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A B S T R A C T . 

This study was carr ied out to examine the process of land 

use conversion taking place at the rural-urban fringe of Offa 

from 1966 to 1986. It a l so examines the resu l t an t effecs 

of land use changes and the extent to which the proportion 

of public utilities located in the urban centre and the 

fringe area respectively have changed over time. 

Data obtained from samples of farming households, non-

farming households, ground survey and i n d u s t r i a l i s t s were 

analysed in order to determine the problems of farming in 

fr inge a r eas , r e s i d e n t i a l development, i n d u s t r i a l character-

i s t i c s and the s p a t i a l d i s t r i bu t i on of public u t i l i t i e s . 

Prom the data ana lys i s , the following character is t ics 

show s t a t i s t i c a l l y s igni f icant differences between urban 

centre and the r u r a l urban f r inge , and a l so between the uses 

of p lo t s of land converted in the fringe a r ea s . 

(a) Resident ial land iuse as compared to other land use types 

in the process of peri-urban landuse conversion. 

Residential use is the g rea te s t use to which land in the 

fringe area of Offa is converted. 

(b) The volume of open space, i n t e rna l reconstruct ion and 

i n f i l l i n g construction a c t i v i t i e s vary with dis tance 

from the urban cen t re , in terms of number of types of 

construction a c t i v i t i e s recorded in the urban centre and 

the rural-urban f r inge . In te rna l reconstruct ion var ies 

inversely with d is tance , while open space and infilling 

construction a c t i v i t i e s vary di rec t ly wi thin the l imi t 

of cer ta in dis tances from the urban centre. 
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(c) The volume of construction a c t i v i t i e a var ies with distance 

and d i rec t ion from the urban cent re , with regards to 

the number of construction activities recorded along the 

different directions with distance from the urban centre 

(d) The s p a t i a l d i s t r i bu t ion of public u t i l i t i e s and services 

recorded in the urban centre and the fringe a r e a s . 

Most public u t i l i t i e s and services are located in the 

fringe a reas . 

Prom the above findings, it can be concluded that 

r e s i d e n t i a l expansion is rapid in the process of landuse 

conversion in the fringe areas of Offa- The volume of const-

ruct ion a c t i v i t i e s vary with dis tance from the urban c e n t r e . 

While the lack of a de f in i t e trend in. the re la t ionsh ip between 

volume of construction a c t i v i t i e s and distance from the urban 

centre along Eriale-Offa-Ajasse route could be a t t r i bu t ed to 

the problem of land ownership and boundary conf l i c t s 

experienced between Offa - Ijagbo and Er in le , public u t i l i t i e s 

and educational i n s t i t u t i o n s are mostly located in the r u r a l -

urban fringe of the town. Transportation routes have domonant 

influence on the direction of sprawl. 

In view of the above f indings , there is the need for the 

govememeat to reserve a 'green b e l t ' around the urban centre 

for farming and recrea t iona l a c t i v i t i e s . Well improved 

intra-urban and suburban roads along d i f ferent d i rec t ions 

from the urban centre is necessary for the fr inge to be easily 

access ib le to the people and avoid over concentration in a few 

par t s while land is under used in other pa r t s of urban a r ea . 

http://landj.se































































































































