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ABSTRACT 

Problem: 

The central problem of this study was to find out the factors 

affecting the provision and utilization of non—book materials and 

equipment in the five selected University libraries. 

The study was directed to provide answers to the following-

questions: 

What factors facilitate or hinder the provision of the non—book 

materials in the selected Nigerian University libraries? 

What are the constraints on non—book material use by faculty 

members in the selected Nigerian University libraries? 

What are the sources from which faculty members obtain information 

about non—book materials which are available for their use in the 

libraries? 

Procedures: 

The population for t h i s study consisted of five solected Nigerian 

University l i b r a r i e s , t h e i r main campus l i b r a r i e s and 560 facul ty 

members. Geographical location was the main c r i t e r i a used for the 

select ion of the Univers i t ies . 

The data for the study were collected by means of two se ts of 

quest ionaire; one set of the questionaires was designed for the 

l ib ra r ians incharge of the non-book materials in the selected University 

l i b r a r i e s while the second set was designed for the faculty members. 

The two se ts of questionairos covered the major facets of the provision 

and u t i l i z a t i o n of non-book materials in University l i b r a r i e s viz} 

personnel, finance, materials and equipment, select ion and acquisi t ion 

storage and preservation, cataloguing and c lass i f i ca t ion , use 

users , constraints on use , sources of information about t he i r 

ava i l ab i l i t y , maintenance and pub l i c i ty . 
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Data collected were analysed using tables and percentages where 

necessary. 

Findings: 

Most of the personnel incharge of non-book materials in and 

individual University l i b r a r i e s were not audio-visual s p e c i a l i s t . 

Funds for the provision of non-book materials by any standard 

was inadequate in a l l the University l i b r a r i e s . 

In the select ion of now t i t l e s of non-book mater ia ls , in teres ted 

faculty members were involved. Majority, the l ib ra r ians incharge 

and the acquisi t ion Librarians were incharge of the select ion of now 

t i t l e s for acquis i t ion . As regards the available materials and 

equipment, no one University Library has the highest collect ion of 

a l l the materials and equipment. A University Library was either 

strong in t h i s and weak in t h a t . 

Closed access policy in the storage of non-book materials was 

used by a l l the University Libraries in the s tudy. There was low 

use of the materials by the faculty members. 

Recommondat ions: 

The non-book material section of the l ib ra ry should be suf f ic ien t ly 

publicised through exhibi t ions , University calendar, guide, seminars 

and workshops, catalogue and se lect ive Dissomination of Information 

Sufficient complement of personnel should bo made available to 

provide eff icient and effective se rv ices . 

An independent budget for non-book materials is recommended as 

adequate materials and equipment are e s sen t i a l . The main l ib ra ry 

should maintain a union catalogue of the non-book materials held in 

the various branch l i b r a r i e s and by individual faculty members. 
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Conclusion 

one glaring conclusion in this study is that lack of fund for 

non-book materials was the main cause of insufficient provision of 

the soft and hard wares and that lack of sufficient publicity of the 

available non-book materials was the main cause for low use of them. 











.CTUPTER I 

INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM* 

jfotrjj tfaot.ion* 

L i b r a r i e s havo e x i s t e d through t h e ages to s t o r o t proservo and provide 

on r eques t m a t e r i a l s used for r e c o r d i n g and t r a n s m i t t i n g knowledge. Those 

m a t e r i a l s for d i s somin ia t i on of information have taken va r ious forms at 

i f f e r o n t pe r iods v i z : olay t a b l e t s , papyrus and par - chrnent wore used in 

Egypt, Babylon, Greece and Rome during t h e anoiont t i m e s , books from 

medieval to the modern per iod and r e c o r d s , f i lms ..aid microforms dur ing 

t h e l a t e r p a r t of t h e 19th and e a r l y pa r t of t h e 20th c e n t u r i e s * Those 

media r e sou rces which evolved in the l a t e r p a r t of t h e 19th century 

has s t a r t e d t o gain r e c o g n i t i o n i n U n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r i e s , 

1 

The concept of media according to Nwachukwu is linked in people's 

minds with mass communication l ike the radio, newspapers and the te lev is ion 

whereas the term embraces more materials l ike sound and visual resources 

such as fi lms, video tapes, sound tapes , phonorecords; transparencies 

such as microfilms and microfiches; opaque materials such as microcards 

and u l t r a f i che , wall—chart, e tc e t c . 

One sa t i s fac tory word to describe these arrays of materials according 
2 

to Aun;'-lo ftaa no-fc evolved* Expressions such as media resources, new 

media f a c i l i t i e s , non-book, non-print and audio—visual materials are not 

suf f ic ient ly e x p l i c i t . To the l i b r a r i a n s , printed and other non—print 

materials which aro t r a d i t i o n a l l y handled "by the l ibrary are unquestionably 

media* 

In t h i s study, the terms non—book, non—print, audio—visual and new media 

have been used interchangeably to designate a l l materials that are not in 

the t r ad i t i ona l book format* 

Yes, i t is t rue that the l ib ra r ians are in teres ted in a l l communication 

a 






























































































































































