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ABSTRACT

The Library as one of the nost val uabl e soci al
Institution continues to gain recognition in N geria,
The research shows the significance of library service
as the nerve - centre for the overall programme of the
theol ogi cal semnary. A look at the history of the
Institutions studied stressed this fact - the four
t heol ogi cal semnaries investigated had it on their
naster-plans - a place for the library. It also
hi ghli ghts areas of strengths and weaknesses on the
part of semnary admnistration, the librarians
t hensel ves, academc staff, students and especially
the alumi of theological institutions towards the

library and its services.

No teacher ever teaches all that students need to
know i n any school system hence the need for |ecturers/
Instructors to include in their |essons issues which
woul d chal l enge students into the library - an
I ndi spensabl e suppl enent to classroomwork; and nake

themenul ate the Bereans (Acts 17%%).

The study appreciates the creditable role of
servi ce which the mssionaries have played in these
l'ibraries and shows how qualified N gerians should be
encouraged to take up jobs in theol ogi cal semnary

libraries. Hghlights the need for a witten collection
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devel opnent policy for all libraries. The need for
inter-library |oan cooperation anong theol ogi cal
| i braries cannot be overenphasi zed in view of our

harsh ti nes.

The research suggests the constitution,
conposition and functions of semnary library
committees. And in a bid to foster growth, formation
of a viable professional Special Library Association

in Ngeria is strongly recommended.
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CHAT'TER ONE

1.1 INTRCDUCTICHN AND ST/TEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The role of the Library as one of the most
valuable social institutions is achieving some
public recognition even here in Nigeria. A clear
manifestaticn of this is the interest shown in
library development by both the Federal and State
governments, But the library is not only an important
social institution; it is also the nerve-centre of the
academic institution. This fact is aprrecisted when
one considers the overall plans of institutions of
higher learning in this country. &nd to all intents
and purposes, such useful description of the library
embraces even institutions which may not be purely
academic in nature. Theological seminaries, as a
matter of fact, even from the times of the 0ld
Testament prophets to the institution of the
monasteries and the present day, have been both for
academic excellence and spiritual leadership. In the
01d Testament days, when someone had the unique
privilege of prophesying like the students of the
prophetic schools, such news spread like wild fire.
For example, when Saul - the very first King of

Israel was annointed King, before his coronation, he



- 2 -
met a procession of prophets and Jjoined in their
prophesying, "when all those who had formerly known
him and saw him prorhesying with the prophets, they
asked each other, what is this thst had happened to

the son of Kish? 'Is 5aul also among the prophets'?h’

While prophetic utterance cculd be said to be
a gift from the Almighty God, cases of similar
utterances which were results of vast readings and
emulation of some past hernes, may not be ruled out,
In Judaism the written word occupied a central place
in the transmission of divine revelation, and there are
examples and customs to indicate the high reverence in
which it was held, The sacred books were a precious
charge, and thosc who wrote and those who studied the
word of God were a group apart. "With the advent of
Christianity this reverence for reading and writing was
intensified and extended to written materials which
were not necessarily directly concerned with the
preservation of divine revelaticn. All writing which
was helpful to the formation of the children of God was
seen as a necessary thing, and to read such books was
to perform an act of virtue on the same level as

fasting and prayer".2
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Many ancient kings recognised the value of
libraries with records of s;ectacular achievements
of men and women from far and nesr their kingdoms,
One of such ancient kings was Hammurabi (2200 B.C.),
whose ¢lay tablets form a collaction of temple
records and absolutely qualified to be called a

special library,

Many hundreds of years later, St. Luke, in
writing his own account of the life and work of

Jesus Christ, said in the Revised Standard Version

(RSV):

“In as much as many have undertaken to
compile a narative of the things which
have been accomplished among us, Jjust
as ithey were deiiverea to us by those
who from the begin:ning were eye
witnesses and ministers of the wore, it
seenmed good to me also, having followed
all things closely for sometime past,
to write an orderly account for you most
excellent Theophilus, that you may know
the truth concerning the_things which
you have been informed."3

This preface is said to be a fine example of
rhetorical balance, but that arart, the reference
to many authorities is clear that the author of

the Gospel according to Luke and the Acts of the

Apostles has incorporated a variety of sources,

and the adjective is more than rhetorical.
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Earlicr compilers had received the gospel tradition -

largely, no doubt in oral form - from eye witnesses

and ministers. Luke believed himgelf peculiarly

fitted to improve on the work of his predecessors
"having followed all thingsclosely", and this

suggests thnt Luke must have achieved this by some
measure of research which gave him a better arrangement

b

of source materials. il

"You search the scriptures,” Jesus says ¥
(John 5:39) "hecause you think that in them you have
eternal life; 1t is these that bear witness of me," :
Though spoken to Jews in Jerusalem, this thought
was not confined to one people or one plsce. It
manifectsitself across the world of the New
Testament, In his history of the early Church
(acts 17:11), Luke re~echoes this statement with
these words of praise for the christians in Berea:
"Now these were more noble-minded than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the word with great
eargerness, examining the scriptures daily to see ?Aé
whether these things were so.% Even though the
fore-going may suggest a narrow=mindedness on the
part of the early church, but the apostle Faul,
educated in the University town of Tarsus and
trained at the feet of Gamaliel, reflects *“cth gldes

of the coin,

s



His letters show a wide renge of pagan learning

and literature, It is said that we can trace

Faul's practice to Camaliel, his Jewish mentor,

who was one of the few rabtbis to encourage the

study of the Greek literature; while most rabbis
held that the study of the Torah left no time for
the study of Greck.s It will not be far from the
truth that the grestness of both Gamaliel and

Paul - teacher and student respectively - lies on
their realization of the library being the nerve -
centre of their academic institution, A similar
situation could be said to have obtained in America
during the mid-18th century when one of the favoured
pattern of ministerial training was that of the
informal apprenticeship under an expericnced pastor,
following the tradition of England. "By 1750, a
more formalized development of the pastor-apprentice
relationship appeared. Certain active pastors
turned their homes into 'schools of the prophets' in
which small groups of prospective clergymen

received practical instruction in addition to

guidance in scholarly religious studies."6



-6 =

writing on library cevelopment in Burma,
Anis Khurr'shid reczlls Michael JSymes' tribute to
¥ing Bodzwpaya (11782 -- 1679S) thus: f-e-- it is
not impossible that His DBirmsn m=resgiy may possoss
a mors numercus library than -r, retontete from
the banke of the Dénube to the borders of China."7
Buu evell bedore fing wcodawpaya, the cult of the
book was populs’ in Purma, as early as the third
century as is evi“eni from the observotion made
by two Chinese monks, who were tr~vollini: overlend
to India, IJuring thz . ir-t Burnas. wer (1824-1629),
Captain Trent, a Bricish army 2f{ic>, found that
most of the monasteries in Prome had a small
building attached to them for archives and books,
Thus at the time of British occupation of Burma,
small librasries attached to Buddhist mcnasteries
abounded. These libraries were freely accessible
t; studenis, but the books in them were mostly
religious, with a few on everyday 'ife and science

The a2im of =211 library organizations is to
make litraries the centre of service to the
institutions' community., ficcording to Newhall
(1970), the library is an integrsl part of the
total seminary vrogramme, not a side issue or an

added luxury,
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It is, or should be a close companion to the
clazssroom. The cuslity of the Seminary library
is one important f:sctor in the cuality of education

given by the seminary.B

The history of theological libraries in the
continent of Africa is very long indeed., It
dates back to 952 2.D. when *"The library of the
Greek Orthodox Fatriarchate of Alexandria and
£11 Egypt" was founded., 2According to Rouss
(1668), the ancient theclogical library in Africa
assumes the second pocsition after "The Dean and
Chapter Library, Durham England® (635 f.D.) as the

very oldest libraries in the “orld Directory of

Theological libraries compiled in 1967. EBack

here in Nigeria, the history of theological
libraries can be traced back to the late
nineteenth century, 1898, when the Nigerian
Baptist Theological Seminary, Ogbomosho, Uyo
State, was established, In fact, as of November
10, 1967, Martin Rouss found out that there

were fourteen theological libraries in Nigeria.
This figure can onlv be taken as being the number
of theclogicsl institutions in Nigerin which
responded to his gquestionnaire, for there were

more of such scheools here as of that date,
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This study, however, intends to limit itself to

selected theclogical seminary libraries ir Nigeria.

And long as the history of theological
libraries seems to be in Nigeris, it is doubtful if
these libraries have made zsny significent strides
in the overall development of librarisnship in
the country. It is on these assumptions that the
writer thinks that this study is necessary to
discover the true place and potential contribution
of these theological libraries to members of their
communities specifically and the noation generally.
The study would also help various theological
librarics of this level know their worth, their
contributions, limitations and also measures that
are necessary or helpful in cUrtailing their short

comings,

The field of theologic=2l librarianship is a
very neglected one in Niperia. PBut for a handful
of studies which have been done on the contribution
of Islam to the development of libraries in
Nigeria, thefe does not seem to be anything on
theological librarianship per se ! Very little,
if anything at all has been written about

theolegical school libraries in Nigeria.
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S0 much of the items used here in this study are
about theological librarisnship outside of hkigeria,
Unlike othr fields of special librariasnship - such
as legislative libraries which may be s2id to

heve few writings because they had not existed for
long enough time, theclogicsl librarianship in
Nigeriz predates independence - with the coming of

the Missionaries,

The cry in Nigerias today is for a disciplined
society., Theologicsl institutions are primarily
concerned with the training of discivlined
religious and moral edu.sators and citizens, and for
libraries of such important institutions to be
neglected by resesrchers that could help challenge
them to greater heights, is the concern of this

study.

1.2 COBJECTIVES OF THR STUDY

The objectives of this study are in the
following terms:
It is an attempt to provide a source of useful
information on the planning and development of

theological seminary libraries in Nigeria.
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To acquire and present data concerning physical
facilities of the libraries, their stock, services,
personnel, financing and organizational patterns

and objectives.

To present data concerning collection developments
and selection policies of the selected

libraries.

To make proposals based on these findings and
suggest ways or measures wherepby these standards

could be achievedl,

JUSTIFICATICN FOR THE STUDY

The need for this study can be justified on a

number of grounds as follows;

T

Nigeria really needs to be and can truly be
self-sufficient in literally evePy svtherp of
human endeavour, and as most of what is stocked
and used in these libraries is imported and in
view of the current economic restrictions, this
research will challenge indigenous writings in
theology, which are sure to be more relevant to
our cultural backgrounds, This is why this
researcher agrees with Tokunbo (1982) when from

personal experience he writes:
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"Having undertaken theological training in
Africa, Durope and U,S.A,, I can say without
equivocation that preparation for the ministry
received in one's own ministerial, cultural and
geographical context is more advantageous in
terms of cost, relevance, adaptability and
authenticity., Only institutions like the
Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology
(N.E.G.5.T.) can adequately and truely meet the
many = sided needs of the church in Africa

todayn?

The study will serve as a contribution to

research in the area of theological librarianship

in Nigerizs, which has been neglected.

It will explore and recommend cooperative
measures among theological seminary libraries,
which is a desirable thing in view of import
restrictions; and enhance the unity we are
building under the Christian Association of
Nigeria (CAN).

The study could effect some desirable changes in
the quality of library servizes and resources

thmugh the data collected,
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5. To assess the valuable contributinns which these
libraries make in the overall training programme
of theologiczl seminaries in Nigerda; and
stimulate the need to make provision for regular
revi2w and examination of their services and

resources,

6. The study is Jjust in time to document and meke
available this information source to the newly
opened Christian Religious studies degree
programme in the Department of Education of the
Faculty of Education, Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, as well as to other similar institutions

in the country.

Te It could draw attention to some prcblems which
seem to impedethe progress of these libraries,

as well as offer workable suggestions,

1.4 SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS

The puorpose of the study will be to critically
investigate the place of libraries in theological
schools with particular emphasis on the libraries
in post-secondary school level theological seminaries

in Nigeria.
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a) A brief survey of other theological
seminaries in Nigeria and the historical
background of each of the selected

theological libraries,
b) Funding and control.

c) Staffing and stock - the present and future

plans for each seminary,

d) The services rendered by these theological

libraries and their limitations.
e) Accommwdation,
f) Their organizational structures
g) Froblems and prospective solutions.

This study of necessity, will have certain

limitations, Among these will be the following:

: the study is limited to the libraries of selected
theological seminaries in Nigeria.

2o it is also limited to the following selected
four denominations - The Roman Catholic Mission
(R.C.M.), the Tarrayyar Ekklisiya Kristi
A Nigeria (TEKAN), the Association of Evangelical
Churches of West Africas (E.C.W.A) and the Nigerian
Raptist Convention (N,B.C,). It is far too much

to take all the various and numerous
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denominations in this country in a study of
this nature, The selectdon is limited to

only four of the denominations for convenience,
in view of financial constraints and the time
available to me from my class work. Moreover,
the selection is made based on the fact that
they 211 provide training beyond the Secondary
Schoocl level of education, These seminaries
are located in a number of states in the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, This study
concerns those of the Roman Castholic Mission
(RCM) and the TEKAN/Lutheran Mission in Jos
and Bukuru respectively, P'lateau State; the
Nigerian Baptist Convention (BAPIIST) in
Ogbomosho, Oyo State, and the Association of
Evangelical Churches of West Africa (ECWA)

in Igbaja, Kwara State, Two of the selected
denominati ons have only one each of such
theological seminaries in the country, while
the remaining two denominations in the study -
ECWA and RCM - have two or more such schools

in the country.
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3, the study covers the period starting from the
beginnings of the selected institutions to
April, 1985, Data collected, therefore, will

be those relevant to this period,

1.5 ASSUMPTIONS OF THE STUDY

Before embarking on this study, the "writer

made the fcllowing assumptions, which he intends

to test:

1 that even though all the selected theological
seminaries have libraries, not all of them
sonsider the library as an integral part of the

seminary programme,

2. that the financial and moral support to these
theological school libraries have been inadequate
and that this has had adverse effect on their
development, output and performance - viz-a-«iz
their age and current state of development
when compared to Public and Academic libraries

in Nigeria,

3 that the stock of the libraries reflect strong
denomimational bias and this limits the
suitability and effectiveness of graduands from

such seminaries in a scciety which is still
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e
developing and striving to advance in various

fields of calling and endeavours,

that this biss binders or limits inter-library
loans and cooperation between these schools
which is a desirable thing,

that the returned guestionnaires and reports
from the selected libraries provided sufficient
data from which valid conclusions can be

drawn, A high degree of validity and accuracy

of the reported data was also assumed,

LITERATURE REVIEW

The purpose of this section is to examine

articles and research studies relevant to this

study. The rationale for this is two fold:

Te

24

Knowledge of what is so far known about the
preblem will help in avoiding unnecessary

duplication of efforts,

A review will also help in determining what
contribution this study can pake in terms

of adding new knowledge to the existing ones,
The field of theclogical librarianship is a
very neglected one in Nigeria., But for

a handful of studies which have been done

on the contribution of Islam to the development
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of libraries in Nigeri~s, there dccs not seem to
be anything on theological librarianshi» per sel
Very lit*tle, if anything at all has been written
about theological school 1lbrariza in Yigeria,
So much of the items used here in this studv are

about theological librarianship outside of Nigeria,

Unlike other fields of special librarianship
8uch as legialative librarien which may b2 szid
to have few writings beccuce "they are still at
infancy stage" - Utor [169%). theological
librarianzhip in Migeria pee-dotos inleperndence -
with the eoming of christian miscionsries,
For instance, tiie Lutheran worla rederacion (LWF)
Directory published at the end of 1963, in Geneva,
Switzerland, lists as many as fifty theological

institutions in Nigeria,

But this lack is not altogether peculiar to
the Nigerian situation. Even in the United States
of America with outstanding or long standing
record of librarinship, it was not until July,
}909 that the American Library Association

formed the Association of Special lLibraries.
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This came about when they rcalised that such
libraries, becauvse of their isolate¢ unigue

and confined problems, have had little in

cmmon, and by uniting them in cooperation, all

such small special libraries devoted to special
purposes and serving special clientage throughout
the country, will learn to know each other and
challenge themselves to greater heights. In: fact,
at the very first meeting of the Special

Libraries Association on November 5th, 1909, only
about 40 members were present and their constitution
accepting 11 members to constitute a quranm 2t any
meeting during the period. When the maiden issue of
the Directory of special libraries was compiled, the
compiler, for whatever reason, excluded ".,l1ll special
libraries relating to law, history, theology and

medicine."1o

One of the mo=t factuzl and comprehensive
of theological library surveys, prior to the
present era, is the study made by R.P. Morris
An 193, Morris was then the assistant librarian
of Yale Divinity school, and he conducted a

research survey of the status and function of
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seventy-eight Protestant Seminary libraries

in the United States ancd Canada., He was concerned
not only with such matters as size of collections,
budget support, adequacy of space, but with the
larger intangibles which are primary, such as

the method of library administration, adequacy

of staffing and recognition of the role of the
library in the educstional programme. As a roughly
comparable norm, Morris had in mind college and
university libraries =as the group with which

some parallel obzervations were pertinent, He
noted that during a period when American col.ege
and university libroaries were undergoing rapid
growth and development, the theologicel seminary
libraries yere "decidedly inferior in equipment and
management", He expressed the view that the chief
reason for this lay in the prevailing teaching
methods in theological schools, the character

and training of the faculty (staff), and the
subject matter taught. Further, he stated:

"The prevailing atmosphere of theological
libraries is that of an institution whose spirit,
development, subjects emphasized management and

activity have lost touch with the educational
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stress and development sc prominent in college

and university libraries. --- it is probably

correct tc assume," he sdded, "that the majority
of theological students graduating from American
Seminaries never have the opportunity to acgquaint
themselves with good libraries, and graduate with

but a limited knowledge of any subject ---."11

wWhen Herring (1940), Librarian of #issionary
Research Library, New York City wrote on "Religion
as a specialty,” urging members of religious
libraries in the U.S5. and Canada to form a national
group in Special Libraries Association (S.L.A.)
she lamented that the formation of the national
group representation in the S.L.A. has been
recommended at various times both by individuals
and by Special l.ibraries Association executives
but these calle have decidedly fallen on stony
grounds or deaf ears, The writer endeavoured to
proaf that "Religion, even though narrowly
interpreted is not a dead nor even deadly topic
but one of the livest of the 11ve."12 She revealed
that according to the latest issue of the publishers!
statistics, in 1938, religion ranked third in
American book production with 821 titles, being
exceeded only by history (857), and by sociology and
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economics combined (8138), fiction and juvenile

books aside.

The editorial committee said that the
Standing Conference of Theological and Philossphical
Libraries in London (SCOTAFLL) erew almost
imperceptibly out of several informal meetings
of librarians who were interested in improving
the facilities for research in theology and
philosophy in the metropolis, The meetings were
held at Dr, Williams library in 1948 at a time
when conditions had never been worse in these
subject-fields, Several of the libraries had
suffered during the war, asnd nearly all of them
were in difficulties owing to post-war inflation,
Nevertheless, between them they constituted
probably the finest source of research materials

in the world,

This body has been waxing stronger ever since
and has been working out ways of promoting cooperation
between member libraries. In 1951 it issued a
Directory of relevant libraries showing details
)f their services znd stock, The year 1953 saw
the issuing of a Joint-readers' ticket which
would servé as an introduction to a whole group
of libraries, and thus eliminate the necessity for

writing individually to many different institutions.,
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Future work o€ the Standing Conference included
the construction of a Ynion List of Periodicals,
the issuing of news bulletin, and a survey of
book and periodical- purchase to ensure better
coverage in theology &nd philosophy in the London

13

area.,

Writing on "The value of Library History"
Shera (1952) lamented that even though the profession
of librarianship in Amcrica possessed & series of
histories of individual special libraries in
medicine, buciness, industry, commerce and the like,
but all these placed end to end did not present a

useful history of the special library in the country.1h

And as if in reaction to Shera's observation

the editorial committee of the Library Trends

devoted the October issue to examining and
pighlighting current trends in theologiczl Librartes*
h}itiﬁg Gﬁ YProtestant Theological Seminaries and
their libraries," Beach (1960) concerned himself
primarily with the Protestant graduate theological
schools and revealed that in 1959, eighty-three such

schools in the Ynited Stateg and Canada were

L
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accredited members of aAmerican Association of
Theological Schools (A.A.T.S.)- the accrediting
agency for the field., Ana additional forty-four
were associate members meeting the reqguirement of
operating predominantly on & post college level,
"Beyond these two groupsy are an estimated fifty

to sixty theologicel schools which are not affiliated
with the A.A.T.S. but which offer or are reputed to
offer, academic work all or in part at the graduate
level.“15 A total group of 188 graduate theological
schools of the United States (151) and Canada (29),

were consisdered in that article,

In an attempt to z2ppraise the seminary
libraries as they are today, Beach {1950),
observes the three eras in the development of
protestant theological education in America:
college, tutorial and =zeminary as well as three
corresponding stages of library development,
starting with the libraries of Havard and Yale,
the first printed catalogue of the former's
library (1723) listed a meager 3,517 volumes and
nearly 60 per cent of the books were in the

theological field,
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"It is significant that the founding of Yale in
1701 grew out of a meeting of ministers {pastors)
in Brandford, to¢ which ezach man brought a cherished
hook from his own collecticn, thus forming the
nucleus for the college 1ibrary,"16 Beach

acknowledged,

The foregoing have tended towards some basic
conclusions, first among them is the fact that
libraries are very crucial to theological seminaries.
It was this truth that led a writer to pen these
words: "The theological séminayy library is the
ministers? profesaicnal library and should contain s
the things the minister needs to know, and the range

of sabjects he preaches upon =--=%, 7

"It is said by Davies that a larpge special

theological library should be a research collection

; gathering materials along its own line for scholars. "

Ceollegiate Librafy Canberra, Australia, a college
situated in Canberra and "intended for scholars
interested in post-graduate study of religion

was first put fawad in 1952 by the then Bishop
of Canberra and Goulburn, Pishop E,H. Burgann.

He envisaged the college as a place where true

religion and sound learning will : ever flourish and
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abound and whose expressed purpose in all its
activities in church and college will be to
restore theology to its proper place in the thought

of tho Hation B0

Beach (1960) in his continued survey of
Protestant Theological Seminaries »nd their
libraries asked some basic questions which are
worth our attention as follows: '"what is the
essential information concer ning size and growth
of collection? what are the most sifnificant
trends in matters of budpget and financial support?
What is the staff situation? How has the library
programme been adapted to meet changing curricular
and extra-curricular necds? \/hat sterns have been
taken along the road of inter=seminary library
cooperation of area or denominational planning?
Most important, what about therole of the library

in the total preogram of the Seminary...?"19

In attempting to provide concrete evidence in
response to these agquestions, he necessarily drew
upon a number of sources, He found helpful
materials from the data based upon the American
Association of Theological Schools {(A.A.T.S.)
Report on the Committee on Library Standards -

(1951-52); a part of the 1954-55 survey of
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theological seminaries and enquiriss made to the
headquarters office of the A.A.T.S., among others,
He tren came out with the findings that libraries
have gained substantially in size of collections,
€.g. the average current subscription list of

96 periodicals was reported ir 1930, while the
1952 report showed an average 182 journals in
current receipt per institution) and that further
evidence of growth is suggested by the large
némber of new or remodelled library buildings,

in addition to several major plants in the
planning or construction stages. He however,
appreciated the increased student enrollments, the
increasing stress upon graduate level study, the
changing curricular emphases, and the setting up
of new and specialized study programmes, and

noted that all these factors call for the enlarging

and strengthing of litrary resources,

Examining the question of financial
expenditures for books and periodicals, Beach
recalled that in 1952 the average annual
expenditures of seventy-three accredited members
of the A.4.T.S. were $2,817 for books and #508
for periodical and he compared that to the latest
figures available then for the years 1958-59
which stood at #6,265 for books and;£973 for

periodicals respectively,
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Another concliusion that can be drawn from the
literature is that there is a sincere need for
cooperation among theclogical school libraries
within a country and/or region, For example,

Davies (1965) emphasized that the pressing need for
greater cooperation between theological libraries

in Australia is an appreciated fact, He said:

"the recent formation of an Association of Australian
Theological Teachers should provide impetus for the
setting up of an Assocization of Theological Libraries

to advance the standards of theological library services
and promote the continued profescional and scholarly

growth of those engaged in this work.“2o

Whybray (1960) giving a description of the
Central Theological College Tokyo, which is the
Seminary of the Nippon Seikokai (Anglican church in
Japan) and of the part 't plays in the life of
the local church, lemented the fact that despite
the total independence which the church in Japan
enjoys, and despite the fact that the Seminary
maintains a high standard of theological training,
it cannot be said that the church as a whole fully
measures up to its responsibilities with regard
to theological training, or takes sufficiently

seriously the intellectual side of its mission.
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In comparison with other churches in Japan, the
Nippon Seikokai has few scholars, and too few of its
clergy, have intellectual interests, He however,
sympathizes with the shortage of books on
theological subjects, either in Japanese or other
languages, and the poverty of the clergy as factors
which make it almost impossible for a priest, once
he has left the Seminary to continue his theological

education or even to remain in touch with currentg

of theological thought. "The practice of sending
priest abroad for periods of study is very useful,"
Whybray appreciated, "but cannot solve the problem of
the continuation of their study when they return to
Japan, For these reasons, the potenti:l role of the
Central Theologiczl College Library is very important,
If newly graduated men could be persuaded to use it
by borrowing books by post, the intellectual level

of the clergy would be greatly improved," He
concluded his lament in these words: "Unfortunately
even our best men once they begin their parochial
duties, seem to become so thoroughly absorbed in

them that the library facilities are rarely used

by them.-‘-"z1

Although theological Seminary libraries exist

in the country, it has not been found necessary
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to study them, and it is the knowledge gap that

the present study intends to fill,

1.7 FROCEDURE

The methods employed in this study is that of
library survey, Data will be collected using the

inquiry ferm = questionnaires, personal interviews,

on-the-sport assessment and observation and study

of all relevant and available library records,
Questionnaires were constructed and sent to these
theological seminary librariee so as to find out
about their establishment, their administrative
framework, their financial positions and sources
their stocks/collections and services, as well as
their future plans for expansion, Thrze sets of
questionnzires were drawn - one for the Principal,
the second for the “ibrarian and the third for the
nsers - (students, staff and alumni) of the Seminary
library. And since it has been acknowledged that
as a rule, questicnnaires are nct very successful

if they are Jjust posted round =znd no personal

effort made to see that they are filled in and
returned, so these questionnaires were followed

up by personal visits during which the Frincipals

of the institutions, some library staff and students
were interviewed, Available and relevant records

of these libraries were also examined. It was
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during this period that the physical facilities,
accommodation, and routinc¢ procedures of these
libraries were cxamined,

The mass of data collected will be analysed
using tables, diagrams and findings will be expressed

in percentages as found appropriate,

1.8 ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

This study has becn orgenised into five

chapters as follows:

Chapter I: Contains the introduction and statement
of problem, objectives, justification,
scope and limitation, assumptions and

literature review that related to the

topic of the study.

. 2: Contains general background information
en the theological seminsries under

study - their foundings and libraries.

3: Contains the presentation, analysis
and interpretation of data on stock,
organization and services of these
libraries, as well as on theological
seminary library personnel, financing;
facilities (accommodation), organization

and administration,
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i: Compares results of previous studies
with scme findings of the present
research,

5: Deals with summary and conclusions,

recompendations and suggestions.

This chapter is followed by appendixes -
A and B, Appendix A containg all correspondences on
account of this study, and Appendix B contains the

guestionnaires used to collect data for the study.
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CHAFTER TWO

2.1 GENERA! BACYGROUND INFORMATION ON THE
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES UNDER STUDY.

Although Dr, A,D, Galloway, Professor of
Religious studics ot the University College, Ibadan
(1960) made an asscssment of the missionary
contribution to digeri~ from a non-denominational
peint of view, asscrting that "inspite of their
piestistic theoclopy, the early missionaries came
from a culture which kept only one eye fixed on
heaven, while the othur wag firmly focussed on the
earth"; We= quotation he made from Reverend
Townsend's diary of 10th October, 1936 revealed that
it took some kind of fundamental motivation to
explain the unqualified dedication of the missiocnaries.
For instance, Townscnd was quoted to have:panned down
these words: "this day rcenewed the vows 1 made to
God two years since, to devote myself to His
service in Missionary work, with fresh entresties
for grace to enable me go forth, with a single
eye to His glory, =nd for full purpose of heart,
not to return unless necessity compels me to do S0,
but to spend and be spent in fis service; not seeking
1

to please man but Cod === "

-35_
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Previous contact withk Buropeans had been
entirely on the basis of trade - either legitimate
or the illegitimate slave traffic. It was the
missionaries who first established true cultural
contact. They lived nearer the pecple, sharing
many of their hardships, entering into their own
homes, learning their languages, sharing their
burdens,“2 Galloway maintained. In establishing
these first genuinely cultural contacts with
Nigeria, it was on the whole 2 good, courageous,
generous 2nd genuinely dedicatoed way of life
which they showed., It is important tc;rememigr
that the first missionaries came, not knowing
how to look after themselves in the West African
environment, None of the drugs and prophylactics
which now make wWest Africa a fairly congenial place
for Europeans were available to them, Most of
them died within a few years, and many of them
within a few months of their arrival, But to the
very limit of their resources, they fed the
hungry, cured the sick, freed the prisoner,
sought mercy for the condemned and comforted those

in sorrow,

Turning to the first humane relations between
Britain and Nigeria, Gailoway noted that it was
difficult to observe a sharp distinction between

mission and trade.
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As a matter of fact, in the Buxton Expenditicn of
1841, financed by civil rather than missionary
funds, the first aim was to discover the
possibilities of legitimate trade with Nigeria and
to consider the possibility of introducing more
efficient means of production and distribution}
And much as technical aid, mechinery, books, and
all the implements of integration intoc %Western
economy werc bound to come as part of a natural
process but without the missionaries, the
essential personal contacts would have been much
slower in development., It is significant that
when missicnary societies in the United Kingdom
were sending out farm implements and other such
tools of technical development, David Hinderer of

Ibadan wrote in 1852, "We want the living instructor

(emphasis added)} rather than the inanimatec tool.“3
Galloway lamcnted that this was the factor which

was hardest to supply at the period. The “industrial
agent sent out in response to this particular request
died ten days after his arrival. His replacement
died a year later, Hkeplacements died before they had
learnt to be really useful, Those who survived the
initial attacks of fever developed some measure

of tolerance to it and continued to serve-some

for many years, but always debilitated by persistent

attacks of fever and by parasitic ini‘ections.“h
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In some respects, the sufferings of the first
Catholic missionaries, who a2rri ved a little later
in 1860's was even greater. As well as the
hardships of adapting themselves to this new
environment, they were faced with sheer poverty
to the extent of actual starvation., 4 Catholic
periodical Tablet of 1886, carried a report of a
colonial doctor on the death of a Catholic priest
as being 'not from climate, but from overwork and
want of prover nourishment and living'. And so
they travelled almost entirely on the charity of

the people, and thus they survived,

The part played by women, some of them of
legendary greatness, is one of the most astonishing
features of the whole missionary movement in
Nigeria, Names like those of "Mammy' Sutherland
and Mary Slessor of Calabar, Anna Hinderer of
Ibadan, Sarah Townsend of Abeokuta, among others
still stand out. Apart from their general work
as missionaries, these fine women could enter into
an intemaoy of understanding with the mothers of
Nigeria which would bc both improper and unbecoming
in man, "Moreover, thcy themselves became ‘mothers'
of very extensive families, The slave trade and

the social upheavals of war left many children homeless,
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These childron were taken into the homes of
missionaries, =--=- Anna "inaerer, in her account

of 8eventeen Years in Yorubaland speaks of having

5

thirty children in her compound,"” as testified

by Gzlloway.,

Outstanding as all these other efforts of the
early missionaries were, the mission school is
probably the greatest single missicnary factor
influencing the lifc¢ and culture of Nigeria.
Feople werc taught how to read and write as
well as given those chirstian virtues of industry
and productive prosperity which were so highly
valued in the 19tk century christiandom. So
schools were set up in every mission station and
the foundation of thec modern educational system

of Nigeria was laid,

Even though some writers of the history of
education in Nigeriz contend that the primery
objective of the early christian missionaries was
to convert the African to christianity via education,
others agree that the early missionaries alsco
realised (almost immediately), the importancce of
training the locezl clergy, Catechistg, and lay
leaders who would minister to the needs of their
own people, Thus the carly missionaries did not

waste much time in establishing Bible training
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institutes in their various st=tioms. For

example, in his Vorld Directory of Theclogical

Libraries, compiled by November 10, 1967, Martin
Ruoss said that there were fourteen such
institutions in the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
As this writer has pointed out earlier on, this
number could only be taken to represent those who
responded to his guestiennaire, because a glance

at his entries under Nigeria on (pages 40-41)
reveals that there are many theclogical
institutions that were left out. <n December,
1983, the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) in their

Directory of Theological Institutiqns in Africa,

list as many as fifty. Thcse institutions offer
courses for ordinands as well a2s for non-ordainand
church workers likc evengelists and catechists,

and award certificates and diplomas at varying
levels. Some of them awsrd academic degree - Jr =
Bachelors accredited with overseas institutions,

€.g. Urbanianum University, Rome (for St, Augustina's
Major Seminary, Jos and Major Seminary of SS Feter
and Paul, Ibadan); thc Bible Institute of Los Angeles
U.S.A, (for E,C,W.A. Theological Seminary, Igbaja),
the Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky
(for Nigerisn Baptist Theological Seminary,
Ogbomosho), In recent years, towever, with the

promulgation of the law recognizing only degrees
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awarded by the Nigerian Universities "
the trend has been for the non-university
institutions (and cven one that had overseas
accreditetion) to link witkh Nigerian universities
for the award of their diplomas and Bachelor

degrees.

Geod as these efforts for recognition by
the government are, the significant role of the
libraries in these theological seminsries must not
be overlooked! It must be borne in mind that no
class teacher cver gives to his students all there
is for them to learn, Therefore, therc is nced
for lecturers/instructors to include issues in the
course of their lectures which will challenge
students into independent indepth searches in
the library - a habit if well formed in school

will augur well for the individual later in life,

The library should offer students an
exciting supplcment to classroom teaching and
lectures. Its books and periodicals give many
students thoeir first real opportunity for wider
-raag;nga_ With ercouragcment from teachers
(most of whom have benefitted much from
theological Seminary libraries in their days
as students) and libresrians, the seminary library

should be the starting-point for = life-long
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habit of reading and self-dirccted study., After
all, graduates of these seminaries will spend

the rest of their lives working in a society that
is still developing with people striving to
advance in their various fields of calling and
endeavours. Hence, the need for these would-he
graduates to have a solid base for continuing
education - one form of which can be got through

independent study in libraries,

*Theological study and spiritual formation
are the essential goals in any system or nrogramme
which assumes responsibility for the preparation
of mén for the priesthood. w6 No wonder therefore,
that reference is freauently made to the fine
balance that must be maintained between professional
knowledge and personal picty in any system cf
seminary training, Harrington n@intained: "Actually
there exists not so much a balance as a hierarchy
in which knowledge is scen as a cause of priestly
holiness.“7 Learning is essential for the proper
disctharge of many duties of the sacred ministry,
as well as an important element of Sacerdotal
perfection: Therefore, "given these goals of
Seminary training", Harrington continued, *"the

librarian no less than the theologian and
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spiritual director, must make his proper

contribution te lezrning and holinessl"a

Writing on "the role of the Nursing “ibrary
in the education of Nurses®, Helen W, Munson,
showed thest the 1,135 schools of nursing approved
in 1955 by the st:te boards of nurse examiners in
the United States, 299 were hospital schools with
programmes leading to the divloma in nursing, 180
were university schoels with rrogramres leading to
the baccalaureate degrec and the diploma in
nursing, A nationwide study msde in 1949 reported
that a ‘goed!' schoel of nursing had a library of
14000 or more titles, added 100 or more bocks
each year and had access to the additional facilities

of a college, university or medical school libdbrary,

In Nigeria having libraries as part of
institutions and esrecially thosc¢ at the post-
secondary school level is more of a norm than
an exception, As Rouss show:d in his World
Directory of Theological Libraries, even those at
the secondary schocl level have libraries with
over 1000 volumes, Libraries indecd, are
integral parts of institutions of higher learning.
Unfortunately however, some of the institutions

in this country merely pay lip service to the
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significrance of libraries for the success of

their schocl programmes,

2,2 THE ROLES OF THE SEMINARIES AND SEMINARIANS.
ELY

The people trained in the Seminaries are said to
be #"the custodizns of the peorvlels conscience, and the
most ardent defenders of ethic —--9. The Seminary,
therefore, is "a place of spiritusl and intellectual
formation rather than an institution devoted entirely
to education. There is not an ewclusive emphasis on
academic dcegrees or zchievements as such, rather the
student and staff work end pray together to achieve a
go0al get in the higher order of being, The student
leaves the Seminary and immediately enters a life where
ideals are as important >s ideas and spiritual

strength equal in value to academic rucognition"10.

2.3 ST. AUGUSTINE'S MAJOR SEMINARY, JOS

This is one of the major seminaries established
by the Roman Catholic Mission in Nigeria for the sole
purpose of training people called to the priesthood
for the varicus Catholic perishes and other ministries
of this church in Nigeris., Two groups of priests
are recognised in the law of the Catholic Church,
Those who arc members of a moral or legal entity

within the church which may be a religious order,
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This is a completely inadequate distinction
between the diocesan Clergv and religious priests,
but it is sufficient for our purpcse since it
will point cut differences in formaticn which
have librery implicatlons.

The selection and formation of men for the
diocesan priesthood has always been the
responsibility of the bishop of each diccese.

For many years in the history of the Catholic
church, it was tossible to have as many ideas on
prestly formation ss therc 'were individual bookshops. -
The practice was such that the candidates were
simply gathered in thc homes of the bishop to
receive completc training from him, sending the
candidates to monastic schools, enrolling them in
Universities, etc., etc, According to Harrington,
the system followed in individual cases

depended on the convicticn of the bishop, his
financial condition, the number of candidates,

the needs of the diocese and similar considerations“.11

The Council of Trent in 1846 brought order to
the situation by establishing the structure of
seminary training which with some modifications
exists today ! Each diocesc is bound to support,

educate in ecclessiastical discipline and spiritually
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form those youths who wish to receive the
sacrements of loly Orders, This is to be done in an
institution chosen Ly the bishop or in one

maintained by him,

The history of the Roman Catothlic Mission
in Nigeria is a very long one indeed, Writing on
"the beginnings of the Roman Cathelic Church in
Yorubaland, " Modupe (1969) said that the
force behind Roman Catholic Mission in Yorubaland
was Father Francisco Bogherc the Italian who
succeeded Marion de Presillac as the leader of
Dahomey {Benin) Mission of the society of African
Missions, founded 1856, He landed in Lagos
on the 17th February, 1862, from ¢ uidah in Benin,
where the Mission had been working since 1861,

He was said to have expressed surprise at the
large number of Brazilian Catholics who came to
welcome him. In and around Lagos he found about
1,200 baptised persons, 1In the main, these were
the emigrants from Brazil who had returned from
slavery in Brzazil after the emancipation of slaves
in that country and in Cuba, Thev had become
Roman Catholics and literate in Portuguese. When
Fr. Borghero came to Lagos in 1862, he organized
the place as an cutstation of the Benin Mission

with its headquarters at Cuidah. In 1864 a new



mission was founded in Fortc Novo, and from then
on, Fathers from both Cuidzh and Porto Novo
visited Lagos, However, they did not seem to have
made the desired impact with the natives, Their

first confirmation in Lagos was not until 1877

But when they begzn the construction of the
Holy Cross Cathzdral in 1878, Modupe revealed that
it was designed tc hold, 2,000 people, Three
years later, when it was completed it was already
toc small. The mission's work witnessed more
expansion in the late 1200': with the consecration
of Chausse as bishop of Lsgos in 1891, The work
extended tc lbadan 1965, It was in 1905 that the
Mission opened its first Seminary in Africa, All
this was done with the hope of producing African
priests, perhaps in line with the thought already
expressed by J,P. 3chon, a member of the 1841 Niger
expedition, that "since Europeana could not easily
survive the climate, Nigeria must be evangelized

by Africans themselves --".12

The growth of the church has always been the
main Justification for the establishment of the
Seminary. This was also the case in the United
States in the lete 1780s and early 1790's, As the

church grew, new dioceses were established and new
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Seminaries were also founded to supply priests for

the diocesan ministry.

At the moment, the Catholic Mission has a
number of majer Suminaries spread out in the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, For reasons already
stated in Chapter one, this researcher wishes to
study the St. Augustine's Major Seminary in Jos,

captial of Plateau State.

According to the Rector of the Seminary,
Reverend Fr. Cletus Gotan, this institution: was
established in 1967 in Koffi and later moved to
Jos in 1970, Some of the students that this
researcher talked to, considered the cstablishment
of the Seminary here in the north as cne of the
blessings of the Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970).
Prior to the upheavals in this land, the preparation
for the priesthood was either done in the east or
west., The founding of the Seminary here was
the decision of all the Catholic Pishops of the
Catholic Dioceses of the Kaduna Ecclesiastical
province, with the aim of continuing the promotion

of the vocation to the priesthood!

At the time of this study, the seminary has
a total of 291 students in residence, plus 13 full
time and 4 part-time teaching staff. As a major
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Seminary, students are admitted here having met the
ordinary level (O/L) minimum entry requirements,
plus the recommendation of the bishops of their
dioces es. The duration of the course is 7 years -
(3 years for Dimloma in Theology and four years of
Theology). It must be a boarding institution,
where the activity of the students is closely

regulated in terms of the state of life he has chosen,

In addition to the four years courses in
theology, this 3eminary aiso has the Philosophy
programmes, and thesc are the main course run in
the institution, according to the kector, "The
preparation for “n ccocurse in theology is the
traditional liberal arts programme, although there
is an amount cof pre-professional training usually
in languages and literature, In addition to the
academic work there is, of ccurse, a programme of
spiritual formation which is the specific difference
between a Seminary and cther educational institutions

on the same 1eve1,"13 Harrington maintains,

The emphasis on professional knowledge and
perscnal sanctity gain momentum at this peoint
and the role of the library becomes increasingly
important. It is here that the candidate begins

the systematic and scientific study of theclogy and
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related subjects, Therc are required courses in
moral, dogmetic and ascetical theology, liturgy,
Canon law, sacred scrivture, Philosophy, church
histeory, houiletics, catechetics, music and
biblical languages. These, with some variation comprise
the core curriculum which is to be found in every
major seminary, The contribution of library service
at each stege cf the course therefore, cannot be

over stressed}

2. THE LIBRARY

According to the Rector, the library for St.
Augustine's Major Seminary, was in the master-plan
of the institution, This is obvious from the
structure and location of the library. Five
librarians are said to have run the libnary since
inception, but most of these were academic staff
members, who either showed some interest in library
work or were simply assigned the responsibility
for oversceing the library by the seminary administration,
The incumbent librarian, in the person of Miss
Christy H, Inwerogu ( = graduate of Ahmadu Bello
University Library Schocl), was appointed in February
1985, A library with 200 seating capacity and with =zbout
16,200 volumes, but the librarian has no assistants

except for 6 students aides who look after the library
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after the closing hours, In response to one of the
items on the auestionnaire, which seeks to establish
if the library has been helpful in anyway towards
attaining the cbjectives of the institutions - the
Rector emphatically answers that it has been very
helpful! Therefore, one can hope that the staffing

situation, among other things, will improve.

2.5 E.C.W.A, THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, IGBAJA

Igbaja in Kwara State has been an educational
centre for many years, The Sudan Interior Mission
(S.I.M.) Missionaries had a foresight for "completeness"
in the education they provided to Nigerians at
Igbaja, There was the !‘rimary school (Junior and
Senior then), after which one could gain admission
to the Teachers! Ccllege, the secondary school
in the beighbourhood or to the Bible College and
Seminary -~ all within the large arca the mission

acquired]

Like it has been in other pvarts of the world,
this mission began quite early in its life here to
train nationals for the leadership of the church
of Christ in Nigeria and the whole of West Africa
(as the name of the parent Organzation/demomination

(E.C.W,A.) implies). The original members of the
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Associaticn of Evangelical Churches of ¢

were the converts to the Gospel preached by the
sudan Interior Mission (S.I.M,), and their churches
formerly known as S.I1.M. churches. In the process
of time, these people formed themselves into an
indigenous body, adopted a form of church government
and registered the organisation with the government
of Nigeria as a religious body on 11th June, 19563
15

and as an approved Voluntary Agency in June, 1958,

This church now owns this institution among several

others.

The heverend David Buremoh, Principal of the
Seminary revealed that the institution was
established in 1941 by the S8.I1I,M.,/E.C,W.A, with the
aim of training men and women for christian leadership.
At the time ofhthe study, the Seminary runs 2-level
courses - a 3-l year Diploma in theoclogy and a L-year
Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) course (introduced
in 1955 as a B,A. accredited by the Bible Institute
of Los Angeles), The 9,Th., degree is recognized in
Kwara State as equivalent to B.A."1u The seminary
has 127 students In residence, 17 members of teaching
staff - 11 full time and 6 part-time, Today the

Association o Evangelical Churches of West Africa



(E.C.W.A.,) is the sole indigenous sponsoring body

of the institution.

2,6 THE LIBRARY

The Principal also revealed that the seminary
has a library which was in the master-plan of the
institution right from the beginning. The library
has been considered very useful and helpful
towards attaining the objectives of the institution.
For instance, an academic member of staff said that
the library provides adequate back up for faculty

(staff) and students in the classroom and study,

The library is housed on top of an impressive
me-storey aeademic/administrative building. It is
capable of seating 88 readers at a time:; with
about 15,000 volumes in its collection. Six
librarians have run the library since inception -
mostly academic staff members who were assigned that
responsibility eitther because they showed particular
interst in library work or simply as another
responsibility by the administration. This fact,
notwithstanding, those who had been entrusted with
such responsibilities, have put in their pest in

carrying out their assignments,

The incumbent librarian - Miss Olwyn Keyte - an

S.I.M. Missionary from New Zealand is a seasoned
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professional, She holds the General Training
Certificete from the New Zealand Library Association.
She was posted heres in 1982 - the first time a
professional snd full-time Librarian has been

running the library. She had four students who help

in the afternoons and evenings and two other students

as ¢lerical assistants working also in the afternoons.

2.7 THE WIGERTAN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
OGBEOMOSHO

Babs Fafunwa in his Higtory of Education in

Nigeria testified thot the American Baptist
missionary Thomags J. Bowen, errived’'ian Badagry in
August 1850, with the intention of establishing
missions in the intorior but nelitical unrest forced
him te stay in Abeokuta for about a y:ar as a guest
of Townsend the Church Missionary Society (C.M.S.)
Misgionary. He tried to establish missions in

Ketu and Iseyin but was unsuccessful and finally
settled for Ijaye where he built his firgt station,

Bowen estoblished o mission in Ogbomosho in 1884,

The Nigerian Baptist Theclogical Seminary was
organized in 1897 by the Reverend C.E. Smith, a

missionary of the Foreing Mission Board of the

Southern Baptist Convention, United States of America,

From the beginning it was fostered and supported by

that Board. The schcol had a nomadic and varying
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existence, being located first in Ogbomosho, then
in Shaki and later back in Ogbomosho.

After the World War I, there was renewed life
and interest in the seminary. George W. Sadler
was appeinted Principal and Dr. w.B, Carson sdded
to the teaching staff. The schocl at this time was
a Seminary and teacher - training institute
combined; and as we would exypect, the teacher -
training aspect of the curriculum overshadowed that

of theology,

1934 saw Dr. J.C. Pool as the one sent to
engage in the training of Baptist ministers - sent
by the founding missicnary body. The teacher-
trainisg scheol and the semina ry continued as a
combined institution with the Rev. H.¥., McCornick
as Principal and Dr. Pool as head cf the theological
department., In 1936 the theology department
moved to Abeokuta for 1* years and then to Oyo for
a year. But at the close of 1938, it was returned
to Ogbomosho and completely and officially separated
from the teacher-training college, which was moved
to Iwo, some (4O miles) 64 kilometres away and there

combined with the lndustrizl Institute,

From 1938 to 1970, the seminary has been in
Ogbomosho with Pool continuing as Principal,

Ogbomosho is about 290 kilometres north-east
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of Ibadan the Headeguarters of the Nigerian
Baptist Convention. The present principal of the
Seminary, the Reverend (Dr) Osadolor Imasogie,
who is also the current president of the Nigerian
Baptist Convention, confirmed that the Seminary
was set up in 1898 (87 years age) by the Baptist
Mission of the Suuthern Baptist Convention of the
U.S.A. The foreign Mission Board, the American
Baptist Mission, and the Women's Missionary Union
of the Southern Baptist Conventiom, U.S.A. and
the Nigerian Baptist Convention have all

combined to foster &rc support the school.

In a presidential address to the 71st
annual session of the Nigerian Baptist Convention
(N.B.C.) held in Ogbomosho, 14-19/L/84, the Rev,
{Dr.} 0, Imascgie said: "you would recall that
when a few Baptists gathered in Ibadan 1914 to
form an association, the name chosen for the
resultant organization was Yoruba Baptist Association.
Four years later at their annual conference held
at Abeokuta, it was unanimously decided to change
the name to the Nigerian Baptist Convention (N.B.C).
The first meeting of the body following that decision
was held at Okelerin from March 12-16, 1919, Thus
for the first time the Baptists of Nigeria met under

the new title - 'The Nigerian Baptist ConVention",1‘



=BT

The Seminery was established with the objective

of training God-called men and women f or the
ministry of the Christian church in Nigeria,

Just like other similar institutions in the
Protestant denominations, the training of ministers
for sister denominations ic a common feature, So
The Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary is primarily
a training school for ministers of the Baptist
Churches of Nigeria and its environs. "Ministers of
other denominations or from other missions are nct
excluded, provided they pay sufficient fees to cover

the entire cost of their training ---.“ﬁT

The institution has 135 students in residence,
and offer Certificate courses in Theology and
Religious Educstion, Diploma and Degree in
Theology as well as in Religious Education, The
courses are designed to supply ministers of the
Gospel with basal and practical theological
traing to P€lP them become better ministers,
missionaries and christian workers, Twenty-two staff
members are involved in the training programmes
of this Seminary = 18 full-time and L part-time,
Twelve of these have doctorate degree in their

fields of expertise,
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2.8 THE SEMINARY LIBRARY

The library wag clearly there in the master
plan of the institution. It is centrally located
in the impressive new buildings which consist
of a block of 10 classrcoms, a chapel and
administrative building, with faculty (staff)
and business offices, student centre, store and
reception rooms, Jjust infront of the old campus,
It is a ?2-storey building. The ‘rincipal further
revealed that the library is named “J.C. Pool Library"
in honour and loving memory of the Reverend
(Dr.) James Christopher Fool, who was principal

of the institution as from 1934-70.

Like it has been in the other Semin:ries
studied above, this library has had mainly academic
staff members charged with the responsibility of
running it, For want of records, it was not
possible to approximate the number of such staff
in the library; and since the present librarian
Miss Shirley Ann (lem? - American - B.A. (English)
MLS and M.A. (Religious Education) with additional
post-graduate work in education and media, did
not disclose when she assumed duty, nor was willing
to say who the second lihrarian was, who was certainly

not there at the time of this research,
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"The library houses over 29,600 -volumes of
which approximately 7% pertain to religion and
theology."16 It seats about 90 students at a
time, Student library workers provide assicstance
in reference and circulation services to patrons
and in technical processing. They have three
clerical staff. The frincipal appreciates the
usefulness of this library to the attainment of

the objectives of the institution.

2.9 THECLOGICAL COLLEGE OF NORTHERN NIGERIA,
BYKURU _

Bukur® | the seat of this institution is about
1 kifometres South of Jos, flatewu State, The
'Tarayyan Ikklis iyoyin Kristi a_Niserija'
Fellowship of the Churches of Christ in Nigeria,
{"a body of eight autoncmoug churches that have
grown out of the Sudan United Mission (S,U.M.)
in Nigeria and the Church of the Brethren
Mission (C.B.M.), foster and support thre
institution. The Lutheran Church of Christ in
Nigeria (LCCN) is one of the eight churches.
The three Anglican Dioceses of Kaduna, Kano and
Jos are associate members."17

o
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The Principal of the Seminary the Reverend
(Dr.) Musa D. Gotoreexplzined that the Institution,
which was established in 1959 by the SUM/CBM as
the founding missions, with the aim of training
church ministers, chaplains, and christian
religious teachers is predominantly named after

a geographic place - Northern Nigeria,

The Seminary has 95 students in residence;
twelve teaching staff (7 full time and 5 part
time); runs Diploma courses in theology and
advanced theological studics. Specifically, the

College has the following study programmes:

(a) Diploma in Christian Ministry

(p) Diploma in Theology, and

(¢) Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.). ¥
The B,D. and Diploma in Theology programmes are conducted
in affiliation with the University of Jos,

2.10 THE COLLEGE LIBRARY

The Seminary hes a library with good collection
of books. It holds a total book collection of
11,300 volumes and microfiche materials which equal
about 50,00C pages. Even though the library is
on the master-plan of the institution, the present
building which houses the library stock was only
partly built as a library, The Deupty Principal

:'...
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stated that: ("and this was quite adeaquste at
the beginning®"). It has now been extended via *slassroom.
A more suitable library building is &n the offing. The

library now seatsg ahout JO readers at a time,

Six or Seven staff are said to have taken
charge of the library since inception. So far
however, there has never been a full-time and
professional librarien in the services of the

Theological College of Northern Nigerian (TCNN).

The present staff in-charge of the library
is one Mr. Thomas Hanson (Polish) with M.A.
(History) and B.A, (Religious studies), He is
doing z goed Job and this is as a result of the
type of library orientation he had in his university
days, coupled with his love fér library work. o
He has six student. helpers in the afternoons and
evenings. It is gratifying to note that the .
Principal recognizes that the¢ library has been
very helpful in everyway towards the attainment
of the objectives of the institution, One has
hopes that more realistic steps will be taken

to improve the lot of library services here.
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CHAFTER THREE

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATICN CF FINDINGS

3.7 INTRODUCTION

In the development of educational and training

institutions, the church along with state and
secular support, has been a deeply concerned
participant, The churth has been active in
establishing and upgrading instutitions which train
for christian leadership, This i turn has given
rise to new problcms which reflect new needs.

Amond these needs is the impertant matter of the
institutional library 2nd its service, For

instance, following the second Vatican council,
most theological sceminarics considered and made
changes in their study and training programmes, and

aa a result, the role of the library and librarian
became pnfficularly important. More emphasis on
independent study by the student, honours reading
courses, seminars, new teaching methods and materials
increased demands on library resources and services.1
It is therefore, significant that we should
censider the process of building the library

cellection before rendering services.

- Bl -
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"Book selection is a process of carefully and
Judicicusly choesing relevant information materials
to satisfy the known needs of the known library

clienteles.“2

The major task of any library is tc supply
books and other related library materials to people
i.,e. to supply those library materials which the
individual user will find valuable and useful,

This is important because "the amount of satisfaction
a reader finds in a library depends direcctly upon
the kinds of books the library has available feor

his usej; if the librarian manages consistently to
choose books of:?hterest or use to his readers,

he cannot expect them to be satisfied with his
library.“3

Librarians are commonly agreed that they want
the best books for the readers, This agreement,
however, is more of an ideal than the practice,

It is not uncommon to find a librarian who might
feel that the dissatisfaction of a reader would
have to be borne if that dissatisfaction arose

from the fact that he could not get materials which
he wanted but which the librarian believed were
unsuitable to the purpose of the library.
Contradictory opinion/judgements conerning the
value of a given item in the collection, are bound

to arise if the library does not have 2 well defined
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and written selcction pélicy. This policy serves as
a base for current ection and as a springboard for
future growth, It =1lso

helps to ensure a consistent and balanced
development of library rescurces and provides the
nesessary safeguard agzinst special interest
pressure cither on the part of those who select

thé materials or on the part of those who use the

collection.

3,2 COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY:

The information explension witnessed in the
last two decades and‘%n:;wnlifcration of the
printed matter have presented libraries with a
big problem, namely, the ways =nd means of keeping
pace with the acquisition of these materials for
the purposes they might be required to serve,
Collection development is, therefore the proecess
of improving both the quantity and guality of a
1;%rary's resources on a continuing basis, in

order to maximize their use.h

ﬂﬁwell vwritten collection development policy
is necessary wven in special libraries am well,
where. the.clientele-is—-more-easily defined,
because "it gerves as a planning guideline and

working tool for selestors; it serves as a



- 67 -

communication medium between the library and
external administrative bodies, and it serves

as the codified rationale for decisions on
budgetary matters."5 Thus, a policy on materiais
selection will help to ensure that the collection
covers all areas of human Knowledge, =nd that new
research areas and new knowledge interests
relevant to the institutions are identified and
accommodated, that imbalances are discovered and
ad justed and that the duplication of efforts that
can beset the efficient utilization of the

librarisn's time, avoided,

Although it may be true to some extent to say
that there are scme libraries without written
collection development policies, which have been
able to operate with laudable results, yet it
cannot be overstressed that the advantages of
having a written one are overwhelming, Despite
all these merits of having one, only one of the
theological seminary libraries tnder study has
a colliection development policy. Various possable
factors are responsgible for this state of affair,
Some of the factors include:- budgetary constraints
~(Llike one of the librariens explained), the needs
and expectations of the clienteles, the scope ar

extent of coverage in each subject area; the
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perscnal interests of the perscns, making the
selection, and the prospects (or lack of it)
for cooperation with other libraries in the

neighbourhood,

If it is true, like one of the librarians
clearly stated in answer to one of the questions
on the library profile, that the purposes amd
functions of her library are to provide books,
Journals, and non-print materials needed by the
students and faculty (staff) to fzcilitate
achievement of their educational geoals; to
provide the necessary space and environment for
effective utilization of the library resources;
to develop and maintain excellent service, and to
continue the development of a comprehensive
programme for the corientation of students and
staff to the library and its resources; then, in
order to have a balanced coliection of materials
in the library, efforts must be made to write
a collection develepment pelicy. This will ensure
the fair sharing of the limited budget over the
fields catered for in the library.

In order to ensure that the collection
development pclicy iteself is not defective and
bias, the acceptable practiee, anyway, is never to

make the formulation of it a one-mzn affair,
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Participation in this exercise should cover as
wide a spectrum of all thc interested parties as
possible. There must be the fullest consultation
or cocrdination at all levels resulting from the
polling together of the experience, knowledge and
judgements of many professionals and other
interested parties. FPriorities must be listed
considering and disposing of certain vital issues
like what the long and short-terms objectives of
the policy are; the goals and objectives of the
library viz-a-viz the role and functions of the
institution itself, As it has been wisely observed,
"the primary characteristics of a good acadmic
library is its complete identification with its
own institution. The measure of its excellence is
the extent to which its resources support the

6

institution' s objectives",

In general terms collection development
policy could alse include a statement on such
technical matters as gifts, duplicates, rescrved
beooks, second-hand books, the acquisition of backsets

and weeding,

A library collection may be well known either
for its wide range of coverage or the depth of its
specialization. The main restraining factor in

determining which way this may tend to go, is
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finance as well sg non-availability of relevant
library materials. In this regard, it is a wise
policy for libraries which are close together

(in terms of goals and objectives) to cooperate in
evalving collection development policies that
complement one another - so that in areas where
one library is weak, the other library might be
strong and vice versa. This is possible through a
well=-planned system of inter=-library cooperation

and resources sharing.,

3.3 IYPE OF LIBRARY COLLECTIONS, SIZE AND SQURCES

Werner (195k) speaking on true neutrality in

library work: public and protestant libraries® at

a conference of librarians, teacher and theologians

and from the discussion that followed, it was the

view of most people that g librarian should be

neutral in religious, political and social matters

(emphasis added, meaning that no matter the

specialty of & library, the provision of other

reading matter in other fields is good for a balanced

specislist in real 1ife situation. Therefore,

theologicrl seminary libraries should not be narrow-

minded).
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As n matter of fact, the thological seminary
library should be the minister's professional
library and should contain the things the minister
needs to know; and the wide range of the subjects
he preaches upon - all these should be reflected
in the widening scope of collection., The other
function of the theolegical seminary library is
determined by its relation to the theological
Seminary, It exists to serve a student and a
teaching faculty, In this function, it is related
more closely to college and university libraries
than to special libraries, for its problems are
the problems of all libraries used by students,

In order to build up a collection which will meet
these functions, the seminary librarian muyst be

an assidious ccllector, He must not only collect
old bocks, but be ocut for all sorts of original
documents, reports and proceedings. He should

have complete files of all official publications of
church bodies and organizations of interest to
religion; he must follow-up current movements and
controversies and get this printed while it is
current, not waiting until it is Ut of print and

inaccessible,
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informatitn selected for use rather than for

comprehensive cnuerage."7

This implies that the colletion of the
special library does not have to be large before it
can meet users' needs; but it has to be relevant te
their needs. As it has been shown carlier on this
research, the Nigerian Baptist Theological
Seminary, Oghkhomosho, is the oldest in the present
sample, Naturally, we may say, its library
facilities have grown with time to nearly 30,000
volumes. Although the librarian here was hesitant
in reperting actual book strength of the library,
this researcher found out from a study of the
seminary prospectuses/calendars and the accession
records that the library has over 29,600 volumes,
of which approximately 70% pertain to religion and
theology. This seminary is blessed with a financially
strong Foreign Mission Board (as would be seen under
funding), and it also hoas many Nigerians who donnté
personal library collcctions to it,, e.g. the
Emmanuel /., Dahunsi's collection, The “igerian
Baptist ThuoiogICFl Seminary library is seconded by
the St. fugustine's Major Seminary lib;ary ~ the
youngest in the sample - with 16,200 volumes. Perhaps
the main factor which is rcsponsible for this
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strength 4n St. Augustine's Major Seminary library
collection is the fact thot the Roman Catholic
Mission (the founding mission of the institution) is the
wealthiest of 211 the denominntions under study,
The E.C.%W.A. Theological Seminery library, (E.T.S.)
Igbnjs is third with over 14, 332 volumes while the
Theological College of Northern Nigerian (TCNN)
Library, Bukuru has over 11,300 volumes. The
average growth rate in thce N,B,T.S. library is
about 586 volumcs per yesr; 2lthough in a report,
presented to the Bosrd of Governors on March, 3rd
1981, it is on record th-t there wes a net increase

of 751 volumes in 1980 over 1979,

Although the issue of periodical subscription
is not tackled in the librarisn's questionnsire,
all of the seminory libreries under investigation
realize the significance¢ of periodical publications
and subscrive o them as are related and relevent
to the institutions' needs. Feriodical collection
helps to keep the entire cellection of the library
up-to-date, After all, periodicals contain some of
the most important theological writings that are
appearing nt the presoent time, They include short
articlecs on topics of current interest, and arc often
easier to rend thon books on the s=me topics, They

=1lso often contzin book revicews which are helpful in
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book selcction.8 From ~11 indications, however, it
is only the N,B.T.S. Oghomoshe ond the E.T.S lgbaja,
librories which secm to have cluar procedures for the
acyuisition of periodicnls, ind since there ~re
hundrueds of ruriodic-ls to choos:c from, it is ~lso
necessary to have good principles of sclection. For
ex~mple you will nced recomacnd-tions of titles from the
tcaching staff, You and your library Committee will
have to decide which of the recommendcd periodicals
¢an be purch-scd within your library budget. Newhall
(1970) recommends thnt "in general, your list
should includc¢ schol.rly periodicnals to supplement the
personal study of the te-chers. 1t should also include
some that arc written at = more gencral level which
the students cEn rcead with ease and prcfit."g Both
institutions subscribe to a reputable index to

periodic~ls Index to Religious Yericdiczl *iterature

and this provides helpful guidnnce on selection.
It also helps students and teschers get more value
from periodicals by enabling them to trace articles in

earlier volumes,

S.r.M.S, library Jos seems 2 little wasteful
in the use of their rel=atively rich budget for
the purchase of rather irrelevant periodicals,
Faor instoncc, inste-d of the library subscribing

to the British Journnl of Obsterics and Gyne.cology,
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it will be economicrl rnd ordcrly if this seminnry
librory encours, vs the ptblicetion of the Bullcetin

of sfricon Thcology. It is pertinent to rccommend

or remind this libr-ry of the existonce of the fourth
edition of Crtholic Subject He-dings cdited by
Kapsner -nd published by the St, John's Abbey

Press under the suspices of the Cntholic Library
Association (CLA), To assist Cotholic libraries in
the sclection and use of periodicnl liternture,

the C.L./. sponsorcd the preparation =nd publication
of the Cotholic Feriodical Index (CPI). This is

a standord index but is limited to Catholic titlcs,
Since 1952, it has been prepared -nd published Wy

the Association ot its Weshington Office located on
the C-mpus of the Catholic University of america,

As at 1960, the C.P,I. offercd complete indexing

for one hundre¢d titles nnd portisl indexing of one
hundred moree In addition to C,P.I1., the Associntion

has »cquired the Guide to Catholic Literatures

another basic tool for semin-ry libr-ries,

Newspapers sre currcent sources of informotion
for students and even st~ff, In keeping to this,
institutions dcsire to prepore well-informed
christisn leaders and in light of itec import-nce,
thercfore, »1ll the four seminary libraries in this

study have prid good ~ttention to newspopers
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collections, Swvcul-r periodicals snd nuewspapers
have a place in the Library. Meany students cannot
sfford to buy the local newspspers, but they will
come to the library to read the news about their
home towns nnd notionsl politics, St. Jugustine's
Major Seminary librery, Jos tops all the others
in this, The library subscribes to 12 newspapers

namely: New Nigerien, Dnily Times, Sunday Times,

National Concord, Thoe Guardiasn, Doily-Star,

Nigerian Obscrver, Nigerian Stondord, Stategman,

The Funeh end Sunday Triumph. The E,C.W. A,

Theological Seminnry library, Igbaja on the

other hand, takes only one state~owned paper -
The Nigerian Herold =nd one National paper- Daily
Zimes.

whilc St., rugusting's Mzjor Seminary librery

hag no films, microfiches materials as part of

its collection, TCNN library, Bukuru h-~s some
microfiche materi-ls which equal to about 5,000
pages of bock materi-ls, The E,T.S. library Igbajs
has some very limited reels - (possibly becsuse of
the ‘accessibility of the films library of the
E.C.W,» Productions Limited (E.P.L.) and a

numbecr of cassette recordings for instructions/

demonstre=tion in christisn education lessom#’., -
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The N.B.T,.S. library, Ogbomosho meintains the
Learning Resources Coentre with sudio-visunl materinls
and cquipment. Miss Gunn - the first full-time
librarian reverled that in 1983 the Learning
Resources Cuntre beczme a micro-repository of
recources from the study for New Rcligious Movements
in Primal Societies housed at Sclly 02k Colleges

in Birmingham, Y,K, 2 sm=11 Muscum of Nigerian

art ond artifocts is loc~ted on the top floor of

the librory building, There is the T./. Reid
Memorial Music Library which has been converted to

a music resource centre, This centre houses

ma2inly multiple copics of hymnols, anthems and

other musical needsz. The Seminary librarian is

snid to be no longer involved in the day-to-day
operction of the cuntre, but the library continuecs
to order music poeriodierls as well =g forwarding
gifts of shect music and other relatcd materials

reeeived to the music resource centre,

Good nnd well-stockcd ns all the semin-ry
libraries under study are in reference moterinls,
there is need for more of the reference materials
thot covor results of rocent excavations, and
especirlly works of indipgcenous thcological
writings. Even though the srgument ag-inst this

trend is that of limitcd mrrket for indigenous






