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ABSTRACT 

This thesis explores both the colonial and post-colonial 

political situations in the Cameroons as expressed in some of 

the novels of Ferdinand Oyono and Mongo Beti. 

For a broad understanding of the basis of power and the 

necessity for change, the works are looked at from a socio­

political point of view. 

Chapter One, which is the introduction, gives a brief 

historical background to the political order in Cameroon up to 

the attainment of independence. The literature review outlines 

the justification for this study. 

Chapters Two and Three examine the colonial political set 

up with reference to Houseboy and The Old Man and the medal. 

Emphasis is laid on administration while the church and other 

social aspects are used to bring out the ills of the colonial 

administration. 

Chapter Four explores other aspects of colonialism, gives 

us a general idea of the nature of the physical revolt in the 

struggle for independence and how finally power is wrongly 

handed over to the friends of the French colonists. Remember 

Ruben is used as our book of reference in this chapter. 

In Chapter Five, Perpetua and the Habit of Unhappiness is 

used to show the disillusionment of the post-independence 

political elite as perceived by the Cameroonian novelist. 
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The conclusion shows that in contesting for a better 

political option, both Oyono and Beti provide such an 

interpretation of history as to bring out the truth as the 

African in the colonial and the masses in the post-colonial 

society see it. They at the same time implicitly or explicitly 

state possible solutions to their society's problems. 
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continued French dominance in Africa. Beti decides to go back, 

in his novel, to the pre-war situation to give the reader an 

insight into the French colonial situation and its consequent 

effects on the Cameroonian. 

War Situation 

The use of colonial troops in European wars has been a 

point of criticism by many African writers. In The Old Man and 

the Medal, Oyono refers to the Africans participation in the war 

in passing. It is Mongo Beti who, in Remember Ruben, gives 

details as concerns the part Cameroonians played in the second 

world war. Oyono, however, takes credit for calling attention 

to the war and thus for enabling Beti to elaborate on the nature 

of the suffering of the Africans during the war. 

Having been drawn into a war that never concerned them, 

Africans suffered untold hardships under the policy of the 

indigenat, through which the colonialists introduced a system of 

compulsory duties that made it mandatory for Africans to enter 

the service. Also known as "forced labour", this system has 

remained a target of attack or criticism by African writers and 

Beti is no exception. 

Beti's newest contribution is to use a small village 

Ekoumdoum and its surrounding towns - to illustrate the 

condition of a vast majority of blacks who were forced to 

contribute in one way or the other to the war effort- It is in 

the raid for this goal that Mor-Zamba amongst others in 
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