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ABSTRACT

This scheme on"Central Library Services" is ainmed at satisfying
the thirsty souls of mllions of N gerians yearning and aspiring to
gain one type of know edge or the other. For it is ny believe that
"a man without know edge may wel | be conpared to one that is dead"

The role the library services can play in the overall devel opnent
of soci o-econom ¢ emanci pation of a society cannot be over-enphasi sed.
In fact, if properly utilized, library services are fundamental
forces in devel oping and naintai ning a vital and prosperous society.
Sinply put, they can be a source of know edge which is the only
fountain both of the Iove and the principles of human |iberty.

Consequently there are three principal ains of this scheme on
Central Library.

- ne is to provide needed information, reference and research
services to community, various professional organisations and the
| egi sl ative body of the state.

- It is also to support and rei nforce programres of adult and
fundarment al education and stinulate reading for relaxation in both
children, and adult ali ke.

The last but not the least is the provision of a standard

befitting and identifiable building for the general upgrading of
Akur e.



For the schene to be conpiled and the ai ns achieved, a detailed
study of existing library services especially in Chdo State was
carried out and a thorough anal ysis of the physical devel opnent was
made with a view to evolving suitabl e | ocati on and design of the
library conplex and the related projects which are of equal inportance
to the peopl e and the governnent.

Promthe studies and proposals, it became apparent that there
is an urgent need for the library services to be overhaul ed and given
its proper place in the social and educational devel opment of the state.

Enphasis is laid on the central library conplex in the studies,
anal ysis and proposals, but all functionally and interrelated facilities
| i ke bookshop, 3nack bar and the National Library are taken care of

in the general planning of the scherne.

1. The disobedient child by Thonas I ngel end.
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INTRODUCTION

The word "library" is derived from the Latin word "liber" -nd
any collection of books and some other materials contained in 2 roor
or building is often referred to as the library, Libraries have
been described aa "The shrines where the relics of the ancient snints.
full of true virtue, and that without delusion or imposition are
preserved and reposed"., The library is the chief repository of —an's
cultural heritage, and various forms of inventions. It is a place
vhere the evidence of man's progress abounds. By its services, the
library can contribute immensely to the growth of ideas, disseminatior
of information and play an important role in the socio=economie
development of a community,

As far back as the mid-eighteenth century, the use of the libxrzy
has been brought into focus, In America, Benjamin Franklin organiscd
the library company of Philadelphia, an outgrowth of his discussion
elub called Junto, In Africa, the first library might have been
established in Cairo by the Fatimid Celiph, Al=AZIZ in 988 ..D. .nl
gince this time, what is generally referred to as library has becoun:z
a continuously growing and evolving institution, changing its policien
and services to meet the prevailing demands.

Library services in Nigeria have not being fully explored -rd
consequently developed. lNot much has been done to improve on the
Iittle achievement of the colonial government., This thesis precpozes

some solutions to help in re-organising the whole library services -



up, It aims at reappraisal of the value or priorities on librery
services and change for the better in the interest of socio-economin
development of the country,

I have been motivated to work on Library services because of
ry wish and desire to have a recreational resort centre and an
alternative to classroom for formal and imformal studies for the
generality of the people, I hope a good attempt has been made in

this direction.



CHAPTER ONE: STUDIES -~ PURPOSE, INVESTIGATIONS AND
ANALYSIS
1.1 PURPOSE OF RESEARCH
1.1 METHODOLOGY OF INVESTIGATIONS

t a3 STRATIGY OF ANALYSIS



1 . 1: PURPOSE OF RESEARCH

For the aims of the thesis to be realised and prcoper ~ompilatlicr
of processes that lead to the brief and the consequent design selicrnic,
o detailed research was carried out,

The purpose of the research into the scheme is two=fold. The
first is to analyse the central library as an imformation - providing
institution. For this analysis, it is necessary to describe the
present situation of the library and where it seems to be going.

The second is for one to know the number and types of librorics,
the political and administrative organisation, the financing and
staffing of libraries, the services provided for by the libraries,

use, evaluation and description of the libraries to other institutions,.

1 « 2¢ METHODCIOGY OF INVESTIGATIONS

With the above purpose in mind, the collection of relevant
data to achieve this was embarked upon,

A survey of the nation's number of libraries was canducted together
with their locations and the population of users. Various factors
directly connected with users' use of the libraries were ceritically
studies., These include the age structure, educational level, secx,
occupation, income, marital status and the effect of the geograpi lcal
proximity,

A familiarisation tour of important library locations in Ondo
State was undertaken so as to have a first hand assessment of the

situation, This took me to a2ll the major towns in the state, /11



rodes of collecting data were exploited so as to get some authentie
data, Questions were asked and discussions were freely entered irto.
Where papers, reports and books were available, they were colleeted,
i field survey was also conducted so as to examine critically tho
various activities that take place in the major towns, This waas to
afford me the opportunity of knowing the degree of sophistication of
the people and their needs based on the available materials and
activities.

Special visits were arranged to various institutions in iAkurc,
This was with a view to appraige the level of consciousness of the
people to the use of library services and collection of relcvant datls
for the siting of & library complex, Imformation were also gathercd
on the type of services required and probahle number of users.

The visits took me to the present library facilities, somc of
the ministries and corporation, hospitals, prisons and schools so as
to evaluate the needs and the inter dependent roles of these various
institutions on the library, Pacts were also sought for as regards
the financing and staffing of the various libraries existing in thesc
places, The roles the political and administrative machinery of ithe
various institutions play on the library were clearly assessed., 1
short, the visits enabled me to appreciate the programmes, preseit
proposals and constraints of the government.

It is pertinent to note that special libraries exist in some

parte of the state. Scheduled visits were paid to some of them ond



publie organisations like the churches, leading clubg, private firms
and individuals. Some legal practitioners operate small librariesg vi !
a few collection of books,

Efforts were also made to be present at some of the laurching e
ceremonies for the building of libraries in two communities, Specelc:
were made on these occasions and donations, were thankfully received
for the appeal fund, Interviews were arranged with the protagoni.ic
of these innovative ventures after the end of the ceremonies, Thcse
were few of the occasions when the importance of library services was
highlighted. The message was always the emancipation of the youth
for the development of the socio=economic standard of the community
they belong to trough publiec institutions like the library.

Maps and necegsary plans were collected from the ministry of
works and also reports of the physical and Development Planning
Cuidelines for Ondo state and Akure,

Finally climatic data were collected on the proposed site for
the library complex, The visits to the site afforded me the opportunitr
to have a proper investigation of the existing facilities and conditienc,
Photographs of the proposite site were taken and some sketches made

for various illustrations and explanations about the site.

1 o 3¢ STRATHGY OF ANALYSIS
When the investigations had been concluded, I started working
on the data at my disposal by putting together the pieces of i

information, reports, papers and document, They were later sorted



into the various units of processes needed in evolving a logical and
acceptable scheme,

The sorting out was done on the basis of the profile of the
library users, the typology of the libraries needed, the locations,
the planning, administration and support of the library. The
gsynthesised data were now geared towards the achievement of theo two

principal objectives stated earlier,



CHAPTER TWO:

LIBRARY SERVICES IN NIGERIA - PRESESENT
SITUATION AND DEMAND

EXISTING STATE OF LIBRARY SERVICES IN NIGERIA
PUPULATION STUDIEs AND RESEARCH FINDINGS

THE NEED FOR DEVELOPMENT OF LIBRARY SERVICES



iap of Nigeria marking out Ondo State
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2 . 13 THE EXISTING 3TATE OF LIBRARY SERVICES IN NIGERIA : ".f
Library servicas in Nigeria have up till now been very unimpraio-

give. The reason for this is not far fetched when one considers the

indifference of colonial government towards the development of

politica}l educaticnal and socin—enonomis institutions in Niqeria;
In fact the trend of development of library services has followed noi
the wishes and aspirations of the governed, but the interests and tic
pricrities ¢f the colonial government., Even when there was the nceld
and the intenfion to establigh 1ibraries, the then colonial Hritish
government went out of the way to set up special libraries to guit
their need of producing the treined assistants.

It wag not until late fifties that the British government
decided to assist through the British Council, in the developnen: of
libraries, Prior to that time, an ill=equiped academic library existod
in Joedan University, from which other budding libraries drew sone
inspiration and guidance when they were established, And it wae tho
c0llections from Yaba higher college that were transferred to the | |
Ibadan library during its inception, ? o l

It is however sad to note that even twenty years aftcr indepzndan~:
the gituation has not improved considerably. A few things have beon
~done here and there in provigion of essentisl library services, but
“f vhen gummed up, the situation is 8till below expectation. |
The National library of Nigeria was established In 1964 énéw

. inspite of this there is a stock of less than six million books in ~A77
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the librarice in Nigeria today. This ig highly inadequate for g nation
which has rapid educational policiee and potentials, 4ind this 1=z to
say that libraries have not been accorded their rightful placce ia the
deVeldpment of political; socinl, economic and most importantly in
education spheres of life of the Nigerian populace,

Apart from the Wational Library in Lagos and the proposced | !
National Libraries in all the state capitals, all the capitels have
Public or Central libraries or have plane in the offing for theirs nov
or in the near future. o : = R

The state central libraires have branches in local governmznt
headquaters, towns, schools and service points in various parts of
the state., Academic and Research libraries exist in the higher

ingtitutions and Research insgtitutes. ;

; ; .
In Ondo mtate, there are practically no standard public librarice

in terms of the buildings, materials and services. As at now, the sinte
goﬁérnment iz about to embark on the construction of the state librarvy
huilding which is to be located in Akure. The library as we have it
nowWw is housed on the last floor of & three storey buildiag. Tt oparnier
témporary library services and has a epollection of books for children
and adults, _ _ S _ !
Library zervices are alsc inadequately provided in all tho
sevenieen local government areas of the state. The few that have
library buildings have had them converted into use ag customary courts,

- fire stations, recreational halls and offices,
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Owo is the only place where library services are provided and
even then, it lacks the essential facilities of a good library. It
ig incapacitated by shortage of books, staff and seating facilitice,

There is ~ well equiped law library in the ministry of Justiecc
with about 10.000 volumes of books. It operates circulating and
reference sections and the ministry ie the only one of its type thot
has & library.

Libraries are alsgso set up in the various schools and higher
institutions in the state. Plans are in the pipeline to establish 2cod
library services in the Polytechnics and Advanced Teachers Cocllege in
the state, The conditions obtained in the school libraries are belo~
gtandard, In most cases, books are housed in one of the classrooms or
small rooms beside the academic blocks and these are even got in these
schools where an attempt has been made to establish one., Only onc
grammer school has an auditorium attached to the library for oral
fnglish and french,

Generally the situation of library services in Nigeria as a
vhole and Ondo state in particular leaves much to be desired. Given
the peculiar constraits which always stand in the way of library devi-
lopment, more could still have been done in the provision of standard
library buildings and stocking them with books, materials and qualified
personnel to man them, There is much gap between the desired stat~ ==~
the present situation and if the gap is to be narrowed or even bridged,
the authority concerned will have to quickly do away with their non-

chalant attitude and be alert to their responsibilities.
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2 « 23 POPULATION STUDIES AND RESEARCH FINDINGS

Iibrary services are bound to draw in large patrons or users,
audience and some financial gains and the extent of a2ll these require
a reliable set of data to guide one in arriving at the proposals,

Unfortunately, reliable data are not easy to come by on vital
information concerning the number of users, age and sex, occupation cad
educaticnal satus, the frequency of users, reasons for visits to the
library, distances travelled and by what means of transportation, £11
these and some other information on the use of mébile librarics, clioice
of library used, and other factors affecting use of the library facilit =
in rural and urban areas cannot be easily determined inspiteof the fact
that library services are not virtually non-existent. This does not
mean that there are no pubished standards, but even when they exist,
they are diffuse, inconsistent, irrational and most of the time
inaccurate,

The siting of the libraries more often than not negatecs the
principle of plamming of libraries and even when they are properly sited
or exist at all, they are non functional, congested, poorly equiped,
maintained and short staffed, Some time they look non=inviting, T ooo
do not give room for proper studies and analysis on the inforiation
required and it only shows the extent to which people will patronisc
facilities and pervices that are virtually non-available or non=fuzctioi.

However, inspite of the constraints, studies were carried out .o
gsome of the useful and inevitsble data, The efforts made are g ared
towards obtaining proposals that will be helpful in determining the nioed

and requirements of state library services. The studies are limited Tc
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Ondo state and a mrticular emphasis laid on the existing conditionc
at Akure, A thorough analysis followed the studies.

TABLE 1
PROJECTED PCPULATION OF ONDO STATE

R [ 19%0 1796 .
(a) Ondo state Tcirl 2,727,576 L4,508, L2k 6,058,941
(v) Rural populaticn 1,509,972 2,297,593 2,941,107
(¢) Urban population 1,217,704 2,210,831 3,117,823

(d) Major cities 700,216 1,685,136 2,640,791
1) Akure 71,106 162,975 265,168
2) Ondo Th,343 170,393 2774555
3) Owo 80,413 18L,303 300,210
ly) Ikare 61,696 141,411 230,343
5) Ado-Ekiti 157,519 361,032 611,677
6) Tkere 107,216 245, 740 400, 281

(7) Ilawe 80,833 185,270 301,786

(3) Bfon 67,090 153,766 250,1:67

[ssumed Annual growth rates

(a) 3¢

(v) 2.5%

(c) 1%

() 5%

Table 1 shovs the 1963 census figures the projected popul=tion
figures for the ~*nte. The 1963 figure is the base figure whinh thc
Federal Govzn o —.“ hae accepted as the basis for plamning and projectic ..

The following age groups, Dercentage and population can ve

identified from the projected population figure of 1980 which is 17,7,
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T.BLE 2
AGE GROUP PERCENTAGE POPULATION
5~9 Children 15% 2, L4L5
10~14
15=19 Young adults 354 57,002
20~2,
25~79 Adults 35% 57,042
Oy Young children 15% 2h, LS
Above B0 01d adults

It is implied from above table that about 85¥ of the population
can benefit in one form or the other from the various library progrore .
This trend will continue for some time end it is on this that I bescd
my estimated population of users of the library services,

The services of the state central libdtary are supposed to be
extended to the local dbranches, ministries, parastatals, hospitzls,
prisons, private and commercial institutions, colleges and other
various organisations, Population studies were carried out to dotom ir:
the actual number of people to be catered for in each case, but thcoe
have only remulted in scattered but reliable figures for use in the
proposals., The Table 3 below shows the enrolment in various graaes of

schools and number of staff,
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{. AKURE AND ENVIRONS

OTHER PARTS OF (. * ..

- ¢ | Popula~No, of [ No, of | No, of L0, ©
TYI'E OF SCHOOLS ;52;1 °1 tion of staff | Schools studcr.ts.t Steos
G gtudents
Hursery and primary - 3 .
Sshools 190 60,000 {1,550 %1,275 376,000 117,
S I
Corprehensive, Commercial IR S
Lecondary Sch;ola i 25 8,500 330 222 56,1:00 v
Teacher Traini -T ; - o
Collerce % 1 735 30 8 6,008 2
Technical Schools 1 250 10 7 1,95C ‘

. Jt
Schouls of Agric, Nursing, l 118 500 “
I'idwifery & Health Tech, : 3 4 £ !

* _l s
Higher Institutions 1 800 | 100 3 2,700 ( 1
Speeial schools for the ]
deaf, blind and 1 20 2 2 L0 | :
harndicapped !

The table below shows the occupational groups of probable users co thc

library services,

The pepulation figures are based on the assumption thzt

957 of the population of about 162,975 people in Akure could benefit onc wz

or the other from the library services,

OCCUPATIONAL CGRUUPS CF FROBABLE LIEBRARY USERS

X = Lo TUT 1 0
OCCUPATIONAL GROUZES OF TOTAL POI-".TION | svmv1o

JUNI(R AND INTERMEDIATE FMPLOYLE i 25 34632 | 411 Lib.: .

TIG'] INCOME FMPIOYEE Te5 10390 | .11 o

STUDTITS IN TERTIARY & SECONDARY SCHOOLS 25 632 | A1l

7. 1JTRS, FISHERMEN, HUNTERS ETC 20" 27706 | Mai:, t __m“

TRADERS, BUSINESSMEN, MINERS, INDUSTRIALIST - l.

and CRAPTS MEN 1 1 13853 | 211 _

T1/DPOUATELY DESCRIBED OCCUPATIONS 5 6927 | A11

Students IN HIGHER INSTITUTIONS 7.5 110390 ' 411 -
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2 . 3 THE NEED.F{)R.DEVEIOPMH{T"GE‘ LIBRARY SERVICES

It goes without saying that one of the mogt crucisl mroblems
facing the world today is the education of milliona_of_its people, both
adult and children who are without formal schooliné and wﬂa'ﬁévé to Lo
from if they are to play their role in this ever—changing world
effectively, Our world today is beserk with problems of illiteracy R
such a great magnitude that the oppoxrtunity for self-educatién is -
nighly needed and desirable, Consequently the creation and developwent
of effective library services towards providing education to the 'W
economically and socially disadvantaged cannot he overemphaéiaéd if te
teeming masges of the world are to be freed from educaticnal bondage,
hardship and oppression, In fact Lord Brougham in one of his speoclics
in the house of Commons had this 1o say about edugafion, "it makes &
peopoe easy to lead, but difficult to driwe, easy to govern, hut
irpomsaible to enplavel, - _ 3{'" R

The library is sﬁppose& tﬁ f;ke L) 1eadiﬁg ﬁéaition in stimulatins
and helping to shape, tho desire to learn on the part of the people
which it servea. It is alzo supposed to be an evergreen tree of
disbolical knowledge., These functions, if they are to be properly
performed should be reflected in the location, planning, design and
sctivities of 2 library. WNevertheless, it is sad to note that in
Nigeria, the libraries where they are aparsely located with exeeotion
of a few research and academic libraries have failed to play the

multifunctional reles of tool for research and education, therchr

failing to contribute to the sum of human mowledge of information

o
[ R



libraries can he déscribed am ébéiél agﬁgciés involved in the developmo:-
and promoiion of cconomic end politicel affairs of Libraries by their
indispensable pervices are ecssontial to the advancement of welfare and
happinees of the eociety. When fully eata.blished,' they can contributc

to the growth and enrichment of skilled manpower of the nation throudh
the formal and informal education,

The area of library extension services when fully explored and
co-ordinated with some other social agenclies has effective prograri:es
based on the paychology of maturity and QOciology of groups in the
comunity. In 2 gtate like Ondo where agriculture is the maingtay of
the economy as at now, agriculturel extension serives can play & najor
role in providing the farmers a lot of information and congultarcy
porvices, The services will eneble the wide gap in communication
between the government and the people to be marrowed down. A forum
can also be created between the people and the government or even
between the people themselves for useful discussions on their wolfare -
the gtate of ecconomy. These activities range from lectures, discussionrs,
| films, displays and literacy facilities,

The prisons, clubs, hogpitals, and verious organisations can
equally benefit from these extension services and these will go a lon»
way to meel some of the yeernings and aspirations of the peoplc.



"2 Yhreary building at Tkere

(ii1)



Ministry of Justice Library building at Akure

(iv)



skure Youth Centre with the Library Room at the wing
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(v)



Local Government building at Owo with the Library Room on the
Pirst flow

(vi)
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CHAPTER THREE - TYPOIOGY OF LIBRARY AND PLANNING OF CENTRAL
LIPARY

3 » 13 TYPES OF LIBRARIES
3 . 2: PLANNING 4 CENTRAL LIBRARY

3 » 3¢+ THE CETRAL LIBRARY «~ TUSE AND FUNCTION
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3 ., 1t TYPES OF LIBRARIES

i library is basically an orgenisation whose facilitieg ard
gservices are meant to serve the varying educational and social nccds ¢
& mrticuler community. The type of library located in a mrticular
Place is a function of the environmental needs and resources of that
area, Different libraries have different spatial and services cuphasie.
There are many types of libraries depending on the mode of clagaificn®tior
and the purposes they are meant for,

Basically five categories of libraries can be identified. They
are the academic and research libraries, publiec libraries, school
libraries, welfare libraries, gpecial libraries and others,

The academic and research libraries can be found in the coll:cges,
universities, plytechnics and research institutes. The peculiar
features of these libraries are their store of bibliographical and
audio visual materials which are made to students, faculties and
research workers for their educational and research needs. The librrrien
have a large proportion of their materials open to users and so have 2
good circulation system, though rare and valuable materials which
require careful handling are stecked away and aceessible throu::
requesats, Differences exist among the libraries in size of the buildin-,
specific functions performed by each of them and the modes of operaiion
of their services,

The public libreries are designed to serve a concentration ol
people in urban and rural communities, They are made up of large

libraries and smaller branch libraries, The public libraries in tr»2



towns and cities, that act as the administration ané.distriﬁution
headguarters for a systenm of libraries for & large population with o
* variety of needs, are known as central libraries. The branch Iibraml_:z
exigt chiefly to serve their immedinte catchment areas and ray ant oz
mmrent 1iﬁraries for cther smaller, often part time, librarics in the
- purrounding areas, The policies affecting the services of the brammh
: libraries are formulated from the headquariters in the central libraztre
It is importent to know thabt the design and services of a pudlic
library have to reflect the social contribution it makes to its own
"-particglar comnunity. | I | o

.'ﬂ.Thé ehhool librariea.are the imformation and learning reegour:anz
gentre in the achool, The centre may be an informal atmosgpherc
repregented by a few colleetions of books and meterisls and hougcd in
a olassroom or a sophisticated media regources centre located in the
heart of the school. The standard school library is changing fast,
The library now acts ag the centre in which all the resouvrces of
medern education are hcoused and made use of, It is otherwise known ~c
the learning meterials resources centre and the materisls in the ~oiioe
range from film reels, audiotapes, records, strips, loops to hooks of
varying interests. The sechool libraries are present in the prisarcy =nd
secondary institutions of learning,

The welfare libraries refsr to libraries meant to sérvé p@gplg o

commmnities who for one reasons or the other, cannot have acccsg to
other library facilities. The henefeciaries of these library faaili:les

range from people in large hospitels welfare homes like old peonl-a!?
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homes or juvenilec homes fo people confined within the prison walls.

The purpose of the hogpitals and welfare libraries is to alleviaile
boredom and hosten recuperaiion., The prigon libraries go a long woy in
succefsfully rehabilitating the immates and afford them the opportuv.ii:-
to utilize thelr time for reading for leisure and formal gtudies in
trades in vwhich they want to be gainfully employed before and possi' |

after discharge. These welfare libraries are to a great extent gimil-»
S

;'_ to public branch libraries.

What conati+~*= the special libraries are the variocus govarnment
bodieg libraries. commercial and industrial institulions lihraries,

clubg and associations libraries and other privately owned litrariecs.

.. The collections in these libraries are limited in sulgject range and

the gcope directed towards the particular interests of their elicntoelis.
They serve as information ;éntres for their parent ingtitufions and
also cater for the educational and recreational needs of their
clientele, 'The services of most specisl libraries are specific,

efficient and up to date in informastion, _ e

3 . 2: PLANNING A CENTRAL LITRARY.

Generaliv spraking, libraries are an integral part of both foria
and informal educational prograﬁmes of & state., Formal sdusation
requires imaginable librery programmes which will provide heooksz as will
ag 811 kinds of non-print materials and which will more effectively
organise, store and provide ready access to knowledge.

“ The concentration of socially and educationally disadvantamed

pecple in urbrn areag and the attendant problsms call for urgent
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regponge of the educational and library authorities, It is thereforas
necessary that that libraries work together more effectively to rcet

the ever increasing demand of' a small and highly specialised group of
ugers for information,

For the network concept to be effectivey the developing
sommmnications technology and media must be fully exploited, bibliogropl -
tools and locating devices must be developed, systems of varying tyoes
of librariecs must haveappropriate interface within the network, and
their must be qualificd manpower at the request and referral points,

Users of any library have a right to expect access to a broad
range of materials and servic2s, The efficiency quality and strcugth ol
a library is a function of thz comprehensive collections of bookds and
naterials, competent staff, adequate speces and effective organisatior
of the library units. The central library should be an embidoment of
efficiency and effectiveness to meet the desire of the socially and
educationally disadvantaged people in rural and urban areas.

The multifarious services of the central library command large
audience from various walks of life in both urban and rural areas.

The users range from employed, housewifes, pupil at school, student -~
higher institution to the unemployed and retired. Various professiorcl
bodies, clubs, public and private organisations make use of the lilrarice
Jjointly or as individual members, In short, people of all socio=-
economic groups meke use of the various facilities of the library.

Users of the library are expected to come to the centrnl livrny

from all parts of the state since it acts as the administrati on and
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digstribution headquarters of library services for the whele of the gtnt:,
It is however, expected that a large bulk of them will come from a
radius of five to six kilometers from the location of the library wi i o
the extension services division will endeavour to link up all ti: ol wr
parts of the state by its numerous activities. The distance betwcen
service points is important, particularly to the old and young.

The distances travelled to the library vary considerably ncecordin~
to the location of the library, The civic centre of the city is tF:
best location and it is the central part, Most users will then be able
to come on foot and easy means of transportation will be possiolc by
the intra-network of roads. In short, the central location of the
library ensures easy identification, accessibility and commmal use of
gocially related facilities likz cultural centre, shopping certre ctc,
For this type of library, the padestrians welfare has to take precedo s
before car owners in the maximum utilization of the facilities, In
this connection, the proximity of the central library to offices and

buginess premises is of paramount importance to its location,

3 « 3: THE USE AND WUNCTION OF CENTRAL LIBRARY

For more purposeful and highly motivated reasons, the najority of
users visit the library for work in connection with their formel
studies or professions and general recreation or th pursue a persor -
interest that has nothing to do with their work, Consequently, tho
function of the library and all its services, is to satisfy tho nceds cf
the users, It should be able to cater for all levels of servic: froo

the highly specialised to the recreational,
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- Through the design of tﬁé library, it should be able to maxe poo
contributions to education, industry and commerce. By providing
facilities for leigure and work, the library has panacea for soms oy
' the ills that have eaten deep into the fabrie of our society today,
Various satisfactions that are obtained through reading which is an
end itgelf can contribute significantly to social objectives.
| Towards this end, exhibition of books, works that are linkad to
local interests should he arriged from time to time. The library
building should be such as to allow flexibility in arrangements and o
cope with inereasing technology in library servieces. Tt should also
allow by good organisation of facilities, easy and movement of visitors
without much loss on the part of the authoritg. And above all thé
'librarf should by degign be made to lock attractive and fascililtating.
The central library can be an important part of the fabrie that
makes g community. In order to do this effectively, community »rozrarr. -
like meetiﬁgﬁ, diacuesions, lectures, filmshows etc can he arrngsd fror
time to time. These will stimulate interests in the uae of librarr aud
make the public aware of the range of bendfits that cen be accruzd fron

. \ L
library services. In essence, tho central library is a failure i

i
&

does not realige its full potential by being inviting and sympa:t.niie

to the needs of the peaple who use it,
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CHAPTER FOUR: STRUWCTURE AND SFRVICES OF CENTRAL LIBRARY

) P CENTRAL LIBRARY STRUCTURAL SET-UP

L . 2t VARIOUS SERVICFE SECTIONS IN THE CENTRAL LIBR.RY
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L4 « 1 LIBRARY'S STRUCTURAL SET-UP

The central library has a complex structure when compared to
other types of libraries, Functionally, it serves as the administration
and distribution headquartere for a system of libraries for a large
population with their various needs. It is also a book=lending znd
congultation point for the city as well as providing bibliographiral
requirements of the area in which it is locatéd. It also has =2
collection of research libraries which can favourably be compared to
the research facilities of the university,

Bagically the central library is a centre for research, inforiation
collecting, educational prustits, recreation and aesthetic apprecisiic ,
It is a pulti-purpose social agency which has a considerable : cooure of
co=operation and collaborative ventures with other agencies of its
kind without necessarily creating gaps or duplicating efforts,

The central library services are split into sections because o” "
very complex nature of its functions. The services of the certrnl
library extend to schools, various homes, hospitals, prisions anc “oerl
branches in privision of books, materials, persomnel and otrer sorvices
which can be of immense value to them, In short it is the link bLelueur
the government and other sualler libraries as far as their nceds oo
concerned,

To the reading public, the most important and at times the ouly
gections known to them are the lending and reference sections aprt
frou the reading areas, The central library goes beyond this, . iize o7
equally important sections are the technical, administration, er Z.1.1

and the reading sections like references childrens, arts, sciercc,
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archives and docunients ete (classification by operation and subﬁmet).
The central library also has specisl materials collections for the
ugers and thesec are housed in the manuscripts and rare books section
and the audio visual section. FHEmphasis is also 1ald on preparaition
gection for the books and services to the schools and other local

branclies, This section is krown as the extension services gection,

L . 2¢ VARIOUS SFRVICE SHOTIONS IN THE GUNTRAL LIBRARY

RKIIBITION SECTION | " RFADFRS! SERVICES | _( CHTIORNT GRTia

| 1 SECTTON ] SRR O
I"AUDIO-VISUAL SEC- | READING SERVICES SERTALD AND R«
] TION T SECTION NOE SECOTONS
| |
| IXTIONSION SERVICES! ADMINISTRATIVE PRCHNTOLL SifiviC
SECTION SEOTION M S IOTTON

TXTRISION SERVICES SECTION

The central library is an imformation and educational centre,
the extengion services secction plays an important role towards thie & J.
The section algo provides a forum for the advancement of the socio-
economic and recreational values,

Towards this end, it 128 a file olfinformation about the educasions
opportunities in the comaunity., It orgenises a range of activities
ranging from provision of books and materials to film shows, readiny

oyeles and discuseion groupse. The beneficiaries of these servires are
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out books and materiales to hoth adulits and Juvenile. |
In the lending section, otherwise known as the e¢irculation

gection, a limit is set to the number of books and materials by an
approved or registersd uger of the library. This can also be done
collectively ag in a elub or organisation. This will then avail bhe
uger the opportunity of having a thorough study of the book at his
convenience without necessarily being resiricted to the inner eonfiras

of the library., ? '_f_ o ' . .E;;- 

o A borrower goes throughlthehn;rmﬁl prdcesses of issue on the
poﬁﬁter and does the samc when the materials are redturned. The,':i?7
counter ig normally located et a conspicuous position by the ﬁéiﬁ

entrance and the services are directed by the staff who alsc exert sow

gecurity control in the marmer the materials are issued out and

returned, { 0

Some library maférials ﬁeed Bpecisl hanéling. These éan nostly
oe found in the archives, documents and audio visual section. Somc of
them can also be lent out too, The processes for issuing out of thesa
materiale vary from lihrary to library. But care is always taken to
make the issue and return take place in these sentions. T

In the readers scrvice section, the staff are ready to aseizt
-users in vhatever dilemma they are in., Most questions arise on the
operation of the library complex and the use of aids or guides in
finding one's way in the librery. The information room does manh to

alleviate the sufferings the tsers might encounter in this direstion «ro

also in the use of the catalogue and bibliography. The main entrancs

. R
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counter can he a source of gaide for a new comer to the library.
The control of movement of users is a high priority factor i.
the library circulation system. On the one hand, there should uc il -
atmosphere of freedom and we.come for visitors to the place and on
the other hand there is the need for efficient seeurity syster to
guard against books and materials losses. There is the need to sgir’’
a balance between the two, what is needed is to have limited ~co ri-~
tion on the main access routes to the library so that the aim of
invitation can pervade the whole area and a safeguarded exit for
checking out users without much ado. There is alsc the need to oo
control dinits at each of the sections in the library complex for - .o-ti 3
out users and to facilitate quick and efficient screening at tic =n®:
exibs. The bags room and coat rooms are located at the entrai-c "ol

-

which also dan be provided with telephone booths.

EXHIBITION SECTION

A library must be identified with the community it serves ir Zio
gervices are to be effective and fully appreciated. Although browei-:
room is provided for the newly arrived books, the exhibition section o’
& central library covers & large space with attractive eye ;ntchixc
display equipments. The equipments, are meant for exhibition of vorious
works of local people, organisation, business concerns and ratorislc
in the library, Other interesting feature of the exhibition ray b
sculpture, mural or flowers ir. and around the buildings.

All thdse are directed towards drawing attention to the widc
range of subjects and interests covered by library materials and boo' -

which they would not otherwise be aware of, The exhibition is also
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aimed at making the library environment an exciting, attractive ard
educative one by visual perception,

additional space can also be provided in the exhibition vieini®-
for meetings, films, discussions, seminar, lectures, confercices cic oo
that the exhibits will have en impact on vieitors to these cxtensio:
services and serve as guides in their deliberations,.

The plamming of these spaces should be fully integrated to ti.:
library, and so enhance the main library services without neceasa-ily;
being detrimental to the functions and causing harm to the exhivitg

desplayed,

THE REFERENCE SICTION

The collection of books hare include among others the aralove227
handbooks, indexes, yearbooks, dictionaries, atlases, abstractc,
bibliographics and other sources of information, The section holps
readers to find the information they require fpom the library's
resources, It also supervises and maintains the collection of
reference books which are not for circulation but for consultrtiion ir
the library only, However, prcvision is made for photocopying,
printing and production of films, slides, photographs ete with du.
consent of the authority in the control unit.

THY? SERIALS SECTION

The serials section is also a consultation point like the rofiro -e
section and the materials there are not for circulation except wit
the congent of the authority., Provigion is also made for prodictior

of copies for the readers. The collection of materials in the geri- s
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include the newspepers, journal, periodicals, magazines etc, .nd rn. .l
thege are referred simply to as serials. The library can havae Iho
sorials in bound and unbound volumes, The central library complox tn'
as centre for the serials, catalogue and reference sections, or;~ricos
a conbined catalogue and co=ordinates the activities of these se~tiorz
in conjunetion with affliated libraries,
THE CHILDREN SECTION

The central library is supposed to have the regponsibility and % -
cameity to meet all the library needs of 211 children and so it hao
a junior library section. The central library by its administrative
capacity as the headquarter for library services is supposed to sct
up resource media centres in all parts of the state., These can then e
located in some selective schools or local branch libraries or even
some service points = the most important consideration being access’ I1°
of children to the use of the facilities, The media centres should
then be fully equiped and sufficient professional and supportive staf”
provided for the library servizes and programmes, The service
programmes should include such activities as story hours, picturs boc™
hours, film programmes, recordings and other special events on o
continuing schedule, Arrangements have to be made for referernce servic-
and loans to intending children,

This operation is also cerried out in the library media centr. o
the central library complex otherwise known as children librery ses-ior.
To say that library profession has failed to take dognizance of '

library needs of the children is not an overstatement. The need for
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reevaluation on the part of the authorities concerned cannot hc

overempheaiscd.

RLADING SFCTIONS,

The divisions in the central library are based on the operntio ¢
and by subjo2is ro rs to make easier and more functional the co pr.!
give serviccs it has to perform., The division can be done solely on
the baig of either the operation or subject or even by other nc~ipi- Lo
menans, By operation, the lending, reference, children's sections rc e
to mind vhile by subject, the inscriptions are of art, scieire, ~ucin,
administration etc are used.

Whichever one is being used by a particular library the scij.~%
headings would still have to be referred to, The reading sectiono .
arts and social sciences, science and technology, administratior wi '
inelvdes Actuarial seience, business administration, accountarey,
banking etc nnd law. Other specialised reading sections are the
arnhiw-=~ == “senments section, Reserve books, thesis, papers an?
reports section. reference and serials sections,

Facilities provided in this reading section can equally scrve
for research libraries and used by & clientele similar to that o
university hu' with an even wider intellectual apectrum and irnel-il:
the needs of locel industry and commerce.

With the exception of reserved materials sections, circulect’o

of' books and m~*:»jals is possible in the reading section,
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Provigiong are made for seminar rooms, lounge areas, vrivotc o
carrels, group study rooms and reading facilities in this section.
There is no exaggeration in saying that this section is the most ueo™!
part of a library building. In fact some libraries are saticfiod i.
providing only some librarice are satified in providing only the rocdl -
rooms and a small area for other readers services,

By far it appears that the largest number of people using a o 17-
library are doing so for recreational purposes. The others do so Tor
research and examination studies, The efforts of the library sho 17 e
geared towards the provision of those books and materials which will
serve the need of the users. This needs to be done after carful
investigations into the priority lists of the users. In short the
libraxy must identify itself with the community it serves,

The types of books required for reading in the library nro:

Adult fiction

Childrens' books

Books for young adults

Nen fietion

Reference books

Bound, Unbound Newpapers and periodicals

Local History Books

Special stock materials

Maps, Govermment publications, Periodicals, Seminar pc.coo,

lec tures, symposia, Government documents, conference 2w .
Theses etc,
AUDIO VISUAL SICTION s
This is a section with its collection in non-book materinl:

oalled microforms It is in various shapes (e.g film, fiche, rare .o,

It is used to preserve physically deteriorating materials, or %o
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the size of bulky materials e.g. nowspapers, journal back~issues),
Sevaral other non-book materiasla are the phonograph records and tancs.
lecture tapes, film strips, slides, videotepes. R

 Andio visusl centres are established in some schobls énd
institutions and are then referred to as Resource media centres. ‘They
are bagically similar to the eudio visual section execept in arrangr v
and the features of the fagilitles provided, In the library, lihrary

media centre can be established for the juveniles. :_ .;_f[,“:__

Special storage facilities and indexes are required for tho

: media centres or audio visual section together with special nreaz for

their usage, Listening booths, reading bootha and projection roous
are common fertures, Carrcls eguiped with disl access to a central
control room or panel, making taps, film or other electronic data are
made available to users. A |
With the changing trends in technology of librafﬁ énd its geyviszz
and the enticipated growth in the uwse of multi medis materials, thsno
is the need o bring flexibility inte the design and arrangerent of
facilities for the mefia centre, It ig also eignificant to nots the
increasing move towards autowmation and computerisation of the linmmory
vrocesses and gervices. It is a worthy innovation that ecalls for
increased co-operation between the library building designers and the
varioug bodies involved in evolving the much needed technological
breakthrough. In fact, to all intents and purposes, it is a laudalle
venture thet will require support from all and sundry that are conaignhed

with proviom of the library servicesg and the heneficiaries.
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This is a fairly big section of & central library and usuall-
congtitutes the large proportion of the staff. The technical servirzo
section is respensible for the planning and development of resoursce
ag vell as their maintainance and bibliographical control., The
operation in the section starts from the time a material is orderad
to the time it gets to the user wither in the ecentral library or oll .r
afflinted bodies. The processes the material in question takes
dictates the structure of the section or the pattern of service.,

The services performed in this section range from receiviny,
dispatching, ordering, accessioning to cataloguing of boocks and
materials, Others are binding, printing, photography, Arts des:iq.s
and preparation of books for the shelf (labelling etc), schools,
branches and service points, The processing systems of the libror:-
depend on the rate of acquisition to the library collection eitn - oy
purchese or gift. This can then be used in determining the anticipat:1
staff size and space allocation to the various units.

The technical services section is responsible for specifinally
designed automntel systems of operation and new concepts in building

and furniture F~sign can create an impetus in the systems desim too.
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PROGRESS OF MATERIALS THROUCH TICHNICAL SERVICES SICTION

| PREPARGCTION FOR | s | BESPATCHIIC .7\
BINDERY J' 7 1| DELIVERY
. Y o %
' PREPARATION FOR i
| SOHOOLS BRANCHES ETC ORDERING AND ;
L__ :
: : . ___ACCESSTONING
\L i % e ¥ o
| PRINTING J oD TYPISTS ‘M;_._.-' CATALOGUING ‘-

v V

{ TFHOTOGRAPHY AND ,
i ARTC DESIGNS | e ) | WORKROOM

v
SHELVES AND
STACKS

ADTTINTSTRATIVE SEHCTION

The central library is the administration headquarters for 2
system of libraries, The administrative section liaises betwez: ¢
rovernment and the people in the provision of library services.
gection formulates all aspects of the functions and servicee to ho
provided in the library and estimates the size and cost of the serv’
required. The process of planning a new library building or liur-. -
facilities is done by the Planning Committee of this section in

accordance with guideline policies of the government,

The organisation of the library involves the librarian irti oo -

the various units of the library and organising the staff and r.oo s
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to provide new and more intensive public and technical servies.
The functions, objectives and services must always be updated to
nect the changing needs of the users of the facilities and there ic
the need for high innovative changes to keep up with the ever
increasing technological advancement. The space needs or relatiousiizs
of various library functions can then be met after careful study of
the library's organisational system.

Some facilities among which are lounge areas, kitchenetls,
conference rooms, lockers room are provided for the staff traini,y

and relaxation needs apart from their various working rooms.
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5 o 13 BPiCIAL REQUIREMENTS FROM GOVERNMENT

The library is an ingtitution set uwp by the govermment throvg!. 7t
agerviies and other private concerns to contribute pomitively through *t .
gervices to education, industry and soclo-economic development of a
communiity. With the big emphasis on edvcation by the government, tlo
library is a vital necessary tool 1o aschieve the landable educatilonal
programmes of the government. The library helpa to promote intellectial
interaction in a commmity and it forme an importent foundation for a
nation's manpower development, It is a means to evadicate illiteracv,

The government recogniges thess roles which the library can play
and in recent times hag tried to accord the library a top miority onorg
ite various social infrastructures. The government has a vole to plaoy
in the efficient and smooth running of the library services, The areas
in which the government comes in are the finance, provision of land,
building and manpower requirements, - .

The government needs to give tangible.financial gupport for
adegquate services o be provided, By the nature and funeticn of the
libraxy, the importance of funde cannot be overemphagised. Fund ig
needed for putting up the library, for running the services and maints ..
ance of the whole library system to suit the ever changing needg of il
ngers and technology, There is a great need for establishment of mors
libraries in all parts of the country {0 meet the challenge of the
gocial and edueaticnal requirements of our time. Given our preaent
sconomin potential and the importsnce attached 4o social and edweaticrc?

development of the country, more fund must be provided for proper
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co—ordination and more professional management of the library services
and resources.

When fund is available tor library services development, the
mrovision of buildings for the running of the services comes to mini.
It is on land that the building will stand., The requirements of lai:
for siting the library complex is crucial, There is then the need to
acquire enough piece of land in a suitable place, preferably at the
centre of the community at a reseanable price through the governument.

For efficiency and realisation of the objectives of the librory
high quality and specialised manpower must be in hand., There is acute
ghortage of manpower in library services in Nigeria today, but this ~si
be offset by encouraging and supporting staff training and developmcrnt
schemes, The conditions of service should be made more attractive a:ud
in-gervice training should be encouraged, Training facilities can be
organised for internal and external employees in a central library.
Nirerians at home and abroad should be made to realise the excitement
and benefits one can derive in library profession and be made to tale

up employment with the various library authorities.

5 o 2¢ THE ROLE OF THE GOVERNMENT IN PROVISION OF LIERARY
SERVICTS

There are basically three types of government in Nigeria ramcly ire
federal, the étate and the loéal governuents, The three-tier goverr.. .
help to promote and develop library services, The federal governiert ‘g
in the centre of the various library activities in Nigeria througsh ite

National Library. The National library is empowered to carry out tihc
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vital woles of the federal government and their actions are backed up by
the constitution, The National library is empowered to establish ~rd
maintain a branch of the National library in each state of the federat oo

By its extension services programme, the National library involv o
itgelf in advisory and technical assistance to libraries, inddstribution
of books and other library materials and in activities capable of
vromoting and developing library services and make the library morc
ugeful to people. Consequently, the Library runs periodic training
programmes for various cadres of library professionals drawn from inter.:
library organisations and ministries, The National library orgarises
seriee of lectures, seminars symposia for thrashing out the issues of ti

In a bid to serve as centre of professional leadership and providic
help to other libraries, the National library sends out its professio .
staff to survey, report and re-orgenise libraries in the ministries a d
schools on request., It is responsible for the development of the Matlio -l
Dibliographical services and helps to develop and run catalogue serviecs
for libraries on request, It is also involved in publication and isoui:
of numerous works of printed materials such as printed catalogues, "o oo
journals and reading guides,

The most important activities and contributions of the Natior:l
library to library development come up during its annual National Li.z- -~
week, The library week is marked by series of lectures, symposia,
exhibitions and press confererce, The aims of the library weelk zrc Lo
gtimilate reading for leisure and formal studies among the people, ;i.c

publicity to library services = their functions and use,
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The National Library pelicies are being carried out by a congtit o7
Loard whose membership inecludes the director of National Librory,

Some of the functions of the state brances are to serve as =
bibliographical centre and clearing house to states and to provide
advisory service to smaller libraries so as to bring the National Tibrary
services closer to the rural populace through its intermediate servicg,

The state government on its part promotes the library services
through the state library board. The government establishes a library
complex which is a central library that azts as the administrative ce tre
for library services, It is also the distribution headquarter of tn-
slate, Apert from the normal formal and informal educative services Lo
central library offers, it makes sure that the library services are
brought to the doorstep of the people in all parts of the state., "his ie
carried out through its extension services and the various libraries
which are established to cater for the needs of their communities, .o
8chool libraries, welfare libraries, special libraries, and acadenir i
reseerch libraries are set up to mest the social, educational and
technical demands of the people in their vicinity while the the state
central library discharges itg respongibility of co~ordinating their

activities through ite administrative machinery.

Lt timea, the works of the state central library can be supplon.. -

ted by the state branch of the National Library but it is signifizan:
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to note that the National Library operates in the grassroot terough ire
collaborative efforts of the state library authorities,

The local government ensures the efficiency and even developmer®
of library services in its locality in accordance with the policies and
guidelines of the state central library. This is inspite of its own
library committee set up to look af'ter the welfare of their various
libraries,

Other agencies be it that of government, private institutions or
individuals have a vital task to play in provision of library services.
Concerted efforta by the library authorities and these various agercicc
will go & long way in making the library realise its objectives to social,
political, and economic developument,

Much is needed to be done towards achieving the objective, Litroior
gervices have not been given their proper place in the socio-economic
aspirations of the country since the colonial days. This is the time “o
retrieve the image of the library from its sad state of affairs, Thc
gtate government must be alert to its responsibilities and make sure ti~*
all hands are on deck from all and sundry to explore the magimum bLeroi? o

that can be derived from library services,
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CHAPTER SIXs LOCATION OF THE CENTRAL LIBRARY

6 . 12 THE SITE LOCATION

6+ 2 THE SITE TOPOGRAPHY, CLIMATE AND VEGETATION



€ « 1: THE SITE LOCATION
The aite is located in tﬁe government reservation area layout along
Cwo Toed in Akure., The location iz to the South and PBast bounded by
residential quarters while to the Iforth and West, it is bounded by Tfew
office and commercial blocks. The undeveloped ploba are alloted fox
the same type of strustures and some of them are already being develow.d.
| Akure hag no civiec centre which can be develored for structures Lilo
library complex, The city, centre is only represented by the Cha's
palace, mini market some lqcal.government buildings and post offinc.
Jver with thege few Struntuies. thé:ﬁlace is congested.

The site allocated for the state library building by the plaomniry
division of the Ondo state winistry works and housing is unfit for o
public building of a library status. The reason being that the site is
remotely far from the generality of the public and thus renders iin
eagily unaeccegsible, It will takelsome years probably fifteen to
twenty for the area to be fully de#eloped for easy identification and
accessibility. The ares is presently sgeparated from the duty life of
the commmnity and is uged primsrily for governmental purposes. Thot
renders the place more or lesg"dead" at 4.00 p.m on weekdays and
veekends for there will be virtually little or no activity.

The site allocated has thg major network read leading to it not
directly connected with the major dual~carriage way that enters tiz o177
from the other parts of the state, The site also lacks positive noniund

with rajor pedestrian ways,



The adéﬁntaéé of fﬁe aite ia.ita relative clomenegs to the gecretarici
and other government buildings, And much as I agree with the strong
cultural link between the library complex and the arts theatre/muscum,
I dont suscribde to their being located side by side in Nigeria, It is
no exaggeration to gay that a library is best located in a relatively
centralised quiet area, A good library in Nigeria should be open to
natural means of lighting and ventilation and this in effect wmakes it
acoustically deficient, Thig definiency can be better compensated In
a good site location and not where the noise intensity cannot be sasily
controlled especially during festiwvals in the cultural centre.

The new site 1s melected on the hasis of its easy identifiration
and ascessibility. This iz due to its link directly to the major wonds
that cut asross the city and positive contact to major pedestrian
wallkways and bus stops. The surrounding strustures afford the give the
unigqueness of heing in the centre of major activities —— commervial
activities, government activities, socio—gultural activities and othorg,
Aceess roads link the site to the secretariat and the parliamentary
conplexes. Many residential quarters are located near the site,

The natural situation of the site augurs well for the location of
anlibrary complex., The government owng the land which it can make
aveilable anytime there is need for it. The topography and the climate
which will be discuééed fully in the site anlysis are factors that
contribute to the selection of the site. The seemingly velative quict
nature of the site_m&kes it dnviting.

v s o R I
[ T o

|
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PR R

T The site surrounding ls already developed as far as the provisgiono

of electricity and pipe born water is concerned., This can easily be
tapped when need be for the library complex, * . . = |
: S R o

¢ . 2: TOPOCRAPHY OF THE SITE . . - .+~ .~ l

LEVEL = The site slopes gently towards North, the gradient of wiinh
is about 2.6, The site alsv slopes gently towards Rast but the slops

is about 1.9% in this case, ~ .. . -~ ..ok

SHAPY, ~ It is rectanmular-ond bounded on two sides by access roads; Ir

)
effect the site faces the two roads but the approaching peint by most

visitors is form the road leading directly to the highway.

WATHRR LEVEL: It ig low and this will permit easy foundation and

structura) work, B - N
CLIMATE o

THMPERATURE = The monthly means of daily meximum range from BO°F 4o Siif
vhile the daily minimum is between 69°F and 73°F. o o
HAISFALL - Akure belongs to that part of Higerie with 250 mm/ﬁay wet
Seaa&n.duration and the average ralnfall is about 230 mm annualiy.

The rein falls mainly in the wet season that lasts from Febranry to

Bovember. SR R s = S

WIND DIRECTION - The prevailing wind direction South West and is
rzin bearing. It blows from sea, There iz a wild, dry, dusiy hormatian

wind which comea from the North East and ?érsists from November to

Februar?Q. S R
AMIOSPHERTC RELATIVE HUMIDITY = The relstive humidity ranges from & in

the dry harmattan season to 1% in the wet season.
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'_'EIEEHITION g o _'. _' “?* 1”
| Akure lies within the Rainforest vegetation zone, So the site in

covered by bush making it impenetrable at that time of the Year, but

a lot of shading and Screening trees can be seen from a far e.g palm

trecs and young iroko trees. !

v \._\_‘i'_‘ T
|
i
|
i
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I
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CHAPTER STVEN:  DESIGN,CONSIDERATIONS AND SPATIAL REQUIRIZMLIMT

T« 12 SITE PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS
T .22 ZONING PRINCIPLES

T« 3 SCHEDULE OF ACCOMODATI ON
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7 « 1t SITE PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

Taking into considerations the naturey; scope and use of the
central lidbrary, the following princirles provided me guidelines for
the site planning propeosals of the complex,

Concentration of similar facilities into the same area, The
bokkshop, the state library complex and the National librate sites ar:
located near one another for their interrelated functions and environ -
mental considerations,

The compact nature of the complex and cluse commmication betwec.
the complex and the surrounding areas, There are good connecting linl-=e
between the individual facilities on the site. The re sult is that
there is minimum vehicular traffic hazard and low level intensity of
neige within and outside the complex, Vehicular traffiec and spaces
are goned away from the complex so that there is a completely pedes»i-
intra=conmnecting traffic with no vehicular thorough fare. A reasonnilc
space of land or buffer zone is often left between the various noigy ~i.7
quiet zones,

A service yard ig ereatcd for miltiple use of the proposed bLook-
shop and the complex, The National library can decide to expand th.
service yard for its own use and maximum expansion posgsibilities are
guaranteed for the National 1library complex to take off as soon as
practicable on the adjacent site., Office and commercial headguarter
buildings are propsed for the remaining area on the site.

Parking facilities are provided for the cychists for they form »

large percentage of the users.
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A large parking space is also provided for wvehicles, Frovigion
is wade to link the parking areas to *he complex by paved walkwi g
Staff of both the bookshop and the complex are provided with cvele o
vehicle parking facilitiea in the service yard., Parking spces are
designed to allow control of vehicles at some junctionms,

There is maximum orientation of the long asides of the complex
towards north and south directions and towards the direection of the
winds, The reading spaces which are the important areas of the library
complex are located in this directicn.

There are ne provisions for much expansion to the library corpleox
though there might arise the need for limited expansion which is nade
posegible on the site. My proposal for the need of expansion is the
decentralisation of some library facilities to other parts of' the city
and the gtate ag well as the development of the exigting libraries
nows The emphagis should be on provision of welfare libraries for
hospitals and priséns, specialised libraries for industry, comuercc.
law, administretion ete and the establishment of more school libraricc

and learning materials resources centre.

7 « 2t ZONING PRINCIPLES

The guideline prineiples in goning of the complex are aimed
towerds creating a building will provide a framework for effective o
efficient operation of library services with a view to respondinc to
tho new social, education and teshnological demands of today.

There is the feoling of openness that will permeate all parte of

the building and in turn all facets of the services provided. This “g
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reflected in the limited number of interior walls, the voids and the
landscaped spaces in and outside the complex, In relation to the sc.ovi--
rrovided, there is ease of control without necessarily incuring umeh

loss on the part of the library.

There is easy identification of various sections and facilitiecs
without much delay., The zoning of fasilities is done to eliminate or
reduce the problems of noise and vibration due to heavy traffiec in the
complex without undue hardship in accessibility to them.

There is high degree of flexibility evident throughout the complex,
There is the use of removable or demountable materials in the big halls
provided for the stacks and reading carrels, The layout of the spaces
ig made flexible for adaptability to increased use of automated and
computerised system of library services, Modular planning systenm io
applied to the design of the complex and it is basically the choice of
2 unit dimension which can serve as the basic unit related to the
function., Selection of this is based on stacks centre to centre and
space required by readers. All this is done to ensure flexibility in
the building.

The design comcept of the building is such that the complex is
made inviting and stimulating from its well landscaped surroundinge to
the cool, friendly and pleasing nature of the interior, The entrance
ig emphasised at the corner of the building, thereby overlooking tho
two accessible roads to the site. The intending furnishings, colour
co=ordination and the lighting effect are such as to make good iupragaar

on. vigitors to the complex,
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Artificial means of lighting and ventilation are reduced to tho
barest minimum, Good shading effects are used and the long and impor
tant sides of the complex are orientated with due regards to the North-

South direction and prevailing wind directions.

7 « 3¢ SCHEDULE OF ACCOMODATION

The space requirements and other figures are based on existing
population, figures and facts, level of economic, social and educations’
development, The central library complex comprises of the followino
focilitieas~ reading sections, the extensiona services section, the
audio=-visual section, the readers services section, children servincs
section, the reference and the serials sections,

The reading section is in turn composed of subject operating
divisions, They are arts and social sciences division, seience and
technology division, actural science, business administration, variovs
management studies, accounting divigion and legal deposits, reserve
and rare books, theses, papers etc division.

Below is the schedule of accomodation,

SCHEDULE OF ACCOMODATION

SHICTION &
FIOOR LEVEL . , | TYPE OF ACCOMODATION PROPOSED [ RF.
_IN M2 o
RTADERS SERVICE Covered Porch 300
STCTION Bage and cloakroom 20
Information room 20
Catalogue room 50
New Arrivals Browsing room 50
Fxhibition space 200
(411 on ground Reprography 50
floor level) Cireulation room and counter 150
Lounge 50




Scheduled of accomodation (continued)
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SUOTION AND
FLOOR BEVEL

TYPR OF ACCCMODATION

PROP(S ED AR 1.
M2

REZADIRS SERVICE
SICTION

- -

(£11 on ground Main Centrol counter 30
floor level) Lecture room 75
(on first floor | Conference/Seminar room and
level) kitchenctte /Stora 100
(on all floors) Circulation space 150
Sanitary space 300
CHILIRIN SERVICES { Control unit and Workroom 50
SCTION Reading, stocks ard Communica=
(On ground floor) | tion space 380
Reading pit 100
AIFERENCE & Control unit and workroom L0
SYRTALS SECTION Lounge and Light reading space 75
(on ground floor) | Map room 50
Serials room 75
Bibliography space 100
Reference spece 650
TICHNICAL SERVICEY Loading, offloading and parking
SOTION bay 150
Receiving and despatching space 60
(on ground floor)| Ordering and accessioning space | 100
) Cataloguing space 150
Fhotography unit Lo
Printing space 200
Store for discarded books 30
Arts design room Lo
(On firet floor) Bindery 200
Offices (5) LS
(on all floors) Workroous 250
FXTHSION SIRVICES Store for books and materials
STOTION and for Schoolg 30
(on ground floor) | Store for books and materials te
other libraries 30
Mobile trailers parking space 175
(On First floor) |Books and Materials preparation
for schools & other libraries 200
Offices (5) Ls
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0 9 SED AR,
PLOOR LEVEL TYPE OF ACCOMODATION PRO];H;\JH 1
ARTS & SOCIAL SCIENCE | Control unit % workroom Lo
SHOTION Lounge & Light readings space 75
(on first floor) Reading, stacks & communication
Space 1000
Group etudy rooms (5) L5
SCIENCE AND Control unit & Workroom 50
TICHNOLOGY SECTION Reading, stacks and
(on first floor) Communiication space 1000
Lounge and light reading space 75
Group gtudy rooms (5) 5
LCTURAL SCIENCE, Control unit and Workroom L0
RHANAGEMENT COURSES, Reading, stacks and communication
ACCOUNTING & Communication space 650
BUSINKSS ADMIN Group study (4) 35
(on second floor)
AUDIO VISUAL SECTION JControl unit and workroom 50
Shelvea, cubicles & Communication]
Spece 350
Language recording room 35
Film and television room 35
ARCHIVES & DOCUMENTS |[Control unit & workroom L0
Reading, stacks and
(on second floor) Comnmunicetion smce 350
Group study rooms (5) L
LIGAL DEPOSITS, REAR [Control unit and workroom Lo
AlID RESERVE BOOKS, Reading, stacks and
THESES, PAPERS EIC Comunication space 650
SICTION Group study rooms (L) 3
{on second floor)
ADMINISTRATIVE AND
STAFF SECTION
{(on ground floor) fReception 15
Bags and cloakroom 50
{on 811 floors) Sanitary space 7%
Internal ecireulation space 140
Kitchenettes (3) 50
(en first floor) General office 50
Administrative secretary's 6ff. 20
Accounts office 50
Fiance officers office 30
Staff launga 50 o
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SICTION AND

FIOOR LEVEL TYPE OF ACCOMODATION PROPOSED ALD I
o M2
(on Second floor) Staff confetence room 50
Secretary to chief librarian's
office and waiting room 30
Chief librarian's office 35

Deputy chief librarian's office| 35
Assistant librarians' office (2, 50
Staff training room 65
FUCHANICAL AND
OTHFRS SECTION
(on all floors) Service Duct room 25
7 Lift voom 50
(on ground floor) Air conditioning plant room 35
Power plant room 30
Workshop 60
Workshop store 30
(on roof floor) Lift Repair roomeB 120

PR —

-——
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CONCLUSION

The call has already been made in the first part of this theei
write up for the general over hauling of the library services to =0l
the demands of the people and to suit the everchanging needs of the
technological advancement as we have it today, The library servircs
ve have them in Nigeria and in Ondo astate in partiecular are not -t o'’
syupethetic to social, educational and economic needs of the atate
in fact there is little to write home about them, Illiteracy c2rnc?
wiped out successfully without the library services for they proviic
formal and informal education. Library services provide a forun
vhereby the government can reach its governed and it could be :
congiderable benefit and relief to all and sundry if there iz n
practical therapy to worry and borzdom through the recreational vol:z
of the library services., Infact if library services can be nodc
effective and efficient, they will go a long way in reduciny il
increasing social ills of the society today,

A library without books and materials is a library in nane onl
and is non functional. This is the situation of libraries as ot .
in the state and calls for urgent attention of the authority co -
It is sad to note that library servicea in the state exist onl; o
paper and the radio, To make the library realise its potential -
contribute positively to social objectives, the existing litrary

buildings should be stocked with adequate books and materials, 77c
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ghould dlso be geared towards establishing more library buildings nrd
media centres in various parts of the atate, Library services ahoull
be made available to all that necd them as much as possible.

The generality of the people den't know about the existernce of
the library and its services, There is the need for maximum utilizotioo
of the services to be provided, This will justify the huge sum o
monecy, time and energy expended in bringing them to the doorstcps o
the people., The extension services mection can come in here and se
its powerful organ of information dissemination to reach the people i.
all the nooks and corners of the state,

In this regards, there is the need for adequate and qualifi~d
personnel to provide the services, FElaborate staff training devolop-it
scheme should be embarked upon and the conditions of service for

library personnel made attractive,

()

Finally, it is a pretty difficult thing to evolve a stondard =
or formula in the design for the best library in a situation whors
there are no published standards and where they exist, thesy car be
very diffuse and confusing., I believe that even in the face of th=o
wany constraints that stand in the way of the best designed libra-v,

1 have created forms and space to house the library functions and te -~
a conducive atmosphere for learning which the wonderful world of
library has provided for the hunan race, For indeed, "a desire for
krnowledge is the natural feeling of mankinds and every human being w o
mind is not debauched, will be willing to give all that he has to ~c%

knovledge.1

1., Samuel Johnson, Boswell, Life 1965,
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