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A B S T R A C T 

Throat swabs and sera specimens were taken 

from 104 children suffering from clinically diag-

nosed pneumonia in the Pediatric Out Patients Unit 

of the Ahmadu Bello University Teaching Hospital, 

Zaria. 

The swabs were cultured in standard mycoplasma 

medium supplemented with glucose. Any mycoplasma-

like organism encountered was characterized 

biologically and serologically by standard techniques. 

The Complement Fixation Test was done on the sera 

samples to determine the Mycoplasma -pneumoniae 

antibody titre. 

The isolation and characterization techniques 

yeilded 2 isolates of M. pneumoniae (2%) and the 

complement fixation test gave 32 positive titres 

( >-_l/64) of M. pneumoniae antibody (31%). 

Thus, from isolation and serology an incidence 

of 33% of M. pneumoniae was found in the pneumonia 

patients of pediatric age, 

52 control patients were also taken for the 

study (that is those without clinical symptoms of 

pneumonia) from whom throat swabs and sera specimens 

were taken. No M. pneumoniae was isolated from the 

throat swabs and no serum sample gave a positive 

titre (> 1/64) in the control patients. 











































































































(5) Phenol Rod: 

Phonol red measuring tgm (Dif ce Laborato­

r i e s , De t ro i t , Miohlgcn) was disWve&.-a in W t o l 

of d i s t i l l e d deionizod water to make a 1$ stock 

solution* The 1$ stock so lu t ion was dispensed in 

10ml a l iquots and s tored at +4°C. 

(6) P o n i c i l l i n : 

Benzyl p e n i c i l l i n sodium {crystapon 6O0m<2̂  

Glaxo Laboratories Limited, Groonford, England) 

was rocons-fcitutod with 1.0ml - s t e r i l e wator to • 

givo 1 x 10 un i t s per ml. This was s tored at 

+4°C u n t i l use . 

(7) Thallium .Acetates 

A 1C$ stock solution was prepared by disso3^ 

ving I.Ogm thallium acotato (Fishor Scientific Co-, 

Now Jorsey) in distilled deionizod water to 

make a final volume of lOmls. This was. storilizocL 

by autoclavin^: and disponsod in 2ml aliquots and 

stored at +4°C. 

Both the penicillin and thallium 

a.cetato were used as bacterial inhibitors. 

3.2.1 Preparation of Media: 

A 250ml broth and a 250ml of agar 

modia woro prepared at a, time, as follows: 








































































































