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INTRODUCING A NEW JOURNAL
ZARIA JOURNAL OF LIBRARIANSHIP

Volume 1 No. 1

Aimg and Scope - - )

Zaria Journal of Librarianship is a professional journal
published by the L1hrary Camplex, Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, Nigeria.

Published twice a year- (June
directed at broadening opportunities to publish In all
aspects of librarianship. It is a forum to make available
the wealth of our professional experience as well ‘as share
the experiences of other professionals through research

articles, revrews, reports of field experiences, et cetera,
in all aspectsiof librarianship and related fields.

Articles for Publication

and December), it is

Articles, reviews, notes, et cetera, submitted for
publication “must be original and must not have been

previously published or under consideration for publication
elsewhere.

Articles should not be more than 5,000 words, typed in

triplicate, double-spaced, on one side only of gquarto-size
paper with wide margins and numbered pages.

ritie of ariicies swould be unambiguous. Tha name,
rank/status and the address of the author should be given as
well as an abstract of not mere than 250 words which should
orecede the text. ! : :

References and notes are 1o be QOhSeCutJVSlY numbered
throughout the text and be typéd at the end of the text in
numerical order, Journal citation should be given as
follows: author's surname, first names or initials, date,
title of article, title of journal (writtem in fuli and
underlined), velume number, issue number and page references,
e.g.

1 Ejiko, Emmanuel O. (1985). "Problems of classification
of Africa materials wusing  the

Library of Congress
Classification Scheme”. Library Focuse 2 (1 & 2): 23-49,

Review

Manuscripis are first screened by the editorizl s%aff
and are thereafter sent to two reviewers. Authaore are
notified of the acceptability er otherwisa of theie
manuscripts as soon as poessible.
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EDITORIAL

The first issue of the ZARIA JOURNAL OF LIBRARIANSHIP is
now on your reading table. = We have never been in doubf 'thit
Zaria deserves a Journal. With the concentration 'of ‘the
libraries, the callibre of profassionale arcund the araa, tha
presence of a Library and Information Science. School and even
the historical and strategiec role our librariés have played
in staffing and developing other 1ibraries make us more - than
gqualified with necossary fundg to float a gournal

But  we have delayed for so long. We apologiese - for
that. Our reason was to enable us count cost in the face of
escalating prices so that we do not join the fairly long list
‘of journals that "juet died" - & common usage tor ‘ceasation
of Journals. We make“a”firm prcmxse to Lustain th‘b jou*nai

LRIV L Y

You will enjoy the experiences and r&search f1ndings of
your colleagues. We attract authors not only from Zaria but
from anywhere o the surface of thée ‘earth. The first edition
bears a testimany to the spread of our-authors from different
parts of Nagaria ’

+ 005 i "

It is appropriate to begin publication on an historical
note, the challenges to further studies in pre-colenial er2
are made. Nasir Bello tries to draw attention to collections
in pre-colonical era of present day northern Nigeria with
call to conduct similar studies in other parts of Nigeria.

~
=0

Ndakotsu argues that libraries are cultural centres Ha
lists the role of the library as a cultural centre.

Most librarians do not' like discussing book losggas.
They fear that users mught think they are negligent Obokoh

surveyed Nigerian University Libraries for booklosses. He i&

particularly concerned about the use of wuntrained Llibrary
porters.

Seriki's name -~ auvthority file for
continuing expasition of the efforts
acceptable file for Nigerian names.

bigeriana 18 2
at oroducing an

Many ordinary readere hardly attach the imporizoce
necessary to an index as a weans of verifying the presence of
a topic in a book. Daudu and Afclabi examined 32Z books {rom
the humanities, the social science and the sciences 2nd Tha
reault of their finding is worth reading.

A lot of effort has been pul into discugsging rasoures
sharing among academic and research libraries in fNigeria.
Yetr little, if anything at 21i has been 2chieves. LpomSan
has . "raked" up this matter again.

ee studies is necessary to "gauge’ the efieztivsz
our collections. Im A.R.U.. the long vacatiopn stede
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 Eindings ..
'th@ le arv“ course.

.. library’
nature, and extent in’'a library or a group wf Libraries.

collect~

e

not get  all the attention required because the
spsEs3iong  &sre usvally short and Jambpacked with
Dyabanjii and Igbaoshal attempt to "break the ice’:

pcontact

lectures.

_ cand  their

cwWill be. bﬁneilclnl in the teaching ef the "Use of
_— | - .

necea ary aspect of

dizcusging -ds the

. Paki
gives uwg in this paper ‘the benefit of . hig axperiences imn the

Dalinguoncy,- Lome - have

'argued is
service ~and

what 'we shauld be

public 'mervice area  of Kashim Tbrahim Library. This is
considered worthwhile for cnmpar;son with what ;obtains in

ociher, librarle& A

AT

: Stephes Akintunde shows roﬁcorﬂ 'er mdteriala cwith
"peculiar contents - dnd 1rregular formats but' .which every
academic and research © libraries find of importance to

1]
IR

Dw ‘a flnal note, I wifh to commend an ingcription. I cawme
ACPOBE,

in a restaurant-to you. It says “1f We.

¢ ‘gatisfy . vou
tell others, .if:noty fell us". This may he veneficial to us
and to you.
THANK YOU. - - U ol oo
. : : v A [ e : 5
b Q. Okanl Awon ,

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF. . - e
' L Y E A i T A )
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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF INDEXES OF BOOKS PUBLISHED 'IN

WTTT O T AT A CrATVUNOADC ANTY COTENAOATC
MANITIES, SOCIAL SCIENCES AND SCIENCES

ABSTRACT

Good book indexes are' very estel vi-ia -rfor . iri'fortotion
retrieval from books, “tesed on this fact, this research was
enbar ked upon to' eval uate book indexes published inNigeria.

A random sanpling 6f,-three hundred and twenty two (322)
books was made frowifarnanitigs, Social Sciences and the
Sci ences. Eighty fiv& (85) were found with indexes. Based
on trese 85 books', the "tudy revealed that there was no
significant difference anong the nunber of books wi th indexes'
in humani ti es, social.gcience and the. sciences. A so, there
was no significant diff“eh-ce'betmeen the nunber of books.
with indexes in the humanitiesv and social sciences;, between
social science and the, sciences &nd between ¢ hurmanities and

Sci ences.



Definition of Terms

Scope notes = explanatory notes which are used to specify
the range of the subject matter -encompassed
by the heading.

Qualifving expressions:
= a parenthetical explanatory expression which
becomes part of a heading used to distinguish
several meanings of a homograph.

Multi entries = more than one entry for.a unique heading or
; » subheading.
Locaters = A svmbol used to indicate the location of an
item, i :
4
z* ’
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The word "index" 1s directly derived from the identical

Latin word index which means “"that which points out"™, hence,

F N S i

"fore-finger pointer! It is akin to the word "indicare"

wii‘eh mezns to declare, to mention;: s'and from which the
T -

"

English word "indicate" is derived.

The British Standards Institut B (BSIPdefined an ihaek

a systematic guide to_the text of any
reading matter or. to the dontents o

the collected documentary material,
comprising a series 8f entries with
headings arranged in alphabetical or
other chosen ordery and with rdferenccs“i
to show where each itegeindgxed is .
located?. qpncs <

L)
In anciher developments, the American Standards
r .

Assogciation (ASA) defined an index with regard to the fields
of Library practice and documentation as:

a guide to the conten:s of any reading

matter or other documentary materials

which provides a systamatic sustained

subject analysis of the contents of

such materials arrangad according to

alphabetical, chronological, numerical,

or other chosen order. Each entry is

followed by a page nunber, paragraph

number or other indicator showing the

exact’' location of the referenced.

L 4

Knight (1979)% considers any publication beyond the size
of a pamphlet incomplete if a full index is not added to that
publication. The Dbookt index fazilitates reference to

information in the body of the text. Just as a map reference

is the key te the pesition cn an atlas, so the index should
58



permit one to pinpoint required . information in a book.
Similarly, PRoley (1982)° observed that "the objective of any
index is to be able te retricve the records or documents ‘that
have been stored and organized by the indexing process",,
Hence, the continued cuse of any boock -as a reference ‘source
of dnformation is dependent upon the adequacy of-its index..
Eff{icient ‘literature searching is dependenF upon -’ indexes,
hence " dndexes contribut - an’ essentialspart to a . work of
knowledge or “imagination, and have -made-it immeasurably more
useful and easier Lo use,.

The efficiency ‘of an index 'is the:ability to-enable the
reader of a text or someone comsSulting a.publication briefly
te find information in it quickly and reliably,  if not.under
dhe heading, then under an alternative and to find refetrences
to the specifiec information the publication contains. A book
index could be more efficient if computers would.be.used to
produce it, though, to genevate such an index, Tedd (1976)¢
confessed that "it is usually necessary for the full text of
the book to ba in machine-readable: form". - This not
withstanding; computers could be used to:assist rather than
fully generate the index. Hence, ‘human' intervention. is
necessary either at the inpult stage eor-at the cutput.stage.,
The Problem Coume vt e

Any book of reminiscence that is worth publishing. at
all, 1is likely to be used as a reference-tool and - therefore
deserves an dndex. In the realin of non-fiction, ity is

generally agreed by publishers,: atvthors,. - critics and indexers

59
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alike that there are certain:classes of books that must be

indexed. These may  include text books in  all fxelds of
Knowl ube, and at all levels-.of gcadqmic pursuit. But even

-~

in these fields there are frequent serious lapses.

It is very frustrating for the person who has. to read

o
wuch of a book in ‘order to.find information which he auspects
Wby 1'--.‘[ ;'-'l'-.-._‘
is in it but which'he cannot.. trace thraugh an index.
< & TN rah ’}“‘i'.’-‘. _..:
Librariang, especially those deallng wlth readers
Frid R UL E P

enguiries, are constantly having to use indexca to trace

information. “Their work.is rendered much less effective
' o Per o Gy
and the readers’ opinion of the book stock much less

L 3 ] =
! s ¥ SR

Jfavourable then it should be when the stock is such that does

not have indexes,

il

is the type thdt has 1ndexes, the
PRI :I.]!
problem is still serious.when ;he 1nduxas ara_xnadequate. At

P I L -U’ Y

a symposium on the inadequacies of book indexes, Bakewell

- .

Even wvwnen the stogk

$a) i 5
L4

(197&)* lamwented on the effect of poors conditions of 1ndexes
in the field of management. He said, though there are some

very good indexes)  bul many are;completely 1nadgquatc and
make retrieval of specific infgrmation very ,diffxcult. He

s Ay % .

then called on Librarians and readers to sea that 'publiéﬂers
K SV

are made awure of the importance of book indexes “By' geing

guick to comzlain when they arg inconvenient by théu absence

of an \mequ te index. o

.

In  Wigeria, Adimorah (1983)¢. reported that a critical
: lx_

cRomination i books [rom Nigerian publishers shown that szome

de not include indexes and those indexes that are included

60
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poor quaiitv. In order to ascertain Adimoran's report, a

sample of ten (10) books was taken, eight (B) out of
had no indexes at all. These are listed as follows
Adevemo, P.0. (1985). Principles of Education and
Practice of Bducation {(N.T.I.) Syllabus for teachers'
Grade II Certificate examination. - Edo-Ekiti: Omolayo
Standard Press.
Afolalu, R.O. (1978). Social Studies for Secondary

~Schools and Teachers Training Colleges. Illesa:
Ilesanmi. " _ -
‘Banidele, 0.6. (1981)., "0" Level Objective tests in
physics: Over 10600 question with answers. .. Ibadan: .
‘University Press.

Ejiofor, Lambart .(1981). Afrlca in World Pol1t1cs
Onitsha: Afrxcan Educat1onal Publishers:.n:

Institute of buuééiloﬂ ,Unlver51ty of Ibadany (1982}
Nursery Educaticn. Ibadan' Heinemann Books (Nzg ),
Ltrj- ta i

Nduanva, M.0. (1986). Elementary Scﬁool Methodologv
Ibadan: Heinnmann Educatiborial' Books {(Nig.) Ltd..

Sofola, J.A. {1978; African culture and-the African

"'Personality:r What makes an African person Africa.
Ibadan: African Resources Publishers-Co. saii.. v

.Ukolo, M.A. (1985). What i's science?: . The-Problems

‘of narhlnb and,jresearch in science in Niger:an and
. research in quxen‘e “in Nigérian - - Universities.
Ibadan: Heinemann Books (N1 . Ltd

Two o¢f the samploe that have 1ndEXES are: (see list

Hwosu, N. Humphrey (1977). Political Authority .and,.the
Nigerian Civil Service. Enugu: Fourth Dimen&ibn
Publishers. Y ' S Y sa

Onwyejeogwu, M. Angulu (1981). The Social anthropology
"of Africa: An Intreduction. Ibadan: Heinemann Book
Ltid : - :

gy
LR |

The index in thesoe two books are not adequate because

do not have explanatory notes. The first example dces

not nave sub-neadings.and it appears the index is tco short.

61
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b

wadings - existence or ;ack of sub headed entries;

number of headings with 5ub—neaas; style and arrangement

Q sSubdlieacuings. _ :
b Locators - tvpa of Loauto:s- use of speclal typc face
inderes ving entries hlth 10 or more undlfferantlatea
4 . i .'.---f Wt Ly il e
iocators after a heudinﬁ or sub- hcadxng
T Control Devices - cx;stcncu of scopc and/or qualifVLng
s N 4y SOELDR
expressions; 'see’ and 'see also’ fufﬂ nce and MUltlplL
entries.
. [LEE o s il .
2. Physical cppearance - marging, spau1ng and tpr 5123

The characteristics stated above are a svnth&sxs from

several sources. hese sources 1ii clude U.S. A Stan&ard bas1r

ericeria fer book indexes: British Standurds Instxtutlon s
recomuendations ior the preparation of indexes for bodkg;
pericdicals and other pubiicatiaﬁu£ University of Chic;go‘s
manual of styige:r Collison's index aad indexing; Ameri&an
Society ‘of indexers) and.the n.w._ Ri;soﬁ Company Indexing

Award. These characteristics have been used for examining
bock indexes. Aamong the users of these chararterAstlcs vere

Gratchi, Sette: and Atherton who app11 ad them in a study
related to the present oned.

Procedure for Analvsing Data

o
+ i)

Two types of statistics were employed to analyze the

X

data cellected in this &Ludy The f1rst statistical

" e i

technigque  employed was the ch1 squa:e non- paramatrlc
procedure (which was :11 2 to Lhe data in Table 1)-i Its
. bt S J L "

successful appiication was done th:ouga ThP m sdian test whzch




is a noen-parametric procedure used to test the hypothesis
that twe or more proups come from populations which have the

came moedian. Subiects in each broad area of knowledge,

La.

namely bumanities, scoecial ceiences and science constituted

Aroups.

The second statistical technigque  employed vas
percentage. This was based on the data in  Table 2. The

table is the application of the eight characteristics to each
indexed item, Under each characteristic, more detailed

tem has been

e

investigation was made into how exhaustive an
treated. e.%g. under length statistics of an indexed item,

the following were determined:’

B« average number of indeX pages.

2 average number of lines per index page.

3 . average number of bhook pages. Avimm Dn ARINOB
4 ihdexing density.

findings i ‘

Using 35 books that have indexes from the total Samplé,

v
]

foie
the following findings were made of the subjects studied: . .

3l

: Social Sciences - 148 J
N Humanities - 125
o |
Sciences - 49

Social Sciences had the highest numbher of books published in
Nigerian followed by humanities then lastly, sciences. Out
of 322 books which constituted the sample used for the study,

enly 49 were from the sciences. This represents 15.2% of the

sample. Out of the 4% books, 17 {(or 34.7Z) books were

6h

T
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[. LaKETE STATISTICS

o Average ao. index pages 6.2 6.2 4 5.6
Avarege 0. lines pat
indar page 3,6 5.1 109.9 6.9
Average sc. book pages 7.3 %85 234.9 240.¢
indeying deasity 1.5 3.9 3.4 3.6

[T, AREASGIRERT So. of indexes No. of {mdexes Ho. of o, of

1 1 indexes 1 indexes I
Jiagie dietionary 35 &0 7.4 15 88.1 T 8.5
Hultiple atrangesent 15 31.§ 614 3 11.8 1§ 28.2 '
. Singie parsonal n2zes o 2.5 0 0 { 0 1.2
Single subject 1 5 1§ 3.3 IR T 36 42,4

I17 5CoPe

[ntroductory note {15 3167 0 0 § L7
reont patler fadexed 11 17.% i 3% 0 0 12 161
Bank mattet indeysd H i 3 10.7 t 5.9 8 5.4
Hiys,ehaets, illus

indayed : R b 15 T 1.6 i7 0

raes, charls illus,

A e
nol indexsd

e
o

wr
-3

25 i 412 31 31,6 o

-3

EADINGS

total no of headiags -

ok seeond page 1636 - <925 - 10 - 388 -
fie. subject laras on

satond page B9 393 41,5 kY L 19 & B
Fa, persons! nazes

6k second page 12y 19.3 119 12.9 3.3 W7 11
Bo, titias on secand
page 885 19.% 3117 343 17t 16,3 1153 31.5
Speeific 15 315 i1 39.3 9 $1.% 15 1.2 :
Generic i1 4.5 8 i3.6 § 15.3 31 36.5
Hizad i2 30 5 17.9 1 1.6 20 23.5
[averted 11§15 § 2.1 1 .2 118.8
. Some pre-canrdinatiog
of worda i 5 3 280 Fo35.3 % &0
bo pre-costdinatica
of words 24 & 12 30 i 35.3 §2 49,4
7 SUERADIRGS ”
So. indezes w/subleaded : )
eatries i 65 15 11.5 i 58.8 )
Tetel ne. hesdings
Ind page b indayss 1456 - ar - 106y - 3848 ° -

6. beadings ¢/sub

beaded aacntd pase)

®
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To test the hypotheses formulated for this study, the
chi-square non-paramcetric statigtic mentioned earliér.JQas
usad. The data wuwsed to test the hypotheses ‘are those
presented in Table 1. The results of the chiwsguare
statigtical tests of these hypotheses revealed that they were
all accepted in their null form at the 0.95 level of
significance.

Based on  the number of books studied in ecach su53écf
area; - namely, " Humanities, Social Sciences and Scigncﬁs, the
study showed that the difference among the:indexad books in
these -'subject areas is not statistically significant. Thié

r ' :
is because from the books studied in each area, only a few
had indexes.

In order to determine whether the indexes measured tﬁ
thie standard of the eight characteristics approved by the
Sceiety of Indexers, the researchers matched each book with
index against the eight characteristice and emerged with the

following findings.

Length Statistics

The average number of index pages, 1lineg per index page
anil book pages were simply calculated and recorded according
te their subjects, i.e. humanities, social sciences and

sciences. Interestingly, the differences between the average

number of book pages, index pages, lines per incdex page, and

indexing density 1in the three disciplines were not very

signifieant. Teo determine indexing density, the locators in

all the indexes were tallied. The figure resulting from this

oo GET
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tally was then divided by the number of eazch book pages so
that an average number of eniries per page coul& -5e
calculated, waturally, this procedure prcduced' a 'greatef
indering denslty figure for those indexes ﬁaving. subﬁéads,
since Dpoth sub-heads and headings having locatorsl.were

Arrangemoent

The arrvaagement found in this study was mostly single

-t

dictionary index. This arrangement is widely recommended and
incidentally, it is the most common type found in this study.
71 {or 383.3%) indexes analysed had the single dictionary

arrangement,

i

cCO -~

R

|

Each index was examined for the inclusion of explanatory
r

cating its scope. In the three subjects, only

-

notes ind
three books in the humanities and one book in the social
sciences had introductory notes aﬁd it only introduced the
producers of the indexes.

’ The introductory note should have informed users that
frent, back wmatters and lllustrations were included” in the
index, Since such information was not avéiiable, ~ the
researcher hod to go threough eécﬁ book to find out whether
the features mentioned above were indexed. Unfortuhétely.
front and back matters were not considered for {ndéxing. Out
of the 85 books only 30 had either béck or frdnt 'hattér

tndexed.

70



It was not easy to. determine whether i1illustrations,
wlates, charts, maps, ate., were indexed. However, each page

of the index was scanned for these locators that refer 1o

iliustrations, etc.. It was through the ugse of this method
that the following findianps wers made Seventeen books (17)

representing 208 of the total sample inde)ed mapﬁ, charts,
ate. Out of the 17 books, 21ight (8) were . from social
sciences, six {(6) from Humanities and three {3) were from thé!
Sciences. There was no index eatry that included subheadings
1ikKe "piecturaes' or '"tables' with the locators. -
Headings )

Headings were tallied in tﬁé personal names category, if
each heading could be clearly determined as a surname,
initial or first name. _Otherwise, they wers taken as
subjects or titles. The figure for the total samples show
that 1971 {or 432) of the headings on the second page of the
sample were in the 'subjects' category; and 437 (or 12.2?}
vere in the 'subjeect' category: 447 {or 12.2%) were in the
persoﬁal names category while 1153 (31.5%):we;e in the';title
category, However, locking at each broad suéject area
sopﬁrately. it is noted. that science had the highest
percentage with 79% f{ollowed by humaqities with &2¥52~1then
social sciences with 20.9%.

Headings were tallied as being 'specific' or 'generic’
if a predominance of either type was apparent. If neither

tvpe was predominant, they were talled as 'mixed'. The sane

procedure was Tfollowed for the 'inverted', ‘'uninverted ot

71
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acteristics. It was discovered ‘that science book

e

mixed"' cha
indexes: had more specific titles. Nine books representing
52.6% of the sample in the sciences have specific titles
while 11 books (or 39.3%) and 15 books (37.5%) of the samples

1 sciences respectively had specific

[+\]

P humenities and soci
titles, Sciences also had the highest percentage of
uninverted titles with 35.3% while the humanities had 28.6%

and social sciences had 30%.

There was a variety of locator types. They include

'ranges', 'single page', 'f' 'ff' et seq', 'ranges' and "{'"

"f£' et seq' 'passim and chapter numbers.
Almost &il authorities consulted such as United States
Standard Basic Criteria for Book Indeyes, British Standards
r

Institution prafer the use of ranged lLocators to designate an’

entry discussed continuously over several pages. The

fiandings of this study favouratly support the guidelines®

recommending ranged locators: 54 books (or 63.5%2) with'
indexes used 'rangoes'. The subject area with the highest
percentage of indexes using ranges is "Social Science, 28
beceks (or 7C0%) folloved by humanities with 17 (or 60.7%)
books and science with 9 (or '52.9%) books.

Chapter locators wused with any "other type was not
strictly " folliowed in the reai‘seﬁse of 'it’becadse there was
no index thaet used chapter numbers as"lobators. However,
chapter headings were used for tretrieval along with page

numhaers. It was on the basis of this that " the researchers’

¥
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tasted tha chaptér locatofs usged. Some 26 {or- 30.6%) indexes
usaed  chapter headings for retrieval. Out of these, the

highest percentage came from sciences which-had 8  (47.13%

inderas, B e

The mmber of indexes using bold face type to designate.

important passagez 3% (42.4%) is  adequate. . Again, the

nighast percentage of the use of this characteristic came

from  the sciences & (47.1%). 39 (or 45.84) of the indexes’
had antries of 10 ¢u more iocators,  The Social Sciences had’

the highest percentage of this feature with 22 (or 55%), and-

v : sy f_' y r o
tha least is the sciences with 3'{or 28.4%) ifndexas.

Control Devices ' ' '

‘Since the quality or effectiveness of an index lies in

its ability to retrieve réfuested items of ‘information, the

calculations’ for control devices for this' "study are very

important, The following ware meastred oh the control
devices: ' ' - e
. Scope notes ' L o
2. Qualifving expressions
3. Cross-reforences
A RV e o Lk - . ; - . 3 .
. Multiple entries, . ‘

These control devices were chosérn-for analysis since
they are considered the most impoPtant ™ devices used in
indexas to dontrol lheadings and/er ‘sub-hHeddings at tha

semantic generic anpd  conteéMiual lévelsy -and thus -aveid

scattering among index entries. : R A LA St e

- o e L R

. 39




The eoxistence of these characreristics was determined
from an examination of the entire index. Some 32 indexes
(37.6%) of the sample used either 'see' - or 'see also' as.

control devices, while &6 indexes (54.1%) used multiple-. .-

antries. These contrel devices were fﬁirly used in most - of

the indexes studied. dowever, there are some indeXes ‘that: ...

used neither of the control devices, For example'21-024.7%)-w;
.

indexes neither used 'see also' nor multiple -entries. In

such cases, the rescarchers discovered that the indexes were
unnecessaarily bulky.

The use of scope notes or gualifying expressions in  the
three Subjects is not very similar. In social sciences, &
(or 10%) indexes used scope notes and 10 (or 25%) indexes
used qualiiying expressions. ! In humanities, & {(or .14.3%)
indexes used scope notes and 9 (or 32.1%) indexes used scope
notes and 5 {or 32.1%) indexes used qualifying expressions.

The lack sf cross-references, miltiple entries and scope
notes and/or gqualifying expressions in an index  is defined
nere as an indeXx having no control devices -and it was  found

t

b

wat 29 (or 25.1%) indexecs of the total sample had no control
devices. From the cases that lacked control devices, fifteen
of these indexes contained headings with ‘ten or - more
locators. This, according to Gratech et al (1978)11: is«
absolutely <he lowest level for subject retrieval as  they:
are essentiaily single access index of little benefit' to: -
ugers. Of this feature with ten or riore locators, the social.

science hag the highest number of twenty two (22) indexes

b



repregenting 55%. 0 - ol SRS CaL

Physical appparance’ Coa T N s

For “this feature, the'evaluation was. bagsed on the
adequacy fof edse’0f use anfd’ clarity. #Thé findings revealed ..

that B4 f&f” 75?3%}““0f' the total -sample..satisfied thei-

criteria. S et Ty vl e e P R PR G ST
Q_iSC;ﬁ'S‘SiOn R N L oo TS T A

fbut';éf“thé 322 Boskstexamined; . only 85 . {ori26.4%) had..;.
indéiT:’Tﬁis T8"a seriots inzdequacy -because it shows that no -
great attention is paid' to béok indexing hence the few number.:. .
of Saﬁks“ihﬂexl“ T T T T I TS PR N

THete was lack of 1httoductoty wote 'to oeXplain the. Seone. . |
of 1'&n&ékes.  Y THis  gtidy presumes - -thdt  the  need . for:.
intfadﬁétofy notes did not oecur to the indexors--bDecause most
of the indexes studied had single alphabetical arrangement.. .
ALl ofhéf'ﬁ?rﬁnéeméhts'sdch5asithbﬂdlogic@l atf numerical . by

locators were v pnot Cused dintensgivVely.4Annmiino atty - case,

L A S T P e R I . . .
introductory ndltes €0 an tndex ig veoryrusaeful rand  .esgential

=

if that index should meet the standards. of book: indexes. ..+ ..

L

i

The  practice of indexing frantyisBick and-idlustrative,
matters is not“ﬁﬁtiﬁféttcryl' For example, - only 12 (or ma.1g;
indexes had front matter'indexed.%ﬂﬁaiﬂmu;ﬁ@%ﬂﬁﬁimﬁﬁxﬁs:»hg@h;j
baéﬁ‘ﬁétfef’ind§£é3.°“0ﬁt”df“Kgﬁﬁbokﬂﬁiﬂku%twatedEhmi indexed

one  kind  of ITIUStFation of the bther. > This is not very ..
saffgfaétor§*éffﬁé?}' thidugh it {s bet'ter -than indexing front .

and ' BaAcK mar

a

ar.  "Anothér careas of igoncern--which o was,

discovered in fHi&€ cfegedrch of frofit “and back.matber indexing .-

s

v
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Sdydrng

{s that, using the locator to retrievés information _£rom

-},‘ 13 ]

¢ither back or front matter is very frustrating. One hardly e

{inds such information.  An attempt was made to locate .
.o ’ Doy -.,.,,,_.
information oy -using I:aut mattar xndex lodator 1n the hook
titled 'nuau.nga on Fuduralxam“' but it''was discovered thdt
. In'.—':--' ,‘_ o-l.J. e L
el... . 'J"J'

there was no such information in the page indicated. ! '

i -
.

_Cross references were more aduquate in some areas thad %
others. Of &0 ‘books with zndex s in the social; scienéesd ﬂ£2gf
. _ AR A el 1 3
had crdsszrezeruncaa”of ,see or ! see ‘alsolyyp Hu@aﬁ%tlb; and
scien&és have very Loy, :eaponse td‘fhzs tr1taquﬁ ;T | 1a
wWith “inadequate yczpss-feferuncus‘xn:thﬁ' gcxgchgwlahdg

et I i1, ) Hig

o T

humanities, multiple., entries were used- tuu.&uh5t1tutu them.

e < 1 £

Some 11 (39.3%) 1ndexe in thc humanitxes made use of

muitlplc' entries aud ? (u1 21} 1nd¢xes At othe scxencec ma&e_

L la S4B LY S
use of multiple entries. . TR WGy g )
o ! F L e Sl e e iy
One " index ing the acxencgs*had Hre antrxes arrangad
e Mg, “ . * *A3k
numerically by locators. Th1s is possihla,bacause the work
: BT T il 1.

.

was a resegarch-report and each reseafch topic uas numbared

R

$0 the index was based on the reseanchw.topxcs and thelr

A . oo 3T .
r % N . )

equivéléﬁt numbecs. There were 1180 two indexes in the

R TE

e ‘1‘« . s,

50Llal sciences.that wera dvranbed ohr0u01051c411y

T, ey e s

Conglugion’and-Rg ommenaatzons o

The study revealed that there are more boaks- pﬁbfi;hed,,
in Nigeria in the social sciences than hugenities. and - the
scioences., There are also more books published  in . the
aumanities than the sciences. It also revgalgd_thatxmost'of;

1

the books with indexes were secondary school books especially

76
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books from the sciences. As to how_weli'?ﬁdékéd: gggph§§¥y
school books are, compared to tertiary books, 1is an area tbat
is researchable.

Though science has less books published in Nigeria, the
few .available were fairly .indexed .based -on .the  eight
gharécteristics used fof-the'éfﬁdnyarThig cgﬁj@ét.gﬁy;ibpted
to 'tﬁé; fact that 'most . science:. bpoxsthape._puplisheqywby
repqtahlg pquighers. it is i3fere§fi££;%g:hdigzéhdfﬁﬁfﬁbkt
*  ail ;hé books with indexes iﬁjfﬁs'ééiencés ﬁéqgfgﬁﬁfﬁsﬁéé””by

either wuniversity .presses or publishers that. have foreign
base, sucn as, Heinemann, Lépgm;ns, étg? Thié ié not to'say
that indigenous publighé}é.cﬁanot pqﬁﬁish 55655 ﬁifﬁ Jéébd
“indexes, but they  have .not" taken-.the challenge very
seriously. Hence, bocok indexing in Niééfﬁa}héé left a 1ot to
b s Enel, ' i‘ . '“5::“. |

T6 this ené;l encouragement'shdu;a“bé-givéﬁ”io library
science students who nhave interest in the field of indexing
sc that .they can explore the possibilities of regearching and
'imp;oviﬁg the _image of indexing in Nigeria. Publishers
shoﬁid-”ghgage'the gservices of librarians with expertise in
indexing to prepare indexes for them. |

Introductory notes should be previded in an index. They
should be clear and well expressed. The index should be
accurate. The location numbers given in the index should

tally with the text. There should be enough cross-references

to econnect related itemg in the index.
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