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The Zaria Journal of Librarianship ISSN 1117-9918 is a publication of Ahmadu
Bello University Library Complex. 1t is published twice a year — June and December. It
is a referred journal designed to meet the needs of professional as well as
nonprofessional librariaps interested in the profession It is a forum to make available the

wealth of our professional experiences as well as share the experiences\ of other
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information science. :

JOURNAL ETHICAL POLICY

It is a publication condition that any manuscript submitted for publication, the
corresponding author must seek permission from the Co-author, if any. Such article must
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* Statement and opinion expressed in the article/report are those of the author’s and
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acceptability or otherwise of their manuscripts as soon as possible.
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EDITORIAL NOTE

We apologise to our subscribers for not being able to live up to our promi ==se to be
consistent and frequent as expressed in our maiden volume. This issue should ha—ve been
on your table by 1995, but for some unavoidable reasons, it could not be. Con_==sequent
upon this, all subscriptions for 1995-1997 will not be renewed.

This volume (Vol. 2: nos. 1 and 2, 1998) remains the successive volwsime to

volume 1 nos. 1 and 2 1994. We promise that this break in our publication fre= quency
will not be repeated as we undertake to publish twice a year unfailingly.

In this volume you will enjoy the experiences and research findings of se= asoned
librarians not only from Zaria, the homebase of the journal but from elsewhere. |- ike the

maiden volume the volume bears a testimony of the spread of our authors from d = {Terent
parts of Nigeria. 'r

Selection and acquisition of library materials constitute a professional a_gpex of
Jibrarianship. Momoh, selection librarian to the core, appraised the performa. sace of
Federal University Library acquisition under the Nation-wide contract award. The== study
reveals dysfunctionality of such an uncoordinated acquisition policy.

Eric Apleji, an erudite writer on Information Technology research in # o the
resources and services provided by the Nigerian Educational Research and Develcow pment
Council, Abuja. His findings will put the council on a path to fund the library.

The competence of a librarian is nothing but the evidence of a library builcl  ing he
has planned. P.LJ. Idachaba had this in mind when he wades into the planning fact «r ina

library building. The study reveals that library building planners should plan wittw  good
foresight on site, finances, climate, and the library infrastructure.

Ampitan’s article examines the need for training library staff in the Mibrary

automation and briefly examines requirements for computer literacy programmm—e for
library staff.

Library filing is an essential component of the “Library corporate memors~"" (the

catalogue). Seriki highlights filing efficiency in the library. He treats in detail  some
peculiar problems in the Name-authority-file using American Library Association — Filing
Rules.

The failure of Library of Congress classification scheme to comprehe 2 —sively
cover African materials especially Government publications has driven classifi «=rs to
devise home-made schemes for these collections. Mrs. Amune conducted a compaaarative

study of Edo State University Library and University of Benin Library Home —Made
schemes for Government publications.



Contflict in classmarks in the library shelf-list is a common phenomenon. John A
Abu picks holes on two giant classification scheme amendments — the Martel and Moy s,
With his experience in the use of the LC scheme he draws attentibn to some areas wherye

possible conflicts occur when Martel and Moys are used to classify subjects in the social
sciences. '

It is often argued that many library users shy away from using library resources
simply because of the uncomplimentary attitude of the staff. Mrs. Mamuna 1zah

documents a research she conducted on user-staff-relationship. Her findings are worth
the salt.

The year 2000 was translated a magic year where Health for all, Housing for all,
Mass literaéy for all, were sing-song for policy makers. Mrs. 1. M. Daudu delves int
the contribution of libraries towards literacy for all Nigerians by the year 2000. -

The survival of science and technology solely depends on resecarch which seryes
as its live-wire. The researchers need authentic information to validate their findlings.
Mrs. Aiyedogbon carried out a well designed research into information needs of the

researchers and technologists in the National Research Institute for Chemical
Technology. Her findings can be useful.

Sugh Loho writes on development of school libraries in Nigeria and works on the

theory that school libraries throughout the country have been poorly recognized. He
identified problems and proposes way forward. |

The chunk of newspapers in libraries needs to be properly managed. 1ghbinosa

outlines the importance of newspapers in the library and proposes ways and means of
preserving them for safe keep.

We feel that having whetted the appetite of our readers with the maiden issue, we

should serve them something appetizing in this follow-up. That is exactly what we hay
tried to achieve in this issue. And we do hope we have please you.
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Mrs. H. M. Baudu
Principal Librarian
Iki*litute of Education
A.B.U., Zaria

ABSTRACT

The desirefor mass literacy, suggest the existence of illiteracy in (he
society. Once a society becomes conscious of it's educational gap, it
usually tries to fill this gap in the shortest possible time and always
in the most inexpensive way(s). The paper suggests short: and
inexpensive ways of fighting illiteracy in Nigeria. Nigeria's contacts
with the outside world and the effects of rapid social changes upon
her over the years seem to have helped to make her realize her
education gap. The paper, further, examines what Nigeria is
currently doing having realized her educational shortfalls, and
suggests ways of bridging the educational gap.
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nations shows that the level of their developinent has often been dictated by the
level of their litcracy.

Once a socicty becomes conscious of its cducational gap, it usually trics io
fill this gap in the shortest possible time and in the most inexpensive way. Books,
newspapers, cducational broadcasts, educational films, public lecturcs and the
tclevision arc somec of the cstablished media for mass communication and
education which arc used to bridge educational gaps. Every community would
make a wisc choice of the means of bridging its own educational gap. Apart from
the above mentioned means, Adult Education Programmes and Continuing
Education Programimes, cspecially through their extra-mural studies, arc often
uscd to bridge the felt educational gap.

Mass literacy is a strong and very effective weapon to fight social ills such
as poverty, discasc and ignorance. Tanzania is pcrhaps only onc of the African
nations that may be ciled as an example of a country where mass literacy has been
used to improve the health of its socicty. The institute of Education, University of
Ibadan (1982:3) asscrts that Tanzania through its mass adult education programme
has been abie to help the socicty to develop good health habits by providing
information about nutrition, work habits and the necessity to develop some degree
of consciousncss rcgarding productivity.

MASS LITERACY: THE NIGERIAN EXPERIENCE

Nigeria's contacts with the outside world and the cffects of rapid socio-
economic changes over the yecars scem 1o have helped to make her realize her
cducational gap. Following this rcalization, scrious cfforts have been made and
are still being made to fill the gap. According to Ahmed (1992) the first national
literacy campaign in Nigeria was launched in 1982 but failed for various rcasons.
Some of the reasons she advanced include faulty implementation strategics, lack
of unificd clforts and poor lunding. Although, this campaign was planncd to last
[0 years, the government felt the need to reappraise the programme in 1987.
Henee it directed cach state of the federation to cstablish an autonomous agency
for adult and non-formal education. The primary objective of the programme was
cventually total cradication of illiteracy in Nigeria by the ycar 2,000. Specific
attention was to be given to disadvantaged target groups such as women, nomads,
fishcrmen and carly school lcavers. Because of thc emphasis on functional
literacy, the Federal Government cventually established the National Commission
for Mass Litcracy, Adult and Non-formal Education on Junc 25", 1990 by Deerec
No. 17 of 1990, as part of the activities for the International Litcracy Year in
Nigeria.

When the Commission was finally inaugurated on July 5™ 1991 it was
charged, among other things, with the responsibility of Mass Literacy for all by
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the year 2,000. The goal of the Commission ‘was to make its target audience,
achicve this with determination for the social, economic and political
cmancipation, of the pcople.

Stmilarly, the Nigerian National Council for Adult Education (NNCAE) a
non-governmental organization formed in 1971 as a pressure group on Adult
Education matters has been persistent in its call for a political will as a strategy for
the eradicatica of illiteracy in Nigeria. But it appears that very little is being done
by Local Government Adult Education Centres to support this noble call. For
cxample, opcrational libraries are yet to be attached to these centres.

According to Enya (1992:7) in its 1987 blue-print for action the council
listed the foliswing strategices:

the establishment of the national commission for adult education.

the iegal, administrative and financial support

mobilization of supporting staff: co-ordinators, organizers; supervisors and
* instructors; and
4. mobiiization of learners through their local associations, local interests and
local :.ceds.

L D —

The Babangida administration may be given credit for having exhibited this
desired political will by establishing the National Commission for Mass Literacy,
Adult and Non-formal Education. Right from its inception the administration
showed interest in Mass Literacy, thus with the establishment of MAMSER in
19838, literacy programme was listed as one of the strategies for the mobilization of
the clientele-grassroots. One arca that must be squarcly addressed is that of
reading materials for illiterates and neo literates. If reading materials are not
available for the new literates the evil day is only being postponed. There is need
for reading materials for the success of the mass literacy campaign. ‘Each one to
teach onc’ strategy is mcaningful only in the context of the availability of reading
materials.  So, the struggle continues. All hands must be on deck; librarians in
particular who must not only provide learning materials and equipment bust also
identify methods and create conducive atmosphere for learning.

THE ROLLS OF LIBRARIES

[t scems incontrovertible that of all the supporting institutions in adult
education, iibrarics arc the most important. The importance of libraries was
recognized in literature societics even before the invention of printing, hence,
libraries in general and specifically in developing countries arc meant to contribute
to the supnly of skilled man-power, to further the educational development
programme. to help those who arc studying privately and (o cncourage all who
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wish to rcad for a usclul purposc. Librarics arc thus considered usclul
investments.

Because of the differing levels of literacy and preferences among the
Nigerian adults, library collections should cater for a varicty of tastes and interests.
It is the responsibility of those directing the gevernment(s) cducational agencics,
of which the public library is one, to work aggressively and creatively to increasc
the opportunitics for people of limited reading ability to reduce their ignorance and
to include them among thosc who arc rcading.

It is essential under the programme of mass litcracy for all by the ycar
2,000 that government provides make-shifl librarics in the neglected and rural
arcas that do not enjoy the services of the conventional public librarics. These
make-shift - librarics should be stocked with relevant materials.  Under this
arrangement, maobile library units could provide book-boxces which would be made
available to these neglected arcas. The important point is to get library scrvices (o
every nook and cranny of ihe country as parl of ‘an claborate adull cducation
programmec,

Librarics must launch massive campaign cfforts to rcach out to all
categorics ol adults. Perhaps the cc!uca{ic;nally advanced adults could be reached
through the publication ol information bulletins, bibliographics and noles on new
acquisitions. It is belicved that this is perhaps the best way to overcome some of
the difficultics that may arisc from this massive campaign. Other ways of
overcoming the problems of newly literate people is inducing them to avail
themselves of library services and materials, and helping them to understand their
application to themsclves. This method can casily work when the librarian works
hand in hand with an experienced adult educator.

The adult educator must carry out lots ol management responsibilitics. It is
in the light of this that Omolewa (1980:160) describes him as a manager who deals
with his personnel as well as with a wide varicty ol adult population. He must be
conscious of the services provided by the library. By using the library himsclf, he
will not only lcarn more, render himsell’ more competent to teach, but he will also
sct an example for his students and wiil, by becoming familiar with the working of
the library, guide them in its use. lle can also recommend suitable books for the
library Lo acquire.

THE LIBRARY AND CONTINUED EDUCATION
Literacy can be permanent only when there is continuity ol practicing the
art after the skill has been learned. Literacy for all by the year 2,000 suggests the
beginning rather than the end ol cducation. After the ycar 2,000, when all
Nigerians must have become literate, there is the need for them to keep the lames
79
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of literacy giowing. Otherwise, they may soon relapse into one sort of illiteracy or
another. The person who has just gone through the task of learning to reach and
write will definitcly, need a regular source of literature, functional literature, of
course, to keep the flag flying. Fighting illiteracy can be meaningful only when
there is the backing literature.

The provision of libraries will increase literacy by bringing more books and
malerials to more people. More books and materials means higher literacy. It also
means a gucrantee for a more literate society and a more efficient machinery. It
cannot be ever-emphasized that there is need to supplement the efforts of the mass
literacy agents by making books and materials available at all stages of the
programume. Posterity will not forgive present day Nigerians if they allow the
mass litcracv programme to fail due to lack of reading materials, Expressing this
{elt need, Uawaikina (1983) points out that it is disheartening to note that while
there is growing awareness of the importance of education, the development of
librarics as agents of education has bezn regrettably slow.

Needless 1o stress the fact that libraries should be viewed as dynamic
instruments of education and hence national development. Supporting this view,
Halidu (1992) submits that it is pertinent for State Governments to establish public
libraries in il local government headquarters where the mass literacy directorates
are situated. There is the need to extend this to district headquaters and other
raajor towns and villages. -

CCNTLUSICN AND SUGGESTIONS

Establishing libraries for the sake of having them around is not enough.
runds shouid be made available to acquire a variety of materials which should be
organized and made accessible to the target audience. These libraries should be
staffed with adequate qualified personnel who will teach the public how to make
clfective use of such materials. Among thc materials which the public libraries
should provide are materials for general reference and research which will ensure
a continuing educating process. As much as it is practicable, the public librarics
shiould intrcduce mobile library services to cover places where the services of the
conventiona! library cannot be reached. Be reminded that the library is the hub of
all educational programmes; and the programme of mass literacy for all Nigerians
cannot be an exception. In view of the important role of rcading materials in
consolidating literacy skills, scnsitizing the new literates and creating responsive
minds, it is significant that cnergies be directed towards the devclopment of
reading matcrials, creating distribution network for the materials so developed,
and appealing to companies and individuals to sponsor the mass production and
purchase of needed materials. Practicing librarians should endeavour to meet the
challenges of their role in the mass literacy programme with a scnse of
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commitment and dedication to enable Nigeria rcalize its goals and objectives of
literacy for all in the ycar 2,000,
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