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A B S T R A C T 

Psychology has es tabl ished tha t Motivation is 

basic to a l l learning a c t i v i t i e s . Studies have also 

s t ressed the importance of motivation in foreign 

language s tudy. 

The main purpose of th is research is to make 

a review of the problems of motivation students in 

Kano State face in t h e i r study of French. It also 

focuses on t ry ing to find out whether g i r l s from 

the State are b e t t e r motivated i n t r i n s i c a l l y than 

the boys in the learning of the language. 

The Inves t iga tor hopes tha t the findings w i l l 

provide a basis for useful suggestions towards the 

improvement and progress of the language. 

The following Hypotheses were formulated:-

(1) Students of French in Kano State are very 

ac t ive ly motivated to learn the language (Null 

hypothes is ) . 

(2) Students of French in Kano State are not 

. suff ic ient ly motivated to learn the language 

(Alternat ive hypothes is ) . 

(3) Poor motivation of students in the study of 

French in Kano State has impaired t h e i r l ea rn ­

ing of the language. 

(4) Girls are more i n t r i n s i c a l l y motivated than 

boys in the learning of French. 
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A t o t a l number of 250 Secondary I I I , IV, and 

V students (164 boys and 86 g i r l s ) were randomly 

selected from ten secondary Schools in Kano S t a t e . 

The students were grouped according to sex for 

easy tabula t ion and t e s t of hypotheses IV. The 

opinions of the students were tabulated according 

to the t o t a l number for each group. The opinions 

of the boys were l a t e r cornered with those of the 

g i r l s . Information wa3 a lso sought from s imi lar 

groups of s tudents from Kariuna and Imo Sta tes for 

more va l id and objective r e s u l t s . 

Data from the s tudents were collected through 

quest ionaires while the interview method was used 

on the teachers and o f f i c i a l s of the Ministry of 

Education. 

Also, a sec t ion of the quest ionaire with open 

ended questions was reserved for the teachers to 

sample t h e i r candid opinions on what the problem 

s i t u a t i o n r ea l ly is in the teaching and learning 

of French in the S t a t e . Provision was also made for 

t he i r genuine suggestions for the improvement of 

the s i t u a t i o n . 

The procedures for the analysis of data did 

not demand any rigorous s t a t i s t i c a l procedures. 

Only the raw f igures and t h e i r r e la t ive percentages 

for the t o t a l number of each sex group were used. 
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For each se t of s tuden ts , where the total , 

agreement exceeded t o t a l disagreement (and vice 

versa) by one quar ter ( 25%) and or above, the 

difference was taken as s i g n i f i c a n t . 

On th i s b a s i s , the hypotheses were t e s t e d . 

The f i r s t one was re jec ted and the others accepted. 

In other words, the findings revealed that s tudents 

of French in Kano State are nob suf f ic ien t ly motivated 

and t h i s has led to s tudents ' lack of i n t e r e s t in 

the language. Also g i r l s were found to be more 

i n t r i n s i c a l l y motivated than boys in the study of the 

language in the S ta t e . 

The following recommendations were made:-

1 • The object ives and aims of learning the language 

should be specif ied to the students to bring 

the language c loser to them. 

2. The progress made by s tuden t s in the language 

should be made known to them from time to time 

to boost t h e i r morale. 

3. As much as poss ib le , the students should take 

ac t ive par t in designing t h e i r own in s t ruc t i ona l 

ob jec t ives . 

4. More emphasis should be accorded to the study 

of the language by increas ing the number of 

periods a l loca ted to it and by making it an 

"Independent" subject . That i s , not making it 

an a l t e r n a t i v e to any subjec t . 
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5. More funds should be provided by the Ministry 

and the Government to provide the necessary 

audio-visual mate r ia l s , language l abora to r i e s ; 

provide for exchange French programmes with 

and v i s i t s to French countries or I n s t i t u t i o n s ; 

provide enough incent ives for the teachers , 

6. French by Television should be s t a r t ed by the 

State Ministry of Education so that chi ldren 

get the rudiments of the language before they 

come to the Secondary School: Also it w i l l 

offer the Secondary Students some re f r e she r 

exercises of what they learn at school. 

7. Teachers of French should be encouraged to 

develop more phi lant ropic a t t i t u d e to t h e i r 

work. 

8. School leavers who wish to make a career with 

French should be given Scholarship for the study 

in a francophone country. 

9. There should be a strong union of teachers of 

French to see to and represent the i n t e r e s t 

of the French Department at State and 

na t iona l l e v e l s . 

10. Refresher Courses should be organised for 

teachers of French in or outside Nigeria and 

such courses should be recognised in promotion 

exerc i ses . 

Suggestions on which future research can be 

based were given as follows s~ 
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(a) A comparative study of problems encountered 

in English and French to see where these problems 

are similar and where they differ and also to 

verify the techniques the English department has 

adopted to combat its own difficulties. 

(b) Comparative studies of the French language 

situation among States for more valid, 

reliable and comprehensive results. 
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For one thing, there is none of them, that 

apart from the atlantic coast is not surrounded by 

Francophone countries, Nigeria for example, has 

the Cameroon to the East, The Republic of Chad to 

the North Bast, the Republic of Niger to the North 

and the Republic of Benin to the West. This is a 

geographical and historical accident and makes it 

imperative that if Nigeria is to be at home and 

at peace with her neighbours, she must understand 

them and they in turn must understand her. The 

tool for this mutual understanding is nothing but 

language. 

There is then no surprise that the Intra-

African Communications demand the development of 
languages, 

two European / normally French for Anglophone 

countries and English for Francophone countries. 

Also at the International Conference of Specialists 

a 

on the teaching of^second language in Africa, con­

vened in Yaounde in 1961, it was recommended to 

"All African Ministries of Education, SoutK of the 

Sahara to introduce the second European language... 

as soon as the patterns of the first European langu­

age have been properly mastered. ' 

In this connection, Robert Birley observed 

that French in Africa is the only sceptre against 

isolation. The encorporation of the Organisation 

of African Unity was founded largely on English and 

French. How could African Nations iron out their 




















































































































































