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ABSTRACT 

One of the programme(s) of action adopted by-

Nigerian government to promote agricultural 

development includes, the creation of nodal 

centres called farm service centres. This design 

is to establish an efficient delivery system of 

farm inputs to the grassroots. 

This study examines the operations and 

performance of farm service centres in the 

Eastern part of Plateau State. The purpose is 

to determine whether they are performing or not. 

Thus, organizational framework, utilization, input 

distribution, the provision of infrastructural 

facilities or services, impact on agricultural 

production, existing institutional organizations 

and role in adoption of innovation was assessed 

to determine the extent of progress made. This 

was done with the intent of developing a strategy 

that can further enhance FSCs functions so as to 

meet the needs and aspirations of the peasant 

farmers, 

The research findings revealed that awareness, 

and accessibility affects the utilization of FSCs 

in the study area. FSCs supply pattern (fertilizer) 

was found to be commendable as it meets farmers 

demand even with surplus although there may be 
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shortcomings associated with the sources of data 

used. However, other important inputs were in 

short supply. Input deficits especially with 

respect to improved seeds, agro-chemicals, 

rotary weeders account to a large extent for the 

inability of rural farmers to attain some of 

their expected goals. Sub-optimal application 

of these farm inputs makes the desired increase 

in agricultural productivity very elusive. Even 

the untimely supplies of fertilizer, sometimes 

frustrate farmers plans and have a negative effect 

on production. These supply bottlenecks have their 

origins in the present set-up where the Federal 

Government Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) constitutes 

the monopoly for input procurement from overseas 

manufacturers - for onward transmission to the 

states. 

The FSCs tend not to be very much concerned 

with existing institutional organizations such as 

farmers co-operative societies, adoption of 

innovations or provision of infrastructural 

facilities. 

In a developing economy such as the Eastern 

part of Plateau State or Nigeria as a whole, where 

majority of farmers are small-holders, and rural 

infrastructures are grossly inadequate, input 

delivery strategies must be aimed at providing a 
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package of inputs to the farmers at the village 

level to ensure accessibility and effective use. 

The study therefore suggests the creation 

of an integrated FSC system in the study area with 

the wards within the villages as nucleus of 

operation in co-operation with research or 

agricultural institutions, financial institutions 

with government participation just for surveilance 

to encourage the production of adaptable machinery 

or development of new farm innovations - local 

resource base and protection of public interest. 
















































































































































































































































































