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ABSTRACT 

The p r o b l e m addressed by t h i s s tudy was m a r i t a l 

s e p a r a t i o n and i t s e f f e c t s o n t h e academic ach ievement o f 

c h i l d r e n i n p r i m a r y s c h o o l . I t w a s des igned t o r e v e a l 

m e a n i n g f u l da ta t h a t wou ld se rve a s u s e f u l s u g g e s t i o n s f o r 

b o t h p a r e n t s and t e a c h e r s i n t a c k l i n g some o f t h e 

e d u c a t i o n a l p rob lems o f t h i s n a t u r e t h a t are commonly f o u n d 

i n our s o c i e t y . 

S i x hypo theses were f o r m u l a t e d ( i n each case) on some 

o f t he v a r i o u s f a c t o r s p e r c e i v e d t o b e r e l a t e d t o t he 

c o n c e p t s o f m a r i t a l s e p a r a t i o n and on t h e academic p e r f o r m a n c e . 

On hundred and n i n e t y (190 ) p u p i l s were i d e n t i f i e d as 

c h i l d r e n f r o m s e p a r a t e d homes and t hey s e r v e d as t h e t e s t 

g r o u p ; w h i l e an e q u a l member o f c h i l d r e n were randomly 

s e l e c t e d f r o m the n o n - s e p a r a t e d home to se rve as t he c o n t r o l 

g r o u p . A l l o f t h e s u b j e c t s were o f age group 8 - 1 1 y e a r s 

o l d s e l e c t e d f r o m s i x p r i m a r y s c h o o l s i n Z a r i a , Kaduna S t a t e . 

The s tudy a r r i v e d a t the f o l l o w i n g c o n c l u s i o n s : -

i ) Tha t c h i l d r e n f r o m m a r i t a l l y s e p a r a t e d home 

p e r f o r m e d l ower than c h i l d r e n f r o m n o n - s e p a r a t e d 

home. 

i i ) That boys f r o m s e p a r a t e d home p e r f o r m e d b e t t e r t h a n 

g i r l s f r o m the same g r o u p , 

i i i ) A l s o , t h e pe r f o rmance o f c h i l d r e n f r o m h i g h income 

f a m i l y was b e t t e r t han t hose f r o m low income f a m i l i e s 

o f t he s e p a r a t e d . 
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It was however, observed that it is not the parental 

separation that directly affects the academic performance 

of the subjects found in such situation, but, the 

psychological discomforts experienced by separated parents 

especially during the early period of separation. This 

was thought to be the main causal effects of poor performance. 

Finally, the research called on separated parents to 

keep in touch with each other, cooperate or rather compliment 

efforts in bringing up their children by sharing equally the 

burden of care and management of their children. 
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APPENDIX C 

RESULT OF THE PILOT STUDY 

On the basis of this analysis twenty-two items relating 

to pupils behaviour in relation to performance in fourteen 

different subject areas mere selected. In selecting these 

twenty-two items, the proportion of scores of respondent 

who scored highly in each item in the upper and lower 

criteria on groups were selected. The limit for the selection 

of the criterion group was based on the upper and lower 2.1% 

criterion distribution (Anastasi 1976). These item 

represented the different aspects of information on pupils' 

attitude, behaviour, feelings and reactions to events and 

showed good discriminating index with 29 and above 

discriminating index. 

The combined responses of the subjects were computed 

using t-test the hypotheses of the study. Both hypotheses 

1 and 2 were testable as all index of measurement were 

identificable. Hypothesis 3 was difficult to test because 

it was discovered during computation that it was too loaded. 

On the basis of this discovery it was suggested by the 

statistician that hypothesis 3 for the study should be broken 

into two or three in order to have a clear index of measurement 

for each of the variable of interest that needs to be tested. 

Hypothesis 3 has thus been separated as suggested and this 

separation would be reflected in the final work and each of 

the new hypothesis tested using identified index of 

measurement. 


