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ABSTRACT”

In this study, we examne various aspects of
relations between N geria and Brazil in the general
franework of South-South Relations of two

devel opi ng' countries with differing | evel s of
industrialisation. Qur theoretical focus is the

dependency perspective which we use to explain the

I dea of South-South cooperation in whichthere is
assynetrical devel opnent. V¢ anal ysed the

hi stori cal devel opnent, economc, socio-cultural,
diplomatic and political relations between The two
countries. V¢ attenpted to showthat the idea of
Sout h- Sout h Gooperation cannot be nutual |y
beneficial to the parties where there is assynetri cal
devel opnent between the parties. This clearly

nani fests itself in our study of relations between
Ngeria and Brazil. Wiile economc rel ations

mght be skewed in favour of Brazil to the
detrinent of Ngeria, cultural relations between
themdoes not followthe sane pattern of dependence.
Wiat exists is nore of interdependence or nutual
relationship. It is however clear fromthe study
that Brazilian nultinational corporations exploit
this cultural links to forster her economc

interests in Ngeria. Wile the economc relation

»
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between two countries renai n the pivot on whi ch ot her
relations revol ve, the Ngeria-Brazil relationship

I's not devoid of enpty conmtnents on political
| Ssues.
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between two countries remain the pivot on which other
relations revolve, the Nigeria-Brazil relationship
is not devoid of empty commitments on “olitical

issues.
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1.0 INTRODUGTION

o 1. The Prodlem

This study investigates vr._.ri_oﬁs aspects of relations
.between Nigeria and Brazil., Our intention i‘s; -l;lo look at
the historical development ¢f the socio—-culturﬂl' econonic
and political relations between the two countries. Thene
are to be analysed in the general framework of South/SuLth

- relations of two 'deva]oping countries with :iiffermg

—_— Pty .-_,_ = ..... BT '.‘"'.ﬁ' B

. levels of industrialisation. g §
e e

Since the main thrust of ‘.:h.:.a s'budy ia to analyse

— AL...—....‘. [T

Nz.geria's relations With Braml, it will be neceasary to
. determine the character o:L’ both coun'crias, the nature of
their socio-economic aystem, the dFuamics of change, o

- whether either or both are already in the semi-periphery
£ % or simply have potential of becoming one. as might be

Cemotedr e -etenan o U DL T 0 :

. the concept of Jouth/South co-operation
« .. envisages, uwaing their collective political
< - will as a leverage, contacts et ths levelis
¢ of financial flows, trade and sharing
- industrial and technological experience,
without importing the inequ:\l:atleel inhexcnt
wgrenie | 30 the North-South relations. 1t is there-
S == fore necessary for the South to provide &
-~ - United front against imperialism and neo-
" colonialism, and therefore the domination
“liwe oo of dependence 'stemming from ©lid historical
TN links with former metropolis, «mbodied in
ralationg of deep subordinati-~ in productionm,
- trade, Tinance, technology, a4 intellectual
- and cultural fields.{(1) ,

. °  The ideal of NIEO and Sowth-Scuth co-operation seems
___\J;itha_,‘__bu_@_ the question could be ask:? as to the guarantee
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that the semi-peripheral couniries will not grow at the expencze

. of the peripheral countries, replicating all the Inegualities

in the Eiassical pattern of relationships between the North and the
South. This is the basic question this study ig set out to answer.
- Our'aim_ﬁherefore is to evaluate the btenefitg that the relations
between the itwo countries bring to them, and to ascertain whether

this bilateral relations is zero sum game for one country or

mutually beneficial. SR T U._'..ff .

1.2 Background to the Study o s

Therg‘gyghygyiggg factors which make this rather r~oad topic

selected. First, both Nigeria and Brazil cccupy special positions
in their respective geographical environments, That is, Nigeria's

position in Africa vis~a-vis Brazil's position fn Latin Americas

- . cach being the most populous count:ies in their respective regions.

T;ﬁ' Furthermore, Rigeria has the highest population of blacksa

" on thé“African continent., Brazil on the other hand is the Sth largest

country in ithe world, and also, the mogt populous country in
South America {forming 2% of the total continental population)

and has the highest pOpulétion of blacks in South and North

merica(?) R AT
In addition fo thig, Brazil like MHigeria consists of

diversities expressed in large hetercgenous geographical _

regiong each with its own distinctive : ..I.'._.j, gy :;fi

i,
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ethnic, cultural .ad economic features. As a matter of
fact, both couvnirieca have svrffered threats of secession,
but bhav: manag:d %o £ind unity in diversity. They also
have in common sbuniance of raw materials, a vitai | ,
resourcz base, for which they need technology to explure.(3)

-113?; there are socio-cultural and historical
ties botwesen Nizeria and Brazil which manifect themselven
in the vays of 1ife of pesoples of the two countries., This;
no doult, is an important factor for choosing the top{é.
From a historical standpoint, of the first generation of
immigronta fron Africa who were taken away to the 'New VWorld'
ag 3lnves, parilculsvly to Brazil, "the few -“ho could
undexrtnzie the journey back to Africa in the later half of
the 15th and early 20th centuries were from Brazil,*(4} -
Within this pericd also, l2rge numbers of returnees from
Brazil ccttled around ILagos. Family names such as Gomez,
Cardczo, Da Silver, Da Rocha, Da Costa, Pernandez, Pereira,
- Ribeiro, Almeida, Grillo, lMadeirog, Santa Ana, Montiro,
Quirino, Anthcenio ctec. are eloguent testimony of the
presence of descendants of Brazilien returnees in the major

coastxl cities of Vest Africa, especially, lagos.

These Afro-Brazilians and their descendants who had
stayed in Brazil returned to Nigeria with customs, habits
end ways of life to which they were permanently attached
while in a foreign land. They returned with new cultural
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'new world', especizlly
(5) |

1 Roman Catholie reliziom.

They ~7:0 made considerakle contribution to the
eneead of Weolern tyre of education, ard played a role in

cmargence of & Yeatern edunated elite by supporting
tie ~atablichmient o7 pissica schools. Furthermore, they
Licught with them on early realisetion of the need to
emvlate and wcquirs Vestern Teclnmological skills, and :
vrovided the core of carpenterz, builders, masons, and”
otlmr cat»~uries of -killed vorkers in Yagos in toe late
|.6)

1GLh and e2rly 20th conturians.

This zame groun, mostly Lased in Iagos were Qﬁdbuaj;
to be recorrinad, tlough nci too openly, as a mix;lority
groape  They nad in fact mzde on imract on politics and
coararce £ud were also bemt on preserving the Brazilien

culture wiich they clerighed znd perceived as part of the

Vestern eivilisation yet tc flourish in Nigeria. To the

ciducated #nd well pleced Brarilizn of all races, the
Erazilisn cuarter syvbolises the historical and cultural
tizg that bind the tuc countries and which should place
Prazil in o category of epecial relationship with Nigeria

politically and economically.

Replicas of Brazilian architecture are manifest in
Lagoa., The Afro-Brazilians descendants are primarily
agpociated with a part of lagos Island which was long known
as the 'Brazilian quarter'.(7) The Brazilian returnees in

e et SPS— —_—— - e e
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part of central lagos.

lagos had a strong influvence on the early archltectuwre of

the city, with ihe c¢lessic colomial Brazilian style of

hovse (known as Sobrado) being recopied in the Brazilien

-quarter, as well as in a number of towne in the interior

of Yorubaland.( ) Some of the oubsbanding exemplea of this
model are the Muslim Central Mosque along the present day
Azikive Street in lagos, the Holy Cathedral on Catholic
Migsion Street, "¥Yater House! ar residence of Da Rnchﬁ,
Breadfruit 3%reet, and various other buildings of the
Sobrado type, some of which cam still be found in the “old

e

According %o Ola Balopun,

;___“_“_“_____H.tbe returnees generally formed communltica Of

- much with the present for the 'Kigerian Brazilians'®

.oy - ‘thelr own, 3dentifying themselves as "Brazilians -

@Q;ﬂf;@_ and observing catholic feast days with some pomp
g0 and pegantry, never failing to mark these and

other occesions with ecarnival and displays- - -
characteristic of Braziliazn creole culture. Some
of these displaye, such ag careta (carnival
magquerade bumba meu boi (known at cne tine as
burinha festival in Parto novo) were quite
prowinent during the Christmas and Easter seasons
in Jagos up Yo as recently ag the 1940's and =

Sy 195078.09)

L . . ‘.,,:,

?urthermore, Brazilian descendants in Lagos still prepare a

Brazilian dish known as frelijoada at Easter as well as

‘delicacles like kanjike (a kind of desert).

An pointed out by Nwere, *with their acaraje (akara in

Yoruba language) and vatapa still today consumed in Brazil

and Nigeria, it is almoet a certainty that the past ia very
(10)

. Ve
Ll e Lol
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| Another vital aspect of the ewliwral impach of tho
' Brazilian returnces on Nigeria is that 'I\Tms; Vorld' negro
musical for ms:}made a very stimulating impaet in the mugical
sphere, und were partly responsible for the emergence of

the type of contemporary urban music embodied in such forma

T e L R T ..._-.\_.- =

as highlife. Ironically, | .
it was throuh public performances linked to
the observance of catholic rellgious festivalsa,
as well as during displays such as the carreta
rasgurades performed by the Brazllian refwrnees

- ~© that the musical influences from Brazil hegan
.~ to spread in Nigeria.(i1)

seis e T Bragil aL,o, bhe veobigesf Nigerlas oul: e {kat--
| 'persist till today are of gignificant intereast, most

‘. especially in the area g_f_'_’__rf-:_ligiun._ Religious cults of
African origin, such ag condomble, mecumbe, vooé.oo efhc.”
drew much from $he worship of spgl;_}da__gi.t__j.es_ga Saﬁgo, 'Oya.., |
Ogun, Obatala, and many other Yoruba daities in Nigeria.
" M’ro—Eraziliana crave to atudy Yoruha language and authentic

worgship of Yoruba daities and this mlderscores Brazil'

enduring culiural affinity wiih Figeria. - e

+ In viev of the above, Brazil's Africanity can be viewed
ag an extension of Nigeria's cultwre and values, because of

its pervasiveness, history and continuity. Pence, it has

‘been demonstreted by stressing affinities and cultural
eimilerities of the two peoples: Nevertheless our preoccu-
pation goes beyond the sphere of ecultural tles as it is
necessary (unlike other studies) to examine the mechanisms
and con’cradictions of two underdeveloped countries workinlg

in a bid to co-operate on the economic level.

§ ot MR g e e — L - B ———




This stvly is therefore iluportsnt in as for ss it
demonstrates the similarities end differences in a North/
- South co-operation vis-a-vis South/South co-operation. The
fact that the {wo countries belong to that region of the
:. world deseribed as 'developin;' and grouped in the South
o makes the stuly a wnique one. The study will therefore
enable us to vnderstand relations botween two countries in
the "3outh". The study will also examine the notion of
exploitation to determine wkether it is only the relation-
ship between North and South that is exp]01tatige or whethcr

...+ .thot between countries in the QOuth con ﬁé; pr.

ﬁ%t%h' | ;?hg above focus ig borne oui of the fact that Nigeria

;;ié;thgl;axgest buyer of Brazilian products as well as its
2 most important commercial partner in Africa, displacing
South Africa from 1976 which hitherto held the lead. We
) therefore 1ntend to flnﬂ out whelher Brazil adopte a
different approach from developed marknt ec onony countries,
‘”ﬁﬂ%*ﬂ-"‘ﬁ‘”whOBe-enﬁerpriaes have -enly been willing to
SCRERH 'transfer' limited skills, in order to ensure
the control of the direction and pattern of
i ~ grovth of industrial productive capacity.(12)
" Briefly, thu essence or the significance here would be to
. further owr wnderstanding of South/South co-operation, with

=T mpecial reference to Nigeria and Brazil.

The political dimensions of the Brazil-Nigeria -
oxchanges i8 equally important. We assert that with
increaging trade relations between the two countries, there

S+ will be a rapprochment of ﬁolitical options and stance on &

-..._.....-\W.._................p.,.......n.u.........A..\.,.._.“H...._,-...,_..__....:..w._.....-....-A-,.—,..."-..a-qa..,...,-..,__..,_ R
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variety of international issues. Already, tho two countries
share & common stand in the attempt to create a viable auto-
sufficient econonlic base. But zs relations between Hﬂcs
operating on both sides of the trade relations increas ingly
share snxiety about the creaic of optimun conditions for |
operation, lssues relating to the political siructures in
the tvwo economies will become increasingly important too.
The racial question, which is z point of divergence (latent,

though) between the two economies is 1ikely to tal®m aunpther
H . . ] .

! [ -4*“?‘-"‘ - i
Sem e g e e A " o i
. . TR ety sl st & 261;1_, R iyl B et s st

Racism is & mere form of economic exploitation. ™The
colour is used to furthpr sub;ugate the oppressed. So
looLing at economic relatlons in the 1nterndt10nal 9ystem,
this oppression cuts ACT 085S races . One could thexefore,
arguz that one of the undesired products of Nigeria—Braz;l )
exchanges mlpht be for Nigeria to condone the glaringly

B

&ntl—bldck conjuncture in the Brazilian economy.

This stuily is generally located within the Fframework of

dep@ndency perspactive and it is germane to see ity usefulnos

for the study. The dependency perapective encompass- & sed

“'of ideas with 8 strong potential for influencing policy

actions in the Third World. Originally developed during the
1960's to explain the problems of development in Iatin
Arerice by scholars working im that region, the perspective

has attracted a great deal of attention both in the

it L W o Bt vt m e e oL SRS A A
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ilterature and 3~ the Third ¥Yorld countries. The
logical coneisicacy and cupirical validity of the perspec-
tive have been qnuﬁtioncé.(13) Evidence about the influence
of the dependency perapective on the economic policies of

sp2cific comntries has beecn geanty.

The mainstireain of thie dependency perspective focus on
wderdcveloprent, holds that the linkage of less dewveloped
comtriss (IDCs) with more developsd, industrialised
countrics has wericd to the detriment of the former, 'éhe
techinology, finnncial and real capital, and management skills
that originate in developeqd couﬁtziea are supposed to have
hurt lecs develc;ed countries becauvse, among other things,
import tochnolegics do not take their relative factor
abundance into account, Advanced technology is usually
aggociztied with high capital lzbour ratios and a high degree
of skill mixz. BRBecause IDCs are relatively capital and skill
poor, tecimologien from developed countries are supposed to
leave them alienated in the production process as well as
deprived of a largs share of the value added in produciion,
Foreign technologies(14) compete wnfairly with and destroy
local projuctien techniques, creating a pool of unemployable,
"marginalised" people.

The evil role of financial and real capital in IDCs is
the extraction of surpluses. BEquity holders of investments
in IDCs demand annual returns as a condition for their

continued support of such ventures, returns that are sometimes
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made possible or guaranteed by tax concesnions in the
IDCS.(15) The result, is a 'decapitalization' that
frustrates the development potential and aspirations of
host countries. Also, the world trading and monetary
systems and the cultural and taste prefercnces of the
developed countries that may be emulated by IDJ elites
work to the detrimént of IDCs. Vorld production and
exchange system allocate to IDCs the production of raw
materials and labour intensive processed goods for azpo;t
at reletively cheap prices. Dovelcped covXlirias: ;pecialize
in relatively capital ~ and skill-intensive goods for export
to ths IDCs at exhorbitant prices, leaving IDCs with
“perpetually unfavou:able terms of trajde - a process called
"unequal ethanga.(16)

Due to the historical éxperien;es of these countries
of the third world-experiences rooted in colonial subjuga-
tion by others, they find themselves in a situation where
“they are dependent on the advanced capitalist world |
politically, which is reflected in the types of political
models practised - usually by the mother country's at
Independence. At the level of Intermational Organisatilons,
8.Z2. the U.N. these comntries of the third world follow or
rather are led by the nose by the imperialist world. They
lack initiatives of their own and merely follow the cus of
the U.S.A., Britain, France, etc. when it comes to discussions
and taking positions at such international fora.(17) As such,
political collaboration at that level is net one of rubbing

e
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each other's baclk, but cne leading the other by the nose.

Political dependence, ihich reflects the dependence of
thé gtructures of the third world politics on the advanced
capitalist world, is, also reflected at the lewvel of
decision making in the third world.(m) Multinational
corporations and their homs states bring pressure to bear
on third world governwents in terms of their profcand
interecsts, The interests of such third world states are
seen as in contradiction to those of the imperialist .world
represented by the M.N.Cs end their home statesy, But
due t0 the dependency syndrome, third world capitalist

states are left with no opticn but following the directives
of the representatives of monopoly capital. Any third
world capitalist state, one looks at, this school hi:)ld.s,(19
would be seen to vindicate this position. And that where
third world governments prove stubborn or unamenable to the
wishes of imperialism, they are summarily overtly or
covertly dealt with, Examples are fiven of Allende of
' Chile, and C.I.A. Sponsored subversive activitiés throughou
the world e.g. U.N.I-T«A: in Angola MuN.R. in Mozarbique,
the Contras in E1 Salvador etc.

Dependence can &l30 be cultural. Nue to the
historical experience of the third world which is rooted in
colonial rule,the fact of domination by a superior power
entails the compromising and subjugation of the conquered
atate culturally. The point 15 made that colonial rule
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which mw;né thﬂ-forééd physical oceumtion and ruling of
another ::rritory gives rise to forceful assimilation or
improbation of the alien's culture in terms of dressing
habits, language, aesthetic tagtes, religion, national or
cultwal celsbrations etce They furtheyr make the point

(20} docolonizatlion does not

that formal Indeypendence or
negate this phenomenon of culbural imperdalien ag such
alien cultwres are already fully integrated into the
':.national way of life or the process of assimilation is:
consciously or othsrwise, continued by the powers that be
after inaépendence. And that such cwliursl dependence
_denies or sivitifies and erasesthe particulaf‘third world

. étate's cultural history, which might_ :é;;ﬁ_fe riéhéf than
the imperialist power's. Furthermors, the cultural ties
esdablished by decades or centuries of colonial rﬁié iéft |
a new national eliﬁe.(21) Unable to identify properly
with local customs and valuen, members of this elite sesk
~rather to measure their success and status in society by
the degree to which they ldentify with foreign cultural
taste preferences. The negative effects of these cultural
ties include a denizl of all that is good in local -
treditions, traditions that wmight play an important role

in a "genuine" naticnal ddvelopment, and high import dills
to aatisfy the tastes of = few while the rest of the

- population go without imports needed for national developme:
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Dépénﬁency persﬁéc%ivn hay a considerable appeal,
particvliarly in ID0s. TFirst, $he perapective is heavily
rooted 3in (cconomic) history. It is easy to verify that,
uder colonial povernment protection, foreign capital
penetraf;d the colonised countries. It i3 also easy to
verify that while the colonizing countries and their
rartnera grew economically paﬁticularly from the 18+h to
o the !mirl 20th centurieg, the colonised and the less developed
comntrics grew relatively 1iltle. Atteunpts to promote ,
rapid developmont in the Third World since the Second ﬁor]ﬁ
War have not on the whols been very succesaful, giving

conbinvity to the previous dynamics of world developnent.

}f_anﬁ,i second reason for the appeal of dependency

perspectivp_;a_thgt, Jike traditiomal marzian economic
analysis In which it is rooted, it carries a call for
justice 0 zquity on behalf of the perceived victim, the

IDCee Ju. .ce and Equity are the choracteristics of the

’ﬁ*ﬁ? virtuoug, it is hard to argue a theory with such seening

X objectives without appearing to be mischievous, cruel, or

U misguided. A third reason for the appeal of the dependency

~ perspdetive is its invalidation of neo-clessical economic
analysis which is more of ideolegical weapon than
scientific theory, i.e. it serves the economic interest of

imperialism and imperislist nations.(zg}w R

Not much work has been done m relatione between Nigerie

and Brazil. Nevertheless, due to the present bilateral



o ) 44 ﬂ_f”, o

.coozie.fation subslisting between ¢ two commtries there

are a number of Nigerian daily newspaper articles, monthly
"'_'_'_-_-journals, news talks, ceminar papers ete. on relations
+ between the two countries. Most of tlere articles Pocus

on the recent increase in traile with Brazil and ite dwpli-
. eation for Wigeria. i

-
i
ot

. : e .
The existing gap in the literature revieved 3s thatL

they do not enable cne to comprehend fwlly the nmat-we rend
. the core issues involved in the relationsbips between
ngeria and Brazil. To £111 this g2, 01:1 tagk ig to give
. systematic and analyile stuwly of the problem. Hence |
;-T":.t:eliance will be placed on fz"a.gﬂented information ava:.leb]e
and soma wor}:s which hava_ attempted, a2althovgh in a

yreliminary way %o stu.'iy' réla{ioﬁi. Ii)etw-reen the tweo cmm{-:ri_.e's

.. The materizl on the subject of relations between
Higeria and Brazil has heen categor:iseﬁ into two, for
. convenience and ease of referemce. The Pirst category of ~
the literature deals with the various aspects of the
relationship in general, whils the sccond catepgory deals
. with the specific problem of owr stuly: namely relatioms
- between Nigeria and Brazil, using dependency theory.

Awong such texts in cate-ory cne are studies carried
 out by the Nigerien Institute of International Affairs in:
s . “"Nigeria/Brazilisn Dialegue on Foreign policy,

which discussed dssues relating to foreign
policies of both couniries. The essence of the
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dialogue as reflecticd in the report is the
recognition of the lack of Balanced relationship
and the urgent need to take a longer perspective
about the naticnal interesi of Nigeriz in its
bilateral relations with Brazil, The dialogue
therefore 'presentcd a challenging opportunity
for both sideg to explere and review vital issues
affecting Nigeria-Drazil relation®.(23)

Hinjari's paper focused on the Brazil fcereign relutions
with Black Africa so a whole, and not Nigeria-Brazil
relations in particular. The paper gave the historical
development of relations between Erzzil and Black Africa,
as well os oy areas of relations like culture, economic,

=Hpt o ] R T LR R
diplomatic and political asrects.("4)

Alsc, Cdutola's article asseris the neceseity for
'expandiﬁg diplomatic relations between Rigeria and Brazil. N

The article highlighteﬁ the historical content of the
relaticns and juetiflcations for er.-.a;nding such relafionu;‘_zs

_Another article by Joy Ogwu, demonstrated a full grasp
of dimensions of relaticns between coumtries of the 'South'
with particular reference to the relation between Nigeria =~
and Brazil. She pointed out in the 2:iicle that Brazi) had
expanded her contact with Nigeria and .2 key to the rela-
tive "success of the Braziliea sir- “cgy is the admucemanf
of the concept of South-South co-oper. :ion, a (horizontal’
relaticnshlp among developing countri  {o serve as an
alternative to the 'vertical' relatic. . of dependency with
the North. PRut current trends appear o indicate that the
North-South horizontal relationship i »eing replicated in
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& South-South context.(zﬁ)

Tokuta's paper highlighted {ihe pozsible arcag of

.'co-operation in the field of agriculture. ZErazil economic

o deveiopment, vhich she congiders could lend poasible

lessong for Nigeriats development strategy is discussed.

- 8he slso examined the domestic cconomic and political

sitvwation in Brazil, in additlion to its dependency factor

. apd foreign policy orientations and concluded by appraising

NI

the desirability of increased relations between Nigerih and

A_etudy by B.P, Menon which focused on 1Dechnical

Oo-OperatiOn Among Developing countries tried to look at
co-~operation Bmong developing countrieu in a much wider
perspective than is customary. The Sook drawe upon the
work of many other authors of United Fations stuilies and

reports of U.W. Conference on Technical Co-operation among

" Developing Countries (TCDG). The book throws light on the

o genesia of technical cooperation among developing countyies 0

= which Nigeria and Brazill also belong.

(28)

" kn address by Garba o the seminar on the Role of
Angola, Brazll and Nigeria in the Southern Atlantic ealls
for a collective security in the South  Atlantic Ocean
which will make it & nuclear free zone. He thefefore,
Jugtifies the need for cooperstion emong the three above
mentioned countries in the Atlantic océan, (29)

o ,‘_mr )
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The second category of texts deal with the main focus
of this study. Some of them examine the specific implica-
tions of economic cooperation among the countries in the
developing world in general. A paper by Osita Bze, on
'‘Nigeria and the South-South Co-operation', used Brazil as
the main focus of the Nigeria's economic rela%ions with the
South outside Africa. The paper tries fo show the nature of
relationship that exists within the South-South orbit, rhich
is also our focus in this study. It is quite analytical but
the emphasis is on economic ratber than the other facets of
relations between Nigeria and Brazil,(30)

Finally, a paper by Carlssem on "The Brazilian
Penetration of Nigeria through trade - A case of South-
South Relations", examined the Bra-..iléﬂigeria trade within _
the fremework of international trade theory and tried to
provide an opening for a theoretical understanding of this
_bilateral exchange of goods._(31_)

1.4 Hypotheses
1« In a co-operation diad, there is a relationship

between the level of development of the parties and the
level of benefits that acruve to them.

2. In a co-operation diad, where the level of
development of country A is greater than the level of
development of country B, the relationship would tend to
be more beneficial for cowntry A.

O
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This could be explained in the dependency theory we

intend to wse, by arguing that vbken cowntry A's level of

. development is higher {than couwntry B, i.e. in terms éf

the development of productive forces and the adaptation of
the mocial inmtitutions to the above, its co-operaticn with
country B is likely ©To be thet of a greater volumn of trade
in industriel and pr0portionately-more expensive gonds,
vhile ite purchases will mainly be rav-materials of a
proportionatcly lover value (1it+le value has been added
yet to them). This situation is likely %o create a .
relationship of unequel dependency of coumbry B on covntry

A in the long run.

e g .

'“x'.The economic relations between any two countfiéé.u

influence the nature of political relatlons between them.
The politiczl influence any one cowmtry can exerciééuéféé
the other depends on its economie positicns vis-a-vis the

other.

Although culturel relations may influesnce politiéal
rolations between two countries, Wlitimately econonie '

relations determine the nature of these relations.

1«5 QOperational Definitiong

. Ievel of development by our operational definition
.'méaris the extent to which the two cmmt.ries are beginning
to utiliee mvailable human and materilal resowurces in order
to bring about a sustained increase in per capita production

of goode and services. This is, capacity for substantial
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improverments in income level ard genoral vwell beling of the

i populace.

In thig case the ope're.tiorzal delinition of the level
of benefits will eunteil analysis am economic relationship
vis-a~viz terms of frade, GKY, balance of trade, deficit
or gurplus aud other erchangs relationshipa. Therefore,
the balance sheet of the two cowniris:? It‘rade relationship
will be analjsed to cnable vs Inow which couniry gains or

loses more in the coovperating diad relationship.

The pericd 1950-198% is chogen because it repregents

“"the pericd when both countriss were able to 6§erate" as

“different naticns. Although Bragil geincd its independence

_'through the I.0.08 and Britich coloniz) government +ill

7% 1960 when Nigeria also gained her freedom from Britain.

7 In this light, it is logical that the period will be mowt

~‘suitable for analyais., It is also during this period that

" relations between the two couniries becaus meaningful in

“. . ferms of diplomatic exchange snd official represéntation

' in each other's Federal Capitels, A" a matter of fact, the

; official contacts between the two n2a .ions reached their peak

.+ during this period.

The rest of the work ig organised into five additional

~_ chapters. In Chapter two, we shall bo tracing the histori-

cal development of the cultural, pelltical and economic



‘”':'féléfions betﬁeen Higéria and 3razil. In the th. 3 chapter,

- we shall carry ou¥ a study of the economic aspects of the

: : Nigeria-brazil relations in an indgpﬁ\mmnmﬂn- Chapter four
will deal with the cultural aspects of the relations, while

Qhapter five will deal with the political aspects of the -

"v:relationship. Chapter =ix will provide the summary and

conclusions.

) At .
.—wz\.ﬂh,..-«.. A — i
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CHAPTER T%0

2,0 HISTORICAL DEVEIOPMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN
NIGERTIA AND BRAZIL

' After havinz bad long oianding commercial anl social
relations with Black Africa fTor over 300 years, Brazil 1&
gaid to have then 'turned i4s back' on th: African continent
ard concentreted its externszl relations with Europe and
- later U.S.A. This developnent took place at the time. When
. the slave traders could nc longer defy British prohibition
"o the slave trade.(") It was, in the late 1960's and 1970's

. that Brazil turned to Black Africa in order to re-establish

" more strongly these o0ld co:w'rcial, social, cultural and
political relations.

Brazil's relations with Africa were first established
as a result of Fortuguese contact with the continent which
rade it possible for the trensportation of African slaves to
‘work on the Brazilian coffee, sugar ani cotton plantafions.
This dates back to as early ag 1500 vh n Brazil was
‘discovered' and African slaves were lnmedistely brought to
that part of the world as cheap labo.r for the European
fermers, ecpecially the Portuguese. By 1888 vhen slave trade
vas aboliched, an estimated 3.5 million African slaves had
arrived in Brazil.(z) Between 17th £7d 18th centuries
Brazil was able to establish direct : ocial and ecconomic
intercourse with Africa without Port. suese control "Relati
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wer: go strong that certain areas t. ° vere under direct
Portuguese control such ag Angolia came to be more depehﬂent
on Erazil than PortUQ:l“.(j) When Portugal began to
expcrience & period of commercinl decline, Brazil moved in
to establish a strong chmercial znd shipping link with
‘the Wesh Africon ecast. Prazil was able 10 play this role
ﬁecauqa of tle political and economic traveformation that
it bvegan to experience by this time, Commercial relations
were not just in slaves but also in a variety of products

such ag palim producis.

The break in relations between Brazil and Africa came
ebout as a reswlt of {he abolition of the slave trade in
.1855 when Fritain brought too nuch preesure on'Brazii to

end the slavs trade from which she wae benefitting a lot.
Another reason waé the competition for éolonial poéseséions
by Western colonial powers in Africa that effectively began
in the early 1900's, Brazil not being a power could not
engzge in acquiring colonies for itself and could not
c-hauenge Portvgal in sreas where they ghared interest with
hcr.. Since the various colonial territories that were carved
ovi came to have exclusive social, commercial and political
relations with their reepasctive colonial metropole Brazil
came to be dependent on Portugal in it s reletions with
Portuguese colonial possessions in Af: ica. This was because

Portugal, like all other colonial powe 'a, deminated social,
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economic, and political relations with her colonies., The
only differencu was that Portugal being a poor country
compared to other Western countries, alloved the more
advanced and wealthy countries to help proapect for the
resources in her colonies. This further limitied Brazil's
role in any social, economic and political relations that
were developing between Portuguvese colonies, not to talk of
non-Portuguese colonies. These developments led to a
near total break in relations with Africa. The African
image cawe to be what the slaves and slave traders
transmitted to Brazil in form of traditicn and the actual
presence, among the Braziiian population, of the Afro-

Brazillians.

This is to suggest that for a long time Africa featured
on Brazil's foreign policy only throuch the colonial
masters, particularly Portugal. Brazil was caught up during
this periocd in the contradiction of maintaining its strong
‘relationship with Portugal and having to cultivate a
favourable relaticnship with newly sc toreign African states
in view of its long-term interests of creating a market for

its industrial goods in these states. .

Thie new development was possiblz due to the transforma-
tion of Brazil's domestic economy, v Ich necessitated the
development of a more rigorous exter. :). economic policy,
not only to penetrate the traditional markets of Burope and
the U.S.A. and Japan, but also of the third world particularly
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Afri 1o The domestic economic transformation has.also
influenced the external image of Brazil particularly in latin
Azerica in a woy that may threaten ite isgolation in the
reglon. In order to a#cid thisg, Brazil gsouzht t0 establigh
stronger poiitical relations with other areas particularly
- the {third world snd especially Black africa. By this,
Brazil expected not only to overcome its isolation, but also
- %0 enhance its global image especially within the third world
- group aed in the bargaining process between this group and
the advanced induatrialised worid. Another reason why
relation with Africe were sought at this tiwe was the Tact
" that Black Afrlca was nov 1arge1y independent from colonialism.
*M_Théldoor was now éﬁggmfor Brazil to come in, in order to
- re-establish old relations on the baeis of common experiences
| pf the past and to sh&re new experiences of théuiéeeent. 1t
- was expacted that 1fthesex@la$ivnswﬁlenmde posaible then
Brazil would be able to realise both its domestic and

international objectives. . . . :?fﬁ;Tf i' SR I

2.1 History of Nigeria/Brazil Relatic.z 1960-1985

s already discussed, the developi.:nt of relationn
between Nlgeria and Brazil preceded thelr independence.

Their relations are no douwbt rodted ir history and culture.

&3 also stated earlier by 1888 when s’ wve trade was abolished,
an estimated 3.5 million African glave  including some from
what is now called Nigeris arrived in " ~oczil. From 1835

 onwerds, some Afro-Brazilians were b0 :ibrate back to West
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- kfrica; espaci@lly.to.ﬂigeria, Benin, Togo and Ghana,
either oz deportees, following the 18%5 slave revoli In
Bahia, or as wvoluntary returnees.(4) Hevertheless, those

who remained ' iiind forrmed Brazil's African roots.

.- However, rince the acbpe of this study is betwecn
“ﬁ_ 1960 and 1985, our inteniion therefore, is to look at the
developmant of the relationship within this period. As
stated earlier in Chapter 1, the period represents the
time when bolth countries were able to operate as in&epeﬁdent
nations., The relations beiweer Nigeris and Bragll became
nore meaningful in terms of diplomatic exchange and official
representation in each other's Federal Capitalq. It 15 in
‘_“__gﬁgé light we tracé:_i;‘{ﬁéh;;;rse of this siwdy, tha
f;?;_historigal development of the economic, cultural and
| ;“ political relationg within the period. Brazil was the
T - first to take the bull by the horn when on 20th August,
| 1962, she opencd her diplomatic migsion in Lagos at +the
leval of a second secretary. The first Brazilian Arbassador
wag installed in 1963 when Ambessador Lulz de Sousa Dandeirs
ﬂn,preseuted his credentials to the then Nigerian Prime
Minister Tafawa Balewa on the 6th of Februsry, 1963.
Nigeria also reciprocated the gesture in 1966, by instal-
ling her Embassy in Ric de Janaro, {then capital of Brazil)-(E
With this official representations ir cnch others cﬁbitals
relations between the two countries hucame formalised., This,

as a matter of fact led to chains of interactions helween

':'_4'._f ~j'-3ff;;'



"; 1  f.At the.ecéndmié 1eve1; nct much could be recorded in
intercowrse between the two couniries beforg "?70s. This
Was Qus to the political imetetility in Nigeioa, and in
| Brasil as well. The break-through in Nigerin-Prazil
- relationg only came about betwesn 1972 and 1974 xhen the
Brazilian Foreign Minisher Mr. Gibgon Barboza wndertook
" an extenive tour of Africen States inclvding Nigeria wish

the woight of the buoyant Brazilian eccnomy behind him. He

[Rrigpr Y]

carried with him the inage of a third world country enjoying
world wide publicity duwe to its on-goling ‘economic miracile'.
7T Africen states themselves third world mations, had no cause
not to agsocimte with euch & nation. After the Barbosa's
77 {rip, @ Brazilian trade nission follered, tracing the trail
of ite fore-runner. That trads migsion wes gent under the
umbrella of Afro-Brazilian Chonber of Commexrce whose
p;esidept_wggHSenhor Adalberto Camargo, a black Brazilign
businessman and a federal legislaicr.in"fggmigééligéﬁ.-“”r
gﬁvernment. Senhor Camripo personally accompanied ihe {trade
mission.(s) The primary thrvst of Brazil's new African
policy was an accelerated commercial relationf:basea on
ethnic ties. Indeed, the 1972 vigit of Foreign Minister
Gibson Barboza - the first by a high-ranking Brazilisn
official to Nigeria, not only highlighted buﬁ set the tone
for-**faccelerated bilateral relations which has hed an

o
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important bearing on Brazil's bilateral relations with
Africa.n comtiries, By the end of Babosa's visit numerous
trade agreements were concluded, followed by Nigerian
delegations to Brazil in search of Brazilian services,
technical advice and investme:rt ties. Ccnsequently, trade
between Nigeria and Brazil expanded with balance of trade
in favowr of Brazil. TFor example, exports to Nigeria from
Brazil increascd from U3F460.100 in 1971 to US$92,196}000
by 1979, while Brazilizn jimports from Nigeria amounted t:.‘o
only US{32,183,000 in 1979,(7) .

. =y i L
L » - (-

However, the visit received criticisms from eminent
scholars and the press. Dr. Jide Aluko in a write up after
the visit, pointed out that in normal circumstances, all
the various agreements were fine and should be encouraged,
especially in view of the fact that— about one third of
Brazil's population are blaq_k._ But it_ is the Brazilian
government's policy to its black populaticn, and Portugal
end South Africa that has cast a p2l) of criticism and
doubta on the increasing co-operation with Brazil. Accord-
ing to him, it is not that Brazil practices racism at homs
as such, but that it pursues a policy that creates the
worst form of social injustice in the world, and in which
the hardest hit are the blacka., About 95% of the blacks
belong to those below the poverty line. He however argued
that we don't have to bother ourselves with what the
Brazilian government does to its population perhaps! 3But
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given the large black population of over 30 million in
Brazil most of who could trace their ancestry to Rigeria,

we can't bul show some grave coacern about their faté.(a)
Aluvlko's arguwent was based on the premiece that Nigeria's
declared foraign policy is striving for the rights, freedom,
au’ huuan dimnity of all the black people in every part of
thn: pglobe. The logic he saw in this is that Nigeria cannot
reasonably be friendly with a country that denles basioe
political, soelal and econonic rights.to its black citig.ena.
M=o during this period, Brazil was consistently in support
of Pertugal's colonialiesm in Africa, and for South Africa's
apartheid, 23ditionally, since 1970, it was speculated that
r+zl1l would join Argentina, Portugal and Soutu Africa to
form an anti-freedom defence bloc to be known as the
Southern Atlantic Alliance.(g) During this same period,
and on the eve of the visit of Barbosa to Nigeria, Brazil
joinzd other five colonialist and neo-colonial powers to
vole against a U.N. General Assembly resolution on Portuguese
colonies in Africa.“o) The resolution merely urged
Portuzal to regard the liberation movements in its African
territories as the true representatives of their people,
and to negotiate with them with a view to granting them
self-government and independence. It was in view of all
these that one could not easily see how Nigeria can cooperate
with the enemy of Africa which Portugzl was and South Africa
still is. It appezars all Brazil wantcd was to have the
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best of both worlds. To dump its manufoctured products i
into the markets of independent ifrican countries, and to.
suppcrt in the same breath colonial and fa.fscist regimes in
africa.tt! ) | | -

L

e heightened lovel of relations bebveen _Nigeria' and

" Brazil 4a reflected in the nunker of visits of statesmen
B and private sector executives sni entrepreneurs of one
country to the other and vice versa. It can be argued ’"ha.t
at 'bhe govemmntal level both comiries have never enjoyed

'bet‘cer relations with each other. The same goes tor private
s sesctor cooperation. 4 trend that one sees in the relation-
" ghip between both couniries, and which may help to understand
7" the dqynamies of the economies of the two countries, is one

" of patromage at the angle o*’ Brmil and hopeful emulation
- on the part of Nigeria, which is quoted in an ideology of

-

- 8cuth-South cooperation. . _ . - -

g . D '.__‘_*‘;.._. Sonow s
4w - In early 1973, Mr, Pemi Okumnu, then Federal

Commigsioner for Works and Housing of Nigeria paid a visi”tw
t0 Brazil, and being impressed with the pace of phjsical
development going on in Brazill ezpressed the belief thet

~hoth countries had much to gain by exchanging knowledge and
rersonnel in fields lile town plamnirs, housing and highway
projec’cs.“z.) - One can discern a com:umerist attitude on
the part of Nigeria. Without twe tlu :;ggh‘ts about benefits
that would accruwe should a more YOI.""I:" ‘1lle and lasting

”co-operation be sought and struck, t‘e“ managers of the
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Nigerilan econonmy nmerely, as they did with other industrlal

economien, imported wholeszle what Brazilian goods they

© . eould lay their hands on.

Brazil on its own part, has been qﬁiﬁa'éuccessful in

 projecting its 'economic miracle' through its foreign

li-Brazilian economy we capnot overlook nor wash away is the

N

relations mechanism. In 1973, about 40 Brazilian businésa-
men visitod some ten African states, Nigewia inclusive for
the express purposs of developing stréngf veonomic links
with these countries. Development of ecc. . ic links in the
sense of finding markets for Brazilian finiphed goods which
verc having a tough time competing with the goods of

<-imperialist economies and aiso looking for cheaper sources

of primary materials for its industries. 2in angle of the

fact of the high level of foreign capital ownership in
Brazil's industrialisation process. As such, even within
the framework of South~South co-operation (which is the
relevant ideology bandied for this purpose) a relevant
question'to ask is, how Prazilimn is the Brazillan economy?
By extending trade with Brazil especially from the angle

of a buyer, and an unprineipled huyer at that, Nigeria is
merely continuing ifs relationship with dwmperialist capital
ay a hewer of wool (In terms of its own exporis to these

economies), and the buyer of finished furniture (in terms

. of its imports from the same economies). The fact that

'-i_ownership of such capital goods.

~ the goods camp from a 'Southern' port does nof change the
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- In e Brazilian organised industirial exhibition in Nigeria
” i hsld on 2nd September, 1976, the then Federal Commigsioner
 { of Industries of Nigeria, Dr. R.A. Adeleye who declared 1%
- -open, contended that a lot of Brazilian manufacture rnoodsd,
;?;iincluding motor vehicles can be found all over Nigev.. and
-~ their populority was a result of their efficacy in 1. rmy
of high quality and excellent parformance.{13) Thic, goow
to show what Nigerian policy palkers think the cooperation
between both countries should look like, l.e. 2 produﬁeui‘
_ _congumer relationship. The exhibition which was mounted
in the fields of light and heavy engineering focused on tha
-+ building materials industry. The Minister expfessed his
- “belie? that the exhibition was timely e the Nigerian
T government was &t that time embarking on gigantic
 conmstructions in the cowntry, embwacing dwelling houses,
offices, highways, dams, hospitals ané schools. The
7 Commissioner emphasized that the exhibition was a concrete
demonstration of the Teadiness of Drazil to co-operate With
ﬁigeria in her task and determination %o forge ahead and
keep faith with Nigerian people and her destiny! Fe firally
expressed the hope that the exhibition wvould further
strengthen {the ties, friendship and w Jerstending between

L

f:"fhe two countries.(14)

To show ths correlation of view  initg and attitudes

of stateamen or representatives of bew . comntriegs we need
to report the Brazilian Ambassador's = 2cch on the same

occasion. Mr. G.H. lima, the Ambassald » opined that Brazil

T e s L e g oo
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wag not wsly  pgeographically amd culturally the closest

non-african country to Nigeria, Brazil he continuved, is

~ also a country that had schisved a cumslderable degree of

| indqustrialisation that was reflected in terms of interna-
tional trode In low freight r.tes and fast deliveries. The

" Ambassador remarked that the ezbhibition was to show building

~ machinery and equipnent fo» construction with a1 emphasin

on the egtablishrent of joint vepitures, EBEe added that many
Brazilisn companicn were prepared to discuss with pro. ective
.. Nigerian p:wtner:— the production of 'bm.lding materials in

- Nigeris Ly using I:z.g,e.r:.an ravw materia'.ls and Braz.il:.an

. technologyt Such muterials, according fo him would include

“elay bricks, cluy pipes, glazing tilea, wall snd £loor tiles,
| Joclr:s, h:mgef:, prefabricated hovses and electric installa-
' (15) T e e e e L

tlons ) A “..' - - e e e el . '._ _' '

The econpmic_ relations between Nigerié and Brazil

remzin the pivol on which relationships in other sectors

. revolve. The Nigéria«Brazil rel::xtion::ﬁip is alzo -not. -

devoid of what arounts to empty expe  iations hoth on the
economic and other isswes. Vhile o7 ning & one-day semlnar

on 'Brazil-Nigeria-Angola Axis in t¢ South Atlantic Ocean’

- at the N.I.I.A., lagos, the then Pedizal Commissioner foxr
. - BExternsl Affairs, (13th April, 1976} - Brigadier Joseph

Garba claimed that if given the his’ -y and experience of
the states in the South Atlantic ~ 5. h the notable excepticy
of apartheid South Africa - the aim . | Nigerila, Angola and

 Brazil was to0 search for new arreng:i ants to safeguard their

"

A _‘_ﬁ.
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‘pational interests andffﬁsovereignty from other naticns and

T powers. Fe called for meking the South Atlentic ocean

nuclear free and the evolution of a collective security

-

'syatem although such an arrangement has never taken place.(js)

The two countries have algo, on occasions, redterated
adherence to the principles of the Uhited N&tions;iﬁ
particular those relating $0 the eguality of states,

"77:ﬁ territerial intesgxrity, self determinction of pecples, e

Co o p——

disputes by peaceful means and'ncnfacqui$itiannof territories

interference in states' intermal affaire, nettlempnt of

by force. They have also jeintly condemmed the continuation

of apartheid ia South Africa, called for the independence
of Namibia, ‘ealled for an equitable resolution of the Middle
(17).

East conflict, and aleso called for nurleaxr disarmament,

" Also on Janvory 10, 1979, e nurver of agreements were

) M'.signed.by bbth counﬁrieé. Thése-includeﬁu- _
'ft ik - 1. Agreement on Economic, Seientific end Tecknical
:f; o cooperation; e -
B 2, Agreement on Priendghlip coope: .Lion and Trodes
;i 7+« Agreement on the Establishmen® of a Joint Coordina-
i tion Coumission; > B _" 6
iﬁfff If;-_4. Agreement on Air services; e T

'IS.. Agreement on Exchanga of Noter .2 ccoperation in

the field of Radio and Telewi.: .
1 '_| 6. Protocol to the Agreement on { “{urasl cooperation

of November 16, 1972;

¢ e A b e e tegsn e 7w e s 85 S e T i e i "= et s e
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7. Memorandum of Understanding on the Expansion of
Econonic, Trade, and Technical cooperation;

8, Joint Cormunique as per'abcve.(18)

These agreerents are a culmination of Brazil's effort
over thepreceding seven years to strengthen her political
and economic ties with swb-Saharan Africa, especially
Nigeria. It was estimated that the bilateral agreemenis
between the two countries would result in bilateral trade
worth over USH5 billion ovq{;the following five years.

As a result of the above agféements. a Joint Co-ordina-
tion Commission was set up to monitor their progrees. The
inaugural seseion of the Joint Ceoordination Commission which
was held in lagos between 23rd and 25th March, 1981 was led
by Brazilian Foreign Minister Savai*a Guerreiro and the
verious aspects of billateral economic relations between
Rigeria and Brazil which vwere examined during the inaugural
session of the commission include the following:

1. Agriculture: Both sides agreed that the existing
areas of cooperation in egriculture should be expanded a:d
new areas cof cooperation, particulerly in food production
should be explored. The Nigerian eside expressed interest
in cboporation in the areas of forestry, livestock and
poultry, fisheries, food production and processing and
research. PFreference was also ShOVR for an integrated

approach, which covers from production to marketing, on a



Joint venture basia hetveen ngerlan and Braallian

enterprisen,

2., Yater Resources and“;rfigation: To boogt focod -

productien in the drowht affected areas, Niserian pide

exprevsed interest in collaborating with Brazll in the

 setting up of irvigation projects in Nigeria. . ..

3. Indusirisl Trainine Fund (I.T.F.): The Nigerizn

side reguested for assistance in teaching materialaf{gdﬁi

facilitieas for the estahllbhmpnt of formal and non-foxmal

~ vocational training centres in Nigexla. i draft protocol
s

which was accepied by the Brazilisn zide recommended the

' egteblishment of e jolnt working group for implemantlng

- tha proposeﬁ techn;cal cooperation.

4. Social Developront, Youﬁg, Snorts and Culture:

Brazilian agsistence was gought in the training of persomnel

for social development in the areas of rehabilitation, child

' and maternal welfare and commmity development., The Nigerian

S gide also aought the cooperation of B:.azil in the supply of

coaches and phyaical edueation specin ists for the

= developmént of Nigerlan coachesg, usir; exlsting loeal

- facilities in particuler areas of sypor:.s such as soceoer,

P o Tiwe

- basket-ball, and volley ball, Both &’ los expressed interasgt

© in the exchange of art works, gpeatf . and visual artists

iR

and Jjournalists.

5« Yealth: The two sides agre: ©0 exchange information
and research materials on preventive : ‘diclne generally and

melaria and yellow fever eradication @ . particular.
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6. Edu~ition =+’ Research: The Brazilian side expressed

intoregt in the Nigoriz's Collegz: of Teclinology system which
it felt, wovld be reclevant to Prazil's development in the
ares: of techpologicil educztion. The Brazilian side submit-
ted tvo dralt proper.zly for the consideration of the

Nigorion eidz. The first was on a technical cooperation
project to be implem:nted betwesn. the faculty of Architec~
ture, University of Sao Fauvlo and similar faculties of the
Universitlicu of Iages and Xfe. The second proposal was' on
t»2 technical cooperation prosrzmre to be implemented

between the Institule for Technological Research, Sao Faulo

and the Project Development Azency (PRODA) at Enugu.

7. Induvatry: Both sides agreed to cooperate in the
ectablishrent of Industrial Devalopment Centres (IDC) in
Rigeria and that svch cooperation should include exchange of
tecknical staff. On consultancy services, the Nigerian side
noted the useful inputs from Brazilien organisation and
requented for additional similer inputs in the establishment
of consultancy gervices for new Industrial Centres in

different peris of Nigeria,

8. 0il 2nd Encergy: Both sides expressed satisfaction
at the exicting relatioanship between Yetrobras of Brazil
and NHPC of Nigeria, and were determined to strengthen their
exchanges and cooperation as regards oil matters. The

intention of the Brazilian side to increase its purchase of



: f Nigerian ¢il to about 60,000 barfelé perldafmin'ths naareat'
- future was noted by the Nigerion gide. The Brazilien slde.
alec expressed ite reliance on lHigeria for emergency addi-
tionzl sale to Brazil in cacs of wmezpocoted disruptions'in
.Brazil's oil zupplies dwe to events beyond her comirol. The
”i_ Nigerisn gide Obgerved that provided thers iz available
uncommitted oil, Brazil's request would be favourably
considered. The Nigerian sgide re-emphasised ite intercest
in the training of NNPC technicians and engineers in Brazil.
~ For that purpose a teanm of engineers would e si.t to.- . .

Brazil, to study the modalities for the proposed training

el e e r s eewn b R miesen 4w

b PrOZramme .

SorT 8, Trade Reinsurance and Rinance: .o

EEE T

(a) Trade: The Nigerion side expressed its interest
In diversifying ite trade with.Brééil vith a view %o

-« correcting the existing trade deficit. The Brazilian side
obgerved that new areas will certainly be opened as the

" trade relations between the two counbrics develop furthor -
and both countries develop their respective siructures of
production and marketing. The Brazilian side however,
indicated its intention to double its purchase of Nigerian
rubber from 5,000 tong per year to 10,000 tons in 1981 and
possibly 16,000 tons in 1982,

(b) Reinsursnce: Both sides exchanged information

on reingurance business in each coumtry and agreed to
\ cooperate furthexr in this fisld. The Brazilian_ gide submit-
. ted a draft Protocol of Intenasions for the exchange of

 business between the Nigériéf“ﬁeinsurance Corporation and
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its Brazilian couwnterpart, IRB. The draflt was examined
and aiopted lor subscquant approval. The Brazilian side
also expregsed its remdiness to 233ist in training
perscanel of th2 Nigeriocn Reinasurance Corporation in

Brazil.

(c) XYires of Cralit: The issus of a previons

e

Brazilian Govornmont offer of USY100 million line of orcdit

for the gale of Drazilian products to Nigeriz was re-opcigue
The %razilisyw side explained that resources for lines of'
credis were limited due to constraints iﬁpoaed'by current"-”_
econcuic policies, The matter waa‘}eserved for further
negoetiations brtween competent authorities of the two

couwniries.

(d) Dpouble Taxaticn: Both oides agreed on the need
for an agreemant to avoid double taxation and prevent
fiscul evasicn relating te tax on income and capital. They
also apreed to astart negotiation of the agreement as soon
as poa=zible. | . | o

(e) BRankine Relations: After reviewing the banking

relations between the two countries vis-a-vis the national
rules and regulations in force, the Brazilian side expressed
interest in {h2 expansion of bilateral cooperation in this
field through the establishment of its ® ks in Nigeria, on
the basis of reciprocity. The Nigerian . ide welcomed the
jdea and indicated the possible areas ©. cooperation
feagible under existing Nigerisn legisle on. '

10. Cooperation Between FCDA and " ‘VACAP: Both sides

expressed their satisfaction withithe d ft protocol between
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the goveranrent of Nigeria znd Brazil in the field of
technical cooperation related to th2 bdbuilding and setting
up of the new Pederal Capital of igeria in Abuja. The
protocol is to be implemented throvgh the exchange of
experience betwecn the Compoatriz Urbanizadora da Nova
Capital of Brazil (NOVACA?) and Federal Capital Mevelopment
duthority (FCDA) =nd will provide the opportunity for joint

action by both companies znd authorities of the two countries
N

in the overall ectablishment of the city of Abuja.

11, Aviaticn: The Nigerisn side requestea 1or Brazilian
agsistance in the provision of experienced flying instructors
to serve in the Nizerian Civil Aviation Training Centre in
Zaria for periols ranging from cne to two years and for the
training of Adr Traffie Controllers. The Brazilian side
agrsed to forward the proposals to ifé country's competent
authoritiss for consideration, New arcas of cooperation in
this field are to be defined as time goee on and official

delegations exchunged.

12, Transport: In realisation of the importance of
maritime transport to expert trade, both sides recommenicd
the need for the beginning of technical studies which would
lead to the signing of a shipping agre=zient between Nigeria
and Brazile. The studies are to take actount of the draft
proposals on the subject submitted by 1 - Brazilian
authorities. A delegation of experts . om the Federal
Ministry of Transport will visit Brazil {o discuss the
patter with its Brazilian counterpart ol a date to be

3
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mutually agreed upon. The Nigerian side expressed the
vish that the Nigeria-Brazil-Nigeria Freight Conference be
re-organised with a view to making it adaptable to Nigeria's
existing maritime legislation.

15. Communications: Both sides recognised the need

for bilateral cooperation in commumications. To that end,
both sides agreed to the implementzation of such cooperation
in the following areas:

(a) Encouraging the establishment of local man xfuc-
turing wits on joint wventrve basis (b) suvorly of gqualified
Brazilian engincers to train Nigerians in P amd T schools;
(¢) supply of maintenance personnel familiar with available
equipment in Nigeria, (d) facilities for training Nigerian®
in P and T schools in Brazil; and (e) supply of technical
services and equipments. For a ste.dy implementation of
cooperation in the field, both sides agreed to conclude an
agreement on Telecommunications. As a result, Nigerian
side will further examine a draft agreement presented by
;the Brazilian sideSw )

After the report of the inaugurel sesciom of the Joint
Coordination Commission was presentel to the appropriate
governpent authorities all relevant ! inistries and agencies
were directed to take necessary foll 7 up actions on issues

relating to their respective areas ¢ operation.

The interest that was generated &y the nature of
opoperation apreed upon in both the ¢ jreements signed and
the Joint Commission led to the sponsoring of a dialogue

which attracted participants From 2all walks of life. In



July, 1980, the Nigerian Institute of Intérnational Affaira
-and the University of Sao Pavlo, Brazil, sponaored a three
day Nigerian-Brazilian Dialogue on Foreign Policy, Wﬁich |
was held in Saoc Paulo, In the course of the dialogus
thirteen Nigerian gcholars, businessmen and news media
executives met with an equal number of their Brazilian

counterparts.(zo) The recogrition of the lack of balanced

- relationshiyp and the need to take a longer perspzctive wn

 the national interest of Nigeriz cn its bilateral relaiions
 with Brazil were some of the ressons given for initiating
Vﬂtthe dialOgue'by-?fﬁféééofuﬁolaji ikinyemi, then Director
General of the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs.
- Phe dialogus presented asn opportunity for both sides to

T review vital dsgues in the Nigeriz-~Brazil relations.(21>

Theﬁprominent themes at the dialogue were security,
econonice and the problem of racism., It was noted that the
reported(azj South Atlantic Pact between South Africa, the
--U.S. and South America would pose the real threat of
trangforming the South Atlantic into & region of military
: confrontation rather than an ocean of jzace between the
| peoples of Africa and Jatin America.(kﬁ) The upaurge of
Brazil's stake in South Africa, econorically and militarily,
it was noted, is not in consonance with her avowed support
for the African cause and aspiration$“{24> It vas concluded

that trade alone shouwld not be enough 40 Jugtify Brazil's



45

pnetration into the country, as Nigeria ie "svitally

Interented in her security, the develorment of her produc-
tive forces, rather than a ready warket for finished goods
from Brazil. 25} N

~ Another 1and?mark in 6cdnomic relations between the
two countries was the formation of Figeria/Brazil Chawber
of Commerce in 1983%., During the inaugural weeting of the
Chatthzr of Comrerce, & cooperation agreement vas signed.
'The zgreepent was in promoting relations based on nutual
friendship and good will, a5 well as to engage in commercial

exchanges with a view to cooperating in the technical and

“GconomiC“fields'.(zsl_ The document signed by representatives

from both countrles set out the terms of the ceooperation

—— A P P T — nmr e S b ——— e

sgreement thussy 7
1. To orgenise economic and trade missions betveen
both countries and to give support to their members,
_ with the aim of developing buviness in Brazil and
*{I - Nigeria in the economic and technical fielda;-
| 2. Both parties shall work within the laws znd
regulations in force in the {wo member couniries
%o endeavour'to f1fil the =ims of the present
agreement through comercizal prometicn, exchange
of goods and services, and ¢ -peration in the
 technical and economic field. between Brazilian
and Nigerian enterprises and :.conomic organisations;

3. To stimulate, encourage and p-omote visits by trade



4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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niscsions from beth countrics with the aim of
inventirating varkets and developing activities
¥ithin the scope of the possibilities offered by
the resypective economies;
To provide members with the necessary asaistance .
t0 do business in industry, commerce and agricul-~
ture;
To intensify tradec relations by holding trade fairs
and exhibitions and thereby create favourable.'
conditions for the publications of promotion and
publicity materizls in generui;
Both parties shall hold periodic meetings to
exchange ideas end informetion of vse to tha-two
cowntriea; _
To act as a 1link and a channel between the two
countriec with a view to enforce agreements and
protocols governing import teriffs, so as to
congolidate the promotion of commercial and eccnomic
cooperation and the realisation of jeint projects;
To undertake a systematic exchange cof commerciczl,
econonic and technical cooperation information
between Brazil and Nigeria by means of the follow-
ing:
provision of publicity material in fairs and
exhibitions;
exchange of publicity in the technical end economic
fields end of resources existing in both countries;



9.

[ — e

offer assistance with the orgenisation and

10,

it.

12.

L e

i

. eooperation in dréfting lows cconcerning trade and

import tariffs in both cowntries, and especially

ap assistance in econcluding commercial contacts

and joint ventures undertaken by members or by
Brazil and Wigerisz; o -

to provide information on the registration of licens-
ses, patentys and trademar¥s to the governments of
both countries through th§ mutual exchange of
information between the partics and trade betweeﬁ
Brazil and Nigeris;

In order {o consolidate the promotion of commercial

exchanges, whenever necegsary both partiss shall

. par;icipa?ion in_gxh%biﬁions,mfgirs? and Other evgpﬁg

A e

vhich ﬁay strengthen the comrercial relations between
the parties to this agreemont;

To stimulate exchanges of specialists by giving

- grente, organising trade fairs and exhibitions, or

“undertaking other activities of mutual intercst;

In additicen to the abowve iterms, both pariies shall
exploit all the opportunities available for
gchieving nutual commercial, economic and technical
benefits for dboth cowmtries and for their members;
and finally, _ o

The present agreement shall be valid ag of the date

of signature and may be amended whenever necessary(27J

Y X B
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When the Ambassador of Brazii télﬁigeri5 Kr;.Fernando
2bott Galvaoo paid a visit to Lhe counell, the execuilive
Director of the Chanber, Mr. Mutin Cwolabl Ishola-Ilemomu
noted with delight the sustzinsd interest shown by the
Ambagsador in the affairs and progress of the Chamher.(za)
He said %hat the aim of the NBCC is tc prowote the develop-

rent of commercial economic and industrial relationm as well

as technologhcal development between the two countriss. He

“however recalled that wntil recéntly, Brazil was a majef

trading partner of Nigeria. Accerding to him, Brazilisn

. ioports from Nigeria decfeased from ¥547 million level in

1981 tq_Hf?Q_mi;lion in 1982 while Brazilian erports to

Nigeria equally fell from X578 million to H184 million during

the save period. By the end of the first half of 1983,

exports to Nigeria from Brazil kad furither nosedived to
{79 m311ion. The interest of the Chapber therefore, lies in

increasing conditions favourable to reactivating the economic

and commercial tieg, he added.

In his responze, the Ambassador ftold the meceting that

the (Chapber and himgself shared common inferests and ideag

a3 far as promotion of trade relations between Nigeria and

. Brazil was concerned. Te sald further that he apent a

-'greater rart of his time in Nigeria working relentlessly

%o achieve similar goals as those set out by the Chamber.

(29)

Puring the civilian regime (1580 -~ 1983} there -

- over fifty official delegations to Brazil, including tha
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Senate President, the speaker of the liouse of Representa-
tivea, Governors of Crun and Miver States, the Ministers
of Agriculture, Aviztion, Telecommunication, Federal Capital
Development Authority, several Parliamcntary Coamittees and
Stete delegations led by cormissiopners, military delegation
led by Vicc Chief of Tefence Staff, Rear fdmiral H. |
Abdullahi znd two tours of Nigerian CGroen Eagles ete.;
while the only Brazilian ministerial visit to Nigeria in
nearly ten years were the visits ~f Foreign Minister e

Barbosa and Saraiva Guerreiro in 1972 and 1981 réspectively.

Nigeria/Brazil relations .culminated in the visit of

~ the Brazilian former Fead of State to Nigeria Ia 1983. It
could be said that the President's visit was thke culmination
of the vigorous efforts on both sides to work out arrange-
ments that would put the relations on a solid footing. It
is therefore significant, that Fresident Figueiredo became
the first Iatin American Precident to visit Nigeria., One of
the principal aime of the summit was to find out how and
vhy the volurs of trade between the two cowntries slum)-d
drustically over the last two years. Second anong the
officially stated aime, was to study the possibilities of
streamlining credit arrangements between the central banks
of both countries by creating a system of periodic settlement
and balancing between the two counjries through direct
ceredit transactions. The visit was also to provide an
opportunity to review the existing culjural accord between
the two countries, under which about 200 Nigerian students



50
study in Brazzil annuvally. Purther, the summit may also
have been set up 'to afford Figeria the opportunity of
learning a few lesscons from the PBrazilien econory, lessons
which could comd in helpful to Nigeria in realising her
national aspiration toward industrial deVGIOPMQHt'.(SO)
It would be recalled thati the joint ceommunigue issued
at the end of the state wvisit noted relations had developed -
in a 'mutually beneficial' mznner., The two pregidents )
according to the communigue expressed the belilef that the
"necegsary conditions existed for their future development
(bilateral relations) in all areas based on the principle
nf equality and mutual_benefits".(31)

48 significant as the visit might be it did not go
without being criticised by the Nigerian Press and
academicians. The National Concord in its editorial of
November 24, 1983 has this to say:

eeo When talks between the two leaders ended
with the issue of a rather scanty communique
last week, it only gave credence to doubts

earlier on expressed in some quarters, as to

whether the summit was really worth the
elimb.(32)

On the aims of the summit, one of which was to find
out how and why the volume of trade between the two
countries slumped drastically such an inguiry would not
have called for a presidential summit. For as is widely

known, due t0 the global economic recession which has
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reduced expoft murkets and slashed cormmedity earnings, most
countrins now auffer acute foreign exchange shortages.
They are therefore unable to sustair ‘mports at the same

level a3 in the pzat,

On the question of studying the possibilities of
streamlining credit arrangements betiween the Central Banks
of both countries, such a study, loajed as it would be with
techniczl details, would have been better undertaken by .
banking authorities in both cowntries, without presideniial

involvern:nt on elther pide.

I On the ground that the visit was to provid= an
opportunity to review the existing cultural aécord between
the two countries, there seemsd to be no reasoan why any
tangles in that accord could not have been sorted out by

the two ministers of education of both countries.

That the summit might also have been set up to afford
Nigeria the opportunity of learning = few lessons from
Brazilian economy, today's Brazil is hardly the kind of
coumtry where any truly development oriented - Third World
country could go to for tuition courses. Once the "“economic
show case" of latin America, the country today has run up
a 110 billion 4dollar debt, enjoys the dubious distinction
of standing as the Third World's heaviest debtor, and is
now the principal contender for the Chairmanship of the

proposed debtor nation's cartel.
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It is necessary to point cut that afier more than
three years of severs recession its inflation rate now
hovars arowi 150 percent and about two oul of every five
breadwinners in the couwatry ar: out of job. Its currency,
the crazeiro, has bocn devalusl about 70 times in {he last
twe years without ylelding the decired result. In short,
the once wounted Brazilian econcaic "miracle" is now a dim
memory, and even under the bent of global conditions, tle
comiry faces a future of severely limited optiona, Whotever
there was to learn from auqh an econonmy could either hé#a
been leaxrnt Irom stulying the records whiﬁh néé availaﬁi;“'h"
worldwide, or at mosi by sending a Nigerian expert delega-
tion to Brazil, but certainly nct by hosting a 143-man
presidential entouwrasze from Brazil.(sz)

In 1905, the Minister of Naticnal Plamming, Chief
Michael Adigun led Miperian delegation to Brasilia for the
second session of the Joint Comumission of the two countriea(33
At the conclusion «7 the 3 day session, Higeria and Brazil
agreed to strengt their areas of cooperation in Agricul-
ture, Commerce an: ndustry, Technology and Education,

Energy, Sports, Culiure and Social Development. During the
sension, the two sides reviewed and assessed the achievements
of past cooperation efforts in the pericd following the

first joint session. Addressing the closing session, Chief
Michael Adigun expressed delight that much ground was covered



-of the two cowntries. . o ohodETTTOULEE

during.the threé~day gesaion, aading ﬁhﬁt fﬁe fuﬁuﬁé |

looked very bright for Nigerda-Brazil relationship and the
esaence of Youth/Jouth cooperation. Chief Adizin promised
that Nigeria would give speedy and appropriate congideration
t0 the Bragzillian proposal for a consulax agreement 4o
facilitate closer interaction between the peoplgdof'the |
two countries. He hovever, calléd for Brazil'snéommitment
end contribution to the realisation of the goa}s of the 3;

rezolutions adopted 2t the session for the mutus) benefit

' Also speaking at the closing ceremony, the Brazilian

-+~ -Minister for Forelgn Affairs, Mr. Olavio IEgydio Setuba,

. expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the Joihf“f“

‘-aession.(34) He was optimistic that the decisions reached
~ would contribute to the deepening of relations between his

'”country and Nigeria, I also pledged his country's commit-

| e e mepm i R - e mmi

nent

o fully execute the provocol.(?) @

fs a reguit of all these eomtacts, on Ministerial,
Presidential, gpecinlised levels, and as a result of the
crestion of institutions like the Joint Commission, trade
between Nigeria and Brazil has flourished abundantly, to
the extent that the cooperation between the two countries
i alwvays held up as a model, a type of mutual trade
relations which should be encouraged among developing third
world countries. For example, since the Brazilian official

delegation visited Nigeria in 1972 and that of Afro-Chambex

L O USRI S S T P
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of Comnerce in 1973, therz had been many Brazilian companies
which became interested in Nigerian market and actively
participated in several lagos trade fairs. Today, Brazil;a
well nurtured and painstaking export investiment drive is
amply rewarded ca evidenced by the proliferation of firms

engaged in diverse economic activities.

T.ésa conponies cover a wide spectrum of the cowmtry's
social, commercial and industrial life. For example, P?“IA
is engaged in agricultural modernisation and cattle raaching.
Td date, the company is involved in the coastvruction of 1 our
integrated cattle ranches in Bauchi State and forestry
developrent within Nigeria while PROTEC-SOERATEL consortium
and GRABEAMBELL work exclusively on Nigeria's telephone
system. As steted earlier, the oil boom of the middle and
the late seventies saw the fortwnes in business transactions
between the two countries which warranted a commercial

delegation from Brazil in 1981, N

-

The first time an African country broke into the
ranks of Brazil's top ten partners was in 1981, wica Nigeria
far zbove any other, accounted for 3.3% of Brazil's total
exports surpassing Great Britain as a customer of Brazilian
goods. "A serious consiriction of Nigeria's market prevented
a repeat performance in 1982 or¢1983.(36) In this same
boom year of 1981, Nigeria as the major market, took
manufactured products as 9% of its purchases, thus becoming

Brazil's second largest market by coumtry for manufactures,
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expansion occured at 2.3 times the rate of expansion of

Nigerien imporis as a whole between 1975 and 1980,

According to sources at CACRX, Brazilian foreipn trade
department, the trade brnlance ci &t 1982 shows exports to
Nigeria amounting to Us¥244,160,000, while importo recorded
Us¥227,224,000, placing Nigeria as Brazil's Ttﬁ Jargest
trading partner in the world. Cwing to the world economic
recescion and a general decline in International trade, ,
Brazil's trade with Nigeria declined considerably between
1982 - 1983, Kcvcrthelers,xﬁigari& continues to maintain
a significant position in Brazil's external trade. There
has been a definite recovery in 18984, with a greater promise

for the future. (See table below),

TRADE AND BILATSRAL ECONCMIC RELATIONS

Export to Nigeria Inport from Nigeria

Year (U.8.9) (usd)

1971 460,100 -

1974 11,986,000 142,000
1975 57,180,000 77,000
1976 86,693,000 77,838, 000
1977 115,110,000 90,000
1978 233,517,353 67,598,236
1979 137,475,000 33,202,000
1980 271,505,000 87,836,000
1981 770,250, 000 728,540,000
1982 244,160,000 227,222,528
1907 195,702,000 82,822,000
1084 653,107,154 967,296,086

’
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One striking aspect.of Higériafﬁrazilian rzlations is
the phenonenal growih in trade. Brazil exports & variety
0f monufactures to Nigeria including sugar, tractor,.
textiles, paper, glass, beef, fish, soysbeans, steel
products, bullding materisls, doemetic applionces, textiles,
aircoﬁditicners, shoes, buges, rarts of volksvwagen cars,
tyres, tools, oil derivatives, machinery, nesrly ail
the parts i%fulysolahévs?edirbfed in Nigeria are imported from
Brazil and Figeria iz one of the largest importers of
mérceﬁes Senz trucks and busea from Brazil,  Bilateral

trade roce from less than a millior dollars in 1971 to 1.5

-+ billion dollars in 1981. Slncc then, there had been a gtee;

T g, e

e

do¥n turn in the bllateral trade as shOWn in the table.
There are sizeable number of Brazilzun flrms enguged in

srall, mediuwm and lnrne Indugtrial projects. Buch firms |

Anclude Hydrogervice, Mendes Junior, and NOVACAP. Cicatrade

2lso engages in a vwide range of food products, commodities,

- auto-gpare parts, buwilding meterials and many other

manufactured pgoods. The double taxation agreement aigned

| by both countries was said o have 2ined at facilitating

joint industrial ventures by removing any obstacles which
might hinder collaboration, and which has Indeed encouraged

trade relations hetveen thc two countrlea.

(R
—

| .A.lao, to restore the level of trade to the 1981

position, Brazil put forward proposzls carly in 1983 for a

new gystem of mpettlement of trade transactions. The

Brazilian gtrenous efforts resulted in the signing of
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Protocol of Intertion by the Centra2l Banks of the two
countrics during the wvisit of President Figueiredoin |
Novembor, 1983, The objoctive is to establish reciprocal
lines of credit (special payments arrangements) between the
two Bides. Tt is understood that a Trade Agrecment eigned
in 1984 between Nigerian Minietry of Trade and COTIA, (a
Brazilian Commercial and Industrial firm) was aimed e
faciliizating trade between Nigeria and Brazil to the tune
of USY1 billion dollars both waye through special paymehta
arrangcmanta.(37)
The scope of encrgy cooperation covers agreement for
the supply of 10,000 barrc¢ls of Nigeria oil per day to
Brazil on commercial basis. A contract signed early in 1984
between NNPC and Peirobras (Brazil's egquivalent of NNPC)
allows the importation of 110,000 barrsls of oil per day by
Brazil for refiuwning and re-exporting to Nigeria the
finishsd products. These refined products include gasoline,
kﬁroaene, lubricants, Aviation fuel, etc. which will be
made available to Nigeria's domestic market. Xt is assumed
that the agreement has mutual benefits for the contracting
partics. Nigeria is to gain from the low refinery charges
while Brazil's idle refineries which have capacity of
refining up to 350,000 barrels of oil per day will be kept
busy beside retaining some of the derivatives.
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The other ma2jor export item is ruvbber for which the
Nigerian Rubber Bozrd signed a contract to supply 5,000

tonz a yenr to Brazil.

Techknoleogical cooperation betwecn the two countries
involve the transfer of tcchnologiczl know how. I covers
such areas as technical assirstance, consultancy services,
human resources development and training, telecommunication
and transport development systems, Zngineering and Mining,

hydroelectiric power developrment etc.

In this light, a technical coonaration agreeﬁent vhich
was signed between Industrial Training Fund (ITF) and SENAI
(the Brazilian equivalent of ITF in Jagos in 1932, led to
a team from SENAI, .omposed of three experts visiting the
ITF in Jos in May, 1982 to assess areas of cooperation with
the latter. Also a group of Nigerian officials from ITF
visited Brazil from 29th Auwzust to 18th September, 1983.
Their discussions with SENAI covered the establichment of
informal vocational training centres in Nigeria, manpover
training of ITF staff and technicians in Brazil, consultancy
services of SENAI experts/consultants to ITF in Nigeria and
training and /or industrial attachment of Nigerian techni-
cilang in Brazilian industries. A number of Nigerian students
have since been placed in SEN AT institutionse.



. AT sérviéeé'agreémenﬁlﬁaé”signed between the two
countries in 1979. So far, only the Braéilian National
Airline Viacao Aerea Rio~Grandense S/A {VARIG) has been
runnirg regular scheduvle Flights 4o Iagos from Rioldal
Janeiro. Wigerian Alrveiys 1s however not in a position yet
to run the rouvte mainly bacdagg of low traffic_flow,(gs) but

_however, its personnel have bencfitted from exchange
progravre and training offered by Brazil's VARIG. For '
sx.mple, a nurber of NVigerian Airways pllots have been
wdertsliing conversion courses in Brazil Tor Boeing 737,
727 and 707 and DC 10. Several pilots, flight office and
flight engiﬁeefs haﬁé bééh.iﬁéoivéd in ont forﬁ'of treining
| or the other. Tt is also pathered thet arrangements are on

" hand to service sors Nigerian Adrvays planes in Brazil.

Defence

In thé erea of def@nde, nov much hag been achieved in

'?j'tha relationship between the two cowntries. Fowever, ﬁﬁring
'  the state visit of former Brazilian President in 1983,

© bilatoral talks were beld on militery coopsration, nd a

.protccol of uwnderstanding was initiated. This covers

' exchange of visite, avrangements for exchange of technology,
- procurcment of weapons, treining of ﬁersdnnel and the

egtablishment of joint ventures.

.7 2.3 Cultural Relations

- looking at non~cormmercial areas of relationship between



the reoples of boﬁh wides, there appears to ha@e been some
interesting exchanges. In the exrly 1960's, some Nigerlan
'doctor§ were trained in Brazil as pard of Prazil's taid!
during 1he Janio Quadro and Joao Ceoulart regimes. During
that period also, scholarly exchenges began also to he
noticed, University of Pahia scholars like Dr. Quillheme
Castro came to the Univergilty of Ife to stuly while

Mr. Iashebikan went to University of Bahia to teach Yoruba
which is very imporitant to the worship of the Crishas. Qhe
Braziliane were very active in FESTAC 1 arnd IT. The .

$  ﬁniversity of.Ifé is_fapidly becbmihg.the.1eadiﬁg.Engiiéh—
spealking African University bpeciﬁlising in Portuguese Area
Stuaicn. 39 Fany students have indeed graguatsd with a -

~» degree in Portuguese languoge. The first kmown course titled -

~YHistery of Portuguese Speaking Africa' started: In 1975
B Period :

. during the active /  of the University's African Biudies
| Inetitute, the Y“Brazilian Diaspora Project, involving

"illustrious scholars like Professor Akin Buba, S.he. akintOye

* Yende Abimbola, Pierre Verger, Mr. Clabiyi Yai, the late

Dr. Meriano de Cunha, Dr. Manuels da Cumba and others, were
inifiated. The inactivity of the instituie has made it im
impossible for the joint projects to assume az large a scope
a8 oripginally intended. Each researcher has now tailored
his work to suii{ the new reality. I{ is significant to
also note that at present, the Universlty has a link with



Universities of Bahiz, Yao Taulo and Brazilia, for scholarly
cocperation. Apart from this, the University of Ife also
has an agreenment for its foreign languspge students with the
Universities of Sao Iaulo, Bahia and Brazilia; while the
"University of lagos mainteing a siﬁilar agresment betweeﬁ"

its medical school and the University of Sao Paulo.(4G}

T B
The.protbcol to the culfural agreeﬁent bf Nbvemhéf, 1972
included ameng other things, an exchange of non~fee paving
students between the two couwntries. There are at prgaeﬁ;
- - over two hundred non-tuiticz fce poying Niz~im students-in
Brazilion institutions of higher learning undertaking courses
. »dn Medicine, Engineering, Social Sciences, Architccture,

..Mwminigtration, and Jownaldem, .l iDL

~=2.4 Political Relationg .o owiioni

_ Brazil's economic felations with Nigeria in particular;
~ and other Third World Countries in genewal have influenced
5 }ts political positions vis-a-vis the Yhird World bloc. Its
contacta with Nigerié ﬁéy hév; iﬁfiﬁ;ﬁéé&néﬁe Brgéiliéﬁul .
'”'state into flexing its attitudes towarisg $} apartheld
 “‘regims in S, Africa. It has recently redvaod its Embassy
- 'staff in Iretoria to a Charge §'Affairs Invel, headed by a
?éwvery junior diplomatic officer, and closed down its consulate
in Cape town. TIresident Figueiredo's -dministration trieqd
to maintain a gbrong stand on the Sou™ : African attacks on
f?_Angola and supports the presence of 4! . Cuban troops in

Angcla as long as the South African 1) ‘cats on Angola exiStj(41




62

In this chavier, we have seen how with the attainment
of Inderendence by Nigeria in 1960, Brazil-Nigeria ties
became strengthencd and formalised. Ve have also seen
how particularly from 1970, there pgrev greater econonic
cooperation betwcen both countries characterised by Nigeria's
consumpiion of Brazilian finished zocls and technology and
Brazil's corsumption of Nigeria primary producta, particularly

.

oil. Y¥ec also exzmined the setting up of the various -
formal sgencies of coopsruiicn betucen-the- tve atmatries,
e.g. the Joint Cecrdination Commission and the Brazil
Nigeria Chamber of Ccmmerce and how these have helped to

e
create a Braziliazn economic presence in Nigeria,
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3,0  NIGSRIA-BRAZIL ECOHOMIC RELATIONS

Thie chapter will examine whether the relztionship
between Nigeria and Brazil i premised on exploitation and
dependence or on mutual benefit. Given the clear superiority
or advancement of Brazil in terms of teéhno]ogical and
industrial strength, we shall argue that a relationship’of
d¢pendence similar to. that ohﬁaining between the North and
the South is being replicated between Brazil and Nigeria,
both belonging to the Jouth in the Internaticnzl Economic

| Order; Tbié'will be evidenced by an analysis of the volume

'.f of tradc between the two countries and the character of

L by capital.

exchango or the tyre of goods exchangeﬁ.

| There has been an internationalisation of capiizl, as

- a result of the epochal transcendance of naticnal boundaries
(1) The mass and large scsle movements of
capital from one territory to the oth~ do not conform to
regional classifications. There i iy leed a high incidence

of transfer and then, nationalisaticn of American and
Eurcpean capital to certain Southern countries like Singapore,
- Hongkong, South Korea, Bragil and Hig‘ﬁi&.(z) Also a lot of
Southern capital are being expatriate for investments In

the North. fThis is true of Nigerian, 3audi Arabian;

Iranian, Brazilizn capital which is be ing effectively
employed in the U.S.i., Britain, West .ermany, France,

‘Switzerland etc. to yleld profits for the 'Southern' luveutors
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Aditionally, there is transfer »f investmonts of |

capitul bhetween countries of the South.

Due to0 hlstorical factors, oms of which l1s the early
gtart certaln countries had in ecapitslism, amd the
objective etrength they have in relation to other countries
(the late starters), we have whol countries reflecting the
town and the country eleavage. This cleavags is o
increaszingly beccoming apparent hetwsen counbries of the"

gouth vwhere there is, also, uneven end wneguwal development.

..uAs“ﬁ f&sult of tha transition from capitalism to

~ imperielism, a feature of which, according to lenin is

... the shift from mere expori of goods from one cowmtry to

_another to the expory of capital from one part of the
globe to another, copital becams an international social

- force. It ds with the rige of ipperinlism as a historical
“epoch that we had the preponderance and centrality of _
foreign capital represented in the form of tranenational
| corporations in the ecomonic life of capitalist nations,
vhich taken togeiher form the glohal capitalist order.

Ons tendency that has been manifested under imperialism
(the interns’ mmalisation of economic life) iag +the

centrality ¢ oreign capital throuzh trangsnationals in

- the developm:..u of capitalism, (olbeit development that

continues to Le dependent on foreimm capital) in selected
" areas. Tho one thing capital is always after is profit
and a8 long ag there is enough profits to be made in a

L)

particular territory, capital will be there. = v
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But ve have to understand that various ca pltallst
economles are chjectively Inter-linked. Thus, while
certain countries are good only for extraction of raw
materials, supply of labour and a markesd forfinlﬂhud goods,
other countries may be sulted for projucticn of raw materials
a5 part of cepitalism's global strategy. But a central
factor as vwe menticned earlier is the centrality of fora_gn
- ¢apital in such development, (3)

' -_(o:-l - .
" -

All these mean +thot while we can empiricslly aajeyﬂain
‘the pattern of production and exchange within sud between . .
BPrazil and Nigeria, and conelule that there is a dependency
< relationship leading to the relative develcpmenu of Brazil
" am conversely, relative underdeve]opmpnt of Nigeria, we
 would still have 40 find out the owners of capital e.na as
‘.snch mawas ‘ o? economic life in tbe*two territories.
Foreign capital dominate both cowntries, and while good _
" points can be made Tor employment opre Ltnities, abd
develoPment potentialities in the territory of employment,

stands t0 gain from such deveWQPments. If a particuls:
comiry e,g. Brazil, developes,from th: exploitation of
such countfies, it is cpincidental. TlLa prime motive of
&Péuch development is profit. -Thus, whi'e there are indige-
nous capitalists (and, there are such coverful indigenous
elements) that stand to gain and they (m‘gain & lot, from

dependency reletionship between Brazil and Nigeria, in the
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final analysis, this reletionship is just & pevd of the
glcbal strategy ¢f internatlonal caplital impsrialism.(4)

From the outsel we want to nbte thod gooda exchanged
between the two cowntries it the statelite metropole or |
North/Jouth constructioﬁ. where Brazil exporis to Nigeria
such high industrial goods like vehicles and spars parts,
Nigeria exportslto Brazil only crude o0il and rubber., The
consequence of this is that, while Figsria can be said to

be part of Brazil's global market, and a8 guch, helpa it in

- resr)iging the valwe of her proeduets, vhich also means helping

it to fufther the provess o? its caoital accumulation,

Nigeria on the other hand merely exzports goods to Brazil )
that have only immediaté beﬁéfifﬁ fo fﬁe Higerian econom§- ;
inltérﬁs”of.avaiiability of.money. But the long ferm

intereats of accumulaﬁidn, of the develﬁpment of industry.

and technolozy, of the overall develooment of tho economy

gare not served.

The gocds eichanged from Nigeria are.themselvéézgfiﬁary
gooda which yield guite a variety of other goods which
improve the productive capacity employment sitwation, tecino-
logy of Brazil. A variable in the dependency and underdeve-—
lopment syndrome is the fact that what country 'A' loses,
comtry B gaing, i.e. that phenomenal developrent of one - -

cowntry will not be powgible without the relative and at the san

time. abdolube impoverilisation of another. A4s such, there is

a vay in Which the development of industry and concomittantly

technology in Brazil can be linked to the objective wasting
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arl under-~utilization of the potentialitles of'Nigerig.
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341 Qyerview of Niqerian.Economg
With an area cf 913,072.64 square kilometres, Nigerié
occupies one of the largest territories on the African
continent. Nigeria's population of about 100 million.
inhabitantz is multi-sihnic and has largest concentration
. of blgcks in the world. The country is also endowed with

o vast and largely untapped human, natural jnd mineral

-

Nigsria operatés a mixed econbmj in which government
owns and runs rall-roads, publ;c_utilities, radio and f
" television services, as well as mining; iron and steel and
agricultural enterprises. The private sector is d ominant
in agriculture, small ani mediux-gcale industry; dommerce
and construction. Both the government and private .
businessmen (mostly foreigners) joinily own and operate

bankingz, insurance and several manufzcturing industries.

In spite of the obvious rapld growth in Nigeria since
1960, the economy remains largely undeveloped. The manage-
ment of the vast petrolewm and other natural resources
appear less than adequate. Consequently, the economy héd
not been placed on the correct path tovards atiaining its
full potentials. The agricultural.aéctor is backward and
mresponsive to the demands of other economic sectors,
Industrial development had been minimal, lopaided and

- heavily dependent on imported inputs. Above all, economic
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growth has lorgely been determined by the fluctuating
externsl fortunes of the peiroleunm industry. In particular
the instability of the oil industry hzs had severe adverse
impact on the indusitrial sector and govermumeni development

programnmes .

The m2in economic problemy which poulicy makars had tried

to £ind solutions to remained broadly the same from

independencs to date., The core of these problems is the'.

high level of poverty of the Nigerlan population. With per

 capita income of about H60 in 1960, Nigeria was among the

poorest couniries in the world, The irpact of the petroleum

~Cuctor . was to gubstantially increase p@r capita income from

the 19703, but the increase was more illusory than real
largely because the petroleuwm sector is an enclave with
little direct linkages with the rest of ths edonomy.(5) Cn
the other hand, not only did the average income among the
small group of wage carners and businessren -mean that
the bulk of the population peasent farmeva, artisans, peity
traders, etc. just managed to survive at subgictence levcls.
& high level of wmemployment, under-employment, as well as
the extreme shortage of skilled manpower were other problems
to be contended with. Unemployment was rampant among school
leavers and unskilled persons, while under-employment was
most visible among petty traders and farmers dwring the off-

season.(ﬁ) In addition, lack of execubtive capacity was the

bane of major projects in the various Wational Development
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Plang and spceial development institutions churged with

+

the exceution of key policies.,

One major problcen the golution of which inersasingly
preoccupied the government was the over-dependence of the
.Nigerian eccnomy on forelgn capital. In the early 19604,
~the greatest symptom of this w29 the excessive reliance on
Toreign soweces for development finance. ‘But, ag o1l |
generated the much needed resources, it wag discovered that
foreigners controlled the technical know-~how and '
ﬁénageuent of mosthm&nufdéfﬁringuébﬁéérné; éﬁ ﬁeli as”
banking, insurance and other commercial enterprises. We have

- alsc referred {tc¢ the over-dependence en petrolewa whose for-

tues are determined from outside, o e

Needless to say that the oil boom increased dependence
on jmported goods. It also undermined agriculture, whereby
the imported food products out-competzd local farmers.(Tj
Fgrther, the 0il booni has not only crested a new consumption
pattern reliant on foreign proiucts, " here was no proluctive
gtructure to reorient o©il resources i» o the lccal economy
to profuce inter-linkages within the econony. | :

Faced with these problemsz, the iy long tern
ubbjective of Nigerie's development has ~2en woven around
that of bringing abowvi an appreciable © provement in the_
living conditions of the populatioen. ( lier specific .

objectives ¢f economic development have been articulately

+

spelt out as the occasion demanded. Tir ¢ may be summarised

e TR e




as increase in the rezl incorz of the average citizen as
well ¢2 a more even dintribuvtion of incorme among
individuals ~2n¢ soeic-cconomic grouvpss & reductiorn in the
level of unerployrent And wnder-erployioni; an increase in
the supply of ekilled ronpows»; increas:d gectoral and
regional bhalancs3d éevo?opren;; increased perticipation by
Higerisns in Lhe ownership and rancgerznt of produvctiun
enterprises; increased deperdence on locn] resources im the
developrent process eod maintenanee of economic .

stability. 8

Vigeria has takern & long stride in terms of
econcmic growth. The ODZ at current prices estimated at
¥46.7 bpillion in 1983 is more tihun tvwentyfold increase over
the fizure in 1960, whkile the value of ranufacturing
production of 171,2%9 rillion in 1932 is thirteen times as
large as the figure in 1960, The econcmy has also recorded
ippresnive developments in infrartructure,(g) transportation,

construction, medical czre and education.

Put in terms of et nationesl cbjestives enumcrated
earlier, achievemente have genernlly fallen short of
expectations. “cveral wdesirable chunses have taken place.
Cne of these is the shift from a posi‘ _on of self-sufficiency
in domestic foed proluction in the =i :ies to one of massive
importation of food in the seventics 2. 4 eighties. Another
is the shift from a multi-commodity ex) ort economy. The

single commodity-crude-petroleum accorwr ted for about 904 of



the couniry's toisl foreign exchonge earnings in the 1970s
;Kd!&OS. This over-dependence on crude petroleum export
Fan pade the ecinouy more vulnerable to the uncertainties
in the woerld econciy. The cther change that haa taken
place within this period is the substantial drift of people
from the rural ercen to the urban centres, especially
during tre peric? of the so-called oil boom, resulting in

wlar-ernloyrent un? the over erowding in the cities ar’,

(10)

.

ihe loae of farm lzbhour in tle rursl areas.

k-

J3¢2 Nieoriz in ‘e Tnterraticnal Tconomic System

To fully appreciate the position of Nigeria in the
international eccnemic syster, it is neceseary to understand
the characier of ihke Nigerian gtate, its level of
dévelop:::mt, the basic thrust of its Toreign policy and its
role in the regional and world systens. Nigeria emerged
from indcpendence ag an underdeveloped neo~colonial state.
For the first ten years of independence it continued by and
large with policics which at the internztional level er.ured
clese collaboration with the metropelis emphasizing the
gpecial relationship between her and Eritain even when it
had gradually begun to diversify her reclations with the
capitalist countries of the Wesx..(“)

The industrisl sector wae dominated by low technology
and the pattern of relationship between her and multi-
nationale 3id not encourage the development of an

autocentric industrial base. The lacked the capacity to
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erpleit local raw naterials, work intormediate industriés
and pfoduce capital goods vhich alone could provide the
basis for production and rebroduction required for national
development., Import substituﬁibn.policy initiated dufihgm |
the colonizal periocd and confirmed bj subsequent governments,
which hardly took into consideration the local -ndowrint,
led to¢ increased dependence on imported raw miterimls,
induwstrizal inpute, machinery and equipment, technologyléﬁd
expatriste porsonnel. Unequal exchange and pre~-determined
_intérnational diviasion of.iébSUEJES;;i;£§Efjﬂé;;é% relianbe
was placed on direct foreign investrents as a factor to
‘accelerate buth financial flowg and the so-called techmology
transfer. To this end, all manners of fiscal and other

incentives were offered.(1?)_ "'if*'"w""m'"”"mwwi;wffffff*"

Cmrs e W

-
19705 marked an epoch which appeared to herald a new
 direction in Nigeris's relationship with the world. The
attempt t0 minimise foredlen contrel of the national economy,
which resulted from a reslisation of its vulnerability |
during the civil war, already led to the passing of

Companies Decree of 1968, requiring foreign companiﬂﬂ,' |
operating in Nigeria or wishing to operate in Figeris, to
incofporate in Nigeria. This growing tendency to nationalise
capitalism was articulated in the Second National Development

Plan where it was stoated:
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The Governrent will ¢eck to zcouire, by .
lav if necescary equity garticipation .
in & number of atratepic intusiries that

will be specified from time to tire. In

order to ensure that the econoric destiny

of Vigeria is determined by Nizerians

themselves, the Govarament will seek %o

viden and identify its positive participa-

tion in inducstrial developmant.{13)

Prow 1972 2 spate of Indigenisztion Decroesn were
promulgated, especially with enornous increase from 1973,

to achisve this objsctive., As eveats transpired the nevw’

found o0il wealth, neither led to structural changes in the

cconomy nor to the control of the cconomy by Nigeriens.

Even though Nlgerians now own varying depgrees of equity

“in 21l companies, the productive sector is dowinated by

foreigu enterprises, and remain mainly enclaves not being
intégrated into.thé nﬁtional écoﬁomy, and deri?iﬁémfhggihnnm“l
inspiration from the headquariters in the metropolis even

when ag is the case they have become Uigerizn companies

wnder the 1968 Tecree. MNigeria's near total dependence on
fdreign sourceségignently exemplified by the oil and iron

end steel as well as automobile, and electronic sectors of
the irndustry and dependence on industrial raw materials
inclwling components that vary from 60 to 90 per cent of

the locally asgembled products and that consume 60k out of

(14)

every Naira.

There was also, particularly after the Nigerian civil

war slow but inereasing contacts with the Conmmmiast cowntries

of the ZEast, of which the most obvious 1s the Russian
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- dnvelvewent in the Ajaokuta Steel Complex. This did not,
hodever, indicate any qualitative shift from the
predominant presence of VWestern economic Interests and

ideology in Nigeria,

Deapite the apparent desire to zchieve preater self-
reliance in economic and social development, Nigoeria after
twenty-five yeara of indevendence iz still caveht in the

C,
web of classical internaticnal division of labour.(1)).

; H?r.mdinuékpb£tpié.éruﬂe‘péﬁrbléﬁm éil.Whiéh_PTOViaéB
over G0 per cent foreign cxchanse Which is exploited _
. through foreipgn {echnolozy, know-how znd pérsonnel. NWigeria
- is stil1. incapable of exploiting ber local raw raterials. -
- Phere iz hordly eny notable intermediste industry and the -
- capacity to preduce capital goods, dempite limited success
of some national Ressarch and Desiem Institutions such ao
PRODA and FIIRO. The national science and teclnology
infrastructure remains umderdeveloped.' Increased goverhmant
rarticipation, in the economy is grainally waning in the =
wake of shrinking o0il revenue and world economic erisis.
If governrment intervention in the economy,-which vas primarily
intended to promote the private secter and protect it )
againgt foreign domination, subsequently glves way to
predominance of private sector, the capzeity of the latter
t0 swrvive becomes precarious. In view of the low level of
development of national productive forces, and the absence

~of a comprehonsive polley to reverse the trend,
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privatisation is more likely to open up the gates for

foreign domination especially since foreign investors are
wooed is

being overtly / .as part and parcel ol the privatisation

packagc.(16)

Ironically, the rew founl c¢il wealth, despite the
wdier-develcped productive forcee created the illusion that
Nigeria had become a middle or semi-peripheral power: )
Africa had particularly in the mid-seventies remained the
centre plece of Nipgeria's foreisn policy. Fer molerate
stance within the 0.AJU. which Taveursd a rather loose
coopecration had by the early €0z led to a more aggressive

quest for African Economic Cooreraztion &s enunciated in the

Lazos Flan of ﬁction.(17)

Nigeria has also been in the forefront of negotiations
at the international level for New Internationnl Economic
Order (NIEBQ), appearing as one of the 'leaders' in the
African sub-remxion. This posture which derives more from
Nigeria's increased oil wealth, the si « of her nztional
market and her potential as & newly in ostrielising nation,

has led to Nigeria, with the encourarer =ut of the vest to
vwhich she is still tied as a peripher.’ . partner and

because of her commitrent to the marke economy, to perceive
herself as a 'leader' of sorts in the orld Fystem.(ia)
This perception, may have some merit 1 [ its fragility is
betiter expressed in her underdevelopsd ud dependent

economic ayaten.
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It is perhaps within the Yest ifrican svbh-recion that
Nizeria's leadcrship role is better apyreciated. Nigeria
znd Togzo wnder Yakubu Gowon and ITyadema initiated the diplo-
matic offensaive that led to the sizning of Zcononic
Community of Yest African States (2COWAS) Treaty that
groups the countries of the West African sub-region in 1975.
Nigeria's perception of herself as an erersing resional
power was at th2 root of this development. At the econonic
level, Nigeria expects to exploit the economics of the
community, that sliould serve as markat for her induatrial
products which as already indicatzd are produced - thanks
to foreign enterprisess The estzblichment of the VWeet
African Clearing Pouse is intended {o facilitate such trade
and ninimize foreisn exchange outlays in trade between the
countries of the suh—regiona Nizeria intends also by
promoting 2C004% ideals to minimize French influence in the
lsub-region - althousgh, in the peantime French investiment
in Nizeria has grown by leaps an? bounds. The proposed
200Y23 Mefence Pact, now still-born, was part of the
effort not only to enasure security in the eub-region dut
also to nminimize foreim military intervcntions.(ig)

ZCOVAS was thus a process towards the realisation of
collective self-reliance in the spirit of NIEQ and
South-South cooperation. Nigeria investment in iron and
steel in Guinea and retineries olsewhere in West Africa
and tho sunply of electricity to Wizer Republic reflect

Nigeria'es desire t0 be accepted as a semi~paripharal power.
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S0 far, there iy no evidence of reasonable export of
inlustrial goods from lllgeria to 2C0WAS, but becth the
povernment and the Niserian Chamber of Commerce have been
erizazed in a flurry of activities to find markets for

(20)

Nizerian gooia in the sub-region.

Nigeria has been actively participating in the variouws
maetings on the relationship between the enlarged TEC and
the ACP cowlries. %he has besn taking active part in the
Cormonwealth of'fTicials meetings in London: hosted 2ud
chairmanned the first African Commonwealth Trude lHinisters
.meetings in Izgos; sent two pfficials to the Bast African
Cormunity Seeretariat for the preparations for the Second
African Commenvealth Trale Ministers Conference. As a
result of these meetinge the African;ﬁémmonwealth countries
vere able t0 establish a common position ocn the negotiations,
Nizeria also served in the Africen Commonwealth delegation
te the Carribzan and the Yaounde proup to hold consﬁltations
with a view %o bringing togethzr the associated and
countries in order to negotiate on a common platform with
the enlarged E3C. She took active part in the African
» group of Experts meeting at Addis Ababa, organised jointly
by the 0.A.U., A.M.B. and the Abidjan Vinisterial leeting
to adopt the main principles roveoning negotiationg albeit
with reservations by some countries. She also actively
participated in ACP/EEC Lome Conventions I and II and she
in signatory to ite treaties.(?!)
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In Mﬁfch,1986 publication of a London baged monthly
S0UTH wagazine, it wzs reported that forty two companieé
. operating in Wigeris are among Africa's 400 companies listed.
Nigeria's share represented 10,57 of the lot which mainly
- featured companies with foreign interesits such as the well
known:multiﬁé,tional, Csx0, Optong and UAC. The listing
(dene country by country) was based on 1984 results
(turnover, profits and net assets) and denominated in US
dollars. The ranking for Nigeria shoved the grip 0il hasm
. ov her econony as NNEC (which topped the list) and four -
petroleun companies were among the first ten companies.

These are Gulf 0il (8th), Agip (7th), Total (9th) and

.;*; Mbbile Oii (foth).' African Petrcleum came 12th. "South"

said-fhs comhinéd.sales of the 5 petroleun comp;nies in |
| the top ten eclipse.. "the remzinder of the corporate |
gector"'. UAC of Nigeria wasg listed second while Intra Motors
vas the 42nd. Hobil,fuinness and Unilever improved on
their positions last year to the 10th, 16th and 20th
péaitions in this year's listineg. A.0. Ohristlieb wag the
36th, Apart from the 0il compznies, the list featured |
larealy agro-industrial and food companies with substantiel
foreiesn ownership. Ibru organisation was one of the very
few indigenouvs companies in the listing coming 17th, up from
the 21st position last year. Some companies in last year's
list were no% in this year's because of import licence
problams. Though many vwere ranked based on their 1934

results, for some 1981 {0 1923 resulis werc USEQ.(EE)
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S AN f{iﬁﬁﬁigerithaa built up.an important imﬁort B
- substitution induatrial sector. But thic has a corollary.
disadvantare of inducing few jntofnal linkapgese. Iﬁg-dﬁéf
dependence on oil ag forelsn exchange earner makesnit:m;“
vulnerable to the world oil market and pubs 1£ﬁitatibn§ '
to its industrial ambitions, Nigeria's industry too has
not been viably linked to the asriculbural sector. This
creates imbalances and flares importzation dependency fﬁr
-:ba;ﬂ‘%;;élgfﬁffs and raw ééféfi¥l§;  WﬂégTah;'éﬁn‘éoﬁ;iaggluh
ig that Nigeria has not troksn some of the barriers that
“f*ﬁ“B;a;il had " for industrial developrent. Its mode of ~m~j~17?
~enaertion therefore into the internztional system in g |
" bit different from that of Brazil. It may be expected'”jﬁf;;
however that Nigeria would gradually find a place bcsidés |
the newly- industrialised cowntries.like DBrazil in the--:gﬁf¢

International Economic System.

e = b gt e R o mm m el  m i E i ke e im aa e i m————"
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Ze3 QCverview of the Brazilian Zconomy

Brazil, the fifth largest country in the world and 
the largest in Iatin Awerica, covers an area of 8,511,965
square kilometres, almost half of the South Awmerican
continent and about ten times the size of Nigeria, and has
a population of 130 million inhabitants. Brazil is rich
in culture, humin resources and it is also endowed with a
rich abundant vegetation which provides a variety of

_W,Wﬂ”hOapitableﬂseaSOnavﬂndwbeantifgg.landscape. Her potential
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also the world's largest rice producer outside Asia.
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comrercial, mineral, industrial ani “Lrlcultural resources
are enormous and far from bheing fully tapped. It is among

the world's leading producerc of a number of important

commodities; it iz a major producer of coffee, sugar cane,.

bananas, and casauva. Apart from being the laspest exporter
of coffee and orange julee and the largest producer of sisal,
Brazil is the second largest produczr of maise, soya beans,

oranges, cocoa, and the third rmost iwvportant in asbeslog’

and jute. It has one of the four largest beef herds in fha

world and its timber reserves are the third largeat. It is

e mmmes e i e

~Brazil is equally rich in yet unta :pped resources. Tt

possesses the world's second largest Imown high grade of . -

iron ore deposita, vast hyﬁro—clectric potential, extenaive

hardwood Lorestr and qome 2 100 mill¢on acres of seil, most

.0’ which could be .ettlje given sufficient water and

In $he

, appropriate egriculture technique. /- vanufactuwring segtor,

Drazil taken a sigmificant place among the world's industrial
producers. In the early sixties, Brazil. only assembled
vehiclea and exported raw materials, buh today, it is the
leading manufacturer of vehleles, merchrat vessels, crude

4
steel and cement in Yatin America.(zjj It produces over

14 nillion tons of steel yearly and has Installed capacity

of nearly {wice that amouwnt. Mojor infruastructural
projects such as Itaipu and Tucurui dams znd the Carajas

iron ore projects have come on stream, Mrazil is not only

_gelf-aufficisnt in food wnradmaticn, it i aleo a major
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exporter of consuncr goods. Ita petro-chemical, ghip

‘building and aircralt industry is now compeiting with those

of the industrizlised Burops and the U‘S.A.(24)

Militarily, Drazil could be regarded asa regional

power, ond an ererging world power. It bas the largest
. army .
best trained end well-equipped /  in Tatin America. It

produces and exports a variety of nilitary equinzment and

was of recent classified as 4+th arme exporter in the world,

a pogiticn that is leaving many developed nations very

uneasy.(25) L - -

e,
- - m e et e e mmr we - e . ———

3.4 Brazil in The Interhitional Tcononmic System ~rm——r

Primary/Bacie Tndustrieg: Brazil has &£0n¢ much

further than Wigeria in consolidating its basic
industries. This has given it an cdge in trade :; 11_;1-
- terms over Nigeria, although at & hish cost of dependency.
It has as a result become the leading Third VWorld Nebtor.
Brazilian steel industry, is one of the world'’s larpest.
It is now at ite peak after a decode of massive Investments
" in governxent owned steel mill., ZErazil also bossts of the
important iron ore mining operations like the Carajes
projects and has made massive investment in infrastructure.
Steel preduction in 1984 atood at 14.5 million tons and

has an installed capacity for nenrly twice that figure.
Today, Brazilian steel capacity is estimoted at 22 million

tong per year and is expscted to incremse to 27 million
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tons by 1990. Although the fndustry is not without its
problems. Tor instance, the U.3.4. starled a protectionist
';poliby agzinst E?aZilﬁﬁzel of recent. This appears Lo
bs a.serious problen because the U.S.A. has.always been
responsible for the purchase of nearly 807 of Brazilian
pteel, In 1984, revenue frem asocles of steel accomted for
"aboat 104 of the totel US ¥25 billionm dollary emport |
revenue. As a result of this Bra:il has intennified 118
export promotion in Third.world, of which Higeria is a

priviieged party.

. As @ motor behind the industries and as a way of |
creating internal ssctoral linkagses Prazil has constructed
. ... giant hydro-electric preject@f;;ltaipﬁ'dam“was‘inaUgurated_
in October 1985 and Tucurui dam in Novenber, 1584, Ituipun
which is considered the largest in the world, had been
producing energy at a commercizl basis since 19€3. 1t
ycostian estimated US §15 billion dollers and contains 8
turbines each to sunply 40% of the energy needs of the |
indugtrielised states of Praril. Tucurul, which is said
t0 be 4th largest in the world is expected to cost §5 |
billion dollars by the time it ig completed in the mid 1990
and generating B megawatts of energy. With these two
projects almost completed, the government 1ls attaining its
objective of securing alternative souvrces of energy. Thus
the couniry's eﬁergy dependence and vulnerability is being
checked. Also vorth mentioning is another project which

was ctimonlated by 2 similar desire to find alternastive
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sources of energy and aveoid dependence ®n crude oil, is

the Fro-Alcool Froject. This objeciive has no doubt been
fully realiszed. Xt is interesting to note that Pure

Aleohonl produced from Fugar cane was mixed with a certain

- percentapge of petrol to produce alcoel. As of today, cars

are cowmpletely powered by pure alccol., Ouwl of 720,000
cars in 1984, 9% of that total was alcoold drivun.(zb)

-

With o geriocus balance of paymenie crisis nad groving

_external debts, the public mictor cannob pri.ilc i ~—womrETTT

market Tor further expansion of industries - so Brazil has

Lo cyPort, or chanpe its growth m0un1. And rerein lies the

.source of the 1atest problem. For to be able to export

‘lovwer prices. (27) This prov1deq an ansight into the

Brazilian official policies: a gwitch from qpecial relutlons

T with it old tradlng pertner (South tfllca) o her newly

_ discovered (oil rich) brother in_ifrica,.especially-Nigeria. -

Brazil's economic and socicl structure

is built on oppresgion ond injustice and

now small priviledged minorities within

the country, who have becons sccomplices
- of international capitalisn, are uzing

Iiuoeest e .o - @very possible means o maintedn their

favoured position.(28)

- Professor Peter Evans was quoted in 'New Nigerian' of

- 26/7/77 as putting it more bluntly when he sajd that the

hew congumption patiterns complement incry caging foreien

ownerahip of industry and that:

L i -
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The gre-ter the successy of foreien firms
{3 in erecating a group of elite Prazilians
with consumer tastes similar to those
Tound in the United States and Western
Burope, the caszier it becomes for then
to transfer proiucts from their home
markets to Brazil and the greater thelr
edvantage over locanl firmg, Such
prolucts way be wasiteful luvuries from
the point of view of the 80 million/oig/
Treir production may use the resources
that might othervisce be used to provide
the necegeities for the 80 rillion
people feic/. But the 80 milliem [sig/
are not ma¥ing decisions. Production
of necessitics ip lesn liksly o
involve new technology that is an L
increagingly important source of profit
to foreipn firms. It is rore profitzble
" 10 cater to the needs of the elite.{29)

Tho jutomobile Sector: The most dynamic séctor 18

. perhaps the automobile ore. Fere we notice certain interestin
- features of Brazil's economic dependency on foreign

capital. In 1975 for instance, we notice o trade gap of  '“”
U.3. 207.8 million dollars, with imports (mostly of spare
parts and components) of U.9. 476.7 million dollars and
'exports of U.,8, 2068.5% million dollars. JT we add service:_:;
payrents, the deficit in current accounte for that year

L

adda up to U.S5., 276.5 million dollars.

Volkewagen of Brazil is one firwm im this sector worth

- having & look at. Beyond all its apparemt success, it

had ip reality been one of the crudest ¥ :ang of exploitatioﬁ.
via this technology swindle. The inflov of foreign capital
in Volkswagen, from its establishmont i the country wp

to 1975 was only U.9. 199.5 million dol2-ra. They had
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invested U.8. 72.8 million, remitted U.8, 72.8 million
dollars as profits and dividernds {from 1965-75 alone),
The real extent of the highly profitable business can dnj
really be gresped if we congider the fact that in those
ten years (1945-75) Volkswaren of Brazil scnt oud U.%..-‘
208,5 million dollars as payments for technology. Thus
what Brazil had to pay in the name of technology (and for
what it is_still paying) accounts for over 174% of the .
- total capital inflow into Volkswagen of Brazil from zbrocad.
Even though some of us may think it is rotten, it is true

that aollars do not smell.l o))

T -

The Automochile sector has indebted Brazil. But today
_;m_mmBrazilian companies also supply Nigerie-with spare parts— -
and other components of Brazil's manufactured vehicles.
Brazil reaps the bigger share of value added while Nigeris
buys the alreedy manufactured goods.

Though imports of petrol E?rzﬁgnificaht at leaﬁ% ﬁe.
gee thal ap an excuse for poor performmnce of Brazilian
economy, it is untenable. Machinery end components alone
eccomnt for over 32% of total imports. WVhen we add metals
and industrial chemicals, the Brazilian industrial sector
imports U.S. 7.3 billion dollars worth of goods, accownting

for over 60% of +total imports.

thce, not only is Brazil a depeni:nt neo imperial

- capitalist nation with restricted growil pozsibilities dus
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t0 non-expaniing internal merlet, bui, like most nations
in the so~culled "Third Vorlad", it is expnlokted with tle

latect tools -~ teclmology and consultaucy.(Bz)

Brzzil hzs been able to achieve & hizher lzvel of
local inteprztion of the econony throvfh.itﬂ
infustrislisation drive. She has buill electricity planis,
gteel and {transport znd coal indusiries. The Itzipu o
hydro scheme 3s a technical triurph, huilt on the border
with Faraguay, it is the largost dam on earth, 3Brazil
has succeeded in breaking soz2 of the technolorical
" barriers due to its heavy invastwent in a high-iochnolewy
inportation drive. This puts it in & different level of
insertion in the international economic scystem. It hae
inlustrialized only to get more depenicpt at a higher
level. Its conneciion with Vireria mpedifies btolh couniries
positions in the internationzl econoric systenm. 3Brazil
is beiter eguipped to take alvontoga of new forus of

world capitzlist integration.

Azricultural ecctors Brazil has 230 succre?ed in

developine the intesrated nationzl fool technoioay, whoro
bueic objective is suitable warshouwsin~ of agricultural
projuction and conscquently the reduction of losnes of
perishable commoditics while at the same time intensifying
indugstrialisation of raw matarials. 2razil has also set

up a ra2aearch and experirentzl station conneeted with the
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various processcs of livestock rreluction incluiing

researcen into Teading, fodder and pasture; also zoo -
patholozical studies, The basic objJective of such scheres

is to roicze the level of productivity, throuch identification
of thoce practices and techniquen that are very efficient,(33)
which ie not the case with Niszerin., Today, Eraziliaa
finished asricultural proiucts such as sugar,

and chicken
flour, camned fools, frozen fish ,are common sight in

-

»

Higerian markeis.

Tronenational Jorworations: Tronznational corporations

emerzed a2s dominant participants in the Brazilian econony
from 1960s to date. By 1975 a toizl of 7.5 billion
dollars had been invested in the Brazilian economy by .- -
transnational corporations, of which 314 cuwe from the
United States. Transnaiionals controelled "all of Brazil's
autoxobile production, 211 of the rubber goods
production, 945 of pharmoceuticals production, 55% of
machinery produsiion, %25 of food stulfs proluction, 32¢%
of allwoinium proluction and 80/ of chemicul producﬁion“.(34)
These investrentis were nzinly concentrated in “"the moct
dynanic and profitable sectors of mﬁnufacturing“(35) and
therefore of the econony. Morecover, the transnational

corporations created a class of Braziliocn capitalists

whose production was directly linled to ani dependent on

dlLadas smmadicadd v A mms me e makata e
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aeesthe network of 4000 firms which are
under contract to supply zearvices to
Volkswaren, of 1,700 firms which are
wnder contract with Ford, and of othar
amaller supplier firms under contracs
with Sanbra, Negtle and Anderson
Clayton. (36)

The transnational corporatiocns allisnce with loeal

capitalicts wag such That it blocked the latier's option

for autonomous production of the total finished products

~and thus their potential for competitive accumulation

and expansion. A preliminary commitise of inquiry ?_i.~?“
appointed in 1975 found that in the period 1963-1968, for

instance, transnational firmg *had brou@htuiﬁJ??_estim@ted

U%.‘;{EQB.B iﬁillidn and had taken out something of the

order of U.S. €774.5 million".(3?) These were funds

e

_ (ﬁnd-their multiplier effects) which had been taken out of

Brazilisn development.

The third actor in this economic drams was the sgtate.
In 1975 the Tederal government.owned 78 enterprises of
which 6% were anmong the 100 top enterprises in Brazil.
The Federal and state governmenis also owned, totally or k
partially 180 enterprises. Both by virtwe of lfunectional
respongibilities and due to corruption, the civilian and
military technoerats who run and manased these enterprises
developed vested interesfs in the overall economic model

{the so-called "Brazilian Model”) based on a triangular

partnership of ownarship betwesn {ransnational corporations,

%)
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-
(72) Between

satellite Brazilian capitalisic and thz state.
1964 and 1934, the real income of an nverage Prazilian worker
was "“well below the increase in the ccut of living“.(jg)

This loss of income meant thzat the musces could not

becone an effective internal wurket for the consumer goods
that the indusiries were proiucine., The regine also
encowrnged massive inflow of technolosy and capital fron
outaide, thus increasinz the external debt from 4.4 billion
dollars in 1969 to 17.3 billion dollars in 1974. To
compensate for th3> lack of a masa internal market, the

regime opted for an industrialiszation for export to

Carkets outeide Brazil. - The value of exports went up-from
1.7 million dollars in 1967 to 6.2 million dollars in 1973,

representing an increase of 275ﬁ.(40)

Where all these lead us is that multinationzl
corporations are agents of neo-colonizlism. As such,
economic relations between Brazil and lligeria could be

described as another "imperialicm" by proxy.

3.5 HNature of Cooperation Betuecen Wi-erin and Brazi

The nature of cooperation between Higeria and Brazil
can be perceived from Brazil's interest in Africa, and
particularly Nigeria. This interest is by no way
accidental. In pureuing her systemic objectives as an

e wpwardly developing nation, Brazil has employed a pragmatic
o
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relationship amonz developing countries to serve as an - .

Wiseria, far above any other, accounted for 3.3% of
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‘bilateral diplomacy to Toster ite export-oriented domestic

economy, and enbance its imarge and precstige among
developing nations of the South. Nigeria is one of the

3 jor countries where the Brazillen diversification strategy
and economic thrust has not only becn visidble, bubl also most
effective.(41) Among Brazil's advanizges in dealing with
Higeria ond Africa in general are its ability to use |

imaginatively its Third Vorld credentials. g

As indicated in chapter ove, the key to the relative

succeas of the Brazilian strategy is the asdveucement of the

- concept of South-South cooperation, a 'horizontal!

alternative to the '‘verticsl' relations of dependency with

" the North. fThe first time an Africar. country broke into

~the ranks of Brazil's top ten partners was in 1981 when

R = e

Brazil's total exports, surpassing Sreat Britain ags a -
customer of Brazilian gools. A serious constriction of
Fiseria's market prevented a repeat performance in 1982

or 1987, TMowever, present trends indicate that the

Brazilians share of Nigeria's foreirn trade is again

-~ dncreasing relative $o other countries. Brazil itself is

anxious $0 keep Nigerla ag a major market for the growing

. 24
exports of its menufachured proiuctﬂ.(ap)

Brazil has attained a higher level of technological

capacity than Nigeria. Althouwsh they both bhelong te the
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South, Brazil covld be described &3 sceuni-peripheral or

new industrialised country while Higeriz still remains

at the level of peripheral or develcpinzg country. It is

on the basis of these two levels of development that we
analyse relations between the two countries, Ve investigate
the notion that the nations in the South through their toil
end labour provide vital raw materizls at cheaper costs for
the Yorth which imposes prohidbitive prices for their o
finished goods and see vwhether such relations could also

exist between the nations of the South.

According to the report of a Nieerian/Prazilian
Nialogue on Foreisn Policy in 1920, the Nigerian

participants observed that:

there is a tendency to define the new
international economic order in terms
of issues. This would en2ble both
Kiperia and Brazil to discern the
possible arcas of cooperation in the
global quest for a new international
economic order., The issucs of
contention between ths ITorth ani the
South can be brozdly catesorised into
the follwwing: (i) the finance, which
coverg the debt provblem and the real
transfer of resourcec; (ii) trade,
incluwding the commodity problem and
the indexation of relative prices;
(iii) transfer of technolosy, the role
of the multinational corporctions and

- a code of conduct; (iv) reform of the
international monetary systems; the
problem of emergy; cnd (v) the allocation
of information resowces. (42)

The subject of a new intern~tionzl economic order

apprears to be a complex issue for diverse reasons the most



notable bazing the lack of a clzar perception of the concept,
cven by the Third Yorld countries. For example, there is
no clear perception of the relationchip between the NIZ
within the South relations. As noted earlier, if the
Torth/fouth relation is exploitative, could not South/South
relation be equally expleitative, given the level of

develourents betueen the 'Scuthern' nations.

Vorthy of note is the Tact that although Frazil has.
attained a higher technological capacity-which is
essentinlly operated by multinationals. The overwhelming
sresence of multinationals in Brazil raicses serious doubts
ag to the extent 1o which Brazil hos really internaticnalised

(43)

its technology. To put it differently, the question is

whether Nireria is dealing with Brazil or the multinationals?

Nigeriz has been bogred down by her colonial
heritope which haa indiceted her trading partners and
cﬁntinues to influence her commodities in this trade
relations. Nigerian primary products such ag cocoa,
growminut, palm~kernel, cotton, and mc:t importantly,
petrolcum coil has come in to boost the econeny. Under the
petrol dollar, generated by petroleuvr Nigeria has decided
to push ahead her industrialisation ; licy. This gave
birth to indigenisaticn policy, and i .ort substitution,
etill with reliance en the North. Ir -<d, indigenisation
dictates that Nigeria's international -conomic relations

should not be dominated by foreigners 'ho wre merely



interesicvd in raking the lizerian morket the dumping ground
for foreisrn wade products. In spite of this, Nigeria still
remains ong of the less doveloped covntries ¢f the Third

'l‘l' or 1d .

Brazil on the other hand is ot o higher level of
economic developrent due to her lons history of independence,
at it attcined freodom from Fortugal since 1822 compared
with Nigeria's 1960, Cerizin industiricn are very well '
organised ¢nd developed in Erezil. letrobrac Jo-o typical
example. It i3 .t integrazicd cil ccrpazny which is involved
in 211 stares of petroleur industry. The cors of its.
econcny is iron oad steel corplex vhich has made PBrazil
to a2chieve a reasonchle level of technolocical development,
Aecricultural tectmole~y is also hichly developed. Rrazil
has a very diversitied export indusiry: more thzn 34
different items, ranring frcm rav materisls to frozen
chicken, ncat,_fiﬂh, etc. to finished vroiucts like cars,
buses, @ roplanes, oceanic liners, verious war equipment,

(44)

gnd other mchineries,

Nigevia remuins the largest buyer of Brazilian
products as well os the most important commercial partner
in Arica, displacing South Africa from 1976 whick
hitherto held the lead. Brazilian exports to Nigeria rose
from a mere U.S, 2,8 nmillion édollars in 1973 to U.S. 271.5
million dollars and U.9. 770.3 nillion dollars in 1980 and

1881 respectively. PFrom 1978, Nigeria bhad displaced Algeria
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- ag the main AffiCHn importer of Brazilian products.

Argentina (U.S. 9349 million) remaining the only Third

Yorld country that imported more from Drazil than Nigeria
(U.9,. €2%33.5 million) in the same yeor. Even though the
figure for Brazilign exports to Nigeria dropped to

U.S. 2137.5 millicn in 1979, 1t pleked up in 198G and 1981

as already indicated. Brazilian import from Nigeria

declined from ¥13.4 million in 1972-73 to US ¥0.%1 in 1974

to zcro in 1979, rising sherply to U.S. ¥77.8 million in"
1976 and U,5. §90.4 in 19?7;“aeclinjhgronCETmora*wof”“****f=”‘

U.S, F67.6 million and U.%. ¥33%.2 million in 1979
{(46)

.‘\‘

respectively.

w+-- In the same boom Yeer of 1981 that was mentioned
“earlier, Nigeria as the major market, *ook manufactured
products as 99¢ of ite purchases, thus becoming Brazil's
-second largest market-by country-for manufactures, -after
the United States. 1Indeed in Nigeriz, Brazil's market
share cxpansion = ocoured at 2.3 fines the rate of
expansion of Wigeriazn imports as a vwhole between 1975 and
1980, 1In faet, the pattern of Nigerian imports points to
a sirong vreceptivify to Brazil. Brazilian firms have ﬁade
effective use of public relations and ethnic affinitiea in
their efforts to consolidate the Nigerian market. One of
such coampalens was launched in 1978 by INTIRBRAS, whosge
were

goals / to sell a line of electrical . products designed

for ugse in the home._ The sales force consisted of Brazilian
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soccey tean and Yele himself. T% wés, indééd, Péle's
collahoration, sympathetic personality, and nationalism

. (Brazilizn Nationalism) which len’ cuccess to the campaign.
'iWhat ﬁhis vividly illustrates is thet Brazil appears to he
--.ayétematically raking grester use of its African-cultural
components $0 advance its economic and development
interemtn.(47) Monathelens it is certain that for nearly
i.two decaies, desplite the fluctuations in volume of tre’ -

Nigeria has comy t0 stay as a major trading partner of-

- Bra b il . T e o ) o :'I.' !"‘;':‘ 'h;' ' .," ‘._;.".*_"T'*.-':?'.'.'.?;: iy 3:’:17., ,“ ‘“ ':"_'_'-.-" ,i.‘,‘-‘“ e " -
The structuwre of {rade relations reveals, however,
“that the dulk  of Brazilizn imports Trom Nigeria is nade

" up of petroleum ¢rude, yst Brazil's role as a customer

T for Nigerian oil im still especizlly limited, relative

t0 ito domestic oil needs. Tﬁe‘Brazilian economy is highly
3L“depenﬂent on petroleunm as an energy source {at least tintil
the exi of the docade), and in relatien to plobel Brazilian
impor{s of petroleum, the Figerian share is quite
minuscule. The recent agreement Lo have IETROBRAS refine ‘
50,000 bvarrels of crude oil daily constitutes only &
consolation. Furthermore, such an arrangempent does not
"necesﬂarily increame Nigeria's role as a supplier, as much
as it uﬂkes it a customer for Brazil's refined petroleum
products. _ Expdrfs from Brazil vere very
diversified consisting mostly of inmdustrial products,

mainly building materials, paper and paper products. Others
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are durables like refrigerators, air cenditioners, venti-
lztors, assoried typec of machines, meinly equipnent for
rozd building end simple wetal and electrical instruments,

amony many other indwitrial gooﬂu.(48)

Apart from imports, technical and sccial know-how
js offered Yy a Brazilian based NOVACATY (Compantia Urbani-
zadors da Yova Capital) - to the new capitel of Abuja.(49)
Cotia, & Brazilian national private cormpany has four sub—
sifiaries operatingi in INigeria. Areas of operation_ _
include catile reisin and agriculture, wvchicle components
; and accorted scerews in a joint venture with the Wigerian
“ Industrial Tevelopment Bank with a factory in Eajuna
employing about 800 workers, and commercizl ventures
comprising mainly of fool and building muteriale. Capital
floun has tenjed to favowr Brazil althouzh the pattern will
finully be determined by Brazilian recuirements for oil
and Wigerian capazcity to import industrial goods. There
is also indication that Counter Tr:de-agreenants entered
into by Nigeria with Brazilian bvsinesses centred more on
lvportation of conswrer goods. The intention of tl
Babanrida Government, announced dvring the 25th Ind-rpendence
Apniversary opeech, with the intention of tying them to

. gpecific projecta may yet benefit Brazil.

There is also & danger, that in the bid to accommodate

the J.M.P., the reluctance to continue with counter trade

micrhtd 4% +1ha awd mavera 0 hana®id mars +ha Aowyal nnad
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countries who fear that it micht encourare greater South
cooperation, On the economic level, Brazil needs markets
for Yer iacrecaing industrial prolucts, in the context of
.shOrtfall in local dencn? oceasicned by its exploitative
socio-econonic system that keeps woges dewn and in the
face of increusing proteciion of the Western ecohomics.
Brazilian advantares are deewmsd to include, adoption of
foreirn technologies te¢ environmzats similar to Nigeria'l
lower level of technolos; and kuoi-how which  are more '

easily assimilable and more labour intensive technology

[

deemed ' approyriaté to Wizeria's local endownzents.(sc
" The axtent to thich these factors will lead to the

developrment of local tachnological capabilities and satisfy
local needs is still to be tesled since there is limited
Brazilian induatrial activity in Yirerias and it therefore
beconeas difficult 0 as~ert that Brazil will adopt a

different approach from the developed ma:kel econory

comtries whose enterprises have only becn willing to
"$ransfer' limited skills, in order to ensure the control

of the direction and pattern of growth of ind . =trial

productive eapacity. If the loric of cosit:  lam prevails,
then it is difficult to see how Brazil cun vl ilingly

'‘transfer' her industrial secrets to U7zer . to assist her
conpete with her in the world market. One time Brazilian
Minister ef Planning, Delfin Netto, b. iressed this
asgertion by frankly stating that:
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Brazil does not have yet the conditions
to0 finance the developient of other....
countrics ...n.*1 Brazil could offer is
technologicel aasistance, which we are
already doing.

That is why Brazil pays more attention to trading than

investment that may involve 'real' transfer of its

(51)

‘intermediate technology.

Yhile the quest Por merkets and profits provide the
notive force for the expansion of Third Wor;@_MNcn. their . .
wi]tinﬁneaa to enter into joint ventures, ani the
intermediate nature of technolories could lead to , local
acquisition o skills. It is unlilely that they will
willingly transfer such technolozy unless the national
environment compels or induces them #95 do =o,. Nigeria;s
policy on technology since independence, relying as it
doea on import substituiion and transfer of technology,
without a clear policy on science and technology developrent
and cbsence of direct Government intervention, is not likely

to encourase the exploitation of the opportunities,

limited though they may be, offered by the wor

multinationals. (92)
306199

ffﬂ ¢ ;

Nigeria and Brazil provides a mojel of asymmetrical rela %fda-

ships and susaests the need to lend greater structure to
the relationship. Indeed, in recent years, the economic

dirmension of the Wigerian-Brazilisn relationship has moved

touards centre stage and has becoms an interesting casc
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atuly Tor economiztas exanininz externzl penetration of

(53)

develop*ng counbries by multinztionals. In a recent
project titled, "The Brazilian Penctration of the Nigerian
Bconomy", some Swelish econcmists obroerved that as Nigerian-~
Brazili=an economic relations intensify, some points of
attrition may arise if Brazil is unable to deliver th

.level of co-operation Nigeriz would like. Since Brazil's
industrizl progress is projelled prirarily by foreign
enterprise, the quegtion that pony Nicerians have raised

is vhether Nigeria is dealinz with Brazil or the

multinationals.(54)

Many of the theoretical literature on depzndency suzgest
that it is one thing to have natural resourcesz and capacity
lecnated on national soil, while it is something elge zer2in
to have these rescurces penetrated by external influences
such as foreisn investors, foreign londers, foreizn trade
activities and donors of foreipn aid. In real terms, the
more a nation's economy is penetrated by loans, investment
aid a,4 reliance on exterﬁal trade, the more dcpendent the
nation is. To a sisnificant degree, the Brazil's overall
dependence has increcsed. lozt of the evidence supporis
this hypothesis. In many significent ways, external
penetration of Brazil's economy has increased dramatically
gince 1964. Thre most dramatic indication is the foreign
debt. The fizure has risen from U.%. 100 billion in
1985, (55)
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 -Ij is true that'no couvntry ean today eacaﬁe.cconOmiv
”.involvament with the economies of othera. 1In Brazil, as
well ag in Wieerin, external trade has aiways been of
central inmportance to the ecomonles. 3Tut it iz precisely
t+hig oditustion that shouwld provide uvs with the challenges
needed to transform our economies into self-reliant syatens.

. Indeed, the nature of Wigeriats indigenisation policy offefs
, _great opportunities for Brazilizn involvement in the | °
.':".--;,d.evelopment. efforys of Nigeria. Meaningful involvewent

- should be directed towards indust.ey and agricultuwee, rather
than t¢ the mere gelling cf.Brazilian finigshed pmools to
Nigeria. There afsuéighifiééht”ﬁréaéminnﬁhich“EraZil has
excellsd in indipenising sophisticated technology -
Aiﬁfoﬁucing simpler, sut more dursble godﬁé.- Nigeria ﬁbﬁld
welcors Brazil's transfer of such intermediate technology
without - mystification, and of courss, with adequate
'i“protection of Brazil's investments. O balance, relations
_ﬁetween the two comtries inevitably £:13 short of mutwal
advantare, with Brazil holding the aévanﬁage in the

economic sphere.
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 %5“fwh1le two countries may have emotional i, e bngtorical

JQE; . .. CMa cmm ’2 FDI_TIL . | . I .
NIGERT A-BRAZIL CULTURAL RELATICNS

The eytent and manner in which eccnomic relations
"influunce cultural relationg is not clearly in evidence in
the relationship between Nigeria snl Brazil that begen in the
1903, In effect the evidence of culturzl dependence is not
. borne out by owr findings. Thke two countries do howevér
¢ -3havo-aery important cultursl links that predate Nigerda's

independeﬁoe and which needs ta be excuined.

In thig chapter therefore, we have made the point that -

~ eultural, and as such rentimental links, the emotional will

not reelly explain the nature of thely relationship. That

in the final analysis one would have to look for something

- else in order to be able to explain {the nature and profundity
.of their relutionship., This is & germane point %o make,
particularly in view of our earlier stated conviction that
“while other variables may be paft of what are generally |

called a relationship, e.z. the cultural, it is at the

level of the economic that we should really bepin and N
situate our analygsis in order to be able to capture the

rational kernel from the mystical shell.

Ve make the point in this cha?ter that while there
indeed is & cultural link between Nigeria and Brazil, this
- link does not explain nuch un{il situcted within the context
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of the muterial nceds of either or both of the countries
under stuly. Like we showed in the third chapter, the .
point is made that it was only when it was economically
rational for Brazil d4id she come to rezlise that there are
indecd sor» ties between her and Africz, particularly
Nigeriae It is clear that Brozil exploited theze culturel |
lin¥s for lens 'mondene' considerations and this bears out
our thesis 23 te where to loecate focus in the covrse of
enalysing relationships between two economies, especially
where development is assymetricezl.

to show,
In any cese, ags we have endeavoured / the issue is not to

= deny tiue cultural links between Nigeria and Brazil. 48 a
matter of fact, ve have endezvoured tc really establish

these links, in order 4o set the records straight.

4.1 Nigerinn Culturz) Impact on Prazil'-

Records show that the most vrominent African slaves to

Brazil were the 'Nagos', and the '"Fohzmmedans' who came

()

meatly from Horthern Nigeria and vere called 'male
Accordins t¢ J.H. Rodripucs:

Heproes frow Yorubz grovp were usuzlly classified
‘Hogo', which was the African language most in
ugse and the one that, with the Bantu tongues,
mostly influenced the Fortuguese vocabulary of
Brazil. Iagoz was the Africon vort of most
importance in the export of Yoruba Negroes. The
least submissive Negroes in Brazil were the
Hausas; they headed all uprisings in Bahia, and
Brazil, being, especizlly »rominent in those of
1920, 1806, 1809, 1613, 1814, 1822, 1826, 1835
and 18636.(2)

Freyre noted that Brazil bencfitted from a better element of
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Africang than waé tﬁ bz Pownd in other Amerlecan countries,
this may heve been the result of the tribal diversity, vhich
1led to larger stocks of part-Tamite Negroes, the Fula-~-Fulos

aud Hausas.(3} B T .:;.; .1..

Despiﬁe.uprisings, the ?eg&o.in'ﬁrazil wags genfrally
‘the imporiznt and Tlexible collaborator of the vhiteman in
the work of egrarian colonization', znd even played a

c¢ivilizing role among the Indiaﬁs.(4) Both white and_Inﬁians

uderwent a definifte ifricanisation in feood, dress, language,

mwic, religion, and folklord. Brazil did wul iisib itself

., to collecting from Africa the bleck silt that msde its
fielda of susar cazne, and coffee fertile, its arid lands
“irrigated - from Africa came algo '‘mistresses' for the

" homes of colonists Who had no white- women, skilled labour

Tor mines, worksrs in iron, brecders of cattle and sheebd,

cloth and soup merchants, master and journeymen - craftmen

In 1798, thevre were approximately 406,000 free Negroes
in Brazil, following the war with Parzguay, some twenty

thovsand slaves who had fought in the var were freed, and at

~the time of abolition, there were three times more free Negro

slaves. It may be said that the nepro‘s major contribution
10 Brapgil is contained in the ration's demographic compositio

which is what distinguishes Brazil's populace from theze of

~ most 'Iatin American’ countries. The number of Negroes is

higher than othars, and Negro-white miscegenztiion representin,

[ 2 T R
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. a véry hiph porcentage of the totzl. Compared with Peru,

e guatemala, Beusdor and Nicaragva, the population of whauh

are about 401 Indian; Brazil is distinguished by the
relative proportion of its people who are pure Wegro, even

- from other nations such as Costa Rica, Argentina and Urugﬁay'
where Negro hag no demographic imporience; and from nqtlonﬂ.-
like Waiti and the Britieh Tederation of the Caribean
{Jamaica, Barbados and Tobago) where the Wegro element is
doninant. (58) On the other hand, Brazil is to be likencw,

t0 Cuba, where the Negro pl;yed an 5mnortant enonomio fole

and influenced cultural devmlopment and mlscnpenatlon was

- Gecisive in the ethnic make up of the cowntry. In short,

N1

o iy 1y e

" Brazil id neither so aboriginiged as some countries nor so

Africanised asz othérs: its population iz more Dalanced and

homogenous, (78} T e

P

FPlunts and Foods

FProm Africa also came cerfaiﬂ'éiéﬁ%s,némoﬁé fheﬁ éago;

Santa grass, and agapanthue. The Trazilian -dict eame to -
dAnelule Indian pepper, Palm oil, guava, and to be spiced
by a variety of chicken dishes, and such dishes as Bush,
caruru, bean cakes, cooked in pelm o0il, efo (shrimpPs, graens,
- pepper and palm oil are its ingredicnts), vatapa, which is
prepared of manioc flour cooked with chicken or fish and
highly seasoned, xiwxim, ani pumpkin.and watsr nelon. The
Hegroes also intréduced Angolau » chicken and kolanut. The
beans and rice dish, so sommon on the tables of Brazilian

maddle and proletarisn classes dates Ifrom the middle of the
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16th century, when the cwltivation and vse of rice were

a.t6)

develore

Nu-dic, Dance, Polklcre and Relipion

In music and folklore, African influence was decisive.
It i3 enocuzh to recall popular dramztic dances like ‘samba’,
Mel¥ille J. Tarskovits in a comparative stuly of the music
of the Weol Cozst of Africa and that to be found in
Africanige’d areas of America hos peinted cut the processes
in the trounformation of the African patterns and demonstra-
ted the historical relationa between the various traditions.
Lesro music shows basic Africon funuamentals upon which local
characteristics are superimpozad with other characteristics
reaulting from contact with Zurcpean peoples. Each area
thirefere has its o'n rhythms and style. Brazil's macumbas,
. jongos, and batuguss may be thus linked to their origins in
Vest Africe and the Congo.(TJ

Africon survivalsa, religious and folklorié, have been
fully stuiie?, particularly by Mario de Andrade, Artur Ramos,
and Edison ﬂmrnciro.(a} Ramos pode an exhaustive stwiy of
nyLho-reliziovs survivals in music and dance, concluding
that the Vegro concenled his belief, expressing them only
through his macumbas and candombles (annual festivities and
ceremonies of Afro-Srazilian fetichistic cults) while
exploiting music, dance, popular festivalg, and carnival
time as opportunitics to pour out his wnconscious. Carneiro

in his book Sabedoriz Popular criticices studie=s on the
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Niegro =» tending to eonfure the prodvlem rather than 40
clarify i%, becausz they ere not bLnsed on rigorously
scientific inveatigation ond field work. TFor hin, "the
great folkloric contribuiion ef the legro lies in the
entertainments ihiat he koo bequeathed w3 - and not in the
tales nor the oral literatwre gencrally that he bdbrought
with hin". Zxomining criticslly the two principal Negro
culture:s, Zentn ( npolany, Congolone and Mozzmbigues) and
Suwdanese (Nagos =nd Pula Jgjes, Minaa, Mandingas, and
Hausas ), he adds that Prazil over ihe most irportant

diversions of African orizin, the Damba, to the former. °

The contribution of the negrces to the first forms of
Brazilisn populzr musie and a:ncingnwaa only the contribution
of somathing btrun when the firet 'frican slaves arrived in
Ibarie during the second ralf of the 15th century. African
msic is rhkarscciericed by ite percussive rhythm, choreography
religiovn mysticiem, soun?, lansuase and humour. All these
characteristice Yecame a part of Prazilian music, thus giving

it new forms and new charocterintics.

Thz Afric-n influwznce on Brazilian mucic can be found
in thz melody =2nd rhythm of certain siyles of music, in the
types and arranzement, =nd in the choice of instrument and
enuciation of words, both by soleists and choirs. Basically,
two poctic characteristics of Brazilizn music can be traced
to a Nogo-African influsnce: the use of scales which
characterise a certain type of nusic and a constant
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stercotyped, systematic rhythm., JAnother quality of
Prazilizn muaic borrowed from its Aifrican counterpart is the

tendercy to uze low tonew more than the high ones.

A number of Trazilian dances reaerble African dances
a grees dend. In termo of instruments, the use of percussion
ingtrumente is a trait inbherent from Africa. Indeed African

music hon really influenced its Brazilian cownterpart. '"Pen

censidrcing folklore - dances, their choreography and the
use of pereoussion instrumcnt; are divect thitue vack on ™~ 7

The choreomrpher Clyde Morgan and the Federal University
of Buahin's Grupo de Danea Contemporansa (Modern Dance Group)
have found, by m22ns of stwly, experiments, work shops and
group cctiviticn, 2 body rovement capeble of expressing
another Afro-Brazilian myths They have thus proved that
since the myth is a code of man's worries and obgsessions,
it can be trangmitted and revitzlized in the language of
modern doncing. The legends, dances and rituasls of the
Orisha (Yoruba divinity) 9Jchosse are already ¥nown and the .
chorecgravher clyie has undertaken the first step of conver-
ting end colifying the images and essence of them into
theatric~l symbolg, to thus bring them into a dimension
vhich is broader, understandable and personal in the present
day Brazil. Starting from the premise that all Afpo-Brazilian

communitics have their own mytha in oral, traditional form of



i

ot

zozcoe N'irumsnde, Lhe grovp in attenvting to touch the myth
by meane ¢f zn exvressive dromatic fornm of Afro-Brazilian

(1¢)

and mcdern doncern 2nd music,

The lesond of Cxosse turne into 2 shaw to the sound of
Tlutes ornd the ncices of ite ferest. 3Zach danc: follows a
seguence of meoversnte which characterire all the action in
the dance, The entire myih is t0)d in 2n sbbrevizted form
by means of roveisnis which symbolise birds, cnakes, snd wild
benste, ¥on, the crimale, ths forert, divin;ty. the past
end the present sre 21l rerccenified, The chceographer
exvlainrs that the vurpose of any tyre of art is to absord
Brazilian most profound zn? incomprehernsible sentiments,
the mysteries anl dreams of scciety, ond present them in a
plastic, objective manner. In terns of motivation and
creativeneco, Clyie Yorgnn said thzt ke strongly believes
ir the value of irmproving as a techniecazl invention which
plays a part in the magic and structure of the dance: the
dancer ptope beirs a structwe while meintaining the essence'
of the dance. There is aolwnys an air of expectancy as to
what may corme forth through collective group creation -
‘tranguility and zetivitly are convergent qualities in the

work.(ii)

Brazil would be culturally very poor were it not for
the Negroes who made a raterial and artistic contribution
to it and therefore left certain of their characterintics

in everything in every way rosaible. The MNegroes plzayed an
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cxtrensly important role in tre history of the building of
the naticn in ewvery importunt gceisl ficld: religion, food
and mucic, Jhove 211, they zlzo enriched the Fortuguesc -
lenpwaye. By introducing Africmisz into Portuguese, they
ployed o rort in L1 choice of lengucpge for Brezilian fiction
rizht from the bepiming bf its history. During the
16th centvry, the poetic and fictionzl charge which the
elz2ve brourskt from iAfrica with him poved the way to Brazilian
Titeratvre. Though during the totemic phase there wes an

-~

enomouc zrount of '"primitive ficti~n' vhich preserved

original languase cnd beliefs, folklore expanded mainly
through the birth of 2 characier made up of some Brazilian
parts: Yai Joao, He rapresented Atrigantraditicn while tell-
ing the story of slevery in Brazil.(?z)

The I'ni Jezo cycle set pepular steries down in history.
The same character wes cauvght red~honded again in the Congos
auto (= short dramatic piece) which having sprcad all over
Brazil, acquired new fiction2l materizl znd carme to life once
nore in 4he bumba-meu-beoi alte. Martins Yena used this same
.fiction in his playa and Bernalo Guinzrares and other writers
includad it in their novele. The plays written by Jose de
Alencar during the colonial period are based ¢n the same
theme. The mother-slave is an exzmple of one character
dose de llencar berroved from originel, 'primitive literature’.
The wrchin which appeara in all Brazilian novels was also
an outprowth of it. While Alencar continued to speak of

plaves, kewewver, other charceters were born such as in '0 lego’
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by Joaquim Eznuel de Macedo. The Opesra 'O Escrave', by
Carnes Gomes shows how the avre procesc took place in
elzassical rusic, The slave thame, vhich lasted from
Fortins Fena to Benaurdo Guincraes, woo the first phase in
the uwse of reproes 2o a there. The fact that they are still
being used &5 one proveg thut if it weren't for che Negroes

. o . 1
Brazil wouwldn't have the fiction she 5&3.( 3)

Roelipion .
The religious hovitage of the Nesro must also be |
strensed, Theurh it relongs 1o him alcorne, aﬁb ig the pert
of hisMifr in which ne moant renists . rericanization", yet
it iz wide spread among non-ccloured reople tco. The Afro-
Brozilian cults have merited the closeast attention of
scholars; they are uwsually lNaro or Jefes in origin, as

Bdison Barnciro aticnpted to éemcnatr&te.(14)

The proservation of the feﬂichistick religion in forms
gyneretized with Cailliolic beliels -and rituals was, as Octario
dz ‘Costa wriles, the most ivportant clement of African L
culture in its resiciance, under all the disadvantages of
glavery, to the pressures of the dorirant culture. Roger
Bastide showed that this syncretism tcok place, thanks to
a convergence of religions and magiczl concapts.(ts) The
Afro-Brazilisn culie are not practiced by Negroes only: Yemaja,
the water mother, confounded wi%h our l=dy of Compassion and

our Iady of the Rosary, is worshippsd on the beaches of Rio
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vwith growing frequency. Rene LHsbeiro, in research conducted
in Recife, concludes that:

the function of the Afro-Brazilian culta and

of participatiocn in and fouilisrity with the
eysten of rituals and beliefs to be found in
Brazil's North Zast is <o offer the individual,
especially the individuzl who belonzs to cerizin
socic-economic categories there, alternitives of
behaviour and attitude vis-a-visc the supernatural
whickr have been incorporazied into Brazilian
regionzl sub-culture from the begimmings of
colonialisation, and rocl benefit persons on

the lovest levels of Brazilian social hierzrchy('%)

As observed by Benedita G. Damasceno,
cultural links between Drazil #nd Nigeriz can
better define African contribution to tke
Brezilian culture. ‘e have un t0 now in
Brazil, important Afro-Brazilizn communities
very prouvd in keeping their Wirorian cvliure,
mainly the Yoruba onez. In thece communities
you can find a lot of Higerian food =s acaraje,
Akayn in Yoruba), ebz, amals ond others. And

one of the most import=nt reliricns in Erazil

+ is c2nlo.ngble, which origsinate irom Africa, but
wvhich took & special and charzcterietic
Brazilian form. The ritual is composed of
dance=, colowrs, £ifts to the Golds and the
Africon rhythms of the drums. The candenmble

. gods are the same &s Yoruba one~: Sango, Cshum,
Obatala, Ozwm, Omulw, 2su, Osossi, Yemajo and
Obzlwinye. TYoruba langusse is spoken in their
relisious ceremonies. 2Al1 the smeds have
Catholic cowmterparts, creating a fantastic
sycretism which involves the whole participants
and constitutes a great part cof the Afre-
Brazilian's soul(17)

It is impossible to talk about the influence of the
Kigerian cultures in Brazil without referring to an anachro-
mism. Of the African tribes which live within Nigeria,
several played a part in the history of Brazil: the Fausa,
Ivo, Bdo, Nure (TPaypa) and Yoruba (Nago). The culture most
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zasinilire ! dn Brazil is ki of the Yeruba, in the fields

-
v

o literstuwre, folklore, lanzuage, end religion. The

¥

history o the cont+ibution nade by the Nigerian culture

%o Brazilizn lit%'wﬂhre durin~ the 127! centuries remains

to be wriiien. Ye 40 lmow lhouever that a type of Nigerian
iiteratio o which groutly irfluences Brazilian literature is
the ghert rhory. luatre Tidi, whoge last book is 'Contos
srioulcs' i Bahi., uses & structure 21d style which io
strang 2y ~uough very liks lint of the Yoruba shord stony.(18)
Tha Yoxri»s culture js also £21% in the oral literature of

. 1

cornival. Thovgh carnival 213 no* originate in Africa, its
1

pmake up o) purpese were recunsrated and changed by descen-

dants ol ‘fricsns. It is nccessary here to point out the

einilaril there 1. batween ke oral literature common to

& Brezili u ecarmive’ and the Toruba gelede or e je.

-

The Toruba culture is 2lso a part of the themes and
the precuzzog of coriain Brazilian present day writera. An
ex2nmple i= Jorge Srwdo, for the Yorunz religion has exubes
rently incrired his writing~. The poet Martin Fontes, in
his 'Rayniliag Negras', also vsed the zlliteration and repe-

(19)

tition tcehniques conmon to Nigerian roetry.

The eflects the Nigerian culiure has had upon the
Brazilian lanzuage are grezter thon can be imagined. All
the Nigerian languages spoken in Brezil, and especially in

*Bantu  Still econtain traces, to a greater or lesser degree,

of their original form. Though all Yoruba religions affected
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. the Braz}lian reltgions, from popllizr catholicism to Umbada,
both inbfractice and doctrine, only candomble has conserved
the Yoruba mess:a2 which iz not on offepring of anguish nor
‘fear of the goin'. If is above all, an aticnpt to find an
ansWwer to the prchlems which man faces within his physileal

and sociszl enviroament.

Further, the mixture which resuvltied from the immisration
of the Africans gave risz to a ncw typs of phy=ical bolld
and mar tyoes of femals beavty. Cnliureslly speaking, it
gava birth to new combinations which were mede up of traces

-

or valuce of the African cwWitwure adding sorgthing neu to the

valuog or traces of Indizn or Amerindian culture as well as

that which was born in Zurope and ce2rizin areas of Alrica.

The Africon influence is also evilent in the biological
and sociolegical spheres. Sn ex~nmple is the changes that
took plzce in catholicism which, through contaet with the
beliefs 2nd rites of the Africans, acauired symbols znd
rituvals characteristic of them. "The African influence also
aseeped into Brazilian cookinz, music (popular znd classical),
sculpture, painting, women's clothing and the use of herbs,
plants and fruits, some of which h.ove, due to a certzin

Afro-Brazilian mystic, been awarded arhrolisiac abilities"‘zo)

In terms of Brazilian folklore, many outstanding
4Africzns who were a part of the Brazilian patriarchal

soclety -~ the key to the history and wnderstanding of the
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Deesilian Tihes - have served 2 ide=)s «nd inspired many
glintaeica:

A Losrava Taoura (Bernardo Gurmerazes); 0 mulato
(A1vi=io azcvedo), O wolaguwe Richzdo (Jose Lins
lo '.or0)3 C Bom Criowlo (Isaias Caminha)j

Bren Neza Puto (Jorge de Iima); =nd O Baliuino
Eérr-a Aradc). Di Calvileanti's “"Mulatag®
Fulalitresecs) show their use in painting as
well. 3Drazil tolay tends t0 be inereasingly
provier of the African or Nesro traits in its
culture and neople z2nd to accert the negro or
Afvicom as one of its co-colonists.(21)

The 6o von naturalist, Farl Priedrich Phillip Von

Yrotine, who hal apent three years travelling extensively
in Prazil, in his prize winning cssaysy czlled for the need

to investioate the black's infiuence znd contribution to
2211, Later, the perceptive Silvio Romero assigned the

Bioake thelr just place in the formation of Brazilian

. s s
Cavid

saticn. Fe emphasised the adaptability of the

=

Mriecans to the New YWorld, their ability to 1eéin AUiékij_'
2l Lhelr miscibility with the Juropean. Concluded Romero,
"¢ owe much more to the Negro ithzn the Indians; he entered
fully into 21l especta of Brazilian development“(zz) The
literary eriiic Roméro preached that the African had made
eicnificant contributions to the creation of Brazilian
culture thus:

The African rzce has had an enormous influence

in Brazil, second only to that of the Zuropean.
The African penetrated the confines of our most
ultimete 1ife, and in that way greatly molded

our popular paycnolosy. «..The Tortusucse alone
could not repel the Indizn nor till the soil, and
therefore he had recourse to a powerful ally: the
Nesro from Africa. While on the one hand, the
Indians proved themselves unoroiuctive, fled,
scattered into the hinterlond, and died, the
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Africans, acile, strong, 2wl 2ble, arrived in
ever grester numhers. They made poaaible the
establichment of plantgtiona and suvgar mills,
of towns and citiz-~, and lhoy penetrated the
very bozom of the colenial fuuilies. The
Indians, in gener.l, were vot up to the tasks
mnd disanreared, the legrces, alliew of the
vhite prospered (23

Fz went further to say thzi the Nesroes as slaves lived

closely with th2 families 23 dopmerntic gervanisz. Prom that

o

intimate contact cume a mizing of {hz raceg; the mulattoss
appearced ond werz yet anoiler link beivween the twe races.
The nersro worked in the fields pro.ucing th: sugar, eoffée,
and othazr rroiucts lnown =23 "coloﬁjuf'which Twrope consuned.
Juat in the threc factors of slavery, lzbour 2nd miscogena-
tion, it is easy {0 discorn the imnnne influence the
Wegroes Y2d in tve formation of the Prazilianm people.
Slavery, in spite of all ite vices, worked z5 a social
factor NOAILyins  +ne Brazilisn helits end customs. It
enablez the Brazilians to cultivate the land =and to with-
vigcours
stand in lei~ure {he / of the clirate. It developed
as sn ccononie force, prodfucing wenlil, and thz Negro
thug was a robunt civilizer. The mixing of the races
nodified relations between the master znd the slave,
relaxed Breszilian customs, and producesd mulatto who

constitutes the majority of Brazili-:n population and to a

sertaln extent the most Hoautitul Pedt of Draui)iER FaE. A

Also among the firet to assign the black an important
historical role in the development of Brazil was Afonso
Celso, a contemnorary of Romero, in his blatantly nationa-

» Matic Porqpu I'e Ufeno de Yeu Pads' (Vhy I o9 proul of my



123

country).(zs) In gharp contrazt to his other c¢. .emporary,
Bonfim, Celzo boldly and prouily affirmed,

Today it is a generally accepted truth thot

three elements contridutad to the formation

of the Braziliun people, the American,

Indian, the African Nesrc, and the Porturue

see Any one of those elenents, or any corl

nation of them, possesses gualities of whic

we should be prouwd?
Celno's book contained a chapter praising the herolce
rescistence of the slaves at Palmeres. The author lavishly
bestowed the 2djectives "couragzous" and "noble" oa the black
defenders. Brazidiane at first timidly explored tle idea
that their unigue civilisation was strengthened by the
~efntri~utions of the blacks., Tnhibited by Euro}2an racist
doctrines, thoy slowly began to investigate thoce contribu-
tions., Their previous concepis changed and their doubts
and misgivings disappeared, The new nationalistic temper
recoiled before any concept corndeming Prgzil to an inferior
statug. Clearly the racist doctrines ceemed to twentieth

century Braszilian intellectuzls as one rore Rwropean effort

to nubjugate their country.

The picneer of anthropolosical stulics of the Afiican
in PBrazil was Dr. Raimundo Nina Rodrigues, a physician,
born in Maranhao and partially trained in the mediczal school
at Salvalor. PFe worked in Bahia from 1890 to 1905, and it
vas at that time he made hia anthropological) stulies. Fe

delved into Afffcan cultures with the intention of

Q
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identifying their suwrvivals in 2razil eznd thus ccnzulting
the etinic groups of blacks represcnting those cvitwres.
Fe disproved the long sccepted idea that the Bantu predomi-
nated in Brazil by demonstrating the sirong cultural
presence of the Sudanese proupz, rarticularly the Yoruba,
in Mehiz. Ve wa3 the Tirst to 2tviy the Afro-ﬁruziliﬁn
relirions. After him came a small but important group of
Bahisn scholars, among whom fizured Braz do Amaral and
Manucl Raimundo Querino, who continued research on the |

Afriean contributions 40 Brazil,

Manvel Jmerino (1851-1923) méintained an active
“interest in Zabour and politic2l affzirs but increasingly
devoted more of his time z2nd encrgy to historical stuiies
after the turn of the century, in particular to his
rescarch and writing on thé contributions of the ifricans
to Brazil's growth. Those stulics had 2 two fold purposc.
.Gn the one hend, he wanted to show his feliow blacks.the
'vital.conffibution they had rade in Brazil, while on.the
other, he hoped to0 remind the white Brazilians of {he debt
Jghey owed Africa an? the blacks, As (uerino twned kis
attention to history, he hoped {o rehelance what was by
then the traditionzl emphagis on the Zuwropesn exverience
in Brazil. No black had ever given his persrective on
Brazilian history before. Querino emerged as the first
Brazilian black or white to detail, axzlyse, ond do justice

" to the Afidcan contributions to Brazil. Te pregented hiso
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conclusiors amid a climate ¢£ ornicn vhich wus at bect

inliffercnt, 2t voerat prejuiiced and even hostilc.(26)

Querino, tken, brougkt to Praxilicn historiography the
perspective ¢f the blackman., Iiving in the Fatztv Gronde
gection of S2lvedor, he was irmersed in, an intimate part
of, the black community. Te Ymew perfectly well the habits,
aspirations, and frustrations of black Brazilians. Speaking
of his source materizl, Querivo revealed that ruch of his
irfermation came diractly from respectisd ‘black elders who
apoke with him without 1nhipitions gince they recogniesed
in him a fricnd exuiing understending ond sympsihy.

Bvidence exists thet besides writing cbout the black people,
Ye helped to dgféni theme e tried to bring to the
attention of municial 6fficials tre rersecution inflicted

on the practitioners of the ifro-Bahizn religions. The
police, labelling the religions as "berbarian and pagan",
fridgquently raided the terreiros where the ceremonies were
héld, dectroying property &nd injuring the participants.
Guarino's intervention on their behalf before the local
povernrent revealed once ag=in the vnigue position he held

bridging different cultures and clesses,

Bistory certainly owes a heavy debt to Querinc. Fe
preserved considerable informotion on the art, artists, and
artisans of Bahiz. Yo one con do resecrch on any of those

subjects without consuwlting his worlks. Further, be is an
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excellens source Tor gocial history. 3is “As detoo
na Pahia?, for cxample, includes an apple sampling of
biographies of workers, artisang, and mechanics, thoss
whe gualify as fhe common man®. Such brief biographies

are vrique sketches providiag an invalusble look into

the liwves of the humble upon whom much of the growth

of Brzzil restz. Me also offerg in his ezsays abundant

(27)

Inforiation on popular customy, culture, and religion.

It could be said that ore of Querino's chiefl

contributions to Brazilien historiography was hig

JInsigtence. that nationgl hiztory take into account it m-

African baockground and {the presence and influence of fthe
blacks. Brazil, he emphesized, was the"relu0§ant “fugion T T
of the Fortuguese, Indian, and African. Yet the
contributicng of the Africans had gone unheraldecd. Be
sought to redress the imbalance in his suggestive essay
0. Colowo Preto como Fator da Civiliwgasao Brasileira" :
noﬁ translated into English wnder the title 'The African
Contribuiion to Brazilien Civilization.' It abounded
with insights, many of which later scholarship adopted |
and expanded so nuch g0 that it ls now diffTicult to 'JQL”f”
appreciate the originality of GQuerino when he first - K
suggented them. Hcholars have emphasized, for example,

that Africa provided the skilled and unskilled labour

for Branzil.

Final]y. on the influences znd coniributions of

Africn {enapeoeinlivy Micoria) on the Prasilian culbvrs. if
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may not be out of place to conclude in the words of
Freyre ithat "Every Brazilian, even the fairest blond,
bears in his soul, if not in beth his soul and body -
for there are many in Brazil - whose whiteness hides
2 tint of black dye - the ehadow, or zt least the
imprint, cf fhe Negro". lonz before however, Anto:io
Viz2ira had written that "Brazil hac its body in

America and its soul in Africa.(zs) %

4.2 Brazil's Cultuvral Impaci on Nigeria

Cultural contact with Erazil h«d a two-way efflect.
In ag much &8 Nigeria's culture had lasting effect on
Brazilien ways of 1life, the latter also had culturel

traits imparted on Nigeria.

The Brazilisn Nigerians (The Brazilisn Beturnees):

There ic no gain saying trke fact thal some present day
-Nigerians have Brazilian degscent. Thic group are mostly
based in Iarcos and its envircns., They have indeced made
impacts in politics and commerce, and algo have succeeded
in preserﬁing the Brazilien culturc vhich they inkerited
from their forefathers. 1ln their cultural revival

. effort, they have introduced the famous end of year

. éa?nivals for which Brazil is famous.(zg)

The historical prologue of ike Afro-Brazilian

appearance in Nigeria is linked to the result of the
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relicious revellions which broke out in Bahia between

1807 and 12755, and the et of Aberdeen, whereby many
eméncipated fricang were forced to leave Brazil. The
fleu of cmipronls becarme even greuter after the abolition
of slovery. The Egbac, Tjeshas and some other Nigerians
made up mostly of Nagoz who left Brazil returned to VWest
Africa especizlly Nigeria. The Afro-Brazilian communities
of Egbos and 1jeshas settled in Lu"Ou which resulted in

the fewndation of a Brazilian distriet in the centre “of

50)

'-'\

the Island of “oges.

ln 1880, the Brazilian populaticn in Iagos ves
3,¢z1 out of to*dl poyulation of 317, 458. The percentage
forred by tle natives vwas the highest, but the Bra?iliana
(called Agudes from the originel nawe of the Brazilian .
querier, Popo frudag) were in greater numbers then even
the whites or the Sierra leonians (Saro). Some other
- Mroe-Prazilian repatrintes also went to settle in the
inland, may be looking for their gencalogical roots.
They setiled down in towns such as Abeokuta, Ibadan,
Ijebu~Cde, and Ilesha. “

A bock titled "fhe Water House" by Antonio Olinto
provides an excellent source for the enrichment of our
knowledge of the history of Brazilion Nigerians. It
provides us with illuminating insights into the lives and
thinking of the Nigerians in Brazil, of their passage
back to lagos and their resettlement in Nigeria. It
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reveale thelr livelihoed, social life, religious

practices, Tamily life an? fj‘.rrsonal feelings, all

wunfolding againat the well-delienated background of the

history of Tagos and Higeria.wz)
Olinto torched on the family ol cne Catarina who

vas a young girl named Aina, lived in Abeokuts in the

18:03. Vhen ghe went on a2 vicit to Izgoz, her uncle

s01d her {0 slave traders and was transported to Bzhia,

Brazil. There she was purchosed by 2 white Brozilian

Joaguim doz Sancos. She hed only & dsvghier, Epilania,

apparently foathered by the son of Santos, but born free,

.who in twan hed three children lMaricna, Em:i_ii&, and

Antonio. In 1898, c..o.tarinzz r¢soived to travea. vack tco

Nizeria with her family. They settleé in Bamgbose street -

in Lagos; vith already established Brazilians. Catarina

set up as a street trader selling kola-nuts and {tobacco

products. Catarina insistcd on being called Aina. "It

was in Briazil thet they changed any namwe.... They shouldn't

be allowed 1o chanse people’'s names" (Antonio Olinto, p.£9).

Shortly ufterwards Aina (Cavrina) died and when her own

dauchter Marliana had a baby danughter, she nawed her lAina.

The fanily engages in traie with Brazil: exporting

Palm o0il, kela-nuts, featbers and inmporting tobacco,

dried salted meat and cachaca (a drink made out of sugar

cane). The only member of the family who ever went

back tc Brazil is Antonio who went on a buginess visit

in 1953 and veturssd with a Brasilian (Hlack) wide V327



130

One furiher example of tha returnces to Nigeria
is that of the da Rocha family, with particular reference
to "he Yater House". Jouo Esen da Rocha was said to
have been sold into elavery, seni to Brazil, gained his
freedom, there married auother Nigerian, Angelica Martins
an? they returned to lages g}th their four year old son
Candido in the early 1870s. Ecan set himself up in
. lazos~-EBahia trade, wan given land in Kakawa Street, )
Taros and there built a strong Brazilian type houaé. ‘Tt
wze Lson who conceived the idea of building a well in his
compound and of gelling the water: thus his house became
mewn ag “"water house". VWhen Zaan da Rocha died, he left
en exstate of £1,500 to his four children, and his share
helped the firat son, Candido, to launch his own
succensful buﬂinesé career. The gsecond son, Moyses Joao
da Rocha was one of the earliest Nigerian doctors,
graduating in 1913. VWhen Joao da Rocha left Brazil he
2ls0 left behind other wives and children with whom he
maintained contact and these relationships are maintained

across. the Jtiantde tiil today. 34

Turner docurents a number of such caces of movements
of recpatriates from Brazil to Nigeria and back to Brazil,
One ouistanding example is the Alakija family of Bahia,
Lagos, and Abeokuta. Snr. Maxwell Porteira Assumpcao
Alalija, late prominent Negro lawyer and teacher of Bahia,
. was born in Lagos in 1878 of Brazilian-born parents who

had gore to Nigeria before the abolition of slavery in
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Brozile Hiz frther shertly aftcvr rcoching Nigeria
bouzht a furnm in Abcolkuta and waz the first person in
that city to ¢wn a colton gin. 12 died in Iagos in
1920, Jdnr, Haxwell Alsckija 1ived in Behia from 18%8
wntlil his Acath 4n 1933, (55)

The basic tale of a Ycrvha taken zs slave to
Brazil gaininz freedom and relurning to0 Iagos is,
historieally a very cormon onz2. In 1853, Consul Camp?ell
found 130 Brazilian femilies living in Iagos. These
Nigorian Brazilians, who vwere mainly Yorubas, but they
also inecluded people of Hausa zrd Nupe origine Although
the majority opted ror catholicicm, there were a number

of mualims who remained loyal to their faith.(BG)

The Brezilia.s were kmown as Amaro, settled in
the centre of the Island around Campus square kmown as
Popo Mzuda (Portuguese) or Popo Maro and worked as
builders and sriisans to ghaps the face of colonial
iagss. Some others wenti towards the inlzand, may be
looking for their genecwlogzical roots. It is clear from
the reports of the time that mest of them knew and
practised scme cof the most sophisticated techniques both
in the building trade and craftemanships. This allowed
them to rapilly organise themselves in those activities
that were most reguested by the local elites. Initially
the local inhabitants reacted hostilely to them. After
sometime some 'Amaro' forged ties with other groups in

the populace through inter marrinpge, mtron-client
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relationships and particimtion in religious or other
(37)

voluntary associations.

Religion: The Brazilian ~Nigerians were "the torch
bearexrs" of the Catholic Church in lLages, but theirs
waz "a Roman Catholicism syncretized with Yoruba tradi- -
tional worship”.38) wnich they hed acquived in
Brazil. For instance, the Yoruba gol Obatala was
aynchretised in Brazil with 'Our ledy of Glory.(Bg) .
Many religious festivals fused Catholic and Yoruba
rituzls and pructises plus features peculiar to Brazil
such as the Brazilian dance the Bumba-lieu Boi. At

" Christmas the Yiparo celebrated the feast of Noasa

« genhora de Benfin (Our Iady of 2nd) with nocturnal
outings of masquerades, the most famous of which was

the Bull, 40)

Due to the fact that the Amaro did not speak

. Bnglish until years after their setitlement in Iagos,
they were not employed by the British administration

. as were the Saro (Sierraleoneans). Iittle officinl
interest was also taken in them until the late 1880's.
"When Moloney dealt first with the guestion of steamboat
communication between Bahia and Iazos and he encouraged
Brazilian immigration as a way of promoting agricultural
development in the colony“,(qt) on the question of the
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emancipation ¢f slaves in Brazil, September 25, 1888,
the pgovernor described the Brazilian repatriates 6
vorderly, industrious, settled and highly respectable
portion of the community and present generally praise

worthy example asg citizens".(42)

Problems with English also meant that 'Arnaro' were
lens involved in large scale trale with England and
English companies in Nigeria thaa were the saros. o
However, they did promote fraje between Iagos and Pahia,
Gencrally, as stated earligr, the Brazilian Wigerians
brought from Brazilian experience skills and artisans
and craftsmer. and earned their livelihood as masons,

carpenters, ccbinet makers, tailors, smiths, lawiderers,

dresnomakers and bakers, which are traits of Brazilian

culturzl inmpacts oﬁ Nigeria.

One interesting aspect of the 'Brazilian Nigerian'

acculturative
.on foreign / vPproce:ss was-that few of them

upon arriviﬁé in Iagos, returned to their actual home
village or communities. While the stated raticnale for
returning to Africa given by them was 'e return to lost
fomily snd ethnic group relationm",(43) reality upon
returning to the continent was different, in that the
majority of settlers chose to remain along the Coast of
Benin, in the small trading enclaves and towns. Their

acquired Bahian skills of urban street vendor, smll

scale merchant mason, carpenter, ship-builder, tool
)
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mechanisnm, waggon-maker, wvould he more easily incérpo~
rated into the coastal economies and trading system than
in the central interior; commercial opportunities, because
of the number of European traders and commercial houses
proved greater upon the coazgt, alsgo providing the
Afro-Brazilians with a specialised economic role, that

(a4

of middlemen.

Incfeaaingly, during the 19th'ceﬁtury, they becaﬁe.
agents for Buropean firms selling manufactured goods, .
initially For slaves, bub after 1860, for Palm-oil, .

produced by up couniry farmdrs. Speaking soms Africaﬁ

. language; vith a certain buf not complete ethnic'""”““*;f”*”
~identification with a local group and . with the additicnal
--ability cf being able to speak Portuguese, the "lingva -
franca® of the coastal traede during the 19th century, the

*Brazilisn Nigerians', easily adapted to this rolc of

- midd leman.

The ‘Brazilian-ﬁigerians‘frequently accompanied

| - Buropean consular agents on nissions into the inbterior,
acting as guides and interpreters. Thig middle position
hetween native Nigerians and RBuropeans served to typlfy
not only their profession but also emerging social status
along the coast. ¥or them, it wvas their ambiguity being
© neither African nor Ruropean, which constituted their

major asset and perhaps alse major deficit. They were in



B 3

135

o middle position vhich by ifs naturs called into
gquestion their loyalty as intividuals and as a group

or community.

It is poasiﬁﬁe to.diﬁcuss the 'Brazilian Higerians!?
as a community or another ethnic grdup (popuwlarly a tribe),
upon their arrival on the African coast. Aldthough their
éotual ethaic origins were diverse, mary of them horn
in Brazil and not in Nigeria, they begtn t0 manifest”
group traits and characteristics soon after their retura

. to Nigeria. &Important vas having shared {the experience
e Of Wranil and  that rarticular culture. Within the Brazilian
Nigerian community\this meant a certain supericrity in
“attituwde and often beheviour to the irndigenous coastal.
groupa whe lacked the'advantages' of having been slaves

in Brazil.

In the larger Afro-Brazilion communities,
especizlly among many of the families settled in lagos,
there was o refugal to relinguish the Portusuese
‘surnames, Or names given o them by ikeir Drazilian
mrasters, and accept only African patronynics.{45) The
Portuguese surnames, apart from being an instant
identificaticn of either forelgn backzround or heritage
was for them a certain source of pride, a distipguishing
trait or difference from olher Nigerians. Following the
-established custom, those 'Nigerian-Brazilians' mini-

fundiaries Wron establishing their own ptrantaticons along
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the covast weuldd then pive their nlave-surnames to their
vin Nigericn slaves, who in turn would gusrd these
nercs ag a budge of diztinetion, in the 2Cth centwy
beinz mistakenly convidered full~fledged rembers of

the larger 'Nigerian-Brazilian! c]ans.(és) Any trait
or claracteriziie which illusirated a social difference
or distincticn for the Aifro-Brazilian becuue desirable
in their often crronecus helief thut it cunferred upon
ther 2 certain superior status. This, according to .
Turner, Has manifested in their cheice ¢f architectural
stylc which sellf-consciously medcled iteelf upon
Brazilian coleanial architecture, fournd nolzbly in
Salvaior, culninary hubits amd patterns of dress, all

of which harkuned back to their singular Erazilian history.

Gf course, it may vot be very difficult to
distinguish the 'Nigerian-Braziliuna' frow their Yoruba
neighbours. Conservative as they may seem, a typical
Brarziliaa is clcan-shaved, would prefer to dress in the
conventional attire of bowtie and suspenders of course
a "gombrero" (a hat) is an important featurc of the
Brazilisn attire. It is also in the area of menu that
these Brazilian offsprirg in Higeria are drawn closer
to their past. 'With their acaraje and vatapa still
today in Nigeria and Brazil, it is almost certain that
the past is wvery much with the prcaent',(47) for the

'NigeriasBrazil culturcl relations,



architecture:s Yerhaps, it is in the area of

architeeture that Brazil's cultural relaiions with
Nigeria can more manifect itself. This also symbolises
the historiczl and cultural ties that bind the two
countries and vhich should place Brazil in category of
speeinl relationship with Nigeria politically ard
econcmically. This is why strong attention has to be
pl=ced on this zspect of the cultural relations beiween,

the {wo countries.

A8 alrealdy indicated, the Brazilian regurnees in
Iugos had e strong influence on the early architecture
of that city, with the classic colonial Brazilian style
of houses (known as sobrado) being recopied in the
Brazilian quarters, as viell as in a uumber of toWwns in

the interior of Yorubazland (See .Plate 1).

The phencmenon of Brazilian houses in Nigeria has
the followirg rare peculiarity: it has blended in a N
homegeneous way and in conforrmity with the living body
of the West African architecture, providing clements
cf enrichment and of dialogue with the existing building
types, Therc are then further precious characteristics:
that of bhaving kept their look practically intacit, their
own distributive characteristics and their functionality
throvgh the decades. With the exception of a very few

cases of hybrids of .ittle importance - however, soue
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disconant reverbewation: are the Inevitable

physiclozical side effect of every development - there
is no dovkt for whoever gocs throvegh the villages and
towrn: ¢f Yorubaland whether one is facing an example of
tradiiional crehitecture in the sirict sense of the

word, or an African example of Brazilian architecture.(48,
Gioreatti hypothzeised thus: "the Brazilian houses in
Yeot Africa are a perfectly compatible of cultural
graft, as the agents, the bearers of the technological ~
tronsfer, belonmed completely to the two worlds they have

Af
since linked.n(42)

The understanding of how the new shape "B;'azilian
houvse" fitted into and became neturalized with the
Yoruba civilization, will offer us new means of
underatanding the new African architecture. It will
2llew us Lo get things into perspective and possibly
agnul come experiences and revalue other architects and

builders, even to menticn them as examples.

Veot Africa, from the 19th century onvards, has
witnessed the rise of various building types built by
groups of African immigrants coxzing from the American
continent after the sbolition of slave trade.(7%) ve
have buildings which differ greatly among themselves
both in shape znd original character and which are

ravidly adopted by the local population as "pogsible”



melcla of residence fitted inic an wban developnment
not yet contawinated by the modificaticns of the
impeudinge Buropean colonialism, Historical examples

of this architccture ure present at the same tiwme in.
at lJexst threo conterporary Airican cowmtries:

Sierrs Isona, Liberin wnd Nigeria, This study “wowever
illustrates some of these buildinge found in Yorubaland,
and in posrticuler in the toanc of Ilesha, Ibadan,
Abeckuia and Ijebu-0ce (See Plate 2).

Prom hisloriecal point of wiew, the Brazilian housés‘
are erchitectinic epilogus of mizration between Brazil
and West Africa vhick is “ conseownee of the process
of redemption frum slavery starting with the ribellion
of Fahia in 1835, which was mentioned earlier. It is
therctore a matter of cun event whose roots show a
systomatic relationship batween the three continents,
Burcpe~frica-Anerica within the span of five centuries
(1400 - 1900) ard which reflects the greatcot moment
of growth of pre-colonial Yorubasiard. In this context
the Prazilian house has taken up a very irnterosting
position as an aulonomous madel zand original typological
elaboration in comparison to all the types traditionally
present in the territory. Added Yo this, is the Yoruba
conception of gpartial relctiionships linked to the
context of the traditional family organisation. The first
examples of Brazilian houses are to be seen in lagos.

+ They characterised by a symbblic content which makes them
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appear as symbolic cobjects belcaging {o a different
group, almost a local bourgcoise class in embryo: +{his
hypothegsis was successively confirced by the analysis
of the ways the imminent Znglish colonial system used
in trying to Tirst acquire and then reject the influence
of the Erazilians on the local trade (See Plate 3 ).(52)
The 'Nigeriesn Brazllian' housz is a building
tyre which as far as the formal symbolic expression ig
‘voncerned, does not derive from the itraiiticnal Yoruba
model but from the successive modifications of the
Portuguese coloniul residence in Brazil., It is the
architectural evidence of thrust tovards different
non-traditional culfural directions uvrged by an
emerging and cultural ethnic compenent in & time which
precsdes the interferences of the Enxlish colonial

(53)

policy.'”” ihe Brazzilian houge prescants itself
lutructural]y as a residentizl building in which the
architcetonic elements are co articulated as to realise
a building with a high topological concentration in
comparison to the surrounding urban péttern formed by

the ageregation of compounds (Sec Plate 4 ].{54)

So far no complete catzlogue has been proiuced,
i.c. an instrument which could discriminate between the
factors of classification anl the Nigerian architectural
types on a national scale. The cauges of this are Tirst

of 21) the enormous quintities of types, and secondly
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the ohjective difficulties of dilining crigins and
oy _ )
sources beyond the informution offered by the oral

egvidence of {the cuwaers, alvways vaeful bul often

]

wdatable.

'='The'éily work which follewed the criteria and
[

methed monticned above is ”Hi;torical Preservation In
Iagos Staic™, publiched in April, 198%. This paper
descrives and lists all the buildings of historiecal -
eralvitectonic intercst and hopes that an intervention'”°¥m“"
ol preservution and restoration will bo promoted to
cover the whole building wealth of the state of Lagos.(S?)
The Repoﬁf.iiais 81.buiidings, 4 of which are already
" wnder the protecticn of NOMI(36), i.e.: the Ilojo Bar
cf Tinubu SQuare, 2150 Mnovn oz FPernondo's Houvse and
classificd as Brazilian architecture; the Oba Palace,
. 0ld Tga Iduaanfan precedent to the Poriuruvese arrival
andé which is & collection of samples of interventions ~
pérformsd in successive times wniil its completicn in
1960; the Famous "Water House" of Kakuwa Street, whoge
historicael vigissitudes are described in the splendid
homonymous book of the Brazilian novelist, mentioned
.earlier, Joge Antonio Olinto; the 0ld Secretariat,
situated in the Marina water front, built by the colomial
English government in 1906.(56) (See Appendix for the
Map of Ineocs chowing the variuus Brazilian Nigerian
house locations, and also {he Inventory list of

Historical Bulildings and Nonuments in Lagos'State (Plate §)
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4.3 Cultural Bxzchanges 1960 - 1825

As a result of the cultural interaction between
the two couﬁtries, a number of exchanges at dfficial |
aﬁd private lesvels have been taking place. These have
repercusgions on the political and economic rclations

bebtween the two countries.

Formal cultural exchanges between fhe two .
countrics became more meanineful in the 19608 when béth
J;éféfiﬁ.5h§3éiézaﬁméglgﬁéfate ﬁs diffefént“indepenﬂéht
nationns. In 1961, for instance, when Janio Quadros came
to.pcwer in Brazil, he declarcd. that Brazil will play
- the role of a cultural bLridpge Letwesn tropical fmerica
ani-Africa.(ST) As a result of this declaration, some
Nigerian doctors were trained in Brazil as part of

Brazil's aid in the early 1960s. Dwring that period

also, scholarly cxchanges began to be noticed. Aas
stated in'chapter two, Univerzity of Bahia scholars
like Dr. Guillheme Castro came to the University of Ife
to stwly, while Mr, Lashebilkun went to University of
Bahia to teach Yorubha, which is very important 10 the
worship of the Orishas. There weré other Nigeriang who
went to Brazil to stuly. Nevertheless no other

- substantial cultural exchonges came out of Quadros
declaration. However, cultural linkage and affinity
have been of recent used by Brezilian officials to

promote relations with Black Africa. 'Brazil', acrording
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to Hinjari, 'wants to present ifself as a valuabls
-partner to Africa, who becauses of its unique history
- 18 ecapabls of underastanding and Identifyinsg with

(58)

Africanlvalues'.

The cultural relations between the two coﬁﬂtriCQ
becane mere formaliged in 1972 during the visit to
Nigeria of {he Brazilian Foreign Minister
- Mr. Gibson Barbosa. During the visit, various _f"
agreements including cultura} ones were signed, The |
‘ rationale behind the treaties is to facilitate exchange
in science, technology, higher edueation, sports and
— 8rts, and to raise mutual avwarencss. 'In pursuit of the .
policy of cultwral linkage, an Afro-Brazilian museum L
‘was sstablished in March 1974 to research into and
publish African and Afro-Brazilian cultural similarity.
Brazil also proviles acholarship for Africans to come

and study in Brazil.(sg)

4.3(a) Riucational Relations

- Educational relations hava however becen increasing
gsince the visit of Barbosa. MNany Nigerian students have
been taking advantage of the tuition free programme to
study in Brazil. Dhe Brazllien Embassy in lazos screens
Nigerian students who may be sesking for admission into
‘Brazilian uwniversities. Por, according to the cultural

Agreement between the two cowntries, the firgt requirement

’

e pmp—
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for timis - on i the lmowledge of the iortuzuese
langvaps . Tn this regard, the Univergity of Sao Paulo
has a permansnd and intonsive Poctuguesa course for
foreien students, affer which % .- are pogted to the
various Brazilizn woiversitiea o thelr substantive
courses. Althoush the stulesnts A¢ not pay cchool fess,
but they are respeousible for their owin accomnodation,
books, feeding, traveling, enterteinment end transport,
which vepresents a minimun amount of about four S
hundred (U3 9400) U.S, dollars'per month. At tha... - }-%-
momant there sre aboub 400 Higerian stulents wndertaking
wmdergradvate courges in Prazilian universitles, in ”

almost 21l areas of human Lnowledge.

v . ¥n 1982, the Brazilian government decided to 7
extend thé ptulents agrecment to include graduwate
progre.me to eneble postpraduates t¢ wndertake courses
in Engineering, Fedlcine and Teconomics. To thisg effect,

Portuguese languase knowledge 1s also required.

The University of Ife concluied agreerments with
the University of Sao Paulo, Brasilia and Bahia
regspectively, for completion of Desgree course in
Portumuese language by the students of the University
of Ife. The Portusuese course at the University of Ilfe ’
ig now being expanded due to the efforis of

Mr, Antonio Vieira da Silva, who was responsible for

e p———
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the contract of +$wo more Brazilisn lecturers,
Mra. Yeldn Santos and Hr. Arhaldo dos Santos to

Jactwre at the University.

in 1832, th& Vice-Chancellor of the Federal
University of Bahila was iy Nigerla to sign cooperation
agreemnta with the Universities of Ife, Ibalan and
Lazos. The following year, the Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Iagos alsc visited Brazil o cxamine ther
pogzibilitieg of cooperation with both Universlties .
of Sao Paulo ard Brasilia, as well as fto seek .
cooperation with Television Globo of Brazil in the
Tiesd of educational television programmes. Furthsr,
in accordance with the agreement between the Faculty ;;, 
- of Architecture avd Envirenmental Studles of the 77
University of Sao Paulo and ths University of lagos,
the Nigerian Professor David Jradeon from UNITAG
vent to Brazil in 1982 to give a ¢ix month course
‘in African Troditional Architecture to Brazilian stulents.
The course was t0 enable the University of Sao Paunlo
stulents to carry out excellent research works on the
Modern Application of Traditional Technigque in

krchitecture.(so)

4,3(b) Privste Culturol Bxehonges

In recent years, many Nigerians have been

travelling to Brazil for the ammunal carnival which
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normally takes place in Fecbruary of ecach yeazr. Apart
from this, there hid been geries of mretings, and
conferences awong the adhevents of Yoruba traditional
worships, among which is thz Congress of 'Orishe!
vworghippers. In 1983, the Oni of Ife paid private
visit to Brazil. During the visit, h: wag given a
red-carpet reception and ves able Lo witness the
survival of the varilouvs Nigerian culture which still
pergists in Brazil. On his arrival, ke waa quoted as _°
sayiné that he was bighly iwnressed with Brawil, more
especially with the survival of Nigerian oculture in

that country.

Apart from the Braziliazn descendants, who had
alwvays been, theonly reprecscntatives of the Brazilian
cultural heritage in Nigeria, Nigeria now has a
larpge number of Brazllian raticnale, living and working
in the commutry. They are over one thousand people,
distributed in variocus established Erazilian conpanies
in Nigeria, such as Banco do Brazil, Varig Alrlines,
Cobee, Cotia, Graham Dell, Yidro Service, FPronint,
Protec, Cicatrade, Paranapanems and lendesz Juu@p'.

Vost of them are based in Laros and others are in

Kaduna, Ibadan, Benin City, Zaira, Bauchi, and Port Harcourt
This shows the growth of the Braziliaon presence through

out Wigeria.
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4.5{(¢) Second World Biack And African Feotivul of
Arts o Cuibire (GOatAG 111 1977

Prazil. was rcprosonted by a large delegation at
the Second World Black ar) African Pestival of Arts
end Culture (FESEAC TI) beld in Iagos, Nigeria, betveen
January 15, and February 12, 1977. The.ccntingents were
gcholarly invelved in all aspects of the events, >
Brazilions of African descent fealtvred in gculpture,
yalvtinge, dravings asnd engravings, dance, nvsic and
movie - portraying the Negro as model in Brazilian ert,
The erhibition entitled 'The Impact OFf African Culiure
On Brazil"(Gz) iz the leit motif of the Brazilian

. Pavillion af the Festival. The title itsel? reflacts
an inkerent commitment toward a historical

" represcnbation, side by side with a.deﬁéné£raﬁibﬁmof
the ocurrent presence of the Brazilian art of African

descent in Brazil.

_ Renowned artists wvho have already achieved
through their work deeply rooted in the African
culture, ao established in Brazil and others ¢f Afvican
ancegiry, who display creativity on a more all-
encompassing plane in cwrrent tims featured most
prominently at the FESTAC II. Very few of such people

are worth mentioning thus:

L —
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Sculotors:  Francisce Ziquiba Dylafuente
Guarany, -~ he is 12 oldest of all Drazilian
yzpregeptalLive artista, gtill in full gctivity, and
beza in 2pvil 2, 1654; Gerallo Telles de Oliveira -GTO,
born in 1173, he in considei .1 0 be onz of ths most
original sculptors of medern Braszil; Boaventura Silva
Filho, Louzo,; born Jaenvary 24, 1932, prominent in
"jiolel Mariret® in Eolvedor and his work is in great .
devand by collectei, drcorators and art dealers; )

. Vaurino @« .h.r-:a_{,},":-, born in 1949, his themos are linked
with Catholic hagiclozy, having trained as a priest
for gix ycarz befoere quiting the pricsthood; slipuel dos
Santea, horn in 1944 and specialises in folklore art,
from Caroniza to literature ort,; Juarez Paraiso, born
in 1934, cine of the wmont cultured figures of the arts
in 0L Brosll, very sood in enciaving and drawing; end
Veldclodr Feogo bora in 1930 is a stuwlent of Africen

. religious cihnology in Eahia. A% FESTMC IX, he

(63)

exhibited Afro-Brazilian Jewclry.

Paintin~a, Dravings and Tnoravings: Emanoel

Arauje, born in 1640, Te has raceived a number of
Brazilian 2nd forelgn awards for his graphic paintings;
Joze de Dorue, his painting is a self-taught achievement
with the more subtle aspects of genuino African art;
Telio de Souza Oliveira, born 1929, died in 1962, dbut
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hls worka were prominent at FRYTiC II, especlally his
'Peji de Oxum, woodcut in colours; Rubem Valentim, he
.has achieved a type of plastie conposition identifiable
with thﬁ plenitude of the 'construetivist' movement; and
Qatavio de draujo, born on March 22, 1926, his
bacikpround iv fTundamentally olagsicistic, egpecially |
Eenaiasance, one of his famous works at FESTAC II is

Yeranja, the YToruba goddess of the sca.(64)

Pance: Qlza do Alaketo, Fer reputation as a

- ritvalistic dencar and as a singer has been recognised

by 8 number of critics, vriters and ethnologists in

_..Braril and abroad.. She precented a rapertoiry of sOng

and dances of Keto, the encient Eingdom in whet is today
Nigeria and from Gege, the neighbouring kingdom, in ...
modern Benin. ©The whole thing iz in accordance with |

£ho remaining "Orixes® of Afro~Braziliazn tredition, as

seen in the Alsgleto of Bzhuia,

Clyde liorgan's dance is that of 'Contemporary
theatre dancet! ms related to0 its African ovigivns. His
brecentatien 1le the choreographic theme of Oxossi |
n'irvando, taken from Afro-Bracsilian mythology us
developed in Bahie and research by Pierre Verger. The
show lugts seventy minutes, ond one of the episodes

i based on the rusic of Marlos Hobre.(Gs)
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Foein: Gilhsoto Gill, is a populzr black
Dreiilian mugician who has Africanism 2t the backgroumd
of his munic. Whern he was ecled about his music, he
replicd, "I really couldn't cay. A I lmow ie, part
of it is from Africe. And now ve're taling it hack

therets

Paulce Youra 1e anotler vopulor black Brazilian

at ihe Feotival, and he is well lmown through the .
leingth and breath fou his genovs Canba mugic. OF
. a1l the popular Jestivaly in Iraczil, Carnival ia the

bect kmown. It 35 a period of four free working days
vhat vikbrates to a type of music all it: own,

pred oninantly percusrive. Az cach year's carnival
cores rownd new compeglilong avire and are on the 1lips
of the public at 2ll times. The "Blocor" and the
"Eocolag dc Samba" have their cun theme musie, selected
in internal conlcsts before the event cloirts. This is
where Yaulo Moura specialises and he excells others.

According to him, "In the religious ritca of the

. negroeg that were carricd over into Brazil, percussion

alonc was used. Thus it is that in the “maracatu" of
the North Past and the “Becolas de Samba" in Rio the
strongest ryelodic and mythnic features of African musie
have been retained and opplied to popular music.® He
finally stated that, "the ultimate result is to bear out
the fact that the strongect influwence of all estill is
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the rveie ef w, “ecbear: . It ic {ho Influvence of the
Afric continert on the ciiture of Brazi1.“(66>

Fo las For the FRETAS 1T '77 event covering the
ciner., the Dro-ililzn Rilprocentation Selection Committee
gelects | threc cosumentary films covering chayiers of
key fuvtrrest fu the etvdy of paplind end tlie negro

enlturs in Bresili.

¥irob dn 4lo featt o iim iste o Pels® (This du
Pele), « £l lensth procentation desigued cccording
to the juineidyl-: offeirym verite' and bdbuilt up in
aceord . 23 with o chronclegical arrangement by key
novie sccnes over & perici of fifteen years, takaa_in
patericl from &1 over ile world. Tuiz Carlos Barreto
and hic team su:cecded in performing extensive research
in deplia, co ar Lo bring together the best scenes ever
taken, coverir;; the star player of all time, the

footbullicr wiversally lLailsd as king Pele.

Second is 'the Crafting of the Sawba' which was
& 35mn, shot in cclour, by Vera Figueiredo and
Zozimo Pulbul, chot  betvecn 1974 and 1975, and which
has been deccribzsd as the very best instrument for
answering the quoxry that comes from «ll over the world:
"What is en "Bscola de Sambe" - What Ceces on at a

Samba Academy?"



Yp ki film 1 ¥itled "Partido Alto", which

iz 41 Tonba brovzht from the Inndu the rhythm of
Lalt cen, $hL drum tattco, and the festive attributes
s ity ool Teceungity. Yet the evolution of the

wfiriioly uvrbon in nature. “"Partido alto" is

and crhorecographic performance put on by

¥4 o fomilic - and their friends in Rio de Janaro. The
S} conoof 179 musical form in the city dates back
Lo o w1y = 1l= 16th century, and its roots are °

. with fwo ethnic sources, the bentu and the

Vi Mrom tro: “Partido alto" arose the greatest
anf ¢ autkzntic manifestation of Brazilian populer
pusla e Sanla. This 'cshot' presents the general
o Uy y VT of this mucical form, together with three
ouls«  ing fiowes of Brazilian music. Marinho da
Ce © Juriobe, Clementina de Jesus and Vartinhoda

)

crom the pelints of view of sociolegy and the
Fistory of Arts, the response is clear and unequivocal.
African origins are a basic component of the work of
many Prazilian artists, es well as in the more
videspread expressive sweep of the creativity of the
people at large. The negro people emerged in Brazil
side by eide with relipious art, that which was
intented to move entire populations through the

decorative splendor of the places of worship,



5(a) Drordse idzoriats prorting links with Brazil

in a produect of Lhe ewdivi ) agreerent between the two

ombrics whier 2 slpet in Hovestor, 1972: article
13T of w) leh v takkes 10 Vyecome!s co-oporctim
hotweer o rortn < adsai cin of boilh comntrice in the
interest 02 dev ! ping srocis anﬂ_n‘rc with 1le aim of

crrangic s friendiy compeliilions belvcen thelir two

Az port ol the efferis to aetuslise thils aspect
of the oy rasvent, there hns teen increased cctivities,
capeein’iy in the rame of football, in which Brazil is
acclair & as ons ©f the world's bent football pleying

notions.

Nizerian fcotball teizy cen be said to have a
remarkaliy hirazilisn Influsnce. 113l recently, the

Nigeyriz: Watlionu) football Team “the Creen Begles", was

‘handled by a preninent ard renowned Drazilian coach,

Frofesscr Otto Cleria. Although Wigeria failed to
qualify Jor the 1702 World Cup in Spain, under
Ctto Clovia, he wos instruroniel to Nigeria's

championchip during the 12th African Cup of Kations

hosted by Rigeria in 1980.(69)

Apart from the National team, other Nigerian
top first divisicn clubaides hed been handled by



Brazllian ccaches. Sore cof thrse clubsides include
the Rongers International P.C. of Enugu, which

exchoenged Couch Roberto Dias for another Prazilian
cozch; 2nd the Rovers of Calabar under Coach Paulo

Cawjo3, of the Vaseo Du-~Cama (of Brezil) fame.

In addition to thies, the ligerian Hational Team,
the Green Bagles ere almest always flown t0 Brazil to
Wgoac-up" whenever they are preparing for important
international assigrrent. For erample, during the
preperaticn For the 12th African Cup of Nations ard
throvghout Nigevia's participaticn in the World Cup
(Africa series) the National Team always perfected their

atyle in Brezil before heading for the march.'T0?

Talking about nlaying-tours of Brazilian
clubaides 40 Jigeria, a number of Brazilian Football
teaws have uuﬂertakén Pleying towrs of Nigeria and
engorcd in many exhibition matches tefore nowe The
Fluninence F.C. which toured the cow.-ry are not
strangas to Nigerian foobtball fans. » Santos P.C.
of Brazil, accompanied by the vworld catest fooli-:1l
peroonulity ond soccer prodigy Edsor irantes da
Nagimento, better lmown es Fele of ' i1, visited
Nigeria in 1968 and played a number .. matches, one of

which was with the Nigerian seclecied ide. The match



~ edverse effect on his long drawn programme "to get the

T this time with the Pluminense F.C. For a two week

| Electronic.06mpany -Commééib-ihféfnaéional Company

countries.
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ended in a 2 -~ 2 drev.

Bight years later in 1976, the legerdry Brazilian
footballer Fele of Brazil whe haes been adjudped by the
World football body (FIFA) as "the most complete player
in the histery of soccer" came back to Nigerim, on a
coaching clinic, a programme gponsored by the Fepsi Cola

Interanztional Coxpany. Unfortunately, the military

. upheavals that erupted in the country "had an

- youths more invelved in the game of football". Again,

Pgle caome back to Nigeria in 1978 the third time, and

T e

e s m———— e

playingmtour of Nigeria, sponsored by & Brazilian

{Inter Brazil).

Crm e m e e © e mam mm = - mmao— mmehs e ra B e e T

Pole at this time was made 0 play pwblic relations

“officer for the company by advertisimz some Brazilian

products wder the trade mork of "I/ IA"™ which is
prodiuced and marketed by Commacio Indernational

Company of Brazil.

Sporting relaticnz between Nige ria and Brazil,
especially on the game of foothall kv 5 been extensively

used to promote cultural and'economim relations of both
(71)
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4.4 Conclusion

4 -

_ From the feregoing, there definitely has been
an dmportant cultursl interaction between the two

i

countries, as the preceding sections show. This hasg =7 7
an impact on the political and economic relations of
the two cowtries. The common culftural heritage have

formed a basls for mutual cooperation at official and

- private levels. DBrazilian IMICs have sought to invest-
in the Nigerian economy svecessfully. expl~'*ing “he e

' . Cult ural lil'lk.ages . . - -&I‘e I. ERTFIEIT v} TR

__The formalisation  of trade, cultural and-.d_pﬁ;-_“

political ties are closely tied to this common historical

. heritage. Emphasis has been placed on cooperation on -~ '~

the South~-Bouth axis, It can be assured thersfore o
that the increasing participation of Erazilian capltal
in the Nigerlan economy will rely more and more on

the cultural links to form a solid basis for economic

cooperation.

o

Nonethsless in this chapter, we miade the peint
that while economic relations might be skewed in |
favour of Brazil, to the detriment of Iigeria, cultin-al ‘
relations between them may not f9llow the same pattern.'.
What exists is more of interdependence, or mutual
relationship as has been shown in the -:hapter.
Furthermore, while aspecta of culture ..ike taate,

- e v b o — s S
e A £ A -
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apesthetic preferences; consumpt ion patterns ean be aamdif
10 contain Brazilian influence:. .n Nigeria, and thial.
may be a polnt to make Tor cwdlitural dependence on the
vhole (eulture perceived in its entirety), what exigts
is not a relationship of depeﬁdence. Since Nigeria _'m;w
wag never colonised by Brazil, and since formal and

full geale relationship between the twe comtries began

only in the pest colenial perioel, there is a Ilimit to

the influences each can bring to bear on the. other -

A -~ T,

which is different altopether from a cdléﬁidliﬁﬂ”ﬁ*?h'“f

o

(4]

relationship where the c¢colonising power's presende is

“Pelt in -all cpheres of life, including the N e

7 reculturisation of the colonised people, such as the_ jgi
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CHAPTER FIVE

5.0 HNIGERUA/BRAZIL PIPLOMANTC D TOVLTTICAL
RELATTOHS

The extent and manner in which economic
relations have influenced the political aspects in
thelrelations between Nigeriaz and Brazil is not
clearly in ¢vidence. Diplomatilce an&'political
relationship began only in 1960s. Thug, while
economic -Lnterests might have contributed to the
"inteasification of diplomatic contacis, political -
depehdency is not borne ont by.our findings. In |

_this chapter thercfore, we take a ledk at the =
_beginning of the political relationship; after which
 _the major trend and positions in the two countries'
foreitﬁ policies are analysed to draw attention to
~areas of cooperation and those in which, as they ’
'stand nov, there are conflicting interests. Ve h
- moke certain policy suggestions, as well as draw
attention to both internal and extraneous variables
: that are likely to impede meaningfull cooperation-

between the two countries.,

5.1 Iyolution of Mplomatic And Political Relntions

After Drazil attained what was described as
the 'Brazillian economic miracle', the Brazilian
State, Brazilian private and foreign capitalists

in a tripartite alliance, had to ensure a durablel;

"‘p
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market for its new export oriented industrial goods.

1t is this more than anythirg else, that explains
Brazil's 'pragmatic' overtures in the 1960's to the
then independent states in Africa, including

Nigeria. Brazil before then, cculd not have hoped

for a market in Nigeria because Nigeria was a

British colony, and the protectionist colonial

policies saw to it that she remained the exclusive
market of Britain, This fact accounts for the non- .
existence of political relationship between Nigeria and
Brazil. Nigeria was not yet a sovereign state and
her internal government was handled by the British
ccolonialists. As such, the political félationship
between Nigeria and Prazil is relatively reccent. -
Hence no meaningful diplomatic and political relations
were established between them until 1960's. Before
this time, relations were carried on principally
through International Governmental Organisations

(I,G.0.s8) and Commodity Organisations,

There were no direct contacts in the form of
diplomatic exchanges, through permanent diplomatic
missions. The Brazilian association with Portugal
influenced her policies on Africa, particularly on
the gquestion of colonialism and racism. Also before
1960's, Brazil was very conservative in its political

relations towards Africa.“) This point was echoed
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in the speech by Mr. Qucodros, the Republican party
presidential candidate - Subsequently elected on
May 12, 1960, when he declared that:

ess Prazil could not continue in its

current timid position, for the way was

clear in Asia and Africa. =xvansion of

international relations and advantages

shift in trade will increase our activity

among nztions, for we already are a
country with a definite future. (2)

»

From 1960 thcrefore, the intensification of relatioms
between the two countries can generally be
characterised by 'eagerness' and *boldness' on the
port of Brazil. But cn the part of Nigeria the
relationship has been characterised by 'reluctance'
and 'caution'. In the majority of cases involving
the establishment of diplomatic, trade, economic and
cultural relations betwean the two sides, Brazil
initiated the eventa.(3) The explanation of this
pattern of behaviour can be located in the historical

processes of development in the two countries,

In 1960 when Nigeria attained independence,
Brazil was already one hundred and thirty eight
years old. It had weathered varicus strains and
stresses of naotion building, whil : Nigeria was just
embarking on her own efforts at ¢ eatinézpulti-
ethnic state, The 'real' Brazil i as unknown to

Nigerian ancd other African leader:. Brazil was seen
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by Nigeria and a few other African countries only

in terms of her economic domination by the United
States, and fearcd that she might well be a front

for pmerican capitslist enterpricses which sought

to spread their tentacles all over the world.(h)
Others saw Brazil ac a country in which multiracialiem
was at the expense of the Elack population. Even

in 1974, the late Dr, Agostinho Veto, when

L

interviewed during the period of Angola's transition -

to independence about hig roncept of a.pa» Angzol:, -.

-fﬁnﬂied that:

We don't vish to be a Brazil zs some say,

vess Je do not have evidence that there is

elevztion of the status of blacks over

therc. Those blacks .... that are in

Brazil cnly sell sweets and peanuls ...

in the streets and live in favelas and is not

the type of sclution we want. (4b).

On the colonial question, not much was
accomplished in 1950's as Brazil constantly preferred
to maintain relations with Portugal. Brazil as
an original member of the U,N.O. during the San
Francisco conference on colonizl territories in
1946 did not demonstrate the least interest in the
aspirations of colonial peoples. The declaration
related to colonial territories (Ch. XI, Art. 73
and 74) a U.N.O. document of the great significance
which proclsimed the importance of the interests of

the inhabitants of these territories and affirmed
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_the two countries became formalised. This also

'could be soid to have faciliiated the economic

- exchanges in favour of Brazil. . - .+ *  L4ulhan

Reléiions botwen thé tﬁo countries recéiVed a
';boost in 1972 when the Brazilian Foreign Minister
!ﬁhen, Mr. Gibson Barbosa under-tock an smuitious
African tour which took him thrdugh several Black
African States including Nigeria. As stated_earlier,
before this tour of African States, Brazil's African
policy tended 10 be detérmined by its close relations
witn Portugal . This situation completely chanped
after the socialist revolution in Portugal in early
1974. This was because Portugal gave up its colonial
territories in Africa due Lo the pressures from the
vafious liberation movements in Afric-. This meant
~that Brazil could en%er into closer relastions wibhrﬁ
Africa, esvecially the former PpriugUese colonies.
Brazil aiso felt the need to expand its political
influznce in Africa during tals poriod due 1o the _,f4
increasing competition‘ it was facing from othéf
Latin AmcfiCan countries, such as Mexico, Venezuela
and Argentina for influence in the Latin American
region. Apart from this chmllengo'other Latigli_é*.
fmerican countries bogan Lo be gusmecious of its

groving pover sbtatus. Having frisnds on the African
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continent was then considered desirsble to zvoid
isolation, Despite the ravid economic development
that Brazil had experienced it did not want to be
categorised among the developed couniries of Lhe world,
It wanted and siill wants to stay znmong the ¢oveloping
world so that it can enjoy the best of the two
worlds.(g) This explains the motive behind',
Barboga's visit which carried with it the image of &’
third world country. _ ey ‘
- C -

Since the early 1970's, Brazilian foreign
Ipolicy assuwaed a new pragmatism. The pragmatic
national inferect orientation propelled the nation
to focus on trade matters as one of the highest
priority concerns of Brazii's muliilateral diplomacy.
The major interest areas became principally
comﬁodities, shipping, transfer of technology and

international finance. - — =

With regard to multilateral political
objectives, Brazil aspired to gain a widér
internationzl presence and acquire prestige status
and prominent participation. In pursuing its
economic foreign policy objeciives, Brazil has
become not only vociferous, but highly visible in
the movecment of Less Developed Countries LDCs for

the restructuring of the internationzl economic
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technolu;iﬁal orders primarilr through negotliations
and the Upited ligtions Conference on Trade and
Develovnent (UNCTAD) and the Conference on
Iniernstional Ecozomic Cooperation (CIEC). It was
also gelive in talks to introduce reforms in GATT
and Mul Lilateral Trade Negotiations (MTH) in

(10)

Cenevey.

The Latin fuacrican bloc led by Brazil has .
varticioated aclively in negotiations at UNCTAD
aimed sl changing the under-previleged
glituation of developing couniries, 2lthough
Nigeria and Brazil_facé'-similar economic problems,
~nd it would be exnected that such fora could help_ o
in solving their common problems, Brazil's active
varticipation is thought to contribute to its
carving out g privileged position among the
underprivileged, At the U,N., for example Brazil's -
cconomic relations with Nigeria led to the signing
of significant declarations on Vorld energy and
.nternationa)l trade, as the 'Declaration of Rio de
Janeirou aimed at International cooperation price

Btabilisation.(11)

Here, we make the point that Brazil's active
participation in these organisations is related
to its interests to search for markets in the Third
World, particularly in Nigeria in a more profitable

manner.
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The diversification of Brazil's foreign policy
iﬁterests also bringginto focus her relation with
Njgeria and other Southern Countries. The

cistordcel and traditional ties with Africa,
'especiaily Nigeria have been revived and expanded
princips1ly in the areas of irade and through ..
International FEconomic Associations like UNCTAD
which we have just mentioned. =xpanding economic
ties with Niceria and other African countries has
therefore become the primary thrust of Brazil's

nev Africa policy.(12) The 1972 visit of Foreign
kijnister Gibson Barboss to Nigeria and some other
tfridad countries set the tone for renewednﬁiiéterai

relationships which had an important bearing on

" Brazil's multilateral objectives. The new Africa

policy sought to achieve the following objectives:

- Project Brazil's imsge as in ' -
indugtrialising tropical power with something
to teach other less developed couniries;
yroject and defend a strong African policy
to convince black African States that
Brazil's previous relaptionship
vith Portugal should not inhiwit
development of c¢loser ties with Africa;
Muster sufficient political suvport for
Brazil's 200 mile “erritorigl waters
positions; sign trade gnd tecnnical
cooperation treaties that would allow
follow up by private enterprises; Advance
culturagl relstionships based on Afro-
Brazilian ties; survey the possibilities
for Bragzilian services and invesiments in
development projects; and work to increase
direct btransportation routes across the
South Atlantic. (13) L
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©- . Phe growing importsnce of Wigeria in
. International relations is guite eviden® ‘5 her
lesgdership rmle in the OAH ang ECOUAS as = »ajor

stop in promoting the Pan African consciov..osss

Nigeria's leadership role in Africa mokes = not
only imperative for Brazil to expand dip’ - :tic ties
with Nigeria, but also to consider thal : . .tionship

as a model of Brazil's relationship'wit} e rest
of Africa, Accordinpg to Ald A, Mazrul:
vus Thore arce other links and simil: :ities
between pfricas angd Leolin America. Where is the
burden of fragmentation in Latin fdmerica

comparable to that in Africa, though not
50 zcute. Both continsats are split into

and both are vulnerable to axternal

exploitation as a result, Both continents

have one member dramatically larger than .
any other. Latin sperica has its Brazil, v
Africa has its Nigeria. (14) .
The conceniric pattern of dependency relations
yould therefore spread from Nigeria with her '
neighbour with less developed econcmies to Brazil
with Nigeria whose cooperation davolves dependency

strudtures al a higher level. .'; 

5.2 1Phe Bacigl Ouestion In Niperia -~ Brazil Relstion:

Nigerias foreign policy on the racial question
is mainly focused on its support to the liberation
of African countries still under colonial rule and

its support for and solidariiy with black human

rights all over the world, Nigeria has joined the
many countries in the internationsl system in their



o 195 &

call for gmong other things; the immediate cessation
of diplomatic relations vith South Africa; the
implementation of cconomic znd other sanctions
according Lo the reclevant resclution of the UHO
Ceneral Assembly; the demand for the immediate

release of all South African and Namibian political
"prisoners of apartheid; and the diplomalic recngnition

of the African National Congress (#C) and P:..
African Congress (PAC) in South Africa and SWAPO in °
nwailbia as legitinale representatives of the

peoples of Lthese two countries,

Nigeria's tough stand on the racial quesiion
is in conflict with the economic relations with
Brazil whose position cn the issue is vacillaling.
Nigeria shares with Brazil the underlying concept of
non-interference by big powers in the internal
affairs of small states, Nigeria has also been
demonstrating its commitment to the proltection of
the politiczl and economic rights of black people
whereever they may be. Successive Hiperison
governmments have reiterated in major official
pronouncements Nigeria's commitment to Southern
African Liberation and the rights of the blackman;
an¢ has also been demonstrating in practical terms
its total opposition to which ever country that
deals with South Africa.
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At the various exchange of visits at the
government official levels, the issue had always
been reechoing in communiqgues and official siatements
made by the two countries, For insztance, during the
vigit of quﬂédua to Brazil in 1979, it was reported
that on the'question of apartheid mention wae:hade
to the effect that "Nigeria was irrevocably committed
to the total eraodication of agpartheid in South ;
Arrica."(15) In the same 1979, the outgoing -
Brazilian Anbassador to Nigeria, Mr. Geraldo de
Heraolino de Lima declared tﬂat "Brazil is opposed to

"(16) That was

South Africa's apartheid policy.
when he paid a courtesy farewell call on the then
Nigerian Head of State, General Obasanjo. 1In his
own reply, General QOlusegun Obasanjé called on
Brazil to "identify herself more positively and
directly with the aspirations of Africans as far as
- South Africa was concerned."('?) " 0on the same issue
of apartheid, the former Brazilian President Joao
Baptista de Oliveira Figueiredo in 1980, 'haile
receiving the former Nigerian Senale President
delegation, during the 2nd Republic Joseph Wayas,
in Brazilia was quoted as also saying that f#he would
do everything to erase aparthéid and racist

discrimination from South Africa."('8) He also said

that 'Brazil was opposed to racial discrimination
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and would continue to support the struggle against
apartheid."(lgj He further informed Joseph Waya's"
delegation that his statement agwinst apartheid
during the visit of Presldent of Giinea Bissau,
Luls Cabral reflected his total conviction on tha

evil of apartheld. Wayas had earlier noted that

o tiyhile Nigeria was very much encouraged by Brazil's

“TNigeria to eradicate apartheid from African continent!

- not only these countries that ignore_the

" sustains apartheid and its illegal cccupation of - o -

present stand on recist Preloria regime, therc was

room for moyre concrete stepg in collaboration with

i e
: . R

At the international level however, what

"Nemibia is the refusal of Buropean countries and the

R T

‘U.5.A. %0 implemct the economie and military o.ro

- panctions approved countless times by the U.E;O.“j_;r

From our studies it has been discovered that it is

"international community's pleas afoinst apartheid.

Brazil also maintains extensive diplomatic,

.economic, commercial anéd aviation relations with

(21)

the racisl reginc, a fact which its resounding

phrases in the bilateral rclations with Nigeria sre

- never able To disguise. What is well disguised are

- the signing of treaties, but nevertheless real.

its military links wvith Pretoria, not formolised by
(22)
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According Lo a respec! 1 Brazilian journalist,
Newton Carlos, for erx. .le, the official Banco do
Brozil's foreign comercial desk itself informs that

Brazil L& oxzorting arms to South Afvica. 23]

Today, according to Abdias de Nascimento, "the
black community in Brazil is tired of so much
hyprocriey." He went further to say that "the
Aryan-purc d:zndies of the “carriere" continue ’
declaring their anti-racism and “"condemning!
apartheid, while Brazil shelters the racists!

diplomatic representation, which distribuies to
| Bfaziliéﬁs firms-aﬁd ﬁnivérsitias, aﬁd population
in general, its glossy colour m;ga;ino Pcnorama. -
carrying the praises and propaganda of apartheid.(aq)
Brazil's major internaztional airlines, Varig, flies

to Johannesburg cnce a week, carrying commerce and
business concerns to South Africa. Brazil gives
'space to tourist advertiging, supovorted by the

official Brazilian tourist zgency Mmbr:teur,

portraying South Africa as "a country of marvels"
inviting to all. DBrazil exchanges millions of

dollars worth of trade with the racist regime.(25)

It was also noted during the Nigerian-Brazilian
Dialogue on Foreign Policy that Brazil's close ties
wvith South Africa could be illustrated by the

presence of over three hundred South African families
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in Brazil (most of them employed in Phe labour force
as technicians and ekilled woﬂ:crs%?hgs caused
apprehension among black Brazilians that there may

(26)

be an dintensification of racien.

WVhere this leads us is that Brazil comes inte
every possible contradiction with the economic an<
other sanctions voted by the U,H. and Nigeria's
strong vosition cn the issue which also contiradic

the spirit of South-South relaticns.

Brazil, e&s already menticned is the sccond
largest country in the world wiih black popilation
after Nigerig, with black peopulation of over 40
milliocn, which constitutes 44% of 120 million
population of Brazil.(e?J This factor points to the
common struggle which Nigeria and Brazil must share
i.e. the fight to eradicate raciem whercever it
exists in the ?World. Yet Brazil cpenly seeks parailel
" relations with South Africa. Her trade amounted to
60 million US dollars in 1975, the grealest among
Latin fmerican countries. Brazil has always displayed
reluctance to vote in favour of forceful measurcs

against apartheid South Africa.(ga)

The Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Relations
has however responded to comploints of Afro-Brazilians

and of African Ambassadors, particularly Nigeria's
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Timothy Anacele Mgbokwere, (who made a woving
appeal to Brazil to consider the extent ©o which
its extensive commercial involvements support the
apartheid regime, and who refused an interview to
Jornal do Brazil on the grounds of its pro-
apartheid stond), with an 2l1lcgation resaricably
similzr to thot of Ponald Reagan's "constructive
engapgenent." The Brezilign Foreign MHinistry
(Itemarati) m-intains that only by con“inuing its
relations with South Africa will Erazil Le aguie L
extend its"pozitive anti-racist influcnce" over th
Sauth African authorities.(??) This goos to suggest
that Brazil is very much hand in glove with aparthecid
South Africa. UVhereas at intcrnations) conferences
and at officizl interactions with Nigeria, her
posture is different. For exsmple, at the
international conference on sanctions against Soutlh
-Africa in (Poris, 20 - 27 May 1981)-the official
reprecentative of the Brazilian governncnt stated
that:

see Brazil has c¢penly condemned the onartheid

policy of Souith Africa, =2s well as South

African military invesion of Angola, Zambia

and recently liozambique. The Brozilian

position of course arlises from our respect

for the basic principles of the U.N,

Charter, as well as from the non-rocial

character of our society and the cxperience

we have in ethnic integration., The Brazilian
government, therefore rejects apartheid as a
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marked viclation of human rights and as a
threat to inlernational pecace and security.
The ideology, totally foreign to Brazilian
rerlity, is condemned by »ll in PBrazil, as
can be seen on occasion such as the
celebration of international D=y for the
eliminztion of racial discrirvination,
Namibia day, the anniversary of the Universal
declaration of human rights and other sclemn
occasions thzt refer to what happened in the
fight for Southern African Livcration. (30)
Judging from these pronouncencnts, it will
appear az if the Brazilian foreign pelicy is very .
much in line with Nigeria's position on support and
solidarity for: black human rights all over ths world.
But the question could be aszked as to Brazil's
record with regard to treatment of black people,
even in its own territory? "If the truth must be
told, her record is unimpressive, if not downright
desvicable. At home, her black citizens clearly
live as sccond class citizens, In relation to
South Africa, Brazil has consistently maintalned
- an ambigously clear position in supvort of apartheidﬁsl)
For example, rarely are Afro-Drazilians seen working
in banks, restaurants, airline companies, bih stores,
or other professions which reouire direct dealing
vith the public. Raclal selection is already seen in
advertisements for employment when they require
"good appearance. This expression, we know perfectly
means: "We do not accept Blacks." It is not by

chance that 83.1% of Hlack women and 92.4% Blackmen
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: éré c0ncentrrted in occupatious connected with non-
gunlified manval work.(32) Or 4/5 of the Afro-
Prazilian labour force fall within occupation
. Z7,
characterised by low income and school level.()Q}m

Lot
R

- ST
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Hlack Brazilian community is also already
accustomed to police harassments, brutality and
violence: when dealing in neighbourhoods and

residences of the white ruling class, police action-

s 1g to protecty bul referring to slums and popular

periphoral areas, where the Black population is
concentrpted, pollce action turns to repre351on.' 
sz this rOﬂson, Afro~BraZLllans are afraid to go.H
.out wauhout their 1ﬁant1tj cards, cspeclally without
uneir work Card, one is lisble to be arrested without
Just cause, tortured or simply murdered as a

"dangerous deﬁmquent."(34) |

. "How, in a society where racial discrimination

- is seen everyday in sdmlssion to employment
(euD001ally in the current recession period),
onc can imagine the only way out thpt the
Afro=~Drazilian worker finds: without a way
out of police violence, he sells his labour
al any nrice to a white boss who aprees to
sign his work card. ¥urtheraore, the Law

- Infractions Code in its Art. 159, roads that
the practice of vagrancy (referring to
uvnernployment) results in prison, so, it is ..
easy to see that it is not permitted that a
Blaclk worker be out of work, It is not
by chance that the jail population in our
country is constituted mainly of Afro-
Brazilians." (35)



- 183 -

Racial dewnocracy could therefore be regarded
humorously as ‘racigl divicion in work'. The black
pcpulation is always pressed to remzin in the lower

scales of the socizl hierarchy.

pmothuer ideological nolion that defines Afro-

Brazilian identity is the ideblogy of whitening, or
simply whitening. According to Carlos Hasen'.lg,
"in 3razil's self image, the negre is zlmost
invigible. Its most objeclive expression is in the
text of Docree-Law 1967 (of Sep*ember 18, 1985),
which states in its 2nd Aéticle, the following.(Bs)“
"In admitiing immigrantis, one will keep in mind the
need to preserve and develop the characteristics

in the ~lunic cornsition of the population which
are most convenient to its EFuropean lineage as well
as defense of the nationpl worker“.(3?) Despite
this type oi preoccupation, such an idezl hazse not
"come true in de-.ographic terms, since the Black
pvopulation has reverted to its growth process beginning
in the 1960s. However, from the cultural point of
view, whitening is there, trying to demonstrzl: to .

the African historical contiribution in building

Brazilian socio-cultural heritage.

While the racial democracy myth works-at public

and official levels, whitening defines Afro-Brazilians
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at the private level and at two other levels. Ini
a conscious dimension it reproduces what whites
among themselves say with regard to Blachks, and'
thiz constitutes a full repertoirz of popular
expressions, punctuated by negative imnpges of Blacks:
Mp Yhiteman runiing is an athlete, a DBlackman bl
running is a thief"; "If g Blackman does net do
something dirty when he enters some wheore you may | :
be sure he'll do it when he leaves"; and "A white
woman to marrr, a mﬁlatto, to fornicate and a Nlaclk
women to work." This latter expression points o
~-tho- seccond level in which whitening mechanisms are -
| processed: a more unconscious level which | |
'corresponds to the stereotyping of roles and plaCGS'i;““
attributed to Blackman or woman. Thus he or she is
reprosented as a heavy work labourer, non-qualilied;
or elme as someone who has managed to rise socially,
“but alwayé within chanhels of social mobility |
considered adcquate for him or her., Positive inoges
are thoge in which Blacks play social roles asrigned
to them by the system: singer and/or composer of
popwlar music; soccer player, and muwlatto woman.:
In all these images there is a common element: the
Black person iz seen as an abject of entertainment.
This cultural typification of Blacks also points to

another common element condensed in corporal . .0

.o
'

L3



- 185 -

attributes: strength/physicz) resistance, rhythm/

seanlity.(ES)

It i5 worth neling that the popular expression
previougly cited, "Wlite wouan to marry, mulato to
fornicate ond blackwoman to work" has becore a
privileged synthesis of how Dlackwenan is secn in
Brazilian society: zs a body that works and that is
super-exploited economically, she is cleaning woman,
coolr and washer woman -~ “heavy worker" qf the
white families for whom she works; as a body that
generates pleasure - and that is super-exploited
gsexually - che is the mullato woman of Carnaval
Parades for tourists and of porno films, whose
sensuglity is included in the ca@pgory of the

\
werotic-exoticn, (377

Judging from the above, it is not difficult to
- see that the statements contained in the Brazilian
government's message to the Faris Conference,
(except reproduced) . ibund not only false, but
quite mislcading, not only to tiie Afro Brazilians
active in the Black movement, but to Africans vho
arrive in Brazil newly. Brazilian "Africanity"

like "racial democracy" highlighted in the Brazilian
official discourse directed specially to Africa,

are no more than, as Afro-Brazilians say among
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themselves, Just "folklore".(qo) In his "'vQ ;f 

comnunication to the 1st Interrational Brazile

L

Africa Seminar, held at the Centre for Afro-Asian

- 8tudies, in pugust 1981, Professor Jose Maria Nunes

Pereira, having characterised the historical process

of proximity/sepcration/promimity between Brazil e

and the African continent, said:

Brazilian technicians, executives and
__businessinen, nlong with an easy relstlonshi

with Africans in Africa, display an ’ s

agpressive paternaslien - Che classic form of
Brazilian racism (...)

[

_MM _l . The first image Africans have of racial

incqualities in Brazil appears as soon as

*-H;Wthey get off the plane at the Alrport of

Rio de Janeiro, the usual port of entry to
. .the country. They see practically no 2lacks
in the first echelons of the airport staff;
they are present only in maintenance and
- cleaning services, Later, in meetings at
Ministries, here come the negroes to serve
the coffee, a5 usuzgl, Oné or another Black
public relations officer in compaonies that
export Yo Africa do not change the reality
detécted by the African as soon az he arrives
in Brazil. (41)

" In addition, noti rarely are African students, taken

for' Afro-Brazilians, arrested by the police as

vagrants (unemployed)} since they are also black,

and, as such, suspect. .

. N
%, .

. Moreover, Brazilian "white superiority" ignored

almost everything referring to the African continent;

with exception of news of unforeseen eveats (wars,

b
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coups d'e -t gnd riots), Brazilisans are Vefy muchn
uninfo. .- about African pelitical and culturzl = ..
Proces - 3. In thisg sense, Africs doss not escape Lhe
sterev.ypes which began vith films like Larzan. One
is fréquently asked this auestion, by so calieg |
'cultured' rersons. Ah! have you been in that o
" AMfrican country? What is the dialect spoken there?.
Trhe stercotype functions as follows: Since Africans
are ‘savages' and '"backward’, Lley only speak in | .
dialecls, because only civilised peovle can speak

1
3 lailgllgge! ! (LI- b)

;hhpegpite_ﬁecumen;Cal, Pragmatic aﬁd reaponsibl e!
ﬁolicy of the CGiesel goverament (1974 - 1979) through

- which Brazil embarked On a path of closer relationg-«wmmem-
vith Africa, a series of Obstacles, such as the |
ideoclogical tenor we have attempted to depict here

are still to be overcome,  42)

‘These are Bragiltls rosture towardé'raéist S..
Africg, its Owil policies towards Black Brozilians
and its economic drive and interests on the African
continent., Dr, 4, Atindele, former IH.rector of
Research of the N.I.I,4., Lagos, speaking on the
OcCasion of the fiprst International Erazil-~Africq o
Seminzr al the Centre for Afro~asian Studies in |

August 1981 put it tihig way:
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The first problem area is Southern Africa.

Africa is still very much worried with the

contradictions and ambvivalences in

Brazilian policy for South LAfrica. We

are perfectly aware that, although Brazil

verbally condemns the Scuih African

government for its criminal policy and

for apartheid, Brazil continucs to

expand its trade with that counlry, and

has refused to aid liberation movements in

South Africa and whzst is most disappointing

for many African countries, Brazil has

refused to endorse the 0,A.U. position that

only armed conflict will resclve the

prublems of political change in that part of

the continent. (43)

It is also in contradicliou of lligeria's
stand on the rights of the Black race whereever they
may be that her close trading partner Brazil should
ignore the Afro~Drazilian population., The latter
de not influence .he articulation, formulation or

implementation of Brazilian policy. Therefore,

Brazil's cultural, historical and economic interests
with Nigeria and the African continent as a whole is

‘put into question,

The other problem is the nature of Brazil's
economic relations with Nigeria. Brazil pays a lot
of attention to trade and bank investments in its
relations vith Nigeria and many African countries.
Cne has the impression that Brazil sees Nigeria and
then African countries firstly, as a market for its
mznufactured producls, and only secondarily as an

economy Oor a scries of economies to be assisted in



- 189 -

their developmont, by means of investment and

(44)

transfer of Lechnology.

Hations tust have accepted the equality of
racco should acsume international cobligation to
“fosier tlese rights. The commitment of Nigeria to
the mobection of blacks all over the world, the
enphrsis is Lhal an increased economic and social
inter-clion belween Nigeria end Brazil, in which .
Braziiizn blacks do not participate and benefits
would be difficult to justify to the Nigerian people.
Herc lies the contradiction., Hence, prerequisite
for muiual coucperation needs to be decided by the

two countries.

There covld be enormous differences in the
socin) pet up between the two countries, but this does
not discountensnce the fact that there are shared

aspirations nmmely, “"Justice for all race", which
makes 1t impera.ive for the two countries to work
togethzr to accomplish common objectives. This does
not zaount to interfering in the inlernal affairs

of one another, ralher it is an attempt to fulfil the
implementation of international action against
apartheid and racism.(hs) This point can be drawn
closer home 1f one recollects that even the United

States linked the sale of wheat to Jewish emigration
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from the Sovielt Union. Over foriy nations excluded
themsclves from the 1980 Olympics in Moscow éﬁs
demonstrate Lizir opposition to Lhe abuse of the
sovercign rights of Afghanistan, and Over thirty

nations boycoited the Commonweslth games ir 1986.

Political znd diplomatic relstions with
Higeria will generally be wamm snd receptive. This
warnith and roeceptivity however uredicates on
Brazil's ﬁene}al attitud-~ towards thelli“:fa‘i:n
strugple in Soulhern Africa anu{partiGUIarly
relations with South 4frica. Jisrelations with
Soulh Africa are primcrily economic. Anyhow it has
tendad to keev its diplomatic relations with the
country at a low level, anad éhe Nas since the mid
70's tznded to agdhere Lo UN resclutions against S.
Africa, especially Lhose relating to sporting
activitlies and azgpression against other African
States. But she has not been so disposed as regards
resolutions calling for mandatory economic sanctions.
With increasing pressures from igeria, it is hoped
that DBrazil may be more disposed towards supporting
Migoerian interests in the UN as regards the
liberation struggle in Southe.n Africa. In turn,
this will win MNigerian support for Brazilian interests
in the U.N. and any other 1.G.0's.
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 The principal objective of Higeria on political
l front should be directed towards winning Drazil into
the Fresdon Flighters Camp. In view of the latest
eventsz in colonial Africa, this should present little.
or nu problem. To accomplish this, Nigeria should
proncie a greatler knowledge of not only ligeria but
Africn z3 a whole. This strategy will serve the
uscfvl. purpose of nuluralising the reference to '
POI"E;'!_!-,_::::'_;.J'?. on ilssues affecting Africa by the Brazilian.s'.
It will also serve a bettor awareness-anﬁ,hgkﬂgﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁfggfh
underatanding of Kigerians and African people as a
whola.,  Such will facilitate botler understapding
of ATrican points of view on decoibnisation. More “
importantly however, 1s constant and continuing e

dislosue on internstional issues,

5.% ogenkh Atlentic Treaty Organigation (SAT0Y?2 ...

| thga:dgng Nigeria-Brazil cooperation in the
South silantie, geographical contiguity is a facter
that i important in Nigeria-Brazil relations.
The gignificance is in relation to the defense of
the South Atlantic ocean., The South Atlantic does1-kﬁl
not only unite Brazil with Africa in économic
alliance but also presents the possibility of "a
broad intercontinental policy, the improvement of i

her defence and security issues.H(QG) T
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Brazil and Nigeria have indicated the need to
create a South Atlsntic Pact., Bul "he reasons the
two countries hove offered contra: their
respective individual positions, ecuveclally as
regards the South African question. While Brazil
sees in the South Atlantic Pact a buffer
organisation against communisgt expansion and
underplays the action against apartheid South
Africa, Nigeria sees a South Atlentic Pact which
souwld foster regicnal military security and
economic development io ipclude qa nilitary
isolation of apartheid regimEthich Nigeria ;s 80
strongly opposed. The eventuzl establishment of
such an organisation therefore, will face the
problem of crisis of expectations and ambiguily

over intentions.

Since 1977 therehaze'been runours that Brazil,
Argentina and South Africa backed by the U.S5. have
been planning the formation of a South Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (SATO)}(QZA, that such an
organisation will be modelled on the NATO system.
In an interview with the African mirror, the
Brazilion Ambassador to the United Nations Mr.
Sergio Correa da Costa said that the "Brazilian
CGovernment has no plans whatsoever or has it ever

had .... for any strategic or wmilitary allionce in
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the South Atlantic involving South Africa." Also

in an interview with the African ifirror the
Argentiniazn Ambassador to the U.N, pointed ¢ that
there have been mcetings between Latin Amer: can
countries in a joint inter-American Dofence Eoard
which was established by the treaty of Rio.

Together the Latin American countries have joint
noval exercises bccause of Lheir concern for the
safety of the South Atlantic., The Argentinizn envoyr
hovever, went on to spy thpot there hzs never been

.e. a time when either a joinlt statcment for or
exercise with South Africa was considered." That
the poseibility of Argentina or olher nations,
particularly South Africa, preparing a common
strategy for South Atlantic defence has been a
"misreprescntation."(ha} "hatever the case these
countries have exoressed some concern about the
safety of the South Atlantic particularly at the time
of war. '"This is because about 80% of the foreign
trade relations is by boat, especially for Argentinae.
It therefore appears that the possibility for the
establishanent of 'SATO' hod been mentioned at one of
the joint meetings., 1In spite of the denials by the
two envoys recent developments have tended to
confirmm the faci that the possibility of the
formation of 'SATO' is in progress. It has been
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reported that in eafly Junﬁ, 1981.a meéting of  1;.
stratogic experts from the U.S.A., Argentina, -
Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay and South Africa met in o
.Buenos Alres to discuss vhe possibllity of creating.“.

‘SATO'(HG). Although it has equally been revorted
that the meeting was privetely sponsored and not o
"official. The four Latin fmerican countries also
attended ceremonies in Cape Town and Durban

marking the 20th znniversary of the South African
Republic. This further confimms the fact that the

pogsitility of 'SATO' is uander consideration.(ﬁo)

T T T Both the U8 Tand South Africa are very much o
' ' interested in the seccuritly of the South
Atlantic region. The U.S8. is particwlerly
~concerned about an increase in Soviet '
~inflvence in Southern Africa end naval ~ 7T
.presence 1n the Indian Ocean. It is R '
therefore possible that in order to check
this growing influence and presence, the
U.S. would like to strengthen the
countries of the South Atlantic region
through the creation of 'SATO" for the _
defense of the Soutlh Atlantic sealane. IR
South Africg on itg part is interested in - )
the defense of its apartheid system and is
increasingly afraid of Soviet support of
Southern African Liveration lovements.
Defense cooperation with NATO and with
SATO would increase its defencive position
against such forces that (hreaten her. (51)

The Brazilign concern with communism has
inevitably steered the couniry into g pro—western.
policy path and a preoccupation with security.

Even though the allegation of secking hegemony in
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Latin fmerica is also denied, Brazil nonethcless
stresses her concera about communism which she
perceives as a Clear and ever-present danger in the
Brazilisn society. She therefore identifies the
real danger in South Africa to be communism and not
apartheid. DBrazil alao assumes that S. Africa may
run into the communist orbit and the Soviet Union may
pose a threat to African States subsequently. The
Braﬁilian strategy therefore is to combat communism-.
in Latin America and in the South Atlantic. Hence
the strong strategic relptions *hat Brazil acpears to
be cultivating with S. Africa in recent time is

aimed at establiching a South Atlantic Treaty

and
Organisation (SATC) / besically designed to police

the South Atlantic from Soviet Communist influcnca.(52)
This relationship vith South Africa points to the
fact thaot Brazil has not accepted the view of
African States that the only remzining instrument
that can be used to bring about the desirable
political solution to the S. African problen is

military force.

To Nigeria, the Soviet Union <oes not constitute
a threat to African States. In fact, the Soviet
Union among other powers has been relatively more
consistent in her support of Afric.:n countries and

has also demonstrated the willingness to support
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African cause: why then ghould HNiperia decline to
accept her hané cof fellouchip? Since Nigeria has
identificd the Soviets us supporiive of African
problenc, cgpecinlly the Souvihern /frican ¢roblems,
it is only logical that thzy should be encourzged.
pecording to a Wigerian poartieip-al at the "ligeria-
Brazil Dialogue cn Foreipn Policy:

there is no ltgzsls fer a Soucth: Atlazntic

(52)

Treaty Orgeanisation,! I1s arpuwient i~ that the”
cuestion of sirotegic cocperation between iligsria

A
anéd Brazil irrelcevant becrsuse Brazil ideniiiies
communicn as the real threat to be deglt wi'ir in
South Africa and the Souvth Atlantic, while Nigeria
identifiecs apartheid and the gsscciated cvils as the

major threat."(Sh)

Neverthelecs, there is the nucd for toth
Brazil znd Nigeria to rezlise the pcetentially
strategic importznce of Lhe South Atlantic Ccean in
hoth countries' guecst for indusiri:!isation; moreso
that the Northern countries have converted the
ocean into duwmping ground fer nuclear waste. This
poses a potentizl threai Lo acquatic and even human
lives. There is therefore nced thai efforts be
geared towards initiating a process of dislogue for
some form of mutually beneficial a1 rangements, to

free the common threat by banding together te exert

that this would be a question of collective security
in all its aspeclts = economic, political and

military. "What we want is a nuclear free,
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aggression free South Atlantic whare cooporation
rather than confrontation will be the gwiding

princlvle®, he soid.

He, howevér, made it cleuf that the three
countries would seek tu turn the region into a
havenlof'peace, to createi; . .new world order

.L;  -  7:!_ based on justlce, frecdom and
ecﬁnoﬁic cooperation, The thr:e countrics would -
.. alpo commit themselves to the onacouragenent and

respect for rights and fgndamenﬁal freedom for all .

without distinction as to race, sex, language or reiigi

in the region. He drew the attentioﬁ of the: r~r S

seminar to ofganisafions like the NATO, SEATdm;ﬂai}i;}m
the ANZUS. He said "these bodies which are first

and foreémost military blocs" were formed according

to the member states, by and large for the colliective

security of states in the area. He alsv said that

it was obvious that the strategic importance of

the both Atlantic would engage the minds of
" wmitlitary and dipiomatic planncrs more seriously
then ever before., According to him: "It is
theretore, essential and indeed imperative that
by taking the initiative we ensure that others
with better technical equipment and miiitary

might, do not take action that will be inimical to

e
our interests".(jﬁ

-
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The question now remains how the quest for
safeguarding Nigeria's sovereingnty and the fight for
human rights regardléss of race, orreligion will
be reconcillied with Brazil's pragmatic, but purely

political and economic calculations as regards

the 'SATO'.

LR .
P "%"Ib

This strategic development is of great
signiticance in Nigeria-Brazil relations because = o

- a defense cooperation with South Africa would only

e e [ — —_—— e,

?Mserve to incense Nigerié, aﬁd in fact African -
States that Brazil is only concerned with her.

" economié intérests in Atrica and not with the e
°"5611fiba1 interests of African "States in Southern T
' Africa. Brazilien participation in SATO willk”}fwu”m"'“
greatly affect her cconomic interest and image in
Nigeria and black Africa as a whole. Her desire

~ to penetrate African markets particularly those of
" Nigeria and Angola are bound to suffer a set back,
African States are not so much dependent on _ 
Brazil as much as Brazil depend on their market,
80 they can easily break economic ties in favour -
of other more traditional countries or make new
‘ones. Brazil seems to have realised the delicate.
position it will find igself if shelengages in
defense cooperation with South Africa, ﬁﬁis

reportedly participating In the discussion ot SATO
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the political sphere, the fact that in practice
the two couniries pursue conflicting political
policies is a manifestation of the unequal nature

of the ensemble of their relations.

B
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OHAPTER SCX
CONCIUSION

In this stuvly we have analysed_é_éase of South~
South relation between Nigeris and Brazil with a view .
to finding out whether in our particulaxr case there is
a replication of the dependency structure as obmerved
in North-South relations or whether there are fundamental

differences in thisg nature of relations. - .. . e
Ay '
Our study shows that although Nigerie and Brazil

_are both dependent ecoromies there exisis an assyuctrical
level of developmant between them., This, we found-iend to
replicate the North/Jouth unequal relations in favour of - -
Brazil, We established in the study that Brazil had
attained & muach higher level of indvatrisligzation than
Nigeria, It has estsblished well orgznised and export-:
orlented industries. Btazilian manufectured goods_find'.ﬂ;
their way into Nigerian marketn, the same way the goods
from the Forth do. These range from raw materisls to
finished goods. On the other hand, in relations with
Brazil, NMigeria remains a primory Produvcer of such “'.~;l;m
products (with lov added value) as cocoa, groundnuts palm- |

kernel, cotton, rubber and crude petroleum oll.

- Trade between the two countries is heavily biased

towverds Braziliasn imports of petroleum end exports of

e



-\-207--.

manufactured industrial products. Ahs & regult of this
structural imbhalance in trade, Nigerie hag since 1973
had a deficit in its balance of trade with Brazil. 4n
increase in exports has not been possible., Nigeria's

capaaity.to impert consequently declined considerably.

It is elear that Brazilien relations with Higefi&a
follow the classical pattern éf North-South economic
relationps. Brazil, like the developed countries secks B
to penetrate the economies of other less developed
countriss throuvgh its IWCs (what has been referred to
as subimperialism). This is the case for example of

‘_nggtngggagtgtgla like Petrobras which play a djnemic

‘role in penetrating new markets including Nigeria. The

Brazilian companies ave infact mostily intermediste P

companies of the THC of the capitalist world. This is

also the dase of the Avtomobile companies. Moat of the
rarty uéed in the Volkswagen Assembly Flants in Higeris
are supplied by Brazil. |

. In 1984 Nigeria and Brazil entered into & counter-
trade agreement in which Nigerias was to £all to Brazll
100,000 barrels of oil a day in exchange for various .. “
imports frdm Brazil including completely knocked down.
parts (CKD) of Volkswagen cars. Oppo:.ition to aspects
of this counter-trads agreement was ciigd by the new

rulers in Nigeria ags one of the factoru responsible for



the coup of August 26/27, 1955, presumably becauvsge its
iﬁtentions were distorted by certain inferests to ;;% 
favour importsy which would not havwe promoted Nigeria'a
long term zconomic development. Thim is a further
testimony Lo the inlensive pensi{ration into Nigerian
parkaet. Higaria'sells guality cru&e 0il very cheaply

- %o Brazil in ezchange for manufactured goods. * |
Our study also showed that Brazil's relations with
Nigeria e privarily governed by the economic motive,’

" PBrazil's emphasgia on nistorical eultural sna colunial == &

links g latended 4o create o stable hase for the

- economsc relrtions. As e result of a systematic exploi-

.. tation of these links, Brazil's exports to Nigeria today

.ere the most diversified of pll African countries., =

The differences in the political gtance between
the two covntries 'ia best demonsirated in the respective
. attitudes of both countries to apartheid South Africa.
-~Again, the internal economié iﬁférésfa.dictate fﬁe.térﬁs-”m
.rather than the political solidarity {that one could |
expect between two countries in the South. Brazil has
not been ss forceful as Nigeria in it fight against
racism. To the contrary her pogitior : have often _
condoned it. It has been allaged(1) that Nigerian oil
~80ld to Brazil 1s subgequently re-e: ‘~led to Scuth
Africa in exchange for hard currendy U8 dollars. |
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Moreso that South Africe has alwayws been prepared to pay
as much as 304 higher than world prices for petroleum
products supplied to it, because its continued

existence in the face of limited wvpluntary sanctions
imposed egeinet it by few countries, depends on it.

This means that Brazil ie making a Tfertune at Nigerie's
expense. What is more worrying still), is that ligeria
would unconsciously or inadvertently be propri: ; up the
apartheid edifice. Apart from Brazil's flirtction with
apartheid Houth-Africa, she alsc has a poor record on
racial issucs affecting black people in Brazil itself.
This, from political view point is very disturbing, and
if these are what is meant by horizontal cooperation
between two South countries, one must hasten to say that
no discernible difference is seen between this kind of
relationship and that between Nigeria, for example, and
imperialist nations.

Borizontal cocperation between two South countrics
is not fundamentally different from the vertical Nortil/
Jouth cooperations. Folitical positions are dictated by
the economic interests of any one cowntry and their
capacity to push positions is & reflection of the economic
povwer such countries wield. Just as the MICs have served
as agente of neo-colonialism, trade bvetween Nigeria and

Brazil could also become anothexr form of neo-colonialism
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o e
by proxy. T R
| Further research should be carried out on ways in
which other 4erma of cooﬁeration, not werely based on |
trade could be carried ouwk. & more global attitude .
towards devélopment'issves should be cultivated. Thia:t"
would show that the pursult of individual interests by
South countrics could be detrimeantal rather than helpful :

in the advancemesnt and grovih of the gpecific economics.

O

| N Despite the aﬁpﬁfehtMQSSymeﬁriés £ 6Conomic ties,
Rigeriz and Brazil poséessﬂample reascng for the continusd
cultivation of friendship. & mubual desire for economic.
growth is the most basic ingredient in this regard, but

in sddition, each country showll have & direct practical

intercst in tile advancement-of the other,

Trade alcne cannot be exzclusive basis for reletions
betveen the two cowntries. The inspired men who wrote
the Bible some thousands of years ago asserted that "man
cannot live by bread alone®". No where is this statement
more ayplicable than in intersctions between Nigeria and
Brazil. They share & lot morc than in commerce., As
already indicated, history has made the two countries
children of the same famlly, economics can only make
them partners. But the two combined would make them |
formidsble alliss.(?)
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The factor of etlmic ties betweon the two cu: (eries
flace o additional element that is wnigue anong pairs
in the South. Brazil is the home of over 40 million
blacks of African descent. As a Brazilian Ambagsador
declercd in New York in 1977 'Brazil is the second
largest Afriéan country affer Nigeria in terms of |

4T}
populetion.’ ,f;}

Sovereign states in internatioral politics have .
interests that cut- across territorial boundaries, Niéeria
as the largest and most endowed African country demonstra-
.tes, in ite foreign policy, interest in the black diaspora
wharever they may be. The lack of black Brazilians in ... .
influential positions, and their scarcity in the relation-
_ehip vith Africa iz a great cavse for concern. In a “
random gearch through Nigerian press reports between the
year 1968 and 1935, it 1s obgerved that even the publierv-i
and presg opinion gympathetic to the economic advantages

of Brazil in ite relations with Nigeria, find it difficﬁlt
to justify morally the de~facto emclusicna of blacks from
Brazil - Africa relstions when Brazil claims to be second

only to Nigeria in size of black popuJation.(z)

N The economic and folitical powerlessneas of black
Bragilians appears to be a refléction of the incoansequen~
tial role (or lack of role) that they play in the making of
Braziliasn foreign policy. This defficiency may not be in



o
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harmony with Brazil's official doctrine of *racial
democracy®. Given Nigerila's orficial expression of
concarn for the black dicspora ere o principle, thie '
contragdiction in Bragzil'am approach to Africa would give.f
& litmus test to the durability of relationship between
the two countries. As Brazil begins a new ers . of
participatory demecracy in a plural society, the Nigerian
People wowld like to see black Brazilizsns not only as
potential power broksrg for Africawn interestis in Brazil,

but also for Brazilian interest in &frdca. . =

Also, the racial question within Brazil and the }ifﬁ§
- gr=gallod. pragmatist flirtation with apartheid bouth ;HQI“'"
.Africa could well affect, negatively, Brazil's design
in Africa. The extent to which Brazil is able £0 - e
‘atraigbten' out itself in terms of {this contradiction |
would go a long way to inform on the kind of political
relationship she is going to have with Kigeria in the

futvre.

"_Finally, Nigeria showld resist attenpts to sustain
Brazll's economic interests by making Nigeria a dumping
. ground for some Brazillan manufacturers. A well coordina-
ted economic relations has got to be doviced. This
economic programme should be more pragm tic than the

present "standard" economic sgreement i: operation between
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-, the two countries, if rclations TLetween them are to be
. mutvally beneficial in the spiriv of cooperation between

countries of +the South.

Nyerere huas very succintly sisted the pitfalls in
the Brazil-Higéria'type of cooperations o

eseSouth-South cooperation connot be developed \
slong the pattern of past North-South inber- |
actions. Within the Third Vorld there are the -
poor and the less poor, there are the large and

the small; the land-locked and the littoral
Atates. If within the Third Vorld, those with '
advantages seek to exploit the weaker ones, then’
ve shall sinply repeat, among oursslves, and at

a lowor level, the kind of devendence which now
exiats between the South and the North. And if

we try to establish syvptems ¢ Third Vorld
gooparativn which would proluce reasonuably
balanced re=sults only on condition that all
started equal, then we shall intensify the
inequalities which now exist between us (4)

"“MThe sigﬁificance of Nyerere's views raise a very
fundamental point in the whole South-South problematique
i.2. the exploitative relationships in Houbth-South
exchange. These views, no doubt, are proving prophetic
in terms of the present state of relations between Nigeria

anﬁ Brazil.

e
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Foot Notes

1. Oloov, J. Avartheid arnd the Brazil-Nigeria cbunter-
trals' Uations) Concord, 20/9/85 p. 3.

2. Ogum, U.J. "Dincnsions of Nigeria-Brazil Relations”.
Netion:l Concori, 4/4/85. pe3e

3. Ibid.,

—

"
x#. Nyercrz, Jo "douth-Souther option" in Gauher A.,
; "goulh-Southt Strategy: Third World Foundation,
Lorndoa, 1983, p. 916, _ o
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