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ABSTRACT 

This thesis is academic researchwork on the history 
of the nationalist movement in Zaria province, of Northern 
Nigeria between 1902-1960, The study takes a critical 
look at the conceptual, theorretical methodological 
issues connected with the movement - especially 
how these have been used in existing studies pertaining 
to Africa and elsewere, the thesis maintains that the 
dominant historiography, which is pro-imperialist, ignores 
the nature and essens of colonialism contradictions 
of the system. 

Only by gresping the class, conflicts between the 
colonizer and the colonized - and even between the African 
representatives of British colonialism and the African 
working people - can nationalist straggles be analyzed 
scientifically, . 

working people can the national political 
relations in the area of British 

colonial aggeression,in the analysis the structures and 

operational of the colonial system is an important subject 

of focus. Also, there is an analysis of the process of 

class formation, the concept of class struggle as a 

historical process is central and important the study. 

The concrete actions en by the various colonized classes 

and social forces to challenge the system of foreign 

domination, exploitation, arid cppresion are central in the 
xiii 



analyses. This is morose precisely because empirical 
materials ranging from colonial records, locks , field-
interviews other are care drawn for interpretation 
of the process , of the .development of the nationalist movement. 
The study sots out to analyze the basis, forms, content, 
direction, and phases of the nationalist: movement in 
Zaria Province in colonial times. Of fee as are the 
different forces involved and that various contradictory 
interests.the outcomes of the process and its meaning in 
relation to the future of the people of zaria province is 
looked at. 
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by the Emir cf Z a r i a ; in m a t t e r s ! inane ! , 

r e c ru i tmen t of s t a f f , r ev i s i on of s e r v i c e s , 

t hose chiefdoms were suboro ,.. la Zarin N«A« which 

d e t erminoa bI • i j . : s• 

In the urban art s such as Zar ia the co lon ize r 

i n t roduced se bion betweej lo« Those 

non—indigenous to Z a r i a , t he s o - c a l l e d n o n - n a t i v e s , 

were s e p a r a t e ! to l i v e at Sabon G a r i . In 1913 Emir 

Aliyu dan S id i went ahead »tc t r a n s f u r to Gabon Gari 

a l l n o n - n a t i v e s t ha t had bc&an to be domici le in 
75 Zar ia t o w n . . . " In t h e words el M#M. Tukur the 

c o l o n i z e r did eve ry th ing "to keep the communities 

apa r t p h y s i c a l l y , c u l t u r a l l y and phycholca;ically«M 

I g b e , Yoruba, I< ma, and so en, wore i s o l a t e d from 

t h e Kausa popu la t i on of Z a r i a . Those Kausa not of 

Za r i a o r i a i n were a l so a f f e c t , s bhi were confined 

to Tudun Wada a rcs Z a r i a an Don G a r i . This was 

a kind of Cuvicc to en the o i l c a t p o l i c y and t a c t i c s 

cf d i v i d e - a n d - r u l o ^y the c o l o n i a l i s t s . 

Looking a t t h i n g s c r i t i c a l l y i t c argued 

t i ia t t he f ac t t h a t a l l key o f f i c i a l s i n the Southern 

74 . L.l'i.H. Beck, "Zar ia p rov ince Annual Report f o r 
1934% NLK: ZlJt PROF Mo.2152. 
7 3 . J.M. Fremant lo , o p » c i t . 

7 6 . M.M. Tukur, "The Na tu re , Extoj t a s s once of 
B r i t i s h Po l i cy i n the Emira tes 1900-1914", P o s t -
Graduate Seminar Paper , Department of H i s t o r y , ABU, 
Z a r i a , 26th January , 1980. 
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d i s t r i c t s of Zaria IJ..a. wore Hausa elements 

somehow- created the impression, in some quar te rs , 

tha t the ethnic minor i t ies experienced :|: 

colonialism" whilst the Br i t i sh only played, the ro le 
77 of meaiators . This f a l se perception has to do with 

an empiricis t understanding oi bhe form Br i t i sh 

colonial domination took in the p e c u l i a r i t i e s or 

specific::: f those i - i s t r ic t s . In terms of physical 

presence, the European o f f i c i a l s were for decades not 

based in the south.urn d i s t r i c t s of Zaria except while 

on tou r . But Br i t i sh pr stratagem 

also influenced t h i s ; whenovur a c r i s i s erupted the 

Br i t i sh t o l . the peoples that there were mediators 

ana tha t f i na l decision was with the Emir and the 

N.h. As from tho l a t e 1930s most Srutiiurn Zaria 

n a t i o n a l i s t s swallowed t h i s l ine ai an to 

appeal to the Br i t i sh o f f i c i a l s to intervene between 

them and tho Kausa-Fulani f euda l i s t s whe tney perceived 

as tiie main co lon ia l i s t$ , oppressers, and onomies. 

However, since the NWi structu.ro :, , minatod by 

Hausa o f f i c i a l s it was qui te log ica l that they became 

77. Some of them i n s i s t e d that it was the Br i t i sh 
who often "intervened" to " l iberate 1 ' them from the 
t i g h t - g r i p of the Hausa. This view was strongly 
oxpressed during field-work interview with Tonak 
Dabo, a c t i v i s t of Atyab an t i - co lon ia l strucal^1 of 
1946, t r ader , p o l i t i c i a n , a:;,e about 70, at un^uwar 
Wakili, on Lay 13, 1987. 

78. See, for oxamplo, "Usuman Sokop Kajos Pe t i t i on 
by (1940-49) Kaje Tribe - Pe t i t i on by", NAK: ZAR 
PROF No.3465. 

http://structu.ro
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the principal targets ittack in the anti-

colonial struggles; for Hausa-Fuiani :. Lating 

elements were the main representatives the 

colonial at ate in the domination, it ion, 

oppression, and suppression of tho sentry and the 

ethnic minorit L O S . 

In the Southern dis t r ic ts of Zango Katab, Kaehia, 

Chikuii, Kajuru, Kagarkc, Lure, Ghawai, and 

Kauru N«A« officials - such as District Heads; 

/ilkalai; scribes and other staff at the distr ict 

headquarters; main tax collectors; prison warders; 

road overseers; dispensers; sanitary officers; 

vetinary officers; forestry officers; agriculture 

officers; education officers; Y and oka; J akadu; 

court clerks and scribes; dis tr ict messengers; 

do^arai; to l l collectors at market places; headmen 

in labour camps; and servants oi c Let officials -

were all (up tc the late 1940s) 

79 

nationality ano were mainly Muslim by religion. 

In 1929 a British official, Drummontl Hay, noted 

that for trie entire Lore Li s t r ic t there was no 

single distr ict official or employee in any department 

79. J.A. Reynold, "Kajc Tribe Report on (1950-51)", 
N/»K: ZAR PROF No.4846. 
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of tiiu K.il elsewhere in t h e province who was of 

e i t h e r Bukurmi, Guro, or Kahugu bacJ ind. With 

t h i s o rder o f t h i n g s in a l l Southern d i s t r i c t s o f 

Za r i a N.A. the ^ n i ^ i s t and non-Hausa peasan t ry - and 

thu t i n y C h r i s t i a n i z e d u l i t e - v\i s t ru ;gles 

aga ins t co lon ia l i sm t h a t took an t i -Hausa c h a r a c t e r . 

That i s , with thu major a u x i l i a r i e s of co lon ia l i sm 

being Hamsa every ins t rument of ccorc ion , oppres s ion , 

r e g r e s s i o n - and a l l s o r t s of c o l o n i a l bai e - came 

to be a s soc ia t e - , wi th what Southern 2 a r i a peoples 

l a r g e l y saw as Hausa dominat ion. 

In Zango Katab D i s t r i c t t he ro were cons tan t 

p e t i t i o n s , compla in t s , p r o t e s t s , and r e v o l t s , by 

the Bakulu, Atyab, Baj ju , An^an, and A tsaui, p a r t l y 

cen te red on the n a t i o n a l i t y problem. The peasan t ry 

was forced to supply forced labour on the p r i v a t e 
Q 

farms of the D i s t r i c t Heads and o the r N.A. O f f i c i a l s , 

While t h e peasant men of t hese n a t i o n a l i t i e s were 

a l so rep Le f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n and c l e a r i n g 

of marke t s , t h e i r women were compelled to sweep them; 

but due to d i s c r i m i n a t o r y p r a c t i c e s l o c a l Hausa 

80. Drumnicnd Hay, "Lore D i s t r i c t -Asses smen t Report on 
(19 29 )" , NAKs ZAR PROF Wo. 1820. 

8 1 . See »'Zang( Katab D i s t r i c t - Unrest in 1946", 
NAK: ZAR PROf No.C.81/1946. 
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p e a s a n t s d id n o t e x p e r i e n c e t h i s . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e 

p e a s a n t s o f t h o s e e t h n i c c r o u p s i n Zan&o Ka tab 

D i s t r i c t weru f o r c e d t o bo s u p p l y ! r a i n s , and 

o t h e r f o o d s t u f f s , and l i v e s t o c k f o r t h e consumpt ion 

of Hausa d i s t r i c t o f f i c i a l s (and t h o r s e s ) - even 

82 d u r i n g t h e t i m e s o f p o o r h a r v e s t no . 

Thoy wore a l s o coinpollod to c o n t r i l u t o b u n d l e s o f 

g r a s s f o r t h a t c h i n g r o o f s o f h o u s e s ... t o 

d i s t r i c t o f f i c i a l s , p r a c t i c e s r o l l b< to e x t o r t i o n s 

by N»A» o f f i c i a l s - o u t s i d e o f f i c i a l c o l l e c t i o n of 
83 

t a x e s and so on - wore common. Non-Hausa were 

d e n i e d s t a l l a t m a r k e t s ; and non-Hausa marke t women 

were b e i n g s u b j e c t e d t o m o l e s t a t i o n and b e a t i n g s , 

which was not a f f e c t i n g t h e i r Hausa c o u n t e r p a r t s . 

As a d e l i b e r a t e p o l i c y t h e Hausa commoners were 

p h y s i c a l l y s e p a r a t e d from o t h e r p e o p l e s ; p e o p l e o f 

e t h n i c g r o u p s such a s A t y a b , B a j j u , ^ t a a m , Baku lu , 

An^an, and sc on, wore ba r re from b u i l :'...: ,. h o u s e s 

o r l i v i n g i n Hausa s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e i r m i d s t 

85 
e s p e c i a l l y Zon^o Ka tab t own . 

84 

8 2 . I b i d . 

8 3 . See document t i t l e d : Tar on sh i r Ta lakawa 
K a s a r Kaje to SDC Z a r i a d a t e d Nov J. '251 T950, in 
J . A . R e y n o l a , o p . c i t ; and "Ousuman Sokop Kajc ( 1 9 4 2 ) " 
Ni\Ks ZAR PROF N o . C . b / 1 9 4 2 . 

8 4 . "Zanpc Ka tab D i s t r i c t - U n r e s t . . , 1946" . 

8 5 . I b i d . 
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t h i s was pursued oy a s t rung arm of the c o l o n i a l 

s t a t e . ILo Z ic. sentry cxiu o the r commoners 

( l i k e t h e i r count C] s in ctrior p a r t 3 cf Nor thern 

Niger ia ) were coerced i n t o producing more f o o d s t u f f s 

to feed t r o o p s ; to meet the food requi rement of t h e 

hundreds of thousands l a b o u r e r s in the t i n mines and 

elsewhere; and to be s t o r e d by the c o l o n i a l o c c u p i e r s 

74 i n the g r a i n r e s e r v e s . I n a d d i t i o n the p e a s a n t r y 

was compelled to grow more a g r a r i a n export commodities 

75 badly needed by i n d u s t r i e s in B r i t a i n . 

Al l over t h e d i s t r i c t s people wore d r a f t ed to 

serve forced labour i n t h e t i n minus, m i l i t a r y camps, 

r a i lway , r o a d s , a i r p o r t s , and o the r c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e s 

or camps, to meet with t h e B r i t i s h demand of t h e war 
rjf" 

per iod which was more enormous than h i t h e r t o . A l l 

these demands on the p e o p l e , coupled with o t h e r 

e x p l o i t a t i v e and opp re s s ive measures and p o l i c i e s , 

led to food sho r t ages and famine. There was an appeal 

made to the peop le , by t h e B r i t i s h and t h e c o l o n i a l 

c h i e f s , to j o in the army. Alongside t h i s was conscr ip­

t i o n . 7 7 

74 . B. Preuna, pp. c i t . , p. 194; and Ahmudu B e l l e , 
My L i f e , G-askiy a 'Corpora t ion , Z a r i a , 1986, pp 53-55 . 
75 . F.M. Noad, o p . c i t . 

76. Ibio1 . 

77 . I b i d . 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































