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ABSTRACT 

All over the world in general, people ascribe to dress; certain functions apart from 

protection of the body from the elements and beautification of the person. People are 

easily identified by their dress, which confer on them a regional identity. African fabrics 

are of many types each with its own intrinsic value varying according to locality. 

Various regions all over the world have distinguishing characteristics. Apart from their 

cultural identity, another feature is their buildings. The wave of independence in Africa 

led to the wholesome adoption of western ideas, values and architecture. The modern 

architecture of Africa today tends to reflect the international style rather than responding 

to the various cultural patterns and lifestyles. 

This thesis posits that, in as much as there is no harm in adopting some aspect of modern 

architecture it must also identify with the authentic African buildings and strive to, 

maintain its originality in design. The form, function and design of the building have a 

history deeply rooted in the culture of the people. 

The major question of this thesis is to determine whether a relationship between African 

fabric and cultural identity exists. This thesis will attempt to show that a link thus exists 

and that this relationship is evident also in their architectural identity. The regional 

tendencies of the African fabric and fashion suggest a unifying link all over Africa, 

which can serve as inspiration for a modern African architect. 
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The study encapsulates in the following chapters the various types of textile arts in the 

African region with the ultimate view of familiarizing the reader on the general subject 

area of textile arts, culture and identity. Some major peoples and locations in Africa have 

been discussed to give a view of the research. A case study of some existing structures 

built for similar if not the exact purpose to give an insight into the design aspect of this 

thesis has been undertaking. It is the desire of this study to impress upon the reader that 

the unification of cultures, history, traditions and arts through fabric has been a major 

motivation in a bid to preserve the authentic African fabric and regional architecture. The 

choice of Lagos, as the location of an architectural edifice such as the African textile and 

fashion centre is only natural because of its strategic location in the region. A design 

solution is being articulated from the total analysis of the study. 
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the centre, the workshop and accommodation units. Landscape patterns have also been 

evolved using soft and hard landscaping elements suitable for the climate of Lagos. 

Fabric is a two-dimensional element while architecture is three-dimensional The initial 

problem of the researcher was in translation of a two dimensional element to three-

dimensional The design has focused mainly on the surface embellishment of the structures 

to give them the African look. The surface embellishments have been achieved with a 

variation of traditional and modern materials used in the region Various murals and 

patterns on the wall surface have been used to reflect the African culture The overall 

objective has been achieved by the use of sound planning with traditional overtones in a 

manner that would make architectural statement sympathetic to the cultures and traditions 

of the peoples of Africa 

The design proposal also provided a common ground for the whole process of garment 

making from the design of the fabric itself to the finished outfit in one centre. The centre 

will serve as a focal point for the African fashion and cultural scene nationally and 

internationally 
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