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DEFINITION

Drought is a very difficult phenomenon to define
because, it has '"no distinct onset and is recognisable
only after a period of time., In addition, this period 1is
variable because the time required for a drought to
develop depends on many interlocking variables," (Shulz,
1973 s 492), As such the attempt here, is not so much
to define drought = as to provide a working formula
for use in this essay. A dr~ught then, may be said to
represent a temporary deficiency of weather and climate
in a given environment, which creates in time a defi=
ciency of water; which restricts food and economic
production and plunges the society into a crisis called
fam*nne . Drought is neither predictable nor is it easy
to control through the contemporary scientific and
cultural practices.

In recorded history, drought hai been plagueing
West Africa since the 18th century but surprisingly,
apart from isplated cursory mention in voluminous

history books, there has not been any fully pledged
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Scientific Research on it, Even the ones mentioned in
such history books, are usually refered to as famine
which though often came as a result of droughts, can also
be a corollary to other pestilences like insects or rodents
infestation or some other Natural Hazards like severe
storms and floods, Untill recently, a drought was merely
a temporary period of suffering which after passing becomes
a mere historical event with no effort made to minimise
the impact of the next one. This trend can be said to
have been int%%upted by the attenpt to asgeg®s the 1970 =
74 drought not only with a view to providing assistance =
a thing not heard of in the years past! =« but to provide
structures that would prevent or minimise the impact

of another one should it recur, This attempt is evidenced
by the symposia being held (regretably however) outside
the affected arcas - in London, Colorado and other
european cities instead of West Africa, It is also
disheartening to note that Africa and Africans who could
be said to be most affected by the crisis do not seem

to view it with as much seriousness as those who are
apparently least directly affected by it., Under the

circumstanceg the least we wwwesevscucen=mnnnemscn
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can do is to consider the recent crisis.

From early 1968 to late 1974, the whole of West
Africa experienced a prolonged weather and climate
deficiency so much that the whole social fabric was
agltated and economic institutions disorganised, Here
in Nigeria, the scverity of the period was great enough
to evoke from the leaders/planners the comment that the
"Gross National Product" in agriculture has an absolute
fall of seven percent in 1972/73 which, belnd - the most
severe of the 1970 - 74 drought period, maintained the
attention of the planners whose comment continued that;
“this contraction of agricultural output was itself a
consequence of the adverse impact of the drought cn
agricultural activity especially in the Northern most

parts of the country,

In Mérte and Ngala villages of Borno division, A.R,

Jamcs witnessed a desdlation in which open waterless

spaces were hurriedly abandoned to go tc the sh@res of
Lake Chad which was sald to have recededfor 20 km,

In Bedde Division (here after Baderi) starvation and
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poverty, the extent of which will be described in
chapter III & IV, gripped the whole society and caused
many theories to be expounded as to the cause of the
drought, The theories both scientific and superstitious
will be discussed in the chapters following, During
this period, because of the need for food people started
hunting small - animals from caves and burrows using '
fire which caused great damaged to the forest resources
due to the frequency and extent of bush fires which

were difficult to control, This burning away of the
forest resources including grass and the disappearance
of water from the surfaces, caused great hardship to

the herders and death to their livestock.

In the towns and villages business, i.e. buying
and selling, became +the prerogative of the very wealthy;
petty traders and people with borrowed or small capital
were all squeezed out of circulation as a result of
their being unable to muster adequate purchasing power
to off-set their losses, The drought in 1970 - 74
supt the vitelity of the people, threatened to destroy
the social structure, cohesiveness and kinship love

as well as respect, friendship, and faith in one another
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greed 1n people increased and stealing was widespread
throughout the affected area,

THE TOPIC.

Drought of the magnitude of the recent devastation,
is a national ¢alamity which demands national as well
as individual efforts for a solution, The period having
passed, the demand shifts from the realm of solution
only to an additional one of a possible future control
of, or even the prevention of its recurrence, Sociology
as a discipline has the duty of conducting research
with a view to redticing or even eliminating human
suffering not only from the society in which the researcher
may be chanced to be living but from other socleties
which may eveni&nternationally removed from him, Funds
and time are an all time scarce commodity for all
researchers, so that 1t is rare for a single researcher
to cover a wide area in a short time, Thus the nece=
ssity for demarcating a small area which possesses the
same characteristics as the wider whole, By this I

mean that though the study may be limited in scope, its
applicability may be nation wide, Hence the choice of
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the Drought Effect on the Social and Economic conditions

of the people in Baderi as a topic to be investigated

and the degree of its impact to be tested, The results
of this study may be generalised to include all areas
to the North of 11° North of the equator.’

There are many topics of national importance, but
drought is now an issue of the moment and on which
research attention is now focussed., So many disciplines
such as geography, history and economics; have variously
and severally overtime studied drought and its effeots
on humanity albeit in a disciplinary limited way with
respect to orientation and focus, Sociology and its
adherents have a duty to render their skill, energy and
resources for the study of human problems with a view
to making human life fuller,

Attempt shall be made to investigate and consider
all aspects of the topic in relation to the society in
its environmentsy but it should be noted that this essay
does not pretend to answer all questions related to the
drought, It is rather hoped that the essay will raise
more questions that may be relevant enough to interest

other students, If this essay is able to shed any
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amount of light, provocke thought and entice a follow
up, then the work would have been a worth while exer-

cise,

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this study are mainly tweo,
1« To assess the impact of a disaster of the magnitude
of the recent drought on the people and on the baslis of
thls assessment to evolvestrategles thal may be able to
minimise or completely prevent the recurrence of a
situation like the recent crisis,
2o To satisfy a need and personal desire for contribu~
ting towards the search for a knowledge of national
soclal problems so that solutions to them may be pro=
vided, while at the same time, experience in conducting

orriented

a sclentifically é research, through the applie
cation in practice, methods learnt in theory may be
acquired, Through this it is hoped, the necessary
confidence in dealing with an experimental crisis sit-
uation may be developed, n

It may be argued that the second objective being

rore personally oriented, is irrelevant, I would like
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to mention that while it may be irrelevant as a research

focus, it can stand the test of time as a statement of

intention and as a primary aim of my having to conduct

and present any research at all,

HOW _DOES THE ESSAY HOPE TO ACHIEVE
THE OBJECTIVES.,

As an attempt at meeting the stated objectives

above, the following questions will be discussed in the

body of the essay and answers to them shall be attempted,

1.

2e

Ze

Le

54

What happened to the people and their livestock

in remote villages and hamlets during the drought,
How did the people and their livestock survive the
crisis and were the methods the people adopted able
to minimise suffering?

What strategies and encouragement was the authority
( pethgovernment end lecal) able to provide?

What were the nature and strength of these strae-
tegies and encouragement?

What were the peoples opinion about the crisis,
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the authorities and their own measuresj; and what

are the future safeguards?

6. How do people feel now that the crisis 1s over and

what hopes do they have for the future?

METHODOLOGY AND DATA COLLECTION

Collection of data invelved the use of questionnaire
and the use of informal questions (interviewing) which
were made up from the study of local authority files,
head and cattle tax records and other relevant records
which had to do with the drought, This was then foll=
owed by a tour of the whole division (Baderi) during
which free discussions were engaged in, with the village
heads and thelr servants as well as some of the villagers
themselves, This tour also enabled an em the spot
inspection and study of the physical features of the
whole division, The time available for the research
was limited i,e, it would not have been possible to
issue, collect and analyse the questionaire throughout
the whole division thus,four representative (by ethnic
inhabitants and location) villages were selected -~ one

each representing the extreme northern and southern
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ends of the division - Bizi and Mugnmngléne representing
the middle West - Amshi and the fourth representing the
middle east Ngeljabe. Interviews were conducted in the
two district headquarters - Gashu‘a and Jakusko. There
were discussions, held with the villagers, of an informe

al . nature mostly at night, Questions askedé usually

" arose out of a discussion of one or the other of the

. ed-
. o4 -t
villagers daily encounter with, other and nature and

thus were impromtu and casual “though enlightening,

THE SAMPLE

;; From each of the four represenfaﬁive villages

fifty farmers were selected in the following proportions
based partially on the records of the farmers kept by
the local authority agricultural department: Twenty

of the farmers were fairly well to do and sixteen were

- poor or average farmers., The remaining fourteen were
randomly selected in the villages, The sample selece
tion thus combines and consists of three types of samp=-..
ling method; i,e: Cluater, due to taking?iepresentative
villages, stratified due to a combination of rich and

pocr or average farmers and rgndom which makes up the

remaining fourteen members of the sample per cluster,
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The sample size is 200 and this sampling method
was adopted in the hope that through it, a more repre-
sentative sample for the whole division may be obtained
which will provide a more representative information,
During the tour, it was discovered that the poorer
farmers were not willing to express their opinions - a
situation which made the survey tour a little more diff=
icult, But this difficulty was overcome during the
questionaire filling by two factors, One, the farmers
notised the way their richer neighbours - answered the
questions with confidencey and two, answering to a que=
stionaire the like of which many others have and which
demands no name, was less personal and many of the
questions were less involved than the tour impromtu
questions, The sample size was made necessarily small
in order to facilitate easy completion and collection
incurring the least possible less of questionaire, It
is made small also, in order to facilltate easy analysis

and interpretation,

DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED

Most of the difficulty arose out of caution and
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simple misunderstanding of the reason for the survey,
The village heads at first hesitated to co=operate inse
pite of my being accompanied by a servant of their dis-
trict head, T had to give them time between the first
tour and the second - during which to contact the Mai
and ascertain that my visit to their villages had recei-
ved his blessings, During the first tour also, the
farmers (people)} thought I was a local authority or
government official out to investigate the state of their
wealth for the purposes of taxation, By the time I
returned te distribute the gquestionaire however, the
village heads had already dispelled this fear, Another
area which could have posed a problem was language. In
this, I was lucky that the whole division can be descrie
bed as being bilingual in that, in all the major ethnic
groups, the individuals were able to speak at least

ene other language in addition to their own, Also the

Hausa language is almost universally spoken.
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QUESTIONAIRE ADMINISTRATION

Due to the shortness of available time, the ques-
tionaire was not pre-tested before being administered
to the respondents, The majority of the respondents
could read and write in arabic alphabets only, so that
at the risk of personal bias, the responses had to be
recorded for the respondents, I would first read the
question to the respondent and because the questions
were framed in Hausa, translation was necessary only
in a few cases = except initially, when some joked of
not being able to understand Hausa, The responses were
then recorded as they were voiced by the respondent,
In this way a lot of valuable time was wasted in an
effort to get as accurate a record as possible of the

responses,

INTERVIEWS -

When the questionaire administration and response
recording was completed, permission was requested from
the district heads to visit and interview people in Jaba
and Gidgid, the two other major villages after Jakusmko,

In the two district headquarters, the people interviewed



”ﬁere mainly wealthy m —~chants, petty traders, local =
authority and government officials, The government
officiaels, like the villagers mentioned earlier were
at first reluctant to agree to answer thc questions
put to them, but gradually, they relaxed, removed the
barrier to answer the questions and even allowed me

to go through some of their files,
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CHAPTER I. THE LONG MEMORY

ATTITUDE AND OPINION,

Perhaps the saying that 'humen mind works better
in retrospect' applies here more than any other instance,
This is because while the respondents found it difficult
to recall alot of the happenings in the recent drought,
they were able to recollect clearly and narrate their
experiences of droughts as far back as 1914, Why this
should be so, can conveniently form another topic for
research, Suffice it here to mention that it has been
so3 and thinking that the respondents were deliberately
being difficult about the recent crisis, I changed my
approach in three instances only to come up against the
same problem, My theory of the peoples fear of taxation
and levy assessment was disproved when some village elders
and heads who had nothing to fear about taxation or levy
reacted in the same way, When the district head of
Jekusko was interviewed and he reacted in the same way,
I was left with no doubt of the respondents sincerity
and had to accept the information supplied as it was,
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It is remarkable how these people mostly illitrate
are able to keep accurate dates of occurrences, which
when tested against some records of famines and droughts
compiled by the local authority and other publications
(see biblicgraphy) were found to be correct, The
deviations notised were mostly of only two to three
years which can be overlocked considering that, theirs

was merely a remembered history,

DROUGHTS AND FAMINES 1790 ~ 1954,

In a paper produced by Dr. Paul Lovejoy. "Desert
side economy", there 1s a list of famines/droughts
which covered the whole of Hausa Country and a few that
~included the Borno Empire., Five of the dates supplied
in this essay have been found to agree with dates quoteéd
by respondents in this research, According to Lovejoy,
there was a drought which covered 'the whole of Borno,
Kano and Agades in 1790%3 and that this (1730) drought
was so severe that people and livestock died in hundreds.
In the course of my interviewing, this drought was remem-
bered hy three respondents who claimed to have been told
about it by their grandfathers, These three called it

variously as Kangusasi (ant hole) sukukum (?) and Kandira
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(the hunter), The dates given by the respondents were
all different for while one maintained that it happened
190 years ago, the two insisted that it wes only 180
years old, Thus the date supplied by Lovejoy which is
half way between, becomes a reasonable compromise,

It is reported that this crisis of 1790 caused the
deserts inhabitants mostly the Tuaregs to migrate West
and Southwards, The ones that migrated southwards spread
themselves into the Northern Nigeria Provinces of Kano,
Katsina and Sokoto forming different diasphoras which
took the names of 'Agalawa, Adarawa, Azbinawa, Gobirawa,
Agadasawa etcy 'and the descendents of these migrants
are still seen in the three provinces mentioned, espec=
ially Kano, As a result of their ability to move about
and trade, today, these descendents of migrants are to
be found almost every where in Nigeria, Ar;:; this

drought, comes 1847 one which was not remembered by any

*» An article in the Intermational Journal of African

Historical Society 1975 Vole. 8 No. 4.



18,

of my respondents but which was recorded as having caused
much suffering to humanity and livestock,

Lovejoy!s 1855 Hausa and Borno drought was remembered
as Bazawen, (5anhinia) a shrub growing in the savana zone,
Towards the end of the c¢risis in 1855 people dried and
pounded the pods of this shrub into flour and prepared
it into grucl and tuwo, It was said to have been tasty
but many people died as a result of eating the food
preparcd from it; and this toll in human life was why
the crisis was called Bazawen, The 1890 Hausa country
famine, did not extend into Borno much and was not men=
tioned by the respondents in this research, However
there were local = shortages in 1903 and 1905 called
Bada bai, turn your back and Gwandai - stylochiton
respectively, Oneinformant claimed that the two, were
but one continuous period of crisis which caused much
suffering, He also reports that the effect of the crisis
was not uniform even in Baderi,

A major drought which the respondents remembered

with shivers is the Kangale Kerd - short stalks of

1908 and Kammo = stalks of 1911. Because of the emphasis
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by people on the suffering and death during this period,
one tends to assume that from 1908 to 1911 was but one

three year period of crisis like the 1970 - 74 drought.
It is perhaps this period which Lovejoy dated 1913 - 14

Hausa and Borno droughts, Thus it is not unlikely

gspecially Judging by its severity that this could have

been one prolonged period 1908 = 14 of suffering, In

| places like the Niger Republic, even the recent drought

is dated from 1968 and not 1970, Cognizance is being
taken of 1908 and 1917 because of the similarity in

name, Kangale Kori is Kanuri word for short stalk while

~ Karmro is Hausa word for stalk, It was also cross che=

_cked that the respondents using Xangale Kori did not

know about Karmo while those, using Karmo = claimed

- to have heard Kangale, Kori, being talked about and

-agreed that it could have been Kermo During this

periocd, it was said, parents gave out their children as

*TRUST in order to get food for the rest of the family,

and the food was merely tree barks, leaves, dried fruit
and anything that could be pounded or ground into flour

and made- into any form of paste for eating. There was
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no taboe for eating anything or for doing anything to
get food; what mattered was the keeping of body and
soul together, It was not of any = consequence who

died or who disappeared, Kanjale Kori 130Y¥ - 14 was

the most severe drought after Bazawen 1855,

Other minor searcity periods mentioned include
Kumumuwa 1919 the killer weed and Garshunu 1924 balsam
apple, in both of which there was no death, The report
has it that it was the leaves of these plants which

saved lives, The leaves were made into Gwate or Fate =

fate = a mixture of millet flour paste and leaves,
Sometimes - pumpkin and melon fruits are used in place
of leaves in making food « variety., The searcities of
both 1919 and 1924 were the result of locust invasion
of farm crops. The next crisis was recorded in 1935
variously called Kuka - baobab Kabo Tulur seven pence

and mai buhu - Buhu is the hausa word for sack, Both

Mortimore and Hill working in hausaland dated this crisis
as 1927, And like in the other instances-of naming,
these names were used because of the extensive use made

of Baobab leaves, barks and fruit as food, It was
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Kabo Tulur because that was the first time a sack of

millet sold at the exhorbitant price of seven pence
(about six kobo)#, Prior to then, a sack or large
basket Jogo not Kwando of millet fetched {rom two to

" two and a half pence only, The name mai buhu, though
widely known in Kano and Zaria where I casually apoke
with some elders in order to confirm some of the dates,
is not known in Baderi; which probably accounts for the
defference between the date supplied by my respondents

and the one established by Hill and Mortimore, In

Baderi the names Kuka and Kabo Tulur are the hest known

and usedk

b The respondent insists that the penny of those days
(the 1930s) cannot be equated to our Kobo of today which
is worth less, One oldman sald he could buy with cne
penny in those days what a naira cannot fetch todayl
tgat to be a richman, one needed to have¥3«4 only -

NGO - 8, o
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| " The nekt in the series is Garmodo 1937 and Balan-
 "5293 18938, Respeondents interviewed were not able to
| identify what Garmodo means, but Balangada is a large
pot with a wide mouth in which guel is (cooked) prepa-
red and distributed, These four and a number of others

such as Ngalgo bawo 1940 norwis better, 1947 Matuwari

{(?) and saskatariyas 1948 female secretary were minor

s@arcities with localised effects, As a result most
of the respondents merely heard about them without
experiencing them even though those happened only
recently. At one time the respondents got carried
away arguing that the 1948 was a confirwmtion of 1947

and these bear the name of Ngalgo bawo none is better,

From 1951 to 1954 was another pericd of searcity
which was given different names by different sections
of the soclety, Some of these names include sude mu

galsa we grect when you finish, yunpwar rakuma famine of

the camels, and Yar Mubl. The name yar Mubl is the most -
popular because of guinea corn brought from Mubl which
flocded Baderi markets although at high prices per
measure, The high prices might have been the result of

the need to offset lorry, donkey, oxen and camel transe
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port eosts from Mubi to the villages -~ and perhaps trade
bﬁﬁéﬁukoo. It is relevant to note at this point that,
throughout the period 1790 = 1954, no respondent ever
mentioned the receipt of any assistance from the govern-
ment or the local authority; except in 1951 = 54 when
gulnea corn from Mubli reached the villages through the
effort of the Native Authority who hired donkeys, oxen
and camels for the purposes, Even then, the prices of
the guinea corn in the villages was higher than in
Gashu'a, Nobody mentioned ever hearing of any assise
tance given to any community, This should not be thought
of as a defeccive - memory since these same people were
able to remember droughts which occurred long before
they were born,

It was mentioned at the beginning of this chapter
that, respondents found it difficult to reeall oeccurrene
ces of the period 1970 = 74, But their ability to
remember the historical incidencies shown above has
convinced me that probably ten years from today, a better
report of the recent crisis 1970 = 74 may be obtained,
since, then relaxation and recovery from the pinch
might have been achieved, Also the shoek currently
gripping the people might have ymned away, As a result
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of which people may impersonally re-appraise the whole
situation and enalyse it with greater detachment than
may be the case now, By then also, people may not need
- to protect or uphold the interest of others which they

may be doing now,

TECHNOLOGY AND TRANSPORT

The period 1951 - 54 could have been as severe as

Kangale Kori 1908 -~ 14 but for the emergenoe of lorries

and road transportation system, In 1951 = 4 the lorries
were the main agents of saccour for the masses although
the commodity (guinea corn) they brought was very expen-
sive, They brought this commodity from Muhi, Yola and
Gombe for sale in Baderi., They alsc brought into Baderi,
garl (garin kwaki)from Keffi, Onitsha and Wamba as well
as yems {(doya busa) from Jos and places to the south,
These food items were new to the area, Before the
crigis, food 1tems like gari and yams were seen in

Gashu'a only and were called Kumbu = Kirdli be the food

of the non believer; and no inducement would make the

village citizenry to partake of these food 1tems, but
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the crisis forced them to be widely accepted and used,
The lorries were able to save the situation because of
thelr ability to cover a great distance in a shorter
time thean beasts of burden which were then used, |
But because the lorries could not go to even some
of the larger villages, the beasts of burden - donkey
Ox and camel were used to transport the food ltems into
the hinterland, Camels were particularly used in tran-
sporting grains from Potiskum through Gashua to places
to the north, These beasts however, never did more
than three trips before they collapsed as a result of
gsheer exhaustion, lack of forage and water, 1In this
way many were lost, Yar Mubi was the only major drought
wh;ch covered the whole division after Kuka 1935,
| E From 1954 came intermittent minor -~ searcities,

In 1958 bani mayafina give me my coverlet (implying

that he wanted o travel - migrate?); Lauma tafi dan

uwa 1960 a loaf is better than a brother, and mai ralauma

1961 owner of camelsj and these minor difficulties like
small bush fires, had to end with a major crisis in

1970 - 74,
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EFFECT AND COMPARISON

Of all the crisis periods discussed above, the
following presented the greatest difficulty: The 1790
sukukwri, Bazawen 1855, Kangale Kori 1908 - 14, Kuka
1935 and Yar Mubi 1951 = 4, In those days transport

system was not as sophisticated as it is today thus
whenever there was a crisis, people had to rely ~ en=
tirely on their own resources and initietive, In addie
tion neither the colonial government nor the native
authority - who in any case had no money) was alive to
its responsibllity to the people. As such, there was

no assistance throughout the period 1790 = 1951.5‘Except
in caravans, travelling from one area (village) to
another was extremely dangerous = since one ran the risk
of being captured as a slave or becoming the breakfast
of some wild beast, Before 1908, there was no trust

and every one feared the others, People were always
ready to take to arms for self defence, defence of the
village or to go on a raid, So that people had no

other means of getting food but to rely on their accu=-

milated reserves and the traditionally known edible
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plants and other material that happened to be available,

The villagers, up to 1935 did not like going into
the toewn because, to them, the rulers lived in towns
and they were feared and respeeted because of their
servanté dexterity in meting out oppression, In those
days the mere arrival of a Dogari into a village, was
enough to paralyse most of the activity and send house=-
hold heads into hiding until the purpose of his visit
was made known, Thus whenever erisis occurred, the
whole population had to suffer in silence and hide away
any surplus food for fear of its being conffscated from
them in the name of the ruler who may never even hear
about the act, The slow moving donkeys oxen, mules
end horses constituted the main means of transport for
goods and humans; and used to take 3 - 4 days to cover
the 140 km, from Potiskum to Gashu'a,

By 1951 however, lorries had penetrated into most
of the villages centres and foods other than the tradi-
tional millet had come into use¢ and were available in
the markets albeit at high prices. These new types of
food, even though refused at the early stage because of

their originating from Kirdi nonbeliever lands, were
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later used a great dealj when the people realised that
they were better than leaves., Thus considering the
technological innovation as evidenced through transport,
the only real difficult periods could be said to have
been Kangale Kori and Bazawenj; since both occurred at a
most difficult of times in terms of personal safety

and the possibility of getting food commodities from
other sources,

In those times, help was not expected, was not
asked for nor was it given}as testified by six respone
dents who clalmed that even when they were young the type
of co=operation existing between the authority and people
now, was beyond the imagination of the people in their
time, Even the more recent crisis of 1935 can be consi=-
dered on the lines of primitive suffering since although
there was easy interaction and mobility among the people,
the means of transport was still mainly the beasts of
burden which was too cumbersome and slow, to be able to

prevent human embarrassment and suffering.
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From 1790 to 1935 people and livestock died in
large numbers és a result of the various scarcities
~and the absence of assistance. In the drought of 1951=4
the avallability of fast moving transport greatly reduced
human death because they were able to move large volumes
of commodities quickly, But livestock death could not
be prevented since the grass they depended on, was not
Iavailable in their own environment and was not transe
ported for them. In addition there was noc water for all
ponds and streams had dried up. Wells were few and
snattered far apart and very deep reaching down to
30 = 35 metres in depth, BPBoth humans and livestock
had to depend on these few wells and naturally the human
being prefered to preserve his own life, In Baderi, up
to 1951, only the divisional headquarters Gashu'a could
hoast of properly constructed wells i.e, wells which
have their sides plastered with cement and a dust prove
wall entending to about 90 cm, above the ground with
wooden rollers for @ase of drawing of the water, -
 Government and Native Authority assistance could

be said to have started in 1952-4 when wells 1ike the
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one deseribed above began to be constructed in the
villages, The construction of these wells fTurned the
 villages and their environs into forced labour camps, '
This was because of the decision of the Native Authority
to have no lorries (not that there were none) for use
in the transportation of gravels for use in the concrete
mixture for the construction of these wells, Thus every
man and woman (adults) were levied fifteen (15) headpans
of this special white fibrous gravel called Jigila.
Considering that Baderi 1s mostly a sandy plain with
no hills or rocks of any type, this was really a tall
order since the people had to travel 24 = 32 kilometers
te get the gravels - and this evaporated the enthusiam
- sm of having the wells,

‘This lack of water and grass which resulted in
the death of hundreds of livestock forced the people
to think and be resourceful and started making banda
- dry meat in commercial quantities which hecame compe=
4itive because everyone was trying to out produce the
others, This banda making also helped to reduce loss of

livestockas a result of death = since such animals were
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then never allowed to die but sold to butchers who
slaughtered and turned them into banda for export to
the southern parts of this country,

A comparison of the short stalks crisis with the
recent one produced the statement that Y--- the s0ils
are now poorer, the human population much greater, the
cattle far more numerous and commercial crops have been
introduced" ('Church and Dalby 1973:16); which seems to
imply that the 1970 - 74 is the more severe of the two,
It is difficult for me to accept this implication cone-
sidering the information we have of the previocue situa-
tions as narrated in this essay, However, each of these
crisis situations designated droughts and famines, had
its own fleld of play and devastation which varied in
nature and extent this variation is not because people
had learnt a lesson but because man had been able to
shorten the distance = so that what was transport conse
traint yesterday, is today not a problem at all, Human
social outloock has also greatly changed over time and
villages as well as towns have increased in size as

quoted above,
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But unfortunately, increase in number of\peéple énd
livestock did not and does not correspond with an
- increase in the size and number of farms and farmers, .
30 that there are today, everywhere, more eaters/ than
produces! This necessarily entalls the répid disappear=
ance of food items as soon as they are made available,
This increase in number of both humans and livestock
has been brought about by:-

8. The absence of inter ethnid/inter village wars
which consumed men and property, and women noc longer
suffer from the dishonourable position of being a war
beotyl livestock loss, except as in crisis period like
1970~4, has almost become extinct,

In the establishment of hospitals, health centres
and dispensaries in towns village centres and hamlcets,
along with the production of more effective medicgines
have made disease to cease from being the agent of death
it used to be, People are now able to live longer and
produce more offsprings whose fertility is even greater
as a result of peace, good health and good food.

In view of the above historical expositio?,therefore,

one may conclude by submitting that it is difficult to
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compare adequately, the vasious crisis situations which
occurred over time; since each difficulty period is
unique in itself with its own peculiar peoblems and

style of solution,
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CHAPTER 1I, GEOGRAPHiCAL LCCUATION OF

BADE DIVISION,

Baderi (Bedde Division), is one of the administra-
tive divisions of Bormno State, It lieg roughly between
lattitude 11.80° and 12,.80° North; and between longitude
10,60° and 11,40° East, Baderi has, as its neighbours,
the emirates of Hadejia in Kano State and Katagum (Azare)
in Bauchi State = to the west and southwest respectievely,
Nguru development area = a district of Borno division
forms the northern neighbour, To the east lies Galdam
district, and Damaturu district to the south sast, DBoth
Gaidam and Damaturu are districts of Bornoe division,

Fika division 1s the southern neighbour - and historical

ally,

IT. All administrative unit areas are known as emirates
when they are within the caliphate: i.e: that pert
of Nigeria which was under the direct supervision of
Sheiw Usman Dan Fodic. In Borno, these units are
known as Divisions and there are five of these, RBoyno
Bama, Biu, Fika and Bedde, They were all formerly
under the influence of the Shehu of Bornu,
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The above constitutes the moderm boundaries of
Baderi, which historically, has variously been adminis-
tered as a component of Gaidam, Nguru districts and
Fika cdilvision up to the early 1930s; when she was made
an administrative entity with a government representae-
tive of her own (the Divisional officer) who elected to
live and administer Baderi from Nguru some 57.2 kilometres
away, He gave as hils reason, the factors of transport
and communication, Nguru was the Rallway terminus 1D
and had telephone lines which were not available in
Gorgoram the old capital and Gashu'a the present head-
quarters lacks the two amenities,

Baderi lies within the 'Sudan Savarnah' which has
been described as an area of 25 = 35 inches of rainfdTl
per annum and which has "---- a vegetation lying some
what intermediately between the Guinea Zone and the
Sahel Zone and possessing a mixture of the broad leeved
speclies of the former with narrow leaved species of

the latter,
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PHYSICAL FEATURES AND OCCUPATION

Like the rest of thé éreés in this zone.- 'Sudan
Savannah', Baderi is aJQSEQ% land watered by the Rivers
Hadejia and Katagum which form the river ~ rain areas
of north by northwestern scetion of the division
These rivers, after travelling about three guarters of
thelnorthern = width of the division converged to form
the river known as Kumadugu 12'10 be which empties into
Lake Chad via the village of‘fo. To the south, almost
on the border, flows the third water source known as

Kumadugu Gana, This river continues along the border

travelling north~east wards leaving the division at a
point where she borders with Damaturu and Ceidam dist- i
ricts. Flowing into Geidam district, the river turned
straight east and then north to join Kumadugu Yobe
at Musakali on the Niger-Nigeria border, and together
flowed into lake chad.

The soil throughout Baderi is generally loamy
with sandy plains in the centre and water logged areas
in the north and south., To the north however, the soil

is clayey which dries into a hard pan which ¢racks in

12, The word ‘Kumadugu' means streams in the Manga lan=
guage - as apposed to Burum which is a River, When spoken
ordinarily, the work Kumadugu is usually used to mean

. Burum am for example, Kuma ugu Gana can mean both smdl kiver

or stream,
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the dry seasonj; but which is soft, maleable and treach=-
erously slippery in the rainy season, Soil colour is
mostly black, and in plains, iron grey, The fadamas
support rice cultivation and the rivers fobm good fishing
grounds., These were, until recently, an exclusive
occupation of the Bade ethnic group i.,e, fishing and
rice cultivation, Nowadays, the Bade compete unfavourablgr
with migrants from Sokoto, Kano (Hadejia) and Bauchi
(Katagum) States, These migrants bear the names of
Kabawa and Kwarawa., Along the banks of the two rivers
also are found, small gardens in which tobacco (mo¥e

for the ToWer than leaves), african garden eggs, onions,

pepper etc are grown,
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To the south along the banks of the Kumadugu Gana
' become
the soil type and occupation / almost identical to

what has been described above; except that here both

the rice cultivation, fishingand gardening are being

done by the Ngizim ethnic group which predominates at
this end of the division,

The centre is a corridor, - running east to west,
of sandy soil wilh patches of claycy slippery areas,
Most of the livestock and their herdes, the fulani ethnic
group are fund in this corridor. The pgreater section
of the population of the whole division lives on the
northern half of the corridor, This population concenw
tration and freedom from tsetse fly menace makes this
corridor to be attractive tTo the fulanl herders - making
them to establish semi permanent homes and rushing to
the Fadama areas of the north and south only when they
have to i,e, when there is no more grass and water to

be have in the plains as a result of the dry season,

13. Women use the flower stems (FURG) with Kolanut
to ceolour their teeth - red and black, The women in

the dry season spend almost 3 - 4 hours deily on this’
exercise,
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The Fadama areas are tsetse inf€@sted « flies which are
extremely dangerous to livestock - and becemge water
logged during the rainy season = a condition which is
glsc harmful to cattle: thus the nomads (herders) had |
to shuttle from one zone to another following climate
and favourability, Nowadays the Fadama areas have been
declared tsetse free but due to the water logging the

seasonal migration still continues,

VEGETATION AND AGRICULTURE

Grasses in Béderi, as in other areas of the Sudan
Savannah, are mainly one to one and a half metres tall
and most are thorny., Most of the creepers, twihers
and shrubs are thorny and the trees which are few and
scattered have, mostly in addition to the thorns, thick
barks, hardy leaves and long tap roots, The trees
comprise wainly of the woody stem type such as desert
date, gum ncasia spina christﬁ, Jujube tree,.mimosa
(ali the thorny varieties) doum palm, palmyra palm,
apple ring, dwarf date palm, african myrrh - and all
the gum producing acasiae, Some of the more thorny
trees are black plum tree, plum tree, mitragyne  baobab,

all the ficus varieties, the imported neem, chew stick
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tree, tamarind, dry zone ebony and Guil tree etec,

The shrubs and creepers ~ thorny and non thorny are -
sweet sop, mountain ebony, sodom apple, balsam appley,
edible stemmed vines, custard apple, euphobila, gardenia,
Jetropha, henna, horse radish trees, bamboo palm, hog
plum, banhinia, cordia, grewia, gulerva,african plum
tree, capparis, and terminalis etec, Grasses, both
leguminous and non leguminous include; finger grass,
stur thistle, clensine, cassia tora, gynandrop-sis,
panicum, eragrostic, alycarpus, cymbopogon, andropogen,
penisetum,  prickly burgrass, comb fringe grass,cow itch,
water lettuce, spear grass, hemp leaved hibiscus, ans=-
tralian asthma, crinum lilies, thorn apple, negro ccffee,
star bur, surrel, white water 1lily, elephant grass, devils
thorn, bur wced etc, From their list of trees, shrubs
and grasses, one may be able to understand the term -
tsavanna,! The crops grown should necesgarily be like
the vegetation - i.e. qQuick growing and maturing - since
the maximum length of the rainy season is three months,

The division of Baderi inte two soil types_also Pro-
vides a zonal restriction in plant cultivation, the
crops are mainly - rice, sweet potato and cassava for

the fadama areas, Also some legumes and maize, which

&,
a
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through them, Where these growPrggusely,, the soil
is usually considered to be fertile - especially when
when such an area constitute an abandoned land, The
presence of edible stemmed vine, blood flower, terris-
thrial or-chid and bamboo are indicators of water

presence, be it a pond or stream,

PHYTA ADAPTATION TO ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Rainy season begins in Baderi from late June to
early July and before this period i.e. betwcen the months
of September to June, all the grass and shrubs (most
are annuals) dry up to the extent of becoming so brittle
that even a loud noice breaks them, At this time, the
trees and the perennial shrubs shed leaves in order to
reduce transpiration, The green stems become brown or
grey and scaly and inspite of the intence sunlight,
photosynthesis as reduced to the minimum and growth
eeases, Almost all trees exhibit varying deprees of
this phenomena except the apple ring tree and one species
of Euphcbin, These shed their leaves during the rainy
season and show profuse leafege (growth) in the dry

Sea80rIl,
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This drying of grasses, shrubs and the shedding
of leaves by trees, usually increases the force of
wind since there is nothing to‘éggfas wind break, As
a result of this, the sandy soil is blown about - first,
by the northeast winds and then the southewest winds,
As a result of this erosion is enhanced - which was
already given encouragement by the bush fires and animals

that burrow or even walk on hooves,

THE FAUNA AND C/MOUFL/GE

Other organisms, besides the plants, also suffer
during the period September to June, The drying up of
grasses and shrubs and the shedding of leaves by trees
express the ground, the nests in the trees and shrubs
and the burrows, This makes the small animals and birds
to have n¢ hiding places, In order to escape being made
into preg, these usually develop protective colouration,
Small animals like, hare, squierel, rabbits, deer, dulker,
bush cat, fox, rats and mice - take up earth colour
which varies from dark grey to dark brown = so that

where ever and when ever they sense danger, they
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usually, simply raise a lot of dust and lie down until
the danger signal 1s over., Many of thef however got
caught this way, At this period, reptiles usually
migrate into dark tree caves, or deep holes in the ground
to hibermater until the return of Wosmable conditions,
The larger angulates and the members of the cat
class = escape the dessicating condition by migrating
to the fadama areas where water and forage are to be
found in quantity, The cats, naturally have no aption
but to fellow thelr preg = in any case, they too cannot
exist without water, Birds which can be seen in large
numbers at the begirning of the rains - reproduce to
in€regse their population during the rainy season as
a result of the £n£§ggle condition for their breeding.
They usually become a menace to grain farmers féom about
the middle of August when the farm crops - especially
millet and rice would hgve sterted flowering and frulting,

-~
‘.

The aves suckK away the newly formed grains and when .-,
these mature, the birds still peck them out of the tussle
ears, Thus by about September, when harvest normally
begins, the farmer - sometimes is left witg,oniy'about
one third of his expected productioﬁ: éﬁ about this

—
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time also, the birds begin their seasonal migration
since there is nothing more in the fields for them, By
about January, the migration would have finished and the
forest would become very quiet, Whatever of the birds
and animals that have not migrated -~ in most cases grace
the family pot of some hunter or become a source of
revenue for him, |
. WATER = Two main problems face the human population

at this period {September to June) and these are water

and shade, Trees having shed their leaves and the ponds
are even the stra@QS dried up, shelter from the swelter=
'ing heat becomes difficult except under sheds constructed
of millet stalks or Zana mats, Even these become almost
useless when whirl wind hbegins toc blow heat and dust on

- to every exposed surface, Water becomes extremely scarce -
to the extent that - it becomes a common sight for
livestock and humans to be at the village well for a

whole day, Not all villages are priviledged enough

to have concrete wells like the one described in chapter
one of this essay. To get water, these people dig

holes about ten to twelve metres deep - to reach water,

Usurlly this water is not as much as well water and people
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have to allow it to collect - such water holes are
called 304 or KUYYAKA, 14  Even where the village has
a concrete well, it is often 50 - 60 metres deep,

The drying process reaches its peak around March,
April and Mey., At this time even the villagéé have.
a de%@tﬁted appesrarnce, washing and bath are kept to
the minimum and to reduce wastage, the water ﬁé:g for
washing 13 not usually thrown away, but collected and
given to livestock « who inspite of the soap -~ seem to
enjoy the salty taste of dirt. It is characteristic
at this period to see groups of people = especially

0ld men and children huddled together playing the

i ey ' | - T
44,84 SOA - Kenuri word for a water hole usually dug
in s8off sand area, The sides of such a hole being soft
are protected by means of puisra twined-rope - like

an arranged in concentric rings - from the bottom of
the hole to the tap. '

i by KUYYAKA ~ Is Hausa word for the water hols,
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Dara 15

game while sheltering under the rumfas and Zaures.
This game is now being replaced by card game} Some of
the elders could, however, be seen to engage themselves
in house mending, the making of mats, ropes and curving,
The animals after being given the small amounts of water
that may happen to be available are usually released

into the village streets and surrounds to cater for

themselves,

THE PEOPLE CHARACTERISTICS AND WAY OF LIFE

Baderl is composed of Bade, Fulani, Hausa, Manga
and Ngizim major ethnic groups. Each of these ethnic
groups occupies a small section of the division except
Hausa who are spread throughout the arca, Bade, though
not the largesglconstitutes the ruling ethnic group and

occupies the northern end of the division, The town of

15, Dara is a game involving 2 = 4 persons using 6, 12
and 48 pieces of stones, canes beads or some similar
material «~ moving them from one hole on the ground to
the next., The holes can be arranged in circular form,
square or rectangular, It is usually played during

the dry season when there 1s less work to do.
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Gashu'a, and Bizi, Dachia, Amshi and Gorgoran as well
as Gwayo constitute the main Bade village centres, The
Bade like the rest of the ethnic groups in Borno state
believe that their ancestors werc driven out of Arabia
by Prophet Muhammad's religious wars, They wondered
about in the desert until about the 15th century when
they started westwards arriving in Ngazargamo by circe
1700, The ancestors were a family of four brothers who
disagreed with one another at Dilawa in Gaidam district
(see map). Each took his own way and formed a different
ethnic group at the end of his journey. The story has
it that Muza went northwards and formed the Buzu cthnic
groﬁﬁ, Amgaglya went south-east-wards to found the
Ngazai ethnic group in Fufie District of Borno, Dodo went
south to become the Hglzim '+ ancester while Ago, the
eldest of the fous continued westwards to become the
Bade ancester,
| The need for defence against raids forced Ago and his
later ?ﬁ? en@qp%% move about the area called Baderi in
search of a suitable capital, They finally settled at
a place called Gokaram or Gorgoram whose walls were
completed in 1825 - some 53 km, southwest of Gashu'a

the present headguarters of Baderi, Gorgoram has, until
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of cows and the selling of this milk in order to get
small cash for dalily necessities, Their men herd the
livestock, The cattle are medium sized, brown with
medium horns, They participate minimally in transhumance,
Their pastime is gshare which is a competitlon for winne
ing & wife and away of dissipating the fury of enmity
traditional or temporary. It involves the heating of
one individuals body by another individual using a
stick - tsabga of diametre 3-4 cm, and lenzth about

90 = 120 cme The pastime is is watched by fulani and
non fulani alike since most often, in order to have a
neutral ground, the pastime takes place in non fulani
villages,

2, The sccond group Bokoloji are migratory by
nature - moving from the corridor to the river banks
and back to the corridor following the seasons dry and
wet,they are seen in the corridor from about July to
October and found along the river banks from November
to June, They are of medium height, plump and light
in complexion, Their women have the hausa Kalangu
marks on both cheeks, Both men and women are ager®

at picking languages other than their own, Until
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recently the women's dress consisted of cne wrapper

tied above the breasts with no blouse and another cover=-
ing the head in addition to the hemd tie XKallabi, Their
prefered colours are black and white. Their livestock
conaist of the white hornless Zokoto Gudale cattle which
are much fatter than those of the fulbe Hadejia, Torahle
kejo and Sankarajo ones. Their division of labour
follows the pattern of Fulbe Hadejia's, This and the
remaining two groups Abare and Udabe

rarely participate in the sharc. But inspite of varia-
tion and insistence in questioning, no respondent was
able to explain their pastime adequately,

3« The ..bore group are known to the Hausa and
some Fulani as Bororoje. Manga, Bade and Kanurl use
Abore, They are generally tall, darker skinned and
slenderly built. They become provoked to anger easily
and until the beginning of the civil war, when an edict
prevented them from doing so, they carried swords and
knives about their person as a dress complement, Their
women dress differently from the Fulhe Hadejia and Abore
women, The dress consists of a tiny blouse which starts

from the neck and stops just below the breasts exposing
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the abdomen down to the navel, The single wrapper is
tied minjeskirt fashion from just below the navel to *%‘
Just above the knees and tight on the body, Like Bokolodi
the Abore are migratory following the same paths more to
the south than north. Most of them believe in neither
Islam nor Christianity,

4, The Udabe's body bhuild resembles that of the
Fulbe Hadejia but dark skinned, They are generally tall
with a characteristic mark accross the left cheek like
Bille but wider and made up of many tiny longitudinal
cuts starting from close to the bridge of the nose cut=
wards, The Udabe specialise in sheep breeding only,

The sheep are chargeteristically distinet from all other
varietics and bear the name of their owners UDA -« as
the owners are also known to non fulani ethnic groupse.
The sheep are dark brown or black in colour from the
middle of the body to the head and completely white from
the middle of the body to the g%;é} They are usually
lean and tall with large horns,

5« The Manga are a Kanuri group whose intonatioﬁland
proncunciation differs glightly from the known Kanuri

language, They occupy villages towards the eastern end
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practices* the languages of the various ethnic groups

80 far discussed take the names of their speakers, The
majority of the people in Baderi have Islam as their
religion. Christinns, inspite of about 30 years prea=
ching by an expatriate evangelist nnd femily of four,

are few and mainly found‘in Gashu'a and Amshi, The

whole population is 1ncl;::d to a bilateral kinship
system i.e, an individual can inherit wealth and property
from both mothers and fathers side, The social unit

is the 'house hold' not the family; and by a 'household!
it is meant all individuals &eiving in the same house
under the guordianship of one person known as the house=
hold head, These may be man, his wife, parents, parents
in law, grand parents from both parties, co%}ns, sisters
and brothers or their children, friends and or their
children, etci all that is commonly dubbed, "the extended
family systeme"

*Note = The above description of the people and their
way of life constitutes the contemporary case
only, The historical description will require
entirely another research with a different
orientation in focus,
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All the ethnic groups in Baderl are polygamous

il,e. the men marry usually as many as four wives = asg
evidenced by the responses obtained in the questionaire,
This fact may be accounted for, by their way of 1life
which permfts that both men and women should till the
land together and the women should =2l1so participate in
the gearch for water and the cutting of firewood for .
household use, As a result, the more wives a man has,
the greater would be his work force, Which alsc means
the more women therc arc inzﬁouse the greater becomes
the household work force, It is probably this reasoning
which condones early marriage among boys, I found that

men marry as early as 16 years of age as shown in this

table below, It can be seen that the tendency is for

TA6LE I AGE GROUP VS NO., OF WIVES
NUMBER OF WIVES

| :

SINGLE| 1 2 | 3 4 TOTAL P
15.5 - 25.0 _5 20 - - - 23 11_._5
25.5 = 35,0 6 25 120 3 - 54 27,0
2545 = 45,0 - 28 |25 2 4 59 29,5
45,5 AND OVER 5 14 127 115 13 64 32,0 |
TOTALS 14 87 |72 120 7 200 -
o % 70 L_":_o.z 3600 1000 105 - 100
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men to marry more wives as they get older, I have not
been able to identify any difference in the number of
wives as being a specific case for a particular ethnic
group, But in ownership of land, I have found that the
Bade group generally are better farmers in terms of plot
size and these arc already followed by the Manga ethnic
group as the table below indicates, All the ethnic groups
do not have their farms as one large plot, They are
rather scattered at all compass points from the village,
Their reason for this, is to safeguard against a sectional
bad ' year, The crops are usually inter-planted e,g.
millet interplanted with cowpen or G/nut interplanted with
G/corn etcy as another strategy against a bad year for
some crops. /i likely case which I have not investigated
is the reflection of age and number of wives on farm

size. T am of the¢ opinion that the three are strongly

interrelated,

CCCUPATION OTHER THAN FARMING AND HERDING

As has already been described above, occupation
varies with the geographical location of the people
within the division and variation in cultural tradition,
The people living along the river banks have in additietr
to farming; fishing, basket and mats making, The fish
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ETHNIC GROUPS BY NUMBER OF ACRES CULTIVATED SEPT, 1975

I

fare——— 4w e

—— -

NUMBER OF ACRES CULTIVATED

HERDERS A, HERD= | TOT—

0e5=3¢0 PBe5-5.015.5=7.0§7.5-9.0 P,5-11,0|ERS, |ALS | %
EADE 11 32 15 8 9 - 75 §37.5
MANGA 11 19 7 5 4 4 50 (25,0
HAUSA 2 11 10 3 1 6 33 [16.5
FULANI 3 9 3 1 - 10 26 }13.0
NGIZIM 5 & 1 - - - 12 | 6.0
OTHERS - 1 2 1 - - 4 | 2.0
TOTALS 32 78 38 18 14 20 200 -

% 16.0 39 19 9 7 10 100 { 100
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is usually transportcd for sale, into the corridor, Due
to physical distance and preservation difficulties, the
fish is rarely transported fresh, It is usually either
dried or smoked into BAND/... The smoked fish is usually
sold in Gashu'a, where people from Maiduguri, Kano, Jos
and even Onitsha came to buy, Thesc fisher people,
after selling thelr fish and other products in the corr-
idor buy meat both dry and fresh, small animals like
goats and sheep which they take home to breed for sale
in the future or use for some ceremonial purposes. Some
of the wealthiler ones, buy these animals for their normel
domestic consumption they, like the rest of the farmers
usually exchange grains for milk and butter with the
Fulani herders,

The corridor provides no fishing ground but most
of the livestock live in this zone, so that in addition
to milk and butter « grains exchange there is also a
buying and selling of livestock = cows, sheep and goats
by the Fulani and some non Fulani ethnic groups, Other
items sold and bought include, pots, mats, shoes, arrow
heads, knives and hoes, Cloth and clothes, grains and

other crops etc, were all to be found in the markets,
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Most of these are produced within the corridor and sold
or used there, The people in the corridor, in addition to
weaving mats, baskets and zana mats for sale also cut
fire wocd, poles and posts for building., The Manga
group who live in this section are the most active
producers of the products mentioned above, The Fulani
depend entirely un their livestock - selling milk and
butter to buy grains and other minor needs, Cattle are
sold only when marriage 1s to take place or fines are
to be paid, Their nomadic way of life makes them to
be distinctly different from other etihnic groups,

In all sections of the division petty traders
prol iferate -~ hawking their wares in villages and hamlets,
others display their goods on a table and sit to await
customers while the few village 'richmen' have small
stalls attached to their Zaure called SHAGO where they
usually transact their business. But the drought des=
troyed all this economic activity to the extent that,
petty traders who could, bO?OTﬁ the drought, earn anything
from ¥15 = 30 per week founﬁzgifficult to secure even
N¥10,00 per week, The table below constructed from

questionaire responses illustrates the approximate weekly
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income of people with occupations additional to farming

and herding,
A WEEKLY INCOME TABLE

TABLE 3 s 11

| INCOME 1IN NAIRA

’ ) {

| 0,5-5.04 5.5=10,0! 10,5 & | TOTALS] %

| i OVER

s
FISHERMEN [ 14 11 6 31 133,7
PETTY TRADERS 22 15 3 Lo (43,5
OTHER OCCUPATIONS 6 7 8 21 2248
TOTALS 42 33 17 92 -~
% 45,7 35,9 18.4 100 100

LOCAL AUTHORITY AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE

The Local futhority structure follows the pattern
esteblished by the former - North-Eastepn Stage govern-
ment, The Ma; (Emir) is headj; and superintends over all
council meetings where the affairs congerning the running
of the division are discussed and decisions arrived at,

The councillors, three of whom are portfolio holders,

have the duty of explaining to their heads of departments

16, MAI is both Bade and Kanuri word for King. In Borno
theré are Mai Bedde, MOI pikka (Fika) MAI or KULSHI BIU
and Shehu (learned) for Borno and Dikwa,
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those sections of the decisions which requires their
attention, Among the three councillors, is a senior
councillor (the Waziri) who deputises for the Mai, in
his absence, In addition, there are four non portfolio
councillors who attend meetings and cast votes, to
receive their periodic sitting allowances,

The two district heads and the two portfolic coune
cillors take instructions from the senior counciller,
The Alkali Court also used to be under the direct control
of the Mai, and in his absence, the waziri, The courts
are now directly = the responsibility of government,

The heads of departments having taken their instructions
from the councillors, translate them into action, Feed-
back on decisions comes through the monthly reports of
heads of departments and through the district council
meeting reports, The district council meeting is super-
intended over by the district head, The council 1is

made up of district councillors and Lawans (village

area heads), The lawans also have their village area
councils - where ward heads - Bulamas meet to discuss
the affairs of the village area = and take new instruc-

tions which the Lawan brought back from the district
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council meeting, The Bulamas convey these instructions
or decisions to the household heads of their respective
wards and the results of their various discussions are
brought back to the lawan at the next village meeting
and these are further discussed and synthesised into a
form, the lawan would take back to the district council,
At the district council meetings, reports from Lawans
Cagtihos.
are put 4mgather and refined into a form the district
head would be able to lay before the Mal and council,
The Mail the senior councillor and the Divisional
officer -« who is the local government representative
discuss the results of the council meetings = the three
are always present at councll meetings -« and formulate
the discussions into a form that will be acceptable to
the government, The Divisional Officer sends these
decisions to the Provinclal Adminstration Ofiices ‘hrough
weekly despatches and by the same route receives governs-
ment instructions and decision which he reports/submits
to the Mai, the senior councillor or the council as he
sees expedient, The provincial secretary is directly

responsible to the states Commissioner for local! -

government,
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The society is stratified on the basis of wealth
and gtetus,s. /11 local authority employees are refered
to as Maila i,e, of the Mai, Mallams and Imams occupy
special positions in the society and the rich and wealthy
weld power almost equivalent to that of a lawan, The
beggars’ (not /lmajirai and the disabled) but musicigns
and their entourage, butchers and lepers are considered
to be very low on the social ladder, Inspite of this
stratification however, people meet at market places,
mosques and play grounds to watch wrestling, sharo,
boxing etc on equal basis, In such places = minus the
market, only the village head has a special place to
sit « all others choose their position according to

the time of their arrival to watch the performance,

*NOTE. That the term begg ' = in hausa means M/ROKI

and ,IMAJINI (sing.) or MAROKA and ALMAJIRAI (plural)
Maroki is a person who sings praises fer the elation of
another individuals' ego, in return for a gift in cash
or in kind, It includes drummers, singers and blowers =
all types of musici e« Almajiri is a person whose daily
well being depends on a door to door begging - with or
without the usual calabash {(bowl)., He may be a disciple
(student) of a Koranic Mallam or a disabled individual
the blind, leper and the lame, Of these two groups, the
first group (students) merit the name almajizai better
than the second who may be termed MAB/DRATA i.e. begg

or M/SU BiRA.
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CHAPTIR III
THZ DROUGHT 1970-74

Quotes
I. "The history of mankind is one of continugwus

developnent from the realm of nccessity to
the realm of freedom., This process is never
ending. "ChowEnlai,
IT. Where as cach adult non human vertebrate
is a self sufficient subsistance unit, a
large percenta ge of a human's energy
expenditure goos to feeding others, and a
large percentage of an individuals consumption
tion is of food produced by others; "Lee.
(g_ss;__ﬁ : In the previous chapter, I menticned the
camouflage by snall aninals and mggration by the big
ones; the shedding of leaves to reducc stonata expo-
sure and the development of scales to hide ghlorophyll bty
plants. These are 2ll gtrategies which happen normally
and are under taken by the organisnms in order to

escape being made inbe food and to conscrve moisture.
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These yhcng:::ggnare normal every ycor within the cir-
cunscribed arca, and when difficulties started becanme
8o accentunted thot not only these, but ecven the humans
within the enclave had to do something different. In
ordor to appreciate fully the enomity of the suffering,
it is neccessary to look through the period 1970-74
carefully; always remembering the fauna and vegetational
situation discussed in chapter IT.

It is neccssary to do so bccaus%,as W. illan
80Y8, “4 drought must be peclated to the physieal,
econonic and goclal conditions of the environmont at
the time of its accuroncal” ("Church and Dalby 1973:16).
Thus againstthe back-ground described in chapter I1 the
drought canec, Whon it did, and becausc people were
already aware of the nature of the territory in which
they live, they had semc grains acoumilated over the !
'fat! yoars. In 1970,the dfhster storted by an ocarly
<§::;i§§hbf rain. In this year, only sone of the crops
mostly of guineca corn varicty failed. Guinea corn in
this area is not a major food item mnillet is the only
food grain extensively used all over the division-
including the rice growing fadama arcas. Rice is used

in mest houscs when there is 2 special oceasion such as
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the Sallah or other festival dnys, marriage and naming
ceremonics or when there is a respected visitor in the
house. Rice is, also like &roundnut and cowpea:=- Wake
congidercd to be a money carning crop and the farmers
usually sold most of it to be transported to Xano,

Jos, Maiduguri, Azare and sometimes to as far away
places as Sokoto by means of lorries and the railway.
Guinen corn is a food item only when there is no millét
or an - occasional change of diet. It is usually fed
to domestic animals like horse, donkey poultry, goats,
shecp and cattle where these are not too many, on
nornal occasions, '

Because of this, people did not worry cbout the
early cessation of rain, since there was food and there
was grass for the livestock. Thierchicf worry was
water; which was o normal problem year in year out cxce=
pt that in this year they were nade to deepen the wells
and water holes a littlec more than usual. The second
year, 1971; was worse since the rains started late and
atopped ezrly. The grzas, scone of which did not mature
enough to have wiable sceds in the previous season before
the rains stopped; wos less in growth and those that
grew were gtunted by lack of rain,
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Only grasses like the prickly bur, penigetum and comb
fringe grew well., The growth of cven these, was in
patcher or stretches and not as profuse as usual, The
fajilure of the guinea corn crop in the previous

geason had nccessitated the use of millet under an
ebnormal condition. ibnormal because it was rarc to

feed these domestic animals and birds, which are useful
with nillet. It was also gbnormal becausc now the
people had to uvse millat iZEtgagf guinea corn as an
exchange with the fulani hawkers for milk, So that the
failure of guinca corn, even though agriculturally and
as 1t concerns food was hot significant, crcated a big
constraint in 1971, when it was scen that not only the
previous gield wos uscd up but also that the millet
rescrved over the years had also gone down, Amowng a
people, who, according to my questiomaire arc peasant
and only 5% have an cxtra source of income above ¥60,00
per week with up to 55% of then dcpending on farming
and farm produce for their entire well-being, this is
a real danger.

Inspite of this rain shortage, diminishing of
reserves and the problem of getting raw cash with

which to buy neccessities however, the suffering could



70

not have been as great as it had been for places to
the south of the lattitude 12.5°N.; were it not for
the unexpected arrival of herder migrants from the
north. These migrants literally invaded the whole
division soon after harvest and became additional
human and livestock mouths that have to be fed,

Some of these herder migrants are said to have
travelled with thelr families and livestock from
Zunguri, Gudunaria, Abaram, Zangari and villages and
small towns to the north of these villages of Niger
Republic., These migrants popularly known as Alagamba
(anacaMBA) 17 were not the only invadems . of the
division during the crisis period even though they
congtitute the most conspicuous group due to their
way of life which recsemble that of the nomadie
Fulani. Other nigrants came from the Nguru development

area to the north and Geidam development area to the

17 Alagamba ag an ethnic group were distinct and con-
gpicuous duc to their manncr of adorning their hair

with beads abd the males use loin gkiné& even when they
wear jumpers or nothing else. They were also distincet
because unlike the other ethnic %roups, they did not
have friends or kins in Bade at the time of their

arrival. The Buzu, cBpecially the Mangi] have had
reletives living in Bade ever before disaster started.
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east and north-ctot of $he Bade,Statisticsof migrants
showed 407: of totnl nigronts in tho quostionsire to hove
cone from within Borno Provincc while only 15, are
nigrants fron Niger Republic.

Other ideantificd nigrant ctinie groups include
the Buzu, lMangn ~né sonc fulani. However thesc others
have been known to frequent the division whicli 18 on
thoir path of potnsh trnde. Thoy (the Buzu) carry the
potash fron the nines of Moori, Yanla, Gurselik, Karagu
and others on the Niger = Nigerian border; through
Bade division to Fotiskun in Fika division, eca cancls,
The Manga group uwsc the sanc pnth for the same commodity
using donkeys @s tronsport ncchaniens instead of conels,
Only o fow ﬂllani vho own canecle without cattlc engage
in this type of business., The ..lagonbo group visited
Bade 1last in 1951 when the same type of disaster forced
then to spread southwords in order to lccep theodir lives-
tock and fomilics alive. The migration which was a
nere trickle in 1971 stepped up carly 1972 ~nd continucd
throughout into 1973. Nost of thon owmed livestoek in
the form of enttle, shecep 7nd goots; those lived o

nonrdic way of 1life like the fulani who hiwd all along
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been in the division. There were also those who lost
their livestocl, these together with the Buzu group
settled in the villages and participated as bect they
could in the nornal 1life of the village - twining ropes,
making mats, carrying louad for pay, -nd or in the town
as petty traders, watdhmen, smiths and labourers.

There were still some 'of them who @fter a short stay
found it necessary to procede with $heirmovements into
Damaturu developnent .area, Pika division and Natagum
emirate., Some of them, however, who neither continued
with fheir soutlward movement nor took up a specific
trade could, up to 3eptember 1975, be found begging for
alms in the norket, strect, hunon and publie places,
These addition~]l nnd unplanned for mouths had to he Ted
and the persons accommodated1ﬁ +0 that the little groin
which was then available, wrs shored between fomilics
the scttled ond nigrent alike, This sharing, in some
coses wos free, in other cases, it was an exchange for
noney ond in yet sonc other cases, it was a loan to be paid

in cash or with grain ot the tine of harvest;

18, Bade custon & tradition dictates th-t a stranger in
oncs house is like one's brothcr, with whom cverything

magt he shared for the benefit of all, This is so becruce
one is considered to be a straanger within the first scven
doys of his arrival only. Aftcr thot he hecones assinil.ted
or coerced into the ways of the villa-e or town,
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or grains given in exchange for livestock, The exchange
of grain in yet other cases was for household services, or
for normal labour service when neither cash nor any of
the naterial forus of paymnent wes to be have,

Because of the people's optimism in their hope for
a better next yerr, and as o result of the increcaded
nunber th.t had to depend on the ncagre reserved grain,
the supply w-s quickly exhausted to the extent that
farners werce herdly able to preserve the next secasons
secds, So th:t in late June of 1972 when the rains,
should have cone, but did not; manyfarmers for fear of
being forced to consume their sced groins before the
coning of the rains, decided to dry sow thc sceds,
After dry sowing, the wind blew sand over some, inscets
and birds renoved nuch, Other grain coting organiens
nade their '‘small harvest! in "tine of scarcity: so that
by the niddle of July 1972 when the raina came, germinntion
wes not good at 2ll; in some coscs thei® was not even
any germination, This loss of secds and the lateness of
the rain causcd panic to grip the wholc society, This
panic wos cvidenced by the revivol of long discarded
superstitions ~nd rituals in hiding ~t first and later
in thc open,
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Religion of =11 types scw a boost and becaume the puch t:lked
about "opioumof the poople”, which gives the people the
courasze to cven tolk) This period saw on unprecidentoea
slaughter and killing of sheep, goats nnd poulty as 2lno
offerings for appecagenent of gods and ancesters and

for food. Amulets and other chornas were produeccd, bought
and sold; %o be brandished in certsin places infront of
certain people and to be buricd in the farms ikually in
the eentre; and to be buricd or hung in the housc,

People were colled witches ond wizards: they wore terci-
lessly beaten and in some cases even driven out of the
villoges. Collapsed, long forgottoen ancestors' graves
were revisited, roonde and groves of unknown persons
also buried., Chority, the foar of God and gods, the

fear of spirits both evil and good were rampand..

A SOCIETY IN PANIC

People snw ghosts of their long dead ancesters in
theiy sleep as dreans, and in broad day &ight duc to
helueination, exhaustion ond fatigue ond in sore eases
stark hunger, Doily, the village  gattherced cutside the
villages - nostly on the castern and southern cdges of

the village to read Tron the holy books in supplicatieon
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to God for rain, Those that believe in gods also did

the same in their own way. Women wore men's clothes

and pretended to carry on with the husbands normal busi-
ness -~ golng through a lot of movements and miming ~

all along singing in a loud chorus, They did this in the
morning, afternoon and evening for days! before the rain
finally came on 21st July, 1972, The local authority
then came quickly to the ypgsoue - because it was an open
secret that farmers at that time had ne more grains to
sow, The local authority distributed seeds at subsidised
rate and even this, had to be an loan for payment in

cash at harvest time; so that the local authority may
utilisze the money to buy new grains for storage against
another lean period,

This second sowing also did not show a good germinaw
tion, Many theories were profounded as to the reason
for the poor germination, The agricultural department
of the local authority ~ when ogontactad = suggested
that the poor germination could have been either as a
result of long storage of seed grains during which 1%s
viability diminished or that because the farmers
needed the grains for food, they put only a few seeds
in the holes and burried pressing the earth back hardj;

or a combination of the two factors, It was reported
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thot elthoush the germincotion wog generally poor it wos
relatively fair in wvillage nrcos of Jokusko, Iafiyn lei
loi, Gidgid, Muguran and Chirowe ~and that it wos very
poor or none at 21l in northeran village nrers Jike Bizi,
Anshi, Dowayo, Dagone, Dachiy~, Usur nnd Gashu'a itself,
The rain 2lso in anddition to being irresular stopped
corly, so that the horvest - porticul~rly in the north-
ern geetion of the division was poinly of stalks: since
the roin did not last longs enough for the crops to nture,
The few that natured were reﬂeved;:g; ficld ever hefore
harveast tine, The southern scction of the division in
comparison to the no:. th node a podest harvest, In the
year 1971 i.e. 1971/72 - plantins scason the total
harvest for rillet in the whole, wos 6555,60 tons for

the whole division at the rate of 20 sacks cach welishing
approxinately 112Ibs per ton., The harvest for Guinen
corn for thc sare period wng 851,40 tons, Groundnut -
1160,10 tons, Rice - 3274,05 tons and cow pen 193,80 tons,
The horvest for 1972 i.e. the 1972/73 planting secnson,
can best be secn as o conporisén ngninst the 1971 horvent

in o toble forn ns shown below,
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CROP YEAR IN TONS
1971 1972 LOSS
Millet 6555, 60 1112,85 |} 64442,75
Guinea Corn 851,40 105,70 745 470
Ground nut 1160,10 106,55 1053,55
Rice 3274,05 501,85 2772420
Cow Pea 193,80 25470 168,10

Table produced from figures per village area

compiled as a

department,

survey by Bade Local Authority Agricultural

The situation in 1972 in Bade division was as bad
if not worse than it was in the whole of Northern Sava=-
nnah Zone of Nipgeria which received so much attention
to the extent of meriting & comment like the one reproduced
below in a London conference on the drought: (Dalby; 19733
pP. 96).
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"It would be fair to say that the severity

of the drought was @uch that even 'drought
resistent crops! would not have produced any
Yield in the drought affected areag, This was
because 3 = 4 wecks of drought occurred at the
time when the crops were forming their yields,
"{Dalby and Harrison Church; 1973 : 96).

Against this picture of poor harvest, came the harsh
dry season exhibiting even more severity than was earlier
described, People were poor, hungry and tired but for
love of life they had tc keep up courage, for love of
the loved ones, they had to maintain a balance, search
for food and pretend happiness which they did not feel,
In the midst of this égos, came the tax man requesting

for an immediate payment of the annual head tax,

THE TAX MUBT BE PAID

The people were threatened with imprisonment in
lieu of payment, For fear of shame and the suffering
of the loved ones, the house hold heads, had to cough
out the money, The severity of the dpy season was 8o
intence that ponds, lakes andstreams juickly dried upj

the grass which was in any case not laxnriant in growth
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withered and perished, water table in rivers and wells
receded far below the normal level and the number of
migrants increased, By 1973 pecple and livestock were
atstarvation point, Because the harvest was poor, the
local authority did not get her money hack and thus
did not buy any more grains for reservation and the
existing reserve had long been exhausted., Inspite of
the threat, tax collection which together with cattle
tax (Jangali) formed the main source of revenue, was not
a success, At the beginning, thinking that the people
were deliverately refusing to pay, the local authority
agents started implementing the threats they had issued
garlier of 'pay or prison', Many were thrown into Jjail
and very soon the jail house was full of sad/happy tax
prisoners, They were sad because they were not sure
how their relations outside were faring and were happy
becauge even though in custody, they were now able to
feed on three square meals aday, There was weeping and
wailing in the jail house day and night from those
anticipating the death, for starration, of kins,

The prison became almost like a mad house, After

sometime however, the local authority realised that
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she was wasting a lot of funds and doing a lot of
injustice, in the process, to other family members whose
heads had been imprisoned, Such family heads were
released along with others whose relatives had been
able tc secure the money and those whose promise to pay
when they were in position to do so, were accepted,
thereby reducing prisonmaintainance costs and congestion,
*noise, filth and human indignity,

IN THE GRIP OF DROUCHT

*In villages and hamlets, the little grain obtained
through the harvest of the wild growing hungry rice, =
bull rush and fruits had already been exhausted, Very
soon the result of the learning internalised - during
the tax imprinsonment, started to y4#ld fruits - for

people threw all care to the winds and took to atealing

*Note = The above facts were obtained from a reformed
criminal living in Jaba but interviewed in Ngeljabe on
Monday - 22nd dey of September 1975, He claims to have
been serving the last months of his three year sentence
in 1973 for a reason he refused to disclose - but cone
tinbed to insist on the genuineness of his reformation
He secmed to be well known by everybody who is sogebady
in Ngeljabe. This story is also corraborated by another
respondent in Jakusko on thursday 25th Sept, 1975
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food commodities -~ by forming elaborate plans as if they
were stealing some thing other than foocd, The custom
of removing bran from grains to sell to the nomads in
exchange for cash, milk or butter was completely stopped,
since, this bran alsoc became a food item which not all
families could boast of possessing, .+ The herders who
used to give it te the livestock started to use bran
for themselves, later they could not even see it to buy.

Water became an expensive commodity; selling at 10 =
30 kobo for two kerosine tinsg in both towne and villages,
especially in the villages and hamlets where humans and
livestock competed unfavourably at the repidly dwindling
ponds and receding wells, The searcity of water created
a condition whereby the cows could not eat well and thus
could not produce the necessary milk needed by the herders
for food and cash and the non herders for food., The
livestock and their owners shrivelled and became lethe
agic, They could not get water to help whet their apetite
and even when they had the apetite the grass was not
there., Cattle started to eat roots of grasses and small
shrubs whose leaves had long been eaten or broken under-
foot, This necessarily forced the cattle to take in

the roots slong with some undigestible earth and s tones;
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and which - accumtlate in the gizzerd, the omasun and

the abomasun of the cow to cause death, Many cows and
other livestock died this way}and the deaths as a result
of this and othcr causes were sc rappant that whem the
reports reached Maiduguri, = decision to take the census
of livestock drought deaths was reached and the letter/
circular below was zent out to all provincial, Divisional
and Touring area Veterinary Officers, The letter which
was written on 16th June, 1973 under the reference No,

VSD/ANI/102/1 runs inter alias ' ﬂ;

"DROUGHT"

"I am <irccted to inform you that the present
drought has affected livestock in all the provinces
of the state in one way or the other and as a result,
some livestock died and other have to be slaughtered,
We want to have as clear a picture as is possible
of our logsesh,

2, " I enclose with this letter, a proforma
which should be stencilled and sent to all towns,
villages, and hamlets in your province, For this

exercise all livestock workers hoth local authority
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and government should participate, Workers
in slaughter slabs, slaughter houses and
abattoirs should give comparative figures
from October to December 1972 and January to

June 1973n,

3¢ "Forced slaughter, and death from stare
vation in villages and hamlets that have no
sloughter slabs should be reported beneath or
behind the form of the nearest reporting
slaughter slab, Please note that only figures
of animals that die as a result of the drought
are required in this case, And not animal
slaughtered for ceremonial purpose or disease",

4e "The data collected should please be
compdled and sent to us division by division,
The proforma should not be rigid and can be
altered where and when required, The exercise
should please continue until conditions return
te normal¥,

Sgde = Alhaji Yakubu Gana



THE HUMAN FACTOR

The situation as regards humqugfwas no better
during the same period = 1973, In this period only
the most wealthy families were in position to give their
members « in the villages = a meal of cassava or sweet
potate twice a day, In some families only the childpen
were given meals once everyday, the adults had to go
a whole day or even two days without any meal except
water; because there was nothing to eat in the house
and there was no money to buy from the market, In a
few cases people had the money but could not get anye
thing to buy, The situation was so bad that even the
dispensaries (therc are five in the divisiona'which
prior to then few people bothered to attend, started
to experience greater attendance and the complaints
were mainly hunger type or sickness which « nutritional
deficiency had agravated, The dispensers in these
dispensaries helped as best they could in most cases
prescribing and issuing vitamin tablets which soon
became scarce all over the whole division and the local
authority had no money to buy more, In the year 1972

January to December the five dispensaries together handled
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a total of 32,646 cases, in 1973 it rose to 38,355 and
fell down in 1974 to 34,480 cases, From the monthly
returms of the five dispensarics for the three years
shovm above the following table was prepared in percen-

tages,

__BADERI DISPENSARY ATTENDANCE
1972 = 74

Table 5 : III

FIGURES GIVEN AS % OF TOTALS

TOTAL CASES | STOMACH 1pENTIFIED | OFHERS
PECORDED ACHE ANAEMIA
CASES
1972 22646 22:53% 2743 50,04
1973 38355 41,00 32,80 26,20
1974 34480 22,26 29,98 37,76

Most of the stomach ache and anaemia cases were
refered to the General Hospital in Nguru where an
official said that, the hospital staff had sometimes
to tale & bedford lorry in returning the refered cases

back to Gashu'a due to lack of space in the hospital
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It was a difficult and terrifying situation which
reached the Zenith of human endurance, And like the
American drought of 1900 = 1901, "the Govermment appears
to have been taken by surprise and the severity of the
calamity was not recognised until it was too late,"
(Tannenill: 1947 : 18), In Baderi belatedly the governe
ment through the local authority started enquiries in
June 1973 to ASCERTAIN THE SEVERITY of the crises,

These enquiries did not yield any dividend for the
people until September, 1973 = even though the Federal
Government had been sald to have voted the sum of ten
million naira for relief services to the whole of the
disaster area, as early as January 1973, ('Church &
Dalby 1973 : 94). The assistance (millet and guinea
corn)}when tt came, it was grossly inadequate because

it was anforced that every house hold head was to buy

not more than three mudus, approximately (15 1bs) at

a time, One can imagine how far three mudus of millet
or guinea corn would last in a hunger ¥avished house
hold of five members omly, There were houses containing
eight to ten souls, To compound it, even these three
mudus were supposed to last one week before one can

buy some more,
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This agravated the situation which calminated
into an exodus of both nomadic and settled peoples The
rains in 1973 were poor as in 1972 and because there
was a carry over of the problems of water and grasses,
migrations could not have been avoided, These that
remained behind lived in desolate villages abandoned
by the inhabitants who were away in search of food,

Up to the time of conducting this research interview =
September 1975 not all the inhabitants of the descrted
villages returmed, How did the people survive the
crises? How viere they able toc maintain a modicum

of trade.,= buy and sell? How was the vegetation and
fauna partialldy rejuvensted? We shall attempt to

answer some of these questions in chapter IV,



CHAPTER 1V, THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL

QUOTESS I, "we=== all men, in varrying degrees, are
responsive to changes in the world about
them, .8 they strive to catch up with this
changing world, they find themselves with
case, or with difficulty, with ready accep=
tance or with extreme reluctance changing
their attitudes, This is the individual
and psychological accompaniment of social
change, social upheaval, and the rise and
fall of societies and cultures," ~(Kretch,
et aly 1962 : 215).

- ~ II, "--=w= populations are generally sparce,
mobile and poor = and achieve security by
investing in social relations rather than in
capital goods, equipment or land; says
Nicholas David (Dalby and Harrisonchurch,
1973 : 85)

111, Fosbroke quotes Nyerere =- "My own experience

suggests that our peeple in the rural areas are

prepared to work together for their common
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good === the problem is not the principles

the problem 1s that of getting people to adopt
practices which retain the central ideas(of
mutual self help) at the same time as they
allow for development and growth, "{Dalby

and Harrison Church, 1973 : 101=2),

MIGRATIONS .

From early 1973, finding that pasture was becoming
less and less available, grains for human consumption
hard to secure, and their hosts becoming more and more
poor, the migrants particularly - the Alagamba from
Niger Rgpublic, moved south=eastwards out of Baderi
into Damaturu development area and to the south, into
Fika division, At about this time also, other people

non = in - migrants* to Baderi - like the Abore, Bokoloji

and the Udabe -~ whose livestock provided the bulk of
Baderi Jangali (cattle tax): Joined the multitude flec=-
ing south to escape the cruel grip of hunger for then-

selves and certain death for their livestock, 1t is

# (Non=in-migrants) becquse even at normal times
these go on annual migrations - but not so early as
at this period,
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worth notying that, the -~ arrival of the migrants into
Baderl in 1972 had swelled up the population of both the
people and their livestock and this had necessarily
meant an increasei?évenue to the local authorityj so
that, this-ocut-migration of the people along with their
livestock should be seen as a reduction in the annqﬂal
and weekly income 19 of the local authority, This was
not all, but other people also who were non nomads and
who were finding it hard to provide the daily needs =
for the sustainance of their families and themselves, but
who considered it shameful to declare their problems as
the others did, found refuge in religion, They decided
to make the pilgrimage to Mecca, At this time 1973,

20 there was much talk that

according to an informant,
it was more profitable to walk to Mecca than to travel

there on horseback or by lorry, Many people bellevedthis,

19, The annual Jangali (cattle tax) is subvented by a
weekly ly collection Irom the gales of livestock in markets,
For every goat 3 Kobo is paid to the L,Aj; sheep fetches

5 Kobo and a cow 20 Kobo = in every village market in
Baderi -~ before Jangali was cancelled,

20, The informant, Adamu Kabalju -« went to as far as
Ndjemina before returning home without success in 1974,



9.

and started the Journey « some as a camouflage for their
- difficulties and others in genuine belief, They soon
discovered that the Jjourney to Mecca on foot was much

easier said than done - for many of them were not able

'_ to go even beyond Ndjemena (Fort Lamy), The condition

in Ndjemina was so severe that those who were able,
- guickly found their way back home ~ so that by September
1975 quite a number of them had returned without achiev=
ing the objective of their leaving home,

But inspite of their return, damage had already
been done i,e. the accentuation of loss of revenuc by
the local authority in 1973 and 1974 as a result of their
abortive migration had already occurred, However, because
of the difficulty of having to Jjourney through unknown
territory, these people in most cases did not go with
their wives and children. The inmigrants of 1973/74
from Nguru and Galdam development areas as well as from
Hadejia emirate had a greater population of women and
children, This may be attributed to the good fishing
available then, at lake chadj since, Hadejia people
were noted fishermen as some of the people in Baderi
were, as well as the factors mentioned earlier on, So

that by Septemher 1975 the situation as recorded is
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shown by the table below:

Table 6 ¢ IV

1 YEAR POPULATION TAX PAYERS

Table compated 1970/71 80435 10047
From Local 1971/72 88837 21768
Authority Tax 1972/73 105056 27923
list 1970 = 74 # | 1973/74 111632 19585
1974/75 39666 17560

From the above table, it can be seen that although
there was an increase in population of 6576* persons or
6.50%; the decrease in the number of tax payers was 8338
or 31% in 1973:; and this went down again in 1974 as a
result of the difficulties encountered in the previous
year, As a result of this shortage in head and cattle
tax, the local authcrit%’like the population it controlled,
started using its savings to meet its recurrent expenses,
The savings was not much to bepgin with, and so very soon
it dwindled to zeroj so that the local authority found
it very difficult to meet even the recurrent expenditure

from its own resources, In order to maintain its essen=
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tial services, many daily rated staff had teo lose their

Jobs; as fer example; at the beginning of 1973, the

15 persons whose duty it was to see to the cleanliness

of the towm's (Gashu'a) main market were reduced to 8

by August 1974. The six labourers cleaning the motor

pargigzlved and the 25 street cleaners had 13 of their

number laid off - while the 22 road works labourers

were reduced to 9.. .

The permanent staff did not fare any better
although none was displaced, their pay was';ot as regular
as it used to be, The normal date for salary payments
was the 25th day of every monthj; the crises changed this
to any date that the locsl authority could raise some
funds, This, somectimes extended up to the 10th = 15th
day of the next month,

As a result of this = realisation of the people's
suffering the local authority released the ban on cutting
wood from one of the local authority forest and game
reserves, This reserve is situated around Lafiyaza loi - loi
about 70 km. to the south of Gashu'a the divisional heade
quarters, This was an opportune gesture both from theview

point of the people and that of the local authority

itself, For, with this relaxation people found a new
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hope and energetically embarked on the felling of trees
of palmyra and doum palm, which were then split into
beams to make building poles (Azara)., Each beam sold
at 40K, Other trees within the reserve that could not
be made into poles were cut into posts {gofa) and fire
wood which became a lucrative occupation, Very soon
this thickly wooded reserve became a wide open space
(up to the end of ones vision); which left the nests,
the river course and the underbrush exposed to the merci-
less heat and strong dry winds, These soon dried up
and the small and lorge animals that were taking refuge
in the forest, graced the pots end finally the stomachs
of the people, Ostrich and ostrich eggs which were
hither to protected, became an ordinary diet in many
homes, People, having obtained money from the sale of
their poles posts and fire wood, Ostrich and other animals -
all of which were previously protected by the local autho-
rity forest reserve edi@t of 1964; were now able to
afford better meals of grains and were able to buy better
clothes and other necessities, Since these trees were
protected, it became necessary to charge a small fee of
N3,50 per month - for every individual who wanted to fell
down trees « be it for sale cr for his own house constre

uction, Through this fee paying - the local authority
was able to realise a revenue of ¥4,000,00 in 1973 and
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A POPULATION TN SEARCH OF FOOD

In other parts oI the division however, the story
was different; because these other parts did not have
doum and palmyra palm trees and the few chew stick trees,
desert date and Jujube trees - were, inspite of their
being inadequate and unprotected, quickly exhausted.
They soon became fire wood and housc congtruction poles,
This meant that the revenue the people obtained from the
sales of these trec « products was very small and soon
used up and theds w8 no grain. Thus the people had
to revert to the old methods of survival through the
eating of leaves Ifrom cordia, leptodenia, gynandropsis,
cassia tora, capparis, stylochiton, baobab, edible
stemmed vine to negro coffee as food. These were either
cooked -~ as they were = and eaten or combined with a
1little amount of grain or grain flour - 1if available =~
or their leaves may be dricd and pounded so that the

flour is made into a watery (Cwate) paste. Fruit from

e
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desert date, spina christi, baobab, custard apple, sand

peper tree, gardenia, cordia, deterium, plum tree, termi=-
nalé, bl@ck and african plum trees and capparis saved
many lives, These fruits, like the leaves were either
consumed intheir ripe form or dried, In a few cases,
fruits such as the desert date, spina christi, baobab, Jjujube
and doum palm which in addition to the edible pericarp
and the mes#®carp; have a stone in the centre which when
broken expocses the soft edible seed,~ were highly treae
sured, so that their consumption took place where every
stone could be accounted for, Such fruits when obtained
were either eaten, sucked - as one suckRs pepper mints

or the sugery useful part is made to disa&ﬁ@ in water
which 1s then drunk, The seeds when obtained, could

be eaten raw or roasted like groundnut, or cooked, They
could also be pounded into flour for making gruel, and
other local dishes, The barks and roots of the trees
listed were also food, except the barks and leaves of

doum palm which are too codrse and tough,

THE ECONOMIC FACTOR

As an alternative to the fﬁlling of trees for poles,

posts and firewood, others, especially the Bade group
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and some Fulanil Jjoined the Buzu and Manga ethnic groups
to make the potash trade more competitive, Potash and
salt (Mongul) were transported from the Niger border by
camels, donkeys and oxen = to Gashu'a and further south to
Potiskum, But as the trade developed and its lucrative
nature was recognised, lorries replaced the beasts of
burden which in any case were slow and ineffective and
were (except the donkeys) pood source of meat, Thus
the potash trade transformed from a simple occupation
which needed only animals as carriefS and #¥2 - 3,00 as
capital, to a booming trade which demanded hundreds of
naira as capital and a capacity te calculate costs and
gains in order to out do the other competitors, During
this period also dry meat (Banda) making saw a boost
just as it was in America that "the lack of pasturage
in the south-west led to a record breaking shipwent of
cattle and Logs to market at Kansas City. Here, the
receipts for July 1901 exceeded those of July 1900 by
263,000 head, 7The animals were shipped not because the
market wanted them, nor because they were in the best
condition, but simply because of their owner's inability
to feed them,* (Tannehill; 1947 : 19). = S0 was it
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here in Baderi, Many of the cattle were railed south =
their last destination, number - and the revenue they
fetched = can conveniently be another topic for research,
However, those which were not railed, transported by
lorry or driven alive, were slaughtered to make banda,
At this period, 1972 ~ 1973 - 4 some of the cattle
owners lost all their herd (s). Four of my respondents
testified that before the drought, they owned 150,248,79
and 307 hends of cattle respectively, The one:' with 79
and 150 heads ~ claimed to have lost all their cattle,
while che remaining two - 248 and 307 said, they had
only 52 and 100 heads of cattle left in September, 1975,
All four claimed to have so0ld not more than half of
their losses, The rest were said to have either died
or been lost in the wilderness,

The following table compiled from figures of
emergency slaughter = collected by the Bedde Veterinary
dept, in response to a circular from Maiduguri (reprodu-
ced in chapter III) shows a clearer picture of livestock
loss, The record covers slaughters from 1st October
1973 to 30th June 1974 - only, 1t does not include
normal slaupghter for consumption or for ceremoniel

purposes,
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39,

YEAR NO.CATTLE N0, SHEEP NO. GOATS
1972/73 38,132 8,628 33,777
1973/ 74 13,421 - -
1972 - 74 ] 51,553 8,628 35’7?7_j

As per Bedde Vet. Dept, file No. VBE/DRQO/35/1/4.,

By reason of the data collected, 1 have the incli-

nation to believe that an almost equivalent number of

livestock had died or been slaughtered unrecorded by

the local authority officials,

To a question T put

to the veterinary supecrvisor, he replied that, “my

boys in the villages had instructions to record only

those animals they themselves saw slaughtered, they

were not Lo record on the basis of information.,® So

that in view of this table and in view ¢f the statement

made by Tannehill and which I adopted, the rise in the

number of Banda licence holders, should be an anticipated

oCcourrerice = as

shown helow?
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Table 8 3 IV

——

YEAR OLD NEW TOTAL
As per Dedde Local 1972 15 32 L7
futhority Health 1973 &7 18 62 |
Dept, FFile Mo 3 y 1974 27 - 27
HB/DM/12/4, ; 1975 11 - 11 E
L L o l 1

By 1974, the number of emergency slaughter and
death had greatly reduced due to the fact that sheep
and pgoats were nowhere to be found - while the cattle
population had become greatly depleted due to death and
migrations, In addition, in the period 1973/74, there
came intc being a substitute source of meat -« for which
the people did not need to register or take any (permit)
licence from the local authority, These were donkeys,
horses and dogs, - Donkey and horse eating is a social
and relipgious taboo, while the eating of dogs is a pro=
hibited act, 'IThis made the killing of these animals to
be done in secret - at night in the bush, The meat was
transported to where it would be dried or smoked into

Banda at night; so that by morning, the usual first
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boiling should have taken place and no one can recognize
the differende betwecn taboo and non taboo meat; i.e,
between donkey or horse and cow or sheep meat, However,
towards the end of 1973, this got to the ears of the
local authority and an cdict was passed which discoure
aged the killing of donkeys and horses within Baderi
territory and which necessitated the burying of all

such animals when they meet thelr natural death,

Thus the killing having been discouraged, the
people took to transporting these animals (donkeys and
horses) 'live! out of Baderi, One informant asserts
that these animals were sent to the eastern state of

southern Nigeria, where they sold highly,

MAN MUST EAT, A4S MAN MUST LIVE,

As the hardship continued, the people = in order
to live, started eating such animals designated KARAHIYA i
(prohibited) ~ as hyenas, foxes, cats, and dogs because
the edict did not affect these animals snakes, monitor
lizards, squi;gls, hares and other small animals were
hunted day;mx?rﬁJﬁt -~ and children were made to dig mud

water beds for endettdted hibermating mud fish, earth
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worm, and other molsture loving ofganisms ~ including
snails and frogs, Dven some adults participated in

this mud raking and collected encrusted water 1lily secds
(fruits) and roots (rhisomes) stems and leaves having
withered to nothing, Driced water lettuce did not escape
the attention of these mud ddggers = who found, like in
the case of water lily, that the seeds and roots =
(rhisomes) could be ground into flour and eaten or sold
for money, Heither did insect holes and hills which

were destroyed because of their grain content « escape,

Plants like horse raddish trce and leptodsnia -
which were neglected before - due to their abundance in
almost every home, becgmed scarce and coveted commodities -
since - they were not only hunger killing butl also
money fetching, No part of horse raqﬂish, leptodenia
" hibicus, sorri@l, cassia tora and pynandr@psis was

"~ thrown away as useless, They formed good diet and

. economic resource,

. |I
B VALUE VERSUS LIFE

It wag rcported that, at this time = 1973 - to own

‘a canava or sweet potatu farm was like owning the whole
world - since one would regularly be receiving visits
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from those considered to be the society elite at night
and by day, from almost every body. To refuse to give
would be going against a cultural life time of sociali=-
zation = and to continue to give would be to invite
disaster for one self and fomily, To compromise the

22 nmethod from

dilemma, the people borrowed the KURFI
the mat makers = 80 thrt - the household head with these
commodities could comfortably hide im his kurfi and
members of his house hold would declare him absent within
his own hearing, thus, very easily getting rid of unwel=
come visitors without loss of face orviolation of a
tradition, His commodity also escapes going into un-
planned for stomachs, Because of his powerful position
of owning everything in his houscehold, including the
'people', the household heads!' word is law which every
cne in the house has to obey = and because of this, no
one would dare disclose anything the head wants hidden,

So that while in hiding, the individual was free to pursue

his own trade,unmolested and unotlsed by inquisitive

22, Kurfi is 2 hole dog « about 2 metres deep and another

2 metres diametre, The top is covered with Zana mat leaving
3 small square or round opening of about 30 sq., cm, = on
three sides amd about 60 sg, cm, on the fourth side « which
forms the entrance, The Zana mat itself is first covered
with husks of millet, ricc or groundnut and on to this

earth is spread, Rain does not pehetrate this cover, and
the kurfi construction on an elevated ground prevents
flooding. The kurfi is usuvally dry and cool,
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eyes, Because 'he was not in town! (according to members
of his house hold), he would not attend the village market
where he would be seen by others from outside the house
thereby meking his own pecople to appear liers, If he
had any commodity for sale, he took such commodities to
the markets of the neighbouring villages where it would
be safe for him to be seen, The Journey to these
markets and back was necessarily underteken at night to
avoid meeting some village friends = for in the villages,
everyone is a friend or the fricnd of a friend, Madu
the €obler (shoe maker); Hassan, the mat and rope makerj
Dukar, the local 'loom! weaver and Saleh a calabash
curver, insisted that this wos the practice they employed
to maintsrin food for thelr families until the cassava
and potato they had,was finished; and by then millet was
ripe and they had money from their various occupations
whilch rcceived much of their attention while in hiding,
But for the people without these commodities,
cassava and potato, it wes not so easy golng since extreme
hunger had prevented concentration on the usual occupation
which demrnds physical strength and at times mental con-

centration, The hardship increased to the extent that



105,

people with low resistance had to indulge in crimes in
order to exist, As already discussed in chapter III
these crimes started with the stealing of cooked food,
than rain and gradually built itself into real thievery
of house hold property, clothes and even livestock,23
This increase in the number of crimes necessarily ince
reased the work of court officials who witnessed (accor=
ding to them) an unprecendented number of cases since
the last ten years. The cases were not only criminal

but include som¢ civil cases too,

THE POPULATION /ND GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS

When all hope was about to be lost, there came an
assistance a kind of 'thﬂﬁ; for surely the government
did not decide to construct a road and barracks as a
result of her sympathy for the peoples! suffering, But
these pleces of work could not have come at a better
time, These constructions, the road which now links
Damaturu with Gashu'a was started early 1973, Men rushed

to the construction site and registered as labourers,

23, Discussions with some court officials in Gashula
and with a2 known criminal In Nzeljabe (already sited),
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messengers and other manual non skilled workers, This
for some time provided income to the people living mainly
on the eastern and southeastern parts of Baderi, Soon
people began to have money and food grains = enough to
send surplus back to those left behind at home, *

Later, still in 1973, construction work on police
barrzacks in Cashu'a started and this also helped people
greatly - inspite of the fact that the work wns difficult
and the pay low, Due to the large number of people turning
up to register for the work, many were sent off particu=-
larly those that looked too frail to provide any useful
service, until the police and army barracks construction
started in Npuruj; which made labourers to be &carceg,
There was an ncute competition, between the eleven
contractors, to secure as many labourers as possible -
because all were desperately in haste to complete their
contracts before the others,

Labourers converged on Nguru from Hadejia, Baderi
and even Katagum and Yusufari but they could not satisfy
the contractors necds, Also in the most part, leabourers
were r.fter better pay. Both contractors and labourers
were also aware of the Hospital construction work and a
dam construction both in Hadejiz. In both Nguru and :
Gashu'a, potash loading needed labourers and the road

.
- L]
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construction was by then a mere 56 km, from Gashu'a,

Thus labourers started to dictate their pay and bargain
with the contractors until they could find one that can
meet their compromlse, Uhey obtained the money, bought
food ~ gari, locust bean flour, semovita, semolina, bread,
fan cakes etc consumed some and despatched some home for
those who remained behind, Up to this period late 1973
very few people were able to get grains (millet) for
which the Federal Government had released #¥10,000,000,
(see chapter III),

The presence of soldiers in large numbers and great
concentration of labour most of whom'ﬁgéz without families
provided a competitive market for the unattached women
in both Gashu'a and Nguru, A respondent (Jambo Mada)
claimed that wor housewives at that time decided they
had - had enough of wmarriage life and went to the courts
for its dissolution or eloped with one of the labourers
or soldiers who had money, Very soon at these construce
tion sites drought and scarcity bensme a thing of the
past and men worked by day and enjoyed themselves in
various ways including gambling by night, It cannot
be said for certain whether or not anybody had perma=-

nently settled at these construction sites, since this
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factor has not been investigated.

From then to September 1975 construction works
continued to replace one another; for, as soon as the
road and barracks were completed, there were government,
carporation and local authority stafi houses, offices,
schoecls and other works to be have in both Gashu'a and
Nguru, So that for most parts of Baderi from latc 1973
to late 1974, the problem as it concerns money ceased
to exist. The problem became one of where to get the
grains to buy; for people were then tired of eating
leaves not to mention barks and roots, and gari was not
coming in good quantity, Nelther were scmovita, semolina
and locust hean flour coming fast ¢nough and in large
quantitities, Every one of the respondents, Including
the district heads, the lawans and some DBalamas, sald
relief was not adequate, So that from the dilemma of
having no money and no xrain, people then had money
but no grain, o .' |

Inspite of this hardship, people are said to have
stayed together, There was not recorded in any of the
responses, any incidence of total desertion of the
family by its members; those who did not go to the shores

of lake €nad, found work in large towns like Maiduguri,
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Gombe, Potiskum, and as far away as Yola, These sent

in meney regularly as did those that took up work at

the construction sites, Some times these emergency
migrants even paild brief visits to the home, to see the
loved onesa that were still there, Such visits usually
provided them with an opportunity to display their wor-
ldliness to their village friends who did not go out as

a result of instructions from elders or their own decision
to look after the house, In some cases it was poverty
which prevented movement, It was reported that even

the women that absconded from their husbands or eloped,
were kKnown to have sent money back te the husbands or

to their parents regularly, Most of these women (accor=-
ding to Jambo Mada) returned to their husbands or parents

in the rainy season of 1974,

THE INFIRM AND THE DISABLED

Throughout this period of crisis, the old people
who had no one to look after them; were taken up by
their friends and neighbours and treated as members of
the house hold, Those ~mong them who had children
elsewhere, were either sent some money and food or were

taken awey by the children to where they were living,
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Culture and tradition, even though submerged for a time,
were not completely thrown over board, so thnt towards
the end of the crisis when the labourers were sending in
moncy nnd food as regularly as they were able to have
them, thec food and money coming to a household were
shared among friends and neighbours as if it were
communally worked for, By fugust 1974, the period of
crisis could be said to have been over, for that was

the time relief grains became more abundant as a result
of the appearance of other food items like yams, potatos
etc in other parts of the state., Garl quantity as well
as cassava, locust bean flour, semovita, bread and other
food commodities flooded the markets albeit at hiph
prices, But at this time, prices were no barrier since
the money to buy was available,

o The migrant disabled (according to Dala Mute)} begged
and were given alms without i1l feeling, whenever there
was anything to give. The local disabled were retcined
by their relatives and were not allowed to beg since to
do so, was to bring disgrace to the whole family, The
blind twined ropes using doum palm leaves, made mats,

wove baskets and these were s0ld for them by members cof
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their house hold, The leper was classified: those

with raw wounds were made to stay away from people
inside their homes, whlle those whose wounds were healed
engaged in trade like any healthy person, The cripple
participated actively in all business that could be
transacted while seated, Those among the disabled

that could not do anything were retcined in their homes

by their relatives,
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SGHAPTIZR V )

CONCLUSION
The interaction bectween the people and envi-
ronment as illustroted in chapters IT and III of this
egsay constitutes a stuggle by the people for surygival
through a situation not entirely of their own making,
It was thruat upon them (the people) and 21l they could
do was to adapt themselves to the prevailing condition
inspite of the adversity.
CULTURE _AND ENVIRONMENT

In chapter II the environment has been shown to
contain meagre vegetation and is dry for most part of
the year, & condition which necessitated verious
adptations by the plants in an effort to reach unders
ground water and to reduce transpiration, Adaptation by
the faunain their effort to get food and drinking water
ag well as to escape both animrl and human hunters have
also been illustrated in chapter II. As the situation
was allenCompassing to all organisms, human beings also
had to develop their own strategics which in time
became theiz'way of lifef by which I nean, a systen of
behaviour patterm that a society evolves and practices

over tine in relation to the clirmmte and weather condition
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of its environnent, so that life may be tolerable fro
for its members, This behaviour pattern I c¢2ll CULTURE
which Murdock defines as, "the dii'ferences observable
anong behaviour habit (which) are the cumuletive products
of miss learning under diversegeographic and social
conditions" (Hollonder and Hunt3;1972:92), It should be
noted that the soeinl conditionsg refercd to ~re an
expression of the'geographic effeccts on the environment
and the people in it, Thus in Baderi the combinction of
weother and climnte acting on the environment forced the
people to evolve n woy of life which I enll their
'goeinl eulture' ond which wos entirely dependent on

the environment~l conditions,

This conclusion is reached becruse, of the two
hundred respondents on whom questioncres were adagnistered
92 indic ted their partianl independence ' fron the land
having other occupations beside forming and herding
which took up 54% of the respondents (sece table 3:1I),

As it is known the success of agriculture and herding
entirely depends on the continued generction of good
weather, The pcople hmve beconc so tied to the
environnental wenther condition that ~ny innovation which
deviates fron normel is viewed with suspision and is
usunlly rejected, Thus the cfforts of both the loeal

authority and government extension workcers wns hecded
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by only a few; the nojority continued to use the old hoe
which ennnot be expected to till the lond adequately, So
that the surplus if any ,0of food and’ money within the
goclety was too smnll to sustain a prolonged erisis
like the 1970-~74 one,
THE_ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE DROUGHT

The econonie nctivitics of the people were interrupted
by the environmnentnl dessiention illustrated in chapter II;
and thesuffering of the people in genrch of food is
shown in chapters III andIV ., The fishermen were no -
longer able to get adequote figsh for even their pots as
a result of the receding of the rivers ond the drying up
of ponds bunds ~nd tempor-ry 1 kes where fish used to be
abundant; and the fishermen hnd to migrnte <8 shown in
chopter IV to BAGA and MALAII P TORI ot the shores of .
lake obad, The wecvers of nts, hnts, nnd baskets becane
omly porticlly ensnged becouse the doun and palnyre paln
leaves they used in their work wog no longer easily
avoilabe since the roots of thege young trees had became
very pood food, The pottery mokers and house builders
were temporarily to abandon their trade for lack of water
with which to moisten the eloy to pliacbility,

Petty trading as nentioned in chnpter IV, becane
almost inpossible to even those with o fairly reasonable

eapital beeruse most of it went to the purchase of food,
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The deaths nand sloughter of thousands ofcattle and other
livestock left mwny herdsnen with little or no livestock

and now mugt look for on altern~tive occup..tion, At the
tine of this dnta collcetion this group of people(the
herders) had not recovered fron their shock, ns a result
they were not 2ble to voice their decisions of what they
hoped to do in the future, Inspite of the deaths nnd
slaughter of so n~ny livestock, lenther workers did not
receive much nttention fron the people. In addition, the
lenves and fruits the usunlly used in preporing (curing)
the lenther, ns well as the leather itself, hod then
becone food for humen consunption,

The whole society wrs very poor and very hungry

with no avenuc of getiting rny food other than the leaves
and other adoptotions mentioned in chopter IV, As also
nentioned ecrlier, even the loenl cuthority had to lay

off sone of her drily rotcd stoff and relecse 2o whole
forest rescrve for devastation in order to sccure the
necessary revenue for- the mintainonce of essential servicos
. However just ns the drought had reduccd n-ny to paupcrs
, others especinlly in the urbon centres of Gashu'a and
Jakusko, found an opportunity to becoue wealthy, As reg.rds
the ense of such 'rich~nen' who ore now paupers and the
herders who hod lost all their livestock, it is difficult
to sy with -ny certainty based on the availabe data
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what they will do or wh't has becone of them, So that

this fact and the return of nmigrrmts fron Yoke €hnd,
pilgrimnge ete, should form a good follow up topie,

The nigration of the farmecrs into neibouring and
other distriets, who forned port of the 54% discussecd
above, (whether tﬁeyreturncd or not) is bound to affect
the loenl ecomony at least tempor-rily, since, as these
return, life is bound to fecl stronge at first untill
sone readjustnents trke ploce, Inspite of nll this, it
can be said thot, the dornge "o the econony was not
extrenely severe, since by the time of this data collection
(Septerber,1975); there wos evidence of porticl recovery
« 'eny people eng-.ged in their various occupations
secned to have alrecady forgotten nbout the scourge,

POV_LTY ILLHEALTH AND STARVATION

Table 2:1I1 ond 3:1I both in chapter two are
indientors of the amount of aveilabke wealth in the society.
In ny view, it is not correct to e¢nll an individual
cultivating o nere seven cere field using s nony o8
three wives and possibly five or more other dependents
to do so, a wealthy person; neither would I eall an
individu~l with an nvernge incone of K15,00 per week as
being wealthy, An&-' 2 this noterisl) nnd finaneinl poverty,

was added ~n educational one, Up to 1974, Western Education

Education in Baderl hnd not been properly ~ccepted since
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parcnts were still toking their children away from the
divigion so ~8 to esenpe from cnrolment intc the nine
existing princry schocls; in Gashu'a, Anshi, Jokusko,
Gwio Kura and Bizi; Jaba, Tegoli, Gwayo and Gesanu, in
order of establishnent, Attendance to these schools
which was notvery good, wos further ~grovated by the
drought (sece appendix E) particularly in 1974, Thus,
not nmany pcople had tho)ﬁ privil‘fegc of even o prinary
educ~tion which could hrve trught them the ncecssity
for personal and cnvironnentol hysicne ~nd the nced for
attending the dispensary before sickress becomes severe,
With this ignorcnt boh':viour) then, came the drought-
throughout the pcriod of which there wos < scvere
fanine ~nd dQuring which, prrticularly in Janu~ryl 973 to
Moy 1974’ people becane sick in larse nunbers, They
attenptcd the loenl troo.‘cment, which could not serve the
purposc and finclly after such icknesss hod advoneced
and pecople had no noney to buy drugs of ony type, they
had to attend the dispenaaries,

So that the attendance beenme so great that the
five dispensarics in the division were doily choked
with people ecomplaining nostly of stomach ache., There ..
were also others who just went to the dispensary, sat
and starcd ot the dispenscr - unable to voice their

conplaints nnd the dispenscr hnd to diagnose the problen
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on his own initi~ntive, preseribe and treat, As sghown
in table 5:I11 of chapter three, nost of these peoples!
people 'sconplains h~d been diagnoesced as stonach ache
or anacnia, Such were mostly the cascs rofered by the
vill .ge dispenscrs to the eentral dispensary in Gashu'a,
The central dispensory in turm had refered hundreds of
cagscs to the General Hospital in Nguru where the
prescriftion was just like it wis in the village dispen
saries except thnt here the peoplc were given proteinous
foods in nddition to the vitanin tobs- for 23 weeks
depending upon the extremity of deteriorntion, My source
(2 nerber of staff in Nguru Hospital )ecould not soy
whether or not there w-s denth during the erisis but
under the circunstinces, the possibility of humcn
notility ecannot be rulcd out, This n-kcs it necessary
for the centention that, although ",..2ninel nortility
was 28 hish in 1973 as ever known but there was NO
RECORD YET of hurwn notility or EVEN DISEASE, which wno
clenrly ottributable to fanine, " = (eaptals nine) (
Mortinmore;1973:104); to be reviscd,

Considcring the distance between Goashu'a and
Nguru sone 67,2kn, it is possible thot not half of the
cascs identified as stomnch ache and anacniarlggiédin
1972, 28306 in 1973 and 21460 in 1974 hod bcen/to Ngura

and of those refered about H0% my not have been able
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authority
to go to the Hospitol; since the loecl/did not have

neny vehieles to the cxtent of leaving one attached to
the dispensory o8 on ambulance; and porticulerly in 1973
s the pecople did not have noney to pay the fire to Nguru,
Again the five dispensnrics at Gnshu'a, Anshi, Jakusko,
Gwio Kura ond Jaba are,,with the cxception of the Gashu'a
~Gwio Kura distcnce, about 55kn rcnoved from ench other
and are linkcd to the vil'nges they serve by foot paths
only, Even the rond to Nguru w-s not in ony good condition
-thug thcre wns no access to thesc dispensorics and the
hogpital for everybody th t needed to ~ttend then,

nother foctor th-t could h-ve contributed to
possiblce deaths' is the dire shortage of food which forced
pcople, "8 shown in chaptcr IV, to eat plants in fluding
the roots ond borks, to disrcg-rd tcbooness in neat
and to hide from friends in ordcer that food ray not
be sharced with then; inspite of a 1life tine of
internnlisntion of the soecinl norn of generosity and
helpfulness to fricnds, It wos said thnt the grocess
erineg an individunl eon comnit within the society
apart fron murder, wag theft, It w.s shown in Chapter IV
that this scocicl view was legs stringently applied in
the period 1972-~74; and thet cven sone family heads
engaged in this socinlly deb sed occupation in order to
fecd the fanily, In coments on fanine in Hrusaland

1973, it was stated thot ", ..poor f rners were widely
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reported to hove no sced reserve but to depend on
friends for loans or gifts; to hove no orecanimals

to scll, 211 hoving either died or almeady been sold;
and to be selling houschold goods and clothes in order
to raise cash,....g0ne foroperg could not even raise o
loan fron 2 rich former becouse they were not considered
enpeble of repoyuent," (Mortimore 1977:106), But there
wnas no nention of what happened to sueh farmers who,
like sonec of the herders in Badceri, h:.d lost everything
and were not able to secure lonns,

Thus a society '"hnt locked roney, food , good henlth,
cducation and nnterinl possessions: o society th -t went
through ~ develuation and reversal of its norms ~nd volues
could not hove escnped the crisis unsccthed, 3So thot
ingpite of the posaibility of inecurring o speeulative
error, it will he nore correct to sug cst .hat death
couldhave ocecurred unrccorded thrn to sny there wns
no death nt ~11, This is especi~lly so, since Mortirore
hingclf and A.R.Jones were reporting on the effeets of
the drought fronm 1970-77 only, ~nd since the reports
are vnlid only up to May 1973 just as this one is
valid only up to Septerber 1975, It is probably the
recognition of this shorteconing which led to the comment
that, ",..the drought is net yet over and sone judgenentis

my hove to be revised as better information is obtained,
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" (Mortinorc 1975:97). It is olso difficult now to - °
agcertain the cxtent of the social norm and value
devaluation -~nd reversal i,e, there is not cnough data
on which to base a ecategoricol conclusion that these
social phenonena were only tenpororily subnerged or that
they hove pernonently yielded to the new phenonena,
This aspect decscrves further inveetigntion,

A SOCIAL NORM _AND _VALUD iR:HOR

It hs becn shown in chopters III and IV that the
effecet of the rcecent corisis wos great enough to reverse
valucs and norns, reduce hurnn bein~s into exhibiting
unfaveourable socicl behaviour nnd lead them to the brink
of denth. But inspite of this, it h:s also be.n shown
in chapter IV thnt the infirn, the disabled and the
geriously nc.dy anong the sceicty had not been ~1lowed
to beg os the crnsc was in other parts of the country.
This nay be said to constitute 2 contradiction, but 1
sce no contradiction since thosc household heads who
stole food and other itenms that could ecsily be converted
into fooud, did so in the intereet of the housc hold in
which it wes possible to find a discbled, The sane
argunent applies to those housc hold heads who adopted
the KURFI nethod to hide their food supply,

Although the difficulty wns grent enouch, there was
not o totel desertion of kins ns shown in chapter IV

S . =
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where 1t wes reported thot, migrﬁnts returned hone
fron time to tine with food ..nd cven wives vwho
abgconded from their husbands, sone of then werc lmown
to have scnt neoncey to thesce husbands, Mony of these
absconding wives wcere also soid to hove returncu and
were accepted brek by their husbands. The reoasons
for the husbmnds acceptance of their crring wives
cannot be cotegoricnlly stated sinec the few people
intervicwed Aid not wish to comient on the lssue
which wre definitely not 2 traditionnl beh-viour.
Soon after the drought also, there w-s o fall in the ¢
crine rato, dispensary and hespit,l cttendonce gredtly
reduced and soeinl generosity and nssistonce
re~appeared. People gtopped ecting food indiscrininntely
.« So that in view of thisc meagre information it is valid
to gtnte thot fthe roversal of theac socicl norng was
nerely tenporary.

Soclnl structure h~d throughout the eorisis remnined
intact with cnly rdnor bruises, ag shown obove, which
hnd since adnost healed., But it should not be assuned that

things hod pgopened and dis-appeared complotely fronm

the society, because the newly acguired norng ore not
irmediately visible, These like the origincl norns
night have just sonce down in the foce of new life and

new hope and niny probably reappenr whon complete normaley
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is achieved, The migrntion had depleted the number of
tox payers whose returm was being speculated, wnless *
they do so , the local authority revenue will have to
be annurlly sub=ventcd by the governnent until such tine
ag other nigronts flocked into the ~rea, In conclusion,
it can be said thot the crisis cven though severe,
did not leave o permnmnent dislocotion of the sceial and

cecononiec life of the socicty,

COMPARTNG _NOTIS

Under the conditions enwcrated in chapters III

and IV,norelity cnd kinship nffilintion usunlly becone

lose - sometines tenporarily and at other tines pernonently,

In Baderi, by Septenberi975 the situation wns alnost
back to normal (by normaley here it is neant on alnost
pre-crisis situntion as se.n by the respondents). & l-rge
nvmber of the nizr-ntes hnd returned nnd,unlike Dr Polly
Hillts Batag rawe nigronts, hoad token back their farns
and houses which nt the tine of their deporture were
not even pledped; although I r . alise the fallocy of
conparing the two situntions i, e , the batagarawa and
Baderi migront coses due to their difference in setting.
Apgnin, Dr Hill's recoarch wns conducted under nornal
conditions and wos ained ~t depicting o society * in
nornal conditions, but this is focussed upon a socicty
in a crisis situntion and thus, the bchaviour under ther
two different conditions is bound to differ fron one
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another, Unlike Hill's - society, the pecple in
Baderi do not sell land- > econscquently thore wos no gsize-
able re=distribution of 1and as a rcsult of the drought,
Land ownership is vested in the village head, and in the
rerson who felled down trecs the first tine to moke o
forn, There io no rugtriction ~s to who or when this ¢
can or cannot be done, Land can be lent or left to »
remein fallow, in individunl houschpld head mey howve
up to four patehes (blocks) of 1l.nd which he would eall
his (plot) farus,

Another reason why there was no sale of land

even 2t the tine of thce crisis was the fact that nmost
of the peoplec had not the uoney to buy such lands

and thosc able (who had noney) to buy were far fron
£rx lands put into mrrket, these lived in Gashu'a and
were nore pre-occupied with nateriai or property that
would sell quickly thereby neximising their profit
nore quickly than if they h~d bought lands for future
snles, However, the fret that this rescoreb hed not
encountered any sale of 1l-nd by the people in Baderi,
docs not rule out the possibility of such tronsactions
having token placo, @specially » since oven in Bategn
rv.wvy Dr Hill s.f-m.y:} #=d such snles were conducted withan
anount of scerccey.

Again uwnlike in Botagawa, few peaple use the
plcugh,beaauSu nost ecannot afford to even hire then



125,
(the oxen and plough) for a day; -nd thus the cere-ge

cultivable by a houschold is corparatively snnll as

shown in tcble 2:I1. Decruse therc wos no s~le of land
and houscs in the rural villages of Baderi, the returning
nigrants did net necd to be aszisted by anybody: rnther,
they provided the assistonce necled by none nigronts

they (the returmees) having returmced with sone noney

and foodstuffs, They did not necd to buy noterials for
houge rcpair singgﬁggrc avnilcble frec in the bush and

on neighbours! farns,

Dr Hill aleso nentioned that relief was distributed
in the 1927 drought Mai Bubu and wns supported by Mr,
M.,J, Mortinore thot "some 18 village heods said they
could remerber subsidised groins in 1927 and/or 1942;
"(Mortinore 1973:104), However, clthough the two
droughts have been renembered by the respondents in this

resecrch, NOT LV ONE of the 25 oldien and wonen whose

ages ranged fron 60 - 97 intervicwed, was nable to
renerber any governnent or cven loeal acuthority ssistance
prior to the 1951 drought, According to these old people,
in the 1951-4 scorcity, guinea corn w s trasported fron
Mabi to Gashu's (by whon? = they could not say)probably
by local nerchonts using lorrics; and the Notive Authority
according to thang, trosported this guinea corn by meens
of donkcys, oxen and conel into the villages where the

price per Mudu =~ neagure wos slishtly hisher than in
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Gashu'a, This wes the only assistonce they could

renerber before late 1973.

CAN _DROUGHT __ BE _ CONTROLLZD 2

The occurrence of drousht eon ot ns yet be preventcd
gince it is 2 climetic phenonenon but conditions emn be
ereated that will help in nininmising its inpaet,
Strueturcs to ~row and prescrve nore food con be cstob-
lished which will provide on innedi te supply, should
2. ghortase occur -t any tiue or place., To do this o
successfully, ogricultursl nechonisantion should receive
the priority it descrves, Such n strategy will definitely
bring nore land under cultivotion, Agricultural nechani
sation alonc eomnot however solve the problen for which
it is established if the prcsent trend of differential
developuent i,e, the concentration of skills and resou
rees in only one scetion of the country , is not replaced
by a wniforn systen of distribution, In this direction
howevor, there is an encouragenent in the rccent revenue
allocation broadeastedby the Hend of State on ¥/4/76,
Tnapise of this therc is £till nced for on egultarle
distribution of skills,technolcogy ~nd high level personnel
gince os ot now sone parts of the country -re enjoying
norce than their .fair share while others ~re suffering,
Where sonc ore ~ble to reecgnis. the value of crop
rotation, the use of fertiliser; can get bonk loans to

buy or hirc triectors ond other farm n-chinery, practice



1284
werned thot, "there is,,.. evidencce thot the availebility

of a nore advenced technology thon that of the subaistance
farner and pastoralist can ledd to ~n cbuse of the
ehvironnent and to the disturbonce of o previocusly
unrecosnised ceologienrl balance; " (Dolby and HarrisonChurch
1973:13).But how this ean be sc ? Allan did not elaborate
in his artieclc, I shall attenpt providing sone guidelines
which eon, if properly practised, clinincte Allan's
pessinisiwhich in any c~se hns no basc since, Britain,
the U.S.4.y and Holland did not stort their lives as
fully plcdged nechonised gricultural countries., Or
closer hone,we hove “he suecessful nmechanised fariers
of Dgypt, Kenyo, Zirbabwe, Uganda ond Sudan, South Africa
has for a long tine been pursuing nech nised agriculture,
It is n nystery that "the unrecogniscd ecological balance"”
of thesc countries hos not been disturbed, But probobly
the statenent ap-lies to Wegt Afrien only, Even so, if
in the process of improving the igerion social lifew-
a ugselesg"unrecognised ecclogiccl balnnece® is disturbed,
it is better so, than leswving it vndisturbed and we
continue to suffer undcr o continuecing social problen,
"Anne Groh n's study of o drought in the Sudmn in
1961 shows how the people of n sn~ll aren, their
econony and woy of life portly tronsforned by governn
entel investnent in improved water supply, had to foll

back on troditicnal strotegices of migration when the new
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suprlics gave out, The new commmities that hod mrde
the cleerest bruok with the p2gt h- d the greatest
difficulty in adapting to water shoriage, There is food
for thousght here for those who wont to tronsforn rural
life on the basis of nodern tcchnology, "(Mortimore 1973
:99); is another pessinistie view fronm an expert, The
fact that Suden hnd tried " water conalisntion for
rural transfornation and had failed, does not nean that
other modern technologlces will alsc fa1l. in other paris
of Africa or cven within Sudan itsclf, In any case it
13 better to try and fail than not at all, sincce in
failure, learnins S09WAp.vo toren place and efforts
redoubled, The other section of the guotc-tion I leave
gilent since it spenks for itself, For, life according
to Mo and Lunumbax, is a continuous gtruggle for
problen solving and that, pon, survives only when he is
able to solvc the problems confronting hin,

Nigerie in the grip of drousht devagtotion is a
country thot neccds to struggle horder than ever before,
if life is to gontinue bheing toleroble fo the society.
Thus it is ny view thot agriculturnl mechonisation should
be given an innediate priority as already discssed above,
The recent annoucenent of derloying students to work on
farng for their vaecat on is in ny view, o nisconception
of the issue ot stoke and its solution, sincc it is not

so nuch nurbers of workers which is licking on the ficlds
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today as glkkiills and technology, both of which all

studentsnpart fron thoee doing cgriculture ond probobly
Biology, do not posses ., In nddition to these two locks

s there is also ~ dearth of investnent funds and the
necessary sup,orting structures such 28 reocessibility,
conmuqicntion, storapge facilities, ng well as mrket,
Goncor&bnnt to this, is the nced for social and adnini
gtrative integr-.tion of the whole country which will
provide the co-ordination of the necessary structures

of reducing distonce 'nd effectivoncss btetweon individuils

and betwecn then and the adrdnistration,

_SOLDIZR3 AND _CIVILIAN CO-OIERATION

Agricultural nechonisation should stort with the
education of the pcople on the negd for a ch-ange in t
tillage nethods, The education should be followed by a
systenatic practice of the new nethod, If inspite
of ‘every effort i.e, persuasive propagends ond denons
tration (proetice), the people are seen to be unwilling
to accept the new nethod - which during the denonstration
should hove proved its own qu-lity, they must be nade
to accept it by any available neons suchos an ediet or
legislation and by a redoubling of o continuous edue
atiédn and positive denonstration, All such denonstrations
met be impeecably carried out -~ gince a nisecerriage ot

this stnge will score away pecple fron adopting the new
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nethod or they ney adopt it haphamerdly thereby defeat

ing the objective before it aetunlily got started, The
soldicrs may be able to help in this if they are nnde
to atterpt the experinent, The deneobilis~tion exexcise
exercisc currently being discusced and probebly® considerced
s Will be less of & problem if instead of total demob
ilisation, thc soldiers ~re deployed to virgin lands
tagged "foarmingz V illeges® elose to rural farning loeal
ities, with their arny pronotions, disecipline and
rermmerations, There should be about 75 .e 1 soldiers
on each 500 .cre farnm, Engineers, = agricultural, lives
tock and other cxperts should be included on these fo.rns
to instruct and guide the seldiers in carrying the
various operations of f-rn mmnogenent.Any soldier who
spends & period of threc yenrs on the farm ghould be
retired with full benefits and Wwith specific instructions
to esteoblish his own farm which shall be periodicclly
inspected by army agricultural experts, giving advice
and disciplining where nccessary, The vocaney in the
farn units such rnlrred goldicrs had left, shonld be
filled with soldiers who are cbout to comrlete the
contract scrvice period they had signed a2t enlistnent,

Bherc such contracts do not cxist, cny soldicr below

the ronk of Reginental Sergernt Major should be retircd
= R e e e

*Probebly - beeausc as yet ne specific decisions on the
issuc has be n comrmmicnoted to the nation (publie).
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in the sane way offer serving for 12years in the nrny,
Any soldier of any ronk wighing to resign fron the arny
for any reason, =t sny tinc should be allowed to do so,
on condition thet they are sent 4o one of the forming
villages to work for o stipulated period. ALl forming
village retired goldiers should ceasc to enjoy roetiremont
bonefits aftorboeing on their own farms for o periocd of
five yeare,

By the scne token, agriculture, biology and
chenistry should forn o conpuleary couponont of the
curriculu u;i;econdnry and tenchers collegpe levels;
nore ctiphasis on nethod should e 1aid in the teachers
collenes, These lessons should consist not only of tho
theory alone but of the proctices g well, As rmch as
possible the 0ld drudgery called 'asriculturc' should Pe
avoided sincce it scoares away children from the land; in
its place a new method (fully nechonised) which will
gencrite nore interest should he evolved and adopted,

Tvery eitizon of Nigerin sheuld be free to visit
$hese farming villages ond the students demonstraotion
rlots os friends, rcletives, porents, intecrested forndrs
end oven howkers and beggar minstrels Maroka who will
be able to o~rry the nows oll round, Beoih farning villages
and the Inmstitutions should have o “digplay week” cvery

year with invit .tions to attend sent to all ports of the
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imnediote vicinity, Through this it is hoped thot when

people sece the nethods erploycd and the success being
achicved, govermnent propagand: will becone more
neaningful, 4nd it nisht be casier for the people to
imitate these soldicr forners thon t approack the

locel cgriculturcl officer for his advice, By thias method
also, the soldiers would have become vroductive in the
process of acquiring skills thot will help then in

their loter 1lifces; and the students would have becn prepared
for carcer in agriculturc which nost cre shirking now,

If the nethods succeced, and the people adopt ift,
inflation ond food scarcity even at disaster period will
be nininiged, But agriculture of this enormity, necessrily
requires woter in large volunes inore than rain water .
alone can provide, Thus, it is neces-ary for the govern
nent to urgently start investings in the construction

of dans, bunds, diverting woater courses and 'he

sinking of viable bore holes to provide the required

water for the l-nd, people and their livestock,

VLGIATATION CO2VIER,

Put these sources of woter con ensily dry up as
happened in the Sudan as quoted earlicron, and the effort
exerted will thus becone o nere wnste, Therefore, both
the governient ~nd people should cobork on a.. magsive

water conscrvation nethods which eon also become effective
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erosion control ueasurcs os well os wind-brezk, The

people must be cducated to understond the value of

vegetotion cover and be nade to transplant trees and shrubs

which must be scen to survive at le st the first two

dry scasong, This tr-msplanting of trees and shrubs
should be n~de to be an annual necessity in 21l poarts
of the Sudan zone and desircble for nll citizens in the
other climntic zonca, WVho cver wonte to fell down a

live trec, must be ~ble to tronspl nt and naintoin

three treecs in its placc as reccormence, People shpuld

be educated on the benefits of gshrub hedpes around

their farms, houses play grounds ~nd relaxnation as well

ag relizious centres, It is understood thot forec breeds

rebellion = Lut rebellion ensues on—y—when—the 1osues

only when the issue for which force is being used

is vague or not recormisced as being benefitial to the

gencrality, Thus the ncecessity for succese in the for

ning experinents and cducationcl propagand: beconcs
cven nore apparent,

If these neasurcs are to succeed also, grazing
mst be controlled to reduce an unnecessary destruction
of gross cover, Herders should be taught the method and
advantages of hoy, r?nd © silaze meking, The use of «
concentrates ~s livestock fecds shoulH?encouraged. Bush

burning mst have a severe pen~lty and if investigation
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fails to produce cn individual as culprit, the whole
village fron which the fire storted should be mode to
suffeor the conscquences. Hardy and useful grosses like
coub fringe :rrss, penisctun, andropogon guyanas,
cymbopogon gigmteun, alyecarpus vaginalis, eragrostic
tremilo,penisetun pyrconmidnle, elencine indier and
finger grass; should be proteeted, developed and where

ncecessary cultivated,

WILY, 293 SIETASIS ON VACHTAZION COVIR?

This coubinntion of wvesetotion and grass cover will
reduce cvapor~tion from water ondsoil surfrces and 7 o
becouse of the thick folinze that ny be evailabe
and a presence of exposcd large bodies »f water tranep
iration will becone mininal, Anincls both lerge and o .
snnll will find sdequate cover ond food, The control of
grazing will roduce theherder's annual transhum nce
thereby ercating « steble populition which will meke
socicl developuent to becone eosier, The tree and .
grass cover will provide a wind-brenk to check wind foree
which destroys soil surfnec and grass, The force of
reindrops will also be checked »nd this will reduce
surface run off, crosion .nd enhance percolation
thereby raisinz the sub-soil water $oble, The sub=-soil
water table m.y then be diverted to feed the dams, bunds.

, bore holes »nd to raise the level of rivers and lakes,
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The grodual nature of the woter gsecpige wil' enhonece p
plant rowth since the roots will not have to exert
much energy to get the necesgcary w..ter and diszolved
miner:ds froa the soil, The soil populction which thri
veg best in noist soils such as the earth worm that
proactes soil eseration « and fertility will zlso develop

for the bet erient of tlc¢ cultivated crops.

1S THE ABOVE AN ADEQUATE ILu.SURB?T

The cbove chmnot mterinlise without the general
noblisation of the people into o roalis tion and accep
tance of chenge, People mmst re~lise the importance of
patriotisn, becone nore industrious and ambitious,
People rmust le~rn to trugf and acceomnodate one another
and hrve @ gensc of unity, Parochialisn, conservatism
and all the colonial lepacy bad ‘*isusg' rust be thrown
overboard by the society., Indolence, Austentation,
nepotism and selfishness must be pushed to the realnm of
history, Greed, petty bickerings .nd unneccssary power
gtrugle accwilation ofill potten wenlth should be
shunned, Blind copying of things western, eastern or
enywhere should be guarded agningt and as much as
possible socicty should be given inximum encouragenent
to be innovative, Thig will definitely inerease produe
tion in 21l scctors of the cconowuy,especially in agricul

ture which shall thoen demend = 2 visble narket and
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a nore sophisticated and efficient stbrage method to
replace the old "traditional' gronaries. "Equally essen
tiel is a good road nnd rail infrostructure, to gether
with a systen of energency troansport priorities to over
conte the administrative aond fin-neial bottlenecks and
rencve conpotitive traffic standing in the woy of the
distribution,,...Ahierarchy of distribution centres is
required based not merely on existing towns and roads
but on population distribution;"(Mortimore 1973:99).
Along with these developnmentnl measures cunmes the
need for estublishing suell industries in strategic
places 2ll over the country, which will be able to process
agricultural products such as rice, groundnut, cotion,
tomato, poepper, beniseed, potato, wheat and others too
numerous to mention, Such industries will serve dual
purposes in thot while their primry aim will be to
process agricultural products and their storage; the
secondary purrpse will be the absorption ¢2 labour
" released fron the fields by mechanisation, Such a devel
oprnental system when pursued may bring about the over
throw of the fulani from the monopoly of livestock
rearing; and create a morc eoffective means of settling
then, Since water and roughage roy be available every

where, transhummmece will be minimised,
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In addition to raw materials and water, industries
depend on power; this fact then necssitates the electri
fication of the wholc country so that the remotest il
village may cnjoy the benefit ofmechanisation and moder
nity, The commmication system of the country needs to
be improved 100 tinee its present shabby state. Other
modernanenities should be made available in village
centres so that the rural-urban drift may be nininised,
The less of thic drift is done, the more skills and ~ .
labour will therc be to man the farming technologies,
husbandry epparatus and the village industrdces, Good
road system and organisation of transpcrt arc (as
mentioned chove) very essentinl for the success of the
operation,

Greater success will be achicved however, if

appointnents are made on the basis of gkill and
expertise rather than on a2 mere knowledge or relationship
to the appointec, Bureaucratiev procedures should be
kept to the minirmum and education and demonstration
should continue all the tine, New adaptations should be
introduced grodunlly and people should be encouraged to
make sugzsestions for practic&L adaptability of new methods
and gndgets; ond to air their views an any issue affecting

the soeciety without hindrance or mole&t&tﬁnvo”' P O
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This does not in anyway exhaust the list of possibilities
but that both time and space are against this cssay.
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418 In a.2, ne ina knke da nufin keura?
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tainnki koansu do iynlansu?
35. Mokiy oy @: Mononng wadmnne suk'fi shon w~hrlar
BOROABRT, . & &5 cenadiané FAEb e R0 L8255 4E & Had
36, Menene d~1ilind~ yosn k. fndi hekn?,. . . e
3e Wodonne irin shworwari znlkn iyn boy~ret don
a rage wohnl @ inde woni f~ri ynk- Zo%......
38, A ro'layink. ne keg: hukums do Joe s zosu yi
dorn ~ hme aukuw~r woni forinf...c00000 speacis



39.
40,
41,
42,

43,

) o
4‘?'.

46,

47.

48,

49,

S e
Ko ka snpi woni toinnko eikin frrin dr y~ wuce?....
Wa y~ brk~ trimckon kun: wnne ir ne?,
Painekon ¥ WodR8e KiPuss w6 w4 swesns & Wi
In n,a, ne to ne y» hno t~ionkon yo wod_ tor?.,..
Ko dn wnni nbindn koke son goyanons kunt gonbe
an BeladbeTeew oo vveen sd i

L

JIY. B. YAU B

Ko zoke iyo tuniw . do wota yunwn ko fari da aka
tabayi kno wayo ko kaji lnbarinto?.. .eiceioci wee
An yi yor Iubi o Zenonin MAi Unor youshe okayi
WaaAn wadnhdr KX TRART. . sicesiwessimeni i, i
Waece yunwn ko fori ne o zatonk~ tn £1 woholar dn
I 00T, cecosvceanme s enevas e e e

Ko kossn irin h nyoyin do rutancen de suks bi don
su taire dagn yumwoyin BANT . i cees sassaes veaee

Ka taba jin lcobarin woani tainnko k~nir na kakudba
da mtonen da suka serma don su fita degn yunwa?,...
Ko dn wonl koxrin bayani do zoke barmu gene da
wahalun dad~ddm yunwoyi®....... e BEEEE B

Mun pgode.
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APPRBNDIXIII,
THE SOCIAL AND ZECONOMIC ADAPT.TIONS_TO. THE DROUGHT

GASHU'A: BORNO STATE,

I, DEMOGR/PHIC D/TA

- —

o) case number, b} SoXs..ensiees ¢)Mrital stotus,.,...
d)Herlsn~n/ Farner, e) EBthnic t')ri.\;in. Bade, fulani
Monge, ousn, Iigizin, others,
f) hge group: wnder 17; 17-25: 26-35+ 36-45: 45-nd over,
1.For how long hve you been livingz in thiés town/villoge?
a) less thon ome yeor, b) rnore thon one year
e)nore thon twe yenrs 4) nore thon three years
e¢) born here,
2, Which is your ogpiginnl hore?
3. Yhy 2id you lé®ve your originnl hone?
4, When you left your oriinsl hone did you cone
stroight to this town/villr.ge? Yes/No,
5.7hich other plcecs did you visit before coning herc?
6., Did you cone with your fanily? Yes/No,
Te When did your fonily join you?
8, How did the people here reccive you?
9, Do you intend to stey here for the rest of your life?
Yes/Vo,
10Where do you intend to live for the rest of your life?

1I, OCCUPATION /AND STRATEGY .

11, What do you do for ~living?
12. How nrny farn blocks do you have?
13. ALbout how big is ene¢h one of then?

14. Yhich of thesc ecrops do you nostly grow on the
fornus? Millet, G/ecorn,G/nut, Cow pe ., Bamb-r- nut
enrssavn, pot.ito,

15. How nony bhundles/brskets of ecch do you nornrlly
horvest in o yo %



191,

16, Did you get the snne yield fron thesc farns 3-4
years ~po?  Yes/Vo,
17. If not why?

18.When did you begin to notise the advent of the drought?,.

19 How were ycu ~ble to Imow that disrster wos
approaching?.... ..
20, Whot neasmres did you toke to s-fegurd yourself
and fanily fron the the coming dis ster? e .. .s..
21, Did you finld it difficult to survive the Knkudba?,..,
22, Why s-.?, e e -
23, What rethods Aid you to survive the R‘“udb“ i i
24, Jiould you sny everybody suffercd ng you ﬂla? Yes/No,
25, Why 80 2¢.veec-.. o e e . e Wn
26, Would sny cvery boly e pn]ycd the nethods as you
did? Yes/No,
27. If not wh>t rethods did the othcrs ndopt?..... .
28, VWould you s~y thce Kokudbr affected Herlers norc
than it did farners?

29, Yhy do you think 80Pe.cevs-ess ser e -sssorronsen oo
30 What would you sw; ec8t ne neasurcs for reduecing
hardship should the drought cone ngoin?.. .......

31, What in your opinion should both the ~uthority
and people do #o prevent the rcerrence of drought

5 T B L R P —
32, Did you reececive -n¥ help during the previous
rececent drought?, . - P NNE B BB W
33, Who provided the help?.. . ... . .
34. Was the assistance you received "dugﬂ“ te? 1 ﬂ/Nc.
Yo L 2o WRTTewn o « vewmmems ceemmes x o

36, How would you h-ve liked the help to be?, e
37+ Would you like to cormient further on the kakudba?,..

III. HISTORICLL DiTs.
#8 Con you recall ny such dis~ster thot you experienced

1 - ..; " W o . A i .t‘:'..'
¢ . " = ok ? Tadk worae

- g
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or yau were told cbout in the P 8t?,deeee civvaviose

39 The recent crisis is cnllicl Kakudba , Whot were those
ones calleld?,.. .. - womalom i cecommme Rin & .o

40, Can you sive the approxincte Jrte of their
occurrence; ag for ex-mple Yor occurrcl in the reign

OF Mol ' UBRY. ioiias » vinit nee FE =» o .

41, How do thosc sc-reity pericds corra.re to Kakudba?,.
42, What nethods id the people «lcpt to survive then?,,
43, Was ~ny help gsiven to the peo le then?,.. . ..
A4, Who rondcred the ngsdstonce?.. ... ...

45, What kind of help was 1t%..6. 000040

46. Why wag there no help?.. ... 4

47. Is there cny cormient yov would like to add%..es.

Th:ink you,



APPENDIXIV. 1938

— o — -

A SLIPLE OF THE INFORIAL INTERVIEW QUASTIOSS

\ 7 Greetings would you know how 1d you ~re todrny?

2, Vere you born here, did cone or you were brovght?

3. "There wos your origirnal hone? town?

4, Lawon/Bulon~ hos told you why I -~ here, would you

like to tell ne how nony disagsters cf this nature you

have gone throwsh or “i. . henrd of beinsg told?

B The recent drought is ealled Kakudba, con you r

renecrber the n-nes given to the others you experiencdd

or heared?

6, Vaos ench on of these as severc ns Knkudba?

7. Can you renenber how peorle survived thosc droughts?
How 2id you survive the Kokudba?

8., Wasg ther ~gsistonec during the previous droughts

as there had been in Bakuava?

Q. Why wee ithere no cssistonce?

10, If sonconec should cone to the village ~nd decide”s

to get ~ forn and construct his own housc, how would
he go ~bout cequiring the two?

11, How ean I get a farn now, would I need to pay for
the 1land?

12, What kind pf tools do people here usc in weeding;
Do they ayrly fertilizers ond nenures to their plots;
why?

13. Have monypcople nipr ted fron this wvillage; where

did they go; do you kmow scne of the occupntions they

have adoptedin their new envir nnent?

14. Are ther nony disabled pecnle in this village;

How did they survive the Jdrougsht?

15. Have you ever participated in potosh i tr-de?

16, Wherc and hoW 2id you used to get the potash ,



754 L 1]

17. Hsa there ever lLeun any authority control over the
digming; collecting ~nd the s:le of potrsh?
18 Should you be osked to mrke o sugzestio
you think will provent the recurrence of drought or
reduce peoples suffering whon it coneg?
19, Why were the droughis so for naawd given 2ll these
nanes,
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APPENDIX VI 155,

% The drought has most advereely affected our economy,
soclal and moral well - being to the extent that persons,
who were wa}l off before the drought, became poor and the
poor became.pborer with thce nasty inevitoble result of
withdrawing children from schools, Ifforts were consor=
ted, mobllised and concentrated on loocking for food in
order that all could survive, Many respectable houses
took to and, ignifying jobs; and women formerly secluded
do now come out and participate shoulder by shoulder

with thelr male counter parts in looking for the means

of livellhood., 1

= E,0, Bedde - in his report on drought to the
Perm, Sec, Ministry of Education Maiduguri vide his
letter BED/EA/SCH/DEP/1/6 of 29th January, 1974,

Sgt, Isa Gambo Adamu (Mallam)

BED/BA/SCH/DEP/1/17 Drought Kffects on Primary
Schools, C o T
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