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ABSTRACT 

The t i t l e o f t h i s t h e s i s i s " E x p l o r a t i o n o f Hausa t r a d i t i o n a l 

mat weaving f o r con tempora ry window b l i n d s , u s i n g palm f r o n d s " 

by Beauty E r e z i Ogbogo. 

Weaving i s a n a r t t h a t h a s been p r a c t i s e d from p r e - h i s t o r i c 

t i m e s . There a r e two t y p e s of weav ing : t he loom and o f f - l oom 

weav ing . Off-loom weaving i n v o l v e s t h e m a n i p u l a t i o n o f m a t e r i a l s 

w i t h t he f i n g e r s to form a s t r u c t u r e . The Hausa t r a d i t i o n a l 

mat weaving i s an o f f - l oom weaving t h a t h a s been in e x i s t e n c e 

over a long p e r i o d of t i m e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t he b e l i e f s and 

t r a d i t i o n s of t h e Hausa mat w e a v e r s , have made them to become 

r e l u c t a n t , i f n o t r e s i s t a n t t o changes and i n n o v a t i o n s i n t h e 

c r a f t . 

Th i s work i s t h e r e f o r e a n a t t e m p t t o e x p l o r e t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f u s i n g the Hausa t r a d i t i o n a l mat weaving f o r 

contemporary window b l i n d s . The same b a s i c raw m a t e r i a l 

used by the t r a d i t i o n a l c r a f t s m e n which i s the palm 

f rond would s t i l l b e u s e d . 

The problems of t h i s s tudy a r e : 

The e x p l o r a t i o n of t he Hausa t r a d i t i o n a l mat weaving 

c r a f t s t o h i g h l i g h t p o s s i b l e i n n o v a t i o n s and improvements ; 

- A d a p t a t i o n of the l o c a l mat i n t o use as con temporary 

window b l i n d s and 

The deve lopment of a p roduc t d e s i g n based on t h e c r e a t i v e 

p o t e n t i a l o f the t r a d i t i o n a l mat t h a t could b e a p p r e c i a t e d b y 

b o t h t he middle and h igh c l a s s e s o f people in the s o c i e t y . 

The o b j e c t i v e o f t h e s t u d y a r e t o : 

Document t h e p r o d u c t i o n p r o c e s s o f the Hausa t r a d i t i o n a l 

mat weaving c r a f t s . 




























































































































