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PREVFACE,

The human being is a gregarious animal. So the
Sociologist says. By nature he seeks companionship.
He detests being isolated. He is also a social animal,
He exhibits his desire to play, work, interact togecther
with others of his specie. Unfortunately, thcmgare also
repclling forces which keep certain groups of humans from
others. Man though gregarious and sociable also has a
degree of personal standards which have to be met by other
"anima¥"' of his type before he can communally share living

together with them.

Sometimes these standards are not met and he plucks
himself from that environment with standards unacceptable
to him. But man's specie is a resless one. His standards
change with time. Where the standards he sets can not be
accommodated fast enough by his immediate suorroudings to
satisfy his tastes and desires he again looks for a new

environment.

Man's problem of gmppling with changing standards are
compounded today, by the technological developments of his
age. Thus standards acceptable to him today may become
obsolete before the next dawn. Sothe struggle to establish
and fit into new standards continucs. But the outmoded
standards still exist side by side the evolving new stand-

ards. The two must be reconciled. That is the crux!

It is the process of reconciling the opposing, unequal
and varying levels of situations related to man's living
that is termed INTEGRATION. 1In our urban areas today,
conflicts occur in social standards, cultural tastes, in
the economic activities and in the political system.
Conflicts are deeply ingrained in thephysical expression
on land, of man's activities. Thaese conflicts separate
families, people into social groups and levels, separate Pamb

into healthy and unhealthy, discase-ridden districts!

ix.



The cenflicting standards need reconciliation. There
is need for their INTEGRATION. This then is the problem

of this thesis.
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weeo .. CHAPTER 1.

" INTRODUCTT ON.

I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

a. Location:

Ogboméqq town,.iying at aﬁpro#imateiy 4°15'E and
8° 07'N is located in the Oyo State of Nigeria. It 1is
the Divisional Headquarters for @Qsun North-West Division
of the State. Ogbomogo has been rightly termed the
"gateway" into Qyo State, and indeed, into Yorubalandi.
It is the laat and northernmost town of the Qyo State

before entering the Kwara State.

dgbémqs$ is S57m Sduth;west of Ilgrin, 104Km Norﬁh
of Ibadan, the State Capital, 52.8Km North-Bast of Oyo,
58Km North-West of COsogbo and 14.4 Km South~East of Ikoyi.,
(see fiqure 1), Thus the town is an important link in
the Yorubaland communication network and an important
link between the North and South of the country. (see

Fig. 2).

b. Area: IR , T R

The built-up area of Ogbom@ge in 1976 covered
approximately 1,543 hectares of land, with the central
and oldest parts densely crowded with dwelling units.
The total built-up area is about six kilometers long

and five kilometers across the widest part. (see Fig, 2)

1. Cyerinde, N.D, Iwe Ttan Ogbomgsg, S.I.M. Jos
1934, p. 88S. .
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Population:

In 1952, Ogbomoso town had a population of

139,500,
343,279,

In the 1963 census the population was

That made the town the second largest

in the present states of Qyo, Ondo and Ogun put

together in what was the former Western State,

only second to Ibadan the Qyo State Capital.

The population projection for the town for

19762 with 1973 projected figure as base, and at

6.5% Mean Annual Growth Rate, comes up to 818,493,

Table 1 below, and figure 3 both show the population

growth of Ogbomosq over time,

Table 1: Population Increase in OgbomesoQ.
1976" 19'?3‘=JI 1963f | 1952° | 19319 |1921€ |1911° |Mia 19¢tn c©
Proj-{ Proj-| Cen=- Cen- Cen- Cen=- Cen Estimate
ected| ected| sus sus sus sus sus
|
818,493 677,000 343,279 |139500 | 86,700|84,500 {80,000 25,000
1

e

Sources: a.
Baptist Missionary 3.
be e. Eva Kraff-Askari 3.
f. 1963 Population Census Figures .
g. Projection based on 1963 Census Figures
he Projection based on the 1973 Projected
figure . but at 6.5% Annual Growth Rate.
2. See Appendix 1.
3. See Eva Kraff-Askari, Yoruba Towns and Cities,
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1969, p. 35.
4. See Appendix 1.

Estimate given by T.J. Bowen, an American
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d. Climcte, S52il, Vagetation:

Cgbomaso is located ia the Guinea Savanna Zone
of the South-West renion of Nigeria. The vegetation
therefore consists of tall grass, a variety of
Savanna trees including the Shea-butter and a few rain.
forest trees - notably the Irokc and Cilepalm in the
North-western, South..n and along the major rivers

that surround tle town. (see Fig. 4).

Averate annual rainfall is S50 inches with effect«
ive distribution over seven months of the year « April
to Octobc_ (see table 2)°. Because of tts northerly
location 't is closer to the effect of the biting
hammartan winds than the more southerly towns of the
st-te, Th'a the n~ricd between December and January
is marked by very col” weather while the pre-rain
months of Feb~.rv and March record the highest
temperatures and hence the hottest. However, average
temperctures co not often exceed 70°F - 80°%F (21.1%

- BBTC) o

The dark loamy scil conditions permit cultivation
of foodcrops like ya2m, beans, cassava and maize.

Cotton and tobacco are the main commercial cropss’

€. Topograonhy:
Ogbomoso is situated on a ridge which forms
watershed for several rivers, some of which cut into

the town's built up area. The Qba river and its

Se Extracted from Okewgle, I.A. Rural = Urban
(Socio=-Economic)_ Relationship between Ogbomoso
NG 1S nUal ..ceas. o

6. Ibid., p. 25.




Table 2: AVERAGE ANNUAL RAINFALL (In Inches) FOR CGBOMOSQ 1959 - 1970.

-

YEAR/
TOZHI 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1564 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970

Umﬁ—. - - Hlow - Olb,.ﬂ s 'Hlmb .Hioa - plOb OCwb OC.M.“

Feb. - - - 0.06 | 1.28 0.43 | 0.65 - 0.34 | 1.88 - -

par. 2.04 2455 0.19 2.01 2.76 1.56 4.08 2.22 4,28 0.77 0.28 2.05

7@#. 2.27 3.13 5.22 6.91 3.06 4.15 4,93 325 3.80 4.80 3.85 3.83

May. 2.39 7.44 3.79 7.04 5.02 5.54 5.59 ©.23 4.74 8.28 4,96 10.87

FE:. 13.17 | 7.48 7+35 14.98{ 8.55 6.70 10,351 13.26 | 4.01 8.93 7.22 B8.48

ul. 5.53 2.66 4.43 7.43 14.81 3.84 5.60 6.36 1.59 10.76 | 4.73  1.12

ug. 4.69 6.23 1.30 6.40 10.00 1.05 3.84 3.62 2.01 12.79] 6.80_ 0.84

Sept.} 4.26 9,54 De35 5.56 14.44 7.09 7.99 ©.66 7.356 11.27 | 6.21 _12.70

ct . 9w 76 11.44 { 3.26 ﬁ.w-qwl DD - 8,93 7.63 8,60 4.50 6.47 5.94
ov. 2.46 3.11 -~ 2.46 0.24 - - 0.43 1.26 0.71 1,20 -
Umnl g O.mm - ODM.H OI.NN e - HI-HO N.Mb Olmw ki i

TOTAL {44.56 [54.07 31,97 (66.79 170.90 30.26 !53,20 {51.80 MO0.43 166.32 142.06 46,60

Note: a. Twelve-year average = 49.58 inches per annum,

b. Source: Ckewole, I.A. "Rural - Urban (Socio=Economic) Relationship Between
Cagbomoso and Its Rural Areas". Unpublished 3,Sc. Dissertation, University of Ife,

] 1 o F M __v..u £ 9w
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tributaries, the Oru and Kinira streams, take their

source from the ridge and flow in a westerly direction.

The valley of the Ora river which takes its source
from about 20 kilometers North-East of the town forms
an effective boundary to the built-up area of the
town on the eastern side. The Cloko, Oba and Laka
streams which are tributaries to the Cra river, cut
into the town's landscape thus reducing the general
topography of the town into an undulating series of
hills and valleys with a general height between
1,000ft and 1,100 ft above the level of the sea,

(see Fig. 4). This hill and valley series of the
landscape is easily observed as one drives through
or round the town. They present interesting con-

trasts and scenic beauty.

Historical Background:

The settlement known today as Ogbomqgq grew in
stages through fussion of neighbouring hamlets and
later during inter-ethnic wars, through addition of

refugee quarters.

Pioneering Quarters:

The pioneering quarters were Oke~Elerin (Elephant
Hill) Oke-Ijeru (Ijeru Hill) and Isapa. Squn's camp
was a later addition founded at the foot of the Sacred
Grove (Igbo Igbale) see Fig. 5). The camp later grew
to become Qja~Igbo quarter, (the Grove-Market quarter)
where the $oun's Palace, the Central Mosque and Town

Hall stand today?. (see Fign ).

y 5 See also section on Study Area above.
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Oke~Ijeru quarter, first settled by Ohupgile,
from Otta; Oke-Elerin settled by Aale, a Nupe elephant
hunter; Isapa which teok its name from a vegetable
cultivated by its pioneer settler, Orisatolu and
Igho-Igbale area, §?un's camp, grew as independent
hamlets from the beginning of their establishment.
Each of the four hamlet heads soon discovered the
presence of the others and started visiting them.
Their friendship grew into the Alongo Defence League
(Egbe Alongo). Each hamlet also received new settlers
and grew in size 8. The separately developing camps

gradually disappemred, replaced by scattered farmsteads.

$?un's heroic acts, particularly in war attracted
many warriocrs to his hamlet and later to join the
Alonoo Defence League for mutual protection. As they
arrived they were given portions of land on which to
settle. Thus new guarters grew in addition to the ini-

tial four quarters 9.

Ogbom@so During the 19th Century:

The inter-ethnic and the Fulani wars that ravaged
Yorubaland during the early 19th Century brought refu-
gees into Ogbomggqg from the surrounding settlements
(see Fig. 6).

Over one hundred and forty chiefs were reported

10

to have taken shelter in Ogbomoso during those wars

and by 1971, there were one hundred and thirty-three

B. Okewgle, I.A., op.cit pp. 11 - 12,
See alsoc Oyerinde, N.D. Iwe Itan Ogbomoso
Op.Cit. ppo 9"'11-

9. Oyerinde, N.D. op.cit. p. 14.

10. Ibid, p. 55. See also Okewgle, I.A, op.cit. p. 13.
See also Eva Krapf-Askari op.cit. pp. 57,73.
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Bales (local chiefs) in Ogbomggo District who owed

allegiance to the §?un 11.

The quarters or large compounds which grew from
the refugees' settlement in quom?§q are known today
by the names of the original settlements from where
they came. Examples are Ajawa, Ibapon, Masifa, Osupa,

Aaje, Isoko and Aiyegun.

It is of paramount importance to stress at this
juncture that each group of refugees just put ' their
buildings wherever there was space donated to them,
There was no conscious effort to direct or control
the pattern of development. The architectural form
of the structures also reflected the needs and circum-
stamces of the refugees at the time of their arrival,
that is, the desire to live closely together, The
closed or half-closed rectangular compound type
buildings thus reflected and represented that feeling.

(see Plates 11 and 19 ).

Residential buildings grew orgamically, crowded
together and only separated by narrow lanes and foot
paths., (see Figs. 7 and 11). A road and street net-
work had to be imposed later by cutting into the dense
and congested residences to provide better accessibility.

(see Plate 29, 30).

Another noteworthy factor of the growth of Ogbom9§?
during this period is that there was security for both
the citizens and the refugees that fled into the town

from their wap ravaged settlements. Indeed, because

11. "Findings of the Ogundare Boundary Commission of
Enquiry into the Boundary dispute between Ogbomgso
and Oyp" quoted in Okewae, I.A. op.cit. p. 13.
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of the invincibility of the Soun, his warriors and
his subsequent Lieutnants, Ogbomqqq now has the
unbroken record of never having been captured or defe-
ated in war till today, not even by the great Fulani
warriors 12. A monument has been erected at the
Oja-Igbo area housing a shrine called "Ogun-0-Jalu
Ogbomoso™ (war has never destroyed the town of Ogbomgso)
about onc hundred and twenty meters away from the Squn's
Palace. (see Fig. 9 and Plate 1). The inscription
"Ogun-U~Jalu Ogbom9§q" boldly attached to the monument
is to remind the inhabitants and tell visitors to this
important traditional Yoruba town of that feat!

(see Chapter 2).

Twentieth Century Expansion:

The last phase in the physical development of the
town is what is called in this thesis, "Contemporary"
development. Fig. 2 shows the bodhary between the
'old' traditional part of the town and the contemporary
or 'new' areas. “eparating these two parts of course
is a belt of transition. The boundary lines shown are
therefore not supposed to be razor-cut, Below is an
account of the development of some of the hew' quarters,
and some that fall in the transitional zones between

the 'old' and the new'.

Osupa 1is one of such quarters in the transitiomal
zone. The parts of Osupa adjacent to Aaje¢ and Sekoni
contain characteristics of the old part while those
close to Abepe and Takie exhibit characteristics of the

new areas.

12. Oyerinde, N.D, op.cit. pp. 82, 89.
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Abepe was settled by people froem different parts

of the town, notably from Isale Affen quarter (see Fig. 8).
They first settled in a place called "Abe Qpeg” (under

the Palm tree). It later came to be known as 'Abepe’,
Abepe 1s adjacent to the Baptist Seminary and the

Baptist Hospital. It is only separated from the Baptist
Mission district by the Ibadan-Ogbomgse-Ilorin trunk

‘A road. Abepe contains several residential bulldings

of the few early educhted elites and indigeneous
missionaries who felt the need to move into the then

outskirts of the town 13.

The Baptist Mission Area occupies approximately

42 hectares of land along the western side of the
oghomosg - Ibadan road. The area is dlvided into
Hosplital, Seminary and Missionary residential quarters.
The Mission quarters is a low density area. (see Plate

143},

Caretaker. At the early part of the Colonial
administration there were Divisional/DPistrict Officers
stationed in Qy¢o and Osogbo. The white officers often
toured parts of the division. 1In Ogbomoge, a small
house on the outskirts on the Ibadan road was built as
the first Rest House. An attendant who was emploved

te leok after the house was given the name "Care Taker™.
Soon the small Rest House and the area around it came to

be named "Caretaker™. Today, Caretaker area contains

some of the best and most modern buildings. -

13. Notable amongst these were Late Chiecf, Professor
N.D, Oyerinde, Authaor of "Iwe Itan Ogbomqﬁq“ and
the retired Rev, 5.A, Ige.
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Takie-Papa., The Cross-junction of the Ibadan-lloérin

and IkoywIkirun roads within Ogbomoso is called Takie
Square. This is the area where the General Post Office
stands (see Plate 8). One of the earlier Telegraph
Officers transferred to Ogbomogo lived in a government
house adjacent to the newly built "Post and Telegraph
House" (Ile Oniwaya) 1, His name was Takie; Feople
who went to "send" or 'receive' messages at the Teleg-
raph Office said they were going to 'Takie' (meaning
the Officer in charge) for their message. The area
surrounding the Post Office later was given the name
Takie. The Western extension of Takis square on either

side of the Ikoyi road is known as Papa (open land).

Apake 1is separated from Takie by a valley cont-
aining the Apake brook. 1t first dveloped linearly
along the Ilorin road and gradually extended inward.
Apake residential area has maintained a steady encroach-

ment on the sub-urban land te the North-wWest of the town.

Sabo quarter is the 'strangers' section of the
town., The major residents are the Hausa and other
non-Hausa indigenes from the northerpparts of Nigeria.
Though situated in the "new" area of the town, Sabo
exhibits typical traditional Housaland residential
characteristics (also similar to those of the 'old'
parts of Ogbomose) of narrow winding lanes, open drains,

lack of motorable roads and indeed, thatched buildings!

14. The Ogbom?§? Post Office was opened in 1940.
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Oke~Ado 1is the nothernmost residential quarter
aleng the Ilorin road. It is a very recent development,
the age of most of the buildings peing less than twenty

YE2LS.

e i e .

tfansitional ward. It is said to be an extension from
Ijeru ward 15. Prominent indigenes went out to build
houses at the outskirts of the Ijeru Chief's domain,
These were rich people who claimed, "We have money

to build a house? (Arowomale). The area was later
namad Arowomale. The part of Arowomale close to the

Usogbo road contains new builldings typical of the

"new" areas.

I1. THE STUDY AREA.

Ogbomq$q, like most iarge forubé ﬁowns;.has a
large traditional core. Such traditicnal city cores
have the Qba's Palace (Afin) as the focal point for
all other major landuses. The dominant features of
the traditional town centre include the Oba's Market
normally held in front of the Afin where, according to
Ojo, "the @gba could watch from a reascnable distance,

the regular assembling of his people " 16

There is normally a wide palace ground., This is
open space often used for recreation and assembiy
during traditional and cultural festivitles, and

for other public, religious or socilal accasions 17.

15 1Interview held with Late Chief, Professor N,D, CQyerinde,

August, 1976,

16. 0Ojo, G.J.A. Yoruba Culture, The Layouts and Morpho-
logy of Yoruba Towns. London Press, 1966, p. 146.

17. Mabogunie, Akin, Urbanization in Nigeeia,
"Physical Structure of Yoruba Towns". London Press,
1968 pp. 96 - 97,
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Surrounding the palace buildings is a grove
which is regarded as the abode of deities. The size
differs from one town to another and may or may not
be enclosed within the Palace walls. If a large area,

part may be cultivated by the Oba and his family.

The corresponding section of OgbomQ§q referred to
here as its traditional centre is made up of the Squn's
Palace triangle, the two twin markets Oja Igbo (Sacred
Grove Market) and Oja-Ajagun (Mars Market), the
Community Town Hall, the Central Mosque and the Local

7) 18. Surround-

Government Council Offices. (see Fig.
ing the traditional city centre in Ogbomgsqg is a dense
and compact residential area only punctuated by the
three streams of Qba, Laka and Olgko (see Fig. 8).

This dense residential area is bounded in the East by
the valley of tne Ora river, in the North by the Bolan-
tan road, in the South by the Osogbo road while in the
wWest by the Ibadan-Ogbom9§?-Ilorin road. All areas
enclosed within these boudaries have been regarded as
constituting the 'old', traditional areas of the town,
All other residential and other landuses outside those

boundaries are therefore regarded as making up the 'new',

or contemporary areas. (see Fig 2).

This demarcation into 'old' and 'new' areas has
been done on the basis of
(a) History of Settlement,
(b) Physical Structure and Characteristics of the

buildingse.

18. Both the Mosque and the Town Hall with the adjacent
Council Offices now stand on grounds which used
to be covered by the Sacred Grove, "Igbo Igbale".
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All the wards constituting the 'old' parts were
settled priorto or by the 19th century while all the
quarters making up the 'new' areas are 20th century

settlements, (see History of Settlement above),

There are distinctive distinguishing physical chara-
ctetisztices to the buildings in both the 'old' and the
‘new' ar<as of the town. (see Chapter 2, Physical
Elements). These have also helped in the demarcation

betveen the old and the new.

IIXT. NATURE OF THE PROBLEM.

As Ogbomosostraditional areas are fast growing inte
ruins. Many of the bulldings are dilapidated while

othors are gradually deteriorating.

Lo There 1s increasing tendency of bcpulation movemant
from the city's traditional parts into the newly dewve-
loping residential quarters of the peripheries. This
poses a serious threat to the preper functioning of

both the 'old' and the 'new' areas in the future.

o One obvious problem is the high possibility of
polarization of physical development in such a way
that there results two isolated "cities™ within the
same city.

d. Obviously, because of the c¢hanging technology,
changes in lifestyles and changes in preferences,
existing infrastructure in the old part of the town
are no longer adeguate to cope with the new demands by
industry, commerce, transportation and for housing,.
Hence a positive effort must be made to restructure

the conditions in the c¢ld parts of the town.
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€ Another serious problem noted already is related
to the fast growth of the peripheral residential quarters.
Substantial parts of these new arcas have begun to show
signs of turning into slums. Houses are springing up
without conforming to stipulated building regulations.
There is tendency to urban sprawl where an urban fringe
is produced with inadequate standards in housing and
other land uses such that there is great threat to the

health of the residents.

Iv, AIMS AND OBJECTIVES.

A to trace the development of the town from its
inception - how it grew and what factors directed
such growth and what distinctive patterns resulted,

be to find out the present land use structure and

form.

C. te find ocut and analyse hoth the positive elements
and shortcomings in the growth and in form existing

now in the ¢ld and the new areas.

de to examine the level of compatibility in growth

that there is between the new and the old areas.

. to make proposals and recommendations for the
integration of the old and the new parts of the

town.

V.  SCOPE_AND LIMITATION.

This study attempts restructuring and coordination
of existing land uses in two contrasting sections of
the town such that there will be harmony of the physical
environment while not jeoﬁardizing the traditional and
cultural values eof thelir inhabitants. It is not an

attempt to produce a "Master Plan" for OgbomQso.
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As there has not been a systematic and documented
land use survey of the city which could be used as point
reference, it has not been possible to produce in this
thesis, a detailed land-use map of the city. An attempt
was however made, to produce one with as much detail
as could be inserted during the survey carried out by

the author.

Since there is no existing "Master Plan' for
Ogbomo$o 19, no comparative analysis is possible.
All comments, observations and conclusions are therefore
wholly drawn from the author's personal survey work and

analysis.

Vi. METHODOLOGY OF STUDY.

This study has been divided into three major phases.
These include:

a. Identification of the elements of inteqration.

1. Physical elements include land use, buildings,
transportation and specific crystallising
elements in the town.

2. Socio=-cultural elements which include the traditional
markets, Town hall, 'Ogun-0O-Jalu', churches
and mosques, recreational centres and
religion.

3. Economic elements including markets, commercial

centres, shops/super markets and industries.

4. Political elements which inlude the administrative

of fices, Soun's palace and the welfare centres.

19. This is being undertaken by the Urban Development

Consultants (UDC), a firm of Town Planning Consultants

based in Ibadan.
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b, Analysis of Existing Situations.

Observation:

Each of the four categories of elements listed
above was closely observed and studied - both in space
and over time. Nethods employed included personal
survey, interview of a cross-section of the community
including community leaders, authors of documents on
Cgbomoso's historical development &0 and also the staff
of the Osun North-West Area Planning Authority. The
aerial photographs of the town taken in 1961 and
personal photographs taken during the survey were very

helpful.

Interpretation:

The behaviour of the existing elements observed
was analysed and interpreted in the light of available
data on them. It was possible to find out why each
element behaved as it did, and what causal factors
are responsible for the emergent pattern of relationships

amongst the elements,

& Approach To Integration.

On the strength of the findings and the conseguent
analysis of such data of the findings, proposals have
becn put forward to achieve social, economic political

and physical integration in Ogbomosq.

Two models of integration were examined and analysed.
A choice was made from the two, upon which was based the
proposals for achieving integration in the town.

Finally a set of Planning Principles were drawn and

set out in the concluding chapter of the thesis.

20, The Late Professor N.D. Oyerinde, the author of
Iwe Itan Ogbompseo (1934) was on of such authors.
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-CHAPTER 2.

ANALYSIS OF EXISTING SITUATIONS.

B iz SOCIO-CULTURAL ELEMENTS.

Oja-Igbo area contains the largest concentration
of the socio-cultural elements studied. These include
the Squn's Palace, the 'Ogun-O-Jalu-OgbomosqQ', Town Hall,
Central Mosque, and the two traditional markets - Oja

Igbo and Oja-Jagun. (see Fig. 9).

§gun's Palace:

Following the historical development of the town,
there are many local traditional chiefs in Ogbomose who
owe allegiance to the Joun of Ogbomqsgo 1. All through
its evolution the town's political and administrative
focus has been the Palace situated at Cja-Igbo area.
Hence, both the local chiefs and the indigenes of
Ogbomoso visit the palace to pay homage to the $oun,
and to discuss very important issues affecting the

town and the people 2.

The palace does not contain only the living
apartment of the pun but many other elements. All the
past Soun's have their graves inside the palace grounds.
There are also many small rooms containing the temples
where the traditional Deities are worshipped or special
prayers offered for the protection of the Cba and his
subjects. Like a typical Yoruba Oba's palace, it was
designed as stateﬂby Cjo, "to confirm the belief that
the Oba was the archpriest of the living members of the
society who ensured among other things fertility in
plants and animals, and the indispensable link between

the living and the dead" 3.

1. See Chapter 1. "Ogbomggo during the 19th C,

2e See Oyerinde, N.D., op.cit. chap. 21.
3 Ojo, G.J.A, op.cit, p. 134.
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Cgun-0-Jalu Ogbomgsg:

This is a legendary power accommodated in a small
looking house at Oja-Iigho (about one hundred and twenty
meters away from the Squn's Palace) along Masifa road
and almost directly standing in front of the Town Hall.

(see Fig. 9 and Plate 1).

It is believed by the inhabitants that &t was this
deified power that was responsible for the protection
of the town all through the turbmlent years of the
19th century when wars of all grades and dimélion rava-
ged Yorubaland.4 By this power, the invincibility of
Ogbomese warriors led by their formidable leader, Soun
was maintained throughout the period. Th¥s "Ogun-=0-
Jalu Ogbomose"™ is an appropriate caption befitting the
monument at Oja-Igbo to act as perpetual reminder to
both the inhabitants and visitors to the town that war

has never captured Ogbomggo!

Community Town Hall:

The Town Hall serves a variety of purposes. 1t is
used in the mornings on week-days as Court. The Customary
Grade A Court sits there. It is also used for important
gatherings. It 1is used by clubs and societies as venues
for dances and plays, normally in the evenings. Both
the Hall and its grounds are also used for special
festivals which draw large numbers of people. In the
evenings, the space between the Town Hall and the Mosgue

is also used as market. (see Plates 2, 4, 5 and Fig. 7)

4., See Chapter 1. "Ogbomng During the 19th Century?



Plate 1. "Ogun-O-Jalu-Ogbomoso at Cja-Igbo",

Plate 2 a. Ogbomo§9 Town Hall, Foreground, right.
The Secretariat Offices of the Ogbomoso Local
Government are at the background extreme lef..

b. Note market women already ariving for the

evening market holding on foreground of the Town Hall.
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Central Mosqgue:

The Central Mosque at Cja-Igbo is pc.onspicuosly
located. It is surrounded by the Town Hall, the Hotel
Terminus, the Seun's Palace and Oja-Igbo (market)

(see Fig. 7, Plates 3, 4 and 7). The Central Mosque
pulls worshippers on Fridays and during special muslim
festivals. The mosque was "born" when some of the early

Sguns like Cba Oyewumi became coverted to Islam v

Oia-Igbo, Oja Jagun - Traditional Markets,

The twin markets of Cja-Igbo and Oja-Jagun are the
equivalence of the traditional Oba's market common to
most large Yoruba towns. The two markets are the
largest of the traditional markets in OgbomqQge, both
in area and the poupulation that patronizes them.

Alade has given a description of these twin markets:
"At the peak of its operation, Oja Jagun is rect-
angular, surprisingly enough, with & refuse dump at

the centre. It covers an area of 160 by 50 yards.

The second market Oja-Igbo is of about 300 yards

by 30 yards. There are differences in the morpho-

logy of the two markets; for instance Cja Jagun

is compact and better defined while Cja Igbo is

irrequl-g " 6.

Thus while essentially they may be economic elem-

ents, they were originally part of the socio-cultural

morphology married to the Squn's palace.

L Oyerinde, N.D, op.cit. p. 195.

6. Alade I.A. Takie Business District and The Twin
Market Areas of Oja Jagun and Oja Igbo in Ogbomosp.
(A Comparative Study of the Characteristics of the
Two Economic Foci). Unpublished B.A. Dissertation,
University of Ife, June 1971, p. 13.




Plate 3. The Central Mosque, Oja-Igbo. Front view.
Note towering height.
Note Market Women already arriving for the market

which holds in front of the Mosque,

Plate 4. The Central Mosque and Oja-Igbo (Market).

Note the traditional Oja-Igbo Market holding on the

large open ground that surrounds the mosque.
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Traditional Markets as Elements of Socio-Cultural

Interaction.

Traditional markets as defined here are those
socio-economic entities (commonly found in Nigeria)
located within the town or village in which are found
the opportunity for the exchange economy on both the
small and large scale. They may be physically identified
by a non-indigene but sometimes they may exist impercep~-
tibly to an unaccustomed eye since the European or
American type row of shops and stalls may not necessérily
be present. It may be an opén space within a residen®*-
ial quarter. Each seller (mostly women in some markets)
puts her wares on the ground. b5he sits on a low stool.
Buyers move round the market area to the different sec-
tions of the displayed wares and haggle for the item

they wish to purchase. (see Plate 6).

In Cgbomqso the traditional markets could be
divided into two maih categories. These are the daily
morning markets and the daily night markets. Fig 10
shows the distribution of the important traditional
markets in Ogbom@sq. See also appendix 3. Out of the
21 markets shown in Fig wo, only 3 are located in the
new areas. This leaves 18 or 85.7% located within old
parts of Ogbomosq. This clearly confirms the importance
of these markets in the day-to-day life of the inhabi-

tants of the old parts of the town.

Both the morning and night markets provide oppor-
tunity for meeting and interaction with relations and
friends either from a rural area of the district or
from different parts of the town. In addition, the
night markets act as recreation grounds for the young

people. This function of the traditional markets
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Plate 5. Oja-Igbo Market holding on open ground between

Town Hall (left) and Central Mosque (right, covered).

Plate 6, A typical Traditional market holding on
open space between residences.
3. Note (a) each seller sitting on low stool,
(b) buyers moving round the market.

(c) lack of organised stalls.
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was stated more clearly by the writerin another

work thus:
“"The urban daily night markets (in quomqqq)
arc only important with regards to the intra-
urban retail marketing, and contribute little
tc interac-icn betw=sen the town and the rural
arcas except in as much as they provide recreation
grounds for rural inhabitants who have come to
town on important festivals. They could be scen
in these markcts at night, not buying anything

but to enjoy the fun of meeting old and new

acquaintances and also to keep dates with lovers..’

What was said with regards to rural inhabitants
vho come to town cduring festivals and end-of-year is
ger2rally true of residents in the town. One observes
ferntical rejular interaction of people each night in

211 the night markets in the town.

Occasionally the Ministry of Information Officials
make use of the open market space between the Central
Mosque and the Town Hall (see Figs 4 and 5) at Oja Igbo
to show films to the people at night. On such occasions
large crowds of old and young people easily cellect to

watch the pictures on the screen.

From the foregoing, it will be realised that
traditional markets are strong focal points and meeting

places for social interaction in Ogbomosqg.

Clubs, Cinema Houses, Hotels:

There is only one important club house in Ogbomoso
the WHOT CLUB situated at Idi-Abebe along Takie-Ikoyi

road, This is an elite-oriented club res)~i:ted to its

members. There is only one cinema house - the Alata

7. lewae, l.j‘\- Op. Cit- p- 540
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Cinema house at Sabo. Hotels and bars are numerous

in the town. They could generally be classified

into three categories:

i. hotels with bar facilities, accommodation for
lodgers, and wide open, cemented ground for
entertainments and plays. Hotel Lerminus- (see
Plate 7), Alata City Hotel, Ambassador and Indepen-

dence Hotel are notable examples.

ii. hotels with only bar facilities - mainly for sale
of drinks to customers who sit te drink at the
hotel. NoO lodging accommodation. These are many
and faily scattered all over the different wards

in both the new and old areas.

iii. 1liquor shops to which are attached sitting (only
a few) accommodation and which have the "On and
Off" licence. Drinks bought could be taken at
the "beer parlour" attached to the shop. These
are numerous in the town. The town experienced
a sudden proliferation of this category of drink-
ing houses soon after the Ghana returnees' episode
of 1969/70. They are so numerous that the average dis-
tance between one and the next along any of the major
streets in the town was estimated to be less than 100

meters during the survey for this thesis.

Of the three avenues for recreation mentioned above,
that is, clubs, cinema house and hotels, only hotels
are adequately distributed all over both the new and
old arcas of the town, and hence the only element
providing venues adequately for relaxation and social
interaction to the inhabitants from both the new and

old area.



Plate I. The Hotel Terminus on the extreme left is
one of the most important recreation centres in
the town,

Note also the Central Mosque in the middle at

background. At Oja-Igbo.

Plate 8. The General Post Office at Takie Square.
Opened in 1940. Has become grossly inadequate in

the communication facilities it provides.
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Sporting Facilities: »

The provision of sporting facilities is grossly
deficient. There is no siﬁgle playground as at April,
1977. What used to be the "Public Field" at Takie now
accommodates the newly built Telephone Exchange build-
ings. Sporting activities have consequently died down.
It is only at the sports grounds of the existing
Secondary Grammar and Primary Schools in the town that
any organised sporting actlivities take place. The loca-
tion for the proposed Stadium for which the State Govern-

ment Grants have been made available is yet to be final-

ised.

Reading Room/Public Library:

The only Rgading romm in the town is situated adja-
cent to the General Post Office at Takie Square. 1t
is only a small room of about 10 meters long and 8 meters
wide. It contains very cld books donated by groups,
Information Services and individuals plus a collection
of National Daillies and Magazines. There are a few

tables and benches.

Religion:
The inhabitants of Ogbomqge can be divided into

three broad religious groups, namely, the Christians,

Moslems and Fagans. Each of the groups has adherents

that are fanatical and conservative. Oyerinde has this

to say on the religious inclination of quom9§? people:
"Ogbomoso is a conservative town clinging passion-
ately to the customs and traditions of the ancestors.
The conservation which one finds among the Christians

is in sway among the pafans and the Mohammedans " 8

8. Oyerinde, N.D. op.cit. p. 189.



.

One interesting observatjon is that each category
of worshippers fairly actively participates in the
festivals of the other two}groups. Visits are exch-
anged during which food, drinks and gifts are presented.
The Egungun (Masquar ades ) festival for instance, has
a unique pull on people even on Christians and Moslemslg.
So are the Ileya (Id-El-Kabir) for the Moslems, and

Easter and Christmas celebrations of the Christians.

The Baptist Mission is particulany noted for its
network of churches within the town. There is hardly
any ward in Ogbomng without a Baptist church branch.
(See Fig. 10. See also Appendix 2) Table 3 shows
the number and types of denominations of all the
churches that could be identified which are listed in
Appendix 2. The Baptist churches alone account for
56.7% of all the churches. Of the total number of
17 Baptist churches identified, 13 or 76.5% are located
within the old part of the town. On the whole, 17 of
the 30 churches listed in Appendix 2 arec located within

the old area.

This gives an approximate value of 56.7% in the old

area and 43.3% of the churches in the new areas.

Most of the church buildings like the Central Mosque
(Plate 3) are tall, heavy ‘imposing structures towering
above the surrounding residential squalor that predomi-

nates the older parts of the town. (See Plate 43),

The Moslems also have many mosques scattered all
over the wards of the town. These mosques are how-
ever, apart from the Central Mosque, not as noticeable
as the churhces. They hardly rise above the general

level of residential buildings.,.

9. Okewgle, I.A, op.cit. p. 40,
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Table 3: Churches in Ogbomese by Denomination.

No.| Type of Denomination Total Percel-No No,.
NO tage in in
of 01d| New
Totaly Area Area
1. | Baptist | 17 56.7 | 13 | 4
2. | Unidentitfied : 3 10.0 1 2
3. [Anglican 2 Bae7 2 -
4. ! Aladura ' 2 6.7 1 1
5. | The Apostolic 1 3.33] - | 1
6. Co‘n\ecc 1 3.33 - 1
7. |Methodist : 1 3.33 - 1
8. [Catholic : 1 3.33 - 1
9. jCherubim and Seraphim 1 3,33 - 1
0. [Celestial Church of Christ 1 3.33 - 1
TOTAL a0 100.0 17 |13
i .
L]

The pagans have their shrines located within family
compounds as groves or fetish temples that are kept

away from the general public.

The asserticon by Lynch that "every citizen has had
long associations with some part of his city, and his
image is goaked in memories and meanings (about that
city) o.." 10 5 relevant to the nature of soclo-cultural

milieu associated with Ogbomg§9. Every part of the

old city for instance, has certaln distinctive ldentities
which have been registered in the memories of the inhabi-
tants, Such identities, reverently held, have produced

a defineable image of the town which to an indigene is

real.

10. Lynch, Kevin, The Image of the City, M.I.T. Press
1960, p. 1.




However, there may not be present an expected
imageability for the town in the sense of a "quality
in a physical object which gives it a high probability

of ovoking a strong image in any given observer"”

(emphasis mine). This is because in Ogbomosc there
are several socio-cultural physicz1 objects and places
which are very important only te the inhabitants and
produce identity which gives the town the image of

it held by the inhabitants but which an outsider repre-
sented especially by a European or an “merican may
simply over look. Such is the case of the "Ogun~O-Jalu
-Ogbomoso". The outsider has first to learn to under-
stand the importance of such a special mark to the
people in order that he may have some glimpse into

the sentimental or emotional attachment of the
inhabitants to the object. This special mark has for
practical purposes been turned into a symbol of linity
and Power for the town. For it is not uncommecn to

hear elders pray for a newly enthroned Soun:
Ogun-0O~Jalu~Ogbomogo will help you to rule the town
well", Any attempt therefore, by anyone to remove

this important and special mark will be met with

stiff resistance from the people,

The fact of "Ogun-O-Jalu=Ogbomgso" that is, that
war has never entered and captured the town may be
seen in another light. That this fact is also
responsible for, in part, or contributed to immensely,
the intactness of the customs and traditions of the
people and also ensuring te a large extent, the soclo-

cultural homgeneity of the people.

The expericnce of other towns in Yorubaland will

geem to lend credence to the fact that there is a higher
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degree of cosmopolitanism in those cities which were
ravaged by war (and conseguently experienced a rapid
mixture of culture and tradition) than exists in

cities not touched by war 11.

The effect of war is howeﬁer not conceived of
as being absolute as the effects of cother factors are
recognised, ©Other contributory facters include Govern-
ment interventieon and the location and distribution
of modernising elements and eccnomlc development

motivators.

However, such special marks like the "Ogun-0-Jalu=-
Ogbomgse' and important socieo-cultural landmarks like
the $oun's Palace, Town Hall, the Central Mosque and
the traditional markets all located in Oja-Igbo area
necd be given face lifts to improve on their leocational
importance, and also to give more meaning and attach
more ¥alue to their socio-cultural character. As
potential elements of integration, they arc capable
of bringing together residents ¢f both the old and

the new parts of the town,

There is inadeguate provision of recreational
centres in the town. Hence, the only places freque-
nted by the inhabitants are the hotels and drinking
houses. There is therefore need for pbssitive
tackling of the problem of recreational centres to be

distributed over every part or sections of the town.

Religious forces are very strong in Qgbomese.
The customary devotion of the people to tradition is
extended to religion. Surveys conducted revealed
that people maintain close affinity with their "family"

church even after leaving their extended family houses
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in the o0ld part of the town to live in the new area.
This is the church attended by his parents. He was
born into it and has attended it all his life. So
from his house in the new area, which may be between

one and three kilometers away, he attends the old
'family' church every Sunday even when other churches

may not be more than a stone's throw from his house,

Even when an Ogbomosg indigene movés out of the
town to live in other towns or countries, he maintains
his membership of his ’'family' church in Ogbomggo and
sends his contribution to the church especially for
special projects proposed by the church. This conti-
nual financial and moral support for the 'home' cor
‘family' church from the "sons and daughters abroad®
in large measure accounts for the reason why these
churches have continued to maintain steady expansion

in size.

This attachement to the old 'family' church may
also be seen as being part of the reason why not many
new churches have grown outside the old areas {see

Fig. 10)0

Another interesting revelation of the role of the
churches is the establishment of a gradation of social
interaction for their members. Amongst the Baptist,

the church member is expected to be

i, a member of a church union/society;
ii, a member of his church;
iii. a member of the Association tc which his
church belongs;

iv. a member of the Nigerian Baptist Convention,
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Each member functions in eaaﬁﬂnf.fée levels and
interacts with other members in performing roles des-
igned for each level. This gradation of intera&tibn
affords each member not only an opportunity for meet-
ing and interacting with other members of his church
but with members of other churches from other parts

of the town.

Religion, thaen could be seen as-having a strong
botential for social integrative force in Ogbomoso.
Both the Churches and the Central Mosgue exert strong
pull on residents of both the new and the old areas

of the town.
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1T, PBHYSICAL ELEMENTS,

Land Uses

The major land use in the old areas is residentizl.
Churchas and Mosques daminate the Public/Semi-Public
vses. The only commercial uses worth mentioning are
locatel on narrow strips (a room or twe romm deep!
along the major roads wichin the old areas. They are

pav: of mixed land nse with residences, (See Fig 10).

There is a greater variety of land use in the new
are~s. All the existing seven Sccondary 5Schools are
lecs:d at the perirheries. The major commercial centres
at T¢:ie, Caretaker, 53abo, and arowomale are all in the
new arcas. The only factory in the town, The Nigerian
Sroe and Rubhar Praducts Company Ltd., is located at

th> out kirts of the town along Ilorin reoad. (See Fig 10).

Genwrally “he arrangement of landuse in the old areas
20 07Mme 30 is hapharzard ~nd most of the buildings have
¢ ~ovn organically over the place. There are few facilitics
ar ' the builldings nre arranged in such a way that only
o odertal rather than planned open spaces occure. There
are i1ew provisions for organised Public and Semi Public

uses (=:xcept churches). (See Fig 11).

T2 £hz 1ew areas, effort is made to organise landuse
through consecious plenning. The Qsun-North-West .rea
Tlanning . whinrity with its Head Offices at Ogbomogg now
incists t' it and owners should draw layout plans for
nll r~w d relo rents om their land before such developments
~re arpre-ed.  Consequently all land owning families have
hed to praduce loyout plans for their lands before selling
them out ~lrh by (Lot to members of the public. Such a
ninan chows speclf' = portions set aside for public/semi
public uses, open spLces, corner shops, proposed roads

12

and residential plots., (See Pig 12) (See also p. below) .

W2, hxample o fayout plan extracted from the Fapote and
Gbogbo F mily laycut Plan off Blind Centre Recad, Cgbom<
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There is greater acce#sibiltty by roads and streets
in the new areas than in the o0ld areas., There are fewer
roads in the old areas per corresponding unit of land of
the new area. Footpaths wind through densely compacted
residences. (See Figs 11 and 13). 1In the new areas,
roads and streets arc planned such that most buildings
are accessible by road at least on one side of the

building. (See Fig 12 and 14).

Buildings:
Mest of the buildings in the old part are worn-out

and old, ( Plate 9) while others argfkotal dilapidatiocn
(Plate 10). Dilapidation might have been caused when
parts of the extended family compound houses were negle-
cted and not maintained or as a result of the creation
of new roads and streets in the town. (See section on

roads below and plates 29 and 30).

The common materials used for buildings in the old
part include lateritic mud mixture for the walls, wooden
windows and window frames constructed from solid plank,
wooden doors, corrugated iron sheets for the roof
(many have now rusted under the hard influence of heavy
rainfall and sunshine). (See Plate 9, 10 and 11).

Some of the buildings have been given face 1ift by plast-
ering them with cement. But it is common to find that
only sections of the same compound or even of the same
building within a compound is so plastered while the
remaining part remains in mud. 4 fairly rich member of
the family often decides to improve his own portion of

the housel (See Plates 17 and 20) See also Plates 44 -46).

Conditions of the buildings in the new areas are
different. Instead of the large compound type housing
of the old areas (Plate 11),buildings are generally

detached. (Plate 12 and 16). They are more good looking.
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Ilet2 9. Very old compound type bulldings in the old
arzas of the town.
Note the small rectangular hole on the wall of the

brilding in the middle in picture used as window.

Plate 10. Dilapidated Buildings in old area.






