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A B S T R. A C T 

The t r e a t i s e seeks to t r e a t the subject of NAFAQAH in 

Is lamic Law and i t s p r a c t i c a l appl icat ion in the Northern 

S ta te s of Nigeria , which by and l a rge , is a Muslim domina­

ted t e r r i t o r y . 

It is because of the p r a c t i c a l value of the topic and 

the misapplicat ion by the subjects of t h i s Law in these 

s t a t e s tha t obliged the author to s e l ec t the t o p i c . 

By way of an ana ly t i ca l in t roduc t ion , the topic f a l l s 

e n t i r e l y under Islamic Family Law (Ahwal-al-Shakhsiyyah) 

which is the bas i s of a t r anqui le mutual existence in a 

s o c i e t y . And more p a r t i c u l a r l y , Maintenance (Nafaqah) is 

the core and kernel of a marriage because no marriage can 

ex i s t without maintenance, hence, the author has confined 

h i s wr i t ing on maintenance of wife only. 

Seven chapters , excepting the Introductory chapter 

have, a l l in a l l been w r i t t e n . The introductory chapter , 

as the name sugges ts , is an eye openerf It introduces the 

reader to the General P r inc ip l e s of the Shariah v i s - a - v i s 

maintenance. I t t r e a t s the object ives of se lec t ing the 

sub jec t . I t fur ther introduces the reader to the Geogra­

ph ica l , soc io logica l and r e l i g i o u s set-up of the Northern 

S t a t e s . 

In chapter one, p re l iminar ies before maintenance can 

accrue have been discussed and these are the l ega l r equ i r e -

ments of marriage under the shar iah . 

Chapter two t r e a t s the Rights and obl iga t ions imposed 

by the shariah on the spouses on t h e i r ge t t ing married. 

Such r i g h t s include the Rights of Allah on each of the 
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spouses; the Rights of the husband which are correspondingly 

the obl iga t ions of the wife and the Rights of the wife 

which are the obl iga t ions of the husband. The bas is of 

such r i g h t s under the shariah have also been discussed 

along with them. 

Chapters t h ree , four and f ive consider, separate ly 

the concept and meaning condi t ions . Necessaries and quan­

tum grounds of f o r f e i t u r e of maintenance. Comparison b e t ­

ween the a law and the ac tual p r ac t i ce in each case has 

been considered. 

In chapter s ix , maintenance under non-Islamic Laws 

in the Northern S ta te s has been br ie f ly considered and i t 

is contrasted with the provisions of Islamic Law. And 

whether Islamic Law is a customary law, as claimed by some 

Nigerian S ta tu t e s has a l so been looked a t . 

Chapter seven, the f ina l chapter br ings the conclusion 

and suggest ions. There are suggestions as to how to r ec t i fy 

the present anomalies between the law and the p r a c t i c e . 

Some examples of modifications introduced by some Muslim 

countr ies have also been h ighl igh ted . 


























































































































































































































































