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INTRODUCTION

Nigoxin ig a coun®y which is cxnerioncing rapid soeio-economic
changas this om be socom in the growth of narkot contros, the rate
at which roads and other  conmamicotions facilitios are expanding,
+he pane of wrbamisatiom, and the increasing denand for nore
(and now) goods and sorvices, One of the consequences of these
changes is that ordinary people are prescnted with opportumities for
now and expandoed economic activiiios, This study is concerned with
the %.ye in which wonen in a2 partioular narket town have responded
to tho gonaral expansion ol ocononio life,

The purposos of this study are threefold: first, to describe
the d.fferont rosponsos of wonen to enhanced econonic opportunitiass
sucondly, o analyse the variations in responses in terns of the
facicrs accouaiing for them; and thirdly, to conpare and contrast
tho presant econondc xoliea of wonen in that oconmmity with those
or whoe past,
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CHAPTER 1

LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction

The literature wrditten in English on the ecoonomic role of women in
Wost Africa is largely concerned with various ethnie groups of one
partioular nation - Nigeria, Although some information is available
about the female ccononic role in societice in southern Ghana, the
Cameroon Republic and the Ivory Coast, these represent but a few of the
nany sooleties in the rest of West Africa. For this reason the present
literature review will be confined to the discussion of the economic
role of women in Nigeria, with reference also being made to the above
listed non-Nigeriaon socictios. Any generalisations made here refer to
thosc arcag only.

Several ocommon features charactorising the economic role of wonen
in most Nigerdian societles can be identified in the literature.

However, perhaps more striking than these is the great variability in
the content of the female economic role, in terms of both the level of
contribution and the means through which this contribution is made.

This variation is found both within and between cultures, The first
soction of this literature review will be devoted to a discussion of

the characteristios of the female cconomic role cormon to most socleties,
while the second section will emphasise the variations to be found in
this economic role. In the third section attention will be shifted to
the factors which some authors have put forward as accounting for this
variation within particular socicties. 1In the fourth and final section
the debate in the literature about the effect of 2 woman's economic role
on her other roles and on her status within socioty gonorslly will be
discussod,

Common Charaoteristics of the Female Econonic Role

One common theme that rums through the literature is that women
fulfil and have always fulfilled important, indispensable cconomic roles.
Mair asserts that in nany cases the woman's economic activity is
essential for the survival of tho family (1969:7). As will be seen
below, this generelisation of the indispensability of the woman's economic
functions can safely be applied to many societies in Nigeria, such as
Yoruba and Tbo socleties, as well as the Akan socleties of Ghana,



However, Muslim Hausa soolety of northern Nigeris is in several ways a
notable exception to this rule. TFor, although their sorvices as
producers and distributors may be essential for the society at large,
these wonen do not generally contribute heavily to the upkeep of the
fanily and there is evidenoe that somo wives of rich men can carry out
little, if any, productive activity. (Simmons, unpubl,:9; Pittin, u:npula:l..ﬂ9)1
The independent or autonomous nature of the woman's cconomic role is

tho scoomd common characteristic which spans the variation in this role.
Netting reports that among the Ko:!'srnra husband and wife work very much as
& toan (1968:125), but this, as will be seon below, is an important
oxocoption to the general rule of the relationship between male and
female cconomic roles, It is usunlly the oase that women work independ-
ently of their husbands, Hill points out, for example, that in West
Africa women rarely work under the supervision of their husbands when
doing farm work, even when they are working on their husband's land (unpubl.:5);
tho Bamenda of Caneroon Republic provide an exanplo of this (Kaberry, 1952:145).
With regard to non-farming activities this pattern holds as wellj; Marshall
states that the businesses, os well as econonic affairs -in genernl, of the
Yoruba husband and wife are kept quite separate (unpubl,:188 and 255),
and Hill emphasises the general economie independence of Housc women
when she writes that,

".ee & Wonan's econonmic autonomy is often sufficient to

insulate her fron her husband's poverty - as shown by the

oxamples of prominent house-traders whose husbands are

notably poverty stricken" (1969:398),

Given the indispensable ond autononous nature of the female

econonic role, it is not surprising that in most societies this active,
inportant role is an essential component of the femnle self-innge,
As Levine comments, "The typieal African woman considers herself as a
cultivator as well as a wife and mothers hor oocupational role is o
part of her self-imnge" (1970:175), Evidenoe fron Yoruba (Marshall,
unpubl.:4) and Housa sociotios (Simmons, unpubl.:7) support this gencral-
isation, Pew statistics cbout the number of women who have or do not
have an ooccupation have been collected, but those that are available for

i{. This is not to imply, however, that Housa women have no economic
respongibilities, As will be scen below, these women have many
social obligntions, the fulfilment of which requires conslderable
anounts of nmoney.

2, All othnic groups, such ns the Kofyar, for which no nation state
is identified arc nssuned to be found within Nigeria.




the Yorubas (Boserup, 1970:93), Hausas (Konan, wnpubl,:21) and
Kenurd (Lock, unpubl,:3) show that the majority of wonmen in these
asocleties have some form of noney-naking ocoupation,

Vardotions in the Econonic Role of Women in Nigerin
(a) The Division of Labour

A though task allocation by agoe, rank or ethnie group doos oxlst in
Nigoerian socletiocs, the sex of an individual is very inmportant in
determining his or her economic role, Division of labour by sex is
found in nost of these societies but there axe, however, variations in
the way in which it is applied, Tho diviasion of labour by scx may be
analysed on throc levels. The first ies within fawming itsolf, the
sooond lovel being between faming and nonefawrming activitios, and the
third ie anongst non-faming activitics alono,

(1) Division of Lobour within Poyming

Levine has identified a uniformity in the division of farming toaks
in West Afrion, saying that nen gonerally clear the land and wonen do
tho largor share of the routine cultivatdon (1970:175). - Both Tw
(Bohamman, 1968:8 and 67) and Banendn soolcties (Koberry, 1952:27)
provide oxanples of this gemeral rule, In the Akan societics food
crops are reported to be cultivated mainly by women (Hill, unpubl.:3),
whereas nen do the major part of the cash cropping.

The case of the Afikpo Ibo is a partioularly interesting one
because the sexunl divisions within agriculture had important conse-
quences for the relative cconomic positions of men and women in that
socicty. Anongst this group there was, and still is, not only a soxual
division of labour in farming tagks but also in crops, men owning
cortain nen's yoms, women owning wonen's yams plus nost other cropa.
When cassava was introduced into this soeiety it was classified as a
wonan's crop and coven though it soon became o very inportant food and
ocash crop, non would not fam it as it had been labelled "fenale",

This new, profitable crop allowed wonen to attain an unprecedented level
of cconoric independenoe, nany women beconding better off than their
husbonds and capable of subgisting without any support fro- thoir
hushan s (Ottenborg, 19563 206-223).

There arc however sono execcptions to this general rule of sexual
division of labour within farming, The Maguzawa Haousa wonen of ‘Makarfi
District arc reported to do the same work as men (Abell, 1962:6).
Anongst the Kofynr, as well, there is little soxual division of labour




elther in fawming or in other agtivitios, Netting's theeis being that
this lack of division of labour is & special adaptation which nmakes
thoir forn of intensive homestead agrioulture possible (1968:127).

In many Nigerian socicties there is a sexunl division of labour
between farming and non-farming activities, the latter inecluding food
processing and preparation, craft-work and trade. Whore this division
of labour obtains, women aro often the refinere and retailers, nen
fulfilling the role of agrioultural producers. Several cxauples of
this division of labour can be found in the literature, As ecarly as
the 19th Century Yoruba wonen were ocoting as retnilers, seclling sone of
their husbands! agricultural surplus as well as producing and selling
such itoms as soap, pottery, cloth, oil and cooked foods (Marshall,
mpu‘bl.t249—250).1 This fenale role is still vory much in evidence
today for the nnjority of Yoruba wonen trade and faming is mainly o
nalo activity (Marshall, unpubl.:7) 2

Nupe society providos another oxanple of this role of the woman as
refiner and retailer, Nupe women selling their husbands' cgricultural
surplus (Nadol, 1942:252-254). A sinilar pattern is found cnongat some
Hausas., Hill states that in Batagarawa, a Hausa village near Katsina,
the najority of grain being sold is retailed by women on behalf of their
husbands (1969:268). If o woman is not selling her husband's grain sho
io nost likely to be engaged in somc form of food processing: or preparation,
but Hausa wc aen, oven those in seni- seclusion in rurel areas, do not for
tho most part porticipate in agricultural activities (Hill, 1972:279).

Some excoptions to this thome: of man the agricultural producer,
wonan the refiner and retailer can, howover, be mentioned, In Tangale
socicty wonen do farn but they also trade (Shehu, unpubl.:42-82).

1., In discussing the reason for this division of labour at thot time
Marshall oites Pedler's argumment that it was the women who traded
becauso, uniiko the men, they enjoyed irmunity fron attack during
thie tine of constant warfarc., Marshall, however, disagroce with
this explanantion, strossing the ccononic self-sufficiency and high
degree of internal specialisation of Yoruba towns during this period,
She statos that women were ongaged in trading activitios within, not
betwoen, towns while it was the men who risked going outside the
tovn to farn (unpubl.:72-80),

2., Many Yoruba women do farn, but, as I":hu-_,'\r.jo"‘s dato indieato,
these wonen arc by no noans in the majority (1968:124).



1
Ap for the Ibos, forming and trading are about equally divided between
men and wonmen (Leith-Hoss, 1939%199), Amongst the Bamends this pattern
is sonovwhat reversed, for hexre it 1s the womon who farm-and the men who
parn money fron non—farming pursuits (Koberry, 1952:27).

(i31) Divigion of Labour within Non-Faming Activitics

Most non-farning occupations can bo subsumed under the thyoo mainm
ootegorios menticned above - food processing and preparation, orafts,
and trading. Both within and boetween those categorios a sexual
division of labour oan be ldentificd. Pood processing and preparation
1s a fomale occupation: in 1o soclety hnm 1t been reportod that nen are
involved in this occupation on the hone-industry level,

Data in the literaturc on oraft production 1s soaroe, and clthough
caxtain crafts are nentioned as being done by Ibo {Leith-Ross, 103¢) and
Pangale {Shehu, unpubl,) woren, snongst others, the questlon of whethor
or not these are oexclusively fonele ceoupntlons is not disoussed.
However, tho general inprossion given ig that in craft production as
well, o scxual divisiom of labour oxists, an oxanple beilng Nupe
soclety in which wonen produce those itens used by wonen, men those
used by men (Talol, 1942:295).

Finally, within trading sexuwnl difforentiation can bo found,

One form is in btorms of items of similar value and origin (either
loeal or inportod), men ofton trading itoms produced by men, wonen
thase by wonen, or the iten noy be traded by the sex that uses it,
Nupo socioty providing an czanple of both of these foxns (Nadel, 1942:
30-334).  Another form of scxual differentiation cxists in terms of
the secale end profitability of the trading, The data fron studies in
Acern (Pellow, unpubl.), in Ibe (Ottenberg, 1956) end in Yoruba arcas
(Marshall, unpubl,) a1l point to the following conclusions: that men
control the long-distance trado whereas wonen are largely linmited to
loanl trade; that nen trade with nore capital than womens and, that
nen handle the nore oxponsive ltema. In short, uen dominate tho nore
lucrative levels of %rade. |

Tho evidence in the litorature, then, supports the gencralisation
that there ie conslderable division of Xabour by sex in Nigerian
socletics. However, it is inmportant to note that there is rwceh
variation in both the dogres of dlfferentiation and the form it tokes
fron one society to the noxt, - : :

-
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Fenale non-farming occupations vary both in terms of the type of
occupation and the seale on which the occupation is pursued. The
purpose of this part of the literatwre review is to describe briefly
the variability in female occupations, and the discussion will be
organised in terns of the three major categories of non-farming
activities mentioned above.

(1)

Although infornation cbout food processing and preparation is
available for a fow othor societies, nost of the data on this occupation
corre fron Hausa society., For this reason, the following discussion
is clearly Hausa-oriontad.1

Food processing and preperation can be broken down into three cato-
gories, The first of theso is the procossing of harvested crops for
payment, including the threshing, winnowing and pounding of grain.

This is usually a fom of paid labour in areas where women are not
obligod to do farm work, and has beon identifiod as an oceupation
anonget Hausa (Hi11, 1969:399) and Tangale (Shehu, unpubl,.:43) wonen,
to nention but two.

The processing of food itens to be usod in cocking is & second
type of occupation in this category. Such itens as ground-nut oill and
its by-product, kuli _19_:1_}_,2 as well as Mj are included here.

The list of i%ems is unending, these varying fron society %o socicty,
and 1t suffices to say that this production of items to be used in food
preparation provides an income, though not a large one, for nany wonen.

The third occupation in this category is the preparation of cooked
staple foods, snocks ond drinks for irmediate consunption. Herc again

1. I% must be noted here that Hill, in her discussion of female Hausa
ocoupations, lunps both food processing and proparation and the
retailing of itens not produced by the woman herself under tho term
"house~trading". In this chapter these will be considered separ-
ately in the rospective sections on food procossing and preparation
and trﬂdin{;-

2. Snall fried ecakes nade from the residue obtained when the oil is
oxpressed fron ground-nuts,

%. Black cakes nade fron the fernented seeds of the locust-bean tree.



the variety of items is unlinited and only a fow examples will be given.

Wonen preparc staple foods such as rice, yans and fuwo' end sell these

with different forns of stew, as well as noking lighter snacks like

boan calkes. Kunu, n non-alcoholic gruel, and loeally brewed beer:or

wine are two types of drinks propar~d by wonen, the latter usually being

npade by non=Musling only. It is likely that this cooking and selling

of foods enn be found in nost, if not all, Nigerian societies and has-

been roported snongst the Ibos (Ieith~Ross,1639:342), Krnuri (Lock,unpubl.:6), -

Tangalo (Shehu, unpubl.:41), Tiv (Bohannon, 1968:132) and Hause (Hill,19691399),
Two further comments can be made about this ococupation., The first

is that although food processing and preoparation is done by worien gener-

ally, it would seen that it is particularly inportant anengst secluded

wonienn ag 1t can be done by the wonan within the- conpound, children

being uned as her link with the outside, This, then, is one aspeot of

the variation in wonan's econonic role in which Muslin wife seclusion

is inportant. Non-secluded wonen are involved in food proocessing and

preparation but they do have alternntive occupations to choose fron.

The second corment is that although sizeable profits nay be earned by

wonen who do this type of work on a large scale, in genernl the profits

of wonon in this category are relatively snall.

(i1) Crafte

Craft work is nentioned as a fennle occupation in nany societioes -
and here also therc are inmunerable types and varieties. For oexanple,
Nupe wonen are said to do indigo dyeung, weaving and pottery
(Nadel, 1942:295), Yoruba women to do spimning, dyeing and pottery
(Mabogunjo, 1968:84) ond Housn wonen weaving and epinning (Abell, 1962:7),
while it is reported that Kamurdi wonen do pottery, needlework and haire
dressing ns crafte (Lock, unpubl.:6). Tho general inpression given by
the literature, however, ig that the 4wo other categories (food pro-
caessing and proparation, and trading) are nore inportant ccoupations
for Nigerian wonen than craft production.

(111) Prodtng

Prading is onc of tho nmost inportant fenale occupations in Nigeria,
especially in tho southorn areas., In western Nigeria sixty-six percent
of all Yoruba wonen are traders. Of these Yoruba wonen, one half have

1. A staple food nade fron the flour of guinea corn, naige, nillet,
or rice.
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trading as their main occupation and the rest toke part in trading as
o subsidiary to agriculture or araft production (Boserup, 1970:93).
In eastern Nigeria women amount to about one-half of the labour force
in trode (ibids:91). In Ghana seventy percent of all women engoge in
trode (ibid.:93), eighty pewcent of the total labour force in trade
being femnle (ibid.:91).

Trading, then, is shown in the liternture to be a wide-spread
fennle occupation, However, the term "trading” does not represent o
honogeneous occupationnl category. On the contrary, there is a-grect
deal of vorintion in trading in terms of the types of goods sold, the
soale of investment and the level of profits realised, the variation
in these three fnotors being correlated, In the litercture on
trading three general profit levels are identifiable, with certain
items and seales of investnent usually being assoclated with each.

The lenst profitable level of trading can be divided into two
categories. The first includes the selling of such loecally produced -
goodse as gurplus grains {(in small qunnt:l.'l:ias), vegetables and firewood.
The second category is the small-scale retailing of some of the
cheaper monufactured goods such as salt, kerosene, soap, notches and
Sugar.

On the niddle profit level are the wonmen who denl im foodstuffs
on o sonle sonevhat larger than those at the petty level, and these
wonen buy grainoc or other itens with the purpose of reselling them for
o profit. Sone of the cheaper nanufactured itens mentioned above are
sold by theue wonen, bui ou a larges scole, Included here as well is
the selling of the slightly nore expensive nanufactured itens like
enanel pote, various forme of plastic ware or cloth, these itens being
80ld on o noderate scale., These wonmen denl in groater suns of noney
and have higher profits than those on the petty level, but still their
scale is not large enough for them to call thenselves "big traders",

This title is reserved for those women who noke up the high profit
category in trading. They deal on a large scale in either locally
produced itens like grains or oil, or in manufactured goods such os
cloth, poto, or inported foeds, It is stressed in the literature that
those wonien who reach this level are the exception, rather than the
rule, being relatively few in nunber,

Concerning trading, several further points can be made. Firstly,
although wonen in southern Nigeria can be found trading on all three
levels of profitability, fenmale trading anongst the Hausas is largely
confined to the lowest of these three levels, wonen nainly selling on
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o potty scale such itens as salt, korosene, oil and soap. The data
on the Batagarawa wonen, for exanple, support this generalisation,
When this is coupled with the foet that tho najority of Hausa wonen
are secluded (Hill, 1972:279), = possible connection between wife
gsoclusion and confincrnient to the lowest profit level in trade is
indicated, Although certain excoptions of Haousa wonen dealing on
the higher profit levols can bo olted', nevertheless for nost Hausa
wonen, as for nost secluded wonen of other ethnic groups in northern
Nigerin, the general rule of their involvement on the lowest level of
profitability in trado still stands.

Related to thisc firet point ic the second more peneral comment to
be nade, that trading is for nore inportant ao o fenecle ocoupation in
the south of Nigeria than in the north. Wonen are indeed found in-
the narkets of the north but these are usually wonen fron the south,
No ronsons for this are given in the literature but o few suzgostions
can be nade here.

As nentioned above, there is the obvious factor of seclusion.

A large proportion of the population in northern Nigeria are Musling,
and nany of these Muslin wonen are secluded, this being so especinlly
in the urban areas.” As such, they are unable to participate fully
in narket trade, being confined to the petty level of trade whioh can-
be conducted within the oconpound. Thig faoctor of seclusion does not,
however, help to explain the apparent relntive laock of involvenent of
non-pecluded wonon in trading in northern Nigeria.

Looking beyond soclusinn, then; nnother factor which night be
inportant is that wonen in the south werc exposed to the nodern urban-
oriented econony rmuch carlier thon those in the north. The question
of axactly how this difference affected the fennle econonic roles in
tho two areas hag not boen investigated, VWhatever the processes
involved, and whatever the historical reaseons accounting for this

1. Thoso exceptions include the i 'in saocks of grain dene by sone
woalthy Housn wonen (Hill, 1969:407), and the nonopolisation of the
trodo in kola muts, plantains and oranges by tho Housa wonen in
Tbadan (Cohen, 1969:64).

2. Unfortunately there is in the literature o great lack of information
concerning the extent to which wife seclusion is practised by
Muglins in various parts of Nigerin, Until this gop is filled
the effect of seclusion on fenale econonic roles cannot bo fully
evaluated,
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difference, it noy be hypothosised that ns this nmodern urban-oriented
eoconony cxponds in northern Nigeria, so will expand the involvenent of
nonesecluded wonen in trading. Thic ig indeed one of the geneoral
hypotheses of this study.

The third and final corment to be nade about trading concerns the
gonoral distridution of the population into tho three cntogorics of
profitability, this being thot the najority of fennle troders are
found in the two lower profit categorics, Various reasons are given
for thie generally low lowel of gnin, some of those being appliesble to
both nale and fenmnle trade, First is the faot that there is a-large
nunber of trodors and hence competition is koen (Pellow, unpubl,:180).
Secondly, there ic the ubiquitous problen of shortage of capital
(Ottenborg, 1956:207). Thirdly, nnd relevant to fonale trade only,
is the problen of the conpetition of doneotie duties with- trading
aotivitios for the #ine and energy of the wonon (Marshall, unpubl.:253).

The fact that nost fennle traders ore low earners in conparison
to other cccoupations such as mursing, teaching, ete. is contrary to
tho innge of the rich West Africon fenale trader which readers, whether
Juatifinbly or not, nay gein fron sone nuthors who tend to cuphasise
the fow who have beeoone extrenely wealthy by trading rather than the
nany who hawve not (e.g. Little, 1973)., Pellow, in her werk on the
wonen in Accern, atbtonpts to correct this false inpression, pointing
out with hor data that the wvost najority of fenale traders are low
corners (unpubl.:191-192) .

It 48 not our intention to overstress this point of the genornlly
low profits of fennlc traders, for one would naturally assune that the
nass of people, whether nale or fennle, will be found ot the lower
ecarning levels of the occupational scale in Wost Afriec, as in nost
perte of the world., ‘hat is noteble and not obvious, howevers is
that nost of the luerative levels of trade, ns above nentioned, are
doninated alnost entirely by nen. The nain reason given in the liter-
afure for the continued involvenent of wonen in trade, despite the low
profits, is that since they ore illiterate and unskilled (like nany nen
as well) sthey have no other neans of noking noney, this applying
cspecially in the urban areas (Pellow, unpubl,:160),

(e) The Use of Money/ The Role of Wonaon as Provider

Just as wonen in Nigerin have varying roleo as producers, so do
they diffor as consuners, Three categorics of fenale consuners can be
identified in the litercture, the first of these being wonen who spend
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their noney on lwurdes and extras, providing few if any of the basic

neodo of the funily.1 In this category wo find nost wonen in Muslin
societies in which wife-sceclugion is prac‘l:ised.z According to Islan

it is the role of the nman to provide for the household and any noney

carnod by a wonan is to be used by-her for her personal needs,

Housa wonen are an exanple of this, for it is reported that Hausa - .
wonen do not contribute heavily to household expenditures (Sirmons, unpubl.:9)
but that they spend thoir noney, rather, on extras for themselves and

their children. They buy such itens as clothing, jewelry, furniture

for their roons, and enanel or bross bowla (Dry, 1949:159).

Ap Hill points out, howewer, that the nan-should provide for all
the basic ncoeds of the fanily is the ideal and, in fact, wonen in poor
households nay help with their husband's food exponses (1972:25),
Novertholoss, although these deviations froo tho ideal nay be found, the
ovidence in the literature supports thic genercl rule of the lack of
oontribution to fanily needs on the part of sccluded lMuslin wonen.
Pittin confirns this for the Housa wonen in Kotsina (unpubliched:19),
Cohen for those in Ibadan (1969:66-69) nnd the same pattern has been
found anongst Muslin wonen in -Maiduguri (Lock, unpublished:7).

Secluded Muslin wonen do, however, have other inportant forms of
financial responsibilitics. At cerenonial tines they must give gifts
to friends and relatives and-a wonan is expected to contribute- heavily
to her daughter's dowry (Dry, 1949:159). Bashir, for exanplo,
identifies these financinl obligations used to naintain socinl ties
as the najor notivation for earning noney by Muslin wonen in Kano
(Bashir, unpublished: 15-16),

In genercl, secluded Muslin wonen do not reinvest their profits in
their occupation but use then largely on itens of conspicuous
consunption (Cohen, 1‘3657:69).3 One inplicotion of this, as Pellow

1. Since in the literaturc there is very little nention of fennle econ-
onic responsibilitics to the fanily of birth, the tern "fodly", in
discussions in this thosis on the fenale role 28 provider, refors to
the husband, his wife or wives, and their children.

2. Unfortunately no data on the spending patterns of non-secluded
wonen in these societies is availnable and hence the following dioe
cusgion pertains to the secluded wonen only.

3. It ouet, however, be noted that the buying of Jjowelry and enanel or
brass bowls can be considered a forn of investnent because the value
of these appreciates nnd at any tine they enn be converted to noney.




14

ocloquently otates, is thaot "their wealth ., ., . provides then with no

nobility beyond their doniciles or their fomnle culture" (unpublished:155).
In the second category of fennle consuners one finds societics

such as the Nupe and the Tangale in which wonen noke o considerable

contribution to the upkeep of the fonily, although they are not the chief

providers. The basic pattern here 1s that the nen provide the staple

foods such as grains or tubers while the wonen provide coverything else

(Mair, 1969:138; Shehu, wnpubl,:22), Although infornation is not

available to prove the suggestion, it seens likely that this division

of provision between husband and wife exists in nany Nigerinn societies,

Thirdly there are those societieos in which wonen bear ouch, and in
sone cases all, of the burden of providing for the fanily. Vonen nay
do thio either by forming or through sone noney-naking occupation,
Exanples of the former woy are Benenda and Moguzawa Housa wonen, the
Akon and Yoruba wonen being exanples of the latter way, with the Ibos
represonting o conpronise botween the two,

Banendn wonan are responsible for alnmost all the frrming duties
and thorefore provide the food whereas the nen devete their tine to
cash-enrning occupotions to pay taxes, school feos, ete. (Koberry, 1952:146).
The right of a nan to depend on his wifc for food is clearly shown by
the fact that if a couple are going to divoree, the nan has the right to
clain tho standing harvest (Hill, unpubl.:4). The case of the Magustwa
Housn is sinilar where the crops fron the wife's forn are used for the
fandly while those fron the husband's are used for taxes, cerenonies
and narrioge poynents (Barkow, 1972:325).

Anongst the Ibos the nen provide yans when they are plentiful and
noy give neat or fish at fostive tines, but the women are responsible
for the rest of the fonily's food needs (Ottenberg, 1956:207),

Wonen usually provide for these neods through a conbination of farming-

and trading, although sone wonen do trade exclusively(t citl-lcus, 1539:333)
Finally, Akan and Yoruba socleties belong in this third category.
Informntion fron these societies seans to support the suggestion nade

by Boserup that there is a possible connection between fenales boing in
narket trade and socleties in which wonen hove no right to full support
fron their husbands (1970:93). In both these socicties troding is o
widespread fenale occupation and for both there is evidence that nany
wonen are, %o a large extent, self supporting (MeCall, 1961:297;

Morshall, unpubl,.:188),
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Fagtors Acoounting for the Variations in tho Wonan's Econonic Role
in Part_:t._ctﬂ.ur Socictias

In the provious sections, the varintions found in the econonic
role of wonen have been variations in type of ococoupation, in anount of
profit, -and in tho uso wonen riake of their earnings. Much, although
not all, of tho variation disoussed so far in this chapter, has been
botween societiocs. But even within o given scciety there is variation
betweon wonen, and this section discusses a fow-frnetors raised in the
literature which help to explain this voriation. -

The first of those factors to be discussed is the life oycle,
this including the two related factors of age and mmber of children.
Tho life cycle hae been identified as affecting fencle occupations in
poveral woys. Hill states thot anongst the Batagarawe Hausn older
wonen rather than younger wonen are nore likoly to be engnged in the
najor fennle ocoupation, which in this case is food processing and
preparation. This sho explains in terns of the heavier child-care -
rosponsibilitios of younger wonen with snall children (1969:401-402).
Pitten reports o sinilar pottern in Katsina and although she ncknow-
ledgos the effects of differential child-gare duties, she goes beyond
this to intorpret the difference between younger and older wonen in
tho oontoxt of the socio-ccononic responsibilities of wonen of various
ago groups, She states that onoe o wonan starts having children, she
bocones involved in the conplex not-work of gift-giving and in order %o
neet these obligations she must earn noney. As sho natures in years,
tho aoge and nunber of hor children increases and so do her financial
oormitnents (unpublishod:17). Marshall identifies o sinilar relation-
ghip between 1ifo oyclec and the trading activitiec of Yoruba wonen,
stating that older wonen are nore involved in-trading, having fewer
child~care responsibilitics (unpublished: 210, 220).

The life cyocle has been reported to affect fennle occupations
in another woy, Nadel states that in Nupe society it is largely
childless wonen or wonen beyond tho age of child-bearing who cre the
fow full-tine, long-distance professionnl traders. And, it is with
this olaos of traders that prostitution is associanted (1942:153).

The socio-ccononic status of the husband is o second factor
suggosted in the litercature as accounting for the variation in fenale
ooonorde roles. - Although the effects of this factor have been debated
for Hausa society, comnents concerming other ethnic groups cre few.
For this reason, the following discussion is largely linited to Hausa
sociotw.
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There are two distinct points of view prosented in the literature-
on this subject, Konan and Hill agree that for Housa wonen in Daknce,
a village near Zorin, and Batagarawo respectively, the husband!s
gbatus is not inportant, the wives of rich nen being just as likely to
do feod processing occupations os those of poor men (Konan, unpubl.:32;
Hill, 1969:1401-402), Hill doos note, however, that the husband's
status nay deternino the sealo of ocoupation, the wives of wealthier
nen dealing in nore itens (1969:406), She also states that the few
wonent who store grain in bulk and resell it at a prioe rise are alnost
oxeclusively the wives of wealthy nen (1969:406),

Yeld, on the other hand, argues strongly that the occupation of
o woman is related to her husband's status (Yeld, 1960). First of-all,
she states that these two factors are linked through seclusion, for,
ag Snith argues, the degree of seclusion under which a wonan lives is
o function of her husband's econonic position ns he is responsible for
nadntaining the narringe forn (Snith, 1959:246), ond seclusion linite
the ocoupational cotivities of wonen. Secondly, she argues that
anongst socluded wonen, the wives of rich nen have occupations
differont fron those of poor nen (Yeld, 1960:127-128),

Yeld develops a ranking of fenale occupaticns which she says
corrolatos with the husband's soocio-econonic status. Her ranking is
as follows: on the botton are those non-socluded wonen narried to
poor nen, these wonen being petty narket traders, water sellers and
those who do various types of lobour. In the niddle cone wonen
narriod to nmoen of noderate inocones, these wonen doing food- processing
oocupations, On the top are wonen narried to wealthy nen, these-wonen
doing nainly orafts or having no ocoupation ot 211 (1960:127-128),
Although Pitten reports a sinilar pattern in Katsina, she nockes no
nention of Yeld's lowest category and is far nore cautious in her
suggestion of o relationship between o wonan's occupation and her
husband's status (wnpublished:19). Further bwidanoe in support of the
oxistonoe of this relationship cones fron Bashir's work on Hauso wonen
in Kano (unpublished:43) and Shehu's work on the Tangale of North
Dastern State (unpublished:83-54).

The issue, then, is not settled, with two opposing points of view
being presented in the literature, It nust be noted, however, that
the evidenoe agoinst the hypothesis of o relationship between n wonan's
ocoupation and her husbond's cfatus cones fron rural areas, whereas the
ovidenoce in support of it is nainly fron urban areas, If this were
found to bo genorally so, such o patbtern would suggost that it is sone
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aharaoteristio of tho urban as opposod to the rural enviroment
which explains the voriation in the strength of tho cascefation
botweon the husband's status ond the wonan's ocoupation,

Although moh of the work done on the eeononiec role of wonmen in
Nigeriz has boen within religlously honogeneous socioties, there awe
hovever o fow societios nentioned in the literature in which roligious
di fferentintion ocan be found, these providing the ondly available
annlysis of religion as o factor affeoting femnle ocooupations, The
first of those is tho ocase of the Magusaws Housa ns opposed to Muslin
Housa, VWhen comparing these two, Barkow states that "Islardizoation
has provided wonon with tho opportunity to forsake labouwring in the
ficlds and to develop oraft aldills" (1972:1327-328), - As nentionod
above, Maguzawe wonen farm, colleot water nnd firewood, and trade in
tho narket unliko their Muslin sisters in seclusion. Seadlusion
allows wonwon to concentrate more fully on thedr own noney-naldng
oocupations (although it linits the ronge of ocoupations which ean bo
done) and it nay thoreby confor real eeononic benefit upon the
wonen (Pitten, unpublisheds7).

I% wonld sceny, thon, that 1t is wifo seclusion, as mn aspoot of
Iglom, that gives Munlin Housa wonen an econonic role differont fron
that of the Mogusown, Hill, however, woakens this argunent by
bringing out evidence to show thnt oven in ruwral areans where Muslin
Hausa wonen oxe only partially scoluded, they do not trnde in the
narkot nor do they farn (1972:279). This leads ono 4o conclude thot
it is not sinply soclusion but perhaps severnl aspects of Isloan which
affeot occupations of Muslin Haousa wonen, such as the role of the nale
as provider mmd the general nodesty and subnissiveness yequired of
wonen.

The othor exanple providing an insight into the offoctas of -
religion on the fenole coononie Tole is the ease of Yoruba wonen,

A large muber of Yoruba wonen are Muslins but there is no evidenoce

put forth in the literature to suggest that the econonic roles of Christian
and Mualin wonien differ to any significant extent, For, as lershall
stressos, virtually all Yorubn wonen ore traders and when disowssing the
inportant role of the Yoruba wonon in providing for the fanily, she

nokes no ddotinetion betwoan Christions and Muslins (unpublished:4, 188).
Wifc seclusion is not practised by the najority of Yoruba Muslins and

this nay be the nadn reason why the religious difforencc seens not to
affoct fonale ceonorde rolos in that soclety.'

1. Sone fow Yoruba Muslin wonen are lmown to be secluded, but no data
are ovoailable nbout thodr coonorde roles. Henoe,the effects of
their scclusion camnot be evalunted.,
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The larger issue rolsed by this éxnnple iz what faoctors detornine
whothor or not wifc scclusion is-penctised by the Musline of ony
particular area, Unfortunntely, no author has yet undertaken to
anawer this question. o

There has been little analysis of the varying effoots of the urban
and mural envirorments on thu coononic role of wonen, but a few points
oon be nade, The shift fron agriculturce to trading has beon identified-
by several authors as the major effect of urbanisation (Okends, 1970:109,113;
MoCnll, 1961:291Y, Womon, obviously, cammot farm in the urban areas,
and that women take up trading rather than industrial jobs in the urban
contres is not surprising whon the largoly cormeoreinl nature of Nigerian
citics ia considered,

Another lovel on which tho offcots of urbonisn are dlscussed s
that of the relatiwe overall soclo-econonic pesitions of urban na
opposed to rurnl wonen. Authoro diffor in thelr nsgessnent of this.
Little $onda 4o eomphosize the econcmic independence of urboan wonon,
belicving that the growth of urban institutions holls oult now md sxtrn
opportunitics for wonen to achlovo status (1973:1180). He does adrit,
howevor, that although thiz wrbon envixonnont offers wider scope for
individual wonen, it does not generally provide wonen with the safe-
guards and security they traditionally enjoyod in the rural syston
{1973:29). Referring to tho Akon of Ghana, McColl is snother author -
who stresses the liborating offoct of wrbanisction on wonen (1961:298).
, Pollaw, on the other hand, spaeals out rather zealously agninast
whot she galis this "nyth of tho liburated African (Ghonian) urban
wornarr®  (urpublished: 341). Omne of tho thoses of hor study on wonen
in Acoro ia that tho wrban womon is in pany ways nore dopendent upon
her husband than the rurnl wonan (ibid.:262-264)., Okonjo ochoes this
gane theme of tho ineronsed dependency of urban wonmen anongst ITbos
(mpublished: 133-134). B '

2 wopants MR mongst co-wives is anothor factor suggested in the
literature tc account for the variations in tho fenale ccoupatlional
roles, and hae bean disoussod by Marshall, She stotoz that anongst
Toruba women the senlor wives are nore froe to trade than the junior
wives beonuse the latter corry rost of the responsibility towards the
husband ond the donmostic duties of the conpound, Younger wives do sono
troding but their aetivitios are nore restricted than the senior
wives (Harsholl, Unpli235=234). R
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Tho BEcononde Role aa 2 Dotorninont of the Stotus of Wonen in Society

In this finnl scotion the foous will bo chifted fron the fenale
eoonorndic role itself to look at the broader gquestion of whether or not
this role is an inportont deterndnon® of the status of wonen within
socioty. Most authors writing about West Africa tend to agree that
an aotive econonic role on the part of a wonan is assooiated with her
having o highor status within tho socicty, nore authority within the
fanily, ond with Her being less doninnted by her husband, Certain
oxoeptionn to this goneral opinion can, howevar, be cited.

Sperking on a genercl theoretieal level, Goode states thot when
wonen have opportunities-for productive deecision and action outside
the control of their nen, thoy enjoy nore respect and are less
doninnted by their nen, He argues that this is go becouse the
husband and their fanily want to receive the benefits of this outside
activity (1963:346), Both Mair and Littlo support this thoory
(Madr, 1969:'7; Little, 1973:1172). Bxanples of sociotics in which
this relationship has been shown to hold are nany, Clignet states
that in the Ivory Coast an increase in o wonan's econonic independence
is associated with a decrense in the power of hor husband over her (1970:46),
HoCall is soying the sane thing about Akan society when she reports
that the adoption of an active role in trade by wonen in the urban areas
has ddniniched tho ability of the husbond to control his wife
coononically and sexually (1961:298).

On the :ane thene, Cohen nssgert: that nale doninance in Knnurd
socloty is basod on ccononic power. It is the wealthy nan who con most
offectively denand the traditionnl role of the wife as o subordinate,
for he is not dependent upon his wives for their laobour sorviceg (1971:178).
In Banends soclety as well, nen are reported to use tho. econonic
dependency of wonen to nnintain nale doninance (Kaberry, 1952:146).

Sonc outhors, however, prosent data which do not agree with the
general viow., Ottenberg, for exanple, adnits that in Tbo society
wonen, when ccononically independent, flount their husbands' suthority.
But, she goes on further to say that this unocertainty about the proper
rospeotive positions of nen and wonen is chiefly on the donestic level
md that on the general level of society the nmen's position of
roligious, noral and legnl authority is in no way threatened (1956:223).

Sanday also deviates fron the genorally nccepted position. She
questions the sinplicity of the direct correlation between a wonan's
econonic contribution and her authority position within the fanily



md the society, suggesting that this relationship is nore oconplex
(Sanday, 1973:1682-168%), Sanday prosontc evidonce fron several
sociotios to dispute a theory propounded by Durhan that if wonen pare
ticipate in any two of tho three nain activities of survival -
reproduction, defencc and subsistenco, they will develop a power

base (ibid.:1683). Sho effectively shows that wonen who contribute
hoavily to subsistence activities nay or nay not hove power and high
status within their socletios. ler oonclusion is that a contribution
to production is a nooessary bubt not sufficient condition for-the
dovoloment of fenalo status (1bid.:1697)., According %o her, o oon~-
tribution to production will only onhanoe fenale status whero ocontrol
and produotion arc linked, If powor is based on nogioal or religious
title (open to nmalos only), thon the contribution of wonen to
production will have no effoct on their stotus (1bid.:1695).

Conclusion

Although a fow cormmon charactoristics of the econonde role of
wonion in Nigeris stand out im the literatwre, i.o, tho indisponsability
and auntononous naturo of therole, it is howover the great divorsity
of fenalo ccononic roles aoross Nigoeria thet strikes the roader,

Wonen diffor with respect to. the types ef occupations they pursuc,

The najority of Yoruba womenm, for oxanple, arc narkot traders whereas
nost Muslin Hausa wonen are comfined to food processing and crafts,
oooupntions which ean be dome within the hono. Within any one culture
thore nay also be variations in terns of type and seale of ocoupations;
anongst ITho wonon, for oxanple, sonc are large seale traders selling
substantial ancunts of both loeal and inported products while others
deal on a potty level, solling only the surplusos fron their owm forms.

Wonen also differ groatly in tho way in which they use thoir
oarnings ,Yoruba wonen have a very inportent poxrt $o play in providing
for tho noods of their fardlios whoroas Muslin Hmusa wonon contribute
1ittlc to the fanily's naterial support, using thoir carnings for
extrans for thonselwos and their childron ns woll as for the naintenance
of social ralationships through gift-giving.

Considerable variation in the dogroe and forn of division of
labour com also bo identifiod in tho literature. Anongst the Yoruba
and Tiv, for axanple, nalc and fonale rolos arc distinotly soparato,
the soparation of those appoars to bo loss cloar for the Ibos, and in
Kofyar socicty thore is littlo division of labour by sox. In temms of
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the forn the division of labour by sox takos, in Yoruba socicty
the non have beanr identified as the producers, the wonen being the
retailors, while the roverse is truc for the Bapenda,

Thus, great variations in fonale coononic roles are described
in the Iiteraturc; howewer little work hns been domo on tho omnlysis
of thoso difforences., Although o fow authors have suggested ome or
two faotors which night account for the variation in fenale ccononde
roles within the partioular socicties thoy studied, fow conparisons
betweon cultures have bean nado and there hawe boen fow, if any,
attenpts to develop thoorics oxplaining the variation found within.
or betwoonr cultures. It would have been interesting, for example,
if tho differences inm fenale ceonondce rolos had beon correlated with-
dordrmont culturnl influences such as religion or politieal structure,
with dogroc of urbanisation ocr with lovels of ccononie developnent,
Notting is the only author who approaches a gonornl oxplonation,
suggosting that the lower division of labour anongst the Kofyar
(and tho acconpanying fomalo coomunie roles) is o response to
acological factors. He doos not howover axpand this thosis to
prosont a pattorn of corrolations botwoon cortain ecologienl types
and difforent forns of division of labour betwean nen and wonom,

(and henoo different fenale coononiec rolos),

The developnent of gencral thoorios about fenale ceononic roles
hag probably been hindered by the following lirdtations of the data
prosently available, First, tho data are scarce, nany nreas of
Nigeria nover having been covered, And, oven for thosc arcas where
research hns boon done, there are large unfilled gaps in the information,
Also, the nunber of books and articles that have been spocifically
writtonr on this topic are few; ruch of the available data is found in
the contoxt of studies undertaken for purposos other than tho
cxplanntion of fenale econonic rolos,

Socondly, the research om tho econonic role of wonon has been
done over o long tino spam, fron about the 19%0's to the present day,
and this nokos the analysis of differences betwoen ethmic groups -
difficult as inportant faotors like level of ccononie developnent,
level of wostern education and cormunication facilities have certainly
varied as well,

Thirdly, nost of the work on the ocononic role of wonen has been
deseriptiva rather than analytienl. This lack of analyeis oven within
partioular cultures nokes the dovelopnont of nore gonoral theorics
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difficult bocouso not oven tho nost sinple bose on which to begin
has been built, Finally, tho little analyticeal work which has beam
dono is largely inpreossionistic rather than quantitative, thereby
inoroasing the difficulty of noking conparisons,

Much ground work therefore ronains to be done in terms of data
colloation and annlysis before genernl thocries of fernnle econonle
rolos oon be doveloped. Porhaps this study contributes to this. task
in two weys. First, it 1s o quantitative piece of research and,
socondly, it ile amnlytiend, going beyond nero desoription: to tost for
the effects of soveral faectors on fenale soononlo roles. As such,
it provides comcweto infornntion on at lonst ono ocomrmumlty which night
be eonparod to others. It nay be that a gonoral theory of tho dotors
ninnots of fennle ocononic rolas in Nigorls ean only be developad
vwherr gonparative dnta for nany arcas are nade avellable.

Yo

Staotenont of the Problen of the Prosent Rosvarch :

S o

The nain purposc of this roscorch was to dosoribe and analyse-in
detall tho variation found in the econonie roles of wonem inm Mangu,
o narket town on the Jos Plateau. The following aspoets of the
fonalo coomorde role werce studied: the typos of prinary cccupations
followed by the wenen, the incone cormned by woenen in the pursuit of
their ocoupatioms, the particlpationw of wonen in farming, and finally,
the role wonen played in providing for tho needs of their fondilies.
. Am vory fow, if any, thooretical propositions concorning the
sconoride Tolce of wonen in Nigerimn {or Wost Afriem') societiens exiated
o bo tostoed, this study was an exploratory one, ained nt investigoting
the offoot of a nunbor of factors on the econonic role of wonen in
Mangu. Most factors suggosted in the liteorature as possibly acoounting
for thoe variation in fennle oconomde roles woro comsiderod, Those
included in thiz study aro the following: age, the nupbor of children
a wormn has, husband's socio-econonic status, religion, and rank anongat
no=wivos. During the prolininary fieldwwork paeriod a number of othox
footors wore idontificd as possibly offoring some explanation for
. differcnoos in seonmonic rolos mmongst wonen in the town, These are
ag followa: Christiamn denoninatiom, othnieity, whother a wonon 1s nono-
ganously or polygynously narried, the wostern eduwoatiom roceivoed by
both o wonan and her husbond, the length of tine o wonan had beex .
living in Momgu towrm, whother she liwed with her husband or lived alorse,
the aran of tho towm where a woenan lived, and f£inally, the anount of



noney a women rn7tvod from any source to start her ocecuration,

Although secordar to the purpose of analysing the present
econonic role of woren in Mangu, 2nother ~im of this study was %o
identifv the wws i1 vhich this economic role differed fron the
econonic role of moran that pertained in the area at the
bezinning of- the 20tH century.

Finallv, ~1thouzh this atudv was not desimmed to test any
porticular theories, implications of the resscrch findings for
several theoretiesl frameworks will he e lored in the
conculing chanter o” this theais,



CHAPTER 2

THE RESEARCH SETTING

24



\\_. " Roads
Zaria —— = Slale boundary Mdiduguri}
|
\
ra
' \\ BAUCH)
// ) Yorg
NORTH \ |
[
CENTRAL / NORTH - EASTERN
|
/ &) 10’5 STATE
STATE | !
‘\Bukuru \\ (\_‘\‘_‘
\ =
Kaduhu g™\ \
v w
KU“‘”ChGH// y Langal @ aindtrl [~
( . J
N angy "¢™ GUN P
\\ Maraba
3 Panyam Amper
f/’ Eokion PANKS HIN
e ) Daffo Mongun
» Langtang
\\__/
BENUE PLATEAU  STA
Wamba SHENDAM ¥
Yelwa
0 40 Km.
L A L L i
\ eurd -

Fig. 1 LOCATION MAP






BUKUBA -2

HAUSA

[:] PLATE AU

-~ ETHNIC BOUNDARIES

‘PLAINS HILL

\ HILL ANGAS

£‘ angtang

PLAINS
MONTO. YERGUM
< pia- ot
N PUN
Shendam
GOEMA!
(ANKWE)
0 40 Kilometres
L 4 1L 1L Tk

Fig. 2

ETHNIC LOCATION MAP




CRAPTER 2
THE RESEARCH SRPTINGY

Introduction = Physical Deseription

The rescarch for this study on the economic role of women was
undertaken in Mongu, an expanding market town in Benue-Plateau S3tate,
Nigeria. Mangu is locnted on the Jos Plateau 80 kilomotres south-east
of Jos on the Jos~Pankshin road, Like many other fown built on a
major rond, Mangu stretches out along both sides of the road, The
town is about 2 kilometres in length; at its droadeat point Mangu is
about 1,5 kilometres wide but it narrows in places to less than 250
metres, especinlly at the southern end, The population of Mangu was
estimated to be 15,000 in 1973.2

The most striking physical feature of Mangu is its morket,
Located on both sides of the road at the northern end of the town, it
covers 2 wide area, and is =zerviced by a large motor park. In
the market there are two long rows of permanent market stalls which
. are zinc roofed, the remainder of the atalls being temporarily con-
atructed of wooden poles and grass matting on market days., Although
first and foremost 2 market town, Mangu alse performs the role of an
adninistrative centre, having s Polics Charge 0ffice, a Local Area
Office, and a Grade B Area Court. Algo, the present Chief of Mangu
Distriet occupies the office of Chief of Sura-Pyom ndministrative area
as well as that of the President of Pankshin lLocal Autherity.,’ In
Mangu one alsc finds a digpensary, three primary schools, a secondary
school, seven grinding engines, and two petrol pumps, There are four

1, Information not referenced in this chapter has been drawn from the
researcher's field notes, R

2., This was the estimote made by the 1973 Census Officers in Mangu,
(It must be noted that these consus figures havenot been accepted
by the Nigerian government,)

3« See below, page 29 , for a description of the administrative
gtructure of Pankshin Division,



Chrdstian churches of different denomirmations and about fifteen
mosques in tha town. T T

The majority of buildings in Mang: arc made of mud bricks and
are roofed with grass. Howcevor, about ono-fifth of all the buildings
do have zine roofs, and of those with zinc roofs, about one—-quartor are
homes in which the floors and walls are ocsment plastered and perhaps
painted, There are three or four buiidings in the town whioh are
nade from cement blocks.

History

Mangm was founded in abeout 1885 by a Sura nman nemed Mwanssalb,
Because of famine he and scme other Suras left the village of Xopal
near Panyan and went to Pyemgijl, the then religlous capital of the
Pyen psople, Later, they moved to Langai with Mangvot, the Pyen
founder of Langai, and after some time Mwansat shifted to the presend
eite of Mangu.! A full history of Mangu from the time of its
original sottlement to the progent dey cannot be given here, but the
important events in the administratize, soclal and cconomie historics

of the town will be montioned,

(a) Administrative History i P

Although- the tioes wore loosc, Wangu, from tho time of its
ostablishment, came under Bauchi Emirate, Mangu residents vaying taxes
to Langal from whore thoy wore lransmitfed to Bauchi, Bauchi town
came under British control in 1902° and by 1906 tho southern parts of
RBauchi Emirate, ineluding the Mangu-Gindiri ares, had also been subdued
by the British, Bauchi Emirate then bocame a divislon in the nowly-
formed Central Province, It was subdivided into distyicts with the
Mangu-Gindird arca thus being formally inocorporatod intoe the Distriot
of Bauchi Division.3 In 1908 Pankshin wag wmade the heed of Hill

1., Thias serics of ovents ig commonly agrcod upom by Mangu, Gindiri and
Panyam residents as being the true acoount of the founding of Mangu.
This also agrees with the versions collectod in 19%4 by A.BMathows
and Noad, (National Archivos Xaduma (NAK), SWP 17-3 22864, Gindiri
District Repord).

2, F.. ta1l, ocomp., The Gazmoticer of Bauchi Provinee {London: Waterlow
& Sons Lid., 1920)', paragraph 38 in The Gazctioers of the Noxthern '
Provinecs of Nigoria, vol,l: The Hausa Emiratos (Londou: Frank Casa,
1972) . ' - o .

3. NAK, SNP 7 889-4908, Anmual Report for Bauechi Province for 1907.

¥ -



" Division, anothor division of Contral Prov*inao-,f and most Sura and
Angas. poople lived in Hill Division while the Suras of Mangu were -
urider Bauchi Division along with the majority of the Pyem. ILater,

_ in 1926, Platcaun Provinco was created, consisting of Jos Division,

" Parkshin Divieiom (the fommer Hill Division renamod) and the Mangu-
Gindiri areca of Lere District of Bauchi Division.z In viow of the
growing. importance of Mangu, an gssentislly Sure town, the links with
Gindirl, a Pyom towm, were-oventually rosented, Comsequently, in
rosponse to popular demand, Mangu was shifted in 1935 to tho North
Sura Foderation District of Parkshin Division.” Then, in the late
19508, Mangu and its environs wero madc a separate district, tha towm
boing the adnimigtrative headgquarters. , _ o

Prior to this time the highost authority below that of the
Diviaional Officer had been tha Distriet Head, Howevor, in 1956 the
twenty-four districts of Pankshin Diviaion were groupcd into three
asdmimistrative aroas, thesec being the Angas, Sure~Pyem, snd Ron-Kulere
Foda:lrations.4 Positions of Paranount Chief werc creatod to head cach
of thoso throe federations. Theoe positions wore filled by oleetion,
the Dietrict Heade of cach foderation being oligible for election im
their own area., Lator, in 1958, the further position of Presidenmt
of Pankshin Loeal Authordty camo inbo being and this post was filled
by tho election of enc of the three Paramount Ghﬂ.-:zf‘a»5

Although Plateau Provimee was joinod with Bomue Provinece in 4967
to form Benuo~Plateau State, the admimistrative structure set up iw
the late 19%0s still stande today. The madn features of this structure
can be skotched as follows:t on the apex of the structurce iz the Divisw
ional Officer and below him are the threc Paramount Chicfs, one of
whom oocupies the pogsition of President of the Loeal Authority. Each

- 1. NAX, JOSPROV 375-1912, Annual Report for the CGentrail Provimeu for 1912.

2. NAXK, SNp 17-3 22864, Ginddiyi Distrigt Notes; S.J. Hogbem,
An Introduction to the History of tho lslamic States of Northorn

. Nigeria (Ibadan: Oxford University Prese, 1967), p. 249,
3. NAK, JOSPROV 4005-1483, Gindixi Districot Notes.

4. Provinoial Annual Reports 1956 (Kaduna: Govermment Printer, 1958),
~ p. 130, S

5. Provineial anmal Roporis 1958 (Keduna: Goverrment Pi'intor, 1958)
P. 122, : _ S



of the Paramouvnt Chiofs heads an administrative arca made up of
saveral digstricts and below sach Paramount Chief, then, are the gthar
Distriet Hoads within his area, Finally, in each district arce the
various Villege or Ward heads. i - .

Two lovels of councils exist in i;his administrative stmotum
These are the Pankshin Loenl Authority Couneil and below it the
District Counndls, Phe mombership of the former ig made up of ropre-
sontatives from each diatriet, the President of the Pankshin Looal
Authority, plus other local notablos and adoindlstrative nominecs.
Each Distriot Counril consists of the Distriet Head, souo Village or
Ward head’a of the distriot and other nominatod members.

The aocial 'hia‘bory of Mangu will include comrents on- 'both ’she
otinic and roliglous composition of tha town?s population, = -« -

The foundexs of Mangu wore Surs and since its establishnent,
despite its oarly close links with tho Pyem of Langai, Manegu has been
thought. of as a Surz town. However, Mangu is not othnieally homo--
gonoous, several other groups having seottled in the towm. Tirstly,
from the time of itz founding people from neighbouring ethnic groups
made thelr wey to Mangu. The Pycen are the largest loenl, non~-Sura
group in Mangu and they arc followed in terms of numbers by the Angas
from the area-arouwnd Pankbhin

Secondly, from 19‘!.0 onwards the - development of $¥in proepccting
brought nany Heusas to the Mangu arce, oither as traders or as forcuen
" workdng for the tinm conpanies. The Heugas settled in a village sbout
5 kdlometrea north af Mangu on the Jos road, unwilling to live amongst-
the thon pagan Swras, and this village wap also reforred to as "Mangu".
Thus there wore and atill are two Mangus, these being distingulshed by
theiy names. The Mangu closer to Jos iz callod "Mangu Housawa® (the
Mangu of tho Hauses) while the Mangu of this study is commonly
referred to sinmply am "Mangu', although the official name of the towm

Ll . .

1. Although tin prospecting had bogun in the area by 1902, it was
not until 1910 that this zotivity had roached sizesblo pr\oportions.
{(F.B. Gall. OD. c.'l.’f:-, paragraph 7).
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is "Mangu Agali" (Original Mangu) E

Although today Mangu is larger and more inportant than Mangu
Hausawa, this has not always been the case. - In carlier days Mangu
Hausawa wes the opore significant of the two, being the seat of the
loecal court. This court was an Alknli's Court probably set up by
Bauchi to accommodate the needs of the growing Muslinm pepulation,
However, when Mangu began to develop as a market centre, Mangu Hauaava
was soon overshadowod., It continued to decline relative to Mangu and
by 1964 Mangu Hausawa had lost evenm its judiclary functions to Mangu,
the former oustonary court in Mangu having been by that time upgraded
to a Grade B Arca Court. As such, it bocane the most inportant court
in the distrioct. The Alkali's Court in Mangu Hausawa was eventually
closed down in the latc 1960s with the death of the Alkali,

As Mangu grew in inportance the Hausa people began to move to
the town fron Mangu Hausawa and they were joined by many Hausas
fron other arcas who cano to Mangu to take part in the comnercial
activitice. The oxpansion of Mengu as a narket centre attracted
people fron the south of Nigeria as well, The first Yorubas arrived
in Mangu around 1945 and they were followed by the Ibos who started to
cone some four or five years lotor. -Although all the Ibos left
Mangu during the disturbances in 1966, a fow have returned and are
prosently living in the town., Finally, nunerous other groups fron
both the Platoau and other regions are represented in small nunbers
in Mangu.

Mangu is also hoterogencous with respeot to religion for the towm
narks the necting-point of the two major cultural influences affecting
the area, Islan coning from the north and Christianity fron the south.
As nentionod above, the Hausas cance to Mangu fron 1910 onward.
Although this date narks tho beginning of the Muslin influence in the
arca, it was not until nany years later, in the 1940s, that this
influence began to penetrate the loeal culturc, By the carly 1960s
thore wore nany Muslins in Mangu but the Christians and followors ef
indigenous religions together still formed the najority. However, -
after tho visit of the lato Sardasuna of Sckoto to the region in 1965,

{. Originally the Mangu of this study was called "Mangu Arna”
(Pagan Mangu)., Later, in response to a petition by the uany
Muslins in the town, the nane was changed to "™angu Asali",
More recently, tho oxpansion of the narket has earned e town
a now, unofficial nane - "Mangu Kasuwa" ( Markot Mangu).



thore wero naony convergions to Islap on the part of both the Christlans
and Followers of indigenvus roligions. A% present the Mangu: population
is npproxinataly 60 per cont Muslim and 40 per cont Christlan, with a
nogligible number of people still following indigenous religions.
The Christian influence cane under the protection of the British
Arny which had ostablishod control over most of the area by 1907.
Tho Church Missionary Socloty (S) sot.up stations in Panyem, -
Tangtong, ond Bulura in that same year-, and in Kabulr in 1910,°
Panyan was the eentro for nission work arongst the Suras and no nisgasion
settlenent was cevor established In Mangu although the town was visited
by nilssiomardes from Panyan. In 1930 the CHS handed over all thelr
holdimes In the region to the Sudan Unitod Mission (SUT—'.()4 and fron that
tire onwards this was the mejor Christian group to proselytise in tho-
The loeal Nigerian church associated with tho SUK is namod EKAS
(EXlisyar Kristi 4 Sudan) and sonotimoe in tho 1930s the first EKAS
Churoh was ostablished In Mangu, Since then Christiane of various
denonfmntions hove filtercd into Mangu and et present one can find inm
the town Baptists, Roman Catholies, and membors of the Asseublics of
God, anongst othora. However, the najority of Christians in Wengu
belong to the BKAS Churech, . : e,
 ps for further nission activity in *!:ho' araen, Iin 1934 a school o
train pastors wam ostablished by the SUIM in Giml:!.ri,s and this wos just
the beginning of what wag to bocome ome of the largest nission eduo
ationel centres on the Plateau. In 1950 o lopmwosariun wog started by
" the SO 5 kilewetres cost of HNangu. And, the S also ostablishod
loeal dlepensariaes and prinary schools in the Mangu area. |

1. NaX, sKp 7 8891908, Anyml Report for Bauchi Province for 1907.

2, L. Naxwell, Half & Century of Gracs (SWH 1954), p.13
3, 1bdd., p.172

4. ibid,

5, ibid,, p.182
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Relating woligion to othnic group, in Mangu the Suras arc both
Christian and Muslin, although the Christians are in the majority.
The Hausas in Mangu are exclusively Muslin, this beilng true with very
fow oxceptions for the Pyon as well; alnost all Yorubas are Baptiat
Chrisgtians. Most of the Angas people in Mangu are Chyistian
although a fow Musling pay dbe found amorg thon.

(o) Econonic Hlstory

The last topic to be discuased in this scetion is the history of
Manguts econondc develomient fron o snell village to o large _
cormercinl centre., By 1910 extensive tin prospeoting was well .
under way and this date noxks the beginning of ftrade in the ares,

Ae nentlaned above, Hauwen itraders started to oone at that time

for gaing wore to bo nude by sclling to the European tin niners ond to
the nany Nigerians they brourht fo the arca. Mangu residents soon
becane involved in this trading, realising that they too could carm
profits by selling their swrplus grains to these people, the noney
garned being used to meet their personal noeds as well as to pay
their taxes to the Colonial adninistration. _ S

Tin prospecting and tho domand for money to pay taxes, thon,
wore  the two nain stinmuli that initlated cormerclal activity in-the
arca, Mangu boing involved in this zetivity as a trading centre, Howevor,
Ggen when the prospecting revealed little tin in the imnediate
vicinity and the industry was thorefore concentrated in arees north
and south~east of Mangu, the towm still continued to grow as a
trading centre, servicing the mining canps. Por, its position as
a point nid-way betwecon the nining areas in the north and the grain-
producing areas south of Pankshin nade it o logical point to stocke-
pile. o SR | N

In the rid 19209 trade in Mangu wes given a furthor hoost by
the building of the firgt Jos-Parkshin notor road which passed through
Meangu, and by tho estoblisiment of Mangu narket by Hirso Dalshan, the
sixth COhief of Mangu. Fron this tine onward Mangu consclidated her
role as a digtribution centre. Although the narket increased
stoadily in size it waz not wuntil 1958 and aftexr that the aocelerated
zrowth of Mangu narket took place, and in 1968 the two rows of
pormianent narket stalls were constructed, By this tine the notor
road had beon inproved and extended to the Shendam Lowlands, thoreby
expanding the scope for tradc in terns of both geographical arca ang
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oroducts, Pimlly, the upgreding of the Jos—Shondan road to & good
two=lane tarnne surface in 1971 only quickenod the already rapid
expanslon of Maugu narket, .

Mangu 1s at prosent the largest narkoet coentre on the Plateau,
with the oxception of Jos, and the town plays an essential rele in the
A etribution of goods on both the loeal and rogionnl levels.

Although Friday is the offieinl nmarket day muech buying and selling,
espocially in bulk, is done on Tlursdays and gnall quantities of

nost ifens sold on Fridays can bo obtained in the narkot on any day
of the weok, Tho najority of Mangu residents depend either dircotly
or indirectly upon the narket for thelr Livlihoed, and It is with
jugtification that the town, as oonticonod above, has ’been unoffioially
naned “Hangu Kasuwa" {Markot Mangu), g

T D aphic Malk _ _ _

The Mangu population was-reocorded in 19%4 é.s 2,3991, it was L
thought to be approxinately 8,000 in 19632, and, 28 nentioned above,
it was estinated as roughly 15,000 in 1973. Those Tigures show that
" tho Mangu population alnest doubled botwoer: 1963 and 1973 and this
rapid growth is sti1ll going on, as evidenosd by thoe many now
bulldings continually springing up.

As seen above, the Mangu population is vory heterogeneous.
Ethnically nany greups are reprosented, the najor of theee being the
Sura, Peyon, Hausa, Yorubn and Angns, Religiously, Mangu is split
batwesn Christisns and Musling, followers of indigenous roligiona
heing few, In terns of Christian dencninntien, sbout four-fifths of
all Chrigtians are nembers of the EXKAS Church, othor dencninations
auch am Catholics, Baplilsts, nenbers of Tho Assenblies of God and the
MS Church naking up the renaindor. Anothor forn of heterogencity
which oxiste and which has not previously been discussed iz differ-
ontiation with respect to malo ocoupations and tho wealth and prestige
sasocictod with these. This differentiation will be desoribed in.
the following paragraphs. .

1. NAK, SNP 17-3 22864, Gindiri District Report.

2. Piguros for Mangu town oxolusively are not availablo in the 1963
ccngus roport. Howover, as the total population of the distriet
wag rocorded as 27,205 in that year, this ostinate of 8,000 for
Mangu alonc nade by Mangu residonts scens reasommble.

{(Population Congus of Nigeria 1963 - Northerm Roglow, p.198.)
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The various nale ocaupations in Mangu can be groupcd into fouxr
ngln soclo~cetnonde levels, Boefoare golng on to identify these, two
corments pust be made. Firstly, theso eategorles arc very broad and
contoln within thon mach differentiation, the discussion of which was
not thought to be relovant to this thosis, Secondly, this partiocwlar
categorisation and ranking of nale cccupations spplies to Mangu orly,
as 1t was basod on the Mangu rosidonts' own ovaluation of the
various oceupations, The author tekes note of the fact thoat these
sane occupations might be ordered in s difforent way in anothar
corrmuni by, ‘

Having nade thosa cormonts, an cutlino of the male socio-
ccononlc mtructure in Mangu will now be presentad.1 On the bottonm
lovel are the full~tine farmers, those men usually having sone forn
of part-tine work such aa craft-produoction or trading to supplenent
their incone, Included in this botiton category as well are guch Low
atatus non~farming cocupations as labourer, tamner, and bdbarber.

- On the second level are these nen whose full-tine cccupation

ie not farming but sone other form of work such as talloring, . -
oarpoentry, bleyclo~repoiring and blacksmithing. The amall seale
full-¥ino troders avre placed in this category as well. llem in
this ecotegory noy or nay not farn, but if they do, this is only as
a pubsidiary to their najor ccoupationm, S

Mon on the third lovel can bo divided into two groups - thoae
B with wostern oducaticn and those without, In the formoer group are
such nen as policencn, pastors of various churches, headnasters of
prinary schoola and their teachors, ofe., The latter group is nmade
up of those nen who have becone noderately well~off through neons
othor than western oducaticn, usually through cormerco.  Although:
these nen are not trading on the largost sonlc and they would tond,
for oxanple, to have a naricet stall rather thon a shop, still they
have sufficiont income to be plaoced in the sane ocategory as the
above-nentionad eduested, salaried workors.

1. Although sone authors night treat trqding as onc honogoeneous

: eatogory, in this outline the various levels of trading -
potty, part-tine, and full-tine on the small, noderate, and
large scales - are considered as Jdifforant ocoupntions,



The highest socio~eoononic catogory of nen in Mangu consists
nainly of men who have become wealthy through large~scale-counercial ;
activities, Thoso nen are either big traders with shops, transporters,
potrol sellers, or, in sone oases, o combinntion of these. In thim
top category as well is the Paranount Chief of the Surs-~Pyen-Federation
who, by virtue of his politienl position and his high salary, is
placed in this upper stratun. Included in this oategory also aro tho
faw non in Mangu with highor cducation suoh as tho Principal of the
¥angu Secondary School and sone of his teachors. L o

™o inportant obscervations ocbout the nalo socio~ocononic
structure in Mangu ocon bo nmade. The first is that farning, as
¢ithor o part-tine or a full~tine oceupation is on tho decline, Werm
are shifting fron farning Yo trading, the lattor oceupation offering
nore gain for loss strenuous labour, os well as certain social
advantoges, The effoet of this change on the nale role as provider
for the farlly, aespewially anongst the Chrlstians, and its offoobs
upon the ccononic role of Christian wonon will be discussed in a
Jater chapter., S _

. The seoond obacryntion to be node sbout this structure is that,
a fow oxoeptions notwithstanding, high male scoio-occenonic status in
Mangu is gonerslly asscclabed with the Islaniec faith, almost all tho
wonlthy tronsporfers and tradors being Muglin, This correlation is
wnderstandable when ono considers tho different avonmes to success
tal¥on by Christians and Muslims. For the former, wostern cducation
has boon the way to wealth and progtige and those who have achieved it
by this-neans are nmow enployed in the larger urban centros. The
Musling, at least in the past, turned largely to commerce as-a noans
t0 succoss and nost of thosc wvho did well are still in Mangu, taking
advantage of the ever-ineroasing opportwritics this markoet centre
provides for thom. B

Senctusion

It was in this rapidly oxpanding unrket town, then, that this study
Wwos ;6211'1‘1@:1 out, Mangu offers two main advantagos as & research
setting., The first is that both in torms of the sizo oand the hetero-
genoity of 1ts population, Mangu night be thought to he ropresentative
of the growing commoreial towns located on arterial frade routes in
the Bome Bosin, e.g, Lafin and Nasarawa. TFor this roason the _
findings of this study nay bo nppliecobls not only to Mangu itsolf but
also to othor commoreial contres of sindlar character,



Socondly, as has hecn shown above, the population of Mangu is
heterogencous with respect to ethnie group, religion, and male
sccelo~ccononic status, anongst other factors. This heterogeneity-
is sufficient to allow for o congiderable depth of analysis. And,
beecause theso variations exist within the sane commmnity, hypotheses
concerning theo offcots of these factors on the ceoononic role of women
ecan be tested while conbrolling for the influencce of such inportant
vorisblos as general level of cduaeation, commwriecations facilitles,
degroe of speoialisation, anount of agricultural surplus, and
availability-of row naterdals. Also, as the Suras, the largest
ethnic group, are both Christian and Muslim, the offoct of religion
on fenale ccononie roles can be investigated, the fraditional ol
qultural heritage being hold constant. S



CHAPTER 3

METHODOLOGY



CHAPTER 3
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Desoription of Fieldwork o

The fleldwork for this study on the economic role of womsn wos
earrded out betwoan Ootober 1572 and March 1973. Three months of
preliminary fieldwork wore done dwring which time the information
necessnry for the comstruction of o questionnairs and the selection
of a quota sample was collected., In December, 1972, a quostion-
nadre wae protosted, and the zetuanl adninistration of the question—
naire took place between January and March, - 1973. A woek of

follow-tp fieldwork was done in April, 1975, to =see what changes had
" come about in the cconomic role of women in the commuity sines the
time of the ordgimal research and to £il1) in vertain gaps of
information about the area. .' ' . o :

Data Colleotion _

The bulk of this report concerna the analysis of the responses
of 132 women fo a verbally administered quostionnaire, However,
this apnlysis depends heavily upon information obtained through
informol discussions coyried out during the fioldwork perlod.

A1l Intervicows, elther formal or informnl, werc conducted through
an interproter ag the researcher was not fluent in the loenl
langungos,

(a) Informal Discussions

Information on a variety of topics not covered by the
quostiomeaoire was obtained through informal dilscussions, Somo of
tho topies investigated in this way are the following: tho history
of Mangu, the troaditiomal cconomie rolc of women im Sura and Pyes
socictien, tho social ocompogition of Mangu, the genorael oricntation
of tho EKAS Church towords malo apd fomnle economic roles, apd the
structurc, functions and possible offcots of tho Women's Iellowship
(Mata Zumunta) of that church on tho economic roles of women in Mangu.

(v) oQucstiocmnaive Adminigtration

As mentionod zbove, the major part of the dota of this study was
colloeted by moans of a verbally administeored quostlonnaire, The
quostiennaire was protestod on a sample of fifteen womon in Mangu

T
EN



Hausawo ot tho end ovaeoomber,'1972. No major allerationa were
foumd %o bo neceasary, although some of the gquestlioms such as those
concerning the woman's contribution. to tho upkeep of the family were-
nade more spocific. Bebween mid-Tanuary and the end of March, 1973,
the revised questionmaire was administered to 192 women-in Mangu.

A1l interviows were done by the researcher herself, with the
aspistanoe of elther of her two interpreters. 3Both interproters
wore female, had been born and raised nenr Mangu, were Sura, and were
fluent in Sura, Hausa and E'ngliah. Interviews werc conducted in the
following foshion. During the lnterview the rescarcher held the
quostionnaire in Bnglish while the interpreter held a copy of the
questions in either Sura or Hawse, the choice of the languuge in
which the intorview was to take place having been made by the
roapondent. Each qucestion had been nssigned a mumbor and tha
researchor directed thoe interview by telling the interproter which
question to cak next. The angwor to each question wns lmmediately
translated into English by the interproter and was mcorded on Jt:ho
questiomnaire by the resenrchor,

The months from Janunry to March proved to be an excellent timo
to earry out the gurvey, boing the dry seasom. During this scason
there arc mo farming activitlos and henes the Christion women who
form were more availoble for intervieows during those months than they
would haove boenm at any other time of the year. The d»y seagon J4id
not, of course, affoct the avallability of Mualim women as almost
none of them are involved in famming., The dry season thus represcnts
the peak of the Involvement of Christian women in non~farming
pursuits, whereas thero is less voaristion in terms of season for tho
Musglim women®s activities, Because all interviews were carriod cut
in the dry season, the offoot of saaaon on famnlg occupa‘sions wes
not inveastigated. ’ : s LA .

Ofton, more than one woman in any given house was interviewed
and seporate visits wore usunlly made for eanch :I:'of::pcn'zden‘l:.1 In poly-
gynoug homea co~wives werc in most casaes interviewod in order of
seniority, The average length of an intervicew was one hour.

Interviows were usually held in the home of tho woman, although
in a fow cases the queostiomnairce was ocdministered %o women while they

1. For further discusgion on this point s=co tho sec‘clon which
followz on the selactiom of the somple. o
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were vigiting friends or relatives. Interviews were conducted in
cither the womam's bedroom, in the common sitting room or in the

open air, according to the prefercnce of the respondent. Although
an attompt was mado to talk to women on their own, in-at lcast half
of the cases this weoa not possible, co-wives, friends, relotivos or
the husband of the woman often being present. Intorviowing in tho
presence of othors did offer the advantages that tho accouracy of the
vonan' s responses werc ofton checked and correccted by those listening
and thaot information unkmown to the woman was sometimes voluntoared
by the others, However, observers did orente some problems, The
presence of listeners sometinmes made the woman reluctant to be fully
honest about any privato mottor such as her profits and tho use of
hor eaxnings, Secondly, observers sonctimes made the woman
unmwilling to give certain piceca. of information which were truc but
socially wnncoeptable. Thirdly, with co~wives listening, junior
wives would be unlilkely to comtradict what the sonior wife had sadd
in a previous interviow, thercby mltiplying innccurancies in the data,

The Sample

The questionnaire of this study was admindistered to a quota
scmple of 192 women,  Although o random sample would have allowed
for the usc of stronger statistienl testa, the seleetion of such a
sample was not possible givon the size of Mangu and the-limited
rosources available to the resoarcher im tormes of money, time, and
aceurate population rcoords,

It was oxpocted that roligion, Christian denowmination, cthuie
group, age and husband's socio-oconomic status would bo important
variableos and hence it woas decided to draw o quota sanple om the
basls of those variables., Rough cstimnteos of the distribution of
the Mangu population on each of those varinbles were made and at the
timo the interviews were carried out the sample was drawn to roplieate,
as closely as possible, those rough cstinmates.

Tho original target smmple wos to be 150; in faet, as mentioned
above, it was possible to interview 192 women. Table I shows the
nctunl distribution of the sample compared to the estinnted distrib-
ution for 2z semple of 200, It should be noted that no attempt was
nede to draw a samplo with respoct to an csatimnted multivariate
distribution; that is, for oxanple, whercas cfforts were made to
koeop the mumbers of Christian and Muslims in the correct proportion,
40 per cont Christian and 60 per cent Muslinm, it was not thought
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possible to specify the proportiom of Muslim women undor the age
of thirty. . o

Two further variobles were taken imto conmidoration during
ganplc selection, these belng the womants typo of primary ocoupation
and the loeation of tho woman!s marital home., As rogords type of
oocupation, 1t was imposaible ot the time of interviowing to ostimete.
the population distribution for the differont femnle occupations.

And a0, the moin objeotive of somple seloction with respeet to this
voricbic wos not %o ropliecate the Mangu population, but simply to
onsure that tho mumbey of women intcrviewed in oach of the major
ocaupetional cotegordes was sufficlent to allow for the anelysis of
this vardpsble. Consequently, the sample ¥ bu Adspreportionnto with
raspoct to the typas of femalo occupatiemns, c.g. tradors ooy be ovem-
reprosentod in the sample, - '

Concerning looation, Mangu was thought of as being divided into
oight sactions but the mmber of women living in ench scetion eould
not be epbimated. Howevor, during the seleetion of the sample,
an attompt wos made to interview women from all seotions of the town,

Contact with the wonmen in Mangu was mode in o vardety of ways,
and of those womcn contrcted, only thoge that conformed to the ncods
of tho samplce werec intorviowed. Mony womon were kmown by the
ragonrchorts two interproters through thoir notwork of frionds and .
relatives. Women who had been Intervicwed af timee introduced the - |
ropoorchor to some of tholr kin or cequaintances, Many women who
wore nmet by chaneo either on the stroets ox in the homes of others
agrecod to be queationed, Sowetdmes women unknown to tho researcher
or hor intcrproters wore approached without any introduetion, these
womon having been ldentified ans necossary to compleotc one or another
of tho smmplets quotas, Finally, the heads of severazl wards
assigted in introducing the rosearchor to nceded categorics of women
who had not boen othorwisc contacted, . . _

In any given houschold that had beon contacted, all women that
wore nooded to fulfil tho requiremoents of the sample were interviowed,
For, it -was not the intention of the rosearcher to limit the siudy
to, say, the first wifo of tho head of eaoch household.

In goneral, the wonen wero vory rcooptive to the idea of belng
interviowod and wore moat coaperative. Christian womon wore inter-
viowad without prior consultntion with tholr husbands, but no Muslim
woman was quostioned befeorc persission from hor husband had boen received,



TABLE 1. THE STUDY SAMPLE
ESTINATES FOR A ACTUAL SAMPLE
VARI ABLES CATEGORIES SAMPLE OF 200 OF 192
NUMBER % NUMBER %

ABLIGION CHRISTI AN 80 407 a1 | 4%
MUSLIM 120 6o 109 575
INDIGENOUS — - 2 1%

—_—-I-_'—'—"----—-

DENOMINATION BKAS 64 80k 68 a4t

‘. OTHER 16 20% 13 | 166

‘Em-:zc GROUP AICAS 10 5 10 5
HAUSA 40 20% 72 | 17

E PYEM 30 19 271 | 14
SURA 120 6056 113 | 5%
OTHER - — 10 5%

AGB AGE ¢ 30 yre. 80 A% 65 | 346
AGE2 30 yrs. 120 60 123 | 64F
DoK .y N‘A. — —— 4 a'r

|HUSBAND'S SES

(1) CHRISTIAN LOW 56 0% sax | 69
EIGH 24 0Fe 2% | 28p
D.K.’ H.Jl'-. -— e — 2 % _j‘_

(2) musLin Lov 60 50 58 | 5% l
HIGH 60 v 50 48 + a4% )
D.K., N.Ae - — 3 o}

* Inclulos two followors of indigonous religions,




Data Annlysis

Crosg=tabulations have been used to analyse the data obtained
fron the questionnires, these date having been arranged and coded
in torns of dependent and independent variables, Two, threc or
senetines Four wariables have beon inteorrolated (o.2. two varisblos
boing cross-tobulated with sonetines ome or two controls) along
the lincs formulated by Hynan (1955) or Blalock (1964), The rango
of the responsas of nost variables has been dichotonised or
trichotonised and thus the variables rmst be considered as boilng
at {the noninnl, or at nost ordinal, leovel. o

The statistice ussd to measure the strength of asscocistion
betwesn the variables cross-tobulated is (Oramérts V¥V, The roason
for chooming this noosure over, say, one of the neasures doveloped
by Gooduoom and Kruskel ia sinply that it could be easily calowlated
frou tho chl sguare statistio, 2 progran for which was availabie
to the roscoreher; therc wore no progrons  ovallablie for the
caloulatione of Goodnan and Krusknl's tou or lanhda, for exonplo.
Tulots § night have boen uped aos 1t is sinple to enlemlate buk
becnuse sone of the warisbles hove nore thaw two categories this
chodico would havo eutailed usimpy two quite AUifferent ncasureaz of
aspoclation,. R I o K

Cranoarts V was caloulatod wherever it was appropriate to
calculnte the oid square statistic. Firstly, 1t was celoulated
for all two by two tobles in which no nowe tham one cell had an
axpectod froquoncy less than five and in whieh no oxpected
froquency wase less than ome, Soeondly, it was calouloted for
nll tablee with degreass of freodon groater than one in which no
moms than 20 por cent of the cxpected froquenciocs wore loss tham
five and o expoctod frequonoy was loss thon ome., Yatols
corvectionr wns done om all two by two iables, (Sonter, 1969: 389
8iegel, 1956: 110).
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The values of Cramerts V were divided into four ronges and the

following table prosents the phrases usod to deseribe eaoh of those
Trangoes, EE L

MABIE 2  RANGES OF CRAMER'S V

FPHRASE USED St VALUES OF CRAIER'S v
¥o Relationship 0LV K W15
Weak Relationship o G588V & 25
Moderate Relationship 2 ¢V & .45
Strong Relationship ‘ 45 £ T £ 1,00

Tosts of slgnificance for the chl square atatistic woero of course
oalculated by the prograw, These testa, while providing proteetiom
againgt rondon sampling crrors, offer no protection ageinst
systenatie bias which may arise through the soleotion of a nom-

" rondom smple, The study sample is clearly non-random and for this
roason: 1t would be mislooding to dopend here upon theso tests of
significonae, Henoe, in this thosis the rosulis of thoso - tesis
are not emphosised though thoy are roported in Appendix g .

Congfzuction of Vardoblqs _ _ . L

In the following parographs tho way in which the vorichlos of- _
this study were oporationalised for the analywis will be described,
beginning with the six dependont variablowm.

(2) Dependent Varisblos

(i) Prinary Occupotion
Data were colloctod on all the ocoupntional activities of tho

wonor interviewed and if o wonman had more than one oeccupation, os

many of then had, the voman' primnry ceaupation was used for the | .
analysis. IT o woman could not differonticte botween hor ocoupctions,
the first oceupation sho montionod was in most caseg baken as hor
prinaxy ocaupation., The only oxception to this rule involvos .
trading wonon, In the samplo there are ten wonen who did trading
plus ono or moro other oocupations who did not spoelfy a primory
occupatior. - In ordor that the number of traders would be sufficient
for analysis, trading wns token as tho prinary ocoupation of these

ten wortorn. ' ' ' :
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A wido variety of femnle occupations was found in Mangu and
thase wore grouped for-the analysis into the five following ‘
eategories: mot-nnking, beer-brewing, food procossing and preparation,
trading, and a miscollancous eatogory. !

The first category ocomsists of women doing mat-moking. This
is the mnin form of croft production done by womer in Mangu and
although o fow othor crafts such ns baskot-nakding, woaving, spinming,
Initting and orocheting are also dene, these are usually secondary
ocoupations. Thore wore, howovor, scven wonen in the sample doing
ornfts othor than notemnlding as thelr primory ccoupation. Boomuse
those forms of craft production differ from each othor and from mebe-
making in terms of proocessos and profits, thoy were included in the
miscalloncous oceupationnl ecategory rather thon being clrssifiod
with not-nnking.

The socom! category inmcludos those wononm who brow beer and the
alecholic form of gruel, kunun tashi, Although, as will bo seon
below, theso two drimks diffor slightly in their mode of proparation,
lupun tashi is alnost oqual in alcoholic content to becr. TFor this
roason the browing of beor and kumur tashi hove been classified
togethor in omc category. Thoe preparation of those aleoholie
drinks were sopernted fronm the other forms of food processing and
preparation bocause these two groups of occupations arc quite distinct
in torms of sovoral factors., Firstly, the brewing of beor and
unun taghi takes usually 4 or 5  doys whereas tho preparation
tine for most other food items (with tho excoption of groundmut oil)
is sinply o fow hours. Sccondly, ~lthough a2 spnll nunber of women
do brow beer with only a fow rudus™ of grain, in gonoral browers
oporate on n senle much larger than that of the other food processors.
Thirdly, whilo tho big browors of boer ond kumun tashi have thoir
own brewing pots and preparc these drinks in their own hones, nony
of tho women involved in this occupation on a snaller sccole hire the
use of pota from the more ostoblished brewoers, having no boer-browing
pots of thoir own, The big browing houses are locntod in one part

1. Detailod descriptions of cach of these ocoupational categorioes
in torms of natorianls and procosscs involved, the loeation of
the activity, and the usunl secle of investnont and level of
profits are prosented in the next chapter,

2. A dry noasurc tho wolure of which is approxinately cqual to
onu litro, aolthough it worios,
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of the town, near the markot, and it is in these houscs that nost
of tho beer is produced as well as s0ld, The othor foods are
always prepared in the home of the woman herself, the fools are
s0ld cither in the home, the streets, or in the market, and no
spocinl section of the town can be identifiod with food preparation,

The third category of female cccupations, then, is foold pro-
cessing and preparation, consisting of the production of certain food
itens used in cooking ond the preparation of foods for-immediante cen-
sunpt:l.on.? Tho preparation of the sweet type of kunu, umm zald,
is included in this entegory rather than that of beer brewing becnouse
it is nmorc similar to food proccasing ocoupations than to beer
browing in terms of the factors just nentioned - the lemgth of time
spent in preparation, the place of preperation and snle, znd the
seale on which it is prepared.

The one wanan whose prinery occupation was petty-trading in
salt and kerosene wns also placed in this cntegory of food processing
and preparation because although sho differed from the food processors
in terms of tho actunl work done, in terms of othor charactoristics -
she was nore sinilar to thosc womonm than to the women who do trading.
This wonnn was 2 Muslin and coxrriced out this trading entircly fron-
within her home, using childron ns her link with buyers, Traders,
on the othor hand, trovel to other moarkete nnd sell their goods in
Mangu narket. Also this wonan, like neny other food processors, had
a weekly turnover and profit far annllor than that of the trndors,

Trading, then, is the fourth oatogory of famnle occupations,
Women in this eategory differ greatly with respect to their scale of
investnent and profits earncd, Towover, there are two important
characteristics which identify women in this eategory, regordicss of
the level of their trading, These characteristies have just boon
nentioned - the travelling to loenl narkots to buy foodstuffs
and the reselling of thesc in Mangu narket, This "trading" cotegory
docs not, however, include the selling of the wonants own snall
agricul tural surpluses, garden products or firewood, as thia form of
troding is not done by women living in Mangu but seens to be reserved
for wonen who cone to Mangu naxket fron the surrounding villoges,

{. Bxzonples of these will be given in the next chopter,
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IFinnlly, therc is the fifth ocobegory of miseclloneous femnle
prinary occupations, this coneisting of sovernl cecupntioms which
coudld not bhe subsumed under any of the other four catcgories.1
Thego nisocllaneous oocupations werc not included for the onalysis
on thelr numbers wore too fow to formm a fifth variable ontegory. _
That ia, if this category had beon ineluded for tho cross-tnbulations
of this varinble with other vordobles, the Cramerts V's oconld not
have bocn calculated for most of the $nbles produccd beoause the

mubers in certaln eclls would have been too fow.z

(ii) Tradors/Non-Tradors
As will be discussced in 'l:he next chaptor, trading is o relatively
new female occupation in Mangu cnd it differs in several ways from

the other occupations done by women. In erder to identify ony
gpecial characteristics of women who trade, o sccond dependent
variable in texrmas of type of occupation wos construcbod in the foll-
- owing woy. A wonon was olagsified ag oither o trader or a non- -
frader depending on whether or not she ongaged in the activitics
dogeribed immedintely above as "troding", regardliess of whether or
not this was hor prinary cocupation. In this way, all wonen
trading are separated fron all non-tranding women,  "Traders" and
"Non-Traders?, thom, arc the two variable eategorios of this
dopendent variable.

(111) Profit Level - | |

There were great differcnecs in the profifs gained by vwonen and
the third depondont varioble noasures this variation in carmings.
Thig vorinble consists of o wonian's totnl profits fron all her
oecupntions for the weeck prior to the interviow, Another nliormative

would have beon $¢ usco only the profits from hor prinary occupation
for that week. This wag not done beeause it 1s o womante total gain,
not memrely the gain fron her prinary oeccupation, that may affect or
be affoeted by sach factors as hor husband!s socilo—oconomic status,
heor age, the nurboer of her children, and her contribution to the
fanily's urkeep.

1. A list of the cocupations of thoso cloven worion is giveon on
page T3 in the next chapter.

2. Sce Tablec 4 at the end of this chaptor for the freguoncy
digtribution of this and all other varianbles in terms of both
the fine and ecollapsed codings.
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Dotailaed questiono approprinte to oach of the occupations wore

asked in order to ascertain the profits goined by the wommn in the

wook boforo tho interview.! Thore was no guarantee that that particular
wook!s profits wore typionl of tho wonan's oarmings- but at least tho
introduotion of crror in this way was randon,. And, what wos lost in-
terns of roprousentoativenecss wos nore than gained in terms of acowrney,
for quostions about o "nomal" week night ofton have generated unrealistic
mewors, This rule wns relaxed, howeover, in the foew onses whore the
cornings of the wook prior to tho inborview wore, for ome roason or
anothor, totally out of lino with the wonan's nowmal profit lovel.’ Tn
those canses the wonan was asked to estinate hor camings for the noet
rocent week in which her profits wore at their usual Iovol,”

In terns of the noccuracy of the profit figures, another point nust
be nade, It is likely thnt wonen deflated rather than inflated their
profits, being undorstondably suspicious of questions on this tople-
and boing wwilling to publiciso the exact anount of their earmings,

- Profits were found to vary fron nome at all to #20,00 per weeck
and, in tho analysis, this ronge was dichotonised into low and high
categordios. The former contains total profits up to 112,00 while
the lattor includes any profits over that.4

(iv) Total Nunbor of Ocouglticmss

This variable noasures thoe total muber of ocoupations a wonon
was involvod in at the tine of the interviow. HNat-naking was
congiderod as ono cecoupation, No wonan browed both beer and Joamun
taghi ond hence the quostion of whother to troat those as two
gsoparate oococupations or as one did not arisec. For food processing
and proparation, involwenent in the production of any one of the nain
groups of itens in this oatogory - itons to be used in cooking,

233
i, Sec Appendix® , p. 8, for exanples of these quostions,

2. Thesc include such reasons as sickness, having travelled, or
preparations for speclal cerenonies, c.g. 2 narriage.

3, I% is olear that this variable night have been naned "Incone" or
"Barnings" per weck,

4, It must be noted that for this, as for nany other variables, there
wero several "Don't kmow" and "No cnswor" rosponses, These re-
sponges were deleted fron the annlysis; they do not constitute noxe
than 5 per coent of any subsanple, and there doos not appear to be
any pettern to these "Don't kmow" and "Neo answer" responses,

5. This variable will honoccforth be referred to as "Nunber of
Ocoupationsa",
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snacks, cooked basic fobd;et, and kunun zaki - wag regarded as a
soparato occupation. For exmmple, if a woman nade both Funum zgki
and boorr ecakes, it was recorded that she had two oceupations. PFood
rrocessing aml. mreparation ocoupationd wore treated in this way
because the production of the diffvrent groups of itens wore
perceivod by the wonen in Mangn as being quite separate cocupations.,
Troding, regordiess of the number of itoms sold, was codod ag ono
cocupation. For tho analysis, wouwon doing only one ocoupation

nade up the Tirst varinble cabogory and wonen having two or nore
occupations formed the socond. . N
- The wonan's total nuober of oocuimtions ig not onc of the
ioportant variablos of this study. It was considerod to be of
interest only in tcrne 61‘ its rclationship with the major dependemt -
variables ~ Primary Ocoupation, Traders/Non-Traders and Profit Level,
and for this reason 1t was crosa-tobulatod with theec threc
voariables omly.

(v} Femng R
Onc Mght have expocted frou the literaturc roview that farming
would be one of the major categories of female occupations. In
fact, no vwonan in thoe Mangw sample listod forming as her nnjor
occupation and for this reason farming is not a entogory under
prinory ocoupation, Forming as an activity hoa bean, howover,
eonsldered as a separate, dichotonous varisble, Tho first catogory
of this variablc includes wonen who farm as a secondary cceupation
while the second eatogory consists of women who do no farning at nil,
In this atudy the analysis of this varisble is rather sccondary to
tho madn worlke of deseribing and apalysing the prinary oceupations of
wonon. Honece, very 1itftlc is donc with this varicble opart fron
{nvestignting its intorrclationship with the othor manjor dependent
vorlablos, S o
(v1) Provision of Household Noods’

_ The sixth dopendont voriablo ie o moasure of the woman's cone
tribution to the upkeop of the fanlly. Comwodities congumed by the
family wore dlvided into the four followlng groups: hasioc foods,
including grains and tubers; soup ingrodients, inecluding vegetnbiles,
noat, mold, oil, ote.; substontive nonmfood items such as clothing

1. Heneeforth referrod to as "Provisioph, -
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for the wonan herself and for hor children, school feos-and firewood;
and finally, less oxpensive non-food items such as soap, pomade and
plaiting throads.

Womon were asked to estinate what proportionm of each item in
those groups they provided relativo to what their husbands provided.
Then, a socre on a six-point scale was ealeulated for cach of these

four groups of 11:@:5.1 The categories of this senle are shown in
tho following tablo,

TABLE 3 CATEGORIES OF PROVISION OF HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

COIE IESCRIPTION OF CATEGORY

Nothing

Suall in comparison to husband

Loss than husband but still substantial
Sane as husband

More than husband but husband also asgists
All

W U N -

Then an overall provision score for cach woman was obtained by
calculating -~ weighted average of the scores the wonamr received for
oach of the four groups of itens. The scores of the basic foods and
substantive non-food itans werc givon twioo the weight of the othor-
two categorios - soup ingredicnts and less expensive non~food itens.
This waighted average was also in terns of a six-point scale and for
the purpose of analysis this range was dichotonised, scores of one
to three forming the "low" provieion category and four to six
forning tho “high" ocategory.

As nentioned abowe, the najor focus of this study is the prinary
occupations of wonen., Howewver, the wonan's contribution to the up-
kocp of tho fanily, as an inportant aspcot of the female econonie role, -
has also received considerable attention, and this variable, "Provision",
has been cross~tabulated with nost, although not all, of the other
variables of this study.

4. A deseription of how theso scores were calculated is presontod
in Appondix g,
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(b) Indopendent Variables

Having discussed the dependent variables of this study,
attontion will now be shifted to the construction of the
independont variables.

(1) Religion

The range of this variable was dichotondised into Christian and
Muslin as only two followers of the indigenous Sura religion had been
interviowed, thesc being too few to make up a third variable catogory.

(11) Christian Denorination’

Here again, the range of this varicble, Denomination, wes
dichotondsed, neubers of tho EKAS Church forming the first ocategory-
and nenbers of all other Christian denominations forming tho sccond.
A1l the non-EKAS Christians were considered as one category becouse
tho munmbors belonging to each of these differcnt denoninations were
too fow to forn soparate variable categories.

(1ii) Ethnic Group

The three cthniec groups uscd in the analysis are Hausa, Pyenm
and Sura, A fow womon of other ethnic groups were also interviewed
but their mmbers were not sufficiont to fornm another varinble
catogory. And, as will be seon in the findings, coven with just
those throe eategories the cunputation of the Cramerts V was not
possible for nany tables in which this variable was cross-taobulated
with tho dependent variables, the nurbers in certain cells being too
fow, Thie ocourrod cspeoially for the Christian sanple beeause in
Mangu religiom and othnic group are corclated: there are Hausa,
Pyon, and Sura Muslins, and Sura Christions, but there are no Housa
Christians and very fov Pyori Christians,

Although it would have becn inteoresting to conpare systenntically
tho ceononde roles of Yoruba and Sura Christian women, this was not -
donc becausoe Yoruba wonon wore not included in the sanple. [Howover,

o fow gencral corments about Sura as conpared fo Yoruba Christian
fanale ocononie roles arc nade in Chapter 7 below.

Therc are soveral roasons why Yoruba wonen verce not intervicwed,
Firstly, the Yorubas are relatively fow in nunber in Mamgu, perhops
accounting for not more than twenty fanilies, and hence, Yorubao
wonen represent but a snall ninority group in the town. Socondly,

1. Honecoforth referrcd to as "Denomination".



tho intoention of this roscarch was-to focus prinarily on the
local Mangu peoples. And thirdly, thore was a langusge problen.
Yoruba wonon in Mangu tend to speak linited Hausa and English and
the rescarcher's intorpreters wore not fluent in Yoruba,

Although Hausa wonen are not indigonous to the Mangu aren
they wore included in the sanple, for two roasons, Firstly, -
thore are a substantial numbor of Hausas in Mangu and secondly, it
wag thought that comparisons betwoen the Hausa, Sura and Pyom Muslins
should be nande,

(iv) Wonan's Number of Children'

Thia variable represcnts the total number of childron o woman
had at the tine of tho intorviow, irrespective of whether or not
thoy wore actually living with her., VWomen with throe children or
loss were inecluded in the "fow" category, women with four or more
in the "nany" ocategory.

(v) Husband's Number of Wivos

The range of this variable was dichotonisod into women in

nonoganous narriages and wonon in polygynous narriagoa.z

(vi) wifo's Rank in Polygwaous Houscholds’

The first category of thie varisble is nade up of all wonen who
are the first wife in polygymous noxringes, the second consisting of
all wonen who arc their husband!s socond, third, or fourth, wife,

(vii) Aze

As vory fow women mew their age in terns of - years the
resocarchor, in consultation with her interpreters, nade a rough
ostinate of each respondent's nge, Variation in wonan's cge wos
ddvided into two ocatogorics, wonen undor thirty years of age being
included in the "young" oategory and wonen thirty years or over
being placed in the "old" ecategory.

1. Eeneceforth recforred to as "unber of Children',
2. Henceforth referrod to as "Honogrmyf;-o;m_'

3. Honceforth referred to as "Wife  Rank",
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- (viii} Uo stern Educa‘l::.on

The ronge of this variable was da.chotonised into those womnen
with no westerm ocducation and those wonen with some western oducation.
- Vory fow of tho wonwn in the latter category had nore than three
' yoars of primary schooling and for this rcason the voriation in levols
of schooling atbteined was not invostigated.  Attondance at Morent 8
Sehool", a form of odult cdusaltion ineluding literaoy classes as well
a8 tho toaching of cortain homemcconomics subjocts, was also
sonsiderad to be westorn odueation.

(ix) Longth of Rosldonoco in Mmg'ut

This vericble is a neasure of the longth of time a wonan has
1ivod in Mangu. Women who had beon in Mangu for ten years or less
woro plaoced in the tahort" category and thosc who had beon there for
nore than ten yoars were inoluded in the "long" oategory. c

(x) House Locatlon

Al though Mangu wos dividag into olpght soctloms, the compardson
usod in tho mnalysis of tho Traders/Non-Traders vardable (the only
dopendomt variable cross-tabulated with Houso: Location) was betweon
women living in the area noar tho BKAS Churel, soction eight, and
womon 1living in all aroas of tho town. The range of this variablo,
thon, was dichotomised imto those wonen living in section cight
and those women living in the other seven ascetions of the town.

N
(zf) Husband's Socio-Eeonomio Stotus®

. Mho inmdlentor wsed to moasure the socio—econonic stotus of the
woman® o husband was his yrinary occupation. Male ocoupations wore
renkod in the way thot Mangu rosidents poroeived thom and wore
groupod into the four cecupational levels owtlined in the provieus
chaptor. (Sco pagoss) Theso categorios, in ageending oxder,
nre am follows: farmers, craftsnen and snall-gonle traders, traders
on a noderata seale plus avorago-salaricd worldars, and finally,

1. Hencoforth reforred to os wRogidenea-Marngu «

2, Honocforth refoerrad te na "Busbandls SESM.



 (xii) Husband's Wesborn Hducation

large-scole traders, trangportors and highesalaricd 1~rc:a:*kcz'rs.’f
For the purposo of the analysls these were collapsed into two
oategorioa, with the two lowest foming the *low' eotogory of

huosbond's socio-coononmic status and the two highoai:_ _fom:lng ‘hhe_
"high' oategory. L

. The range of this variable was dichotoniscd in the sane
way, for the sane reasons, as the Woman's Wostern Education -
noNe Versus Sone.

(x1i1) Apount of Initial Copitea®

Wonen were agkod to estimato tho anount of noney with
whioh thoy started tholr present ocoupation, If they responded
in {orms of natordials with which they bogam, 0.g. 2 certain .
auantity of graso for nats or grains for food proparation,
these quantitics were converted into nonctary velues, Tho -
rlow" oategory of this vaxdiable ineludos wonen who had s
beginning capital of ¥1.50 or less, the "high" consisting of
all women whose indtial capital was grooter than 111.90.

(xiv) BRusband/wife's Rosidencc

The range of this variable was dichotomised into 'ﬁromeﬁ -

living with their husbands and women living om thelr own,

(zv) Husband's Forming Response

The ootegories of thie varicble used for the analysis are
ag follows: nen who themselveos farm, reogardless of whether or not
they also pay others to farn for than; men who do not farnm but pay
others to forn for thenm; and men who do nelither,

1. A complete list of the different ocmpationé in onch of
those ootogorios is prescentod in Appendix A..

2. Honeceforth referrod to as "Initlal Capital®,



TABLE 4

CODING DECISIONS SHOWING FREQUENCIES

VARIABLE

FINE CODING FREQ. GOLLAPSED CODING FREQ,
1. PRIMARY MATS 87 MATS 87
OCCUPATION BRER 21 BETR 21
KUNUN ZAKT 351 lr
FOODS 22 FOODS 53
TRADE IN 1-3 TTEMS 11
TRADE IN 4—6 ITRMS g | TRavE x
MISCRLLANREOUS 1 NISCELLANEOUS 11
2. TRADERS/ TRADERS 58 58
NON-TRADERS  NON=~TRADERS 134 134
3. PROFIT LEVEL PROFITS 111,00 114
i11.00< PROFIT & 112.00 30 } LOW PROFIT 144
{12.00 < PROFIT % 114,00 25
{14 .00 <.PROFIT 15 } HIGH PROFIT 40
D.K,,N.A, 8 8
4, NUMBER OF NONE 1 NONE 1
OCCUPATIONS  ONE 93 ONE 93
THO 65
THREE 24 } 2 OR MORE 98
FOUR 9
5. PARMING YES 58 58
NO 134 134
6. PROVISION 1 a 35
2 83 LOW PROVISION 146
3 28
4 23
5 5 HIGH PROVISION 46
6 18
7. RELIGION CHRISTTAN 81 81
MUSLIN 109 109
INDIGENOQUS 2 2
8. DENOMINATION  EXAS 68 EXAS 63
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 2
BAPTIST 2
- - NON—EK AS 13
ROMAN CATHOLIC 2
9, BIENIC GROUP  ANGAS 10 10
HAUSA 32 32
PYR 27 27
SURA 113 113
OTHER 10 10
10, NUMBER OF  NONE o7
CHTLDREN 170 3 a7 FEv 114
470 6 60
7 PLUS 18 | MAN "

a See Table 3, page51, for Category Descriptions



TABLE 4 —- Continued

VART ABLE FINE CODING FREQ, COLLAPSED CODING FREQ.
11. MONOGAMY/ ONE 82 MONOGAMOUS 82
POLYGYNY WO o 53
(HUSBAND'S THREE oot 28 POLYGYNOUS 106
NO. OF WIVES) FOUR OR MORE = - 25
D-K- ,No-"’-t : . ’ ’ : ‘ ) 4 D-Kl ’NQA. 4
12, WIFE RANK  FIRST = .o oo 50 SENIOR 50
(POLYG. WOMEN) SECOND ., "~ .. . 34
. THIRD Lo T 14 NOT SENIOR 54
' FOURTH S PRI 6
D.Kt ,NnAo : - . . W 2 . ’ 2
13. AGE ME<30 YRS, . 65 YOUNG 65
%0 = AGE 45 YRS, 109 . 125
45 YRS, % AGE L 14 } oLD
D.X.,N, A, R 4 D.K.,N. A, 4
14, WESTERN wowg 163 163
EDUC ATTON SOME RN 29 29
15. RESIDWNCE -~ TIME € 6 YRrS. A6 } T 102
MANGU 6 = TINE % 10 YRS, 56 SHOR
10 < TIME & 20 YRS. 48 8
20 < TTHE B f| o 7
D.X.,N.A, 3 3
16, HUSBAND'S LOW 1 o 34 |
. e _ 0
SES w2 . T2 b mow 106
MEDTUM . 61
e e 5 } HIGH 81
DK, MoA. - o 5 5
17. HUSBAND'S HONE _. S 138 135
WESTERN SOME . wT 44 44
EDUCATION D.K.,N.A, T N 13
18, INITIAL - NoNe ... .. 8 ; 2
CAPITAL 1N, CAP, % 1,50 66 } Low 121
#1.00 < IN. CAP, 20 } HAGH &
19, HNOUSE SECTTONS 1 -7 b - .~ 162 162
LOCATION secTioy 8 . . 19 19
D.K.,N.A, ' B b B 11
20. HUSBAND/ LIVES VITH WUSBAND ' 166 | 166
YITES LIVES ALONE S 24 24
RESIDENCE D.K.,N.A. Lo L2 2
21, HUSBAND'S FARMS 23 e T
FARMING FARMS AND PAYS OTHERS - 48 FARNS HIMJELF 71
RESPONSE PAYS OTHERS ONLY . .~ 61 PAYS OTHERS 61
L NEITHER N 47 '  NEITHER A7
D.K., ¥.A. R 13 D.X.,N.A. 13

b See appexdixz B

for the fine coding for this category.

.
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CHAPTER 4

CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM WOMEN (THZ RELIGIOUS FACTOR)

Introduction

The najor thesls of this paper is that religiom is o very
importont factor accommting for the wariation in fomale ocomomic
roles in Hangu., The purpose of this chapter is to identify the
ways in which tho economic roles of Christian and HMuslim women
diffor and to offer some oxplanation for theso difforences.,:

0f course, even though religion: ls an important factor, it
does not fully exploin the difforences in women's cconomic roles
as thore ig variation in those roles within the Christion and Musalim
groupa token geparatcely. The faetors accoumting for these diffar-
enceg amongst Christians and apongst Muglimes will be diseunssed in
the next two chapters.

I
o

Primary Qcowpation - . 4
The Tirst difforenoc one notes about tho economic roles of

Christians and Musling is that these women typically follow

difforent ccoupations. In this study this difference presentas

itself as a strong association betweon primary ocoupation and
roligzion (V= ,58, Table 5), Mat-malers tend to bo Muslim. women,
whilst booar browers and traders tond to be Christian women, and
wonen of both roligions are involved in food procossing and
prepoaration oocupations.1 Thie ogsocintion can be umdorstood if
the history and characteristies of these ocoupations are mowns
for thia ronson 2o bricf doseription of oach oceupation will be given,
ineluding comments on +the history of the occupations, the materials
and processos invelvod, where the ceeupation is dono {e.g. at home
or in the market), and tho umual level of profit of cach ocoupational
category. - : S

As wo have soom, mobemaking is the major type of craft
production dono by womon in Mangu. A fow womon kni¥ or weave and

B

1, "food proccsoing and pa?eparaf&idn" will henceforth be reforred
to 2inply as "food procesaing”.






