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ABSTRACT 

The wide acceptance of t h e growth cen t r e model as a key concept 

in r eg iona l economic planning c l e a r l y r e f l e c t s the hope t h a t economic 

p r o s p e r i t y generated in the growth c e n t r e w i l l d i f fuse i n t o the 

surrounding growth space . 

This study examines t h i s n o t i o n t h a t growth c e n t r e s induce 

f u r t h e r development and h igher l e v e l s of p r o s p e r i t y over an ex tens ive 

geographical a r e a . The va r ious processes by means of which such 

spread e f f e c t s might t ake place a r e examined through the empi r ica l 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the r e l evan t s p a t i a l flows in t h e growth space around 

Gusau. I t was discovered t h a t t h e purchase of foods tu f f s by growth 

c e n t r e workers ; the purcjja se of i n d u s t r i a l raw m a t e r i a l s by growth 

c e n t r e f i rms ; and t h e d i f fu s ion of i nnova t i ons , c o n s t i t u t e t h e main 

spread mechanisms. The s tudy revea led t h a t d i r e c t impact through 

employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s i s minimal . A s u b s t a n t i a l leakage to o the r 

r eg ions of t h i s v i t a l impaot mechanism is thus revea led by t h e 

empi r i ca l a n a l y s i s . 

A f u r t h e r a n a l y s i s of t h e s p a t i a l p a t t e r n of growth, which 

r e l a t e s the l e v e l of development in the growth space to proximity to 

Gusau, shows t h a t the zone of predominant spread e f f e c t s around the 

growth c e n t r e i s l a r g e l y confined to only 10 to 13 k i l ome te r s r a d i u s . 

Doubts a re t he re fo re c a s t as to t h e v a l i d i t y of assumptions on 

the s p a t i a l t r ansmiss ion of economic p r o s p e r i t y , and sugges t ions are 

offered to improve t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the growth cen t r e s t r a t e g y of 
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regional development . One such suggestion re la tes to mechanisms for 

stimulating strong spread effects while at the same t ine cushioning 

the effects of backwash forces. It is also suggested that for growth 

centre strategy to be more ef fec t ive , it should be seen as an in tegra l 

part of a comprehensive regional development policy. 


























































































































































































































































































































































