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1 1 . 

1.60 SCOPES AMD LI I A.TIQNS 

The existing village - old Abajl - as an 

organic small settlement has no defined central 

area. The need to integrate the new town centre 

with the existing town centre does not arise. 

As at the time the project was being carried 

out, there was no planning and design briefs for 

Abaji town centre. hence there is no quantified 

analysis froi:) PCDA on which the design should be 

based. 

Another limitation is the site selection and 

planning of the proposed town centre which should 

be within the conceptual planning framework of Abaji 

draft masterplan as proposed by Inter Designs 

Partnership Consultants. Since the town centre 

is not an exclusive entity on its own but functions 

within the structure of the town whose proposed 

master plan will be approved. 

The appraisal of the draft master plan dcx 

not !_;c into the detailed site plan aid. design of 

the area. Rather a general appraisal is made of 

the landuse proposals for the town and a little 

detailed appraisal of its central area. 











13. 

Except for the r i v e r v a l l e y which i s densely 

vegotacbed the area is a mixture of park savannah 

landscape and a g r i c u l t u r e . The dense v e g e t a t i o n 

on the r i v e r banks is an evidence t h a t the r i v e r 

has a s teady flow. 

2.11 I IONS 

TEMPERATURE 

Like elsewhere in the country, the entire Federal 

Capita 1 Terribory rec ords its highest temperature 

during the dry season months which are generally 

cloudless. Extreme maximum temperatures occur every­

where in the vicinity of the territory in the month 

of March which records about 37 C. The diurnal 

ranges of temperature drops as much as 17 C in a day. 

As shown in table 2.01 below this is hardly reduced 

and increased more than 7 C in July and August. 

Dry season lasts from Novembsr to April, but between 

December and April the area comes under the dominant 

influence of dry and heavily dust Ianden condition. 

This temperature is greatly, affected by the relative 

humidity. Table 2.02 below snows the monthly 

variation in relative humidity. During the dry 

season, relative humidity falls in the afternoon 

jso about 30 percent in the area. 
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1 3 . 

WIND 

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ox1 t he p r e v a i l i n g winds t h a t 

b low over t h i s a r e a a r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e c o n t i n e n t a l 

(CT) a i r mass and t a r i t i m e (MT) a i r m a s s . A s s o c i a t e d 
trade 

w i t h t h e CT a i r mass a r e t h e N o r t h - e a s t ^ w i n a s (NET) and 

w i t h t h e IviT a i r mass the Sou th -Wes t monsoon winds (SWM). 

I n March, t h e p r e v a i l i n g winds a r e m a i n l y s o u t h e r l y 

S o u t h - W e s t ( F i g . 203*) which domina te t i l l Sep t embe r , 

w h i l e t he N o r t h - e a s t become dominan t wind from O c t o b e r 

t o March b r i n g j i t h i t d r y , c l o u d l e s s b u t d u s t - l a d e n 

c o n d i t i o n s a s s o c J : w i t h t h e h a r m a t t a n . 

RfclNgAJ 

I n t e r m s o f r a i n f a l l , t h e r a i n s s t a r t a b o u t t h e 

m i d d l e oJ -oh or A p r i l e v e r y y e a r and end be tween 

O c t o b e r and November, The d u r a t i o n o f t h e r a i n y s e a s o n 

r e f o r e v a r i e s from 2l\.0 - 230 d a y s . The t o t a l a n n u a l 

r a i n f a l l however v a r i e s from A b a j i t o A b u j a , f o r i n s t a n c e , 

A b a j i h a s 3 2 . 4 " (1132 mm) w h i l e Abuja h a s 61+.211 (1632mm) 

Though th^.ve i s enn^ j d e r a b l e v a r i a b i l i t y i n t h e s e 

t o t a l s from y e a r t o y e a r . The mean month ly d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of r a J 1 ( s ee t a b l e 2 . 0 3 ) shows a t e n d e n c y to 

ex t r eme c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n two o r t h r e e m o n t h s , f o r 

, . o f t h e a n n u a l r a i n s f a l l d u r i n g t h e months 

of J u l y , , August^ and S e p t e m b e r . 



































19 . 

The c o n s u l t a n t s s u b m i t t e d on ly two r e p o r t s 

by the t ime t h i s p r o j e c t was been u n d e r t a k i n g by 

me. These a r e P r e l i m i n a r y and D r a f t M a s t e r P l a n 

r e p o r t s . My r e v i e w and a n a l y s i s i s b a s e d on t h e 

p r o p o s e d d r a f t m a s t e r p l a n o f A b a j i . 

2 o 31 GENERAL LU []) \\ \]! ] j _ . OF THE DRAFT MASTERPLAN 

The p h y s i c a l p l a n n i n g c o n c e p t a d o p t e d f o r t he 

p l a n n i n g o f New A b a j i i s t h a t o f g r i d p a t t e r n 

S t r e e t p l a n n i n g . As shown in P i g . 2.0!$ t h e 

p r o p o s e d new p l a n n e d town of A b a j i i s a g r i d town 

d i v i d e d i n t o s e c t i o n s b y A 2 h ighway , r u n n i n g n o r t h -

s o u t h a t t h i s p o i n t . The w e s t e r n h a l f o f the town 

Las t i ie main i n d u s t r i a l a r e a s w h i l e t h e e a s t e r n 

h a l f c o n t a i n s t he c e n t r a l a r e a , t h e r e s i d e n t i a l 

and t h e main r e c r e a t i o n a l area; ' , . 

The main r o a d s r u n n i n g t h r o u g h the town form 

t h e d i s t r i c t s t r e e t s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r e p o r t . 

These d i s t r i c t s t r e e t s l i n k u p t o form a r i b b o n 

o f c o m m e r c i a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a c t i v i t y a r e a s 

r u n n i n g t h r o u g h o u t the town. 

There i s a g e n e r o u s p r o v i s i o n o f open s p a c e s 

w i t h i n t he g r i d s y s t e m owing t o t h e t o p o g r a p h i c a l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e s i t e . 



TOWN LANDUSE 
Proposed by Inter Designs 
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20. 

The basic conce] t adopted by the consultants 

has attracted some comments and suggestions. 

Street .Pattern 

Though the grid pattern system of town has 

some advantages like its regular ixittern of 

streets and blocks aiding easy street address 

system, enabling implementation works to be set 

out, constructed and extended easily; It is 

highly undesirable for residential areas. It 

allows traffic to travel at speed. The numerous 

cross junctions arising from this pattern are net 

encouraged in any residential area. Also there 

is a problem of uncontrolled infilling of the 

green belts as population increases unless there 

is effective development control. Experience has 

shown that infilling proved often to be out of 

k< aping with the original grid pattern plan. 

Furthermore, a grid of any kind appears to be 

rigid imposition on the natural landscape which 

encourages grading and filling giving rise to 

formations for rows of monotonous streight streets 

and pits of e PEO t bu iId in- . 

Considering the site conditions of Abaji a 

land mainly H-illy f dissected terrain, cellu­

lar (Pig. 2.0:6 ) Planning Pattern should have been 

adop tc d he re. This cellular pa t te rn give s a 
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traditional pattern of roadnetwork defii 

clearly the planning units (neighbourhood, 

community units). It will make the Plan form 

to be compact. 

Industrial area 

The idea of dividing the town into two distinct 

categories of nesidontial and industrial with a major 

highway is not all that desirable. The industrial 

a is the major source of primary employment 

which -venerates alot of both vehicular and pedestrian 

traffic crossing from one part of the town to the 

ether. Though there is a provision for two under­

passes often people tend to neglect them and cross 

the highway indiscriminately at other points. 

To arrest this situation an alternative site could 

be sought for the industrial area which should be 

on the same side of the highway with the residential 

section of the town. 

The proposed location of the Industrial area 

by the consultant is an oversight without considering 

the direction of the prevailing wind over the area. 

The location of the industrial ai 8 in relation to 

the residential areas of the town is not conducive 

but injurious to human health. Hence ny proposal 

for new industrial location as shown in Fig, 2.C?'. 
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