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carchifecture aod wunygloevering. The le‘i(’stymOf:-‘

falls within the ygeneral Jetinition of index, . ..Harrod (1971)V“
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vover un a delly basvis mahus Chem an uucyulopaddid.Io'leinfo*mat‘ion'i

Nigerilian Newspupei's al's pn:"’:iculdﬂ'ly-. rich “in ,-.terms:;p‘f_'-',th

information they carry in the social sciences qnd;hgmgdxxfeég”

o e i
Like in other sources of intormation, indexing: of;ne:spaperevJ
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quoted the Britlish Standards Institute’s-definition of: incax aufﬂif

systemetic quide To the Lext of any reading matter -0 tO the‘--

4

contunts of uvther coullected documentary maturiuls,;compr bing off

r
series of gntrives with headinge erraenged in alphubetic&l-or otheng

chuswen order and with reference tu show Wwhere such item i:daxed isi

located. He alsu quuted

definltion of index with regard to the fields of lib'r‘ar-y- pr"ac“ci'é,e""_"‘.*'.

Ut vthuer dJucumentury mwaterliels which provides ._;,.a .8 BtﬂmdtiC"

g ,4.-

sustalned subject anelvels of the contents uf Buch: naterialsM

™ ;_.‘|‘\‘

arranged according to other chosen order. Euch untry 15 followadb

- g - Pyt F‘

by & paye number, peregraph number or other chosen‘.-ndicatOhr
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Hhuuing the vract location of the reference.” Dna can., gc-)n and on&

tha: an Index is o "guide.™
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‘, Tndexing of newspapuers tvw wecowmpanied
el N2 v
A= ‘ z \4
‘1?'ﬁﬁrublémb. Thuewe problems are cummon to all orgnnisutiona involvad
-in, indexing, no wmettur their slzv and the scale of thei!‘, indaxinq
Bl _ k. q'.

X ;F‘t_iw.f.itil:b. Amunyg vthers, L]n."-t: problens include th& difficulty Of!

“../choosing o Sultable classification scheus or code, list of sud ject"

- "headings or thessurus and producing alternatives to the above tools;
swrag s o) g Ee e .

, ul'ie_r'u existing ones arve inadequate, Otheurs are the recruitment &ﬂd

v Craeining of capable indeaves; lach uf FTunds To acquire desired:§
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i , i_mp rove the
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services and hevp abreast with the times..

D;.'ﬁ'.'fpite_ these problems, libraeriuns should take the bull

By

"l"-_ﬁ:'n.-, by embarkiong vn Indealng vt newspepers es this.is one of tt1a."i
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Cways of getting current infermetion ot this time of d_spr'essed X

‘R_t_:_gx-.-orm for Coopwrabivi Tnedexing oT Nuwspapers ‘ ;
;‘:” -:Nuch has buen written and continuvs to be written about 1:1'1«‘:,',:h
* "t”“geﬂt times in which libreries are uperat'l.j.ng. .Thr'ee j]:)e:r'v:a:..'n.ﬂ?"vs

av*‘ '
fc 4.
s,

g c::u»;.u are indentitied consistently: rising ost Of mut‘.urials ﬁnd
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'.'pe_ijfurming Cashu and handling information. "’ . The
sistuation may nut improve subs Lantially although thu,néi‘r_:é.'app'ﬂars".
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appreciaeting Now according Lo the gove’rnmsrif'l
appreciation wey wnet Liling down immediately the p}icas:f‘
mn;vFinl». Tt iw cuommun knowledye that the costs of both
i muPyd{a“hﬁ aihid Serialyg cvontinue to ingrease due to inflétion.?;“L
‘L;:fﬁlthough all weygmernts of thu.cCuﬂumy are in dlff;culty.
Cﬂaliuuqna cuntruntioy Libraries are in Erauble’ and QPQ Tdrcadffo 
t.‘:_:ljl‘.lA. down  acquisitions. Coupled with this fact.’-.ubr rians f;--f‘-"'
tiat:lll‘aBqu‘a arv Tond wf cunsidering financial difficul‘tlas the.;;.:'
Qdminiztration facvsw. w0 they Cry to undar-uhtimute thﬁ amount Of'?f{g
munéy nevded in Che library Ludget witich is not goud enoughlf?
suicidal.

.This eXplains why cooperatlive newspaper ? indaxing
I:I lperative.  For vaample, when the Tnstitute of Education."ahmadu-;:'
ﬁullb.Uuiveralty. 2uria emberked on the Indexing of artlclas en
néw;fitums on educvetion in the Nigerian Newspapers in 1976‘- it
] 'E‘r.d_w.-.--,;' all the HNigerien HNewspapers. This uor'k. ‘continu'ed

watbivTactorily up tuv 1583. the vwar Tthi last edition of the indo&
was published, But since 1984 the worh sesms to be dyingla gradual
o J .

death. Many things ate responsible for this, among whlch ls lach
of funds te ygel al! The newspapetrs thaet this lndeX'COVQFGd;E‘:tf
L Vg 2B ot

Ehier e had been suwe furm of cuoperetion between the Institute
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) Librery and thu tnvighbewting Libiwrivs, T bulleve.that o lot coul__d'
have Seen dune. . . .‘?'J i
A S R )
g There had Ueven an oClempt tu pruduce periodlical index titlﬁ.q:__': :
-',:'.'N:gu:'iu:l Periodicael Indea™ {(NPI}® Ly the comuittee of Ur;ivorsityl-':pf-_j'_--'
i e i..ibr'a:'im'nz. of HNigerian Universitiies, The laetest. {ssue of this::ﬁi’
: Ilr‘.duh Was publisiied In Decvmbur, 1986. Dewplte the assurance givelﬂ:_‘.'::

- §
by the producers thet ",,, The NPI will not Jie, especially giVﬁnE;iﬁ
""vyzuur continued support and ;Ju:i‘uﬂatjﬂ'" Eight yvars after ti'lia:'

__::?bsurunue, nothing scems tou have been done about 1t. I.am surr;ﬂ
':lm?ﬁylproblumu et ruspunslble Tur CGhet. 1t is my desire @ﬁd :;
strungly suggest Cthal, The iondea Le resuscitated.
."I":.rlt":u-'h Contributing to Sucuesnsful .Cuulaul'atiur‘l
S Library, lI.UU:aL.'i.JtJ‘.uJI iv uuthil'lg_ new in librarlanship.
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AT E First, Is the ablllity of 1libraerlans to see beyond -
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MNimitations of thelr vircumstances, that is, the ability.to knod,jﬁ&
JBhie case, newspupers), LUC can share the vision of possessing whatiAE

he ,nevds throught plunning and cuupetatica. The vppoptunity of:u-'x
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_iyupglumentiuq the resvurces o each library by those af the GthBPS

iﬁhuuld be of great advantoege. o '.1.
! -
A second TFTacvtor Chebt should encourage cooperation~ 19 the‘

- oM -.‘ 3 e 1

v availability uf vulieide Tunds: This means any money that, CO!H&B in

wrapart fTrom Cie Library wvuebe, be Q€ yifts or loans.- Suc‘h' fund's_--f
o L ..' .'»l,-. 'h

‘eould go & lony wey To wase the problem of nupraper sub»crlption.,-'

Librariens should wolicit for such kind of funds from philanthﬂobicf-

i
3 \-:tj‘r.-uuiew. P
A third fector that wmay lead Cto cooperativagph
s :
ubscription is shared Libllogrephic Information about aach'éth;rsé
colluections., Thiuw will certainly enhance access To the materiala.
+ Bibliographic information is vssuentlial .tO the :sgqcégéﬁ?Bffﬂ
i ; Qyupurutiva Programmes . Indued..until librarians know_dhaﬁfbﬁfﬁ;
."".'-:;_Lprmiw;. huld, cooperstivn cannut work.  Hence,, coop?rétfw_)_'
) --i.'l('.t;-j::rpu1pt-l‘ Indeaing is necesse .
;.:{ €lw;_uT depressed ewcunumy. - 5 Q;;i;;‘f--ffj

The retionale fur the agitation for cooperatlve; indsxing of
: : - f o n
‘newspapers ls That this strategy would extend the numbes Of unique-. kA

- . .11

titles ovailable To users. Hateriaels thoet libr&ﬁian
Anstitution veunut afford may be

Checensortium. This approach according to DomingUaz‘and Suindr

Y ; PR .
1693)" "alsu winimizes Lhe
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X need Lo Juplivate wpevialised resvarvh materlials and :can use th&i.[:_
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situation in Nigurie Nnuw valls for cooperation in. buying':

s st newspapers.  When we think of the cost of newspapers,: the politicéi

ei, _ jﬁl
tat sareofeNiguris and meny other Taclyrs, The best way out ‘is to embark on'g
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coamivutiigeoperative Indealoy as 00 one librery can bLoast of having all the?
e Leisinewspapers up to date. Over the duscades,- wvach major new
v, H b rcooperative dnitietlive has begun Tor similar reasols -— a‘-f’l_tzed for
; - ' ; e v
i ""Iu:‘:-.- library resvurcves without aduequate Tunds Yo acquire them E'lOCﬁll}[:_-
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“ooshare both e wvision of what cooperetion. can accomplish and

I phncommitinent To pursue cooperative optionse. ;. They must . have a cammo_gg
wwiriisgoal and share The same lnTerests. They must have the, c‘hallengq%

tother wise the cooperation will not last long. - v yAIN
S AL AL Inter—institutivnel shructures }.(l'li alsu important -\1'f;‘l'
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",-'.'_"'.-.':.-.‘.Jupur‘atluu Will wucceed becuase Eoey Tostoer an environment <1

rwhich covperatilon van Tohe plave. There whivuld be a forum for
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