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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTIONR

In our present civilized world of constant human
interaction, man is more concerned about the daily and
occagional problems of communication than ever before in
the annais of recorded history. This is profoundly signi-
ficant not only on national and international levels, but
also on intrapersonal, interpersonal, intragroup and
intergroup levels. When somebody from Europe proposes a
journey into Africa, he first of all asks himself whether
he can speak and understand the language of the particular
country that he is about to wvisit. When an American intends
to travel into Mexico, he asks himself how well he can
communicate in the Spanish language, A Mexican doea not
fail to ask himself a similar question about the English
language while planning to cross the intermational boundary
into the United States., DBetween England and France, Spain
and Portugal, Sweden and Germany, China and Russia, Brazil
and Panama, Cuba and Australia, or Nigeria and Ghana, etc.,
similar questions are never out of place,

It is beyond every reasonable doubt that where the
snewer is negative, the person proposing the trip must

1



either change his mind about the planned visit, or
anticipate communicating through interpreters or iranslators
who can speak and understand the two or more languages that
may be involved. We can logically defend this behavior on
the ground that the subject countries are different and
separate independent nations,

If a Californian were to change his mind about
visiting Oregon or Arizona from fear of not being able to
speak and communicate with the people of those states, it
would be thought that such an individual is crazy and a
qualified practising psychiatrist might be immediately
consulted to examine him, But in Nigeria, if Mr. "X" (a
hypothetical traveler) should refuse to travel from the
Rivers State (his home state) to the Fast Central State or
Southeastern State (adjoining states with the Rivers State)
for fear of not being able to communicate with the people
of hig destination, obviously Mr, "X" would not be deemed
crazy, And no services of a psychiatrist would be
necessary. These three Nigerian States are coterminous;
yet they have completely different languages. This holds
true as well with all other States within the confines of
Rigeria, Nevertheless, Nigeria is a single independent
country.

However, our hypothetical traveler may not cancel
his planned trip in spite of the impending linguistic



communication difficulties. He realizes that in every
community in Nigeria there ere bound to be some people who
can speak more than one Nigerian native language. Their
services as interpreters may be used when necessary. The
problem lies then in appraising the feelings and attitudes
of the host statesmen towards their visitor who is thus
linguistically handicapped. From practical experience,
however, we know how we, in our countries, feel towards
visitors who come from other different nations, But what
would be the situation in a case involving citizens of the
same country who speak different languages?

The concern in Nigeria, heretofore, is not whether
the citizens communicate verbally, Obviously they do. But
the major point of interest, concern and ingquiry is how to
relate the use of multi-cultural communication among the
citizens of one country to the social, political, economic
and general business behavior, This is the specific field
of investigation requiring a thorough exploration, explana-
tion and analysis in this work.

I. ORGARIZATION OF THE PAPER

The importance of presenting any written material in
a well organized format has already galned a world wide
significance among students, scholars, educators, business-
men, politicians, technicians, lawyers and all other classes



of intellectual elites. Experience has taught us that
anything worth doing deserves a dependable, thought-out
organization., I= fact, the way a person organizes his

work can tell much of hie "blind self" and his business
acumen, although this cannot be regarded as an infallible
index, HNevertheless, to faciliiate a clear and continuous
line of thought, the contents of this work will take the
following sequence. Chapter 1 is designed to deal with:
(1) the significance of the study, (2) general and specific
purposea, (3) hypotheses (these will be given as statements
of facta required to be proven), (4) rationale of the study,
(5) methodology, (6) sources of information, (7) problems
connected with the study, (8) assumptions, and (9) defini-
tion of important terms,

Chapter II is devoted to the review of related
literature, Reading materials are selected from varioua
sources ranging from memoranda to books that have some
bearing upon the subject matter discussed in this work.

The literczture is not limited to topics on Nigeria alone,
It expands to include not only African countrlies ut also
other nations of the world. The titl=ss and book topics are
not supposed to be only those dealing with human communjica-
tiona, Other topics that appear relevant are brought in
for the purpose of lending greater clarity to the study.



Chapter III gives a survey of the physical and
cultural elements of the country in question. Topographical
and geographical factors may feature to some extent. A
brief historical analysis may be expected here, Ethnic
groupings and characteristics constitute the central core
of this chapter.

Chapter IV is devoted to Communication in transi-
tional phases., This is composed of subsections on such
titles as (1) The Pre-Colonial Era, 300 B.C. - 1860; (2)
The Colonial Regime, 1860 - 1960; (3) The Educational
system end western influence upon native laws and customs;
(4) Independence Period, 1960 - 1970; (5) Conflicts and
Resolutions, etec,

Chapter V deals with the concluding analysis of the
study. Recommendations that the author considers reasonably
Justifiable are made in this chapter.

Appendices and Bibliography mark the end of this work.

This, of course, must not be regarded as a chapter,

Significance of the study. What usually causes much
alarm to visitors in Nigeria and people who read about the
country is the fact that each little section has its own
language, The number of languages attiributed to this
country has ranged from eight to 250. This is enough to
tax one's imagination, To paint an accurate linguistic
picture, many current books and contemporary literature
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have 1abeled Rigerla aé the "linguistic crossroads of
"Africa."l Some people have regarded this multi-linguistie
attribute as an asset, Others condemn it without a second
thought as en inevitable liability., Certainly, thie
situation has puzzled not only the governmment but aslso
private social groups of the citlzenry. ©Suggestions have
been proposed at times which seem to have not been imple—

mented or have caused no change gince they were not predie-

cated upon & thorough research and study.

In spite of various comments, opinions and unofficiali
gonclusionsa, no diligent research, t¢ the best of the I
authorts knowledge, has as yet been undertaken to indicate |
rensonable bases for peossible alternatives for handling B
malti-cultural communications in the country, It is obvious:
that thie type of study has been past due. Therefore, this

.- particular work is hoped to be of immense importance and |

intercat to both Nigerie,other countries finding themselves
in a similar eategory, and to scholars of human behavier
end communicatiens in various institutions of higher
" learning, o o
_ It 1s indiéputably appropriate that a sgtudy of this R
pature should be done by a person indigenous to the subject
country. And, in this respect, if ever anybudy is
unquegstionably gqualified, it is the author of this work.

Leghink,” Vol. XXVIII, No. 1, January 1962, p. 26. !:



Purpose of the study. The purpose of this work is
to dingnose ard evaluate events and incidenis in Nigeria
 which were/are connected with individual/group behavior
of people froa varioug ethnic end lingulstic backgrounds
~ interacting to work towerds a common goal or reach & con-
poensugs on some solution., Parallels will be drawn against
gimiler or related events in which participants or cppesing
parties may have belonged to one and the same ethnic group
in order to relate the decisions reached to the communics-
'”"tion system, instrumente, media or channels used,

There may be scme leeds to recommendations that.the
.\rx'iter has sufficient and justifiable reasons ic propose
with the hope that Juch reccmmendations will help to golve
the nation's political, scclal, sconomile ahd business

problems which ray owe their genesis to the malfunctioning

of & malti-ethno~cultural communication network. fThe atudy,

therefore, points in the general direction of finding out
how the use of the many indigenous languages has influenced
or affected the lives of the 60 million inhabitants of
Rigerim positively or negatively, and their intermational
associates im the world's social end econcmic arena,

 Im general terms, one can gee the purpose of this
work as follows:

1, To find out whether the use of various ethnic

languages in Kigeris generatea intergroup disharmony and

Lo
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'.conatitutes g cauge of soclal malady in the country's
national affairs. o
| 2, To determine whether the cultural heritage of
the people 15 precisely demarcated on linguistic lineas,
end 1f mo, the positive end negative Influences upon the
lives of the people in such cultural segments. B NS
3. To discover if the mulfi-linguiatic commnica~’ |

tion aystem has any inherent virtue relating to the social
end economic development and how it couwld be utilized,
impreved (or discarded, if totally worthlezs) tc the 2
country's optlmum adventage. . _”%”:
o 4, To critically analyze and evaluate the sentiments,
opiniona and attitudes of qualified reapondents in order ¢o
formulate meaningful alternatives, ' -
5. To magsess the impaet of time upon tfaﬁition to ‘

860 if a change of attitude has aignaled itself.

SREES W
I Specifie purpese., To specificaliy state the purpose
of this study, it cen be snid that it is designed to . |
diggnose Nigerla's sccisl and economic sensitiveness in the
framework of & multi=cultural or multi-linguistic commnica.
tion; to compare and contrast with uni-culiural or o j
uni-linguistic systenms, and, if possible, formulate 1

probeble alternatives,




Hypotheses., From the specific purpose indicated
above, it is easy to deduce the hypotheses relevant to this
study. The hypotheses, of course, must not be accepted as
true and conclusive statements on their face value. The
dictionary defines "hypothesis" as something assumed because
it seens likely to be a true explanation or thecry. It is
a proposition mssumed as a basis for ressoning.a And the
hypotheses given below are intended to serve the same
purpose.

Unflinching adherence io the various traditional
ethno-cultural communicative values in Nigeria has produced
the following results: (1) it retards social progress, (2)
it hinders economic development, (3) it generates unfair
play in resource and product allocation, (4) it impedes
efficient utilization of human potentialities, (5) it causes
a waste of manpower, (6) it promotes inexcusable discrimina-
tion, (7) it nourishes nepotic favoritism, (8) it
consolidates acute majority-minority problems, (9) it
propagates cankering political instability, and (10) it
perpetuates dehumanizing insensitivity to moral sentiments.

To summarize the above hypotheses, it can be stated
that the current use of diverse ethnic languages, repre-
sentative of the multiplicity of cultural values, has

2Ihnrndike Barnhart, Comprehensive Desk Dictionary.
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perpetuated a national attitude of Ignoering and disregard-
ing basic khuman feellags and accepteble social norms and,

therefore, retards the rate of social and econonmic

_advancement. _ = . ..'Jﬁf

Retionale of the study. Whenever somebody feels that
he 1s 111, sick or indisposed, he goes to a medical doctlor
or physician to £ind out what 1s wrong with him, and if i
possible, to get some {reatment, If somebody ls emotionally
disturbed, he visits his psychiatrist. When hunger presents _
bodily discomfort, we eat food., Why do we behave in thig
fashion? The correct answer is that we wanf to feel “gﬁ'
comfortable all the time, | |

Sometimes we are surprised when our doctqrs find a
that nothing is physieally wrong with us., Greater surprises
erupt if our dootora tell ua of our illness, even when we
feel no pain and raise ng complaints, There is, therefore,
aome Justification for people to report to medical officers

for some treatment when they are 111, and to report for

routine medical check-up even when they feel no bodily
paing, All this--for the purpose of remaining comfortable
at 211 times. o B T U B
: The sbove analogy is very mnch applicable to & human o
kingdom. Whenever the citizeng suspect g malfunction in f -f
the soclal, political or economic fahric of the nationsl 'l




1n
system, it is expedient that thorough investigation should
commence insiantaneously if crises must be evaded. It has
been only one year since a bloody civil war ended in
Rigeria at a cest of innumerable thousands of lives, Many
people had wished it had not happened. This wish came
rather too late. PFrom its inception to conclusion the war
was blamed upon irreconcilable ethnic differences of the
citizens,

The logical questions at this point are (1) Did
Rigeria not realize prior to the war that the country com=-
prised many different ethnic groups? (2) Had there ever
been minor instances of grave conflicts beiween and among
the various cultural groups? (3) What other factor than
language creates the magnanimous gap between the peoples
of the country? (4) Did this gap grow wider than ever
before at the time that the civil war broke out? Could
adequate communication have prevented the strife? How do
we guarantee ourselves that a similar (if not more danger-
ous) situation will not recur? An infinite liet of related
questions is possible in this aspect. And if one attempts
to find their answers, one will find sufficient reason to
congratulate the author for his choice of this topic.

That the author has suspected a malfunction in the
linguistic communication system of Nigeria is obvious when
wve eramine the hypotheses., Instead of the government, the



writer undertakes this study not only %o illustrate his
' academic maturity but also to demonstrate his illuminous -
geature of profound patriotisem, - R !.i:; i

‘ . o II. METHODOLOGY

J This paragraph is intended to¢ describe the research
procedure used in this study. Some brief explanation ia to
be given on the over-all research deslgn, the sampling

)
]

" secondary--the field method, snd analysis procedure. The :

procedures, the data collection method==both primary and

reader, of course, is warned that the given list is by no -
means exhauvstive. If technical terms {which usually are I
unavoidable in describing research methodology) happen to
be used, every effort of simplification will be made for
the purpose of maintaining a down-to-earth clarity.

Regearch Design
Scholars have always recognized three {though there

may be more) mein clessifications of research design., The
reference 1s to whether the etudy is exploratory, descriptive

or expsrimental in nature, It is understood that each of the

pamed classes has its own ramifications.
vl In this work, the author is using a descriptive {1;'
design, There is no necesslty for discussing the strengthBP
weaknesses, merits or demerita of the other two. But a |
brief atatement &8 to why the descriptive method is wuned

| - . . _ S . _



geems not out of place at this juncture, The topic of the S
paper concerns linguistic communiestions which are already

in existence, Therefore, neilther expleratory nor experi= |

mental study would be more appropriate than the descriptive.

f: - Descriptive studies are designed to furmish a complete

and aceurate description of a situation, And it is this that

the writer aime at. Not only is this design the moat
appropriate for the study at hand, but it alse has some
other viriues not common fc the other two methods. When-:
carefully designed, it 1s certalin to insure a complete |
description of the situation, and a minimum bias in the

collection of data. Unlike the other two methode, it is

sure to reduce "ecoats to 2 minimum, and the error to which
the interpretation is aubject."3 - . :iﬂfilj&:

| To obtain a reliable result of the study, two sub—?h a

divisions of the descripiive design will be employed. _
These are the case methoed and the statisiical method. In
tha case method, the cases considered are typically studied

to find three factors: (1) features which are common to .| .
all cases, (2) features which are not common to all cases,

and (3) features whick are unique to a specifiec case, I
Conclusions can then be formulmted from compariscons of these

ginilarities and differencea,

3arper ¥. Boyd, Jr. and Ralph Westfall, Marketing
Regearch (Homewood, Illinois: Richard D. Irwin, Inc., ;
4}, Pp. €0-61. ,‘
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 ' Instead of comparing individual ceses by aratogy, .

which is the characteristic of the case method, the !

statistical method tends to forget about the individusl
case aud to deal instead in clasgses, averages, vercentages, '

- measures of dispersion and more sophisticated stsatistieal 5‘_

' pmcedures.‘

Sampling
The wniverse (nll pemgible respondents} is made up

of (1) Rigerisn citizens at home or abroad; citizemship !~

will depend on birth, marrisge and naturalizatien; and {2}
peoaple who have lived or worked long enough in ¥igeria to ! I
realize the differences in the Nigerian langueges., The 1
univerie epbraces men and women in all walks of life

(including students at schools) from the sge of 15 to 99,

Data Collection

Primary. The primery date are collected by the j
regearcher interviewing the respendents in person here in '
the United States by the use of questicmnaires (see Lppendi:i

for a copy).5 The questiomnaires will also be pailed to

41b1a., pp. 62-64,

Sthe questionnaire has four basic parts: (1)
regpondent identificatlion in terms of nationality end
ethnic affiliation; (2) experiencea in social afZairs; (%)
experientes in business transactions, end (4) current atti-
tudes and opinions. .



o
respondents at home, and to those In foreign pervices, for
instance, the Nigerian embassisas and consulates, Inter-
preters may be hired im colleciing information from those
kandicapped in the use of the English language,

Secondary. The secondary data come from every
avallable plece of literature (see the mection on Sourcea

of Informaztion).

Field Methed _ o
This may not be necessary since this study is not
experimental, But a few friends—misslionaries and peace

corps veterans, etc.=--who are somehow conversant with the; i
ethno~cultural problems in Nigeria may form a specilal class
of respondents to be interviewed personally by the author .

i F;
or through porsonsl letters. '

Analysis and Interpretation

The author must take time to categorize and analyze
each answer ¢f the respondents to find out the current P
trends in the native thought of both the young and the old.
This will form the basis for recommendations and predictiiona
{if any)., Percentages will be based upon the universe : '
{total answering the questions) before any projection can -
be made in terms of the population of a particular ethnicé
group and the entire popuiaticn of the country. S

[}



Sources of Information - : - Cy

The primary sources of information have mlready baeﬂ‘
fully discussed under “"Data Collection.® What is to be |
added here iz 1o note that "experience is the best teacher.”
The writer may, therefore, cite his personal experiences to
further sirengthen the diszcourse whenever he findsg it
necessary to do so, ) -

The secondary scources will conaigt of: (1) booka of '
all kinds (particularly thoee on Kigeris} whick deal with
Anthropology, Sociolegy, Psychology, Business, etc., {(2) '
journals, eg., "Journal of the Linguistic Society,* (3)
magazines, eg., "Africa Report," "Drum,” etc., (4) news-
letters and periedicals, eg., "Nigeria Todey,™ (%)

government releases, (6) newspapers, eg., "Daily Times"

of Nigerim, (7) government gamzettes, and {B) personal )

letters and memoranda. _ o

Problems Connected With the Study

Every research project is pregnant with at least
three problem areas, These are money, time gnd personnel{
It serves no purpose to discuss how money is important in N
conducting a research. 7Yet we cannot overlook the fact thaf
backs and other materiagle neceasary far effactive study are
purchased with money. Transporiation of what may be used || |

cannot be poszible without momey. Tha services of the
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typists are indispensable. And all of these require
financial expenses. As a self-sponsored student, it is
obvious that the writer is greatly confronted with this
wulti-legged character--"money."

Time can also pose a major problem, Since the con-
templated study deals with a country far away from the
United States where the University is situated, there is
bound to be much correspondence by mail, assuming that
money is available. Every passing minute becomes a crucial
factor if a deadline is to be kept., Of course, it ia
intended to be kept. Time is needed for reading books,
collecting the data, analyzing and interpreting the find-
ings, and for writing and publishing the final copy. Is
one year a long enough period for one man to do a study of
this nature? The answver lies in determination and the
sacrifice of every leisure moment. Although this problem
can be solved by applying the above technique, the truth
is still that the time factor deserves no little attention,

In respect of personnel, there is not much to be said
gince this is a one-man study. But it is worth noting that
a common problem to & group-system ias the health limitation.
Inasmuch as the researcher is a single individual, the
assunption is that he will be in good health (and ao may
God grant it) if this work must be a success,

All other problems associated with any academic work
of this nature hinge upon one or all of the problem areas

considered thus far,
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Assumptions : T . - o
Bvery undertaking of man is predicated on some
assumption, When a builder covers his house with a roof,
he egsumes that rein will come, V¥Yhen & young couple gets
married, there is en assumption that bables are forthcoming;“

¥When an employer hires workers, he assuges that such

workers mre capable of performing the expected dutles or
of being trained to do them. These are only a few examplea:
In undertaking this study, the awthor has a&lsc assumed
the following situations: (1) it is essumed that there will
be sufficient relevant published materiamls onh the subject;
(2) it is slso assumed that there will be sufficient '
cooperation from the respondents and othera that may be
consulted for specific ressons. Without such cooperation,
this work would not be meaningful, and perhaps not possible
_at all; (3) some means of getting enough money for the
research and for continuing in school is snother important ' |
assumption; (4) good health is mssumed, and {5) it is also:
assuped that sll the ethnie groups that exiated when the

author was born will continue Yo exist while this study is

condocted.

IXI. DBFINITION OF IMPORTAKT TERMS

Some of the worda and terms that may appear in this
paper are likely to have no English definitions in ' R



“. dictionariea, end may not even have Inglish trenslations,
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The writer ie a native of lblbio ethnlc group. A aynonyw
- of tkis is Efik, Whenever a word appears foreign to the
reader of thia work, it will be safe to conclude that it

is an Efik/Ibibio word or phrase, unless otherwise indicated.
For instance, some expressiorns in other Nigerian lsngusges
may come into the picture. In such cases thelr origlns
ghall be made mown. _ A
It 18 nat easy i¢ iry to defline every word that may.'

come into use, Im faect, it does not even seem necessary,
The meanings of the rather wanusual or foreign words will ‘
depend on the con;exts in which they are used sigce we -L.
cannot learn the meanings of words satisfactorily from ;

definitions. In this regard, Hayakawa points out that we

- learn the meanings of practically all our words (which are,
it will be repembered, merely complicated noises), not from
dictionaries, not from definitions, but frcm hearing these
nolses ag they eccompany sctual situations in life and
then learning to associate certalin noises with certain
situations.6

However, the few definitions that folleow are only

necegpsary for the sake of explanation of what they mean,

6 . Rayakawa, e in Thought and Action
(New York- Harcourt, Brace World, Imc., 1984), p. ST {'

T
R
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and how they are used in Rigeria, particularly among the

members of the author's ethnie group. ) L

Anyeang., Before Christianity came to Nsit clan, the
natives of thia clan used to worship a God-figure called
by this name. At the foot of this God flows water from & j
rock, A% certain times of the year the water swells in |
volume and produces s characteristic foam. Anvang was given
all the reverence that sny God deserves. Perhaps, there are

some people still worshipping this God today. Every clen ! |

. had/has its own God, but by different names. TS D

Clan, A group of vilillages worshipping a comﬁon
ancestral god such aa Anyang which is worshipped by Nseit
c¢lan, Another distinguishing feature, and the most signi-
ficant, is that each clan has its peculiar dialect (not
lenguage), The author is a native of FNait clan, The E
villages belonging to 8 particulsr clan have other minor .

copreon characteristics and observances.

Clan head, A degignated chief in charge of the
villages in a clan. The coronation ié marked by traditionsal
ceremoniea, He rules unti]l death unless otherwise dethroned

on account of a conduct unbecoming a chief. Y

D.0. (Digtrict Officer}. A4 distriet is made up of

many clans unleaa thg population of one clan is large
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enough to warrant the clan being regarded as a district by
itself, The District Officer is a civil servant in charge
of government administration in the district. He works in
absolute cooperation and consultation with the district
council officials and the traditional rulers or chiefs,

Ebre, A cultural society, exclusively for women,
which served as a supreme governing body for women in
matters of native laws and customs many years ago. It
seems defunct now, at least in more than 98 per cent of
the original areas where it used to command sway. There is

a certain species of yam also called Ebre,.

Efik. This refers to a group of people in the
present Southeastern State of Nigeria, particularly on the
mainland of Celabar-—the present administrative headquarters
of the State. Efik also refers to the language of the Efik

people,

Efik/Ibibio. Calabar is separated by the Cross
River (about 15 miles) from the other half of the Southeast

State., This other half is the land of Ibibio, which also
refers to the language spoken here., But the Efik language
and Ibibic are so similar that the difference becomes
insignificant, There are, of course, pure Efik and pure
Ibibio as languages. But since their vocabularies run so
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entanglingly one into the other, it became expedient to

regard (and teach) the language as Efik/Ibibio. He who
understands the one understands the other.

Ibibio. See the mbove. Note that Efik/Ibibio refers
to language; but the people are referred to as either Efik
or Jbibio. The author is an Ibibio person.

Ekpo Nyoho. A cultural society exclusively for men;
it is the counterpart of Ebre described above., Thia is

8till in effect in many areas.

Ekpuk. There is a usual tendency to use this word
synonymously with family. This is wrong when we think of a
family in terms of the Western Culture which stands for a
man, his wife and their minor children. Ekpuk refers to a
group of men tracing their paternal genealogy to a common
ancestral father. However, strangers at their application
or volition could be initisted and adopted into an ekpuk of
their choice. This is usually the case if they forsake
their native villages and go to live far away among other
people. Women naturally belong to the ekpuk of their
fathers until they are married. At marriage, they auto-~
matically become members of their husband's ekpuk. Each
ekpuk has a communal land plot in perpetuity. In each
financial year, each ekpuk collects the poll tax from each
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member into & common purse to turn over to thelgovernment.
It ie this register that helpa to confirm, convince and
ascertain the ekpuk to which all adult males belong, The

writer is from an ekpuk known as Rung Imoi. , o

Bthnie group. Contemporary Nigerians vehemently
resent the use of the word "tribe"” tc describe the group of
people to which they belong. Ethnic group is preferred to
»tribe® and this is the phrazse (bu} not tribe} that will |
appear many times in thia work., It refers to & groub of |
pecple having a specific or particular lengusge (not
dialect) and customs different from any other group in the
country. The most cutstanding distinguishing feature among

the various ethnic groups is the difference in language. |

For instance, the author's ethni¢ group is lbibio (see abovg).

There are many ethnic groups in Nigerim. ' f'-~:1
L S

~ Extended family. This, like ekpuk, mlso refers.to .I
people tracing their origin to a common mncestry. It widena
to embrace relatives from both the father's and mother's
gideas. The major distinguishing feature 1s that all the
members of an extended family don't belong te the same
ekpuk. For example, the writer's maternal uncle and the

writer don't belong to the same ekpulk,

Family head, A locel chief in charge of an ekpuk,
He settles minor disputes, collects poll taxr freom his

nyl
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membere, and preaides in ekpuk meetings. Usually he ia the
oldest man in the group. A younger person may, of course,
be appointed if there is gufficient Justiificatlon for 1t.

Hause. An ethnic group in the northern region of
¥igeria, The word also standas fer the language of thie
" particular ethnic group. !

Ibo, An ethnie group (the most populcus) in the
eagtern region. The present East Central State is mede up

* of only people in this group, Ibo also stands for their

language.

" Jman. Villages within the same clan that regard

therzelves ns mllies. There 1a alsc a clan cotermincus

with Noit that bears tkls neme, - 3 ;_il “y

Indirect rule. When Sir Frederick Tugard was nominated
the Governor General of Nigeria in 1912 with the task of |
amalgamating the Northern and Southern Protectorates of the
country, he first introduced this system of government in |
northsrn Nigeria, This wes a systen by which the northern
emirs (title for a traditional native ruler in northern
Kigerin} wera left t¢ rule their own subjects while the
Governor ruled the emirs. In short, gevernmeni orders,

.. ordinancea or laﬁs were administered through native rulera.
Fipally, thié‘system was introduced to the southern part
" 6% Nigeris. '



25

Juju. A native god or object of popular worship;
eg., Anyangs described earlier in this section.

Mbobo. In ancient custom, after girls had reached
puberty, they were to be fattened for about six months or
more in a fatting room. During this period they would eat,
drink and sleep to grow fat. No work was expected of them.
Such girls were called Mbobo till the day when the episode
would end in a public ceremony in the market place.

Market or market place. An open square or plot of

land (at times shaded with shade trees or huts) where the
natives gather to buy and sell their erticles, GSome
markets function daily except Sundays, others function
once or twice a week, However, supermarkets (by Western

standards) are also available in cities.

K.A. (native administration). This was an arm of

the indirect rule by which the local government functioned

in a particular area through the use of the native chiefs
and authorities by the colonial government.

Esit. The name of a clan to which the author of this
work belongs.

Obong, A title of a traditional chief or ruler of a
group; for instance, Obong of Calabar. This is similar to
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aaying the iKing“ of Dngland., Thie title iz peculiar to

the Efik or Ibibio ethnic group. Other ethnic groups also i{ -

have their own titles for this position; eg., Oba of Beninj!
Oni of Ife, and Jajn of Opoba, e

Obong Ikpa-Isong. Traditional title for z c¢lan head.

Pidgin Inglish (Una). Thio is the "nglish of the

gtreet" spoken mainly by pecple who have not gone to school

to learn formal English grammar. It is commonly used in
big citiea where people from various ethnic backgrounds
meet for business or social deels, ZEducated people, how- I
ever, speak it when occasion demands because their non-
literate partnera or customers may not undersiand c¢lassroom
Engiish. Degignating this langusge &5 "Una" gtems from tha

fact that that word is used very frequently in sentences, ' }

eg,, "Make Une come $omorrow,"™ simply mesna telling the

other fellow to come back the next day, Probably this 1s
the commeneat language used in all parts of Nigeria., Some
eall it "broken" English. SRR &

.

Reglonal goverpments. Before the civil war broke

out in 1967, Nigerim was politically divided into five 'ﬁ
regions (East, North, Nidwest, Weat and Lagos) with somé :
degree of gsutonomous government, but sublect to the puper- ;(
vision of the Pederal government, There are meny ethnic

groupsa in a region,

a A

"
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© . Town crier. A village official vho goes through the |
streste giving announcements of important events, drawing
the attention of people by beating his drum. He does this
usually in the evenings unless there is gpeciel reason te

do aoc by day. g : . o L i-'
Ubon., This can be used interchangeably with ekpuk

{zea above), : : T : s .ﬁjﬁ

Yiliage. A collectien or group of houscholds and

ekpuk living together in m specific geographicel area, and
having their own local administrative zachinery just like

. any United States city. Ikoi Xva is the native village of

the writer of this paper,

o
Yillsge head., The ckief or ruler of & villaege. He
preaides over village councils, and rules through consultae

tion with the ekpuk leaders. [

_ ¥illage group., A group of villages (noi necessarily
eﬁterminous) maintaining an unpolluted bond of alliamnce and
friendskip on the principles that the amcient founders of -
their villeges were either blood relatives or great friends._.

They, at times, rate themselves as Imon (see above), il

Yoruba. The largest ethnic group in Western Nigeria,
Their language is also known by the sane name, i

LR L




Figure 1
IDENTITY CHART*
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*Phis chart is typical of Ibibio ethnic group and indicates
gha various socially organized units to which any citizen
elongs.,



* CHAPTER II o o

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

In order to deal satigfactorily om the topic of this
peper, one has to read extensively from various sources and
materinls. It mppears necessary to break down the litera-

ture into categories to indicate the special areas of

concentration.
T
oA

.'Group A
Booka chosen in thie group deal with the general o

principlea end theories of human communicationa, psychology,
eemantics, soclology, linguistics, etc., which are relevant

to the study of humen behavior frreapective of nationglity.

. @roup B

_ Booka in this clas3 are those that are exclusively ﬁy_
on Nigerla. They embrace works in anthropology, geography,
)*_ political seience, history, Nigerian art, etc, (The reason
for this choice 1a evident.) They are intended to give a
comprehensive analysie of the means of communications in

T

the country.

29
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Group ¢

The literature in this area includes those writings
intended to compare and contrast Nigeria with other
countries of the world, Ko better comparison can be done
than by considering other African countiries. With this
view in mind, the reading material in this category will
focus on Africa rather extensively, but not at a total

exclusion of other continents.

Group D
The materials under this classification, in the

author's mind, are periodicals and magazines on current
evenis and developments hinging on the communication systems
of the world as & whole. To present the various literature
classified above in a diagramatic model, the following table
is formulated:

TABLE I
CATEGORIES OF READING MATERIALS

Books Group Group Group Group
A B c D
prea
The World X X
Africa X X X
Nigeria X X X X
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Even.though the grouping of books and other literge
ture is done es thus shown, it must be borné in mind that
in the course of writing this work, the varioue areas will

overlap. The result is that the classification becomes

arbitrary. —r
I. THE IMPORTANCE AND NATURE OF LANCUAGE I

ﬁﬁn has tended {0 be so free with language that he :
peldom pauses to critically asnalyze the whole invelvement
of language. The language that we use does not only put
wvords in our mouths but it alsé puts notions in our heads,
It is right to say, first of all, that the human language

consists of a limited number of varieties of words.

Wendell Johnson mgrees with this view in his book in which
he points out that we do not use words "willy-nilly," but
according to certain rules. While we employ these rules,
we arrange words only in certain ways, Arranglng words in
these ways, we make only certaln kinds of statements.

Making only such siztements, we create truth, in notable -

measure, in the image of our language, QOur words and our
1 it

rules for using them make up our language.

lwendell Johnson, Your Most Enchanted Listener (New
York: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1356}, p. 147.




There 18 no place in thisiwork for mny attempt to.1i1
define language otherwise. From perscnal experienceé we

do lnow langumge in an abastraet sense as nothing other than
the accumulation of symbolized huﬁan experiences., Without

.1t the world would certainly appear void to human ressoning,

and msn would fall short of social identification. In the
words of Charles S. Steinberg, "the basic tool of communica-
tion which relates the individual to the sociml environment

is language.“2 He further emplifies that effective human
communication involves language. This means words that ‘

stand for, or represent, reality. He, however, reminds his‘
readers that 1t is important to understand that words are )
. not things, but symbols that stand for things. This is the
heart of the matter for effective commmication--the notable

difference between language and reality or between "words

and not-words.” . |§ ”:{

Semanticists lock at lsnguage from a rather interegta.
ing perspective., An attempt is made to equate language to I
science, or regard it as a special class of science, ’

In Science gnd Sanity.3 Korgybaki expresses the point

that students must nowedaye consider methematics as & form

26parles 8, Steinberg (Ed.), Mass Media mnd
Communicantion (New York: Hastings House, Publishers, 1965),

p' 4-

3j.lfred Korzybeki, Sclence and Sanity: An Intro-
duction to Non—Aristotelian Systems and General Semantics

[lancaster, Fenn,; TLe Science Press Printing Co., 1341),




.. @ver produced by man, which, "in structure is gimilar, or

A ., T
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of human bebavior and as a language. He explains that the
uncatisfactory definition of "number" hag probably been the

reason that the role of mathematics has been generally mis= |

underagtood. If mathematics were & mers aclence like
astronomy, it would Be possible to define their object,
Bat masn bes not been able to do this. YBy definition,” ha.i
pdds, *"whatever has symbols and propesitions must be con-
sidered & language.® But what kind of lenguage doea
mathematica represent? The answer structurally is simple.'
Although mathematics appears in daily life as a mosat
insufficient language, it seems to be the only lenguage

the most similar® known io the structure of the world and
of our "mervous system." _
It ia not only in this generation that language | _
cbﬁmands the attention of scholers and gresf men. About a T
century ago, Ralph ¥eldo Emerpon remarked that things used
. &8 langunge have inherent charm and atiraction that remmins
everlastingly. In his ewn worde he saild, "Things added to
things, a5 statisties, eivil history, are inventories.
Things used sa language are inexhauwstibly attr&ctive."4 r

i

B 47omn Bartiett {Ed.}, Bartletts Femiliar %uotations,
14th Edition (Boston: Little, Brown and Go,, 1968), p. .



Language, of course, can serve two purposeg——
construction and destruction. We read in the Bible that
God, accepted by theologians and Christians as the creator
of all things, created or made the world with only the words
of His mouth, This was language as is recorded in the Book
of Genesis:

And God said, let there be light; end there was

light. And God saw the light that it was good; and
God divided the light from the darkness, And God

called the light Day, and the darkness he called

night. And the evening and the morming were the
first day. And God said, let there be firmament

As an example of using language for destruction, we
also read the Biblical account of the Tower of Bab91.6 The
people or characters in this story were supposed to be the
descendants of one father--Noah. They had only "one
language and one speech.," It was their unanimous decision
to build a city for themselves with a high tower whose
pinnacle would reach into heaven., Heaven was/is supposed
to be the throne of God. However, the account continues
that God did not like the idea. To prevent them from ful-
filling thelr plan, God decided to confuse them by giving
them different languages which made it impossible for one

James Version, The Foly Bible, The Book of
Genesis, Chapter I, Verses 3-1.

5;b;d., Chapter II, Verses 1-9.
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io understand ancther. Thus, the construction of the city
and the tower ended in a failure, )
In that very passage the exact words cf God are: I

"Go to, let us go down and there confound their langusge,
that they may rot underatand one anothers' speech.™ The
use of the word “us™ suggests that the three "God=in-one"
@lso had a language of thelr own. We cannot doubt at this
point that language i= the major means of communication ;

¢ven in the realm of the supernatural. . L'
e

The importance of language has been the concern of
not only the scholars end astudents of linguistics and _
semantics, but also of other branches of lerrning 1nc1ud1ng
philosophy, Writing on this subject, one famous author

glven the following analysis:

Moat pecple imke language pretty much for granted,
like the eir we breathe. At present, however, many .
specialists, including philoesophers who use a logical=
analytic-method, see the study of meaning and the
grinciples and rules of language &3 the central prob=-

em of philosophy, The philosophers of the ancient
world and the Middle Ages were concerned mainly with
8 reglity that transcended that of the temporal world.
Their search was for "being." The philosophera from
.. . the Renamissances to the nineteenth century looked

- 4inward, they were intereoted mainly In the self, idess

~ in the mind, and the problem of lkmowledge. While these

earlier interests have not disappeared from philesophy,

some philosophers restrict their attention to 1 stie

* analysis snd the details end theory of discoursge.

THarola H. Titus, Living Issues in Philosophy (New
York: American Boock Cempany, f964), P. 282.
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In this work, the muthor cannot, and does not even
. attempt to, tell why there are s¢ many languages in the
world. But the indisputable fact ie that languages differ
from country to country, and from one geoggraphical location
to another even within the same country, Furthermore,.the
variocus words used in the vocabulary of one language, change
their meanings in the course ol time. Thege facta of muléi—
plicity bf languages and the elenents of meening-change
often lead to misinterpretations or misunderstandings in
verbal communieations.

Writing on "The Falsification of Marx's Concepts,®

. Promm sapells out this point very succinctly. He states that

many people today misunderstand Mary because the langusge
of the nineteenth century differs from today's ussage.
SMarx's aim, socialism, based on his theory of man, is
esgentially prophetie¢ Messianism in the language of the
nineteenth century."8

To further illusirate that the use of different
Ianguages creates misunderstanding and leads to felsifica=
tion of ideas, Fromm continues:

It did not help matters that Marx's ecoromic and

'ffwﬁf philozophical manuscripts, his main philosocphical

work dealing with his concept of man, of elienation,

BErich Fromm, Marx's Concept of Man (New York:
Frederick Ungar Publishing Company, 1369}, p. 5.
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of emancipation, etc., had not until now been trans-
lated into PEnglish,9 and hence that some of hias ideaa

. were unknown to the English-gpeaking world,lO ,

People generally have different and varled notione about

languages that are foreign to them. The tendemcy is to

deacribe foreign languages in many ways. One may think
that a certain foreigm lenguage 13 very difficult to 1earn.

Another may regard the smme language ae simple. Others

still may find more descriptive worde and phrases for that

' same language. This view is vehemently supported by the

- following quote:

African languages have sometimes, in the past, been

* Baid to be s0 aimple that they contain vocabularies of
onlty s few hundred words or so difficult as to be
unlearnzble by ordinary Burcopeans or Americans,
Obviously both statements are false, African loaguagen
are highly developed and fine instruments; they are as
expressive and as explanable as their speskers care to
make them,l)

This of course is not to say that it is wrong to describe a

language. In faci, 1t 18 by describing a langusge that the

non-indigenous speakera learn of a foreign language, If K

the desceription is accurately done, ceriain fects reveal :

9mhe firat English version was published in 1959 in
Great Britain by Lawrence and Wishart, Ltd., using a

recently published trenslation by the Foreign Language
Publishing House in Moscow., The translation by T.B.
Bottomore included in Marx's Concept of Man is the first by
any Western schelar, .

101bid.

11Paul Bohannan, Africa end Africans {Garden City,
Eew York:; The NHatural History Presa, 1964), p. 12B.
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themselvea that help ¢thers to learn, or &t least to under=
atand, the sentence structure of the saild foreign language,
This is an important step in compunicating with £Oreignera.
A good example can be drawn from the Navejo language:

The language of the Navajo is vastly different from
our own. It is primarily s language of verbs, so that
what is happening is more central for the Navajo than
what things are., It is difficult to say in their
language that something "is™ good or bad. BRather it
does good or it does harm, Value judgments, like
other judgments, are linked by the structure of the

lenguage to the contexts of actions and to their
conaequences,la

- Even though one may be able io deszeribe, or read and
speak, 8 foreign language, one rarely (or never} has such a .
.- thorough mastery of the foreign language es compared with
that one which is indigenous. This refers to the language
- in which he was brought up. It is & normel expectation
" that a group of persons who are in frequent daily conmtact
opeak more or leas alike,
Usually the language of the household or “mother
tonguetia counted as the basic one of & person, and
the group of people with whom one habitually com-

punicates in this lapguage is one's primary linguistic
community.l3

This point of view is unmistakably confirmed by
~ Crocker and Eich, They reiterate the fact that human beings

120.r01d@ H. Titus and Maylon H. Hepp, The Range
Philosophy (New York: American Book Company, 1964 i _559.

13Philip Wagner, The Human Use of the Earth (London:

The Froe Press of Glencoe, Collier-Macmillan, Ltd., 1964),
P. 39.

R YR
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are able to speak long before they learn to read. All ‘are,

| initiated into the realm of the language sounds while in the
 ¢radle. It is with the help of the parents that our infants
gradually begin to attach significance te those sounds., In
ﬁ: the words of these authors, "Your own first attempts to
reproduce them--your mama and dada, for instance--may have
" been intelligible only to your family and to youw,. but they
sufficed for a language . . . ."14
As development progresses, we noilce that pecple cut-

side our immediate families begin to come into our lives.
Circunstances automatieally forée us to drop our familiar -
. language for & wmore wldely sccepted set of sounds standing
for things and ideas. For instance, "even though wawa

plainly and unmistakably meant water to you and to your

{ mother, you had to change it to water 1f you wanted the
neighbers to understand you.“ls

In a very practical aense, everybody hae e neighbor.

But does this mean that all people understand the same !

language? The answer is in the negative, Observation is
enpugh to explain why all do not speak and understand the
eame langusge. Local speech forms tend to be distinctive

14Lione1 Crocker and Louis M. Eich, Oral Readin
i {Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc,, 1964), p. 94,

157p14., p. 95.
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but ofien resemble cloeely those of neighboring groups,
Speech practices vary gradually with spatial and social ||
distance from group to group. Philip Wagner agrees with |
this view. In his comment, he declares that the speech
forms of many local groupa, varying somewhat among them-
solves, may be grouped together as dinlects, and dialects |
in {urn into languages,
Each language or dimlect usually correéponﬂs te
- a glven territory and to a glven populaticn.
Eventually because of historieal ¢ircumstances,
sharp spatial discontinuities between spesch groups
are met with which represent the boundaries of
pajor communities of linguistic descent.l6

Wagner goes on to illustrate his point by eiting the

pitustion in Austiris and CGermmny where there i3 a gradusl .
transition between loecal dimlects, from Styria to the North
Sea, A peagant from Tyrol might fipd it hard to undersiand
an old=-fashioned fisherman from_the Baltic, though they
- speak dialects of the sBame etock, but each can understand
the dielects neighboring oﬂ hiz own. . ' I
' What Wagner cites about the two mentioned countries
holds true within the confines of Nigeria which iz but one
couwntry. - o :
L ¥any people may think that the speaking of a common
langunge by a group ia enough to establish &£ communal .i
reiationship. This is not necessarily true. In our studiea

16pni1ip Wagner, op. cit., p. 40.



in soclal sciences, we realize that communal relationships
may rest on various types of affectual, emotional or tra~ |
ditional bases. Examples are a religious brotherhood, an.
erotic relationship, B relation of personal loyalty, &
national coﬁmunity, the eogprit de corps of a military wnit.

The communal type of relatliomship is, according.to the usual
Interpretation of 1ts subjective meaning, the most radical

entithesis of confliet., This should not, however, be i

allowed to obscure the fact that coercion of all sorts is a

very common thing in even the most intimate of such communal,
relationshipa i1f one party i1s weaker in character than the

other. S - : o LA
_ Essentially, the use of a common language in a grcép
pakes social interecourse easy within a group and makes
relationships essccistive rather than communal. Ho
authority 1s more worth quoting in this respect than Max
¥eber. He eays: C : . S

Community of language; which arises from a simi-

larity of tradition through the family and the i

surrounding sccial environment, facilitates mutual
understanding, and thus the formation of all types
of social relationshipe, in the highest degree.

But taken by itself it is not sufficient to consti-
tute B communal relationship, but conly for the
facilitation of intercourse within the groupe
concerned, thus for the development of associative
relationships., In the first place, thilis takes placse
between individuals, not because they speak the same
language, but because they have other types of
intereats.l7

o 17May Weber, The Theory of Socinl and Eeonomie
" Organization (New York: —The Free Press, 1968), p. 138.

»
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_ Hhaf hags thus far faxed the imaginatlion of sceial
ecientists, lingwists, anthropelogiste, philologists,
semanticista, psychologiets, philosophers, and all other
clesses of scholars and intellectuals is the origin of
language, Many interesating theoriee as to the origin of
language have been propounded, Stuari Chase mentions four '
theories characterized ss: {1) the bow-wow theory: words
as imitating sounds of animals, (2) the pooh-pooh theory:
language as developed from exclamations, (3) the ding-dong
theory: words origirvating from hearmony between sound and
aense, as in "buzz" and "orack,” and {4) the yo-he-ho '

theory; cries in common muscular effori, as 1ln sailors'
chanteys.l® Chase himself admits that sll theordies advanced
thus far are probably beyond the test of operation and so
remaln unverified hypotheses.

. Other authors on the same subject have alsé expressed
" similer concerns about the origin of language. In An |
Intreduction to Linguistic Science, Edgar Sturtevant mskes

1t clear that linguists have undertaken much futile dis-
cussion and have reached the concluslon that the data with
which they are concerned yield little or no evidence about

the origin of human speech. He adds that the recorded history

Harcourt, BRrace and World, 9358}, p- &7.

18 '
Stuart Chase, The TErann§ of Words {New York:
; c‘
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of language, even when supplemented by the prehistoric
reconstructions of the comparative method, covers only a
small fraction of the development to which language has been
pubjected since its origin, From available material, a
great deel can be learmed about the later steges of this
development; but it does not carry us appreciably nearer
the beginning. He emphasizes that we can no longer expect
the study of the speech of "primitive peoples" to shed
light on the crigin of speech. As far as we know there is
no indication that any language spoken today has had a
shorter history or a slower development than any other,

Furthermore, Sturtevant points out that similarly
the speech of young children has not so far yielded any
clear results for our purpose, From birth children are
under the influence of ordinary speech, which they proceed
to imitate. If they ever strike out for themselves as the
firast speakers must have done, we can scarcely hope to
identify thease exploita.lg

In a concentrated deliberation on the origin of
language, Umoh uses a Bible approach and traces its origin
to the creator of all things. He shows that God who made
man in His own image was able to speak. "It is, therefore,

193d5ar Sturtevant, An Introduction to Linguistic
jence {New Haven, Conn,: lsmle UnIversIty Press, 194717,

pn -
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doubtless thet man jnherited langusage from his creatorel

~ who himself spoke a language and declded to make man just o
a9 hinself.*?l : _ iff“:
The nature of lenguage has also formed an interest- f

: ing topic for semonticists and scholara of communicatlon.
It is not surprising that this should be the case. As
already pointed out in thiz work, there is a general
tendency for people io take language for granted just aa

. we take the air that we breathe. This is the case because

we are all born into & group or aociety that has or uses a
specific language. However, some socleties use two differen

" languages though the degree of mastery may vary. _ \
g
Commenting ¢n the nature of language, Buerson saya,

Because of this radical correspondence between
visible things and human thoughts, savages, who have
only what is necessary, converse in figures. A4s we
g¢ back in history, language becomes more picturesque,
until its infancy, when it is all poetry; or all
spiritua} facts sre presented by natural symbols, The
same symbols are found to make the originsl elements

of all lenguages,<22

20Tha uss of "creator" indicates that that author
does not believe in the theory of evolutiom.

213unday M. Umok, "Human Communjication," an
vopublished term peper, U.5. Internationsl University, San -
Diego, Califormia, 1969, p. 2. '

22
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lan g: Nature (Boaton:
Jemea R, Osgood and Company,’l§73E, p. 35

B Y. o . . .- co E s
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'The statement of Whorf on the same topic presents

another interesting view. He writes, _ =.ﬂ.

My own siudies suggest, to me, that language, for
- gll its kingly role, is in some sense & superficial
embroidery upon deeper processes of conscioushess
which are necessary before any commmication, signale— |
ing, or symbolism whatever c¢azn occur and which alseo
can at a pinch effect comzunication (though not true :
agreg%entg without languages and without symbolism's T
aidn ' .
Upon all that has been said, we ought not to play | |
down the importance ¢f language as a unigue characteristic
of the human race that distinguishes humana from non-humans,
When we consider the history of the primitive man, the |
importance of language becomes very significant. In dis= '
cussing this matter, Cofer and Appley point out very

dramatically that it was/is only language that made man

different from, and superior to, other creatures.

. Like the apes, snakes, fishes, and birds, the
primitive man had the property of self-induced motion. Im | _
fact, the monkeys and other primates were superlor to man o
in matters of agility. But the most important feature or
characteristic of man that gave him & total superiority

and control over other creatures was/is the abllity to uae

language which remains unigue to the human kingdom.24 .

23 |
o Benjamin Iee Whorf, L e, Thought and Reality

(New York: John Wiley and Soms, 1%?55. B. 233, ;o
24G.N. Cofer and M.H, Appley, Motivetion-Theory and
Research (New York: John ¥iley and Sons, 1008), Pp. 49-20.
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II. THE IMPORTANCE, SIGNIFICANCE AND NATURE OF CULTURE :
. In order for us to undersiand hbuman behavior in a
correct perspective, we must ¢learly understend that every
human infant is born into tkhis world with & dual heritage.
These sre (1) biological, and (2) cultural. Riological
inheritance is tronsmitied through the genes from one
generation to another. Cultural {nheritance representa _
the one into which the child grows and which he must aasi-?
milete to become a person, These cultural and sociaml '

institutions form a new environment that engulfs each
individual as much as does the air that he breahtes, enter-
" ing into the child and nourishing him into a person rather |
than an animal, teaching him how to live and how to survive,

as an Americen, a Nigerian, or a Zulu, depending on where
" he happens to be born. -
S It 15 sefe for one to accept or regard the above _
paregraph as the author's brief definition of culture. ABTW
is the casse with any populsr subject, many suthora have
published several volumes on eculture and its related
attributes. Theodore Lidz metaphorically comparea culture
" with a builder's or sculptor's instrument, the mold. He
gucclnctly atatea: - '
The culture in which the child is raised serves
a8 a mold to shape the rough outlines of his persone
ality, delimit his drives and provide organizatiocn

to the manifold waye of adapting to the environment
perpitted men by his physical endowment. Although

+
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the repressive and limiting influencesz of Bociety
beve been bemomned, delimitation is gpgeniial to
the realization of potential. Man cannot develcp
into & harmonious entity without it, Indeed, withe
out the skills and customs provided by society, he
eannot be anyone at all.Z25

Culture is actually treasured in the human kingdom
a8 1f it were a material wealth, Just as people defend
their poasessions and really fight a trespasser, so do
pecple take up amrma, when necessary, in defense of thelr

' culture, John Nef states it convineingly as follows:
The only justification for war 1s the defense of
- & ewlbure worth defending, snd the gtates of the
. modern world have less and less to defend beyond
+ thelr material comforts, in spite of the claims of
some to represent fresh eoncepts of civilization.26

The inguieitive mind may ask how culture actually
originates and the dimensions of itas growth. To answer
this question, some authorities have published concise

gtatements about the cause of culture and the course it
takes, KNoted in this group of authors are Eather M.
ILloyd-Jonea and Korah Rosenau. They point out that from
* ope point of view, culture may be said to be "the result

I of man's siruggle with the physical environment and his
attempis to understand both the nature and the meaning of

that Btruggle.“27

: 25Theodore Lidz, The Person (New York: Basic Books,
Inc., Publishers, 1968), pp. 13=14. ;
I 26
: . *John U, Nef, War and Humen Progresas (New York:
¥.¥. Norton and Comp;ny. Ine., 1568}, p. 41,

2735ther M, Iloyd-Jones and Rorah Rosaenau (Z3=.),
Soeiml and Cultural Foundations of Guidonce {New York:
Holt, Rinehart and ¥instion, Inc., 1968}, p. 210,




" The elements of a scciocultural system include itas indi-

.. ships are organized and regulated so that the taske y

.u!_figuf o S "_-. _ : :i“:4? -
In furiher analysis, they dbring out the fact that
soclietles end cultures are not merely agagregates of
atructures and symbols that cope with the probleﬁa of
collective 1ife. They are, rather, coherent systems. This

means that thelr content and functioning are dependent on

" and partly determine the nature of each of their elements.
vidual members; the arrangements by which their relation—

neceasitated by group life are accomplished; and the :
beliefy, goals, values, and other symbols which give rise
to and direct individusl and group behavior. In summary, !
they affirm that "the culture as a whole provides the

membery of any society with an indispensable guide in all
the mffeirs of life 20 B

fI‘ Vhen a group cof people generﬁlly object to a ceitain
practice or way of life, we tend to blame it upon the cul= |
ture of the people. And when other modes of life are
adopted or accepted instead, culture similerly takea the
credit. A good example is geen in the current discussion
on abortion and birth control. Writing about Japan in this

connection, Chester Hunt saya, *Japeness culture haa not

Brpia,, p. 213.
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developed the repugnance to abortion found in many other
countries, and it is a practice which offers population
control with a minimum of change in family relationships,*2d

Because of diversities in culture, it makes it
difficult or ineguitable to judge court cases--either
eriminal or civil--by a single code of law, The BEuropean
powers that colonized African countries realized this fact.
What T.R, Batten says is an appropriate guotation in this
respect:

The provision of suitable courts for the trial of
civil and crizinal cases has sometimes been difficult.
Buropean law cannot properly meet the needs of people
whose background is still that of the tribe, although
they are temporarily living away from it. And, where
the population includes people of many different
tribes, there is no one hogﬁ of acceptable cusiomary
law which can be enforced.

One can hardly win the confidence of the people whose
culture one disregards. We read in history of cases in
which the colonial powers in Africa could not execuie an
effective administration unless and until they respected
the traditional ways of life of the natives. O0f course,
the colonizers had Lhe power to punish the inhabitants of
the colonies. But no amount of punishment would cause a

group of people to abandon their culture easily. The

290hester L. Funt, Social Aspects of Economic
evelopment (New York: MeGraw-Hi ok Company, 1966),

P.

3OT.B. Batten, Problems of African Development
(london: Oxford University Press, 1966), p. 105.
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British found this to be true in West Africa. J.D. Page
explains the situation as follows:

In Ashanti, British direct administration had never
won the confidence of the people, During the 1920's
the work of a government anthropologist, Captain R.S.
Rattray, revealed that this failure could in large

be explained by the fact that the political life
of the Ashantis could not be separated from their
social customs and religious beliefs,3l

Fage's account reveals that after the British had dis-
covered their serious encroachment upon the Ashantis
Culture, they took immediate steps to set things right.
This illustrates the importance of culture to a society.
Psychologiste have gone all the length to link up
motivational problems with culture, Investigations are
thus carried out in oxrder to fully verify such hypotheses.
This is clearly illustirated in the work of two popular
co-authors, Cofer and Appley, as shown in these lines:
It is not purprising, then, that social psycho-
logists, anthropologists, and sociologists develop
hypotheses concerning motivation. Their hypotheses
generally tend to relate motivational process to the
experiences of individuals in their particular cul-
tures. Investigators in this tradition, while often
aware of blological ractors and responaive to them,
are likely to emphasize cultural determination

through experience rather than universal biological
characteristics or biological predeterminiam,3

57 X
J.D. Page, Introduction to the History of West
Africe (Casteidgsr’ Unlversiir Fross, TobiT - B,

320oter and Appley, op. cit., p. 17.
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There is sufficient evidence that in order to bring
change to a community, an attempt must first be made towards
changing the culture. This means that one must first under-
stand the culture of the people concerned because any
significant change that may be proposed essentially means
changing the culture. Any quick change in strongly held
norms, values, and practices ordinarily requires much more
than a campaign by mass media, It, in fact, usually
requires a basic change in the surrounding situation. Two
co-editors, Lerner and Schramm, cite a good example in their
description of farming in Yucatan.

They describe that farming among these people is not
simply a way of securing food. It is also & way of worship-
ping the gods. Before a man plants, he builds an altar in
the fields and prays there. He must not speak boisterously
in the cornfield; it is a sort of temple. The cornfield is
planted as an incideni in a "perpelual sacred contract”
between supernatural beings and man., This account is
narrated to confirm the statement that “if communication is
going to suggest an innovation it had better explain it in
terms that are acceptable to the culture where change is

expected to occur."33

33Dnniel Lerner and Wilbur Schran (Eds.), Communica-
tion mand Change in Develo Countries (Honolulu: EFast—
Vest Center Press, 1967), pPe 21.
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The word "culture"™ has become so significant in the
minds of modern scholars that it becomes associated with,
or regarded ap, art or operation to be performed. Montagu
ptresses that the "culture" of certain essential qualities
of mind should constitute a basic fulfillment of the birth-
right of every human being. It is this "culture of the
human mind" that he regards as "the finest of all the
arts—and one of the most ::mglan::tet!."!'4

There is no doubt that cultural diversities impede
international communications and can cause misunderstanding.
It is worthy of note that a well-known semanticist, S.I.
Hayakawa, shares thie point of view in his book>? in which
he explains that a simple English "NO" tends to be inter-
preted by members of the Arab culture as meaning "YES."
A real "NO" would need to be emphasized; the simple "NO"
indicates merely a desire for further negotiation. He
further commenis that the determination of the relationship
between the patterns of thought of the cultural or national
group whose ideas are to be communicated, to the patterns
of thought of the cultural or national group which is to

receive the communication, is an integral part of

34pshley Montagu, The Cultural Man (Cleveland: The
World Publishing Company, 1958), pp. li-14.

35g,1 Hayakawa (Ed.), The Use and Misuse of L_gﬁnﬁe—
elected Essays from BIC (Greenwich, Conn.: Fawcett ca-

ons, Inc., 1967), pp. 46-49.
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jnternational communication, PFailure to determine auch '
relationships, and to act in accordence with such . o
determinations, will moet unavoidably lesd to misunder- |
standings. B ' o

- EKarl Pblanyi36 goes all the length to aclkmowledge

tﬁat 2 social calamity is primarily a cultural not an
economic  phenomenon that can be measured by income figures

or population statistics. *"Cultural catastrophes,” he

says, "invelving broad strata of the common people can
naturally not be frequent; but neither are catsclysmic

events like the Industriasl Hevolutlion——an economic earth-

queke which Yransformed withirn lesa than half a century vast
masses of the English couniryside from settled folk into
shiftless migrants.," By his further expatiation, a social
clase forms part of a asociety inhabiting the same geo- - ot
graphical area, while culture contact cccurs usually
batween societies settled in different geographical regions.
In an interesting analysis, he shows how culture
relates to the money system of our present economie
principles. "Cultural anthreopology deals with meney s a
semantic system simllisr to writing,lenguage, or weights

and neasures."3?

3630e Essays of Earl Polanyi in George Dalton (Ed.),
Primitive, Archaic and Nodern bconomics (Garden City, N,T.:
ay end Company, inhc., 15681, DPP. 46—47._ -

- J1bsa., p. 194,
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The complex nature of Afriea.nja aboriginals tends to
give African culture such dignity that induces profound
excitement in many authors. In a rather dramatic account
of African custom regarding family life, Max Gluckman says
that African domestic life, in anthropological summaries,
seems to be full of specianl observances, and of ceremonies
to mark the advancement of individuals from birth, through
weaning and puberty, to maturity and old age. These cus-
toms and taboos serve to mark out marital and parental
relationships., In many tribes marital intercourse is
"fraught with mystical danger" and has to be approached
with ritual safeguards, while casual liaisons occur without
customary inhibition., A menstruating woman is full of this
mystical danger, She herself may be dangerous {o things
virile, From early infancy "girls taboo certain foods to
protect their future children,"” A mother's milk has some-
times to be cleansed of ritual impurity before her child
can édrink it, Thus marital and maternal functions are

38ytrica is the second (to Asia) largest continent
in the world., Various races, ethnic groups, or tribes of
people that live in specific geographical areas within the
continent have their peculiar ways of life. Certain customs
and practices are at times not expounded to strangers, The
resulit is that no one person, even an African, can rightly
boast of being a celebrated authority on African affairs,
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given a "cultural distinctiveness over and above their

organic hasis.'39
¥illiam John Hanna realizes the fact that culture

can be multi-based. This is basically true in Africa as a

whole, "Throughout Black Africa, traditional continuity

means contemporary cultural duality."o

Two co-editors equally recognize this feature as
they convincingly call atitention to the "culiural duality
of all contemporary politiecal aystems.'41

Some authors see culture as a distinguishing feature
betwveen man and other creatures:

Culture, rather than social institutions, is what
distinguishes man from the rest of the biological
world, Other animals, and in.ects as well, have
societies, but only man uses language, manufactures
tools, and possesses art, religion and other aspects
of culture. The concern with culture rather than
with society and social institutions thus emphasizes
the specifically human elements of man's behavior,42

39}!&1 Gluckman, Custom and Conflict in Africa
(Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1955), P. 4.

40%‘11113.1:1 John Hanna (Ed.), Independent Black
Africa (Chicago: Rand lNcNally and Company, 1964), p. 20.

4cabriel A, Almond and James S. Coleman (Eds,),

The Politics of the Develo Areas (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 11156 Ts Pp. 20=23.

424111iam R. Bascom end Melville J.(g;i'skovita (Eds.),
Continuity and Change in African Cultures cago: The
University of Chicago Press, 1958), p. 1.
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After reading extensively about culture, it seeas

right to agree with Frank Moore that cross-cultural like-
nesses are subcultural, the limits and conditions of
culture:

Such more or less recurrent near-regularities of
form or process as have ito date been formulated for
culture are actually mainly sub-cultfural in nature,

They are limits set to culture by physical or organic

factors. The so-called "cultural constants” of

family, religion, war, communication,and the like

appear to be biopsychological frames veriably filled

with cultural content, so far as they are more than

categories reflecting the compartments of our own

Occidental logico-verbal culture.43

Generally, people in any given society or institution

hold so tenaciously to their culture that sociologists
invent the word, "Cultural lag," Hayekawa'? defines this
phrase as "the continued existence of obsolele institutional
habits and forms (like the systems of county government in
many states of the Union, geographically arranged to suit
the needs of a horse-drawn rural population)." He sums up
"cultural lag" in a peculiarly appropriate everyday expression
as "horge-and-buggy ways," )

It is this institutional®” inertia that constitutes

& basic reason for insoluble problems in human societies.

43prank W. Moore (Ed.), Readings in Cross-Cultural
Methodology (New Haven, Conn.: Hral greas, igagj, p- 100.

44
3.1. Hayakawa, Lan e in Thought and Action
Second Edition (New Yo;k: ﬁ%%court, ce and wWorig, inc..

1964), pp. 299-300.

‘5As used in sociology, an institution is an organized
pattern of group behavior, well established and accepted as
a fundamental part of a culture (American College Dictionary).
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Vhen we stretch our imagination a 1ittle to analyze why a
Hindu worshipper from India would not eat beef even when he
is about to starve to death; why a Mohammedan woman of
Horthern Nigeria would never enter a public place without
covering her head; or why Americans celebrate their Thanks-
glving festival with turkey dinner, we can appreciably
understand what culture is and what it means to the
particular peoples involved.

While there is a unanimous agreement that culture
also reveals itself through the works of art of the people,
we find it logical to have a brief look into Nigerian culture
from this perspective. Recent archaeclogical discoveries
at the "Nok Culture™ show that the "cultural heritage in
some parts which now form Nigeria go back to over 2,000
years.“‘s

At the National Museum in Lagcs.47 examples of worka
from all over the Federation present a kaleidoscope of the
nation in 1ts "diversity of crafts."” Relics of local
origin are preserved in smaller museums in at least ten
other towns. O0f the various forms of art, wood carving is
probably the commonest form of artistic expression——
particularly among those who live in the southern region

‘B"Higsria.' Washington, D.C.: A publication for
general information by the Embassy of Nigeria, 1968,

47Lngos is the capital of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria.
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where nature's bleasing manifests ltself in abundance of
Juxuriant woods, All over this &rea sculptora have |
flourished since time immemorial, meking figures "for
shrines, for poriraiture, for maska, and for representetion
of the spirits.”

_ There iz no doubt in the conclusion that while
Nigeriats past is rich, the present is ever lively with
indigenous culture. _ _
-~ It is not easy (and perhaps not poa#ible) for one to
reﬁd all the literature ever published on culture., And, of
¢ourse, such has not been the intention of the author. 3But
before taking.up another headlinef the author chcoses to
share Malinowski's definition of culture as quoted by
Gluckman in his collected esseys. T"Culture is ihe whole

body of implements, the charters of its social groups,
humen idess, beliefs and customs."*® with this under-
gtanding, it is certain that the human kingdom is never
without B culture, |

ITI, THE NATURE AND SCOPE OF COMMUNICATION

In & recent conversation with a friend, the author

of this worl was asked, "What are you studying in school?™
g

43Hax Gluckman, Order snd Rebellion in Tfibal Africa
(¥ew York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1963), P. @2l. :

1
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He replied, "Communications.™ That friend appeared not to
.understand why that subject or course should be taken. He
gaid, "Why do you waste your time studying communications?
Everybody who has ever mef you kmows that you are a good .
speaker.” : - {'??"L;ﬁ
_ . The analyszis of the ahove brief conversation reveals
a layman's interpretation or underatandihg of what communi-
cation is, He thinks that communleation simply means to
talk, This type of simplistic conception has made it rather
neceasary for scholars in the field to define communication,
even though it is realized that a precise definition is -
gurrounded by wagueness and contradiction. In fact, scme :
would argue that it is unnecessary to define communication-
tbhat everyone understends what 1t means, Others would hold
that such a slippery term must have some boundaries in o
order to fulfill its conceptunl promise. There is no ”4
doubt, of course, that there are so numerous definitions of
commmication in the literature that reviewing them in I
detail is tangential {o the auther's purpcse. It is hoped o
that to cite Just a few will suffice.
_ Barnlund says that commmication has been conceivsd
Iitructurally (sender——measage-;receiver), functlonally
) {encoding--decoding), and in terms of intent {expressive—-
.'  1nstrumental). It has been defined with reference to source

{production of messages), channel (signal transmission),




recelver (attribution of meaning), code (symbolizing),

effect (evoking of response}, and in ways that combine
49

several of these criteria.

To sowe, communication is "the process of trans-
mitting stimuli® (Schramm), "the establishzent of - - |
commonzge” (Morris), "conveying meaning® {kewcomd), or ,#?

rall the procedures by which-one mind affects snother"

{Weaver). : L ) . . R
o To others, it is "interaction by means of signe and
symbols "(Lundberg), "the sharing of activily, excitemen$,
information® (Hefferline), or "the signals that individuals
meke to each other or which they detect in’each other and
which may be conscious or unconscioua®™ (Cameron). .
i 8.5. Stevens presents a useful point of departure Jhi
in clarifying the word "communication® which coumunclogists
widely adopt. "Communicetion is the dizcrizinatory resaponse
of an organism to a stimulus."?C This definition says that
communication occurs when one environmeantal disturbance
(the stimulua) impinges on an organism and the organism - |
does something about it (makes a diseriminatory reSponse}..
1f the stimulus is ignored, there has been no communication.

49Dean C. Barpnlund, Interpersonal Communication
(Boston: Houghion Mifflin Company, 1568), F. 5.

: SoS.S. Stevens, "A Definition of Communication,®
Journal of Acousticnl Society of Amerieca, 1950, p, 689,
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3teinberg talks of communication as a process that
requiréﬂ four factors in order to function. He peinta ocut
that there must be: (1) the communieator, (2) the i b
recipient, (3) the communjeation content, and (4) the
effect of communication.Sl
Even before a human infant is able to speak, he i
etill is imbued with a sense of communication. The fact -N
that he cannot speak makes ho difference., Desmond Morris. '
gives an interesting account of this. He writes tkat at
the pre-verbal stagee before the maseive machinery of
symbolic, culturel communicatlon hae bogged us down, we

rely mich more on tiny mevemente, postural changea and

tones of volee than we need to in later life. "If the
mother is making tense and pgitated movements, no matter
how concealed, she will communicate these to her child,
Jf at the pame time she gives a sirong emlle, it does not
fool the infant, it omly confuses 1t."52

Berakovit353 gees ability to read and write as an
inportant factor facilitating communication, He convincingly
narrates that even in pre-machine days in Purope, or in the

Slcharles 5. Steinberg, op. cit., p. 4.

52 Deamond Morris, The Naked EE- {New York: MeGraw—
Bi11 Book Company, 19675, pp. 125-1

53Melville J. Herskovitas, Economic Anthropolog --The
Economic Life of Primitive Feople “THew York: W.Ww. orton
and Company, Inc., 1865}, P. 22.



non-machine but "literate cultures"™ of Asia, the "range of
-comsunication and the consequent breadth of horizon® of
these pecples were and ere in general greater than those of
gn African or a North American Indian tribe, or even, for
all their voyaging, of the inhabitants of the Polynesian
islands, o _ ;
~ Communication is sald hylnance to have thfee levels
| in human encounters. The three that he menticns ere: (1)}
intrapersonal, (2) interpersomal, and (3} person-te-group
levels,”* _ ) _ R
. Like any other process, communicsilon is not foid of
”prﬁﬁlema but rather, it is pregnant with problems from many
fronts. Shannon and \:aver have tried to ident;fy these
points or levels of problems. The three significant levels
mentioned by them are "technicsl, semantic, and effective-
ness" prcblems.55 e
Edward T. Hall quickly agrees withk Shannon and

Veaver that man faces problems in commmnications. He ia
interested in the level that Shannon and his friend label

&3 "semantic,™ which clearly shows itself when people of

4 prank E.X. Dance, Human Communication Theory (New
York: Holt, Rinehnrt and ¥inston, 1Ac., 1967), P- 258.

5501aude E, Shannon and Warren ¥Weaver, The
Mathematical Theory of Communication (Urbana: The -
University of I ois Press, 1949), PP~ 95=97.
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different cultural backgrounds meet, In eloquent terms,

Hall says,

Difficulties in intercultural communication are
geldom seen for what they are, When it becomes
apparent for people of different countries that they
ere not understanding one another, each tends to
blame it on "those foreigners,™ on their stupidity,
deceit and eraziness.”

Everything about man focuses on communication. DBesa
Sondel's assertion of this fact ig a convincing testimony.
He says, "A buman being with his unique past, present, and
future is at the center of the communication process."57

This statement alsoc confirms that communication as earlier

pointed out, is in fact a process. We know what a process

1mpliea which is "change."
h In modern schools of political thought communica-
tion plays such a prominent role that the effectiveness of
& soverelgn government becomes predicated on its communica-
tion machinery., lLerner and Schramm succinctly emphasize
this point: ' ' L B
As the government of & country plans, executes,
end supervises national development, it 1s assumed

that the responsibility for educating the community
regarding the necegsity for development, and

55Edward T, Hall, The Silent Language (Counecticut:
Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1963}, P. fo.

573535 Sondel, The Humanity of Words {Cleveland:
The World Publishing Company, 1998), P. B3.



publicizing the targets and achievements of various
national schemes, primarily rests with the govern-
ment and its communication media.S8

Between teachers and students, employers and

employees—in shori, in all fields of human activiiy--~the
question of communicotion always causes much concern, This
has led to the mention of encounter or T-~groupsz in which i

*barriers to-communication"59 ray sometimes become the

central theme, It was ln such & session that one of the
participants—an executive perscomnel of a c¢ompany—was asked
to prepare a report on "Ways of Failing and Succeeding in '
Copmunication.®™ He began ms follows: :
I have jotted down a numbder of aphorisms which are !f
expressive of what seems to be a8 national dispesition !
to discourage person-to-person communication, and this
is & land where communiesticn az a technology and waey
of life has reached its apogee.b60 .

_ Experts do net only talk of the importance ol -’ ay
communication in a learning situntion, but they also suggest
useful techniques of teaching the subject to pupils. This
i3 what certain co-auwthors refer to as "Communication

Ebrmula.'sl This formula in simple terms includes the

5®paniel Lerner and Vilbur Sehramm, op. cit., p. 168,

59Dr. Alfred J, Morrew, Behind the Exceutive Mask
(Bew York: American Management association, 1964), P. 107.

€0

Ibid,

g 61y, Ray Rucker, V.C. Arnspiger end Arthur J. Brodbeck,
Human Values in Education {Dubuque, Iowa: William €. Brown
- Company, rublishers, 1969), pPP. 47-49.
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following categories: the communication, the message, the
audience, and the effect.

Others might have tended to ignore communication
pystems; but Finkle and Gable have identified "two main
types of public communication systems--media and m‘al."s2
These two types are differentiated according to the para=-
digmatic question of communication research: ¥ho says
what, how, to whom? The differences on these four

variables are presented in tabular form as follows:

TABLE II
MEDIA AND ORAL SYSTEMS OF COMMUNICATIOR

Media Systems Oral Systems

Channel Media (broadcast) Oral (point to point)

udience |Mass (heterogeneous) Primary (homogeneous)
urce Professional (skill) Hierarchical (status)
ntent (Descriptive)* (Prescriptive)*

#This indicates that the author suspects, but cannot
demonstrate, that there is regularity in this variation
around the world. The evidence of content variation
between the two typea available is confined to a study
made in the Middle East several years ago.

62ja80n L. Finkle and Richard W, Gable, Political

Develofment and Social Change (New York: John Wiley
* nc.. mj' P. 1 .
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. Maslow®> agreea with Dance in the principlg';f theory
of intrapersonal communication. He talks of the effects of
"peak-experiences” belng communicated within an individual.
And from within it can menifest itself, He deglares that
*axpression and communication™ in the "peak-experiences®
tend often to become poetic, mythical and rhapsediec, as if
this were the natural kind of language to express such
states of being. ' ' )

More interest is introduced into the subject of
communication by McLuhan in bis metaphorical expression:
*Clothing and housing, rs extensions of skin and heat con-
trol mechanicels, are media of commuwnication, first of all,
in the sense that they shape and rearrange ithe patterns of

human association and cummunit:.r."ﬁ4
Maxwell Maltz65 agrees with Mcluhan and more clearly
illusirates the ﬁeint that effective conmunication iz
thermostatic in nature by virtue of a feedback, He stresses
that in any sort of social situation there 1B m constant
Interaction going on between speaker and llstener, actor

and observer. And without this constant communication,

$3pvrahan H. Maslow, Toward a Poychology of Being:
2nd Edition (Princeton, N,J.: D. Var Hostrand Company,

Inc., 19687, pp. 10%9-110.

- 64yarshall McLuhan, Understanding Media {New York:
The American Library, 1964), pp. 12 S -

6 Maxwell Maltz, Psycho-Cybernaties (New York:
Pocket Hooks, 1970), p. Xi6.
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back and forth, human relations and social activities
would be virtually impossible. And if not impossible,
certainly dull, boring, non-inspiring and dead, without

"sparks."”

It appears appropriate to present Barnlund's dia-

gramatic model of communication herez.s6

Figure 2
MODEL OF COMMUNICATION

information
source transmitter Receiver Destination

Bignal received
eignal
message message

noise source

The weakness of this diagram as presented here is that the
feedback loop is not presented. From what has been dis-
cussed, it is clear that effective communication system

must involve a two-way traffic.

66pean C. Barmlund, op. cit., p. 24.



St 7" Iy, SUMMARY TO THE CHAPTER

All the literature reviewed thus far in the field orl_
communication has revealed one sazlient and irrefutable :
- truism. ©Of all the creatures inhabiting the earth, man is
the only one capable of communiceting with his primeval
encostors, his contepporaries, and with his posterity, It
is this significant atiribute that malea man unguestionably |
a unique species of mortal creature. ii__

The approach in this chapter haa been to review.
writings in three specific areas, and that on general terms
without special effort to concentrate on writings referring
particularly 4o Nigeria. The three aress, of courese, are
on language, cwlture and communication, If it sounds a
rather unusual approach to review the literaturé for a E
dissertation in such a way, a sacond look at the topic of -
the paper will signal some Justification,

Language, it will be remembered, is an integral
component of culture, end human ccocmmunicetlon is posaible

only in terms of culture, Therefore, the three main '

S
headinge——languege, culture and communication--remain |
almecst inseparable as a three-~in-one unit. For the purpose
of laying a generasl groundwork for this paper, the litera-
ture is also reviewed on generzl principles and theories

of the three identified areas. Rigeria has her culture
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(many and diversified according to the pultiplicity of

- ethnie groups}, and comminicates, like any other nation-
alities, by the medium of language, We are, therefore,
certain that what has been written in general terms will §
be brought into focus with Nigeria in the suceeeding o
chapters of this work. L
;. The fact that certain books have besen reviewed in
this chapter does not indicats that such books will no more
be quoted in this discourse nor does it imply that the whole
digsertation will be limited to the works of the few muthors
recognized in the chapter, '

. . For the purpose of creating a logical concluaion to
this chapter which deals with review of literature, my
readers aré directed to regard communication as an essential

social process, the means by which man achieves his indi-

vidual humanity and meinteins social relaticnships, Without

the capacity to use symbols and to interact, men would be
forced to live out their lives in isolation, cut off from
human contact, deprived of the advantages of library and

laboratory, without resourcea for survival or growth. In
the words of Barnlund, "Communieation is an effort after
meaning, & creative act initiated by men in which he secks
to discriminste mnd organize cuea so a3 to orient himself
in his environment and satisfy his changing needs."67

67(nid., p. 6.




CHAPTER III

OVERVIEW OF NATURAL PHISICAL AND
GEOGRAPHICAL PHENOMENA

Bsfore entering into a detailed discusesion of
conmunicaticns in Nigerias, we have to familiarize ourselves
with the natural physical features and the basic gee-
graphical conditions of the country., This is a logical
approach because the type of life led by any community is
generally influenced by its surrounding or underlying
physical phenomena, It is the environment that provides
men with the commonest commmication symbols in use, The
nature of business occupations is a£lso predetermined to a
large extent by these natural features, How to apenﬁ
leisure houra and enjoy soclal life can equally be iraced
Yo the geographical factors. For instance, it would be

. foollsh to expect people living around a desert to be
experts In fishing, swimming, or surfing. Nor is there no
~paivele in feiling to realize that farmers living in

different geographical regions automatically cultivate
different types of products, and attach values differently

tc these products.
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I. INTRODUCTIOR TO NIGERIA

Location and Size
Between parallels 4° and 14° north of the Equator
lies the Federal Republic of Nigeria, the largest single .

geographical wnit zlong the west coust of Africa. The
country occupies 2 position where the western parts of the

African continent meet equatoriel Africa. Its area of over
356,000 square miles lies entirely within the tropical zone,
and extends northwarda from the coast of the Atlantic Ocean
for over €50 miles. S R
o By comparison with the area of other nations, . | R
1 :

Rigeris is four times the size of the United Kingdom.™ It

is not only to the United Kingdom that Nigeria can be come

pared sizewise. It also approximates the erea of
California, Nevadz and Oregon taken collectively. Compared

with other states of the United States, Nigeria is “largerl
2
"

in size than Texas and Oklahoma combined.
Population

By the last Nigerian census which was conducted in
. 1963, the country registered a totasl population of

1 . R
“Reuben K. Udo, Geographical Regions of Nigeris
(Berkeley and Loe Angelaa: niversity of Colifornia Press,

1970)! Po 1.

?Lupan H. Iong (Ed.), The World Almanac, 1968
Centennial Bditien, Herald Examiner {New York: MNewspaper |
Enterpriss Association, inc.).




T2

55,653,821, Although another census is not yet due, it ias

concelivable that the population of the country has increased

egince then, Cited figures have always indicated that .
‘Nigeria is the most thickly populated country in the co.n-'l o

tinent of Africa. With her present population of 62,650,000,

the country embraces fully a fifth ¢f the black people In
Africa.3 This gives the couniry a popuwlation density of |
175,6 per square mile and the distribution between urban ;
and rural atatistics le 19 per cent and 81 per cent,
respectively. 4

Iasic Geogrephical Features

; The country lies entiresly within the tropical zone.
From the western horder to the east thera is a distance of
TO0 miles at the widest part. On the west is the Republic
of Dahomey; to the north 1g the Niger Republic amnd the
Sahara Degert; and along the eastern border lies the Federal
Cameroun Republic. The Atlantic Ocesn washea the coastline
for about 500 miles, and is lmown by varicus nameg—the
"Oul? of Guinen," the "Bight of Benin," and the "BRight of
Hafra." Almost unbroken gandy beaches sireich along ihe

coa.at.s

3Seymour Eurtz (Ed.), The N.Y. Times Encyclopedic
Almanac 1970, p. B45.

4Ip1g., p. B6.

5“Nigeria," Information bocklet supplied by the
Embasay of Nigerias, Washington, D,C,, 1968,
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The mouths of those rivers which do break through
are masked by an apparently solid wall of green mangrove.
But behind this seeming barrier calm lagoons extend from
the western border into the great Niger Delta where they
bresk up into a network of creeks and waterways that pro-
vide valuable means of communication through this part of
the country. Talbot observes that these navigable creeks
make the country “almost unsurpassed for facilities of
water transport," and it is therefore natural "that it
should form cne of the most important centers of trade in
Hrica."s

Inland from the coastline the tropical rain forest
takes over to a depth of between 60 and 100 miles north-
ward. If viewed from the air this area has the appearance
of "an almoat unbroken carpet of green treetops with, here
and there, small clearings and farms.”! The oil palm is
found in profusion and there is much valuable commercial
timber, In the west are found excellent cocoa growing
areas. Nowhere in this area is there any high ground
until the northern limits of the forest are reached and
the vegetation takes on the character of guinea savannah

61’. Amaury Talbot, Tribes of the Niger Delta (New
York: Barnes and Nobles, Inc., 1067), p. g.

Teyigeria,” op. cit.



with high forest in the river valleys, Low hills occur im
the west reaching 2,000 feet at the highest points, between
the foreaf and the Niger River valley. R

' The two major rivers-—the Niger and the Benue-=- '

representing the twe arms of a "Y" meet at the confluence

town of Iokoja and flow in one stream through the delta ;
into the Atlantic Ocean, This "I shape of the river

oygtem gives Nigeriam three cardinal diviaions-~the North,

Fast and the West—on which the British based the regional |-

governments in the colonial era. Beyond the valleys of the
Figer and Benue Rivers, park-like gsavannah predeminates |

until it merges into Sudan Savannah over the north border
and into the Sahara Desert. The great plateau which rises
a8 a steep escarpment from the riveraln plains of lhe
Niger/Benue to an average height of 2,000 feet with rangesi
of hills between 5,000 and 6,000 feet in the Shere Hills

around Jos forms a conspicuous feature of the northém part
of the country, To the north the plateau deacends gently
in the direction of lake Chad in the northeast and more
sharply to Zaria in the west.

Climate

Although Nigerim is wholly within the tropiecs, the
climate varies from the typical tropic at the coast to ‘ :
subtropleal further inland, Ademoyega says:

Nigeriz lies mainly between latitudes 4% and 14° | ; ‘
north of the equator, and between longltudes 20 .
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and 15% east of the Greenwich meridian. Although
Nigeria lies wholly within the trorics, its geo-
graphical characteristice are not uniformly
tropical. For instance, they differ greatly from
the conditions that exist in the Congo basin or
Brazilian lowlands. The few scattered uplands
act as barriers dividing the country, and produce
great climatic differences.B

There are two well-marked seasons. One is the rainy
season which lasts from April to October. However, thie
season starts later and ends earlier in the North than in
the South. The other is the dry season which begins from
November and ends in March. Temperatures at the coast
seldom rise above 90°. Humidity is high. Further north
the climate is drier and extremes of temperature are more
common, sometimes reaching as high as 110° and falling to
50° and even below on occasions., The annual rainfall

ranges "from below 20 inches to over 140 1nches."g
II. THE BASICS OF NIGERIAN HISTORY

One of the effective ways to prepare the minds of
an audience for a study about & couniry or a race of
peoples is to begin by acquainting them with some historical
facts. The history of Nigeria has already been published
in many volumes. Those interested in details will find it

avale Ademoyega, The Federation of Nigeria (London:
George G, Harrap and Céniﬁﬁ&, Zid., 1962), pp. 11-12

gﬂeubcn K. Udo, op. cit., p. 2.
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- e . SO 1
rewvarding to glance through one of the ﬁany volumes, Nof '
concerned with the historical detalls, the following para-.
.&raphs feature only the rudimentary aspecis of the S
. country's history deemed to be worthy of note by the authof. '

Name Origin
©A good point to start this enalysis is with the

name, Many countries and citles of the world have
Interesting acéounts of how thelr names were bestowed, and
Nigeria is no exception., The name "Nigeria" 1s derived
from gn African word nigr meaning great river. Nigeria
therefore weans "Land of the Mighty River," or "The _—
country of the Great waters, 10 -
;. r.. 1% is appropriate that the country should be named
after the River Niger vhich is its most striking physiecal
Teature and a very useful means ¢f communicetion, In the
early days, however, it was more useful internally than as
a route for penetration from the coagt Into the Interior,
The delta greatly limited its value ms a way in or a way
out, Because of this condition, for many centuries the
country now called "FKigeria" was enclosed in the south by
a diffieult coastline and an impenetrable belt of rain

forest along it, ard in the north by the inhospitable

= 1CuNigeria," op. eit.
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desert. The couniry would have been completely isolated
if the Sahara Degert had really been a barrier as it seems
to be today. Historically, the desert, great as it is, has
not been an obstacle but the link between North Africa and
the interior of the Western Sudan, including the Northern
State of Nigeria.

A History of Movement and Fusion

Many of the peoples now in Nigeria came across the

desert, Singleton and Shingler™ note in their book, the
story of Herodotus the famoue Greek historian of the fifth

century, B.C.:

Some young men from Libya ventured across the
Sahara Desert, where none of their countrymen had
been before. Coming at last to a habitable region,
the Libyens stopped to pick fruit from the trees.
They were attacked by some little men--of less than
middle height--who seized them and carried them off,
The speech of these dwarfs was unintelligible, nor
could they understand the Libyans. They took them
captives through a vast tract of marshy country, and
beyond it came to a town, all the inhabitants of
which were of the same smpall stature, and all black,
A great river with crocodiles in it flowed past the
town from west to east.

One can easily see that from the dawn of history to the
nineteenth century the history of the interior of West
Africa was the history of the movement of different
peoples and the constant process of fusion between them.

11?. Seth Singleton and John Shingler, Africa in
Pcrssective (New York: Hayden Book Company, Inc., 1969),
pl -
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These movements are frequently impossible to follow in
detail., In such cases, legends come to the help of
history, But it is beyond every conceivable doubt that
new peoples and dynamic contacis between old and new were
constantly enriching the life of the Nigerian peoples from

a very early date,
In the ninth and tenth centuries, these movements of

peoples seem to have been part of the vast upheaval conse-
quent on the rise of Islam in Arabia. This increased the
migrations through Egypt into North and West Africa, and
was combined with the scattering of older North African
peoples in the desert and the Sudan, Writing about Nigeria,
Crowdert? recognizes this fact and atates:

Legends in Yorubaland frequently talk of migrations
from the north or north-east, and it is poesible that
the growth of highly centralized kingdoms of Oyo and
Benin in the foresis of the south was associated with
those of the north., The establishment of Oyo and
Benin was certainly not the result of mass migrations
from the north, since the Yoruba and Edo (Benin)
languages bear no relation to Hausa or Kanuri, It
could only have been the result of incursions by small

ps who imposed their ways on the indigenous popu-
tion but were linguistically if not culiurally assi-
milated b; them, It appears that some time during the
first enium strangers from the north-east either
invaded or settled at Ile Ife, establishing a small

kingdom there.

121 chael Crowder, The Story of Nigeria (London:
Faber and Faber, 1962), p.
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. From this date, teo, the great ceravan routes across

the Sahara kepi the interior in touch with the historic

. eivilizations, and permitted & valusble flow of irade.

Slaves, ivory and gold were sent northwards from the inland
erea stretching from the Senegal River to Lake Chad; and in

" return salt, cloth, iron and cother metals, coral and other

goods were brought back by merchants from the Berbery

~elates along the coast of Nortih Afriea.

:© More Than Trade

Begides irade, there is enough concrete evidence
that the routes across the desert brought ideas, education,
religion and culture from the Arab-Berber Moslem civilization

" in the North. This was a rich and fruitful tradition from

which the Western Sudan greatly gained. Its own early
traditions, its prosperous commercial life, and the
intellectual stimuli it received, enabled the Western Sudan

. to produce the medieval empires, such &s Bornu, all having

that degree of pollitical, economic and cultural development

that entitles them to be lown as states or empires, '
As empires, they had diplomatic relations even with

the countries of Furope. We read in Crowder's work:l3

The Portuguese built a factory, as trading sta-
tions on the toast were lmown, at Gwato, the pori

131p44., p. 60.
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of Benin, to handle pepper trade amnd to purchase

slaven. Fortunately through the establishment of

this factory we have some amount of information '

about ancient Benin, though it is often far from .w

securate, Senin was guickly recognized by the iy

Portuguese as ong of the moat important kingdoms

on the coast and the King of Benin, sent an

enbassador to Portugal in the relgn of King John II

{1481-95). In return Portugal sent missiondries B
, and factors (trading egentis), together with many )
! presents for the king. : .“E;"

| From this early period, then, came new peoples,
tr_a&e, the religion of Islam, end new intellectual
influences s¢ that with the ninth century, roughly, the
history of Nigeria may be said to have begun.

Barly Regions of Historical Signifiecance

-1? - Bornu waa the first part of Northern States to emerge

elearly inte the light of history. It wes well.placed 280~
graphieally and strategically, for development, being &
convenient settlement area for esrly peoples from the north
through Egypt. It was also at the receiving end of one of
the most ancient trade routes in the world--from Cairo,
through the region known as the Fezzan, then through the
casls of Kawar, where the chief town 1s Bilma, famous for
its salt mines, and then on to Leke Chad which borders

Higeris on the northeast.
In his hiatory book, Crowder14 recognizes the great-

¥

ness of Bornu as g kingdom and states:

o . D
Micheel Crowder, A Short History of Nigeria {New
York: Prederick A, 'Praeéer,misﬁar. fSEEJ, p. 13.



MAP II

NIGERTA'S STATES IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY

Source:

"A Short History of Nigeria," by
Michael Crowder. By then the
boundary of Nigeria as we have
today was not demarcated, and the
States were known as the Sudanese

States.
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For this newly created country15 contained not
Just a muwltiplicity of pagan tribes, but a number
of great kingdoms that had evolved complex systema
of government independent of contact with Europe.
¥ithin its frontiers were the great kingdoms of R
Bornun, with a known history of more than a thousand ol
¥years; the Puleni Empire which for the hundred years -
before itas conquest by Britsin had ruled most of the
Savannah of Horthern Higeria; the kingdoms of Ife
and berin, which had produced arit recognized among
the most accomplished in the wordd; the Yoruba
Eppire of Oyo which had once been the most powerful
of the statea of ihe Guinea Coast; the city States
of the Niger Delta, which had grown in response to
Burgpean denands for slaves and later palm oil; as
well as the looaely organized Ibe peoples of the
Eastern region and the poall tribes of the plateau.

To the west of Bornu were the seven Hausa stateg—
Daura, Kano, Zauzau, Gobir, Katsina, Rane and Birem—which
hed g history only a 1litile less ancieni{ than that of Bornu
itgelf, There was very cloge association among them, and
each had & specific duty. The greai weatern atate of Gobilr
had to defend the others agasinst attack from Mali or
Songh=i. Other kingdoms or states similarly had their
reppective dutles, Beoldes the listed seven, there were
other lesser kingdoma, such as Kebbi, Rupe, Gwarl, Yelws,
Illorin, Zamfara and Kwarafara. |

The Yoruba kingdoms were established on the South.

The t+ruzditional eerly history of the Yorudbas, which this

lsThia refers to Nigeria in 1914 afier the amalgama-
tion of the two Protectorates of Northern and Southern
Nigeria by the British. . .



work explores in detail in later pages, is full of
interesting legends and stories; but they are difficult
to reconcile with each other and impossible to date,
Purther south was the kingdom of Benin-—an offshoot of
the Yoruba kingdom. She enjoyed a position of eminence
and attracted the attention of the Buropean merchants,
The first recorded Buropean visit tc Benin was undertaken
by a Portuguese adventurer in 1486, while the first
English visit took place in 1553.

WVhen the PBuropeans arrived they found, as recorded
by Crowder, a kingdom that was "highly organized, backed
by a large and efficient armmy, which gave it control of a
large area of the coast."™ Its economy was such as to
allow not only for sacred carvings found in small societies
in Nigeria, but also for a great deal of secular art, such
as superbly carved ornaments, bells, lamp holders, doors
and pillars. Many of these carvings are now scattered in
museums all over the world. It seems credible that Benin
City, with its defensive walls, its large army, its
hierarchy of chiefs, its elaborate court ceremonial, must
have been based on something more than subsistence agri-
culture., It probably carried a considerable trade with its
immediate neighbors, as well as Oyo and the northern States.
Possibly it supplied slaves for the Hausa market, though we
may have no definite evidence. What is remarkably
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significant about Benin 1is that ite growth was stimulated
nelther by contact with Islam nor Europe. .

Nigeria's First Turning Point a S

History bkas borne out that the end of the slxteenth
century proved a turning poilnt for Nigeria in more ways
than one, At that time, in the northeasi, there was the
powerful kingdom of Bormu. 9The Hausa States had reached a
comparative level of material prosperity and cultural :
development, The Yoruba peoples were settling down and
trade was beginning to bloom. The Rupe, Borgu,and Ewafara
peoples were elready in place. Benin was powerful along
the coast, being in touch with Europe, and open to Europesn
-1pf1uences. The Iho and Ibibio peoples im the Bastiern
reglon were living in much the same areas s8s now, and they
were already marked out as vigorous and thrusting, And yet
the next two centuries proved "centuries of historical
might.“le This was m perlod of stagnation, wars, the
alarming slave trade and political disintegration, ending
in the early nineteenth century under the more creative,
_threafbld influence of the Fulani wars in the North, the
abolition of the European slave trade, and slavery, and the
early European exploration of the interior.

16uyigeria,” op. oit.



MAP TII

THE FULANI EMPIRE AND BORNU BY 1850

Source: Crowder, op. cit., p. 79.
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WVhy were the Fulani wars fought? The causes of the
decline in the North were not wholly due to factora in
Nigeria itself, In the last ten years of the sixteenth
century, Moorish armies from Morocco descended on the
Western Sudan, bringing to an end the glorious age of the
Songhai empire. Moreover, the civilization of the Sudan
and of the Moslem peoples between desert and forest,
derived from the Moslem-Arab civilization of the north.
They shared the glories of Moslem achievement in the
European middle ages and they shared too its mysterious
rapid decline.

Thie period saw also the development of the European
slave trade, whose effects were unavoidably felt throughout
Nigeria, and indeed throughout the entire west coast of
Africa. 1f the demand for slaves did not in itself stimu-
late wars, in which captives could be sold off as slaves,
the use of firearms bought from European traders greatly
added to the terrors and the slaughter of such wars,
Stories of deserted villages, failing crops, and then
famine, are a reminder that in recording the suffering of
those sold into slavery, it is necessary to remember the
suffering of those left behind. And the final judgment
of the slave trade may well be not that it led to
cruelties, "torture, hunger, sickness, beatings,
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barbarities, and ébmétimes death*1T in the West Iﬁdies, but
that it retarded the progress and development of eiviliza-
tion in ¥est Africa for some centuries. ) =
To confirm what the Bible says that there is time ;ﬂ )
for everything, time to ptop the slave trade had to cume. §' ”
And the Mritish took the lead in this move, substituting f?iiﬁ

trade on other products, such as palm oil and kermel, for

human cargoes. DBefore trade could be much developed, how- (
aver, 1t waa necessary for Zurope to learm something about

the interfior of a continent whose rim alone existed for . | 'k
Europeens, after cenfuries of contact, Prominent among the . '

18 were Mungo Park, who "discovered® the River

explorers
Higer; Denham end Clspperton, whko were the firsti Europeans
to reach the Hausa States; and the landers brothers, who
ascertained, for the benefit of Furopeans, the true course
of the Niger. TR

On the heels of the explerera came the missionariesl?
and by the beginning of the second half of the nineteenth

century these had reached Abeokuta, Ibadan and Calabar.

1Tyi2ton 7. Belesco and Harold E. Hammond, The New
Africa, History, Culture, People (Bronxville, New York:
Cambridge Book Company, iInc., 1369), pp. 52-53.

18yichnel Crowder, West Africa Under Colonial Rule
(Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1968), Pe .

. lgnighael Crowder, A Short History of Nigeria, op.
git., p. 118. .
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Concurrent with the Eurcpean penetration into the interdor

wes the Fulani jihad, This was partly a religious movement,

owing much to the inapiration of Islsm, end partly e |
national political movement of the Fulani peoples seeking
- domination over pensants end traders. Thelr great nztional
~ leader was Osmsn dan Fodio, and under him the Fulanis a
inflicted heavy defants on the Haouea States and entablished
their rule over more than 100,000 square miles of territory.
Only Bornu in the northeast withatood the onslaught, But
another lnvading power soon challenged the Fulanis—-this
time the British, and not Africans, : C
Beginning with the annexation of Lagos in 1861, and
the appolantment of British consuls on the coast and the 04l
rivers from 1849, British influence gradually penetrated
further and further into Nigeria, Moves were made from
Legos 1tself into the heart of Yoruba land, As trade
along the Niger developed the riversin territories came
under the same influence in the second half of the nine-
teenth century, At the very end of the century, and at
the beginning of the next, the north was brought under
Eritish control, prior to the amalgamation of tha two
halves (north and south) of the country under the governor-
generalahip of Sir Frederick (later Lord) Lugard in 1914,

!

|

}
|
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The Second Turning Point o :
The Federal Republic of Nigeris which we have today

‘af one country, only came into being in 1914 when the two |
Protectorates of Northern and Southern Nigeria were ' ‘
amalgamated by Sir Frederick Lugard. “Sixteen years
earlier," az Crowder points out, "Flora Shaw, whc later :w“

married Lugard, first suggested in an article for The Times

that the several British Protectorates on the Niger be ]

known collectively aa Nigeria.'20 ) E
The history of NHigeria from the early 1920's ia the

. history of the rise of modern pationsalism and of the advance |

tovards independent autonomy. Progress, which was at firat

8low, became remarkably rapid after the second World War.

Between 1946 ané 1951, differeant constitut;ons wera intro-

duced which gave Nigerians first representative and then

responsible government. Under ihe 1946 conatitution.al a

federal form of government was introduced when the country

wal divided into three regions--~the Northern, Fastern mnd

Western Regions, A central legislature was set up 1o

administer the whole country and regional Houses of

Assembly weres establighed to act =5 advisory bodies to the

201p44., p. 19.
Zyigeria: The Making of a Great Nation (London:

Her Majesty's Stationery Office; & Central Office of

Information series, July, 1960), p. 29.

b
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central legislature on regional matters. The 1951 consti-
tution greatly increased regional autonomy, and established
larger and more representative legislatures with wider
powers in the regions and at the center, It further gave
Nigerians a full share in the shaping of government policy
and the direction of government action.

The constitution was revised in 1954 and again in
1957, each one taking the country a step nearer inde-
pendence, Regional self-government was achieved by the
former Eastern and Western Nigeria in 1957, while the
former Northern Nigeria attained the same status in 1959.
The Federation as a single entily or sovereignty became
fully independent on October 1, 1960. Three years later on
October 1, 1963, the couniry emerged as the Federal Republic
of Nigeria. And the three verses of her national anthem
read as follows:
1, Nigeria we hail thee
Our own dear native land
Though tribe and tongue may differ
In brotherhood we stand
Nigerians all, and proud to serve
Our sovereign Motherland.
2. Our flag®® shall be a symbol
That truth and justice reign,
In peace or battle honour'd,
And this we count as gain

To hand on to our children
A banner without stain.

225‘120 Nigerian flag is green-white-green in vertical
parallels,
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3. 0 God of all creation
Grant this our one request
Help us to build a nation
Where no man is oppressed
And so with peace and plenty
Kigeria may be blessed.

I1I. NIGERIAN ART AND CULTURE IN A KUTSHELL

From what has been discussed thus far, it is evident
that arts and cultures are remarkably diversified in
Kigeria--a country so full of people with complex hetero-
genesis. Since more time will be spent for cultural
analysis of the different sections, the following para-
graphs, void of details, are intended to give a summarized

outlook,

Belics of Ancient Times

Recent archaelogical discoveries of the Nok Culture
shov that the cultural heritage in some areas which now
form part of Nigeria go back to over 2,000 years. This
fact was pointed out earlier in Chapter II of this work.
There is ample evidence thai some parts of Nigeria belonged
to the liast of the empires which came to full fruition
during the medieval times. Villians?> says: "Farther
south in Nigeria, radio-carbon datings taken from pottery
fragments near the village of Nok indicated that a thriving

2350hn A, Williams, Africa-—Eer History, Lands, and
le Told With Pictures (New York: Cooper Square
shers, INC., 1965), P 1.
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civilization with highly developed art forms flourished as
far back as 4,000 B.C.,"

The government has set up an "Antiquities cOminsion"“
to restore and preserve these precious relics which manifest
the country's past. These can be seen in museums all over
the country. Artistic expression reveals itself in numerous
forms of art of which wood carving is probably the most
common in the southern states., From the early days of
history, this area has seen many sculptors making figures
for shrines, for portraiture, for masks, and for representa-
tion of the "spirits.," Long before surrealism was an
established art form of the Western world, Nigerian
sculptors interpreted these spiriis as they "saw" them and
carved the living wood not in conventional portraiture,
but in lively but serious caricature,

In addition to wood carvings, brass or bronze cast-
ings are still made but there is nothing produced now to
compare with the fabulous Ife and Benin bronzes. These
perfect examples of portraiture and the cire perdue method
of casting, together with the equally perfect terra cottas
thought to be of the same period and possibly by the same
craftsmen, have no equal anywhere in Africa, if not the

24ugigeria,” op. cit.
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_ world, Nigeria today has her fair share of painfers and
sculptors who apply modern techniques to indigenous art
forms. _

| A modern theater has begun to evolve, and exisis
side by side with the traditional (and often esoteric)
dramatizations which are performed on religioua'and

featival occasions, -
IV, TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

¥hen one prepafes an address to be delivered to a
given sudience, one does not ignore the importance of the
means of getting to the destination, The sudience to
benefit from this presentation must also endeavor to
report at the proposed place of convocatlon. Even in
private affairs involving buying and selling, accizl or
fanily meetings, entertainment trips, and the like, move-
ment from one location to the other ig a sine gus non.

'Mobility forma the backbone of developing economic
systems; while imwmobility sisgnates the system, freezes
the resources and aggravaies poverty. .Records have
Indicated that America developed as fapidly as she did
because of many factors, one of which is transportation,

In this case it waa the railrcad, the importance of which
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is recognized by C$ch:nn and 11.111#::".25 "Railway officials,
free from restrictions, could make and unmake mining and
manufacturing concerns in those days."

Nigeria is awnre of the importance of adequate
communication system, The country is well served (though
more could be expected) by road, rail, sea and air trans-
port as well as by up-to-date postal and telecommunications
systems. The citizens in different states or paris are
thus within easy contact of one another and the outside

world.

Roads
The land road system is built on a "grid framework"
of trunk "A" roads whose basic components are two roads
running from the ports of Porit Harcourt and Lagos to the
northern boundary of the country. On the east to west
system, there are two south of the Niger/Benue Rivers,
and two north of it., Where the road transportation is
very poor, as in some sections in the north, primitive
forms of transporiation such as the 1‘.l¢:m.kegr26 are still in

use,

2Srhomas €. Cochran and Willism Miller, The Age of
EtsFriaelggew York: Harper and Row Publishers, Inc,,
y Pe -

26peuben K. Udo, op. cit., p. 194.
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The land road system links up the Federal and State

capitals, connects these with other large towns and the
ports, and facilitates communication within Nigeria and
the neighboring territories of Africa, The second claas
of roads--~Trunk "B"--connects provincial and divisional
headquarters and other large towns with the Trunk "A"
system, with one another, and with ports and points on
the railway, There are, in all, over 50,000 mlleaz? of

roads throughout the Federation.

Railway
By comparison with other African countiries

surrounding her, Nigeria is aptly described as having an
extenasive railway system which connects the hinterland
with the coast. The system covers over 2,000 route miles
of 3 foot & inch gauge. While the country does not allow
itself to be left out of the race for technological
advance, its railway system is currently undergoing

modernization, with diesels replacing steam engines.

Air Transport

There are two internaticnal airports which offer
passenger and freight services within and outside the

27'Higeria.' op. cit.
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MAP IV

NIGERIA - RAILWAY SYSTEM
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I:cn.t.mt‘.ry.:"‘B The two are located at Kano in Kano State, and
at Ikeja in Lagos State, Kano is an important staging
point in routes serving north, west and southern Africa
as well as Europe and America. Lagos is served by inter-
national routes to Purope, America, West and equatorial
Africa.

Internal services are provided by Nigeria Airways--
Nigeria's national airline--which also links Nigeria with
other West African countries, Europe and the United Statea.
There are customs aerodromes at Benin, Calabar, Fnugu,
Gusau, Ibadan, Jos, Kaduna, Maiduguri, Port Harcourt,
S'okoto. Yola and Zaria. Ten other aerodromes are used for
charter flights and a further 23 landing strips are used
also by light communications aircraft.

Sea Transport
Passenger and freight services are maintained by the

West African Lines Conference and by several North Buropean,
Korth American and Far Eastern shipping lines. Owned by the
Federal Government, the Nigerian National Line is among the
shipping lines, and is operated by a statutory corporation.

2B'Higeria-A Virile Republie,"” An advertisement
folder of the New York Timea; especially prepared on
Nigeria, November 77, 1965, Section 13.
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In eddition to the ovérseaa ghipping, there is also plenty
of traffic along the coast and on the inland waterwayse.
Since the coastal area is broken up by a network of
tributaries and crecks, particwlarly in the deltas of the
- FRiger end Cross Rivers, the thickly populated south has a
system of natlonal waterways providing cheap and ready-made
commumnications, On these inland waterways, dug-out cances,
which are the traditional means of transportation, have
been supplemented in recent years by motorboats, On the
main ¢reeks and rivers, passenger and cargo services
operate between the principal ports, The craft employed
- varies from large, shallow~draught paddle-steamers to the

nodern powered bargea,

Post and Telegraph Services
' Nigeria is a member of the Universal Fostal Union,

Her pest offices end postal agencies number over 300.
There is a network of Very High Frequency Radio Stationa
running through the majer centers, providing transmission
paths for trunk calls, Within the towns, there is a
changeover to0 automatic telephones. 'This progress is
matched by similar advance in the telegrephic services,
where hand.tapped Morse key and sounder has given way to
teleprintera in most major centers. “Frivate wire® and

"Telex" gervices are glgo in operation, while external



100
telephone and cable services are provided by a company-—the
Nigerian External Telecommunications, Limited. The govern-
ment has the controlling interecat in this company.

To complete the discussion on transportation and
communications, one need not ignore the fact that the
country also had four television stations or transmittgrs
in 1965, 1t is safe to hope that this number may increase
by the time this work is published, There are over 23
daily newspapers. Sevenieen are published in English and
others in bilingual editions in Hausa, Ibo or Efik.2? The
Nigerian press is virile and free; and some of them exceed
a2 daily circulation of 100,000.

Bven though this study is specifically on Rigeria,
it 1s expedient to note what takes place in other parts of
Africa since it is conceivable that the problems encountered
in Nigeria--vhether gsocial, political economic, etc.—are
by no means unique. Fred Burkoao has taken & look at the
whole of Africa in respect to communications:

.l oo g B g g A
e Gl s PR e

paralleled by phone and telegraph lines and in more
and more parts of Africa by high-tension electiric

2%y

orld Communications: Press, Radio, Television

1u) (New 1701*(: UNESCO ana the UNESCO Publications Center,
+ P. l02.

30
Fred G. Burke frica'a est for Order (Engle-
wood GLifTes Hed.:  Brantiee ety Tor. ~Xosiy—p. 35,
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power lineo as well, In the new state characterized | '
by a osingle major capital city &1l roads, phone lines

and other forms of communication lead to and radiate
from the capital city. -

¥. EDUCATICR

"Nigeria has more neiionals studying sbroad than
any other African country. Fev comtiries in Africa, or in
the world, have made such impressive econonic strides aa
bhas Nigeria," %

The above guotation can be ferther strengthened or
substantiated by the remark of a wvisilor from Europe after
staying in Nigeria and observing the country's enthusiasm
for education: "I have travelled in many lands but I do
not think that there is anyvhere I have witressed such a
consuming thirst for education as I have in this r.-o-u.'atry."32
. The government of Nigeria has always planned not
only to satisfy the thirst, but elso to harness the wide-
spread passion for learning to the country's manpower
needa, ©Since education is & very icportant factor in all
countries' national life, the Figerian government hes

devoted much of her rescurces to providing and. expanding

slGeorge W. Shepherd, Jr,, The Politics of Afriecan
Eationalism (New York: Frederick &, Fraeger, Publjgher,
2ls P 48.

32"Nigaria.“ op. cit.
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its facilities at all levels. The aim is to zive every
¢hild the opportunity to develep his talent, and to ereats
an enlightened people who would fully understand and carry
out their responsibilities and obligaiions to their coﬁntry
 and the world, . ' . '

In 1960, a Commiszelon on higher education vwss met
up Jointly by both the Regional and Federal govermments to
survey and prepare a blueprint of the educational and man-
ypower needs of the country up to 1980, Thia report, often
referred to aa the "Ashby Report," was adopted with some
modifications, and much of it was Incorporated in the
sducational programs of the Regions. ©Since the report was
issued, rapid expansion has taken place in all branches of
education. In 1964, there were over 3.2 million children
in over 17,000 primary schools in the Republic; over TOO
secondary grammar and secondary modern schools ﬁith an
enrollment of more than 180,000 students; 40 technical
institutes and vocationmel schools with 8,000 treinees; and
350 teacher training ¢elleges with an enrollment of over
35,000, In addition, achocla for specialized training in
business and administration as well as schools for the .
handicapped were egtablished. The universities numbered
up to five, including Ibadan University which has heen in
operation since 1948,
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There are also two university medical schools and
teaching hospitals, and a law school where the law graduates
are called to the Nigerian Ear.
The following table is an example of one of the
projected plans showing teacher requirements for a l0-year
period in the Eastern region,

TABLE 11T
TEACHER REQUIREMENTS 1962-72°°

—_— —————— —_————————
Schools 1962 1964 1966 1968 1970 | 1972
Primary 40,850 39,200 | 41,630 44,830 | 46,630| 48,310
Secondary

Grammar 1,075 1,757 2,153 2,289 2,709| 2,319
Technical 16 52 BO 93 93 93
Trade 20 25 25 30 35 40
Handicraft 60 110 125 12% 125 125%
Teacher

Training 625 625 625 625 62% 625

There are also about 10,000 students in overseas
institutions, The illiteracy rate which used to be as high
as 95 per cent in the country has now been slashed to an
estimated low of under 60 per cent. (It is noteworthy that
2 lot of people with no knmowledge of English are literate in
Higerian languages and, in the Northern States, in Arabic.)

33
Eastern Nigeria Development Plan: 1962-1968
{Enugu, Nigeria: A Government bublication). 88
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All this is the product of an annual educational budget
whose percentage, in proportion to the couniry's entire
annual expenditure, is considered to be one of the highest
in the world.

As young as the countiry is as an independent
sovereignty, it is obvious that for some years to come,
Nigeria will depend largely on technical assistance from
industrialized countries, On the other hand, although the
country is faced with manpower needs in the fields of
technology, sclence, agricultural engineering and
entrepreneurship, Nigeria has produced so many legal and
administrative experts that it now serves as a fund for
their supply to other African States.

VI. THE CONGLOMERATION AND COMPLEMENTARITY
OF CULTURAL DIVERSITIES

Introduction
In the previous pages of this chapter, the author

has introduced his audience to Nigeria in a general way.
The geographical elements, historical facts, educational
commitments, and communication facilities along with other
headlines, have been summarily surveyed, No sight has been
lost of the fact that this chapter was to have as its
central core the ethnic groupings and the characteristics



105
of the population inhabiting the country. And to that
topic we will now turn our attention.

When we use the term "the New World," many people
refer to the Americas. But the real new world of today is
the old continent of Africa, little kmown to those who are
now only beginning to read about the surging new nations
which comprise about one-third of the membership of the
United Nations but, alas, still pictured in the texibooks
as the home of thick forests, wild life, the dark continent
and underdevelopment.

krrica.34 the continent of variety, stretches 5,000
miles from the watera of the Mediterranean, acrosa the
Tropic of Cancer, the Equator, and the Tropic of Capricomm
to the Cape of Good Hope, and 5,000 miles from the waters
of the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean. At the very center
lies Nigeria, embracing in its 356,700 square miles the
variety of the whole continent with more than 56 million
people (about one-quarter of the total population of
Africa) and its varied topography. It is Nigeria that is
aptly termed "the giant of Africa." >

4 Eavard B. Espenshade, Jr. (Ed,), Coode's Yorld
Atlas (Chicago: Rand McNally and Company, 1964), p. 163.

3SGuraJ.d K, Helleiner, Peasant Agriculture, Govern-
ﬁn&nﬁg Beonomic Growth in Niperia (Homewood, 111inois:
c D. Ilrwin, Inc., 1966), p. 351.
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B | Nigeria is undoubtedly one of the most (1f not the
aingle most) fascinating countries in the world. The

complex and complementary diveraities of the people, their
color and vitality, their insatiable desire for pleasure
and deep appreciation of beauty--all testify to thise R
asgsertion, True, there are no mountains {o eclimb like the
Rockies., The River Niger ies not as long as the Misaiseippl.
| Our waterfalls are petty cascades beside the mighty Niagara.
There is no Grand ﬁanyon. We have no awe-inspiring ancient
ruins, and our tallest bullding is o mere 27 stories high--
the Cocoa House at Ibadan., But there is wariety of another
kind, . . : L
R There is variety in thé iandscape, from the surging
purf on the white sands &nd mengrove swampe of the coast,
through the maze of creeks and waterways of the Niger
Delta and rivers, in the tall tangled forests of the soutﬁ,
on the rising hills end savaennah country of the middle
areas, on the rolling plaeins and the rocky ocutecrops of the
plateau and its sharp escarpment, in the gradual drift
towards the long fingers of the Sahara Desert creeping
over the northern border from the Kiger Republic. .

Theese offer variety enough, But the real excitement
that is Nigerim is her people, drawn from over 250
linguistic and ethnic groupa. You find them in the
crowded cities, towns and hamlets, in the shopa, in the
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stores, in the factories, in the offices, running their
own big businesses. You find them on the farms producing
their cropa to eat and export. You find them in the S
villeges along the rivers and the creeks, along tﬁe roade | I
and among the rocks and hills; in the open plain sheltered
behind thorny cactus hedges; in palatiﬁl modern houses;
on houseboats gn the rivers, out at eea in frail czhoes
or on the pnavigating bridges of ccean-geing vessels, But
seldom alone, for Higerians love company; and even the
smallest hamlet is a recognizable community.
. Traditions, customs, dress, dancing, and masqueradea
are interwoven into the pattern of everyday life-~for birth,
marriage, death, in commemoration of the remembered figures
of the past, for ithe observance of religlous festivals and
ceremonies; for success in hunting, rishing, farming,
opening a new house, capping a newly crowned chief and all
the activities of lile. The drums beat an incessant rhythm
and the life of ithe people expresses itself in dancing.
Only the rains inpose a temporary halté to the calendar of
ceremonies, end even then do not obliterats the tempo to
any great extent, ) .

It is against such a background that the oity of
Ibadan 18 described:

The city, enclosed by thick, sun-dried ﬁalla,
is a restless place, When the markets are in

Sl
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session the sfreets are crowﬂéd. A wedding pro-
cession, or merely a parade cof singing and dancing
people Bre not uncommon sights.36 _ s
_ BEach regilon, each area, each village has its own .
cﬁstoms and traditions: from Lagos, the bustling modern .|
eapitel, through Ibadan (the largest African city), to
Kano behind 1ts ancient walls guerding 1,500 years of
tradition, the plateau with its variety of ancient peopls,
Sokoto end Maidusuri and Lake Chad; Benin, raided for her
exquisite sculpture by the Portuguese 20 years before
Colunbus discovered America; the continucus busy
compunities of the Esstern region, the great Cnitsha
market (the world's largest covered market}, and the busy
rivers., There are museuns and specizowlar monumentis, ar%s
and crafts, old and new entertainment. Nigeria is indeed
the 0ld and new Africe combined, with the new faces and

places that make tourism in Africa a new experience.

Beason for Regionmlism

There are three large linguistic groups that
predominate Nigeria's population. They asre: (1) the
Hausag in the North, (2} the Yorubas in the West, and (3}
the Ibos in the East. In addition to these larger ethnic

385claon Doubleday and C. Earl Gooley (Eds.),

Encyclepedia of World Travel, Velume 2 {Carden Qity, N.Y.:
ﬁouEIEHay and Company, iInc., 1967), p. 1006,



109

MAP V

NORTHERN REGION

£,

J . 2" SARDAUNA
“T PROVINCE OF
NORTHERN
REGION( formerly
7 HNorthern
/7 Cameroons)

‘l
i
.
WESTERN
REGION
.
1]

EASTERN
REGION

x
< & west
%~} CAMEROUN

» 7 (Left Nigeria 10/1/61)

/
=
!

NIGERIAN POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 1964

Source: Alan Sokolski, The Establigshment of Manufacturing in
Kigeria (New York: Frederick A, Praeger, ﬁﬁigﬁers.
v P 5'



110
groups in each region, there are szaller linguistic
divisions. For instance, in the Korth there are the
Fulani, Kanuri, Shuwa Arad, Nupe, Anga, Gwari, Tangale,
and Birom to mention a few, In the Bast—the Efiks,
Ibibio, Anang and Ijaw. In the West and Midweat--the Edo,
Itsekiri, Urhobo, and the Ijaws.

To many casual observers it has often appeared that
the superficial disparity suggested by this varied ethnic
and linguistic composition would create deep-seated prob-
lems, especially in the political end social life of the
people, It was this fear that justified the British in
subdividing Hiéeria into the three political regions
during the colonial rule.

Literary Appreciation 2s & Tnifving Force

Although Nigeria has not, and emay never, become a
cultural melting pot, a closer exmmination of its political
and social life demonstraties to a degree that its national
diversities have formed nothing but a complementary mosaic.
Nevertheless, occasions are not rare when the citizens!®
unity of purpose is put to the test. Many times success
blooms; and at other times failure holds sway.

Religion and art constitute conspicuous spheres in
vhich complementary diversities of Higeria are richly
reflected, The teeming millions of Moslems in northern
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.and weatern Nigeria have lived.in peace with their fellow
citizens who practice Christisnity and other religicns.

At times of fentivals, elther of Christians or Moslems,
it is overvhelming tc watch the adherents of all felths
join honds in the celebrations. Although the friendly

- nature of the Nigerian has much to do with this, there is
no doubt that one of the metivating factors that meke him
& good mixer is his appreciation and love of art,

Nigerians are generally dlstinguished in and have
.an.ingrained appreciastion of art, be it painting, sculpturs,
musie, dancing or oral poetry, This attitude has led many
businessmen and traders in their advertising campaignas and
seles promotion to Incorporate poetic verses in their
trades, even when such is not a neceasary part of the
business, The case in mind ie the work of Frofessor E.J.
Umoh37 who speclalizes in publighing pocket diaries and
yearbooks, In hie 1963-64 edition his first few pages
opened with a lovely poem in Efik language, portraying
how everybody sirives to get money, and yet money seems
to be running eway from the people,

Hot only did he publish these beautiful verses, but
also he had to read them aloud at market places, using a
Jouwdspeaker, This was his first experiment at this
technique, and tha result waa that he doubled his salea
during that season, Many of the people that bought his

3Tgtin J. Unoh, National Yearbook, 1963-64 (Uyo,
Rigeris: Modern Business ¥ress), p. i.
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diary d4id so not because they wanted the diary, but because
of how they appreciated the beauty of these verses;

OKUK MBAXARA
1, Okuk mbakars efiorl f£i mfin
Mfukho ye idare oto fi, okuk! -
Ofri mfiori efioride fi mi ;
 Qkuk, usunyun uyereke ndien, e
2. Akpalmo owo eyom okuk :
- Edinyene okuk oto unyime Ete
Qkuk mmidihe eno fo, 1kpik§u
Utu ke uforo atak ke ison,’8
Throughout the bistory of the verious linguistic
groups that wmake up the Republic, art and the artist have
always held a recognized position in the society. The Ife
and Benin bronzes, akwete, adire, the brass-smiths of BRida,
&tilogg dancers, Ijala poetry, wood, thorn and calabash
carving--thess are a few of the names with international
recognition whose immediate azsocliation is with Nigeria,
their home, In world-famous museuns, samples of these
collections atand as an elogquent testimony of the art
treasures of Nigerias, a nation whoae diversities hava

appeared complementary fto R reasonable geagure.

Characteristics of Specific Fthnicities

The relatively large number of the ethnie groups ‘
inhabiting Nigeria makes it prohibitive to write on each

and every cone of them, And, as = matter of fact, there

38£hiﬂ poen is writien in Bfik language.
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are no reliable written records or documents on some of the
smaller groups whose basic characteristics seem absorbed
among the features of the larger groups surrounding them.
1t is, therefore, understandable that the names of such
small ethnic groups may once in a while appear in this
vork, but without any detailed treatment,

The present iwelve-state structure of the Federation
has absorbed the former regional divisions of the colonial
era. Neverthelegs, we can still trace the twelve states
to their original regions. This iracing is illustrated in
Tadble IV.

TABLE IV
NIGERIAN REGIONS BROKEN INTO STATESjg

e —
[E——

Regionsa States
1. HNorthern Region (1) North-¥Western (2) North-
Central {3 Kano (4) North-
Bastern (5) Benue-Plateau
(6) Kwara (or West-Central)
2. Eastern Region (7) South-Eastern (8) Rivers
(9) East-Central
%, Mid-Western Region (10) Mid-Western
4. Western Region¥* (11) Western State
5. Pederal Territory of
Lagos {12) Lagos State

*Unless otherwise indicated, whenever "Western Region" is
used in this work, it shall refer to Regions number 3, 4
and 5 of this table.

39'?nth to a Just and Lasting Solution,™ Text of the
opening statement of Chief Anthony Enahoro, leader of the
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o make the presentation logical, effort will be
exerted to complete the analysis of the characierisilces of
the groups in each region before taking up the next. Por_.| !
example, we will complete digcussing the ethnic groups in o i
the Westeén Legion before entering the Northern or Easiern Iy

" regions,

The Western Region
In discussing the characteristics of the inhabitantse

of the Western Region, it is= hecessary to subdivide the
features into specific agpects. At least four major
aspects can be readlily discernible, These include the
following: (1) brief history and origin, (2} social and
political structure, (3} culture, customs and religion,
gnd (4} development——problems, cases and progresz. The
came format is used in dealing with any other groups of
people in other regions. o '

The Yorubzs. "The Yoruba is the most important
- ethnie group weat of the River Niger.“40 To explore more

Federnl Government Delegation at the Nigerian Peace Talks
at Eampala; Issued by the Nigerien Embassy, Washington,
D.C., May, 196B. On the last page of the address is a map
showing the stztea 1ln each region.

40prancis Archibong Btuk, *Social Orgsnization and
Folitical Modernigation in Nigeria - 4 Study in Socio-
Politicel Development,® The Nigerian Students Volce: Journal
of Research Newg and Analysis, Vol, IV, Ho. 4, October,
X367, Vechingeon, D.0c, Eagle Press, Ihe., p. 8.
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into the characteristics of these people, the format pre-
sented abowe will be the guide, -

Brief History mnd Oripsin

Like the early.history of nost nations whose cdm—
monly received accounts are for the most part purely
legendary, the origin of the Yoruba nation is involved in
obscufity. The much that is known iz from éarefully
handed dovn traditions, because the natives in the early
days were unlettered and their language unwritten,

The Yorubaz are believed to have sprung from
Lomarudu, one of the kings of Macca whose offspring were
Oduduwa, the ancestor of the Yorubas; the kings of Gogobiri
and of the Eukawa, two ethniec groups in the Hausa country.
It is worthy of remark that these two nations, notwith-
etanding the lapse of time eince their seperaiisn end in
- aplte of the distance from each other of their respective
localities, "atill have the same distinetive tribel marks
on their faces," and Yoruba {ravellers are free mmongst
ther snd vice-versa, each recognizing the other "as of

one blood."4l

41Rev. Samuel Johnson, The Histo of the Yorubas
(London: Routledge and Kegan Pani, %tﬁ.. Y9687, pp. -4.
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Arabia is probably the "Mecca" of our tradition.
History has revealed that the people of Arabia were driven
by a feligioua persecution into Afrieca, Their first
permanent settlement in Africa was Yarba which gives the
origin of the term Yoruba, TYarba is the same as the Hausa
term Yarriba for Yoruba.

It is very curious that in the history of Hahomet‘z
we read of & similar flight of his first converts from
Mecca to the East Coast of Africa (the first Hegira), due
also to a religious persecution., This fact serves to show
that there is nothing improbable in the accounts received
by tradition, Again, it can be proved that they emigrated
from Upper Egypt to Ile J<e because of those sculptures
commonly known as the "Ife Marbles," several of which may
be seen at Ile Ife today., These are said to be the handi-
work of their early ancestiors.

Dennet4> maintains that the history of the Yorubas
can be traced only from 1700. ™It is only from this date
(1700), when the decadence of the Yoruba Kingdom had set
in, that the native chroniclers can give us any definite
knowledge of the Yoruba history."

421pia., p. 6.

43R.E. Dennet, Nigerian Studies (London: Frank
Cass and Company, Ltd., E;Eﬁ}. P
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Social and Politicsl Structure

The entire Yoruba countiry covers many subgroupa df;.
the Yoruba people, This calls for the application of the'
term "Yoruba Proper™ which excludes the other smaller sub
groups. These other subgroups will be ireated under their
respective names later on in this chapter, If we examine |
the native government of the whole Yoruba {which includes
the Yoruba Proper and the minority groups) we can say that
they have never been thoroughly organized into one complete
fovernment in a modern sense. The prevailing system could
be {ermed Feudal, where the remoter portions have slways
lived more or less in & siate of semi-~-independence, while
loosely acknowledging an over-lord. R

The king of Benin was one of the first to be
1ndépendent of the central govermment, and was even better
nown to forelgmers who frequented his ports in eerly times,
and vho knew nothing of his overlord in the then unexplered
and unlknown interior.44

The Yoruba Proper. Our description from henceforth
will concentrate on the Yoruba Proper. These were
conpletely organized, Most of the amaller governments
were generally modelled after them, but with some varia- -

tions in a much simpler form, and solely in domestic affaira,

)
ol
o

L 44Rev. Samuel Johnson, op. eit., p. 40.
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The coastal groups were less important in both population
and intelligence than the interior groups because light
and civilization in those early days came from the
connections they had with the Arabs and Fulania from the
North. Things, however, changed since the latter half of
the nineteenth century with the contact with Buropean
legitimate trude instead of slave trade; and more
especially through the efforts of the niasionariea‘s who
entered when modern towns sprang up at ILagos, Abeokula and
Ibadan,

Their government is an absolute monarchy. The m‘s
is more dreaded than even the gods; and the kings are of
different grade corresponding somewhat to the different
orders of the English peersge (dukes, marquises, earls,
viscounts and barons), and their order of rank is well

known among then,

The Alafin, This is the supreme head of all the
kings and princes of the Yoruba nation, as he is the direct
lineal descendant and successor of their reputed founder,

45!13: Gluckman, Oxder and Rebellion in Tribal Africa
(New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1963), P. 215.

46ppe xing s used here refers to any distinguished
chief standing at the head of a clan, or important district
or province, especially those who can trace their descent
from the great founders, leaders or herces, It is a
hereditary position,
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The succession is by election from amongst the members of

the roysl family. Age and nearness to the throne are

among the criteria to be considered. In the earliest deya,
~ the eldest son used to succeed the father; but later on,

" their constitution made a change, This can illustrate the

fact that the people in Nigeriam were not lacking in

| administrative science before the coming of the British,
And Nicolson®7 agrees with this assertion: "To chooee the
First day of the twentieth century as the best starting
point for an account of the evolution of Nigerian
administration does not imply that there was nothing before
then worth ezlling administration.”

The coronation of & king takes place at the end of
three months, really at the third appearance of the new
moon after the late king's death. The king is.generally
expected to appear in publie on the three great annual
festivals of Ifa, Orun and the Beure. He also hag hisa
palace officiala who attend to him,

Every town, village or hamlet is under a responsible

“head, either a provinclal "king," or a Bale (mayor), In
every case the $itle is hereditary (excepting a{ Ibadan}

&8 such heads are invariably the founders or descendants

47I.F. FRicolscn, The Administration of Nigeria, 1900-
1960 (0xford: C(larendon Fress, 1969), P« L.
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of the founders of their town. The provincial kings are
styled the lords of their town or district, and from it
they take their title. For example, the Onikoyi, lord of
Ikoyi; Aseyin, lord of Iseyin and Aleke, lord of Ake. A
provinecial king is, of course, higher than a Bale as a duke
or an earl is higher than a mayor. It is to be borme in
mind that such positions carry due privileges.

Towns arnd villages. All Yoruba towns with very few

exceptions are built on one uniform plan, and the origin
of moat of them is more or less the same. They all have
identical features. A cluster of huts around the farm—
stead of an entervrising farmer may be the starting point;
perhaps a halting place for refreshments in a long line of
pmarch between two towns., "In any case it is one individual
that first attracts others to the spot.”‘a If the site be
on the highwey to a large town, or in a caravan route, so
much the better. The wives of farmers ever ready to cater
refreshments for wearied travellers render the spot in
time a recognized halting place.

If the spot is a popular resort, a market soon
eprings up., Then neighboring farmers bring their wares for
sale, sometimes once a week; and market sheds are built all

4CRev. Semuel Johnson, op. cit., p. 90.
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over the place to protect people from rain énd sun. This
agrees with Alchien's and Allen's definition of & market
as "any place or institution that enables people to
negotlate exchanges."49 L HE_?F$;'
_ An eoon ms housee begin to spring up and a village

7 or hamlet is formed, the necessity for law, order and 4
contrel becomes apparent, The men would thereupon assemble
at the door of the principel man who attracted them to the
place and formally recognize him as a Bale or mayor of the
village. Then the mayorsliy becomes perpetuated in the

family,

Culture, Customs and Religion

The ancient Yorubszs were very simple in their manners,
their tastes and habits, Their homses all on the ground
floor are buili in compounds called Agbe Ile (a flock of
houses}, that i3 to may in the form of a hollow square,
horseshoe or & cirele, encleosing a large central area with
one principal gateway. The house is divided into compart-
ments {0 accommodate several familjes, all more or less
related or united by ties of kinship or friendship. One

plezza runs right around the whole, and is used for all

494rmen A, Alchian end Williem R, Allen, Univeraity
Economics (Belment, California: Wadworth Publishing
Compaty, inc., 1967}, p. 5.




visitora. The central area is used in common by all the .
inmatea for general purposes, Usually horses, sheep and ﬁ
goals are tethered in it. The compartment of the head of

the household jis usually larger than the rest and with Q i
loftier roof, and is generally opposlte the main gateway..

Tand ownership. The land laws of the Yorubae are

gimple and ¢ffective, Since there is enough land for each
ethnlc group, there is no need for anylcomplicated or
elaborate laws. Whatever land is not effectively oceupied
ia for the common benefit. No one need own any land which !
he cannot utilize, except farm land left fallow for a short
period. ' | - o
Theoretically and traoditionally, Yoruba land belongs
Yo the Alafin of Oyo ss the supreme head of the race. They
heve a proverbk: "The land belongs to the king.“so It must
be understocd, of course, that the king does not own the
land as his personal properiy. It is only his as repre~
genting the race. Therefore, each group owns its land for
the benefit of the group members, ) 4
Lands are never sold, but may be granted to cut=-

sldera for life, snd fto their heirs in perpetuity, But the

SORWQ 3&]:11\19.1 Johrlsml' _OEI E_ji.g p. 95-

ordinary purposes by day, and for the reception of ' >



frutt-bearing trees, especially the palm trees, and kols

nut trees, ete., on the land at the time of the granting |
are not included. He has to cultivate his own fruits; and
the land thus granted is never taken back except in special
c¢ircumstances such ag treason which renders the grantee an
outlaw, f£it to be excommunicated. L N

_ History ahows that the non-alienaticn of the Yoruba
‘Jand formed one of the main conditions of their admitting a
Eurpopean officer emong them by the Ibadans at the beginning

of the British Protectorate.’t

Only cltizens can own land
permenently, Land granted to foreigmers for a specifie
purpose reverts to the owner or state at the expiration of
the grant, I _ '
These are the general laws to be cbaserved rather in

the spirit than In the letter.

Perscnal appeargnce. Much regard iz paid to personal

sanitation. The men are elways shaved. If ene appears
unsghaven, unwashed, and with dirty clothea on, you may
safely conclude that he is mourning, for such are the
8lgns of it. ©Some men may carry their heads baid, but "ithe

51?. Agbodeka, The Rise of the Nation States - A

History of the West African Pecpies 1800-13b4 (LonGon:
Thomas Nelscn and Sons, Ltd., 1965), p- 131,
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hair is the glory of the woman." Women may have their hair
done up in a variely of ways dictated by the usual
feminine vanity. The unmarried ones are distinguished by
their hair being plaited into small strips from the right
to the left ear. Married women usually commence on both
sides and finish up in the middle in a sort of metwork
running from the forehead to the occiput,

They are very virtucus in character, loving, kind,
and respectful; unassuming in their manners, and sub-
missive to their superiors. When powerless, they would
submit to oppression and wrong to any extent so long as
they find resistance useless; but when an opportunity
comes for asserting their rights and overthrowing the
oppressor, they quickly embrace it. A common proverb
embodies this trait in their character: ™Bi owo eni ko te
eku ida a ki ibere iku ti o pa baba eni," % that is, if
one has not grasped the handle of his sword, he should not
attempt to avenge the death of his father.

Marriage, In ancient times the Yorubas were mostly
monogamic. This was not a result of enlightened views on
the subject, however, but rather from necessity. Polygamy
was not outlawed, but only the rich could indulge in such

luxury.

52Rev, Samuel Johnson, op. cit., p. 102. (The
proverb is quoted in Yoruba language.)
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Secondly, the pattern of life in the community was
not such that reduced the male population to the favor of
the female, Therefore, a superfluous female population was
hardly known. Promiscuous parriages were not allowed. The
freeborn were married to the freeborn, slaves to slaves,
and foreigners to foreigners. No matter how remote a
consanguinous affinity could be, it was strictly pro-
hibited.

The Yoruba marriage laws and customs have undergone
a lot of inevitable changes today because of cross-cultural
intercourse with other peoples and nationalities. The
chief features of their marriage customs are, nevertheless,
8iill preserved, OGranted that all things are equal and
normal, the following three stages are observed: (1) an
early intimation, (2) a formal betrothal, and (3) the
dctual marriage. The details of what actually takes place
at each stage are completely outside the scope of this
work, but a summary of the peculiarities that mark a Yoruba
wedded life as presented by Rev. Johnson makes an interest-
ing reading: (1) women are never really married twice,
They may be inherited as widows, or taken for a wife out-
side the late husbend's femily; but the marriage ceremony
is never gone over again under any circumstancea; (2) once
married, they are attached forever to the house and family
of their deceased husbands; hence, it is more usual for
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widows to thobse another husband from the same faﬁiiy; (3}
no woman is without a husband, except in extréme old age} i
but every womasn must have a male protector who is .
responsible for her; (4) divorce is very rare; so rare &s

to be practically considered nom-existing. It ia by ne

means easily obtained, especielly when there are children
in the union. However, adultery with the husband's blood
reletion, repeated insolvency, and ill-usage may constitute
grounds for divorce which may pnot be granted until all

possible means of reconcilimtion have been exhauvsted; and
(5) a woman diverced can never be re-married or taken up
legally by another man; hence the saying: "A ki isu opo ;i”
alaye” {no one can inherit the relict of & living man), '

- V' It i3 certain that contact with other cultures has
ﬁodified some of these rules; tut under pure native laws

and customg, the above rules still hold good., The Moslems
hold that their religion (EKoranic law)} limits them to four
wives and, therefore, their marriage ceremonies are never
performed for the same man more than four times, although

the later wives will still be duly recognized.

Occupations. The principal occcupations of men are
agriculture (eocoa is the chief sgricultural product of this
region),53 commerce, weaving, iron-smelting, smithing,

33¢arl K. Eicher and Carl Liedholm (Eas.), Growth

gnd Development of the Nigerian Economy (Michigan: State
University Fress, 1070), p. 10.
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tanning, and leather work, carving on wood and om calabashes;
wusic, medicine, barbering end other minor employments. The
literate group are engaged in white-collar employment.,

j . The women advanced in ege sced cotton and spin
thread. Other jobs within the province of women include
dyeing, palm oil and kernels induatry, shea tuiter making,i
beer-brewing, keeping of refreshment stells, the manufacture
"of beads from the hard shells of palm nuts or cocoa nuts, o,
pottery, small poultry or dairy farms, end halir dressing. L
S On the whole women seem to be far more industrious
.than the men. Men always continue to have leisure hours I
and off days from work; but the women seem to have none. :
However, women married by well-to~do husbands do practic-

ally nothing other than housewifery.

P - Boys and young men certainly have more idle hoursg |
than the girls. The care of the childreén also devolves

elmost entirely upon their mothers--an inevitable result

of polygamy.

Religicn. The Yorubas originally were éntirely
pagans,. Islam which many now profesa was introduced only
aince the closze of the eighteenth century. To say that
they were pagans does net imply that they had nothing to
worship which they regarded as a great being., They (the
gso~called pagans) believe in the existence of an "Almighty
Cod™ whom they term Qlurun, that is Lord of Heaven. They
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acknowledge him as the maker of heaven and earth, but toco
exalted to concern himself directly with the affairs of
men; hence, they admit the existence of many gods as inter-
mediaries and these they term Orisas,

This type of attitude is not unique to the Yorubas
or Nigerians alone, It was/is a prevailing sentiment in
many parts of Africa. A recorded statement of a person
vho served as a guardisn to a native god, Kabaka, in Uganda
is an eloquent testimony to this fact:

The religion of the Muslims appeared first and I

began to practise it a little. According to them,
one may commit the greatest crimes and then, Jjust
by washing oneself with water or sand, regain
innocence. The Protestants arrived after the
Muslims and 1 began to learn their words; they say,
®Sin, but believe." 1 found nothing with either to
set my heart at rest, They cannot have the truth:
I believe they are wrong. That is where I stood
when the Catholic priesta arrived,"54

The Yorubas also believe in a future state, hence
they worship the dead., This is an invocation of spirite
as observed in the Egugun festival in which masked indi-
viduals personate dead relatives, A belief in future
Judgment stems from this notion.

A belief in the doctrine of metempsychoais, or

transmigration of souls also features among the Yorubas.

943.F. Paupel, African Holocaust: The Story of the
Ugggda Martyra (New York: P.J, Leneay and Sons, 1962),
P. -
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They effirm that afier pome time, deceased parents are born
egain into the family of surviving children, From this
notion they name some of their children "HBabatunde" (father
comes again) or "Yetunde”™ (mother comes again). Recently,
a Yoruba woman priestess, Her Grace Prophetess Captain
Doctor Lbiahn?s has predicted in her prophecy:
More children will be born this year than in any
year in the past. But the pity of it is that many
of the children will be odd ones. Some will be borm
without legs; others without ears; and others still
without eyes, and so on and so forth, This is
because the spirit of our dead soldiers who died
during the Nigerian war will enter into pregnant
mothers. The remedy is that all expectant mothers

should offer spacial prayers to God every Monday
night.

They have many traditional objects of worship to
whom they at times sacrifice some creatures, such as the
aheep.56

Along with the pagans, the Yoruba communities also
comprise Christians and Moslems of high renown. Reference
can here be made to Rev. Samuel Adjai Crowther, 57 He was
a Yoruba ex-slave who, after having been ordained as an
Anglican priest in England in 1B44, served as a very

prominent Christian in Nigeria. It was through his own

95gee Drum: Africa's Leading Magazine, June, 1970.

Hnige 963
igeria Magazine No. 77, June 1963 (Published by
the Govermment of Nigeria), P.I;l.

571’. Agbodeka, The Rise of Nation States, op. cit.,
p. 21.






