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ABSTRACT 

Fertilizers are very important farm inputs. They are absolutely 

necessary for bringing about the expected change and transformation that 

is required for Nigeria's Agricultural Growth and Development. 

Despite the growing domestic demand for Fertilizers, the supply has 

continued to decline over the years coupled with a corresponding increase 

in the price of the commodity. The increase in the price of the commodity 

in recent times have exceeded 8000%. Fertilizers are the life wire of almost 

every kind of crop production activity, especially in the; Sahel, Sudan and 

Guinea Savannah of Nigeria. 

According to A.T. Mosher, It is one of the vital ammenities that are 

required to transform the Agrarian sector of any economy. It is imminent 

that a peasant Nigerian farmer who is the major producer of the bulk of the 

food that is consumed by the entire Nigerian populace can not afford to 

purchase fertilizers because of the sky rocketting annual increase in the 

price of the commodity. 

The main focus of this study was on the marketing and distribution 

problems at a micro level. To be more specific, at the Kaduna North local 

Government Area, with a special emphasis on the role of the farmers' 

cooperative society. 

A total of (50) farmers' co-operative societies were randomly selected 

from the (89) farmers' co-operative societies within the local government 

Area. Detailed structured questionnaires with open and closed ended 

questions were administered to the individual farmers and some selected 

members of staff of the Local Government department. The Central 

measure of Location tendency and percentages were used to analyse all the 

information gathered and the collated data. 

Mean, Median, Mode, Percentages and time series analysis were 

utilized in the collation and interpretation of the data collected. 
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supply and better farming methods. 

In the economic theory, marketing is defined as that part of 

economics which is involved in the creation of time, place, form and 

possession utilities. The agencies involved in the marketing and distribution 

of fertilizers in Kaduna State includes processors and manufacturers like the 

Federal Superphosphate Fertilizer Company (FSFC) Kaduna, Agric. 

business firms like the Farmers Supply Company (FASCOM), Agric 

departments/Ministries and also the Agricultural Development Projects 

(ADPS). These agencies are experts in the field of fertilizer production, 

fertilizer marketing and fertilizer distribution. The (FSFC) at Kaduna had 

a capacity of producing 100,000 metric tones of single superphosphate 

(SSP) where phosphate rock will originally come from Togo. The National 

Fertilizer Company of Nigeria (NAFCON) at Onne can produce urea, 

compound fertilizer (NPK) or diammonium phosphate (DAP). 

The minimum capacity recommended for this plant is 450,000 metric 

tones of urea annually. A total fertilizer storage capacity of 1.3 million 

tonnes was identified in the country, half in the secondary and other 

associated stores. 

The supply and distribution functions are vertically integrated and 

three vertical structures/segments are involved, they are the Government, 

the private entt prise and the cooperatives. It was the responsibility of each 
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Some of the farmer use mostly motor vehicles in transporting their 

fertilizers to their homes. For the areas that are not accessible to motor 

vehicles, motorcycles are employed to transport these fertilizers. About one 

quarter (27%) of the respondents use this means of transportation. It has 

been observed that motorcyclist charge more than the buses or taxi drivers, 

despite the fact that their motorcycles can only carry few bags of fertilizers 

at any given time. Both motor vehicles and motorcycles are used for 

transporting fertilizers for long distances. Wheel borrows are used by one-

fifth (18%) of the farmers in shifting fertilizers from either the motor 

vehicles or from the motorcycles, especially from the bus stop to the 

destination of the farmers (short distances). 

A little above one- tenth (16%) of the respondents transport their 

fertilizer(s) by carrying it on their heads while a negligible portion of the 

farmers (4%) use animals like donkeys to transport their fertilizers to their 

homes. 

TABLE 4.9 TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS 474760 
S/NO. 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

v 

PROBLEMS 

High Cost of Transportation 

Bulkiness of Fertilizers 

Maintenance 

Infrastructures 

Lack of Drivers 

TOTALS 

NO. 

432 

108 

540 

202 

68 

1350 

% 

32 

08 

40 

15 

05 

100 

Source: Field Survey 
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