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ABSTRACT 

T h i s t h e s i s a s k s t h e q u e s t i o n : I s t h e r e a n 

A f r i c a n c o n c e p t o f human r i g h t s ? and answers i t i n 

t h e a f f i r m a t i v e . A h i s t o r y o f i d e a s approach i s 

used to show t h a t A f r i c a n s have used t h e term 

r i g h t s i n a manner which i s d i s t i n c t from Wes te rn 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f t h e human r i g h t s d o c t r i n e . 

T r a d i t i o n a l A f r i c a n i d e a s o f r i g h t s a r e examined 

b r i e f l y and i t i s a rgued t h a t t h e s e c a n b e seen a s 

p r e c u r s o r s t o t h e modern A f r i c a n i d e a o f human r i g h t s . 

A c o n c e p t o f human r i g h t s , s t r i c t l y s o - c a l l e d , i s t r a c e d 

back t o t he e a r l i e s t w r i t i n g s o f A f r i c a n s i n t h e 

d i a s p o r a . The e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y works o f e x - s l a v e s 

a r e e x a m i n e d . I t i s a rgued t h a t t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

o f human r i g h t s p o r t r a y s a n A f r i c a n p e r s p e c t i v e and 

can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d from t h e works o f t h e w e s t e r n 

a b o l i t i o n i s t s . 

The w r i t i n g s o f t h e r e t u r n e e s and r e c a p t i v e s 

o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f L i b e r i a 

and S i e r r a L e o n e , a r e examined and i t i s a rgued 

t h a t t h e i r works a l s o d i s p l a y a n A f r i c a n p e r s p e c t i v e 

on human r i g h t s . The works o f t h e c u l t u r a l 

n a t i o n a l i s t s o f t h e same p e r i o d a r e c l o s e l y examined 

t o r e v e a l a n A f r i c a n c l a i m t o t he human r i g h t s o f 

t h e r a c e t o t h e i r c u l t u r e and t r a d i t i o n s . I t i s a l s o 

shown t h a t t h e p r o t o - n a t i o n a l i s t s o f the i n t e r - w a r 
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period used r i g h t s in a d i s t i n c t l y African manner 

when they argued t h a t the t r ad i t iona l r i g h t s of the 

aborigines were equivalent to the common r igh t s of 

mankind. These ancient r i g h t s were in terpre ted by 

t h i s group of Africans to include the r i g h t to ru le 

the emerging modern nation s t a t e s of Africa. 

Las t ly , the h i s t o r i c a l development of t h i s 

African concept of human r i g h t s is compared with t he 

h i s tory of the idea in the West The thes i s 

concludes tha t Africans, l ike Westerners, can be 

said to have formulated a concept of human r igh t s 

which was a reac t ion against their own p a r t i c u l a r 

h i s t o r i c a l experiences of i n j u s t i c e . The African 

concept is in no way i n f e r i o r to the western vers ion . 

Ideas of human r i g h t s must include a l l the var ia t ions 

within d i f f e ren t perspect ives if they are to be 

t r u l y ' u n i v e r s a l . 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































