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A B S T R A C T . 

Ethnicity has, more often than not, been 

associated with the development processes of Third 

World generally, because of the ease by which the 

t>rocesses can be interpreted in ethnic terms* For 

instance Nigeria's political development has often 

assumed the posture of inter-ethnic struggles over 

the country's affairs, which at times led to 

unfortunate consequences. For this reason, a lot 

of work has been done on the phenomenon (of ethnicity 

in Nigeris), of which this project forms a part. 

The study fucusses on the political relations 

between ethnic groups at a micro-level (i.e. 

provincial level), and the effects of their relations 

on the political development of the area of study 

(i.e. former Adamawa Province). It however 

emphasised those areas of the political relations 

that led to conflicts, without implying the absence 

of inter-ethnic harmony. 

The study reveals that among the causes of 

inter-ethnic frictions during the period under 

review, were the desire of some groups to get rid of 

Fulani aristooracy in some areas especially where 

it was imposed by the colonial administration, the 

desire of some ethnics to have greater opportunities 



to participate especially in their local affairs, 

ideological and power struggle between sthnic elites 

over self-interests and to some extent religeous 

differences. Majority of the cases can however be 

reduced to struggles between the elites in which the 

ethnic factor was used as a strategy to draw their ethnic 

folks into disputes they might not have otherwise .joined. 

There are clear cases of members from one ethnic group 

joining others from a different group to go against 

their group. Rather than seeking for the factors at 

play in such cases, they were generally, and 

erroneously referred to as cases of ethnicity. Such 

cases were common in Adamawa. 

Inter-ethnic political relations as well had 

great effects on the political development of the 

province, notably in the areas of administration, 

political participation, judicial reforms etc. 

For instance, it led to adjustments and re-adjustments 

of administrative units, sometimes, along ethnic lines, 

in response to the dictates of inter ethnic political 

relations. Administrative development !ias also taken 

the form of federation of political units where such 

a step promises the relation of ethnic needs. In 

the judicial f ield, relations between the ethnic 

groups led to the establishment of "ethnic" or 

customary courts, as various groups expressed their 

desires for such courts in their areas. 



- v i i i -

It also led to the up-grading of other similar courts 

that were already existing. These judicial reforms 

were aimed at ensuring the dispensation of justice, 

taking cognisance of the customary backgrounds of the 

various groups as a step towards ensuring inter ethnic 

harmony. One other area where inter ethnic political 

relations had their impact felt was political 

relations had their impact felth was political 

participation. A significant percentage of those 

hithertc considered politically-inactive became active 

participants in their local affairs. This was evident 

from the periodic increases in representative councils, 

division of portifolios among ethnic groups, the 

format.-on of ethnic associations and development of 

ethnic associations and development of ethnic 

movements etc. 
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The third proposition is that unlike ttie belief 

held by some people, ethnicity does not always entail 

negative values for those societies where it is 

found, rather it may be a useful vehicle for 

development. ^ 

OBJECTIVES AND LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

In addition to serve as an intellectual 

clarification in the field of ethnicity, it is 

the objective of this study to go beyond the 

traditional view of seeing development of an area 

as the initiatives from the top to seek for the 

forces at play in the political development of the 

Province. It is also the object of this project to 

explore further the popular belief that political 

ideas "imported" into the area from outside the 

Province were responsible for the changes in inter-

ethnic relations. This interpretation, taken on the 

surface, tends to ignore the possible existence of 

certain forces from within that might be at play in 

accounting for the changes in relation between 

ethnic groups. It is only after these objectives 

are established that a clear understanding of the 

political development of the province is possible. 

The study is however, faced with certain 

limitations. For instance we cannot claim to have 

covered all the ethnic groups in the P rovince 

because of their number and sizes. 
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to facilitate their transportation to the sea ports. 

One other area, as is revealed in this study, is the 

institutionalisation of the domination of one ethnic 

group or class of people (as the case may be) on 

others where such was not the case before colonialism. 

This ultimately sparked-off ethnic tension after the 

departure of the colonialists. 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Various attempts have been made to develop 

some theoretical framework upon which the 

phenomenon of ethnicity can be explained. Thcugh 

there is yet no general theory on inter-ethnic 

relations, a number of rudimentary or "middle-range" 

ones have been developed. The task of researchers 

therefore should be to continue to improve them, 

since the conception of a general theory now or 

in the near future remains wishful thinking. 

This pessimistic view emanates from the 

recognition of the volatile nature of the social 

field within which social scientists operate; and 

particularly the fact that the phenomenon of 

ethnicity itself entails the study of biases from 

two angles. OH the one hand, researchers easy 

include their biases in the course of their 

researches or investigations, depending on what 

motivated them to embark on the studies in the 

first place. 0-p the other hand, no matter how 
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