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ABSTRACT

The problem addressed by this study was marital
separation and its effects on the academic achievement of
children in primary school. It was designed to reveal
meaningful data that would serve as useful suggestions for
both parents and teachers in tackling some of the
educational problems of this nature that are commonly found
in our society.

Six hypotheses were formulated (in each case) on some
of the various factors perceived to be related to the
concepts of marital separation and on the academic performance.
On hundred and ninety (190) pupils were identified as
children from separated homes and they served as the test
group; while an equal member of children were randomly
selected from the non-separated home to serve as the control
group. All of the subjects were of age group 8-11 years

old selected from six primary schools in Zaria, Kaduna State.

The study arrived at the following conclusions:-

i) That children from maritally separated home
performed lower than children from non-separated
home.

i) That boys from separated home performed better than
girls from the same group,

iii) Also, the performance of children from high income
family was better than those from low income families

of the separated.
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It was however, observed that it is not the parenta
separation that directly affects the academ c performance
of the subjects found in such situation, but, the
psychol ogi cal disconforts experienced by separated parents
especially during the early period of separation. Thi s

was thought to be the main causal effects of poor perfornmance.

Finally, the research called on separated parents to
keep in touch with each other, cooperate or rather conplinment
efforts in bringing up their children by sharing equally the

burden of care and nmanagenent of their children
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ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOLS AND DEFINITIONS OF TERMS

Academic Achievement. The totazl average of examinations

scores obteined by the subject(s) faor the school yesr
1991,

Broken Home, A family where the parents have or separated

somehouw,

Custody. Having the respansibility of keeping and taking
care of the children of the divorced. This
responsibility is ususlly laid upon the person by the
law, but the financial expenses may not necessarily
be on the person alene, it may be shared.

Divarce. The total break-up of intimate relationship between
spouses through some legal, cultural or religious
processes,

Home Environment. Is the residence and the familiar set

up from which a child comes.

Intact-family. A Family which its members live together

not necessarily uvnder one roof but living in harmony,
stable and in cordial relastionship.

In-laws., Spouses parents, including sisters, brothers and
other relations like uncles, aunts, cousings and
grand parents,

Marriage. Is the union of twe persons usuglly a man and a
woman who have agreed to live together and to share

things in common.
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Marital Conflicts. Some interpersonal differences of

opinions between spouses including the rest of the
family members.

Marital Separation. The bresk-up of relationship between

spooses for the purpose af divorce or living apart
for reasons either on agreement or disagreement.

Single Parent. A parent, either the father or the mother

who is solely responsible for the up-bringing of a
child/ren. Usually he/she is the head of the family.

Unhappy~-Unbroken Home., A family or a home where the parents

or spouses asre having differences in opinions
(conflicts) therefore, there is always some
digagreement or hostility between or amang the family

members.



Chapter 1

1.1 Introduction

Children are said to be one of the consequences that
most societies value in marriage (Kephart 1966). The
responsibility of bringing up the children should, therefore,
be paramountly in the hands of the couple whom the children
spring from. Just as suggested by Despert (1962) that "“if
not for anything marriage should be saved at least, for the
sake of the children who pay the heaviest price on its
failure and on their own future marrisges. Despet explangtion
toc this 1ls that marriage should be maintsined at least for the
benefit af the children whose future lies in the hands af their
parents.

Where marriage falls apart despert (op-cit) insists that
condusive enviranment should be created for the children to
feel that both perents are with them, While Despert calls on
parents' relationship towards their children to remain unchange
even if there is no more marriage, the following guestions are
posed:-

Why should marriasges fall spart?

Has marital separation has any effects on childgren? 1If it
has, to what extent are the effects aon the educational
achievement of children in Primary Schools in Nigeria? These
and many other related gquestionsg, are what this research is

all about. 1‘;3-“



1.2 Concept of Marriage

Thouless (1951) believes that the behaviour of a child
in relation to its parents is an acquired system which takes
place within the developmental system. This system of
behaviour is also based on the original innate pattern of the
parents to the child or of the parents towsrds each other.
Thouless source of explanation comes fram Freud's (1910)
theory of developmental stages of “"Dedipus Complex*. This
stage of development, Thouless explaing, is a system of
emotiongl attitudes when a small boy (hetween 2 to 4 years of
age) behaves lovingly towards his mother and an opposite
attitudes of hatred to the father as his rival for the mather.
These chearacteristics course of the chlld's emotlonal
development in the family situation may be less unfolding of
innate propensity than a response to a real family situation
in which he finds himself, The typical femily Thouless is
describing is generally the one in which parents have affection
anc werm regards towards each other with the mother as the

tender protector and the father as a stern disciplinarian.

Similarly, in his own psychological thought, Erickson
(1961) holds that 2 child develops a sense of self-trust,
initiates industry, forms an identity end establishes intimacy
in the midst of his parents and where one parent is sbsent

these developmental tasks may not be fulfilled.



Haring (1965) adds his auh cnnﬁentinn by pointing out
that the relationship between marital spuses, has influence
on their children's development with special reference to
physical, mental and the development of personallty, e.g;

psycho-motor skills activities and some verbal abilities.

On child control, Baumrind (1967) lamented that a certain
amount of control is necessary for children to develop
competences, self-agssursnce and self-control., He arrived at
this conclusion when he discovered that intact families
create condusive atmosphere that can help a child to scquire
those patterns of behaviour. Precisely, what Baumrind is
saying is that if parents keep together and give humanistic
gpproach tq?%%velnpment?iheir children, the children will grow

up and be competent, self-assured and self-controlled too.

Hetherington and his Associates (1974) reportg from
their study that warm parents create a secure, unstressful
'atmogphere in which the child can easily learn appropriate
behaviours such as warmth ard control., Stressing the
importance of menpower Fraiberg (1978), asserts that an
on-going relationship hetween 8 child and his parents can
never be replicated in all its intimacy, sublet and complexity,
he therefore suggests that s full time exposure to such
relationship during the first years with both parents in a

life af child, should be his birthright.



In his own conviction Surayan (1980) indicates that
in large measure children derive thelr sense of who they are,
who they may become fram their knowledge and experiences of
their parents and other members of the family. Parents ties,
are especially vital for the different developpent of their

children.

1.3 Psychological Concept of Marriage

Numerous research evidences héve shown that in our
contemporary society mothers and fathers have different roles
that influence the intellectual development of the child at
different stages of life. For exemple, during the pre-school
to early school age (i.e. Piagetian pre-operational stage),
children's behagviour is 3lg0 enhanced by maternal behaviour
that is stimulating end accepting (Moss egt. al. 1959). A
mother, Salvador (1974), reiterates that her influence on the
school performance of her child, has an everlasting and pervasive

effect because of the warm support and concern she gives,

Fathers too, have been obseyved to be more strict,
demanding and distant than mothers, and in the school years !
they are more likely to provide models of achievement to their
children (Stewsrt, 1977) Stewart stresses that although single
parent families are not necessarily harmful to children's
development but, intact families (both parents) influence the

achisvement and social optimal pattern of social and



intellectusl behaviour of children. The author concludes
hia report by restating that the development of social,
emotional, intellectua)l and language asbilities are affected
by the degree of parental stimulation, attention and

. responsiveness to the child's needs, abilities as well as

acceptance and encouragement.

Furthermore, a group of auvthors report the following
emirical generalizations on home environments as one of the

prediction of child's academic achievement:

Children's achievement motivation seem

to be more related to parental behaviour
which is responsive and encouraging but,

does not provide specific directions and
suggestiona. The ability to ignore
misleading stimuli is negatively related

to authoritarian parental behaviour such

as controlling, directing, stressing,
conformity and pushing the child toward
perents' set goals and standards.

Creativity similary, is negatively

related to parental authoritarianism.
Children who exhibit more curiously about
thelr surroundings have their mothers who
are more positive, attractive and less
restrigtive. In addition, a child's

belief in his own ability to control hisg
environment is related to warm rewarding

and supportive parentasl behaviour. If later
achievement is the goal setting into college,
it may be related to early perental contircl,
but high achievement standards in cellege
are facilitated by early pasrental nurturance. .
Therefore, the most effective pattern of
behaviour for facilitating children'’s success
in school, as well as their intellectusl
development in nurturant care and management
which are part of the parent role. The
children of this age would provide an
interesting,...... stimulating, safe



environment and to support the child's
independent exploration of the
enviranment (Barley 1964, Sake and
Stollak 1971).

Milner et. al. (1951) stress further that providing
children with stimulating experiences and a rich environment
in the home is an invaluable contribution parents can meke
to their children'’s intellectusl development. Children need
to be left free to explore, manipulate, guestion, create on
their own in the home environment. Such rich environments
seem to be especially important for children in the school

years,

Another literature that reports on similar findings is
that of Wacks, Uzgiris and Hunt (1971) whose study examined
the "hame envirgnment® af infants ueing on observation |
procedure designed to assess several kinds of stimulation.
They related each kind of stimulatinn to cognitive development
measured on a Piagetian scale and found import{ant relationships
between home environment and cognitive development in infants

as young as seven months of age,

Walberg's and Maryoribsnk's (1973), study was employed
to measure homg enviroenment in relation to verbal ability
among boys. The study was conducted by interviewing eighty-five
parents of eleven year old boys. The result was that the
score on home envircnment was a hetter predictor of boys
verbal and numerical abilitles than the social economic status
variables. Alsp Elardo, Bradley and Coldwell (1975) wark

revealed that the correlations between infants' home enviranment

PR RN o e
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and mental test performances were twice as much as the

magnitude of those derived from infant development.

Also, from ancther longitudinal study made on the
relationship between infants home environments and language
development at age three, Caldwell, Heider and Kaplan (19686)
concluded that mothers emotional responsiveness and involvement
with child's environmental tools, useful in directing language
related abilities, were more strongly related to language than

others.

Comparing the intellectual performances, sdaptations
and competences in early childhood of children raised by the
community (egkitzbut) in one of the Russian cities Levy-Shiff
(1983) reports that children of the family environment do
conform and excel individual and mare intellectual tasks than
those raised by the community. He alsp indicates that the
child with two parents has his task oriented activity
surrounded with the maternal wermth designed te reinforce

achievement and growth.

Willerman (1979) speculates that parents influence the
intellectual development{ of their children by heredity and
environmentally., This was obtained fram the results of his
correlational study between genetical and environmental
factors as determinants of I.{. in children. The study

reveals that environmental correlations asre not solely



environmental but confounded heredity. It was therefore
concluded that while gond home environment has significant
effects on intelligence, the genetic factors play an
impartant role in limitating the extent to which individuals
will respond to improvement in their environment. Willerman
is then convinced that since his study does nat demonstrate
that environmentzl influences alone are responsible for the
strong correlation observed, so, it may be assumed that more
intelligent parents are likely t0 provide intellectually more
stimulating home envirocnments. But, that is only possible if
the intelligent parents are of closely knitted family (that

is intact family).

It is warth noting that despite the fact that there is
a need to maintain marriages intact, there may also be a need
to separate marriages. The phenomenon of marital separation
12 as ald as the marriage institution itself, Whatever the
reason other than death, separation is of different types.
In whatever forms it occurs the difference is viewed in the
era which the separation tskes place, the culture within
which the sepasrated persons live and the degree ta which the
separated resist the impact of the parting. Taking for
example, divorce as one form of separation, it is conceptualized
@8 a crisis in gne society, as a method of solving some
problems in another society while it is regarded as a life-style
in some other societies. Citing Cohen (1970) far instance,
in his study of marrisge among the Kanuri tribe in Borno,
Nigeria; Cohen discovered that divorce is nothing to the HMenuri
man and woman since, they believe that it is through many trlals

of marriages that one finds the most suitable life partner.



Highlighting furthermore in his thenry of divorce
Goode (1976) gives the view that divorce was seen as a sin or
moral failure in the Western culture during the first century
ef ter Christ Birth and was regerded as a strong soeial

deviation while today we see it as an Index of social change.

Bohannah (1980) sees divorce as a legal rather than a
psychological concept whlich is as a process of changing the
legal obligation and previleges of a man and a woman towards
cne ancther, It is simply a way of permitting them ranges
on a promise of relating them from commitment. As such, just
as the process of marriage contraction, marital sepsration too,
is deeply concerned with individuals and their immediate
familiar groups. It has implicetions culturslly, legally,
religiously and socially. It is on this ground that this
study is to teke a look at the course of marital separastion
and whether it has a potential impact an children's educational
performance in the primary school, It is also supported with

reviews of empirical generalizations of different findings.

1.4 The Problem of the Study

Since it is conceived that marital separation is an
index of social change, just as it affects the couple of the
marriage so does it affect their children somehow. Some
studies have been undertaken to find the effects of marital
bresk-up in different nations (Kepart 1966 and Bonman 1978).
What this study intends te find out is the effects of mariteal
separation on the scademic achievement of children. The study

focuses attention aon the children whose parents have separated
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by divorce, separated due to occupational differences and
on the children of the spouses who are separated due to’

unresclved conflicts,

1.5 Significance of the Study

The expectatione of our family set up today is to
nurture a child to form a behaviour pattern that is socially,
emotionally and intellectually acceptable in the society.
Marital separation is one social deviation that has effects
en an individual and on the family as s group. It is,
therefore, optimistically hoped that a study of this nature
will furnish some valuable information on the importance of
adjusting toc marital separation so that it won't undermine

the educetionsl progress of our children.

1.6 The Research Questians

The influence of the hope background and especislly
that of parental separstion upon the school performance of
8 child, has been a familiar theme in most educational articles.
Such as those found in educational journals, conference

presentations or lectures and the like,

It is in respect of these bindings that the following
questions are set to be snswered by the study:
i. Is there any difference in school performance between
children of the separated and those of the non-separated?
1i. Is there any difference in school perfarmance between

boys and girls of the separated?
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i1i. Does the spcio-economic stetus of a parent affect
the school performance of a child?

iv. UWhet is the performance of a child who separated
from its father for 1 - 3 years?

Ve What is the performance of a child who sepasrated f'ruml
its mother for 1 - 3 years?

vi. What is the performance of a child who seperated from
one of its parents for over 3 yegrs?

-

1«7 Hypothess of the Study

Quite a numher of different marriages exist in the
Nigerian society and 80 are the different forms of separations.
Taken that separation can have positive and negative effects
on the academic achievement of the children involved; this
study aims at examining the atatistical facts that may be
svailable in the prablem. So, to answer the research guestions,

the following hypotheses will be tested:

i. There is no significent difference betwesn children
of the separated and the non-separated spouses, in
their academic achievement.

ii, There is no significant difference between boyas and
girls of the separated spouses, in their academic |
achievement.

iii. There is no significant difference hetween the
children of the separsted of the low or high socio-

economic status, in their academic achievemgnt.
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iv. There is no significant difference in academic
achievement of children who separated from their
fathers for 1 - 3 years.

v, There is no significant difference in the academic
achievement of children who sepsrated from their
mothers for 1 - 3 years.

vi, There is no significant difference in the academic
achievement of children who sepasrated from asnyone of

the parents for over 3 years.

1.8 Basic Assumptions

An gbservation is said to be one source of setting an
inference to a research issue, while this study is being

carried out the following assumptions are supposedly made:

i. That there are guite a number of primary school
children who come from separated homes {(broken homes).

ii. That the incident of marital seperation has more
effects on a child's academic achievement than any
other type of sepsration.

iii. That boys from separated homes perform academically
better than their girls counterparts.

iv. That father - absence has more effects on child's
academic performance than mother - absence.

Ve That the first 3 years of perents marital separation
has more effects on children's scademic performance

than period exceeding it.
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1.9 Limitations of the Study

Many schools exist in Nigeria and these schools
operate under different conditions. This study is limitated
to only six selected schools in Zaria town, and to those

school children whose parents have separated martially.

1.0 Symmary

Chepter one abave has thrown same light on the concept
of marriage in relation to Home Environment and its importance
to the development of children. Alsc an attempt has been
made to explain marital breakage as an inevitable event that
can storm any form of marriage at anytime, In view of that,
some research questions, hypotheses and a few assumptions
have been drawn as quidelines for the researcher to find out
the effecté?&arital separation on the academic achievement

of children in primary school.
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Chapter 2

2.1 Introduction

This study is teking separation as a general term used
in marital bresk-up, divorce and the like, The literature

review is going to look into the fallowing:

- Concept of maritalﬁ?eparatiun and divorce

- Rabesof divorce

- Causes of divorce

- Genergl effects of marital separation on the

development of children.

- The effects of marital separatian an the social
development of children.

- Effects of marital separstion on the scademic
performance of children. That will be followed by the

summary of the whale chgpter.

Bohannah (1970) describes separation as that situation
where marital partners are living apart by choice. He further
explains that the legal separation is the court ordered
separation in which couple are directed to live spart and it
is the court that specifies conditions under which agreement
will exist. Since there is no way of knqying whether couples
will resume living together or they will ﬁuntinue on in
suspended marriage; Schesinger (1978) terms separation to be

either temporary or permanent.

The temporary separation is that.situatiun when the

intimacy of two spouses is no more continuing but, the marriage
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is atill technicselly intact and the fatade of matrimony is
maintalned. The obligation to support the family by the
husband remains, if he can be found; where the couple cannot
resolve the gonflict that led %o the separatiun then permanent

separation (usually divorce) is the conseguence.

Schesinger (op. cit) continues to cite three types of
separations that are within permanent and temporary separations.
The first type of separation, is a substitute for divorce but
cauple asre not allowed to live together. UWhen the conflict
far this ceouple is resclved only by tesmporary separations
which may become indefinite. The secand type of sepsration is
g8 preliminary to divarce. After the decisian is made for the

couple to separate while proceding with divorce process.

Separation of the third kind is the desertion, by one
of the spouses. Desertion like separation, is not officially
recorded unless the deserted partner, usually the wife, spplies
far the public assistance or for a court order and this usually
results in divorce since deserticn is one ground that the court

can offer a divorce for.

Goode's (1976), own concept aof separation refers to a
procese rather than any situation. To him itfi;'é process
of alleviating severe conflicts or a move towards s total
marital break-up. He maintains that separation does not
necessarily imply that the spouses have to live gpart and
in his own support to Goode's, Leslie (1976) guotes the
bureau of the census statement which states that "maritpl

separation® includes;:- " .
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i. Couples with legal separation.
ii. Those with intentions of obtaining a divorce.
i11. And, other persons who are permanently or temporarily

enstrangled from their spouses because nf some discord.

Goode (op~cit) went on further to explain that marital
separation is the social improvisetian inp an ill-defined
situation where both parties have all the dutles of parenthood
and spousehood, He then concludes by saying that separation

is the process in two dividing line "BEFORE and 'AFTER' divorce.

Levy (1949) poused his own definition of divorce as an
institutionalized element of kinship system or rather a kind
of escape mechanisms built into family systems to permit

individuals to survive the pressures of the set system,

Bowman and associstes (1976) view divorce as a symptom
or effect of failure of the marriesge to function well, rather
than a cause of marriage hreak-up. They re-afirm further that
it is rare for a single incident to leesd to divorce but,
however it is spiraling effect of operation in which the
marital probiems accelerste and begin to touch all parts of
the relationship. At this point one or both spouses may
crogs the "threshold" that mskes them candidates for diwrce.
In typical case, divorce is preceded by separation in meny
relationships. There are serles of sepsrations with one spouse
or the other walking out, coming back and sometimes this going
is good to the relationship. Also this shows that separation
is resally the event which signifies the beginning of the
transition to the world of the formerly married, only formality

af ter different separation.

e
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with reference to children Hetherington (1979) sees
divarce as a sequence of experiences involving a transition
in the lives of children from the family situation before
divorce to the diseguilibrium and disorganization assoclated

with separation and divorce.

2.2 The Concept of Djvorce (Separation)

Having gone far in the studies of divorce Goode (1976)
ventured to postulste a theory of divorce by stating that
divorce is a concept used as an index of interpersonal strain

in the socigl structure; that is why there are:

i. Strongly marsl prescriptions against it.

ii. There seems some interesting ramification (resemblance,
branches) on both psychodynamic and socio-structural
levels,

iii, In spite of the moral prescriptions the rate of divorce
continues to be a mass phenamenon.

iv. Although divorce is regarded as & soclal deviation in
certain respects it ls not like crime gr Jevenile
delinquency, treason rather it has always been viewed
as a potentially institutlonalized element during the

days of some historical great cultures.

On the above, Goode cited many great ancient nations to which
his concepts practically applied. Ffor instance, under
Christianity (the 10 century A.D.) divorce wes eventually

aholished, for marriage was regarded as sacramental in nature,
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hence it was dissoluble only through death. B8ut, it was
later thought that under certain congditions marriage life
becomes intolerable therefpre the ecclisiastical courts
granted limited divorce, which permitted the gspouses to live
gpart but not to remarry. This was agsin refarmed in the
doeminion of the protestants who permitted the diasolution of
marriages and remarriages but only on very serious graunds

(Kephart 1972).

The same author indicates that during the eleventh
century (11th century A.D.) Hebrews of the ancient Israelites,
practically gave divorce by repudiation which limited the
husbands to do that only by showing good causes to the
rabbinical court., About the same time the Italians, the
Spanish, the Irish and Portuguese admitted what they called
"Mensa at thoro" (partial divorce) which is equsl to judicial
separation and this system leaves the parties still married
but separated.

In Frence, the dimension was for the woman to remain
gway from the matrimonial home and for the husband to
introduce a concubine in the home to substitute the wife,
Under Frederich II (1791-94) in Germany divorce was allowed
for adultery, cruelty asnd desertion under the statutory basis

pravided that there were no children for the marriage.

In Japan under the old laws of Horei (18968) divorce
was permitted by mitual consent for three years of unexplained
absence of the man end if he wes to be found imprisonment was

his punishment.

«
24
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2.3 Rates of Divorce (Separation)

In the early, Raman Catholic doctrines it was believed
that restrictions on divorce would result in low rate aof
marital instability but the reverse was the case, inatead,
there were many annulment, separations and desertion which
signified a total picture of marital instability. To that
effect therefore, no exact figure had been given by any nation
on the number of divorces occuring at a given time per given
population. Nevertheless, substantial amount of cohort
motarlity was given by Burgess and Locke (1945) who estimated
that under the family system of Japan there were approximately

367 divorces to 1,000 marriages.

In Europe and America after the world war two divarce
rate took a sharp upward turn owing to bresk-up of many
marriages., It wes however, noted that death dissolved more
marriages than any marital crisis. By 1977 the level of
divorce reached the ratio of one divorce to everyone and half

{1: %) weddings.

Fadeye (1986) made an observation in Lagos, Nigeria and
reports that divorce rate has clocked to a ratio of 131 if not
lesas than that especially where the polygamous type of marriages
and marital dissplutions are to be considered. He cites an
example of a polygamous system of marriage in the country where
it is possible for a man to marry two wives or more in cne day

and he can equslly divorce the two on the same day.
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2.4 Causes af Divorce

Many authors are of the view that causes of marital
separations can equally teregarded as tauses of death or crime
in the society. Goode (1956) autlines that divorce cause can
be identified firstly, as causes from the complalints and
secondly, as a simple resultant of personality failure in

baving similar notions between spouses.

Quoting Goode's record Bowman et. al. (1978) enlist the
following complaeints themes which were used as grounds for

terminating marriages in the United States by women.

Complaint Themes Hesp%naea Reéﬁunded
Non-support 13 33
Authority 12 ‘ 31
Complex 12 20
Drinking 12 29
Pergonality 11 25
Home life 9 21
Value ' 8 20

Consummatien of marriage 8 16
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Complaint Themes Reaﬁ%nses Resﬁ%nded
Triangle 6 12
Miscellaneous 4 8
ODegertion 3 &
Relations 2

Source: Goode, T,W, (1956) After Divorce the free press
Corporation,

Further detalls on grounds for marital separations come
from Cohen (1970) who categorizes his divorce reasons which
was laid to him by Kanuri men and women of Borno, Nigeria,
For the men Cohen records that: Not respectful, lack of women
skill, adultery, stealing, lesbianism, cu-wife jealousy,
conflict making and being proud in the hut (sexual refusal) by
a wife are reasons enough that can earn her a diwrce. Ffor
the woman, he states that a wife seeks for divorce fram her
husband if he is non-supportive; other reasons are low-income
br socic-economic status, failure to pay bride price and
problems that are connected with urbanization. This wss
because Cohen was able tD get a statistical correlations of

high and low among these tbhree variables.

From Mahabe (1980) the following in-sights was highlighted
that divorce was at a higher rate in areas where more economic

opportunities are available for wamen,
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Mogkoff (1983) from U.S.5.R. reports that alcoholiam,
adultery, and incompstibility of charecters ere the major
causes of divorce. Along with these are alsp the problems
of urbanization, changing roles of women, extended family
settings, housing problems as well as the role of women as

numerical equal participants in the labour foree.

2.5 The Effects of Marital Separatian an
the General Development of Children

The impact of marital sepsration on children can be
seen as a sequence of experiences rather than a single event
which involves transitior in the lives of children. It has
Ithe positive and negative effects both of which can be
important factors in the development of children. Just as
Burnside et. al. (1979) put it, they said that divorce reduces
competitiveness among children. For instance, siblings mobilize
themselves and help one snother, some children, however complain
of physical ailments, because preoccupation with the home, or
engage in =scting-out behaviour, There is less anxiety after a
divorce when the parents relationship made a child's life

unbearable,

Wallerstein and Kelly (1965) provide the information
that children from father sbsent homes gppear to represent
@ high~risk group for such sociasl and psychological problems
as delinguency and criminal behaviour. This was confirmed
later by Bart et. al. (1967) who specify thet in the case of

delinquency the high-risk is associsted with broken homes
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resulting from divorce rather than broken homes resulting

from death.

Michael {(1961) and Siegman (1966) report that a four
year old child was found to be more parental disobedience
more likelihood of inflicting property damage, and drinking
after one year of parents diverce., Later at twelve to
fifteen years old he is described to be of less self-controlled,
more impulsive and less able to delay immediate gratificatien,
This indicates that the pattern af a child of separated spouses,
changes from being negative to pasrents or caretaker to self-
mishehaviour at a lateyr sge., It also implies that marital
separation has destructive effects on family as a grouwp as

well as on the child as individual.

In a community mental health centre, Wallerstein and
Kelly (1975) carried out a stddy on the effects of parental
dessension and divorce on children in accordance with stages
of development. For a toddler, his responses to the break-up
of his family, is shown by the signs and symptams of loss of
toilet training, increased irritability and acute anxiety.
3% to 4% (a pre-school child) year old child exhibits the signs

of freight, eonfusion and sadness.

A child of 5 years old shows the signs ef heightened
anxiety and aggressiveness and he does not seem to have a
reasonable understanding of divorce related changes. Cohen (1967)
in the study he conducted in Borno and amongst the Kanuri
ado lescent children, found out that those adolescent children

whose parents were separated, were said to be under the custody
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of their male parents or with relations of thair fathers.

Cohen's work reveals the following findings:-

i. That the urban adolescents tend to be problematic
with their fathers and brothers than their rural
counterpaerts.

ii. That health, physical and social problems of the
adolescents in rural melius are much more serious than
those of their mates in the urban areas.

iii. That boys are more maladjusted at home than girls,
while the girls are more promiscious outside home.

iv. That the health and physicesl problems are more common
and more serious with early adolescents than those of
late mdolescents.

Ve That the adolescents financial needs of the urhan
youths are higher than the needs of the rursl youths.

vi. That the adonlescent boys needs for fimancial assistance
are much more pressing than the girls needs.

vii. That late adolescents are less adjusted at home than
the early sdolescents. Cohen attributes the casual
factors of these lack of guidance programme from the

saociety.

Landis and Nye (1960) came to a caonclusion after
comparing the behaviours of children from broken and those
from unhappy unbroken homes that it appears children from unhappy
unbroken homes, have the higher rate of personazlity problems

such as psychosomatic illness, delinguent behaviour and
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maladjustment te parents thsn children from broken homes.
Although they made the assertion that both children from
these two different nomes, have evidence of many personality
similarities. But on majority of items, children from
unheppy ~ unbroken homes had the poorest showing of all.
Besides, these children alsp differ a bit with respect %o

edjustment in school, church or indelinguent opinions.

2.6 The Effects of Marital Separation on Social
Development of Children

The social relationships between parents and children
in separated familieg seems to be pertly a function of
individual adjustment to stress and tension, It is possible
to say that separated (divorced) parents utilize socialization
practices that are less effective then those utilized in
intact families. This evidence is seen in Hetherington gt. al.
(1979) work, in which they clte practices such as late mesl
taking and et irregular times, parents (especially mothers)
not taking meals with children; irregular bed times for
children and no bedtime stories to children as factors
sufficient in mgking their children to be late to school.
Other practices that parents exhibited are inability of-pererts
to respond to the problems of their children when the children
most need parental attention. To this the authors explain
that it is because parents are at times more concerned with
their own anxieties, anger and hurt they cannot efficiently

deal with those of their children. All these behaviour
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pattern is sesid to be high in either parents during the

first yesr of saparatin;;iékes up another dimension in the
secand year, uWwhile fathers become lesa available for their
children in the home, mothers exhibit the tendencies of heing
leas warm and less affectionate with their children in the
home, and show lack of control over their children. They
alsp communicate less, interact less and are inconsistent in
discipline. Such behaviour pattern was ssid to result in
making the children to be more nagging, whinning, to make

dependency demands and especially show some incidence of

sgressiveness.

McCords and Thurber (1962) had found that boys in absent
father homes tended to show extremes agreessiveness coupled
with dependency on adults and homesexual tendencies, both of
which are seen as inconsigtent with sppropriate sex-typed

behaviour, and this was found in boys of 8 - 7 years old.

Undertaking an investigation of broken homes for negroes
whose households were headed by mothers alone, Parker and Kleiner
(1966) discovered that the single mothers' psychological
mal adjustment and less involvement in their sons' self and
hypothesized aspirations, has implications for the achievement

of such sons,

Weiss (1975) describes the pesition af a child ef
divorced parents as somewhat skin to three horse term. That
such a child is pulled now in one direction, shother as it
sttempts to accommodate itself to the movementis of the other

two horses. The child is turned between conflicting



28

loyalties. It is difficult to understand or cooperate with
two people who are at odds and do not understand each other.
If a child lives with each parent at different times, neither
home provides preparation for living on the other for that
child, In such a case if there is learning in the direction
of one parent, and especially if there is an inclination to
blame the other, there may be conflicts and disappointment.
The child feels insecuredand exhbibits compensatary behaviaur.
On the other hand, for a child living in security and harmony
with one parent and the other parent at the other angle is
giving support and cooperation, the child of such divorced
parents may be well adjusted. Therefore, to Weiss, the
question of maladjustment behaviour In a child does not arise
Just because its parents are divorced but, because there is an
atmosphere of continuous insecurity and conflicts between the

two parents whether intact or spart.

Weiss (1975) his idea was similar to Toomin (1974) but in
conclusion Toomin enumerated some factors which she found out
to have been resulted due tao loss of ane parent causedbv

marital separation., These factors are as follows:-

i. Loss of faith and trust in their parent especially
the one that is apart.

ii, Loss of the pre-divorce mother or father that is out
of sight, which is changing the child's life,

iii, Loss of child-mother-father relationship.
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iv, Loss of enviranmentsl supports such as chaflging -
resident, school or moving to uncondusive location

like a noilsy place or physically hazardous site,

S0, here the child is in a fix, He ig left with an
imagined lost parent and the reality of the custodian parent

wha is now slone.

2.7 E&Effects of Marital Sepsrations on_ the
Children'’s Academic Performance

There has been no direct relationship between the concept
of marital separation and the educationsl achievement of an
individual in all the research findings that have revealed.
What are avalilable arg a number of some kinds of parentzal
social and emotional behaviour patterns and some laoss of
environmental amenities that seem to be quite predictive of

affecting the school performance of an individusi.

For instance, Skeels (1966), whose work was ta find
out the effect of environmental loss (deprivation) when ane
of the psrents leavesss against a more desirable settings where
he will miss his genetal parents care. It was however,
discovered that the placling of a child in better and more
favourite surrounding enhances and has a tremendous tconsequence

on future intellectual attainments of the child.
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This was later confirmed in the study conducted by
Schiff et. sl. (1978) whose design was to try adopted children
reared in high~economic environments and their counterparts
of these children who had to stay with their biological mothers
living in & low~class socig-economic conditions. From this
work it was revealed that the adopted scored on average of I.(Q.
of 110.6 while the non-adopted scored had an average 94,7
score anly, This same difference was observed for scheol
performahice, 1t was also realized thet about 87% of the adopted
thildren were successful as against 45% of the children who
were brought up by their natural parents. A&lthough the
implication for this finding emphasizes the importance of well
provided or improved environment as the relevant factor to
school achievement or fallure, it is alsc poesible to say that
a child of divorced parents, can as well perform better with
anyone of his single parent provided the environment permits
that than to a child who lives with both parents and with

poor environment,

Earlier Steinzor (1969) made a speculation that the
failure of parents to clarify their reasons for divorce
creates extreme confusion for the child and that sets a stage
for prolenged family tension. He, therefore, advocates to
separating perents to explain to their children that their
separation is for the purpose of meking everyone in the family
happlier but that both parents should continue to be parents
even if they no longer are husband and wife. 5teinzor puts

the suggestions following a set of findings he attained after
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making a survey on the effects of divorce on sex-typing. The
study indicates that if a boy is separated from his father at
his early stage of life, there occurs some drastic effects
which may very much affect his future achievements. The

author is convinced that as the boy grows older these effects
may decrease especislly if the other melius outside the home
contribute positively to his development. But, if the agencies
outside the home fail to contribute positively towards his
proper development, the boy ends up becoming a social misfit,
school drop-out, delinguent behaviours and some unsavory

characters.

A number of practices such as late and irregular meal
takings, irregular bed-times and having no bed-time stories
provided to pre-school children by mothers during the first
year of divorce, are said to result in making the child late
to school. (hetherington 1979). Of course, it means a lot
for a child to always come to school late. These discoveries
paved further explanation to Hetherington et. al. (1986)
in their investigation which was to test the I.Q. scores of

pre-school children whose parents were separated maritally.

Hetherington et. al. used the Weihster pre-school and
primary scale of intelligence (WPPS); the Matching Familiar
Figures Test (MFT) and the Embedded Figure Test (EFT) to
analyse their findings according to the age of separation of
parents; at four months, one year and two years of separation
respectively. Testing the children at three different phases

of time, the authors came out with the following results.
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The results indicated that there was no evidence af
differences in I.Q. scores at tws to four months of parents
divorce. The same outcome emerged at the period of one year
post-divorce, However, by two years post-divarce the children
of intact families scored significantly higher orn performance .

of I.{. than those of separated families.

On the sother hand (Hetherington et. al.ap-cit) used parental
variables that are more related to these cognitive differences.
For instance, it was revealed that mothers' inconsistency, lack
of control over the children and disorganized households at
two months post-divorce were predictive of impulsivility,
inattentiveness and high distractibility at one year were
predictive of decrement on performance af I.(. scales at two.
further assertion discovered in this study was lack of control.
Maternal control and family disorganization could result in -
boys to be more inattentive and distractive than the girls and

this could consequently lead to the child's poor performance.

Harmon (1959) recognizes divorce as the replacement of
death as the chief cause of broken homes, She identifies
effects of divorce on Home Economics girls by stating that the
effects vary greatly with individual student. However, she
discovers commonly amongst them that - some regarded divorce
to represent a satisfying release from intolerable situation.
To others divorce is not a calamity but it is the marriage
itself that has utterly failed. Yet to some it is a shocking

situation which came abruptly and unexpected and to a
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relationship they never doubted. From these she enlists the
following academic failure for high grades pupils, that

emerged in them as a result of their parents sepsration:-

i. The girls grades drop.

ii. They tend to conflict amongst their fellows.

iii, Their health may be impaired.

iv. Emational confusion develops e.g. untruthfulness,
shyness, discourtesy, they lose self-confidence,
chnage living conditions etc.

Ve They experience some ecanomical insecurity and greater
home responsibilities.

vi, They exhibit some indisciplinary act and religiocus

conflicts.

2.8 Summary

What has been revealed in the literature above includes
the concepts marital separation and divorce as viewed by

different cultures throughout the history of mankind.

Other reﬁiewa here are rates of divorce, causes of
tivorce and the effects of marital separation on the child's
social, emotional, physicael, intellectusl and academic
achlevement. On the later, the review indicates that the
child schocl attalnment is not directly caused by its parents
separation but that it is the parents changes in behaviour at

post-divorce, that is transformed into the child, thereby



~ his school work.

; ﬁg;;i Another fect revesled here is that the ebsence or loss
;"ﬁgaffuna of the'parenta creates some lcsses in certain
.u‘“{Fﬂﬂya negative attitudes towards school work. Algo, indicated
e o

{“1¥%nhara are the loss of some ervircnmental facilities trom the
child's former home as a result of his parents separatinn,

This is said t> have some significant effects on the child's

school performance.
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Chapter 3

METHOD OF RESEARCH

3.1 Introduction

This study was designed to find out the effects of
parent-child separation on academic performance of primary
school. Children, It invalves the interpretation of
performance scores of a chosen group of subjects who were

ldentified to have come from marital broken homes.

3.2 Population

The study covers a population of seven hundred and
Fifty (750) children who are puplls of primary four and five;
drawn from six selected schools in three districts of Zaria
town. The districts are namely, Gyellesu/Tudun-uwada,

Sabon-Gari and Samaru.

.

3.3 Ssmple and Sampling

The sample is selected From the above described
population. It constitutes boys and girls whose asges range
from 8, 9, 10 and 11 years. These are separated from one
parent due te divorce, nature of perents job or separated
due to unresclved conflicts between the parents.

The selection of the schools fram which the subjects
were drawn, was based on the assumption that these subjects
would represent the three levels of socio-economic statuses
variations in school fees charged by each schoel, For example,
in the L.E.A, Primary Schools no fees is charged, 1In the
S5taff Schools a moderate amount of #50 is charged while in

Zaria Children angd Therbow Schools the sum of #90 - #4300 is
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charged per term for a child who 1s in Nursery and Primary
levels respectively.

A stratification method was used in the selection of
the sample of the study. That is, a guestionnaire form was
specially designed to identify the test sample out of the
total population of the study; and it is the test-group
performance score, that was compared against the performance
score of the criterion group.

The subject age rarges restricted to the age of 8 - 41
years with the precaution to avoid adolescence age. This is
because there may be other factors that are very peculiar
to adolescent stage only, and that adolescents may not want
to reveal certain information., For example, an adolescent
child may refuse to reveal that he is coming from a broken-
hame, for that may seem to him as too ‘private’ or too

'personal' an information to give out,

Table 3.1: Age Caetegory of Respondents.

Age in Years Frequency Percentage
9 140 36.8

10 136 35.8

11 : o0 23.7

12 10 2.8

13 3 0.8

14 1 0.3
Total 380 100

Table 3.1 above indicates the age level of the respondenis.
It shows that the apges range from 9 - 14 years and the majority
of 140 (36.8%) candidates were of age 9 while 136 (35.5%) fell
within the range of 10 years. 90 (23.7%) were age 11 and the
remaining 10 (2.6%), 3 (0.8%) and 1 (0.3%) fell within the age
range of 12, 13 and 14 years respectively.
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3.4 Instrumentation

The instruments used for the collection of information

in this study are of three types; these include:

i.
ii.

1ii,

Two types of guestionnaire forms

fRecord of exemination scores

Interviews.

The Questionnaire: Two types of questionneire forms

are designed for use. They are titled:

a)

b

Form A: Thisg form is for the identification of the
subjects as children elther from broken homes or not.
A lot of the questions in this form require subjects
tn reveal his/her biodat®s while there are questions
which seek for the present marital and socio-economic
status of the parents. The last few guestions also
require to know the length of period the child's

parents have separated. (See appendix A).

Form 8: Form B is designed to seek for further

information about esch of the subject from the class
teacher. Some of the guestions aimed at getting
information on the behaviocur patterns of the child
towards the schaol, the classroom work and ather
school performance in general. For instance, the
child's attitudes towards his school work, his

classmates and his sex types. A few of the questions
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are designed to find out punctuslity to school,
whether the child is attentive, or he withdraws
from discussions. Whether he is a day-dreamer,
an aggressive chilc or he shows some indifference
to certain subjects or not ete. This method of
measurement is adopted from Rutter (1967) who
developed s short scale of maladjustment by means
of which teachers can readily identify anti-social
and neutrotic behaviour in children. Rutter too,
borrowed the idea from Wichman (1928) and Hollins
{1955) who showed that teachers can perceive a
child!s problems by clustering the factors, One
of those clustering of problems is those relating
to classroom behaviour in connection with the
learning processes such as inattentiveness,
withdrawal to discussions or lectures in the

class, etc. (See Appendix B8).

Examination Scores: A list of examinatlon scores for

each subject (child of the study) and the total for three
terms, was collected. This exsmination score was the
main measuring instrument which the study relied upon.
Along with the subjects performance scores there were
scores of their counterparts who were coming froem non-

broken homes, this was for comparison purpose.
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3. Interview: Some few parents of the subjects were
interviewed to testify whether the information given by
the child/mard, was true., BHesides, some guestions were
posed to find out from the parents about the child's
attitudes towards schaol work and to find out how
satisfied the parent/guardian was with the child's

school performance.

3.5 Pilot Study

A pilot study was carried ocut to test whether the
ingtruments are relisble and valid enough to reveal some
valuable data and the result is as thus: The draft questionnaire
was made up of two sections. Section one, relates to personal
information agbout the respondents while section two tagged
Form B consisted statements to be checklisted by the teachers

aof the respondents.

To establisgh the internal validity of the questionnaire,
a pilot study was conducted on thirty three pupils made up
of thirteen males and twenty females selected at random from
two primary schools in Zaria who were not used as respondents

in the final study.

The respanses received from Form B (Teachers checklist)
of the questionnaire were analysed to find out if the items
were discriminatory enough. It was however, discovered thet
all the items were related to pupils! feelings and were

suitable to establish internal validity. (See Appendix C).
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3.6 The S5tudy Procedure

Activities invelved in garrying out this study, are as

follows:-

a) Administering form A (Appendix A) gquestionnaire in the
six selected schools. This was done by the researcher
along with the class teachers of the classes of pupils
that are of appropriste age group required for the study.
It was to identify the sample from the ogverall population.

b) Following next was collecting sample's examination scores
for the academic year 1991. The researcher also collected
the exam scores of pupils from non-separated familieis.
This was used for comparison with that of the sample.

c) Another exercise conducted by the researcher was
administering Form 8 (Teachers' checkliste) guestionnaire

which was filled by the class teachers of the subjects.

3.7 Methad of Data Analysis

The t-test and one-way analysis variance (ANDVA) were
the two statistical methods used to analyse the data gbtained
in this study. The t-test analysis was used in order to
enable the reseasrcher to know whether or not there exists some
differences between the means of anyone of the two groups of
sample., That is to say, Academic Achievement and the marriage

status, Academic Achievement and the Income groups etc, The
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enalysis of variance method of measurement was used to compare
the sample means between and within the groups of the whole
papulation. ¥for example, analysig of variance on academic
achievement and income groups; Academic Achievement and Parent
Separatien from 1 - 3 years, Academic Achievementi and Parentis

separation from 3 - 6 years.

3.8 Summary

In this chapter a brief highlight of the methodalogy
used for the study has been given. Total population was
indicated end it was from the population that the "Sample"
was drawn. Included alst was the description of the
ingtruments and the way they were administered; and was finally
followed by the types of statistical method used in analysing

the results of the study.
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Chapter & .
 RESULTS

La1 Introduction

This study was set to find out whether or not the absence
of one parent in the house due to marital separation/divorce,
has any effect on the academic performance of a child in
schonl. It is for this purpose that this chapter carries the
repart and analysis of the results obtained fram the
guestionnaires administered.

Two sets of questionnaire forms were administered, one
'Form A' and the other 'Form B'. ‘Form A! was administered
to the pupils while 'Form B' was administered to the teachers
of the pupils in the sample. Included on the forms for the
analyels was the examination grade scored by the puplils at the

end of 1991 school seasion.
Section A: Data Analysis: Incidental findings.

Table 4,1: Distribution and Returns of the Questionnaire

Farms,
Variable Frequency Percentage
Number of issued out 750 100
Number returned 722 96.3
lumber not returned 28 | 3.7
Number nullified . a6 9.1
Separated 190 29

Non-Separated | bbb 71
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4,2: Sex Distribution of the Respondents.

Variable Frequency Percentage
(Separated)

Male 85 22.368
Female - 105 25.632
(Non-Beparated)

Male ' 104 27. 368
Female 86 22.632
Total 380 100.00

The table on sex distribution shows that 85 (22.4%) amongst
the separated were male subjects with 105 (27.6%) as females.
From the non-separated about 104 (27.4%) were recorded to be
males while 86 (22.6%) were females. The table shows that
189 (49,7%) of the respondents were boys while 191 (S0. 3%)

were girls.

Table 4.3: Information about whom the Respondents reside
with in the Absence of one of the Parents (in
the case af the Separated ones).

Variable Frequency fercentage
Mother alone 88 Le. 31
Father alone 15 | 7.9
Mother and Stepmother 13 6.8
Father and Stepfather 8 4. 21
Relation 66 34,7

Total 190 100
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Table %3 above reveals wha amangst the parents of the
separated subjects, is taking care of the child. Indication
shows that 88 (46,31%) of them live with their mothers alone
while 13 (6.8%) and 8 (4.21%) live with mother and stepfather
or/and father and stepmother respectively. The remaining
66 (34.7%) have their relations as their custodians.

Table 4.4y Information about the Socio-Economic Status
of Parents.

Variable Freguency Percentage
(Separated)
Low 104 27. 4
High 86 22.6
(Non-Separated)
Low 126 36.0
High b4 16.0
Total 380 100

Table 4.4 shows the income groups of the respondents'
parents. 104 (27.4%) of the subjects of the separated have
come from low income while 86 (22.6%) were fram the high
income group. Among the non-separated 126 (36.0%) were
recorded to have come from the low income and only 64 (16%) were

from high income families.
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Table 4.5: Information about who pays their school fees,

variable ' Frequency Percentage
Father alone 206 54, 4
Mother alone 84 22.1
Relation | 90 23.5

Tahle 4,5 reveals who between the father and the mother
pays the ghild's school fees. As could be seen from the
ahove 206 (54.4%) of the subjects have their school fees being
paid by their fathers while 84 (22, 1%) incicated that it is
their mothers who carry that responsibility; as for the
remaining 90 (232.5%) have their relations paying it. A test
was conducted as to where there is a significant difference
between the achievement of the sepasrated and non-separated
groups of children.
Section B: OData Analysis on Hypotheses Tested.

Hypothesis 1; - was to test for the difference in

academic achievement between children of the separated and
non-sepgrated,

Table 4.6:; T-test for Difference in Academic Achievement
between children of the Separated and Non-

Separated.
T Two Failed
Variable N R S0 SE  Velue df propanility
Separated 50 32.62 6.159 4,480
_ 8.47 2.87 0.1300
Non-Separated 139 26.71 7.382 3.341

Signifigcant p / 0.05.

-
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When t-test was applied to test for the difference in
academic performance between children of the separated and
that of the non-separated the results showed some significant
difference and the Hypothesis was rejected.

Hypothesis 2¢ - was to find out whether s difference

exists between boys and girls of the separated spouses, in

their academic achievement. Here t-test was applied.

Table 4.7: T-test to test for difference in Academic
achievement between boys and girls of the

Separated.
Two Failed
Variable N X 8D SE Value df Prabability
Boys 55 30 6.6 6,140
L, 32 11.87 0.10%*
Girls 134 34,58 5,924 5.929

*Significant; P 0.05.

when t-test was applied it shows that there is a
significant difference snd the Hypothesis which states that
"there is no significant difference between boys and girls of
the separated spouses, in their academic achievement was

rejected.

Hyppthesis 3: A One-way analysis of variance was

carried out to test whether a difference exists in academic

performance between children of low and high income groups

of the sepsrated spouses. .



Table 4.8: One-Way Analysis of Variance on Academic
Achievement and Lhildren of low and high
Income groups of the Separated.

32:§§iig: df 55 MS f Prubeility
Between 2 2,686 1,342

56. 12 0.45"
within 186 4,448 23,92
Total 168 7,132

*Significant; P 0.05.

As shown in the table sbove the result was significant
and the hypothesis that states "there is no significant
difference between children of low and high income of the
separated spouses" was not accepted. However, further test
was performed to compare the academic performance of the
subjects according to the income groups of the separated
verses those of the non-separated spouses (i.e. income groups
1 and 2). Also tested was the performences of children of
the high income of the separated verses the ron-separated (i.e.

income group 2 and 3) added together.

Table 4.9: T-Test on Academic Achievement and Income
Group 1 and 2 added Together.

Source of T Two Failed
Variation N X S0 SE Value df Probability
Be tween 85 30.11 5.734 5,109

9.70 187 0. 15*
within 105 37.65 3,199 4,030

*8ignificent, P 0.05.
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Table 4,10¢ T-Test on Academic Achievement and Income
Group 2 and 3 added Together.

7 Two Failed
Variable N X gD St Value df Probability
High Income
(Separated) 50 28,22 2.627 5.129
6.51 187 0.07"

High Income
{Non-
Separated) 139 34,21 6.120 5,191

*Significant, ¢ 0.05.

When the academic performances of incame group 1 and 2
and income group 2 and 3 were compared using t-iest as seen
in tables 4. 4 and 4.5 above the results show some significant
differences. These further buttress why hypothesis three
which states that “there is no significant difference between
children of the separated spouses in their academic achievement"

was rejected,

Hypothesis 4: - was to find out whether a significant

difference exists in academic achievement of children of the
separated on missing the sight of their father for the period

of 1 - 3 years,
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Table 4. 11: One-uway Analysis of Variance of Academic
Achievement and Father Separation for 1 -

3 years.
Variable df Ss M5 f f « Prgbability
Performance 4 4,552 3.88 7.56

0. 14"

Age(1-3 years) 375 1.925 51.34

Total 379 2.081

*SGignificant P 0.0S.

When the academic achievement of children of’ the
separated was compared after three years of separation the
result was significant., That meang that when a child gets
geparated from his father for the first three years, there

seems to be some effects on his academic achievement.

Table 4.,12: One-Way Analysis of Variance of Academic
Achievement and Mother Separation for 1-3 Years.

Variable df 55 MS f f- Probability

Performance L 877.6 219 4.13
g.o05*

Age(1-3 Years) 375 1.993 53,1

*Significant F 0.05.

Another test of one-way of analysis was carried out
to find out whether 1 - 3 period of after separation with

mother, can affect the academic performance of a child., The
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result was significant and the hypothesis that “there
is no significant differenge in academic performance of
children after separation from his mother for 3 years" was

rejected.

Table &4. 13: Analysis of Variance of Academic Achievement
af 3 and sbove years of Separation with both

parents.
Variable df S5 MS f f-Probability
Perfoprmance 5 B63.6 172.7

3. 24 g.05~

Age(6-9 Years) 374 1.994 53,32

*Significant P 0.05.

Again snother anelysis of variasnce was applied to test
if a period exceeding 3 years of separation of parents can
affect their child's academic achievement in school. The
result was significant and therefore hynothesis six which
states that "there is mno significant difference in academic
echievement of a child whose parents got separated for over

3 years was rejected.
DISCUSSIONS

Mypothegisg 1

To test hypothesis 1, which states that "there is no
significant difference between the children of the Separated
and non-separated spouses, in their academic achievement,

T-test statistical analysis was used, The result abtained
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was that there is s significeant difference and this makes

the hypothesis te be rejected, For interpretation this

result could be related to Toomen's (1974) study in which

he enumerated some factors that are commonly found in a

child whose parents are maritally separated. Such factors
include loss of child/mother/father relationship, loss of
environmental supports and loss of faith/trust in oneself.

This same idea was taken up late hy Weiss (1975) who studied
the position of a child of divorced parents. Weliss described
the position of a divorced couples child as being caught in a
dividing and conflicting loyalties. This is because of the
difficulty the parents find in understanding each other. The
author concluded that as a result, there may often be conflicts
and disappointment which may make the child feel insecuresand
exhibits some maladjustment behaviours such as truancy, social,

mischievious delinquent behaviours and the like.

From this one can explain that the difference seen in
the acsdemic performance of the subjects of this study might
have originated from the above literature, It is explenatory
enough to be convinced that when a child looses such things
like parental love, affection, warmth, assurance and condusive
environment, he will be displaced in behaviour and once, he

is behaviourily displaced he will not positively perform well,

Hypothesig 2

This states that "there is no significant difference

between boys and girls of the sepsrated, in their academic
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achievement". The result indicates that there is a
significant difference. This can be referred tn McGords and
Thurber (1962) whose findipgs reported that boys in the
absent homes tended to show extreme aggressiveness coupled
with dependency on adults and homosexual tendencies both

of which are seen as inconsistent with appropriate sex-
typed behaviours. & similar finding to this is that of
éEeinznr (1969), which indicated that if a boy is separated
from his father at early stage of life, there occurs some
drastic effects that may very much affect his future
achievements. Steinzor, added that if the agencies outside
the home fail to contribute positively towards the child's
proper development, the boy ends up becoming a social misfit,
school dropout, delinguent behavinuré and may have some
unsavory characters.

Earlier Harmon (19%9) did identify the effegts of
divorce on girls to vary greatly with individuals. Amongst
the girls she (Harmon) studied, it was generalized that
their academic achievements were based on the types of
behaviour exhibited. Traits like creating conflicts among
fellows, impaired health, emptional confusion that led to
economic insecurity and religious conflicts constituted
some of the behaviours the girls exhibited.

Also, following this was the reports made by Hetherington
et. al. (1978) in their study of sex differences and
responses t0 divorce. They concluded that during the first
two years of parents divorce boys and girls got disturbed

o
[
B
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in social and emotinngl development. The authors lamented
that the boys became more pervasive and enduring to the
gsituation than the qirls shortly =fter. Houwever, where such
boys continue without improvement after two years of divarce,
such boys show high developmentzl deviations. Furthermore,
an inodications was noted that boys from divorced neuclear
families showed a higher rate of behavicur disorders and
problems in interpersonal relations in the home and in
school with teachers and peers.

In view of this it is possible to give the following
explanation - that the absence of one parent in the home
due to marital separation can affect children of both sexes
but in different dimensions, That the boys may behave
differently from the girls. for example, the hoy may develop
aggressiveness and unsavory characters such as bullying.

The girls may cause conflicts and may not have sound health,
All these are great attributes to academic set hack.

It is, therefore, possible to relate the result of this
study to the gbove literature. That a boy or a girl who
misses one of his/her parents through marital separation
(divorce), may develop some maladjusted behavigurs that may

result in her/him performing poorly in school.

Hypothesis 3

This hypothesis reads that "there is no significant
difference hetween the academic achievement of children of

the separated spouses and their soci-economic status". The
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importance of sound economic status to a family can not

be over emphasised. This is because poverty is known to be

a leading factor in the dissolution of marriage (Goode 1956
"Causes of divorce"). It is alsg stated that "pupils from
upper segment of socip-economic status achieve greater
academically than those from low segment (Curry 1962 in

Kumo 1991). From Aboyade (1978) the following report was
made, that a significantly positive correlation exists

ﬁetween performence of puplls, their socio-economic backqround
and their psrental interaction.

Although this study is limited only to academic
achievement and separation of parents, it should be npted
that it is only when there is compatibility between parents
before wise decisions on uge of income can be taken towards
the education of their children. }i-

Another related review to this was from Sciff et. =al.
(1970) who studied adopted children raised in high economic
environment and their counterparts who gtayed with biological
mothers living in low gocio-economic conditions. It was
revealed that the sdopted children scoredI.4.of 110.6 while
the non-adopted children scored 94.7 anly. Also while 87%
of the adopted were successful in their future scademic
aspirations only 45% of the biologically brought up made any
higher achievements.

what Sciff and his associstes (op-cit) finding implies
here is that improved environment is relevant to school

achievements. This 1s to say thet the child of the separated
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can as well perform well as his counterparts from the

non-separated provided the environment is condusive,

Further illustration was given by Usman (1981) who
studied the economic status of families and the academic
achievements of secondary school students in Bauchi
(Nigeria). The author expresses the view that both low and
high income families can be compared becsuse each of them
operates at different levels or rather pollarized. He went
on to say that such a situation as separation does not make
any difference among femilies, what makes the difference is
the type of characteristics exhibited along the line with the
eituations. Perhaps what Usman is saying here is that
dif ference in income of @& family, can not solely affect the
cognitive performance of 2 child.

The last explanation gave rise to another test under
hypothesis 3. To examine whether differences exist between
children of low income grouﬁs of bath separated and
non-separated (inpome I and II), and their academic
achievements. The other test was that of high income groups
of the sepagrated and non-separated (income II and III).

When t-test was epplied in tables 4.4 and 4.5 respectively
the result was significant. 1In other words, what is being
indicated here is that whether there is separation or not
low income is low income and high income is high, each level
operates within its own boundary and the situations laid
upon each level. FfFor example, a family may be low

ecgnomically but may provide a very condusive atmosphere
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(environment) that may enhance the intellectual development
of its child, e.g. good feeding, warm affection and moral
encouragement from the parent/parents and the like. It

is also possible that a negative provision can be found in
the high income whether separated or nat,

However, the pointsg being emphasized here afe that,
when we compare the positively provided rich educationally
homeg background from the high and the low income groups, it
will be discovered that the high income family will provide
a better environment,

Nevertheless, a point of attentlaon here is that
although the social and economic factors are unexclusive
factors that imengely contribute to intellectual achievement
it should not be forgotten that there are other factors like
genetic, health and nutritional statuses that sre alse

inclusively relevant to academic perfarmance.

Hypothesis &4

This states that "there is no significant difference
in the academic achievement of children and father separation
for 1 - 3 years. The result was significant at P/ 0.05
level.

Invariably, this means that in the father - absent
separated home for a certain period of time such father
absence affects a child's academic performance in school.
Additional information to that respect was provided by

Wallerstain and Kelly (196%) who noted that children from
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father absent homes, sppear to represent a high risk group
for such social and psychological problems as delinguency
and criminal behaviour. This may lead to truancy,
aggressiveness and in attentiveness which are known to deter
academic progress., B8art-ell et. al. (1967) confirmed this
view by pointing out that the high risk of delinguency was
found more with children coming from broken homes presently
from divorce than broken homes as consequence of death.

The above discovery was later evidenced by Hetheringtaon
et. al.'s (1979) work which revealed that on separation
parents are st times more concerned with their own anxietles
anger and hurt that mskes them dnefficient to deal with
those of their children. All these behaviour pettern is
said to be high in either parents during the first year of
separation. But, after the first year, mothers exhibit the
tendencies of being less warm and less affectionate with
their children in the home, and show lack of control over
their children. They also communicate less, interact less
and are inconsistent in descipline. Such mothers behaviour
pattern was sald to result in mgking the children to be
more nagging, whinning, to make dependency demands and
especially show some incidence of aggressiveness. To this
situation, the avthor added that such unfulfilled expectations
from mather, significantly affects her children competences

in schonl.
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Hetherington (1986) took up annther survey to
investigate how pre-primary and primary school children
from a father absent homes, could perform in I.Q. test in
accordance, to the age of marital separation aof their parents,
The test was given at three different phases end the result

was as thusi-

a) That there was no evidence of differences in 1.4.
gcore at two, four months and at one year
respectively after parents separation.

b) That 2 significant difference of perfarmance was
observed after the second year of parents

gseparatian.

So, to explain the result of hypothesis &4 in this study
it could be said that whenever a father is sway leaving the
children in custody of the mother only, there may tend to
be some changes in the behaviour of the children. This
change in behaviour if negatlve, may be caused indirectly
through the discomfort created on the mother dus to problems
she encounters in running the household including the
children as & result of his absence. Therefore, such can
result in making the children to perform poorly in school,
especially during the first and second years of separation

8s indicated by Hetherington (1979 and 1986).
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Hypothesis 5

This hypothesis states that “there is no significent
difference in academic achievement of children and mother -
separated for 1 - 3 years". The result showed signifiecant
difference at P/ 0.05 level.

One of the numerous evidences reviewed in respect of
this was that of Goldfarts (1969} whose study conecluded
that children who were separated early from their mothers,
it was found to retard them in language and speech
development., They (children) were less thoughtful in
problem solving, and less capable of sustained effort. The
average intelligent quotent (I.Q.) of the children was 72.4
as against 95.4 for the children who had not been separated
from either of the parents. The mother - absent children
tended t0 be spathetic, unambitious, less responsive to
approval, lacking in a clear sense of personality identity,
and were unagble to form satisfying relationships with other
people.

Although Goldfarts's finding above has listed a number
of unfavourable outcomes resulting from early separation
of a child from its mother but, it could argued that - the
study did not specify whether the subjects in Goldfart's
study, were children separated from their mothers due to
marital breskage or due to other life crisis such as death,
war and the like. Also, it did not specify the time span

of separation in relation to the development of those
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putcomes in the children., However, the difference of
academic performance seen in children from other - separated
in this study is very much related to the above literature.
And, it is also possible to conclude that mother - absence
accounts for the poor academic achievement of the children
who separated from their mothers for 1 - 3 years as stated

in hypothesis 5,

Hypothesis b

This hypothesis states that “there is no significant
difference in the academic achievements of children of the
separated at the period exceeding 3 years. The result hasg
signified suome differences. This means that even after the
perios of 3 years of parents’ separation, within the child,
the child's performance can be affected adversely.

Perhaps a support for this can be referred to Suedfeld's
(1967) study which reported some Youth (Peace) Corpers who
had been sent back home{US5A) from where they were serving
because of maladjustment behaviaurs. These Caorpers were
said to have heiled from separated (divorced) families before
they (corpers) were 15 years of age. Also, Hetherington
(1972) has indicated that boys who do not improve in coping
end adjusting to situations during the first two years of
parents divorce, such boys may continue to show developmental
deviations like higher rate of behaviour disorders and

problems in the school with tegchers and peers.
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Furthermore, it is possible to say that the effects
that vividly evidenced in children during the first two
years of parents separation, could extend ar rather

replicate at a latter stage of life (Hetherington 1986).

Also, this result can be interpreted with the findings
of Harmon (1959) who recognized the effects of divorce on
her adolescent, female students who were boarders in school,
also vitims of broken homes, Some of the effects seen in
those children, include health problems, drops in classroom
performance, loss of self-confidence and other unfavourable
outcomes. This coincides with information obtained in a
short ipterview with g few of the teachers in one of the
schools used, The information revealed that, the school
offers both boarding and day facilities and that about half
of the boarders came from separated families. The
parcularities seen in those children was that they had
personal cleanliness problems and were often ill, Those
children were also identified to be always late for
assembly despite the fact that they lived within the school
premises, More notedly, is that their academic performance
was the same as those children of the broken homes but
deboarded., This gpould means that whether a child is
attending day or boarding school once he is from a broken .
home his academic may not be as good as that of a child

from non-broken home.
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L.2 Summary

In this chapter the responses of the questionnaires
administered on @ sample of 380 subjects, was computed
and analysed using the t-test and the analysis of variance
statistical tests. The result of tests were tabulated in
accordance with the hypotheses formulated and other
important variables.

All six hypotheses tested by the researcher were found
rejected because they were significant at P/ 0.05. Meaning
that the separation of parents, has some negative effects

on their child's schopl performances somehow,

Moreover it can elso be concluded here that marital
separation and the time span of separation of parents with
their children, has effects on the children's academic
achievements. But, that is not withstanding, what should be
strongly noted is that schoal achievement is not totally
based on parenting glone. Thig is because parents do not
teach everything a child is suppose to learn in school,

The teacher, the school, and its environment, the society
and other agencies are also important contributes to a

child's academic gchievements.
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Chapter 5

SUMMARY, GCONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Introduction

The major objective for undertsking this study was to
find out whether the absence of one parent in the home,
hinders the stademic achievement of a child in the primary
schonl, In the previous chapter. questipnnaires were
administered, computed and the results obtalned were
analysed into tables in accordance with some importent
variables and six hypotheses formulated. Ffollowing the
analysis were some discussions.

However, this chapter deals with the summary, conclusion

and recommendations as viewed by the researcher.

5.2 Summary

The objective of this study was - to seek information
on mgrital separation and its effects on the academic
performance of = child in primary school. It was also
meant to obtain or otherwise provide some useful suggestions
to parents and teachers on how to cope with children found
in such situations.

9ix resesrch guestions and hypotheses were formulated
in each case. It was assumed that everything being equal
both children of the separated and those of non-separated
homes, may perform equally well in school. 190 subjects

were identified as children from separated families while
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an equal number from intact families were randomly selected.
Both the test and the comparison greups constitute a totsl
of 380 boys and girle whose ages range from 8 - 11 years.,
They were gll selected from six primary schools in three
districts of Zaria.

Data were collected by administering guestionneires
and from the subjects' records of sxamination results of
1991 academic year. Hence, before then a pilot study was
gcarried out on 33 subjects who were compared with the same
number of candidates from non-separated homes. The pilot
study was to test for the validity of the instrument., 1t
was however, found to be a valid, relevant and reliable
instrument.

Whereas in the major study, the statistical analysis
employed was the students' t-test and the Analysis of
Variance (ANOVA). The oputcome of the result showed that
hypotheses 2 = 5 and indicated no significant difference
in each case which made them retained, while two hypotheses
(i.e. hypothesis 4) showed some significant difference
and they were thus rejected.

Consequently, the following findings were made from
this studyi-

i) That there was a.significant difference between

children of the separated and those of non-
separated and those of non-geparated in their

academic achievements.
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ii) That children from separated did not performed
equally the same as children from non-separated
families. The result agrees with Goldfarts(1960) and
Hetherington et. al. (1978) who said that children
from many divorced homes receive less adult
attention and are mpre likely to have erratic
meals and bed time and to be late for school which
may result in them not performing well.

iii) T7The result also revealed that there was s
significent difference between boys and girls of
the separated spouses. 1t indicates that boys from
broken homes performed better than the girls. This
agrees with the report earlier made that boys tend
to engure the impact of marital discord or divorce
more than the girls (Hetherington Porter and 0'Leary,
Rutter, Tuckman and Regan 1961 in press, and
Hetheringten Cox 1978). From this it is possible
to say that with less psychological impact the
boys are likely to perform better in school than

their girls counterparts.

The result revealed that there were some significant
difference between children of the rich and poor of the
separated in their academic performance. This mesns
children from the separsted high income families performed
better than children from the separated but low income in
status. This result allies with Curry (1962) who posed
the idea that pupils from upper segment of soclo-econamic
status, schieve greater academically than those from low

segment. -
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Another finding arrived by this study, is the
significent difference seen in the performance of children
hailed from father absent as well as mother absent homes.
Meaning that there was a set back in the performance of
children whose father or/and mpthers were away from home
for a pericd of 1 - 3 yeagrs respectively. Also, revealed
was the significance difference that emerged in subjects’
performance even af ter parents' separation exceeded the
period of 3 years,

| Finally, the study concluded that marital separation

of the three categories indiceted initially in the study,
has effects on the academic achievement of children used in
this study. It was also suggested that marriage and child
counselling centres be established in our community in order
to alleviste incidences of marital breskage and children
high rate of devisnt behaviours that may lead to set-back

in academic achievements.

However, further studies have been recommended to be
carried out on the effects of marital separation on
children of older age and adults. This is to see whether
the problem has some effects on their educatinonal and

occupational aspirations as well as their marital life,

5.3 Conclusion

wWithin the limitation of this study and from the
results obtained the following conclusions are drawn - that

parentzal separation to a certain extent, has some negative
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effects on 2 child's academic achievement in school., FfFor
that reason separating parents have been called upon to

make clarity the type of sepgration they are going to

have so that their children become aware of the positien and
or otherwise they (children) will be put into a state of
confusion.

Also, that the period of 1 - 3 yeafs of parenteal
separation has negative effects on the school performance
of children. Here, separating parents have heen asked to
keep in contacts with each other especially during the
first couple of years, so that the children will naot feel
much of the impact of the separation. This appeal was
especially made to male parents who sre leaving the care of

children in the hands of mothers.

Another gppeal made here is that a replicate study
should be undertsken on children of older zge or adult
children from broken homes. This is to find out whether
the factor has impact on the educational, career aspiratiens

as well as their marrisge life as a whole.

9.4 Recammendations

The literature reviews In this study has shown that
it is unavoidable to prevent marriage breakage. For it
has been viewed as a positive solution to distractive
family functioning in which children often experience

dif ficulties during its transition., This is especially
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seen during the early périud of after separation (divorce)
when parents themselves undergo revealed here is the fact
that it is not the parental separation that directly affects
the child's academic performance. But it is the change in
parents behaviour patterns cesused by the separation which
is also the causgl effects of mgladjusted behaviour in
children. Thus resulting in their poor performance in
school.

1. Based on this, the study calls on married couples

with children, to take time and make clarity the type of
separation they are going to have., This is in order to
gserve the interest of each of the party involved in the
marriage including the children., The study also recommends
the existence of marriage counselling centres in the
community.

2. Separated perents should endeavour to come together

to compliment efforts to develop the children to the
highest academic pinnacles without problems. This is in
order to avold “child neglect" or "child ashuse®™ by the
person in custody of the child., In otherwords, the burden
in caring for the child should not be left to the custodian
only, All responsibilities in respect to the child should
be shared equally. In this respect, the research calls for
the establishment of child counselling clinics in our
community as recommended by Cohen (1967) who studies the
Kanuri adolescent boys and girls From separated families in

Borno Nigeria.
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3. On the issue of socip-economic status and its effect
on child's educaticonal performance, this cannot be over
emshasised. Already we have been made tp understand

that “improved environment is relevant to school
achievement® Schiff et. al.(1978). Therefore, parents

are called upon to endeavour and invest in order to prove
an educationally rich environment for their child/pupils in
terms of books, play and instructional materials that are

relevant in enhancing learning.

4, In the same vein, teachers too heve the responsibilities
of identifying children with such problems. This is in

order for the teachers to lalse with parents/guardians in
custody of such children so that they waork together to bring
to the minimum any problem that may hgmper the educational

progress of children.

5. As regards the single parents, especially those in

whose custody, children are, as a result of divarce, they
should try and create inm the minds of their children that the
other parent who is absent, is also part snd parcel of the
children, Therefore whenever the children want to see that

perent, provision should be made to ensure frequent visitation.

6. Furthermore, this study is recommending for a2 study
to be carried ouwt in regpect of children whose sges are
less or beyond the ones used in this research. This is
because this study was limited to children between 8 - 11
years which is only one stage of development of children

(the operational state of piaget).
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7. Also, since we are still operating the boarding system
in most of our post-primary schools especially for girls,
the study calls for another survey on boarding students
coming from broken homes to find out whether there is any
parity in behaviour and academic achievement between them

and the day students coming from the same situatieon,

a8 .
8. There are some factors such/hehauiour pattern and

modelling that parents exhibit which are likely to be
emulated by their children., To this regard, this study
suggests that a research can be undertaken to find out the
types of behaviours children can copy from their diverced
parents as models, OUther areas to be treated are types of
separation and the process of separation that exist among
spouses in Nigeria.

Finally, the study also appeals for more research to be
conducted on married adults who are once victims of broken
homes when they were kids., This is to assess their attitudes
towards the marriage institution and to bring out some
particular problems to those brought up under such cenditions
and how it has affected their education and occupational

agpirations as well as their marriage life in general.
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APPENDIX A

FORM A

EFFECTS OF SEPARATION OF SPOUSES ON THE ACADEMIC

ACHIEVEVMENT OF NIGERIAN SCHOOL CHILDREN

Please answer all the guestions as honestly as you

can and place a tick ( ) in the most correct answer.

9.

10.

Sex: Male ( ) Female ( ).

Age: years old.

Name of School:

Llass Levels (i.e. 4A, B, or C.).

Residential Address:

76

Father's Occupation:

Employed ( ) Unemployed ( ).

Are your parents alive? Yes ( ) No ( ).
If yes, do you live with both of them? VYes
Yes ( ) Na ( ).

If No, who do you live with?

a) I live with father and step mother ( ).
b) I live with mother and step father ( ).
c) I live with mother alone ( ).

d) I live with father alone ( ).

e) I live with a relation ( ).

why are your parents not living together?

a) Because father or mother is attending a course

b) Because father or mother is working in another
town C ).
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t) Bepcause father and mother are separated ( ).
d) Because father and mother are divorced ( ).
2) 0Hecause it is my father's or my mothar's wish ( ).
11. Who pays your school fees?
a) Father alone ( )
b) Mother alone ( )
c) Brother, Father and Mother ( )
d) Other relations ( ).
12, With whom dp you spend your holidays?
' a) UWith father only ()
b) With mother only ( )
c) 1 spend some with father and half with mother ( )
d) With relastions ( ).
13. If you live with a relation: who uisifs you more often?
a) My father ( )
b) My mother ( )
c) Both of them ( )
d) None of them ( ).
14, If your father hes been sway Trom home, for how long?
a) For about 1 to 3 years ( )
b) For about 3 tp 6 years ( )
¢) For about 6 to 9 years ( )
d) For aver 10 years ( ).
15. If your mother has been away from home, for how long?
a) For about 1 to 3 years ()
b) For sbout 3 to 6 years ()
c) For asbout 6 to 9 years ( )

d) For over 10 years ( ).



16.

17.

18.

For
a)
b)
c)
d)
How
a)
k)
c)
d)
e)
How
al
b)
c)
d)
e)

how long have you been living with a relation?
For 1 to 3 years ( )

For 3 to 6 years ( )

For 6 to @ years ( )

For over 10 years ( ).

much does father earn (get) in a month?
N5 ()

A500 ()

A1,000 ¢ )

More than all the above ( )

#1,500 ( ).

much does mother earn (get) in a manth?
#250 ( )

#s00 ()

¥,000 ( )

#1,500 ( )

More than zll of the zhove.

78



APPENDIX B

FORM B8

=%

EFFECTS OF MARITAL BREAK-UP ON THE ACADEMIC

ACHIEVEMENT ON THE SPOUSE CHILDREN

Teachers' Checklist

79

Instruction: Please indicate a check where the child's

betavigur most fit.

11.

12.

13.

1h,

15.

Punctual to school

Appears cheer and calm

Appear miserable, unhappy tearful

or distressed.

Restless znd Noise

Worries over many things
Gets confused easily

Fights his/her opposite sex
Fights pupils of his own sex
Appears a day-dreamer
Irritable, gives up easily
{(does not persevere or make

effort).

Tends to be fearful or afraid
in situations.

Fussy over pupils of his/her
onposite sex.

Complains about the mpther for
not meeting his/her school
demands.

Complains about the father for
not meeting his/her school
demards.

Agk puestions that concerns
him/her only.

Always

Sometimes

Never




16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Discusses alot about home in
geneTral.

Discusses alat about the mother.
Discusses alot about the father.

Does not appear to have trust or

confidence in him/herself.

Does not appear to have trust
or have confidence for his
gpposite sex.

Does not asppear to have trust
ar confidence in pupils of his
DwWn SBEX.

Has poor constration or shert
attention span each of the
following subjects:-

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
3
k)

1)
m)

n)

English reading

English story-telling.
Mathematics,

Social studies.

Religious knowledge,
Poems and songs.

Health Science(Education)
Primgry Science

Fine Art or Drawing.
Handicraf t.

Physical and Health
Education (FHCL) and other
games,

Drama or role-playing

Debates and/or any
arpumentive issues.

Uther outdoor activities
such as gardening, farming,
animal farming, ete.

Always

Sometimes

Never
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APPENDI X C

RESULT CF THE PILOTI STUDY

On the basis of this analysis twenty-two itens relating
to pupils behaviour in relation to performance in fourteen
different subject areas nere selected. In selecting these
twenty-two itens, the proportion of scores of respondent
who scored highly in each itemin the upper and | ower
criteria on groups were selected. The limt for the selection
of the criterion group was based on the upper and |ower 21%
criterion distribution (Anastasi 1976). These item
represented the different aspects of information on pupils’
attitude, behaviour, feelings and reactions to events and
showed good discrimnating index with 29 and above
di scrimnating index.

The conbi ned responses of the subjects were conputed
using t-test the hypotheses of the study. Bot h hypot heses
1 and 2 were testable as all index of neasurenent were
identificable. Hypothesis 3 was difficult to test because
it was discovered during conputation that it was too | oaded

On the basis of this discovery it was suggested by the
statistician that hypothesis 3 for the study should be broken
into two or three in order to have a clear index of neasurenent
for each of the variable of interest that needs to be tested
Hypot hesis 3 has thus been separated as suggested and this
separation would be reflected in the final work and each of
the new hypothesis tested using identified index of

nmeasur ement .



