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ABSTRACT 

This t h e s i s aim at d iscuss ing the major problem of 

federal i sm in Nigeria under the Pres ident ia l Const i tut ion 

which stems from the lack of proper understanding among 

the leaders of the pr inc ip l e behind the federa l system, as 

manifested in the intense r i v a l r y , confrontat ion , c o n f l i c t 

of i n t e r e s t and d i f ference of opinion between the Federal 

and S t a t e Government that characterised the Second Republic, 

The autonomy of each t i e r of government was misconstrued to 

mean competition and confrontat ion, with each try ing to 

f r u s t r a t e the other , whereas the conception underlying 

the system is that the f edera l and S t a t e Governments 

are mutually complementary parts of a s i n g l e governmental 

mechanism, federal ism demands of them co-operation with one 

another in order to promote the welfare of t h e people through 

t h e i r combined e f f o r t s . To the common man l i v i n g within the 

t e r r i t o r y of a S t a t e , i t is a matte* of l i t t l e or not importance 

which of the two governments operating there has t h e c o n s t i t u -

t i o n a l power to provide a part icu lar s e r v i c e . Since the two 

must have between them the necessary power it is l e g i t i m a t e 

for him to expect them to co-operate in looking a f t e r h i s 

we l fare . 

Conf l ic ts between the two t i e r s of governments manifested 

in various areas , i . e . the non acceptance of the Pres ident ia l 

Liaison Officers by some State Governments, the use and contro l 

of the p o l i c e , the controversy over the revenue a l l o c a t i o n 

formula, the refusa l of some S ta te Governments to make land 

ava i lab le to the f edera l Government for the building of the 

low cos t housing uni t s and the control of the mass media. 
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But of a l l the confrontat ional s tance of the Sta te Government 

towards the Federal Government the most obvious was the 

demolit ion by the Oyo State Government of houses under 

construct ion at Ibadan by the Federal Government in order 

to solve the accomodation problem of the people of the S t a t e , • 

on the flimsy excuse t h a t the land on which the houses were 

being bu i l t had not been granted to Federal Government, 

The use and control of the po l ice was the source of much 

rancour and confronta t ion. There was the dispute about the 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l propr ie ty of the adaptat ions made by the President 

in the Public Order Act 1979-

The revenue a l loca t ion formula enacted in 1981 generated 

a l o t of controversy. The whole exercise was p o l i t i c i s e d . The 

non - NPN control led States averred tha t the Federal Government 

manipulated the membership of the Joint Finance Committee appointed 

to resolve the difference between the formulae recommended by 

the House of Representat ives and Senate, to su i t t h e i r i n t e r e s t , 

and tha t was why they were denied the l a r g e r share recommended 

for them by the House of Representat ives in the f i n a l report 

of the Finance Committee. 

The Federal Government was a lso involved in t h i s unnecessary 

confrontation with some of the S t a t e Governments. The jamming 

of the t e l ev i s i on s t a t i o n of Lagos State by the Federal 

Government control led NTA is an example of such confronta t ion. 

The mult iparty system adopted by the country during the 

Second Republic was responsible for a l l conf l i c t s and confronta-

t i o n s between the Federal and State Governments. The S t a t e 

Governments not control led by the NPN refused to accept the 
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leadership of the NPN Federal Government and f e l t 

t ha t the only way they could score a p o l i t i c a l 

point was to f r u s t r a t e the NBT Federal Government. 

This , i t should be noted is d i sas t rous for the 

p o l i t i c a l system of a developing S t a t e . 

Ways by which the confrontat ions and con f l i c t s 

could be reduced considerably or eliminated completely 

have been discussed. 






















































































































































