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ABSTRACT 

The world is experiencing rapid rate of urbanization 

and consequent growth of cities. One fenture of this 

urbanisation process especially in third world countries 

is the increasing importance and domineering in many 

countries of few very large cities. This excessive 

concentration of urban population and urban activities 

in some few principal cities brings about irregular city 

size distribution in their respective regions, and this 

features along with a lot of regional problems. The major 

ones are disparities, excessive migration and lack of 

intergration within the region. 

Nigeria has a well articulated ranking of settlements 

and city size distribution at the national level. 

The irregularities feature only at regional levels, with 

more pronouncing situations in Lagos State, Oyo, and Kano 

State. It is in view of these established facts that this 

study is undertaken in Kano State with the aim to assess 

the effect of the regular city size distribution on 

regional development of kano State and propose appropriate 

solutions that can be applicable to all regions with 

similar problems in the country. 

The study has the following as its objectives: 

1. To identify the pattern of city size distribution 

and its effect on regional development. 

2. To study the problem associated with irregular city 

size distribution and their solution. 



3. To study the pattern of city size hierarchy of Kano 

State and establish the dominance or otherwise of 

Kano metropolis in the urban system. 

4. To suggest measures and make proposals that wi11 

solve the problems. 

5. To suggest appropriate recommendations and programme 

for implementation. 

The study is divided into two parts. The first part 

involves empirical studies, here relevant literature was 

reviewed on the contribution of each of the two city 

size distribution to regional development and the general 

problems that might be caused by the irregular city size 

distribution and their solutions. The second part deals 

with analytical studies. Data was collected from Kano 

metropolis vis-a-vis the other twenty eight urban centres. 

A model was evolved for the hierarchical arrangement of 

the urban centres. In this model weight is aportioned to 

chosen variables as population, economic activities, 

utilities, facilities, services, political status and size 

of urban centres. Thereafter, the centres are ranked 

relative to the weight they carry. 

Below are some of the findings of the research: 

1. There is irregular city size distribution in 

Kano State. 

2. Kano metropolis exhibits some elements of 

regional primacy. 



3. There is absence of second order towns in the city 

size distribution. 

4. The existing pattern is posing such problems as 

excessive migration to the metropolis, unemploy-

ment, congestion, disparities in development 

between the metropolis and other urban centres, 

stagnation of centres in the lower order, 

Retarding the spread of opportunities, social 

transformation and development of the region. 

To help solve the problem the study suggests 

measures to be taken at the three tiers of government i.e. 

federal, state and local. The measures include evolving 

policy on urban development in the country, intergrating 

physical planning and economic planning, long term plan 

for the distribution of population, resource and economic 

activities in each state. The study furthermore suggests 

the decentralization of machinery for physical planning in 

the country. The machinery should be located at the grass 

root, local government level. 

Proposal for Kano State (Region) include; 

a. restructuring of the existing pattern of city size 

distribution in the state from one-first order, 

zero-second order, twenty one-third order and six-

fourth order to a pattern of one-first order, four 

second order, eight third order and sixteen fourth 

order. 



b. redistribution of resource, investment, utilities, 

facilities and services throughout the state and 

lastly. 

c. effective sub—regional linkages, involving different 

pattern and status of road net work linking the 

centres effectively. 




















































































































































































































































































