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A B S T R A C T 

A c r i t i c a l examination of the s t r a t e g i e s fo r r u r a l 

transformation in the Third World Countries reveals the 

dec is ive ro les usual ly assigned to the c rea t ion of a 

conducive soc i o - spa t i a l s t ruc tures (Lea and Chaudhri, 1985). 

Indeed, as argued by Mabogunje (1980), much of development 

has to do with "the c rea t ion and organization of spa t i a l 

forms and s t ruc tu r e s " (P .53) . Since human a c t i v i t i e s 

invar iab ly take effect over space, e f fec t ive management of 

geographic space is very c ruc ia l to the development process . 

The study seeks to understand the soc io -spa t i a l changes 

-and r u r a l transformation induced by the c rea t ion and 

development of the new Federal Capi ta l , Abuja. The t r ans fe r 

of the Federal Capital from Lagos to Abuja involves the flow 

of people, huge amount of c ap i t a l intensive and extensive 

construct ion a c t i v i t i e s by both nat ional and mult inat ional 

companies. Their a c t i v i t i e s are a l l d i rected towards 

creat ing a new landscape in the development of the new 

Federal Cap i t a l . These new developments in an a rea tha t 

had r e l a t i v e l y been neglected for a long time by previous 

development e f fo r t s are bound to have a profound effect on 

the phys ica l , soc i a l and economic aspects of the indigenous 

population inhabi t ing the ru ra l se t t lements in the FCT. 

In view of t h e s e , the changes which the new Federal 

Capital is expected to br ing, should be such tha t they lead 

to a g r ea t e r improvement in the welfare of the i nhab i t an t s . 

The pos i t ive impact of these changes can only be guarranteed 

by pos i t ive adaptat ion to these changes and a dynamic 

v i 



v i i 

government pol icy at all s tages or phases of development of 

the new Federal Capi ta l . 

The thesis reviews a number of relevant 

theoretical formulations that have been put forward 

by regional planners to explain various aspects of the 

process and p a t t e r n of regional development. The Central 

place Theory and Growth Centre theory and Integrated Planning 

s t ra tegy a re among several t h e o r e t i c a l formulations t h a t have 

been put forward to expla in and r a t i ona l i ze the s t rudtures 

and functions of economic landscapes with a view to 

f a c i l i t a t i n g s p a t i a l i n t eg ra t ion of human a c t i v i t i e s in the 

development process . The in tegrated planning s t r a t e g y 

contends tha t the highest l eve l of effect iveness in planning, 

can only be achieved when a l l facets of development a re 

completely i n t eg ra t ed . 

The research findings revealed t h a t c e r t a i n problems 

and implicat ions a r i s i n g from the changes induced by the 

development of the Federal Capital are iminent. Such 

problems as populat ion growth, migration, unemployment, 

inadequate provision and d i s t r i b u t i o n of s o c i a l , i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

and communal f a c i l i t i e s u t i l i t i e s and s e r v i c e s , uncontrolled 

development, land appropr ia t ion and rese t t lement exercise of 

the people affected by the development p r o j e c t s , are among 

severa l problems t h a t have resul ted in the process of the 

development of the FCT. The study further revealed tha t 

the re a re , however, pos i t ive changes tha t could be 

strengthened to enhance and f a c i l i t a t e the improved standard 

of l i v ing of the inhab i tan t s of the study a r e a . These 




















































































































































































































































































































































