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ABSTRACT 

T h i s s tudy i s an at tempt t o c e r t i f y t h e language needs o f 

a g r i c u l t u r e s t u d e n t s o f f e r i n g courses in A g r i c u l t u r a l Technology, 

A g r i c u l t u r a l Engineering Technology, Home Economics, Animal Heal th 

and Product ion, and H o r t i c u l t u r e and Landscape Technology in 

Ahmadu Bel lo U n i v e r s i t y c o n s t i t u e n t and a f f i l i a t e d Col leges of 

A g r i c u l t u r e . The s tudy was concerned wi th the gene ra l and 

the s p e c i a l i s e d use to which t h e s t u d e n t s a r e to put Eng l i sh , 

The s tudy i s cons idered s i g n i f i c a n t because i t i s t h e f i r s t o f 

i t s kind i n t h e c o l l e g e s concerned. 

The da ta for the s tudy were c o l l e c t e d through the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

of two s e t s of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s - t h e s t u d e n t s ' and academic s t a f f . 

The s t u d e n t s ' q u e s t i o n n a i r e conta ined 37 i tems and was adminis te red 

to 268 s t u d e n t s . The s t a f f q u e s t i o n n a i r e con ta ined 32 i tems and 

was adminis te red to 29 l e c t u r e r s and Heads of Sec t i on . 

In t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e s , t h e r e s e a r c h e r sought t o f ind out t h e 

importance a t t a c h e d to the four language s k i l l s in performing 

g e n e r a l , a g r i c u l t u r a l and l a b o r a t o r y t a s k s . Also sought i s t o 

f ind t h e r e l evance of essay t o p i c s , comprehension pas sages and 

vocabulary taught i n E n g l i s h Language to t h e i r a g r i c u l t u r a l 

c o u r s e s . 

• . 

The findings revealed tha t the four language s k i l l s 

( l i s t e n i n g , speaking, reading and writ ing) were considered 

important in performing general and agr icu t lura l t a sks . From 
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the ranking of the s k i l l s , it was revealed that each of the 

s k i l l s was more important for specific agr icul tura l t asks 

than others . 

The r e su l t of the analysis of both se t s of responses 

showed that the Eng l i sh Language course need to include 

l i s t en ing speaking, reading and writing exercises and learning 

of vocabulary relevant to the students1 spec ia l iza t ions . 

To improve the s tudents ' language performance, it was 

recommended that language syllabus should include what students 

need to help them perform the i r agr icu l tu ra l tasks eas i ly and such 

that are relevant to t h e i r courses. Also, relevant text books 

of English language for agr icul ture students are urgently needed. 


































































































































































































































