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Abstract

Borrowing a word or more from another language to express an idea or meaning that
has no direct equivalent in the language one is speaking is a conventional source of
linguistic development. In multilingual societies like Nigeria, people are compelled
to learn and speak many languages. Arabic is another language which is popular
among many Nigerians due to its religious, historical and academic status in the
country and beyond. Nigerians who speak Arabic are known for composing their
literary works in the language. A polyglot individual is always at the risk of code-
switching, code mixing and borrowing words from and to the languages he speaks.
This paper examines Barrister Adam Usman’s Arabic poems which the aim of
describing the use and applications of borrowed words and identifying their origins in
more than forty poems studied. The paper discovers that the poet, being a polyglot,
has employed his knowledge of more than one language to form his literary works.
The influence of multilingual society and that of the type of training received by the
artist are evident in his literary language.
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