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ABSTRACT

Mal-administration of justice and the decay of the law enforcement institutions in
Nigeria have resulted into serious moral, socia and security decadence in the country.
The inability of the National Government and the judiciary as an arm of government to
seek redress on the impending situation has invariably resulted into a frustrating and
ineffective stance of justice dispensations.

The failure of the judicial system, an ill equipped corrupt police force, and a
decadent prison service which is more like a death trap, has made arrest, tria and
detention a miserably delayed and seemingly endless procedure. This incapacity of the
law triumvirate has not only humiliated and jeopardizes our national integrity, but has
made the crime rate to soar, while human rights are disregarded.

Efficiency has died down due to bankruptcy in the law enforcement institutions.
Decay and judicial anarchy has replaced justice, equity and fair play. Detention without
trial, wrongly executed verdicts, police brutality and prison escape of culprits are
common happen stances nation wide, not to have forgotten the sorry state of our
congested prisons.

This research focuses its attention in identifying these fault within the system of
law dispensation, the flaws in its administration and seek to appropriately justify and
architectural integration of the three arms in the service of law towards effective
dispensation of justice.

The architectural solutions proposed are aimed at providing an enabling law

complex for arrest, trial and detention for an effective functionality. In satisfying such a

Vi



social purpose it would be demonstrated that architecture in the service of humanity can

be employed to facilitate law and security system.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1  THEORITICAL BACKGROUND

It can no longer be disputed that our institutions of law enforcement are in a near
state of malfunction. It is doubtful that any person can pass through the various systems
as a suspect or offender without his/her human and other constitutional rights being
violated. In all likelihood, his rights will be violated at every stage of the justice
dispensation process, from arrest, detention, trial and punishment. It seems to be the
unwritten law that the indignities, ordeal and the suffering inflicted on suspects before an
during their trial is part of the system of deterrence in our justice dispensation process.
An effective system of justice dispensation is one of the best guarantees to an orderly and
humane society. It is one of the major safeguards for the protection of fundamental
human rights.

The malfunctioning of the justice dispensation is in part attributable to a faulty
institutional framework. The justice dispensation system in this country involves
intricate interplay of various institutions of the state. These include the police, the
various judiciaries, the legal aid council, the prison service and such other affiliates,

An effective system of justice dispensation must mean very efficient management
and coordination of the functions of these agencies. In my view, a functioning
arrangement has not been devised yet. This in part accounts for the delays and
congestion in our prisons and the courts, buck-passing that is now common amongst the
various agencies. The immediate victims are the suspects and the offenders who

encounter the system and in the long run the wider society.



The law and order institutions of any country will reflect the social structure 9_f
that country, and if they are to discharge their duties, which is dispensation of justfce
properly, they must command the confidence and respect of the people. Without a

trustworthy justice dispensation system, no community can positively prosper or develop,
| as security of the fundamental human rights which is the foundation for the development
cannot then be assured. As such, a well developed, functional and effective system of
ju.;st‘icc disp;znsation i;s an indi(;ation of stability and integrity of any nation., For the law
and order institutions in any country to win the confidence and respect of its citizen, they
must adequatelj support the dispensation of justice expeditiously with all honesty and
sincerity, as such justice must be done in fact as well as in appearance.

Respect for the rights of each and everyone of us, whether as individuals, ethnic
or religious groups, can only be fostered by the obsetvance of the norms af the
Fundamental Human Rights enshrin.e.d in our constitution, the African Charter on Human
and Peoplc’_s Rights, and the Upiversal Declaration on Human Rights, The observance of
these rights are the bedrock of é,o&l)d governance ;md dcm..ocra;:y,' aﬁd fhesc will ultimately
lead to the realization of our motto of Unity and faith, peace and progress. The gospel of
fundamental human rights has to be preached and advocated loudly and éleérly. It must
not only be preached, it must be practiced.

The growing crime rate in our country Nigeria gave rise fo the ﬁll.illnportant
question of what to do about realising an effective justice dispensation system that will
guarantee a crime-free society. Justice is not merely a two-way traffic but a thre«-e—way
traffic — justice for the accused person, justice for the victims of‘.crime and their families,

and of course justice for the society at large.



A study of our prison system a1.1d the nécéssary interrclated ﬁrobl;::ms of
* administration of justice, with specific references to Kano, Lagos, Port Harcourt and
Abuja prisons immediately threw up the interrelated problems into an urgent and
excruciating focus. That hundreds of suspects have languished in jail for periods between
five and ten years without trial is a serious question mark on our justice dispensation
sfstem. Inculcated in any human being is a strong desire to be free, more particularly, to
be free of servitude and oppression. Deprivation 9[" freedom is therefore a fundamental
denial of an inalienable right of man. Such a denial must not be effected arbitrarily,
capriciously or negligently, but with due regard to justice and to the law applicable to the
situation. |

A closer examination of the inmates of the mentioned prisons revealed that over
70% were thdse awaiting trial and yet more 5ppalling that not less than half of this
category of inmates havg awaited trial for periods of five years and above. It is worthy of
mention and emphasis that.the issue of human rights is today a matter of serious ..
internatidnal concern. Nigeria is a signatory to the United Nations Declaration on Human
Rights and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. As. such, it is urllder' a
duty to sec to the protection and promotion of hurman rights, norms and values, |

The practice of our law enforcement agencies arresting and remanding citizéns in
jail before the commencement of investigation of the allcgations against the citizen has to
~ be examined. Arrest should follow credible evidence obtained by investigation.
Likewise the method of hostage employed at times by the law enforcement agencies,

even though such hostages have no connection whatsoever with the offence allegedly



committed by the wanted suspect, is not only unjust and atrocious, it is also against the
fundamental rights of the hostage to personal freedom. |

The courts are repeatedly referred to as the last hope Q_f the common man. A visit
to the prisons as earlier mentioned brings into doubt the truism in the expreséion ai."ter"
observing the vast multitude of those awaiting trial persons. We may consider here
whether the system or framewotk guiding the administration of justice needs réview in
the circumstance of present-day Nigeria. We are still following the colonial structure in
our judicial system. The need to diversify cries out loudly. We should merge an&
harmonize the various agencies of law enforcentent as a comimon unit so as to ease the
general administration of justice,

The Department of Public Prosecutions (DPP) which is part of the judiciary, deals
primarily with the Police Investigations Department (CID). As it is there is obviously a
long distance between the two, As stated by H-on. Justice P.K. Nwokedi, 1.8.C. (rtd),
chairman, National Human Rights Commisston that “I know of instances when it had
taken a case file three years to travel from the CID to the DPP’s office. In the meantime,
thé suspect is languishing in jail without any proper charge to keep him there.” This
thesis research s thus an attempt to identify the faulty valves in the justice dispensation
system, through innovative architectural derivatives, solutions would be proffered so that

the stream of justice may flow as it should.

1.2 PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION
A wide range of Nigerian citizens are incarcerated at the various prisons spread

across the country, whose membership and status includes public officers, businessmen,



erudite scholars, doctors, politicians, directers and other members of the comm.ﬁnity, who
have spent considerable chunk of their productive lives in one form of confinement or
another AWAITING TRIAL, whilst they have been denied their basic human rights
| guaranteed under the constitutional provisions of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Whereas suspects should be given fair trial, and their cases speedily and
pro.fessionally handled by the chtirts as demanded by the con.é.titution, they a;rc remanded
in jail by the ineffective system of justice dispensation for a timeless period of awaiting
trial.

Some subjects have spent up to a period of ten years in custody awaiting justice,
with loss of their human rights and dignity and other privileges, and consequently cut-off
from their families and communities. During these encrvating periods, some have gone
physically deaf,. dumb, blind, paralyzed and others have been hit by terminal ailments.
The unfortunate died in the process, whilst families have scattered with children severely
prone to social decadence. | | | | |

The timeliness of justice dispensation and the respect for the rule of law are the .
hallmarks of any nation that has a place for human dignity. In Nigeria, t"hc flagrant ﬁEuse |
of human rights and rule of law has created a dark spot in the life of our nation.

The resultant repercussion from these anomalies is expressed in the deplo?able
state of our prisons, where their total capacities are overstretched by almost 100%. A
study of some selected prisons across the country as conducted by the National Human
Rights Commission will further attest to the impending problems as a result of the

timeless duration of justice dispensation, ' \



1 ;2.1 State of Some Nigerian Prisons

(a)  Kano Central Prison

Capacity of prison -+ 690
Actual inmates (lock-up) S 817
Awaiting trials | . s
Convicts o | - 225

. -

10 years

Maximum years of awaiting trial
The prison was established in 1903. The prob_lems"noticed’ in the prison \._vere
long delays in the trial of remanded prisoners, poor water and t;.lectricity supply,
inadequate health facilities and personnel. Also noticed was the non-functional Armed

Robbery Tribunal, thus causing a prolongation of the detainees stay in prison.

()  Goron Dutse Prison, Kano

Capacity of prison | . oL 600
Actual inmates '_ _ | o - 475
Awaiting trials o - 311
Convicts - - 164
Maximum years of awaiting trial - 4 years

(¢)  Kirikiri Medium Prison, Lagos

- Capacity of prison . 704
. Actual inmates - a9

Awaiting trials . - 1,768



Convicts . o - 521

Maximum years of awaiting trial - - 10 years _

(d) Kirikiri Maximum Prison, Lagos

Actual inmates S . 1,056

Awaiting trials - 1,875
Convicts : - 736
Maximum years of awaiting trial - 10 years

(e} lkovi Prison, Lagos

Capacity of prison o - 800

 Actual inmates o . 1661
Awaiting trials | o - 1,517
Comvicls .~ | | - 144
Maximum years of awaiting trial _ 10 years

The major problem of the three Lagos prisons visited was congestion arising
especially from the large number of awaiting trials. This was said to be.caused by the
inﬁ&equacy of Black Maria to take detainees to court. There were also problems of poor
feeding and health facilities in all three prisons. There was also the j:eculiar Icase of .a.. |
teenage girl who alleged that she was arrested because the law enforcement agents could

not find her suspect father.



H Port Harcourt Prison

Capacity of prison - 804
Actual inmates T, 2
Awaiting trials L o . 965

Convicts L - 379

Maximum years of awaiting trial 10 years

At the Port Harcourt prison, five nursing mothers were said to have delivered the
babies during their stay in prison. Information provided was that therec were no ante-natal
facilities for pregnant women within the prison and fees charged at government haspitals
were beyond their reach. Th_is underlined the inadequacy of medical facilities in the

-

prison.

(g) Kuje Medium Prison, Abuja

Capacity of prison | - | 80
Actual inmates | | | . - 144
Awaiting trials - | 100
Convicts | : _ . | 44.
Maximum years of awaiting trial - 10 yeais

From the general information on the staté of the mentibned px;isons, it can be
noted that the capacity is overstretched by almost 100%. In essence, while the prison
capacity is 4,734, the actual number of inmates is 8,005. Another dimension of the
problem is that while the convicts were only 2,213, the awaiﬂng trials were 6,492 (almost

thrice the number of convicts).



TAaeLE : |- O

PRISON AWAITING CONVICTS TOTAL PRISON
TRIAL INMATES CAPACITIES

Kano 592 225 817 690

Goron Dutse 311 164 475 600

Kirikiri 1,768 521 2,289 704

Minimum

Kirikiri 1,139 736 1,875 1,056

Maximum

Tkoyi 1,517 144 1,661 800 ]

Port Harcourt 965 379 1,344 804

Kuje 100 44 144 80

TOTAL 6.392 2213 8,605 4,734
CHART : ||

CHARTS SHOWING PERCENTAGE OF AWAITING TRIALS AND CONVICTS IN
SELECTED NIGERIAN PRISONS

74.3% 1% Awaiting Tria

U (Tanviete
25.7%

GRAPH: 1.2
GRAPH SHOWING PRISON CAPACITY AND NUMBER OF INMATES IN

SELECTED NIGERIAN PRISIONS.
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~ AIM AND OBJECTIVES

The aim of this thesis, therefore, is to improve, evolve and establish new trends in

“court architecture”. The end product of this thesis will be a synthetic articulation of

architectural solutions as required by a harmonized system of justice dispensation. This

new trends in court architecture will aim at:

o)
i)
(iii)
(iv)

®

1.4

Incorporation of Police Department and a detention centre to a court as a unit, so
as to bridge the gap tha‘t' exists among them for effective dispensation of justice.
To evolve a contemporary architectural. edifice that will po.rtray the judicial
majesty.

Comprehensive and self-sufficicnt building structure so as to promote efficiency
of the law enforcement officers. ‘ L
Promoting better inter-unit and inter-departmental relationship both physically
and morally. o . L . o

Provision of adequate detention spaces and support facilities.

] ' -—M
:...'SASH!M B2AHIM LIBRARY !

METHODOLOGY

The variables of study are necessarily complex having to deal with the three arms

~ of law enforcement, which are the Court, Police and the Prison.

Thus, visits were made to Kaduna Convict Prison.  The human elements of the

study were observed during the visit and interviews were granted by the prison



administrators. The interviews emphasize the general philosophy employed by the
administration in contending with thc. impending and pecuh:ar problem of congestion due
to over population. . The buillt_environmént was part_iculgrly notled with respect 1o
planning, provision of facilitiés, their adequacy or otherwis;:, as well as the living
conditions of the inmates.

A physical documentary study of fandomly selécted court houses in Kaduna and
Lagos was carried out, where their overall planning configuration, _c;opstruction_
lec.hniques and shortcomings were critically examined, in relation to their functionality as
well as psychological impact on the users.

A fact-finding visit was carried out at the .National‘ Human Rights Com.mi.ssion,
Abnja, where the recommended guidelines for justice dispensation and detainees
treatment and regulations were obtained. The _recommcndations of the Vision 2010

Committee on the upliftment of the judicial infrastructure were consulted as well as other

related publications, journals and the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

1.5 MOTIVATION

In the diséhargc of the duties of the National ‘Human Rights Commission
monitoring role, members of the Governing Council undertook a fact-finding visit to
some prisons across the couﬁt;':y between June 23, 1998 and September 29, 1998.

The visits were quite revealing as they afforded the council members the
opportunity to sec things as they were and subsequently brought the end resuit t.o.the
notice of concerned authorities and the public at large, so that all hands would be on deck _

to device means through which adequate solutions would be professed to preserve and



uphold the constitutional human rights. of Nigerian citizenry and mainly to .curtail the
rising crime rate in urban cities. |
Problem of overcrowding was identified as the biégest contributory factor to fhe
poor prfson conditions in the country. Over-crowding itself is the result of inordinate
delays as well as other defects in the system of justice dispensation. The embarrassingly
large proportions of awaiting tr-iaI: pérsons estimated at 74% c;f all priéon inmates testifies
to the importance of widening the scope of inquiry to include the structural composition
that houses the law énforcemenf units which are the police stations, prisons and the cour;
houses, with the aim of finding lasting solutions to the pressing problems.
It is the quest for deducing adéquate architectural solutions to tﬁe impending
~ problems that serve as the motivating factor into this research exer.cise. We shape our

-

buildings and our buildings shape us.

1.6 SCOPE dF STUDY AND LIMITATIONS

The overall configuration of the design Solution is meant to serve the Federal
Capital Territory, Abuja, as a test ground with the hope similar approach may be implied
in other cities with high crime rate in solving problems of delayed or prolonged system of
juétice dispensation,

The research will lay emphasis on the courthouse design requirements and the
functional requirecment of the integration of polic;e depar&nent and a detention centre,
The .study of criminal offenders, suspects aﬁd referencéé to imates will be limited to the

pre-trial, trial and will not cover beyond conviction. o

12



The research will lay no emphasis on hindrances to effective dispensation of
justice that arise due to bureaucracy of administration. Rather, factors of consideration

would be based on architectural relevance.






CHAPTER TWO

LEGAL DISPENSATION OF JUSTICE

2.1  CONSTITUTION AND RAPID DISPENSATION OF JUSTICE
The 1979 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria Chapter IV dealing with
“Fundamental Human Rights” is devoted to provisions which set out the fundamental
rights of an accused person.with regard to his trial, how he is to be treated and other
related matters, | ' - -

The same section of the constitulion took into cognizance the fundamental rights
of the plaintiff, so that justice can be done in al | fairness to both parties. The plaintiff
who wish to seek redress in the court of law over lost property, personal integrity or
otherwise, is supported by legal rights to be awarded his due within a reasonable time.
Likewise, it is in the best interest of the socieiy, for the law to apprehend the lawbreakers,
50 as to punish them and reform them within a reasonable time.

To be able to satisfy both mentioned demands, the constitution thus states in
Section 32, Subsection 4: K Aﬁ;;":, - T ——

“Any person who is arrested or detained shall be brought

before a court of law within a reasonable time, and if he is -
not tried within a period of (i) 2 months from the date of his

arrest or detention (in the case of a person who is in

custody or is not entitled to bail); (11) 3 months from the

date of his arrest or detention ((in the case of a person who

is released on bail). Otherwise he shall be released.

Thus, speedy trial must be a trial which is commenced and concluded within a period of

time, such as will ensure in the estimation of reasonable persons, that justice appears to

have been done.

14



The rati(;ﬁalc for requiring spcédy trial has always been that delay in trials impair
the abilily of the accused person to defend himself, through the fact that a vital witness
may have died in the intcrval,' or the recollection of fhe facts by other witness may have
become blurred (as in_ the case of United States vs Ewell 1966). Also, there is the further
danger of the trial judge loosiné lﬁs impression of the dcﬁlea;oﬁr of fhe witness after the
lapse of a long time after which he has also to watch the dcmcanour_of wilnesses in a
variety of other cases (as proved by Justice Idigbe in the case of Akpor vs.Ig.uoriguo at
Horin in 1979). Thus, the courts have always felt that undue delay in trials is fraught with
the danger of miscarriage of justice. |

A scandalous situation in which the accused person was on remand awaiting triai
for four and a half years, a period longer than the maximum term of imprisonment

| prescribed for his alleged offence, Karkara and other vs I_monflke (1985), while it has also
been held that a criminal trial which lasted for a period of twc; years was too.long and
infringedi on thé right of thc ﬁccuscd to be tried wi.thin reasonable time. a

In an effort 1o streamline the situation, a reasonable schedule/guide for the
determination of the concept of reasonable tihe in the light of the provisions of Sections
33(4) and (5) of the constitution, the following time schedule has been drawn by the
Nattonal Human Rights Commission of Nigeria. o -

~ Subsection 5 goes further to define clearly m quanti;alivc analysis the meaning of
reasonable time as: -
(i) “in the case of an arrest or detention in any place, where
there is a court of competent jurisdiction within a radius of

40 kilometers, a period of | day 24 hours; and (ii) in any
other case, a period of 2 days 38 hours.”
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The above mentioned constitutional demands are all aimed at ensuring a fair and
speedy dispensation of justice. A speedy trial is one of the basic factors that make up a
trial fair, as a long delay of a trial would therefore render it unconstitutional. As observed
by Justice Obaseki, “where a period of time dims or loses the memory or impressions of
witnesses, it occasions a miscarriage of justice, contravenes the fair trial provision of our

constitution and vitiates the whole proceedings.”

2.1.1 The Right to Prompt Trial Under Law

Section 33 subsection 4 of the constitution states that “whenever any person is
charged with a criminal offence, he shall unless the charge is withdrawn be entitled to a
fair hearing within a reasonable time by a court or tribunal.”

Reasonable time, in this regard, has been defined as the period of time which, in
the search of justice, does not wear out the parties and their witnesses and which is

required to ensure that justice is not only done but appears to reasonably persons to be

done.
TYPE OF TIME FRAME
CASE CUSTODY CASES NON-CUSTODY CASES
Pre-trial Tral Total Pre-trial Trial Total
- Period Period Period Period Period Period
Non- 2months | 3months | Smonths | 3 months | 6 months | 9 months
complicated
cases
Complicated 2months | 6 months | 9 months | 3 months | 12 months | 15 months
Cases )




The schedule in the above table suggests that trials for non-complicated cases
should be concluded between two to five months for custody cases, and between three to
nine months in non-custody, non-complicated cases; whilst for complicated custody
cases, the time frame should be two to eight months, and for the non-custody complicated

cases three to fifteen months.

2.1.2  Right to Fair Trial

Section 33 subsection 5 of the constitution statc; that “every person who is
charged with a criminal offence shall be presumed innocent until he is proved guilty.”
This fundamental right to fair trial is made up of the following other component rights,
namely: (i) to presumption of innocent, (ii) to be informed promptly and in detail the
nature of the offence charged in the language which he understood, (iii) to be given
adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his defense, (iv) to defend himself in
person or by council of his choice, (v) to examine in person or by his legal practitioner
witnesses called by the prosecution or by the defense, (vi) to have without payment the
assistance of an interpreter, where necessary, (vii) not to be tried for unwritten offence,
(viii) not to be tried for a retroactively created offence, (ix) not to be subjected to a
punishment heavier than in force at the time the offence was committed, and (x) not to be
compelled to give evidence at his trial,

All these components of the right to fair trial are aimed at ensuring a humane
atmosphere and conditions of treatment of the accused during the pre-trial and trial

stages, so that the personal integrity of the accused may be preserved. Since the accused

is presumed innocent until proved guilty, some privileges will be accorded him such as
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necessary facilitics that will supﬁort decent accommodation, feeding and such. other
respectable treatments while in detention or custody. It is through the adherence of these
components of fair trial that the ac.cus.,ed wi]l come to appreciate and imbibe the culture of
res;;ect for the rule of law at tl;c same time develop accépta;ce to fate when eventually
justice takes its cause. As the guilty has to be punished and reformed towards becoming

a better citizen when eventually he gets reintegrated into the society.

2.2  CONSTRAINTS IN T}IE ADMINISTRAT]ON OF JUSTICE | |

The formulation of policies by the Government is meant to safeguard and provide
guidance in the administration of justice. }IOWCVC;', a major problem that is posed by the
gm{ernment i3 that policies and décisions are often made or ta}ccn without regard or input
from the states where the impact of these decisions are felt. | | |

In 1992 for instance, a decision was taken by the Federal Ministry of Internal
Affairs in Abuja to shot down all lock-ups in the couniry. This meant that .all susﬁecté
remanded in custody must be taken to the prison and brought to court on the dates fixed
tor their trials. In Kano State, for example, there are only three prisons. Two located
within Kano metropoiis and one at Wudil. Their combined capacity is less than 2,000
inmates. In Kano metropolis alone, there are fourteen High Courts, about twenty
Magistratc Courts and a similar number of Area Couns.. Each of these courts has
criminal jurisdictioﬁs. Every day suspects or offenders standiné trials are expected fo be
moved from one of tﬁe tWo prisons in the town to .these courts,

With the closure of the lock-ups in the local government a.feas, the problems were

of course compounded. In the state at that time, there were only two Black Maria



vehicles (presently onlly the one allécated to the.Sp.ecial Miséelianeous Offence Tribunal
is functioning). Thus, the enormous difficulty of transporting suspects across the state
can best be imagined. -
221 Structural Hindranccs.to' Rapid Dispensation of Justice

It is through the institutions that law is given both force and meaning. Through
their activities, the institutions of law do contribute to the realization of the intended
goals of justice. Since law has become a recognized instrument of change in the modern
world, its institutions must see themselves as vehicles of that change. They must be
willing to welcome change though without hopclesslf abandoning their cherished and
age-long traditions that given them roots, history and respectability.

The challenge therefore is that of evolving and harmonizing the institutions of law
enforcement (which are the court, po.lice station and the prison or detention centre). The
pr::;cnt organisatibn ;)f the ins.ti'tutions of Ila-a.w enforcement, whereby each is independent
of another, does not lend itself to proper coordination of efforts, pianningl and control,
which are aimed at ensuring rapid dispensation of justicc.. | -

The entire composition of the law and order institutions are meant lo be
correctional facilities in nature of their operations;'wﬁerc .th.c wrong doers of thé soéiety
are apprehended, penalized and reformed into law abiding citizens. However, a series of
discrepancies hovering on the institutions transpires into -generating nepative resﬁ[tant

effects, some of which are highlightcd further on.



2.2.2 Problem of Court Rooms

A vital problem that is obscuring rapid dispensation of justice in Nigeria is that of
inadequate courtrooms, whereby judges are either forced to take sitting turns or sit in
chambers while the Supreme Court frowns at it. A few of the available courtrooms suffer
dilapidation, poor ventilation and poor lighting, while others are inadequately furnished
and some courts sit in rented buildings located in places r;ot suitable for court sessions,
example, the Federal High Court, Kaduna, which is located at a rented space along
Yakubu Avenue in the central district Kaduna.

Consequently, the Chief Judge of Kaduna State, Hon. Justice Rahila H. Cudgoe,
identified the inadequacy of courtrooms as one of the problems that leads to delayed
justice, when she observed as follows:

“The six high court judges in our headquarters complex
share two courtrooms. This is most unpleasant and a cog in

the wheel of justice. Due to necessity some judges often sit

in chambers, which for all intents and purposes are turned
into courtrooms.”

2.2.3 Lack of Operational Facilities

Lack of operational facilities that support specific functions within the courthouse
such as libraries, holding up cells, storerooms and warehouses are some of the
shortcomings, which have far-reaching effect on the overall performance of the court.
Libraries (where they do exist at all) are ill equipped and outdated. This also retards the
judgement in the knowledge of the law. As stated by the President of the Nigerian Court

of Appeal, Hon. Justice Umar Abdullahi that “we still have problems that militate against
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speedier dispensation of justice. One of such problel;ls i.s the lack of or Ipoor ;tate of our
fbrares.” o | -

The absence of slorerqdms and warehouses leadé fo a situati;)q where prOpertfes

fit for storage are kept almost. everyWherc,'even in the éourtrooms, and thus further

compounding the problem .of court congestion. Other times, the properties are kept

outside the courtrooms and such properties end up detcriorating or stolen.

2.2.4 The Nigeria Police Fofée

. The Nigeria Police Force (NPF) plays a vital role in the administration of justice,
Section 194 of the 1979 Constjtuﬁon of the Federal Republic of Nigeria prqvides for the
establishment of the Nigeria Police Force, and by Sections 4 and 19 of th_e Police Act
amended by the Police Amendment Decree 1987, “a police ofﬁcer has thé power to
institute criminal proceedings in all courts of law in Nigeria.”

Vested with all these responsibility, an average Nigerian citizen sées a po!iééman
not as a protector but as an enemy. What readily comes to mind is the indiscriminate
mode of arrest and detention by the police. People are arrested who should not be and
those .»'vho should be are not. Inyestigation method is from the known to the unknown.
Crime investigation officers who are not regular in court proceedings subject cases to
um:l.ez.:essary prolonged adjoumlﬁchts. .I o

The practices whereby accused persons 611 awaiting trial are transferred by the;:.
police to the prison for custody also constitute a major hindrance to rapid dispensation of

Justlcc. N
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23 ASURVEY OF RELEVANT CASES
The survey of relevant cases is intended to give a more graphic human touch to the

problems encountered in our prisons due to ineffective and rapid dispensation of justice.

_’ ()  Edet Effiom vs The .Staté
The appellant was arrested on March 27, 1985. His offence was .murder
commiited on March 25, 1985. After nearly ten months in detention, an inforfnaﬁon was
filed against him .o.n January 21, 1986 at the Cross River High Court at Calabar. Twelve
_months later, on December 15, 1986, he was arraigned before the court. His trial spanned
another four years and ohc month, From the time the appellant’s plea was taken by the
trial court on December 15, the case came up five times. (511 four occasions, the accused
person could not be produced in court. On one occasion his counsel was absent. From
the actual commencement of the trial on May 4, 1998 to the ﬁonclusion on January 7,
1991, the case was adjoﬁrned .28 timeé. On .13 occasions, the adjournments were
necessitated because the accused person coulcl_ not be brought to court. The reasons given
were usually lack of fuel for the vehicle t.o. transbért h.im to the .cm.llirt. On several
ocﬁasions, the accused person complained of hunger and weakness and either counsel or
coutt had to make money available for him to food. On one dcéasion, on November 23,
1989, although the accused was present in the cﬁurt, the‘ trial could not go on. The
following was what the judgc recorded: | | | o
Having seen the Accusecl in person and the state of his
health, 1 am of the view that he is in no good health to
continue with the trial. He is in fact a bag of ‘bones and

needs urgent medical attention.

The following also appears in the judgement of the trial court:



Throughout the trial, the Accused was more interested in

stating that he was'ill and his main illness was hunger. He

would demand audience from the court, and would

persistently complain of hunger. When I discovered that

the accused was arousing the sympathy and charitable

disposition which everyonc had for his highly emaciated

frame, 1 stopped him from further soliciting for alms to buy

food and he never repeated it after that injunction.
Mr. Edet Effiom was convicted and sentenced to death on January 7, 1991. His appeal to
the Court of Appeal took another two years. It was another two years before his appcal
reached the Supreme Court, where it was finally dismissed in January 1995,
approximately ten years after his arrest in March 1987.

One of the issues that arose in this. before the Supreme Court was whether the

accused had a fair trial within a reasonable time guaranteed under Section 33 subsection 4

of the constitution. In a disappointing decision, the court dismissed the appeal by a

majority of five to two.

{ii)  Ogogu vs The State

Mr. Peter Newi was one of the éppellams. He was sentenced to death on
February 28, 1986 by the Lagos High Court for the offence of armed robbery. His appeal
1o the Court of Appeal ﬁas eqtered bromptly on March 29, 1986. It took four years for
the appeal to be decided by the Court of Appeal. It took anotﬁer four years flor the appeal
to be finally decided by the. Supreme Court. He fiad by that time spent .appmximately 10

years on the death row.



(ili))  Habu vs The State

The appellant was arraigned before the Kano High (:,‘ourt for the offence of armed
robberv. He was tried and convicted. He was sentenced to death on June 7, 1991. He
promptly appealed. The Court of Appeal has however been unable to hear the appeal
because the records of the trial court were lost. On March 8, 1994, 13 years after the
appeal was filed, the Court of Appeal struck out the appeal as it could not be entertained,
as no records were available. The appellant’s appeal to the Supreme Court was similarly
struck out.

The dilemma of the Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court was not an enviable
one. To order a retrial was oppressive and perhaps impracti‘cal. Yet to set him free would
be a dangerous precedent. In our circumstances, such a decision may lead to spate of
destruction of court records in a bid by convicts to gain freedom by default. The fate of

the appellant is still to be determined.
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PRISONS |

CAPACITY OF NIGERIAN PRISONS BY STATLE AS AT 1997

No of

Stata Prison Male Female Mixed Capacity
Abia 4 - - 4 1,050
Adamawa 6 - - & 1,760
Akwa=~Ibom S - - S 1,566
Anambra 2 - - 2 424
Bauch. 6 - - . & 1,017
Bayglsa - - - - -
Benue 3 - - a 1,279
Borno 6 -3 - - P 2,000
C/River 6 - - 6 ' . 1,076
Delta 5 - - 5 771
Ebonyi - - - - 480
Edo 6 - - 6 - 1,190
Ekiti - - - - 200
Enugu 4 - - 4 -1,024
Gombe - - - - 438
Tmo 2 - - 2 1,017
Jigawa 4 - - 4 830
kaduna 7 - - 7 1,979
Kano k] - - k) 1,540
Katsina 3 - - h I SBR
Kebbi s - - . 5 1,120
Koggi & - - -] 3es
Kwara 2 - - - 316
Lagosa .5, 4 S\ - . 2,795
Nassarawa - - I - f . 509
Niger 8 - - " 474
ogun’ q - - 4 slB
Gndo 5 - - $ 482
Osun 2 - - 2 640
Oyo 2 - - 2 346
Plateau 10 - - > 10 . 1,670
Rivers 4 1 _ - I S 1,312
Sokoto 2 - - 2 766
Taraba 4 - - -4 1,810
Yobe - i3 _ - _ - 3 863
Zamfara - - - - 3310
F.C.T Kuje 1 - - 1 1'144
Total 135 6 1 128 35,689

Source: Nigerian Prison Service



Table: Z2.2

PRIBON INMATES POPULATION BY STATE

Number
State 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Abia 1,358 1,373 1,449 1,537 n.a 1.497
Adamawa 1,906 2,098 1,946 2,223 n.a 1,733
Akwa Ibom 1379 1,439 1,337 1,323 n.a 1,677
Anambra 1,321 1,316 1,388 1,554 n.a 1,586
Bauchi 2,289 2,395 1,529 1,140 n.a 941
Bayelna - - - = n.a -
Benue 1,401 1,089 712 754 n.a 626
Borno 1,839 1,828 1,547 1,658 n.a 1,472
C/River 818 926 B4S 789 n.a 1,006
Delta 1,452 . 3,517 1,539 1,461 n.a 1,781
Ebonyi ! - - - - n.a 843
Edo 1,455 1,373 1,697 1,679 n.a 2,040
Ekiti - - T - n.a 305
Enugu 1,844 802 1,844 1,406 n.a 1,812
Gombe " I . - = n.a 532
Imo 1,168 1,294 1,275 1,401 n.a 1,619
Jigawa 1,014 887 1,092 733 n.a ) BQB
Kaduna 2,694 2,964 2,388 2,814 n.a - 1,918
Kano 1,863 2,085 1,711 2,038 n.a 1,852
Katsina 680 789 787 8139 n.a 921
Kebbi 1:;973 1,520 1,091 772 n.a 1,429
Kogi 374 478 341 410 n.a 631
Kwara 313 165 297 323 n.a 423
Lagos 4,181 4,126 4,991 5,201 n.a 5,974
Nasarawa - - - - n.a 767
Niger 1,583 1,530 1,219 869 n.a G50
Ogun 913 1,364 865 1,533 n.a 857
Ondo 1,093 1,104 968 1,058 n.a 831
Osun 557 551 508 544 n.a 419
oyo 666 739 711 858 n.a 1,036
Plateau 1,915 3, %39 1,568 1,510 n.a 1,438
Riveras 1,585 1,585 as59 Y,75% n.a 1,855
Sokoto 3 *1,B06 1,251 1,366 664 n.a 1,062
Taraba 1,492 437 2,338 2,117 “.a 1.,279
Yobe 913 a68 «¥792 837 n.a 446
Zamfara - - e - n.a 898
F.C,7 104 104 848 8137 n.a 563
T % a 1 43,286 41,842 41,845 42,099 n.a 4§,877

Source: Nigerian Brisons Service

Note: 1996 -~ Data not available,.
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Table: 2-5

PRISON ADMISSIONS BY TYPE OF OFFENCE

Number
Offences 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993
Debt 942 613 254 90 132
Arson 2,172 639 2,961 138 135
Afray 737 1,274 1,749 Jz24 336
Assault 3,612 3,455 2,389 2,700 ¥, 351
Hurder 514 1,263 750 890 807
Treason 156 160 52 31 160
Sedition 363 87 261 71 a3
Abduction 183 558 209 234 175
Smuggling 16 835 45 133 49
Immigration 10 55 156 109 55
Stealing 20,8913 20,190 15,524 18,177 12,051
Robbery 1;91% 1,530 3,736 471 7:38Q
Armed robbery 585 1,225 595 992 466
S5ex offencen 999 1,201 702 261 430
Traffic offences 1,331 823 922 969 842
Currency offences 132 - 293 242 139 304
Indian hemp
offences 293 1,688 901 1,052 1,164
Contempt of .5 _ .
court 1,040 2,249 1,457 1,895 1,416
Unlawful
possession 1,147 3,052 1,843 J, 382 3,494
Forgery and
altering 440 2,879 2,241 283 2,146
Eascaping from
lawful Custody 290 560 234 319 324
Qffences against
native law and
custom 764 1,293 392 821 ais
Other offences S,12% B,151 8,511 14,155 7,424
Total 40,789 54,079 52,129 47,508 41,482
Sources: Wigerian Prisons Service
Hote: 1990: Data not available for Akwa Ibom and Kaduna States,
1991: Data not available for Akwa Ibom, Anambra, Borno,
Gongola, Imo and Sokoto States. &
1992: Data not available foor Kaduna, Katsina, Xogi,
Rivers and Sokoto States.

1993:

~

Data not available for Adamawa, Akwa Ibom, Anambra
Akwq Ibom, Anambra, Bauchi, Borno, Katsina, Kebbi,
Kogi, Yobe atates and Federal Captial Territery.
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Table: 2-4'

PRISON ADMISSIONS CLASSIFIED BY RELIGION
AND STATUS OF INMATES

Numbej
1987 1384 1989 1990
Total Admissions 51,346 65,6086 40,789 54,079
Religion of admitted
Inmates:
Christian 24,460 31,181 16,000 22,229
Islam 17,134 28,400 19,877 19,933
Tradition 1,589 2,544 1,394 3,024
Atheist 2,239 1,318 1,068 3,376
Others 5,924 2,161 2,453 5,517
Status of Inmates - .
Convicted 31,771 30,953 30,344 27,586
on Remand/ S o
Awaiting Trial 13,950 16,745 21,063 19,219
Detainec ' 460 G653 593 140
Qthers 1,629 939 1,047 6,272
Source: HNigerian Prisons Service
Table: o
PRISONS ADMISSIONS BY TERMS OF IMPRISONMENT
Torms of _ ¥ o o o
Imprisonment 1992 1993 1994 1995 GG 39"
Remand &
Awaiting Trial 19,000 19,003 19,382 20,462 n.a e
Short Term 10,286 11,302 10,329 9,382 n.a 8,1
Long Term 11,989 9,8%8 10,081 10, 540 n.a T
Condemned 923 155 771 1,049 n.a :
Detainees 95 72 115 180 n.a :
Others 5,210 492 .(1,?{:-3 639 n.a 1,
Total 47,508 Taif§§E'h__ 47,444 42,5%1 . ; __.d,

Source:

Note:

Nigerian Prisons

Service.

1996 - Data not available.
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Table: 2 S

PRISON ADMISSIONS BY AGE GROUP
STATE 19089 1990 1991 1992 1993
Under 16 yeara 147 473 1,204 1,253 709
16 - 20 years 8,084 12,617 12,344 10,354 6,496
21 = 25 years 13,698 17,287 15,216 10,356 12,444
26 = 50 yoars 16,866 18,580 22,45_2 21,737 20,848
51 and above 1,994 5,122 913 1,808 9285
Total 40,789 34,079 52,129 47,508 41,482
Sources: Nigerian Prisons Service
1990: Data not available for Akwa Ibom and Kaduna States.
1991: Data not available for Akwa Ibom, Anambra, Sorno, Gongola,
Imo and Sokoto States.
1992: Data not available for Akwa Ibom, Delta, Kaduna, Katsina,
Kogi,Rivers, Sokoto and Federal Capital Territory.
1993: Data not available for Adamawa, Akwa Ibom, Anambra,
Bauchi, Borno, Katsina, Kebbi, XKogi,Riveru, Yobe and
Federal Capital Territory.
Table: 2.6 :
CRIMES/OFFENCES REPORTED TO THE POLICE
Number
™
Cases Cases Cases Casas
Year Reported Prosecuted Pending Closed
Investigation
Y
1993 297,478 114,814 136,771 15,204
1994 279,910 117,948 117, 267 15,366
1995 253,098 100.518 115,858 14,460
1996 258,655 92 ;237 132,047 13,020
1997 216,119 100,284 104,831 11,004

Source: The Nigeria Police Force
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Table: 2- 7

CASES REPGRTED TG THE PCLICE
Number
Serious Crime 1993 19914 1995 1996 1997

Murder, 1,684 1,629 1,535 1,561 1,730
Manslaughter 34 20 25 21 18
Felenius Wounding 16,369 17,167 16,300 17,650 14,720
Assault, 51,387 45,877 -46,543 52,747 42,815
Other Crimes Against

Persont 23,652 24,432 18,258 16,922 17,355
Armed Robbery &

Extortion 1,975 2,044 2,109 2,419 2,181
Burglary, house
breaking and store
breaking 20,134 18,392 18,258 15,627 16,268
Larcency 105,792 69,341 n.a n.a 14,720
Forgery and
currency crimes 1,024 776 795 813 1,283
Other crimes against
property 49,855 48,379 -~ 16,698 15,120 13,315
Bribery and -
corruption 139 224 390 579 100
Iotal 144,457 228,281 120,911 123,479 124,505
Source: Niligeria Police Force

Notes: 1

offences

* Includes Child Stealing, Slave dealinc, Suicide

and Kidnapping

30

Includes attempted Murder
2 Includes Rape and indecent assault anc unnatural
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Table: 2.9

MINOR CRIMES AND OFFENCES REPORTED TCO THE POLICE

1993 1994 1395 1994 1997
False ptl‘etence/ :

cheating 13,845 EJ,SdG‘ 131,524 13,057 1,950
Unlawful posession | :

. and receiving :

_stolen property 10,408 10,013 . 9,344 - B,694 8,062
Arson 1,716 1,615 1,240 1,002 1,190
Perjury 13 | 61 -22 153 < 97
Other tiinor Crime-;., j,954 3,321 2,563 .2,480 2,629
Gambling 40 1,307 319 - - 280 203
Breaches of peace 9,95 38,129 7,926 7,097 7,100
Escape [rom custody 7483 672 , 529 712 543
Local Acts 6,928 4,724, 4,860 3,727 :
Others 21q 225 165 267 2,629
Total . 48,245 43,618 .40,792 37,439 24,403
Source: The Nigeria Police Force . : o é



Table: :2-‘()

RECIDIVI3M
1286 1987 19dp 1989 1990
First Offender
M 14,545 10,7123 17,262 10,227 6,164
F 173 297 18¢ 190 119
Convicted QOnce
M 8,9c9 4,216 7,797 5,600 2,572
F 201 . aq . 85 96 26
Convicted Twice
M 1,043 2,640 3,300 2,562 1,237
F 49 49 25 39 15
Convicted Thrice o '
M 1,736 1,486 1,525% . 1,360 641
¥ 13 26 6 _ 7 -]
Convicted Four Timesn
M : 1,176 gags 1,145 9731 1,017
[ 12 q - 4 -
Convicted Five Times : : i
M : : BEBO 97 529 549 758
F 7 q - 1 -
Convicted 5ix or
more Limes
M 1,027 620 463 7831 482
F 19 1 - - -
Total " * '
M 11,376 20,970 34,103 22,114 12,871
F 674 465 496 337 165

Source: Nigerian Prisong Service. o
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CHAPTER THREE
INSTITUTIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

i

31 FEDERAL HIGH COURT, ABUJA R o
| The Federal High Court, formerly Federal Revenue Court, was ¢stablished by the
F_edcral Revenue Court Decree Number 13 of 1973, and later stipulated iﬁ tihe 1979
Constitution under Section 228, The court consists of a chief judge and such number of

judges of the Federal High Court as may be prescribed by law.

3.1.1  Jurisdiction and Powers
The Federal High Court has ﬁivil and criminal jurisdiction as clearly spelt out in
the ‘19?9 Constitutioﬁ of the Feﬁefal Republic of Nigeria, under the followiné sections:
Section 230: |
(I)  Subject to the provisipn of this constitution and in
addition to such other jurisdiction as may be
conferred upon it by Act of the National Assembly,
the Federal High Court shail have jurisdiction:
(a)  in such matters connected with or pertaining to the
_revenue of the Government of the Federation as
may be pre.scribed by the Nalionai Assembly or by
Decree
(b). in such other matters as may be prescribed by law,

Section 231:



0y

(2)

Scclion 233:

For the purpose of exercising any jurisdiction
conferred tipon it by this constitution or ag may be
conferred by an act of the National Assembly, the
Fedcral High Court shall ha_ve all the powers of the

High Court of a state.

‘ Notwithétanding SuBsection (1) of this section, the

National Assembly may by law make provisions
conferring upon thc Federal High Court plowers
additional to those conferred by this section as may
appear nccessary or desirablc f01.' enabiing the coui‘t

morc cffectively to exercise its jurisdiction.

T

The National Assembiy may be law make provisions with

respect to the practice and procedure of the Federal High

Court (including the service and execution of all civil and

criminal processes of the court); and until other provisions

are macde by the National Assembly, the jusisdiction hereby

conferred upon the Federal High Court shall be exercised in

accordance with the practice and procedure for the time

being in force in relation to a High. Court of a state or any

other court with like jurisdiction.
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3.1.2 Strueture of the High Court
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3.1.3  Judicial Personncl

The judicial personnel are made up of various officials who undertake the

functions that arc related to judicial maiters ranging from filing a case to its conclusion,

Some notable and prominent of them are as follows:




CHIEF JUDGE: The nominal and overall head of the Federal High Court is the
chief judge of the said court. HeTis in chargz_e of the complete running and organisation of
the courthouse; but most ilnportantly in charge of judicial functions, which include
assignment of judges to handle specific cases. He is generally assisted on the générﬁl
administrative dutics by the various registrars. Hc is appointed by the president on }hc

recommendation of the Federal Judicial Commission.

-

CPIIEF REGISTRAR: The administrative head ﬁf the I-Ifgh Court and most ofltcn
assisled by his deputies. The registrars duties include overseeing the general organisation
of the functions involving mainly the staff and the members of the public. Appointment
inld_ such office is m'ade froﬁ experienced legal practitioners,. but the various deputics

might not have legal attachment.

PRINCIPAL REGISTRAR: Mainly in charge of all courts within the judicial zone, such
as Arca Courts, Magistrate Courls and other High Courts sometimes referred to as outside

stations.

BAILIFF: Arranges and serves sﬁmx.nons te person(s) wanted in court and organizes the
pro;:csses of pl'opert); co'nﬁscat‘ioh from |:;er50|1s whom are Li;iable or refusc; to pay fihes
imposed by the court or even defaulters of bank loans. The bailiff office is closely
related to the Litigation Department because in most cases orders of confiscation and

summons pass through the Litigation Deparument.



COURT CLERK: Also referred to as the clerk to the judge. The sole administrator in
the courtroom. Some of the main functions include the arrangement of cases for trials for
every particular day; also prepares commitment warrants and orders; sends out notices for
fines. and adjournment of cases. The court clerks also assist in the sharing of cases

amongst court sittings.

3.1.4 Litigation Department

Headed by a litigation registrar. A very sensitive section of the High Court that
deals mainly with the registration or filing of cases for prosecution and also determines
the trial periods for such cases.

A litigant (complainant) lodges a case with this department and a file is opened
for it. After other procedures, the file is passed to the chic["judgc who assigns a presiding
judge for and fixe a comfortable and suitable time for the first hearing of the case. These
information are recorded in files and subsequently stored in records room.

From the foregoing, it is therefore very obvious that there is a lot of public traffic
converging to this section. For instance, members of the public coming to register new
cases. and also the checking of files (often by lawyers) and related matters call for the

placement of this department as near as possible to the public for casy accessibility.

3.1.5  General Administration
This is also a very important department of the Federal High Court that mostly

deals with matters relating to employment, deployment and promotion of the
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administrative workers, discipline and welfare. The chief registrar is the head of this

department.

3.1.6  Accounts and Audit

This section handles all the financial matters in the Federal High Court and that of
other High Courts in the zone. Their main functions include preparation of vouchers for
employees’ payments. [ts other function is to accept fines paid by the public as may be
directed by the court from time to time. It also handles projects executed by contractors
attached to the maintenance section. There is an Audit Section, which sees to the
Auditing of the court’s account records.

A senior accountant posted from the finance ministry or employed by the High

Court heads the department.

3.1.7 Library and Archives

There are two major Iibmry areas in the Federal High Court: the judge’s library
and the law library for advocates. The two then totally segregated. This is so because of
constant research and consultative research demands carried out by lawyers so as to
influence the judgement in favour of their clients. And the judges need to make private
research on how best to preside over specific cases and deduce appropriate judgement
and sentences.

The small libraries in the chambers of justices cannot adequately satisfy their

needs but provide first hand information, therefore the importance of the two distinct
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libraries cannot be over-emphasized.. Most librari;s in the courthouse can handlf: ub to
about 3,000-5,000 books or more. |

An archive is attached to tﬁe main library where records of proceedings, films ﬁnd
such other documents are stored for future references.

There is normally a librarian in charge and assisted by up to three or more

assistants.

*3.1.8 The Courtrooms

The courtroom is the sefting for the admini.;;lration of justice under the law and as
~ such it is the heart of the courthouse. The activities taking_-plgcc within the courtroom
diclalcs.a specific type of arrangement and the size of space required. The presiding
judgé who is an impartial arbiter is placed on a podium in front of the court facing all
occupants of the courtroom. The barristers, sqlicilors and counsels are placed in the well
of the court facing the pl;esiding judge. Litiéants_arell seated behind the benchers. The
- witness box is to the left-hand side of the judge. The press is accommodated by the side
50 as to be able to cover all the activitics. The publics whom ﬁre the silcnt arbitcré are
placed at the rear of the court. - Adequatg circulation space within the courlroom is
nccessary for movement of witnesses and litigants for cross-cxaminations during

hearings.
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3.2 DIVISIONAL POLICE STATION

The Division Police Station is an organized space or spaces arranged in such a
way as to house the administrative, operational and technical requirements of the police
officers in a division for the sole purpose of maintaining law and order as well as

safeguarding the lives and properties of people within their jurisdiction. The Divisional



Police station is headed by the Divisional Police Officer who is under the Police

Commissioner of the state. -

3.2.1 Functions of the Divisional Police Station .

A divisional police station is a contact point for bol_l:; the policeman and members
of the public. The policeman goes there either for normal official duty or to report or
enquire about incidences. Wh_i_le the members of the public-go to the police station for
either of the following: |

(i) To report a case or as arrested persons.
(i)  To seek for police assistance or guidance.
(iii})  On business.

People that visit the police station to report any crime or to lay any comphint go
1o the charge room, where they lodge their complaints in the form of a stalement, which
is normally recorded in written form. The charge room in this case may be the only roo.m.
lhé)-z have to enter in‘thc build‘i'ng. Members of the public also.visit the police station in
scarch of assistance, guidance or protection. For examplc, missing pérsons sceking for
direction, peoplc needing police escort and so on. Such peoplle report Lo either the
receptionist (during the office hours) or to the charge room for direction to appropriale |
channel. |

People thaf visit the police station for business purposes include contraictors,
rescarch fellows, mass media reporters and so on.. These pcople normally deal with the

senior officers, e.g. they either go 'directly to the officets concerned or are directed by the

receptionist.
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3.2.2  Structure and Personnel

The divisional police station is headed by the divisional police officer, assisted by
the divisional crime officer and other senior officers in charge of the various departments
such as administration, finance, communication, operation and investigation.

There exist about five identifiable categories of policemen within the divisional

police station, which are:

THE BEAT POLICE. These are the commonest types of police in contact with the
public. They constitute about fifty per cent of the police population. Most of these are
within the ranks of constable to corporal. Their prime duty is the preservance of public

peace and orderliness and crime prevention.

TRAFFIC POLICE. These are primarily concerned with the control of vehicular traffic,

arrest of traffic vielators and attendance to traffic mishaps.

THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS. Also known as ll1e‘ State Security Service (SSS)
men. They are the members of the Criminal Investigation Department (CID). Members
of the public do not conspicuously identify them because they wear plain clothes. They
operate as secret agents, They are responsible for the investigation of all criminal

misconducts and give testimony to the court during trial proceedings.
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MOBILE POLICE. These are the special unit that are trained specifically to control
public uprising and clashes. They are combatants always on the alert for call signal and
orders.

Women police. These are normally employed for juvenile matters, clerical duties in the

offices, traffic control, arrest of women and their treatments,

3.23 Procedure for Arrest

People arrested by the police are first of all taken to the charge room. At the
counter of the charge room, the arrested person’s personal records will be entered into the
charge book. These include all items of personal identification. The offence and the
place and time of committing the crime are also entered.

Having made such entries, the arrested person is then searched, any thing found
on him is recorded in a form which he signs, and the confiscated properties are kept in the
prisoners property store. If the offence is bailable, the person is asked to give details of
who will bail him. Then the necessary procedures are completed and the trustee will be
told when to tender the suspect to court for trial.

II' the arrested person has not been bailed, he is taken to the finger prints table
where his finger prints are taken, from which he is taken to cell for detention.

The prints are further sent to the fingerprint records and the police officer
prepares a criminal offence report, which are made available to the records. The criminal
investigator(s) assigned to the case investigates and prepares brief of First Information
Report within 24 hours from the time of arrest. The arrested person is then taken to court

the next day or within 48 hours. The court may hear the case and subject to duration of



the tnal the person may be discharged and acquitted or sentenced, but may be bailed or
otherwise will remain in police custody and remanded in the detention cell for the
duration of the trial.
3.3  DETENTION CENTRE

The detention centre is an integrated arrangement uf‘ spaces for accommodation in
form of cells and other support facilities that will cater for suspects that are remanded
under police custody for the duration of their trial in the court of law, The maximum
awaiting trial period as specified by the constitution is eight months, which is for
complicated cases with suspects under custody. The detention centre should have
support facilities for medical, as well as recreation to facilitate a humane period of

awaiting trial, since the suspects are not found guilty by the court of law.

3.3.1 Detention

Arrest and detention are words used interchangeably as if they mean one and the
same thing. While both have a common denominator of deprivation of liberty, they
nevertheless differ.  An arrest involves a restriction on the movement of a person and a
deprivation of his liberty. Similarly detention involves a restraint on the movement of a
person. However, detention is technically an imprisonment. Section 32 subsection | of
the constitution provides examples of instances where a person may be arrested and
detained. They are:
(1) For the purpose of bringing him before a court in execution of the order of a court

or upon reasonable suspicion of his having committed criminal offence, or to such
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exlent as may be reasﬁﬁﬁbly necessary to prm‘fenl 'Iini's corhmitting a crimihal
offence. | o

(i) By reason of his failure to comply the order of a court or in order to securc
fulfillment of any obligation upon him by law.

(iii}  In execution of sentence or order of a court in respect of a criminal offence of
which he has been found guilty. I
However, the constitution docs not approve of any arrest or detention unless by a

procedure permitted by law. A jﬁstice signing a remand in his private room does not act

judicially when doing so and thérefore police officers acting Iun'der the warrant are not in
accordance Wwith a procedure permiﬁed by law. A justice cannot issu.e a remand unless
when proceedings are pending before a court presided over by a magistrate or judge

ordering the reward.

.3.3.2 Procedure for Detentioﬁ
| When a person is arrested, and not rcleased, he should be taken to the police
station immediately where he should be detained. Scction 9 of the .Crimin_al Procedure
Act. or Section 40 of the Criminal Proccdure Code provides' that any person who is
arrested with or without a warrant shall be taken with all reasonable dispatch to a police
‘station.. ..
Upon the first appearance in court the presiding judge orders for remand in
cuétody of the suspect to mark the beginning of detention. And any such person while in
custody shall be given reasonable facilities for obtaining legal advice, taking steps to

furnish bail, and otherwise making arrangements for his defense or release.



3.3.3  Impact of Constitution on Detention

The 1979 Federal Constitution by entrenching the fundamental human rights
provisions, particularly, the rights to personal liberty, has affected police practice in areas
of not only arrest but also in the detention and investigation of cases.

Section 32 subsection 4 gives the person arrested or detained the right to be
brought before a court of law within a reasonable time (that is one day where there is a
court of competent jurisdiction within 40 kilometer radius, two days or any other period
as the court may consider reasonable in any other case. ‘And (a) to be tried within a
period of two months from the date of his arrest or detention; (b) after three months from
the date of his arrest or detention to be released either conditionally or upon reasonable
condition for appearance for his trial.

Section 32 subsection 6 further states that any person who is unlawfully arrested
or detained shall be entitled to compensation and public apology from the appropriate

authority or person.

3.3.4 Rights of the Detained to Dignity

Section 31 of the Federal constitution provides that every individual is entitled to
respect for the dignity of his person. And no person shall be subjected to torture or to
inhuman or degrading treatment. No person shall be held in slavery or servitude and no
person shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour.

Thus, people under police custody are entitled to the following rights:

(i) Free accommodation and feeding by the police.
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333 Impact of Constitution on Detention
The 1979 Federai Constitution by entrenchirﬁg. the fundamental human rights
provisions, particularly, the rights to personal liberty, has affected police practice in areas
of not only arrest but also in the detenti.on and investigatioh .of cases. | -
Section 32 subsection 4 gives the person arrested or dela.ined the right to be
br;)nght before a couﬁ of law w1thm a reasonable timé (that'lis -one day whére there is a
court ol competent jurisdiction within 40 kilometer radius, two days or any other period
- as the court may consider reasonable in any other case. .And {(a) to be tried within a
period of two months from the date of his arrest or detention; (b) after three months _from
the date of his arrest or detention to be released cither conditionally or upon reﬁsonable o
| condition for appearance for his trial. | | g
Section 32 subscction 6 {urther states that any person who is unlawfull? arl'estéd

or detained shall be entitled to compensation and public apology from the appropriate

authority or person.

3.3.4 Rights of the Detained t(i Dignity
Sectioﬁ 31 of the Féderal constitution provides that every individual is entitled to
respect for the dignity of his person. And no person shall be subjected to torture or to
inhuman or degrading treatment. No person shall be held i slavery or servitude and no
person shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour.
Thus, people under police ;:ustody are entitled 1o the following rights:

(i)  Free accommodation and feeding by the police.
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(if).  Rights of discussion in privacy with their lawyers.
(iii)  Rights of being visited by relatives, when it has no effect on the course of justice.
(iv}  Should not be kept in custody for any longer than 24 hours without being sent to

the court for the first hearing,






CHAPTER FOUR A
| o CASE STUDIES
41 THE HIGH COURT OF NIGERIA, LAGOS
4.1.1 Background lnformation'
The High Court of Nigeria, Lagos is located on Lagos Island between Catholic
Mission Street and Igbosere Street. The main public entrance is on Catholic Mission
Street and opposite it, is the Remembrance Arcacie (cenétaph) and further down Tafawa

Balewa Square.

4.1.2 Design/Planning | ' .
The High Court Lagos consists o.f two main buildings Generally,.divided _into a publié
wing and a private wing. | | |

The public wing houses the courtrooms (2). Justice’s Retiring and Robing
Rooms, The Library and the Accounts Department. The private wing consists of the
Justices offices and the Registry / General Administrative Block. A string of offices
between these two buildings the Litigation Department. .

The courthouse consists of two courlrooms, A printing room, A repfoduction

-

room, Justices Chambers and administrative offices.

4.1.3 Circulation / Scrvices
Credit may be given to efforts at preventing a cross circulation between vehicles
and pedestrians and also the location of services yard and main entrance directly leads to

a slaircase. For vertical circulation to other floor levels.
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Pedestrian Aéccss from fhe car porch leads into the entrance lobby at a fairly High
level above normal grade. This lead to a stair which takes one to the lobby of other floors
and subsequently corridor of courtroom.

~ There is no separation of users in the court. Basica‘lly, although the public come
in from the Catholic Mission Street and _the justices from Igboserc Road. There is
nothing stopping the public from mixing with Justices within the complex. A long
exposed corridor leads from the office wing to the cdﬁﬂroom. There is no prisoner

holding room and prisoners are taken into court through either the public or staff corridor,

4.1.4 Appraisal

The High Court at Lagos seems to be a complex of Buildings used as a
courthouse instead of a purpose designed court building.

It is located on very noisy and busy streets. This noise is carried to the courtroom
wﬁ{ch is diﬁﬁdvantag;: to the c;)ilrt' prooce(ii;lg operatioﬁ. “

There is lack of effecliv;: and distinct differentiation of puBlicl staft ana justices
and prisoners circulation battern in the Design of Entire Layout. “ -

The simplicity of the project and the buildings relative small proportions, do
prevent the adopted solution from having the. traits .of moﬁumcntality, dignity, and
mobility called for in the design of courthouse.

The major disadvantage of the plan is the distances the justice have o traverse in-
getling to either the main courtroom 61' the smaller courtroom.

The courtrooms are Artificially ventilated and due to the nature of our power

supply, the courtrooms are uninhabitable when power is off and court sittings are held in
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the corridor. The cﬁuﬂmomé are quité small, the offices afe also overcrowded although
an Extension is being built.

There is no. prisﬁner holding room for prisoners. And prisoners are taken into
courtroom through either the public. or staff corridor whi-ch is not appropriate for the

efficient and effective court proceeding and for the safety of public.

CASE STUDY I
4.2 COURT OF APPEAL, KADUNA
4.2.1 Background Information
The court of Appcal Kaduna is located along Ali Akilu Road, Kaduna. Adjoining
the court of Appeal is the Federal High Court Kaduna. The court of Appeal is a division
headed by a presiding judge incharge of twelve stﬁtcs. Thl: building was commissioned
on 23" February 1999 by the chief justice'of the Federation, Honourable Jutice A. Uwais.
The simplicity of the .c'c;.urt ‘and ils symmetrical compositioﬁ ;:omméirld the
confidence, stability and integrity of the court designed. The courts in any judicial
sysleni to win the confidence and respect of the citizens. The court must dispense justice
with utmost honesty, sincercly and without fear of {avour as such justice most be done in

fact and in appearance,

4.2.2. Design/ Planning
The design of the court is made up of two sections; Administration (Ground
Floor} and Judicial (First Floor). The design concept was basically symmetrical. The

Administration is headed by the Deputy Registrar and Assisled by Administrative officer.
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On the Ground Floor aré the fo]lowing facilities: Administrative General Offices,
Accounts, General Library, Litigation, Archives, Litigation Department. :

The second floor comprises of two courtrooms, chiamber of the presiding jus.lilcc,
chambers of other justices and justices library. The court of Appcal design and planning

is highly commendable and Aesthetically, symmetrically balance. There is separation of

circulation patterns from the public and the judges.- -

4.2.3 Circulation / Services -

The circulation pattern was designed 10 Avoid cross circulation between vehicular
and pedestrians adjacent to running parallel to those of vchiclcs.l

The main entrance from the cntrance porch opens into Ground Floor Reception
which in turn leads to corridor via open court yéar. The segregation of the public
entrance from justices entrances. There is two staircases that serves the two floor
(Administrative seétion and .First F_loor Judiciary) .cénsiderablc segrcéation of public
facilities on the ground floor and judiciary justice facilities on the first ﬂoor_wilhjustices
chambers and well defined justicé walkway to the two c‘:ou.r;robms. | Provision has been
made for segregation of public parking spaces and executive justiccs:’staﬁ"sl parking

space,

4.3.4. Merits
- The court location is right next to the federal high court for ease of lmnéportation

-

and commnunication.
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~ -+ The separation of circulation movement patterns from the public and the judges
{public front) (judges side).

. The considerable separation of departments arc commendable (i.c. Administrative
section Ground Floor and Judicial on First Floor.

- The provided three staircases are good for escape in emergency cases.

4.3.5 Demerits
- No cell or custody provisions.
- ° Narrow corridor.

- Two courtrooms makes judges take sitling turns which inturn delay cases.

| CASE STUDY II1
4.3 KADUNA CONVICT PRISION, KADUNA.
4.3.1 DBackground Informati,on. .

The Kaduna Convict Prison was commissioned in 1915 during the Northern
prbiectoraté Adminislratioﬁ ’ under the | English éolonia‘! Regime, after Nigeria
. independence (1960). The administration of prison was handed over to the Nigeria

Prison Services. The Kaduna Convict Prison is located at No.26 independence way

Kaduna sited within the central district of Kaduna North Local Government.
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432 Design/Planning

The Kaduna Convict Prison does not have any particular design/planning concept
. as all the prison facilities are not strategically planned. The Prison has the following
facilities: Laboratory, cell blocks, warden office, isolation cells, condemned prisoners

cells, Hanging Gallows and Awaiting trial male and female cells etc.

4.3.3 Construction / Services « .
The prison has a very _r_igid circulation pattern as security is very important in the
prison design, right from the main entrance lead to an open cdurtyard as this the

movement 1s only by an authorized person, the service is very poaor.

4.3.4 Appraisal
- The prison was buill with a solid blocks and iron reinforcement since 1915 which
show the quality of construction and material used.
The Kaduna prison i§ over stressed in termﬁ of ity capacily against Iits present

number of convicted inmates and awaiting trail.

CASE STUDY 1V
44 COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS, PAISLEY
4.4.1 DBackground Information
Paisley civic centre was thc subject of a two stage national Architectural
competition and is unpusual in that a town council and a county council have combined to

commission the public facilities provided by police Headquarters (phase 1) Renfrew
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county offices (Phase II), paisley municipal office (Phase II) council suites and
banqueting room (Phase IV). All on one site shariﬁg car parking central boiler plant, and
electricity services. Accommodation is divided into two basic types: specialized building

for public or courthouse and police Headquarter, municipal offices.

BUILDING - POLICE AND SOCIAL SERVICES
LOCATION . PAISLEY EUROPE

CLIENT . PAISLEY GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECT . HUTCHISON, LOCKE AND MONK.

4.4.2 Design and Planning

The design consists 1ﬁainly of a bésemcnt three-storey office space as it was
conslrucled in phases. The Accommeodation divides into two basic types specialised
buildings for public or court use commitied room, courthouse, car parks, social services,
which are designed to suit the individual functions and are expressed accordingly.
4.4.3 Circulation / Scrvices

General office accommodation which has becn arrfmged in long horizontal stab
blocks each containing east and west facing offices on cither side of a spine corridor
which is connected at each IeI:{d to vertical coves of services: This arrangement gives a
horizontal emphasis which is designed to enhance every department has it’s won level
and is connccted. to a core, which will provide convenient inler communication for the .-

staff and clear access for visiting members of the public.
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Provision has been made for the segregation of pedestrians on the ground floor

from the covered parking for 300 cars at lower ground level.

4.4.4 Construction / Finishes - -

The buildings are esscntiall.;y in Reinforced concrctc.b The car park, public
terracing special ground floor ﬁodium and service corc at eaich’ end of the office blocks
are all of in-sits concrete, and the office accomunodation is in precast concrete. There are
five types of structural precast until all interconnected by prestressing or by in-sits
concrete. And three types of cladding units. The literal forces acting on the buildings are
resisted by the in-sits stair towers and central column frames non structural precast
concrete panels ﬁnished in Exposed Rubish law aggregate clad the buildings to all level
car parks are constructed in wide span hallow. Mould flaf concrete slabs which will be

grassed over.

4.4.5 Moerits -t
1. Simple Framed Structure
2. Well defined circulation P. Hern whereby vehicular and pedesirians conflicts is

reduced to minimum.
3. Effective space utilization wilh Aesthetically appealing facades.
4, Easily Accessible, )
5... There is also effective natural highlighting into all th:lc variops spaces allocation

with the use of open two big courtyards designed.

6. Well defined office space with appealing interior decoration finishes.
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4.4.6 Demerits

L There is no nay possible future linear expansion ot extension of facilities.

2. Because of location of the central planning of police patrol car park. There will
be noise poliution.

3. There is no effective ducting system of the toilets. ~

| 4 No provision for defined educative aspects of police awareness such as .library',.

Museum, Exhibition Hall and son on. I

‘5, Inadequate spaces for detainces and court officers. No noticcable fire fighting

and prevention equipment.

6. There is no feasible design concept.
7. Landscaping not possible due to fack of land and the deign / planning of the entire
structure. 4
CASESTUDYV . %

45 POLICE STAT 10N, BASILD&)N NEWTOWN
4.5.1. .Baclcground Information - o

~ The new divisional police station is situated in .the town centre fronting great
oaks. Itis onc.of the several country council building grouped along this district road and
will serve the needs of a newly form police division which has an area of a hundred
squarc milcs and servcé a population of 170,000. It is the first divisional station to be
built in [Zssex since the war. A new courthouse is .program‘mcd to bé bui.ll.t in 1965 on arl

adjeining site to the west of the police station.
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BUILDING -  POLICE STATION

LOCATION ; BASILDON NEWTOWN

CLIENT - ~ COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECT . H.CONDOLLY, CBE., FRIBA

452 DESIGN/PLANNING . .

The planning of the building was influenced largely by the narrowness of the site
which lies between two parallé'l roads. Gréat oaks and broadmayne, the laiter being the
inne.nl' road forming the perimeter of the town centre. Vehicular accéss is restricted to
great oaks from which an underpass through the ground ﬂ:mr of the bi;ilding leads to the
station yard. An emergency exit for vehicles is provided at thc west end of the yard.
There is space for 12 cars in the garage, 20 in the yard and 11 for visiloré in thé froﬁt of h
(he building, .

The ground floor contains the whole of tk.le.sub~dilvisional slaff and includes a..
large lplarade rdorﬁ in which éach Iofﬁ.oer has his own locker and pigeon hole for records.
At t-hc other end of the building-is. the prisoner’s cells will be used in Associz;tion with the
future cout‘lhouée and an underground corridor will connect the two buildings.

The first floor accommodates the divisional headquarters staff with office for
fingerprint and plmtograph‘ic.sc;:tidné. On the .s.econd floor are the canteen, recreation
room and lecture room, together with ofﬁqes for women police, road safely department
and special constables. There arc well équippcd kitchen, sérver}, rééiétcred club bar and

-

a small dining [or police.
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4.5;3 Circﬁlation / Serviéels

The circulation pattern-was dcsigned to avoid cross cii'culation bet\?ccﬁ.vchic.ular
andl pedestrian traffic with thél.- relevant points of entry and departure of pedesirians
adjacent to an running parallel to those of vehicleé. '

There is a Basement Iunl.der 5 Iﬁbrti(')ﬁ. of the building which houscs the boilers and
fucl tanks and police records. A service lift operates between the ground and second
floors mainly for the use of the kitchcn.. | |

| The main entrance from the car porch opens into the first level fobby fthe foyer)
which in turns leads on three risers up to the grou“nd Idbby which scfi'és és Ian entrance
wai'tihg. _ | . |
454 Construction / Finishes | B

The three storcy portion of thc building is coustructed with a concrete in-sits
framework concrele floors and roof. The basement walls are of 9 watér proofeci. co.ncr:cte.
Extémally walls generally are faced with brickwork and on upper floors the spandrels
bcnca_th lhc_windqws are of mosaic tiles. The wholc of the eprscd part of the com;rv.ate
Jﬁ.‘t"m‘]cwolrk.is treated with glamorock, The spandrels to the“second floor projection of the

lecture room are of nuro glass. The cell block having a concrete roof and the garage steel

casteliated beam and stramit decking.

4.5.5 Merits
L. Considerable segregation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

2. Effective space utilization with acsthetically appealing fagade.



3. Provision for future expansion.

4. .  Creation of buffer zone between the administrative block, staff wellare facilitics.
5. Considerable segregation of prisoners entrance and their facilities.
6. There is effective natural lighting into all the various spaces allocation.

4.5.0 DPemerits

L | Location of toilets on ground. {loor is deep into .the Bﬁilding. |
2. Improper location of male and female toilets on the upper floors.
3 There is no feasible design concepr and lack of proper landscaping around the
building. | |

4. Inadequate spaces for the police officers.
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” CHAPTER FIVE
__ * THESIS SITE |

51  GENERAL BACKGROUND OF ABUJA |
In Ociober, 1975, the Federal Capital Dévelopmenl Authority (F.C.D.A) was

established by the Federal DPecree and SubS(;‘quenlly charged with the development of the

new Federal Capital. This was due to _fhe cullminhation of several years of informal
consideration and detailed study by a speclilzii. committeé .clhar.ged with an cxamination of
the relocation of the Federal capital (then in Lagos) to an alternative location.

The commiltee, carried an extensive cxaminaﬁiﬁn of the dual government role in

Lag;os. its suitability as a national capital and an alternative, possible for new capacity

| city elsewhere in the country. .. I

The commitice at the end of their ﬁndings came up with the .followi_ng report:-

i. The city of Lagos is incapable of functioning as a federal cﬁlpitai .as-.\.ﬁ'r.(.ell a.s z;stéle .'
ﬁapital, ﬁs a result inadequate land space for future dcvelopmcnf typical (rom dual
function as statc and Kederal Capital City. o

il. That Lagos is known With a predominant cthnic group. A new capitlal in a more N
central locatioq would provide equal access to Nigcria’s great diversity of cultural |
groups. - | | |

. A new capital city is desirable, that will be acccssibie, secured, centrally ne&tral,
ethnically balance, comfoﬁaﬁle ﬁnd_hcalthful to all. And have enough tand and

natural resources to provide a suitable base for urban development.
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In accepting the committee report, the goverﬁmént accepted that, “a centmlly..
l.océted.‘ﬁl:.deral capital in a si)aciou§ are with casy access to all parts of the Federation
would be an asset to the nation and would in generating a new sense of national unity”. .

:'fhroﬁgﬁ the “federal capital decree of 1976 (he government put into motion one
of the nation’s uwst__important decision since independence in 1960. The commitment
has been accélératéd for the comprehensive playing and development of what is
considered to be one of Africa's grealest capital and one of the world’s gr‘ealt new city
designed with a modern taste. | | | -

Today, Abuja is a reality with a proper program being administered by the Federal

Capital Authority.

_ .S.f - THE ABUJA MASTER PLAN AND ITS CONCEPT
” ln December, 1975, the International Planning Association (IPA) Virginia, United
States of Ainerica, with guidelines, and survey materials from .F.C.B.‘.AI and services of
. -Specia] panels, the technical par_lell and international review pqnel; produced a master plan
(including a regional plan), that was approved by the Federal Govcrnmen-t... :Thc méstci‘
plan is to serve as comprehensive and long term guide for the development of the qapital
CIritory.
| The‘conéept of the master plan was to cnsure that, development within the new
ﬁ:dcral capital territory would be systematically organised in order 1o avoid the chaos
.’associated with the unplanned major cities of Nigeria. 1t is designated to provide long

term guidance for the orderly implementation of the new capital city. The master

planning of Abuja led to the definition of the basic organizatignal siructure of the city.
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The organisation is based on that of centrally oriented city plan structures with emphasis
on the location of the Federal Government. Sector centres straddling the bus way
corridors. providing high accessibility of residential districts of 40,000 to 60,000 people
focused on a hierarchy of commercial cnmniunity and utility services.

The master plan is described as a document that prescribes the pattern control of
land uses, future construction and modification of facilities and modes of physical
development that would be embarked upon in building the city.

The regional development plan for the territory is mean to cover and coordinate
land use transportation, infrastructure, housing, services, economic and other factors; in a
manner which recognizes both their interrelationship. The master plan has been prepared
for all the area councils and satellite towns to secure .controlled development and
facilities and the provision of infrastructure. It also spelt out different phases of the city
development. The master plan however recommended four-phase development of the

New Capital City, with a target population of 3.1 million inhabitants.

-

h
w

. THE ANALYSIS OF PHYSICAL FEATURES OF ABUJA GEOGRAPHY
The Federal Capital Territory is situated in the geographical centre of the nation.
[t lies between latitude 250N to 9020°N and longitude 6045 East of the primed meridian.
It is bounded in the west by Niger State, north by Kaduna State, south by Kogi State and
cast by Nassarawa State. The capital city occupied a total area of 8,000 square
kilometers representing about 0.8% of Nigeria land mass.

The Federal Capital Territory lies just above the hot and humid low land of the

Niger/Benue, Though below dried part of the country lying to the north. The Federal
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Capitél Tercitory also lies just north of the alluvial plain formed by the NigerfBenué
confluence. | o - |

The. pl.sitfotm, which i5s the continuation of tﬁe plateau, cxtendsl well into llie
middle of the territory. Investigation revealed that the north of the Gwagwa plain are
situated the Zuma, Bwari, and Aso Hills, while to the west.is the Abuja Hills, in the east
the Kam-Agwa hills and in the south .the Zango Kuku hill. | |

- Also present ;n*e four ;ﬁaj-or riveré, which flow southward into the .Nigerchnue

through or adjacent to the Federal Capital Territory (FCT). The .Gurara River flows

_ through the territofy .albhg its- ﬁvéstern edge. Its watershed drains most of the territory
into the Niger.

Within lhfs general geographical centre, the FCT itself consists of tilicd plaing
rising 300 feet in the southwestern corner, to over 2000 feet at the northern cdmer..
Rising out of these tilted plaiﬁé afe nuMmerous rocky knots and inselbergs and several
'rax_l_ges ol low mountqins.

54 POPULATION OF ABUJA

The Federal Capital Territory was planned to. Ia maxinwum population of 3.1
million people according lo the Abuja master plan. After which further papulation
growth will be accommodated among satcllite towns. However, the new capital city
| Basicallyl serve as an administrative centre, and not typical of developing broad economic
base characterisiics of other cities. As it will have limited quantity of light industries, '.

agricultural research and development and housing activities to provide a city building



industry to enhance social ﬂi{fersity and to makc available support facilities related to
unique capital city requirements.

But the 1991 census estimated Abuja population to be 302,600. However, since
then there has been several developments which have led to rapid increase in population
due to the mass movement of government establishments from Lagos to Abyja, the new
Federal Capital Territory.

'Abuja, as a capital city, is divided into six arca councils. Thesc area councils

consist of many districts. The area councils are namely:
(ij ; Abuja Municiﬁal Area Council
(ii) Kuje Area Council
(iii}  Abaji Area Council
(iv)  Gwagwalada Arca Council
(v) | Bm‘aﬁ Area Council
(vi)  Karshi Area Council

~ Abuja, the new capital territory, was prcdorll;inantly Gwari cthnic group, whom
were displaced and subsequeqlly rescttled in the periphery of the city. Hence, the status
of i-\buja is for all Ni.gerians ulilhout any Icthnic consideration. ‘Some of thc' rescttlcmenf

camps include the Garki village, Kubwa, kwakwaba and Ushafa resettlement schemes.

5.5 SITE LOCATION AND SIZE
The thesis site is located within the Abuja central district along Shehu Shagari
Way off Third Avenue, Plot Number 710. The sitc was allocated for the Federal High

Court as contained in the Abuja land use master plan. There is reasonable proximity to
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the three arms zone and the Federal Governiment secrctariat, which i1s good for effective

monitoring of the justice dispehsation. The size of the site is 150,000 m®

56 PHYSICAL FEATURES

These are natural components of the general Abuja environ that influence
adaptability and human habitation. While some ol these features are ideal in their natural
forms, some are found to be highly unfavourable in their natural cxislence.

A detailed study of these features is carried oul as follows:

| 5.6.:.I Tupugraphyl
| The general relief of Nigeria is divided into the high plateau and the low lands.
The Federal Capital City site, which is situated along the Gwagwa plains, is bounded by
the Abuja Hills 1o the west, the Zuma-Bwari-Aso Hills to the north, the Kanu-Agwat
Hills to (he cast and the Zono-Kuku Hills to the south. The Gwagwa plains rise from an
clevation of 305 meters in the west to 610 meters in the east,

Topographically, the arca is lypified by genlle undulating terrain, interlaced by
riverine depressions. The centraI and southern areas consist of the uplands and plains
wili*a NUINCIOUus inscllbcrgs andl oiiler rocky outgrows of various sizes. lnlsclbergs and
other granile clusters occupy about 80% of the total plan areas.

ol Gealopy
There are basically three different major types of rocks under-laying the Federal

Capital City sites. These are described as follows:
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The construction of an urban complex of the size being planned along the
Gwagwa plains will cause increase in strcam changes, as runoff is increased in both
magnitude and velocity by the construction of roads, building and channelization.
Removal of natural ground cover and creations of essentialty impervious built areas
increase volume and rate of storm water runoff from urbanizing arcas.

it would be expecied that dcvclopment of the new city will increase flow and
could lead to local flooding aﬁ'd crosion problems if ad.equs“nte' dcsign prov-isiolns in the

city plan arc not made.

564 Soil

The soils thdcf])fiﬂg the capital city site are derived from gneiss and migmatite.
They are generally better than in other parts of the Gwagwa plains, in that they are deep
and well drained. Their suitability for developed fand uses varies with depth, occurrence

of iron pan, texture, erudite, runoff potential and drainage.

P

The soils are the deepest and least rocky of the soilsrdéve[op.cd on the basement
complex. They have been divided into ten complexes on the basis of parent material and
fexture:

(1) Soils of the hill complex and the rocky complex occur on the rock oulgrow,.
inselbergs and escapements of the capital city site. They .ar'e very shallow and
well draincd.

(ii) - Shallow soils of Gumi, Gui and Panda complexes underline the hills to the cast of

the city, the Zuma-Bwari-Aso hills.and to the wel of the city in areas adjacent 1o

84



the Aﬁuja hills.. Thle.s'o'illsﬂ are imperfectly drained with moderate runoff potemials “

and erodibility. -
(iii)  Soils of the Takwa, Age.da., Wuse, Takwasher_a- and Kwali complexes undc‘:rline. |

the majority of the capital city site. The soils are deep and generally well drained

having low to moderate ¢rodibility and runoff potential.

5.0.5 Vegetation 3
~ Therc are two vegelalion belts in Nigeria, which are, namely:
)] i. The forest belt which consists of salt;watcr S.k;'an;lp, fresh water swamp and the
high forest.
(i)  The savanna beit, whigh consists of Guinca savzinna, Sudan séwénﬁa and Sahel
savanna.

The vegetation of the capital city is -i:har;clct(:'lk‘izcd by zpark. savanna. Riverine
depressions are tfpiﬁally skirted by fringes of thickets and high trecs, spjn__all.er areas _of
riverine fores, rainforest and savanna woodlands, occur along streams aﬁd- steeper. areas
not recently us-cd for agricultﬁre'. Where land has been cultivated recently, a shrub

LI

savanna occurs.

5.7 CLIMATIC CONDITION

A comfortable living environimeﬁt will depend upen maximizing the aspect of the
environment which reduce heat and the effect of humidity, and protection from rain and
dust. Planning with climate is very esséritia} at all levels. Four climatic scasons are

o

noticeablc in Abuja, which are: : _' o o
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: (a} Dry seaSon from November to February

(b)  Hot season from March to Aprif o .

(¢}  Rainy sca#on from Aprjl to October -

@) Stormy season from May to June (see charts).
However, climatic .féctor:s' 'té be considered are:

(i)  Temperature — maximum and minimum average values.

(i)  Humidity — wiﬂ1 refere.nce':.to climatic seasons of FCT,

(i)  Rainfall - maximum and minimum values to be considered.

(iv)  Wind -~ Dust particles and Qeioéity, - |

(v) Sun and cloud cover,

5.7.1 Temperature
The Federal Capital Territory records its maximum mean temperaturc of 350C

during the dry season when there is few or no cloud cover. A temperature change of

b -

about 170C has been recorded between the highest and the lowest fembcratur;: in a single
cia&. D.uri.ng the dry seaéan, relative humidity falls in the afternoon to as low as 20%.
This low humidity coupled with the high aftermoon temperatures account for the
desiccating effects of the dry season. , | )

During the rainy season, n}aximum témﬁcrﬁturc ténds fm be lo.wcr dué to the dense
cloud cover. The minimuni n';eaIn temperaturc of 180C is cxi}crienced during the dry

season between Decembes/January. Abuja is generally said to be hot and humid yéhr

round (sec Fig. ).
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5.7.2 Humidity

Relative humidity reaches maximum of 90% during the rainy ééason. This is
usualhlly arouﬁd June and August, while the minimum of 23% is recorded during the dry
season between December and Januvary. Humidity condition in Abuja is usually higher

during the early hours of the day (see Fig. ).

- 5.7.3 Rainfall

The wet scasan normally bcgins between April to Ociqbcr. The rain is proceeded
by violcnt_ thundérstoﬁns, .whi'(.:h ‘cause rise in temperature tol 320C and subscquently
cause damage to properties. The rains are nornlaUy short-lived after two to three hours of
continuous down pour and proceecled’ with li.ght drizzie .wh.i.ch' som.etinics.last.s for scverlal.
hours.

The average annual rainfall is about 12,500‘miliimcters. Thf: rainjr season reaches
its pcak period in August. The high concentration of rainfall thcrefo;‘e calls for proper
drainage system to handle the large volume of waer. Thcrc.is the need for adéquatc wind

protection elements such as parapet and proper protection of roof cave with consideration

to the slope of the roof.

574 Wind

There are two air masses that dominate the climate of Abuja. These are the
trobical maritime air masses and the tropical continental air mass. The tropical maritime
is Qvamn moist and usually blows acroés thé city from southwest direction; while the

northeast trade wind is dry and dusty, usually developed over the Sahara desert and biow
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in oppositc. direction of the southwest trade wind. It usually reduces visibility and is
chilly.

The movement of these air masses determines the seasonal characteristics of the
weather conditions of the Federal Capital Terri‘tory. "}:he tropical maritime, which
developed over the Atlantic Ocean, is moisturc-laden and ~warm, hence brings along
rainfal] during the rainy scason, while the tropical continental air mass is associated with
the dry scason. The predominant air masses in Abuja are the tropical contincntal and
tropical marilime air masses. Hence, proper aricntation of buildings is necessary for

effective ventilation {see Fig. ).

5.7.5 Sunand Cleud Cover

Generally, the amount of sunshine in Nigeria tends ~m increase further north from
the coastal region. The amount of sunshinelhours range from a minimum of 1,300 hours
to 3,200 hours. Abuja is however exposcd to about 2,500 sunshine hours annually, The
greatest period of sunshine falls within the dry season months between November-April,
which corresponds to the months with iess cloud cover. As the rainy season approaches,
the cloud cover tends to increase, and the decli_nc m sunshine hours becomes more
intense as the rainy season propresses and rcaches iis lowest values in the month of
August. As a result of the cioud cover, a maximum of 8 to 10 hours of sunshine in

“

Aupust.
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5.8 CRITERIA OF SITE SELECTION
”_I‘hg_ site for the law complex has alrcady becn'selectc.d-,. which is located.;on Plot

710 Shéhu Shagari Way off Third AVenﬁé situated at the Abuja Central District. In

selecting the site for the law complex, the following crileria were considered based upon

the following reasons: -

(i) Péoximity to the seat of the Federal Government, which comprise tl';e llﬁce arms
zone and the Fedérél .Govemment.. Secretariat for effective monitoring of rapid
dispensation of justice. The site is connccted to thes‘e establishiments with suitable
communication and road nétﬁoi‘k. | N |

(i)’ The centrality of the.siie to the city layouf.for case of accessibility from diffcreﬁt
. _ T _

(iii)  Availability of the site,

The site for the thesis design project; after sel'ieé df ﬁnﬁlysis chécked against the
above criteria, was found suitable for the proposed design task, The site layout _is
150,000 m?, bounded on two sides by major vehieular roads. The sité slopes hortﬁwards
with a differ?:ncc of about three mcters, which makes it suitable for basement

construction in order to achicve maximum utilization of space.

T

5.8.1 Site Analysis
Based upon my visit to the site in the course of this research, the site is found to
be free from any form of structure and is prescntly unfenced. On careful study, the

following observations are made:
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The site slopes northwards as such would be utilized for proper drainage of runoff
water. And steps and ramps would be used to provide ease of movement.

The soil type is firm for effective structural stability of the foundation.

.Vegetation cover is a light shrub with little or no trces present, Therefore

landscape elements and green arca would be introduced to enhance the natural

beauty of the site.

~ The sun glare would be tackled by minimizing bard surfaces and introducing sun

shading devices (where necessary).

The source of noise would be froml the two sidés that are bounded by major road
networks. As sucli bufter zonesl would be created, so as to minimize noise
incursion into the complex. :

Waste disposal would be collected in chambers and linked to the central sewage

system for disposal.

Site Constraints - )

The major constraint in the site is the non-availability of space for future

expansion. This is because the site is originally intended for a High Court, but with the

integration of the police department and the detention centre, the site would be fully

developed for maximum functionality of all the departments (court, police department

and the detention cenire).
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CHAPTER SIX
DESIGN PROPOSAL
6.1 ORGANISATION AND OPERATION OF THE LAW COMPLEX

The law complex is a building configuration that supports all procedures of
maintaining law and order and primarily caters for a speedy dispensation of justice. It
consists of a High Court that has full jurisdiction for handling civil and criminal cases.
To ensure an effective and speedy dispensation of justice, the court is supported (in
relative functions) by a divisional police station and a detention centre.

The divisional police station houses law enforcement officers of the Nigeria
Police Force, who are constitutionally empowered to detect, investigate and above all
prevent the occurrence of any act of lawlessness and crime. Upon apprehension of any
violator of law, the suspect is charged and arraigned before the court of law and
subsequently reprimanded in the detention centre under custody for the time duration of
the trial. Thus, the court serves the purpose of being the nerve centre or focus of all
activities related to the law complex.

The design and viability of the law complex is assessed based upon the cost
implications, site constraints, intended use and a befitting architecture form of expression.
The building structure must be an embodiment of the principles and guidelines that
constitute the whole functions of the complex. The building must have a strong character
that will further enhance and portray justice in a better architectural point of view, as
justice must be seen to be carried out in fact and in appearance, as remarked by Dr. W.B,
Qurix (1987), who indicated that “the physiognomy of a building is an indicator of its

functions.”
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The user requirements in the complex ﬁry' from unit to unit, but generally must
comprise of the following: S .

(1} Administrativc office spaces, which will l;wk;: .up th"é Qarious departments in each
l,;l"l.'l.t. .. | |

(1) Conference facilities, librz;ries and halls.

(ii1) .Support and auxiliary facilities such as maintenance apd security.

(iv}y  Social facilities such as restaurants and lounges. |

(v) Services sﬁch as electricity, water supply, communication_lincs, drainage and car

parking spaces. - o a
(vi) Rclc;vant supportive facilities for the detention centre such as plinic, television

rooms, aoqpmmodation and outdoor recreation facilities.

Personncl | and staffing _whose number and disppsition depends on brief
requirements, However, the hicrmchy of staff ranges fron1 top executive, éenidf dowﬁl to -
junior staff. o o | |

Flow of activity is same as is found in office buildings but cmphasis is givenlto
particular design requirements which inclﬁde .security' ahd good zoning of activitics.

Planning and design must enhance _circukluion within each unit and conveniently
link up with other units and proper space coordination. '- |
62. FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS

| The functional requirellne.ms of the law complex coﬁlprise of the i.ndividual
requirements of the three units that function indcplendént bf cach other but are interrelated

on a general configuration.



The requirements are a set of objectives and guidelines that must be adhered in
order to achieve a desired and functional space arrangement that will best conform and
effectively support the operational aims and objectives of the various units.

The functional requirements of each separate unit are highlighted as follows:

6.2.1 Functional Requirements of a Courthouse

(i) Separation of the two rﬁajor functions which are administration and judiciary in a
manner that will prevent obstruction due to their varying forms of activities, but
will provide a suitable link.

(ii)  Separation of circulation spaces from the judges, public, litigants and the suspects
for security reasons.

(iiiy  Private libraries for justices, solicitors library and a general law library due to the
daily need of research that is being conducted. .

(iv)  Sufficient records room.

(v) Sufficient courtrooms. for effective dispensation of justice.

(vi)  Functional courtrooms based on lighting, ventilation and seating arrangement.

(vii)  Office spaces for general administration.

6.2.2 Functional Requirements of a Police Station (Divisional)
(i) Administrative office spaces

(i1) Records room

(iii)  Holding rooms or Iock-_up

(iv)  Communication spaces
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(v). Armory, with.maximuﬁ security and workshﬁp

.. (vi)  Lounges for relaxation due to physical nature of work
6.2.3 l.i‘uné.ﬁénal Requirements of a Detention Centre

(1) Accommodation cells, with spaces to cater for not more tﬁan two occupahts
(i1) Detaineeé" auxiliary facilities such as library and outdoor spaces for recreation
(iii) Provisiqn of a dispensary or clinic | o
(iv) Guar.d.rdc.).ms fdr ob'nstant surveillance and éccurity —
(v)  Visitors’ waiting room'. .

(vi) A perimeter fence round the detention centre

6.3 DESIIGN CRITERIA

| Upen pathering information on the _i'unctional requirements of the three ﬁnits lhaf
o mz;kc up the law complex, a general sét .of standards i.s made upon certain requirements
that apply to all the units. Thus, the design proposal is made in cognizance of these

highlighted requirements as follows:

6.3.1 Access

Due to multiplicity function of the complex, ther_e should be segregated means of
_ accessibility into the complex based upon the users and ihe pt.lr.po.é,e of visit. .
| | There should be a centralized general entrance which should be celebrated, bold
and imposing that will depict the naturc of the building as a la\.v. corr;plex, which will

provide direct access to the control o enquiry and subsequently lead 1o the stairs or lifts.
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Siée or staff cn.t;rr;mcc that wili pl-";(')'vidc direct accessibility into the different units
without having to pass from one o the other, so as to prevent congestion at the main
enlrance. o

The desirability of facilitating access to all bunldmgs for disabled persons has
been made publicly emphasized and many road accident and criminal assault victims as
well as chronically disabled require special attention. Provision of sloping kerbs at
entrances and doors of adequate width as well as léft.s.to .accom.modate'wheclcl'aair should

be made. . P

6.3.2 Circulation

Multiple circulation systems are néeded in the com_.plcx.. Séparz;ic syStemS .of
coi'rliddrs. lobbies. and elevators. link up to several functions for the public, suspecls and
lor _]usuccs, officers of the police force and the general stafT. Considcrations. .c.;f
convenience, security and effi cnency. require that segregated circulation arcas be
provided. However, there are two systems of circulation, which are:
(a)l Vertical circulation system . |

The vertical clrculatmn system is employcd where there is constraint l.n land and
vertical dcvelopmcnt is opted for as a solution. The vertlcal circulation system is a means
whercby clements such as Iiﬁs_, staircases and ramps are used to connect one floor to
another on a different level or height. 3 |

Two separate lifls would be adequatcly used for thc wmplex to access the
topmost floor which accommodates the chief judgc and other top ofﬁccrs, selected based

upon hicrarchy of official positions. The lifts connect the justice’s chambers, as well as
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the courtrooms on the courtside. Whilé if conlﬁects to tﬂe offices of the division police
officer (DPO), his assistant, the divisional crime officer (DCO) and other important
senior police officers on the police wing of the complex. R |

For ac.cessibilily from floor to floor a series of staircases are provided for prompt
connection, where the lifl is far off and to reduce congestion in the lifts. | |

The dctaiﬁeeé acdess ﬁie “courtrooms through segregated staircases for secprity
and convenience. The funptions that attract high number of adminislrﬁtivc uscfs, ﬁr that
is most frequented by visitors..are positioned at the ground level to prevent congestion at

‘the lifts or the staircases.

(b) Horizontal circulation system

This method of circulatidn system 'fj.r.ovic'lés accessibility means from one
functional space to another on the same level ot height. The horizontal system provides
mééns of movement tluough ]i;lbbles and COl'I'lleS | o |

- Each justice should, be able to connect to the courtroom by means of cortidor,
while other staff and secretaries also use corridors to access relevant ofﬁces on the samc
ﬂoor; This circulation system is an important fact_or in__selccting appropriate locations for

the various functions and departments in the building.

6.3.3 Separation of Functions | P »
The administrative and _;uchclal functlons require different kinds of spaces and
modes of operation. This separation of functions becamc neccssary to demarcate

between private and non-private, and also to separate between noisy and quiet areas.
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The police station by the nature of its activities is mostly a noisy area as well as
the detention centre, where the sources of noise are numerous and hard to control. Buffer
zone is employed to demarcate between such aréas of source of noise and other areas
where noise .constitute a hindrance to their functions such as the courtrooms, libraries and

the justices chambers.

6.3.4 Public Convenience
The public comprises of a large number of people v_yho frequently visit the law

| coniplex for various purposes, which may include litigants, ‘.Nitncsscs, spectﬁtors and

othcf range of purposes. Their convenience théreforc requires great consideration, as

some might be visiting the courthouse for the first time. The following guidelines should

be taken into considcration:. |

(i) An information space should be located at l.hc‘main entrances of cach ﬂoor, the
cffective directory and control. .' | | |

(i) A clearly legible, colour-coded  system hof dire;torics ﬁnd signs shoﬁld bc.
prominently displayed';' The locatio;l of offices, courtrooms, toilcts; information
stations and restaurants should be indicated.

| (iii)  Adequate circulation and waitling IIspaces should be provided to avoid

overcrowding at peak of activities at the public arca.

() Functions serving large number of people éhoiiid be grouped on the lower floors

of the complex.

(v)  Sufficient public convenicnces — toilcts — should be provided and well located.
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6.4

DESIGN PROGRAMME

Having established then necessary requitements that entails producing a

functional set i.lp that will characterize the building as an institution of law and order with

the pnmdly alm of ensuring a speedy dlspenbduOn of JUblILC The next lmporlanl slage is

the development of planning concepts w1th stron;=> emphasm on the use of bunldmg

elements and appropriate forms that will characterize the proposal. There are (wo

approaches to the desired aim, which are enumecrated as follows:

(a)i.

ii.

()i,

il

ii.

iv..

vi.

vil,

Viii.

Organic nature of site: Choice of materials and dcsign technique must
complement and blend with the site. ™~ | - ¢

Strict adherence to the hierarchy of space and proper zoning of functions.
Compactncss:- By use of cluster designs with communal openl spaces and
ventilation and lightening. ; o

Design for social interaction by use of casuel circulation pattcrns,

Design for climatic comfort, o

Flexibility for expansion purposes will entail a dynamic approach to design.
Entrances must be well celebrated with strong dominating character, decorations
and representational motif. - '.\. B

The use of forms and patterne that enhance authority domiﬁaﬁce, intcgraiioﬁ and
the composite visual effecf must be symbolic and sl_wuld'have.m_ez_ming. )

The proposal must as mﬁch as poslsiblc'be cost effective. o

The design should neither be of traditional nor vernacular architecture, duc to the

diversity of the users. Conlemporary style is adopted as a means of expression

with prevailing technology as the moderator.
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6.4..1 Functiolzal Paraiinctcl;ﬁ '
. In preparing a functional diagram fpr the complex, the various funéti011al
requirements and activities of the various units.;dré ariaiyzed. The functional system is an
operational sequence of activities and relationships that are organised for the
accomplishiment of specified objectives. Understanding the functional system is essential
:in order to project a corresponding physical system of elemclnts? relalio.nship organisation
and configuration. | . ._ | .

The functional system framework of thc gomplex is based upon brief
requirements and operational objectives because of its unicllucness. The ﬁbtivity system is
elel.m.inéd as a distinct entity or as a subsystem of the functional complex in order to

analyze and create a model upon which the facilities physical system is based.

- - .

6.5 CONCEPTUALISATION

The. concépt identifies and integrates the various aspécls of the design into a
coherent whole thus, enabling the dcsigner to difect his thoughts and resources towards
the most imporiant p.ar.t of fhél dééign. It is the result of a concentrated and imaginative
effort of bringing apparently di_ssimilar design inc!iccs {ogether. The following
apﬁroachcs were considered: | | | o
(1) The use of architectural ideas.
(i)  The use of particular theme. - |
(iliy  Using super organizing ideas. A
(iv)  Using the partti-scheme (by use of skctlches initiated at inception to logical

conclusion).
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(v)__: " Literal translation.
(vi)  Using pi;a:gmatic concepts.
(vii)  Use of universal architectural ideas and values.

However, deciding upon the concept to adopt was not much of a problem, since
the various units that make up the design are aimed at maintaining law and order. Thus
adol.)tl.ing. a theme that is based on justice is suitable (o the. primary units, which are the

e

court and the police station.

6.5.1 Concepts Development

This is the first stage where an attempt was made to practicc and achicve the aim
and objectives of this thesis design by means .of cvolving and demonstrating
architecturally an effectivé dcs.i.gll1 abproach to the law complex. o

To this cffect and without jeopardizing the fum.tlonal rcquucmcnlg of the
proposcd development, sketches are herem drawn to reﬂectthe stages and conSLdelanons
of thc design programme, as would be further cxplamed

Since the title of the prmcct is law complex, then the key word to law and its
priiﬁary essence is to uphold justice. Justice has a dual objective and principles because
it always mediates between two parties, which are the Accused and the ﬁefelndant. Its
dual functionality principles seek to define the following:

Guilty and Innocent

Right and Wroﬁg

Dispute and Resolution

Punishment and Reward
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.

Based on these principles, justice is all about justification and equality in
(reatment as all are viewed equal in the sight of the law.
Therefore. the best symbolizing object that can portray justice is the Beam

Balance. which will ultimately form the bedrock of the concept development.

I Plan concept

The beam balance has a shaft that is resting upon a base for stability. A beam
rests on top of the shaft, which supports two suspended plates that serve as weighing
balance.

This completed balance, when viewed from the top (plan form), will produce two
circles and a connecting bridge.

The design is aimed at guaranteeing a speedy dispensation of justice, and the two
factors that delay justice due to certain problems are the police who detain suspects and
the judges who prolpng trials. The thesis solution is aimed at bringing these people
together in a complex so a to ensure an effective arrangement.

The police station and the court will be positioned along the circles realized when

the beam balance is viewed from the top (see sketch).

il. Elevational concept

The two circles that represent the police station and the court would be projected
in a three-dimension, while the connecting shaft when viewed in the same dimension will
look like a rectangle. The end product will be added some architectural elements of

penetration that will bring out the semblance of office building.
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Since the building has to indicate its functionality, some symbols have to be
added to make it look like a law complex. After series of attempts, the best motif and
svmbolizing elements adopted were the judges wig and the police cap. The judges wig
and the police cap after a series of interplay, were decided to dominate the fagade in
abstraction. The wig will form the dome at the topmost floor that will accommodate the

chief judge, while the police cap will form the eaves of the parapet (see sketch).

iii. Site concept

The site is undoubtedly the backbone of the entire design. It marks the point of
departure to the design task as a whole. Traditional concept of space organisation based
on ilicrarcily. securitj;' and cclébra!ion of dominant spaces was adopted in the conception
of the site.

Security was viewed to reflect the nature and functions of the different parts of the
proposed development, Series of site concepts were attempted and the concept
eventually adopted is a perimeter of security and accessibility, with convenient parking

spaces (see sketch).

6.6  THE BRIEF
The entire complex as initially mentioned is divided into three broad units, with
varying functions and operational techniques. As such each unit will be examined

according to specific needs.
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6.6.1 The Courthouse
The functions of the courthouse arc divided into two, which are the judiciary and
the administration. The requirements for each are as fo.llo“;slz |
(@  JUDICIARY: )
(i) . Adegquatc court rooms for the spcciﬁ.ed nu1.nber.of judges, with robing room and a
| retiring robm. | . |

(i)  Adequate justices chambers with private library, records store, sccretary and

waiting areas.

(iii) Chief justice chamber, with conference room, private library, records store,

secretary, and waiting spaces.
 (ivy  Law library for solicitors, Archive and General Storage area. .

(bj | ADMINISTRATION

(1) Office spaces forﬁcnior exccutive officers, like the chicf registrar, Deputy and
Assistants, chief Accountant, attachied with offices for sccretaries and waiting
spaces. : | o | R

(ii)_ General office spaces for General Staff.

(iii)  Other office spaces for Administration purposes such as Registry, Computer .

rooms, typing and so on. .
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6__.6.2 The Divisional Police Station

i) lndi\.zidu.a'l dfﬁce 's';.JIacéls. for the Divisional Police Officer (D.P.O.) and other
scnior police officers, gttached_ with secretaries and waiting spaces.

tii) General Admilnislrative. bfﬁéeé fdr Junior Ofﬁceré. - o

(iii)  Laboratories, photography and finger print rooms -

(iv)  Records, computer and cm'nmlunications rv.ooinsz -

(v} Change rooms, holding rooms .and lockup

(vi)  Lunges for relaxation.

6.6.3 Detcntio.n.Ccntrc

(i)  Accommodation cells for male and female '

(ii).  Guard rooms

(i)  Recrecational facilities, such as library, gamés and outdoor recreation spaces.
(iv), Clinic, kilcher_l and dining fooms. o

(v) Visitors and shower facilities. =~ =

» 6.6.4 Geﬁcml Facilities

The facili_ties herein anticipated and provided in the proposed building, that is the
law é(;mplex, ste.m.snoﬁt of the fact thai ;chefe ils a éﬁﬁfihﬁoﬁs advancement in technology
and different requirements of occupants in such a composite complex. Furthermore,

thesc facilities are inferences deduced from studies on related existing buildings both



within and outside the country. The general facilities to be provided for fall under the

following categories; welfare, technical, secunty and cnwronmental

(1)

(i1)

(i)

WELFARE: Facilities under this catcgory are prov:ded for slal‘fconvemen@é A
canteen is provided as a catering unit to serve food an’d r{e‘frc_shmenls to the entire
users of the building. It will be equipped with a kltchen desi'gne.d to receive and
store food supplies. Lounges for both senior and junior staff would be provided
within each unit for staff relaxation at break-time. | - o |
TECHNICAL FACILITIES: These facilities; are necessary lo ensure proper
functionality of the complex with minimal automation. These inc;ludé:

* access staircases . : oo o
* mechanical lifts

* mechanical and electrical installations

* service ducts

* .mﬁchine éﬁd geheratbr robnis |

* water storage system

. KASHIM IB.Q "
* air-conditioning systems AHIM

e

SECURITY F-ACILITIlES’:_ These are eleménts‘necesﬁéry to safeguard and ensure

the general security of the complex, its users and propertles Partlcular emphasis
is made upon the detention centre, where effort will be made to prevént detainees
from escaping while in custody. Thus the provxslon of iron remfmced doors and
windows and a perimeter fence round the dc;texltlon centre and the ent1relsne

layout of the complex in general.
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Other safety and security elements include automotive atarms and smoke or fire

detectors that will be installed at strategic locations within the complex. The need for

gale or security post at the entrance would be a matter of priority. "

(iv)

)

ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES: These facilities are necessary. to ensure the

geﬁerél well béing of the building premises, so as to harmonize the building wilh

the site and guarantee a pleasant view. These clements include: the use of

landscaping ciements such as trees, shrubs and green lawns.

* Adequate car parks and pedestrian walkways.

* A well lit premise for security and pleasant night effect.

PENTHOUSE: A penthouse would be provided at the topmost floor to provide
accommodation and catering facilities for the chief judgé or designated guest that

may need to spend a few days.



6.6.5 Function Designation/Floor Schedule

(A)  BASEMENT FLOOR
S/NO. | POLICE STATION COURT DETENTION CENTRE
01 Offices (2) Kitchen yard Waiting/control
02 Repairing bay (2) Staff canteen Visiting room
03 Store (2) Justices garage (2) | Guards room
04 Mechanic office Security office Day/dining room
05 Electrician Store Kitchen
06 General store Staircase Laundry
07 Toilet (2) Wardens office (3)
08 General toilets (5) TV room (3)
09 Staircase Female cells (12)
10 Male cells (24)
11 Toilets (12)
12 Shower (6)
13 Outdoor space (2)
(B)  GROUND FLOOR
S/NO. | POLICE STATION COURT DETENTION CENTRE
01 Waiting Reception Dispensary
02 Counter Waiting Library
03 Charge room Commissioner  of | Dining room (2)
| oaths
04 Complaints officer Secretaries office TV room (2)
05 Holding room Oaths and affidavits | Small TV room
06 General office General office Wardens office (3)
07 PRO (eneral store Female cells (12)
08 Store/Records Store clerk Male cells (24)
09 Computer records office Computer unit Toilets (6)
10 Information officer General information | Shower (6)
I [ecture room Personnel dept. Store (6)
12 Seminar room Junior staff lounge | Staircase
13 Junior staff lounge General law library
14 0.C. Arms Chief librarian
15 Secretary Secretary
16 Drivers room Archive
17 Divisional Operation Squad Toilets
18 Divisional Arms/Workshop Service core
19 Store '
20 Public toilets
21 Staircase
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(C)  FIRST FLOOR
| SINO. [ POLICE STATION COURT
01 Waiting Reception
102 0.C. Finance Waiting
03 Cashier Records store (small)
04 Accounts office Records store (large)
05 Store General accounts department
06 Open registry General office personnel
07 General audit office Senior accountant
08 Internal auditor Asst. senior accountant
09 Interrogation office State counsel chamber
10 Photography Small chamber (State Counsel)
11 Finger prints Large chamber (State Counsel)
12 General office operations Secretaries (2)
13 Detectives room Libraries (2)
14 - CID Laboratory Toilets (2) (Counsel)
15 0.C. Security Court room
16 Patrol officer Justice Chamber
17 Secretary (2) Retiring room (1)
18 Highway patrol team Robing room (1)
19 Operation/drivers unit Toilets (9)
20 Store Service core
21 Toilets (9) Justice Library
22 Staircase Secretary/Waiting
Record Office

Witness Room
Criminal Holding
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(D)

SECOND FLOOR

S/NO. | POLICE STATION COURT

0] Waiting Waiting

02 Administrative officer Control

03 General office Records store (small)

04 0.C. organisation Records store (large)

05 Secrel registry Small chamber (State Counsel)

(6 Staff welfare officer Large chamber (State Counsel)

07 Stationary Library (2)

08 Store Secretary (2)

09 Prosecution officer Toilets (2) (State Counsel)

10 0.C. Prosecution General Admin. Office

[ Exhibits Store Computer/information office

12 O.C. Investigation Stationery store

13 Criminal Investigation Dept. Counsels chamber

14 0.C. Control office Open registry

15 0.C. Research Court room

16 Secretary (2) Justice Chamber

17 Head human resources Retiring room (1)

18 Human resources office Robing room (1)

19 Store Toilets (9)

20 Toilets (9) Service core

21 Staircase Justice Library
Secretary/Waiting
Record Office

Witness Room
Criminal Holding




(E)  THIRD FLOOR

S/NO. | POLICE STATION COURT

0l Waiting Waiting

02 Divisional police officer Control

03 Secretary Records store (small)

04 Typing pool Records store (large)

05 Store Small chamber (State Counsel)

06 Executive conference room Large chamber (State Counsel)

07 Store Secretary

08 Tea room Library (2)

09 Divisional Crime Officer Toileis (2) justices

10 Secretary Personnel planning

il Programme office Admin. Officer

12 Computer information unit Counsels chamber

13 Senior staff lounge Secret registry

14 0.C. Operation Senior staff lounge

15 0.C. Signals Court room

16 Secretary (2) Justice Chamber

17 Communications room Retiring room

18 Communications workshop Robing room (1)

19 Store toilets Toilets (9)

20 Stair case Service core
Justice Library
Secretary/Waiting
Record Office
Witness Room
Criminal Holding

(F) ~ FOURTH FLOOR 4736 4

Court

. Lift lobby/control

8 Chief registrar

3, Deputy registrar
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10.

(G)

!\J

Secretary (2)

Asst. Chief Registrar
Secretary

Justices lounge
General store

Toilets (4)

Service core

FIFTH FLOOR
Court

Chief justice
Secretary

Toilet
Conference room
Tea room

Lift lobby/control
Kitchenette |
Store
[ounge/dining
Bedroom

Toilets (4)

Service core

TR



6.6.6 Schedule Of Accommodation

The following schedule of accommodation is categorized into the following

groups:
(A)  Court
(B)  Police station|

(C) Detention centre

(A) Court
ACCOMMODATION ~ [ NO. RECOMMENDED | TOTAL SQ.M
1 AREA IN SQ. M
Reception 6 42 252
Waiting 6 36 216
Court room 3 137.5 412.5
Justice Chamber 1 39 39
Retiring room 6 18 108
Robing room 6 8.75 52.5
Large chamber 6 52.5 315
Small chamber 6 36 216
Library (justices) 6 18 108
Secretary (Justices) 6 . 27 162
Toilets (justices) 3 2 12
Records store (justices) large 3 37.5 112.5
Records store (justices) small 1 36 216
Chief judge 1 54 54
Secretary 1 36 36
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Toilet

anfercnce room
Tea roorﬁ |
Kitchf:ﬂgltc_

S.tore
Lmi.ngefdining
Bedfoﬁfn ..
Gencral toilets
Chicf registrar |
Deputy registrar
Secretary |
Assistant Chief Registrar
Secrefary.

.lust;iccs lounge
Genceral store
General toilet
Personnel planning
Admin, Officer
Counscls chamber
Secret registry
Senior staft lounge
Generaf admin. Office

Computcr/information

80

12

21

12.5

49

138

48

48
24

1 49

21

66.5

24

1121

117

234

234

121

80

12

21

12.5

a9

ag

o
48
48
49
21
66.5

24

72

351

72

234

234

121
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Stationery store

Open registry

General accounts
General office personnel
Senior accountant B
Asst. Senior Accountant
| Commissioner of oaths
Secretary

Qaths and afﬁdav.its
Ueneral office

Gcﬁeral store

Store clerk

Co.mplutler unit

General information
Personnel clcparhﬁent |
Junior staff lounge
Generai law library
Chief librarian
Secretary

Archive

Kitchen yard

Staff canteen

Security office

72

72

121

234

72

72

37.5

52

18
121

130.5

los

2-09

36

36

30

33

325

136.5

18

72 .
72
121
234
72
72

45

375 ¢

52 -
7

36

18 ..
21
1305
130.5
234
209
%

3

325
136.5

18
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Store i 18 18
Justices garage 4 173 692
General toilets 36 2 72
Justice Chamber 1 39 39
Justice Library 1 26 26
Secretary/Waiting 1 24 24
Record Office 1 16 16
Witness Room 1 9 9
Criminal Holding I 15 I35
6940
Total built-up area = 6940 Circulation =778
(B)  Police Station
ACCOMMODATION NO. RECOMMENDED TOTAL
AREA IN SQ. M
Waiting 1 42 42
Divisional police officer ] 64.5 64.5
Secretary 1 39 39
Typing pool ! 19.5 19.5
Executive conference room I 91 91
Store 2 13.5 27
Tea room | 9 9
Divisional crime officer 1 79 79
Secretary 1 42 42
Programme office : 72 72
Computer informaOtion unit I 117 117
Senior staff founge | 234 234

s




Q.C. operation

0.C. signals

Sceretary

Communications room.
Communications workshop
Administration officer .. ..
General office ‘ '
0.C. orpanisation

Secrel registry

Staff weltare officer

Stationary

Store

Prosecution officer

O.C. prosccution

Exhibits store

G.C. investigation

Criminal investigation department
Q.C. Control

0Q.C. research

Sccretary

Head, human resources
Human resources office
Store

0.C. Finance

Cashier _
Accounts office

Store B

Opén registry

General audit

Inicrnal auditor

Interrogation office

ot [ — - p— — - e Pt s [y [y [ ] ot —

—

39
39

325 .

99
62
36
36
36

525 .

42
27.25
24
121
72
117

234
39
39
32.5
71.5
88.75
15.75
36

36

36
24
52.5
42

27.25

42

39
39
65
99
62
36

136

36
52.5
42
27.25
24
121
72
117
72

1234

39

39

65
71.5
88.75
15.75
36

36

36

24

1525

42
27.25
42
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Photography

Finger prints .

General office operations -

Detectives room

CID laboratory

0.C. security

Patrol officer

Sectretary

Highway patrol team
Operation/drivers unit
Store

Counter

Charge room

Complaints officer
Holding room

General office

PRO

Store/records

Computer records office
Information officer .
Lecture room '
Seminar room

Junior staff lounge

O.C. arms

Secretary

Drivers ro;)m

Divisional operation squad
Divisional arms workshop
Store

Offices -
Repairing b'ay (vehicfes) |

—

— —

—_

B o B

79
72
117
72
234
39
39
30
66
1 -

135 -

36
36
36
24
52.5
42

12725,

121
2
117

72

232
48
18
66
66
86.5
18
30
8

- 72

79
72
117
72
234
39
39
60
66

191

13.5
36
36
36
24
52.5

42

27.25
121

117
232
48

18

18
60
60
86.5
18
60

1116
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30

Mechanic office 1 30
Elcctrician 11 30 130
General store 11 33 '3
General toilets 41 2 B2 —— - - -
1 4950.25
Total built-up Area = 4950.25
Circulation = 710.0
C) Dctenﬁon Centre )
ACCOMMODATION NO. | RECOMMENDED | TOTAL
_ AREA IN 8Q. M
Waiting/control . 1 21 21
Wardcens oflice 3 15 45
Visiting room 1 46.5 46.5
Guards room ] 2i 21
Library i 545 54.5
Dining room 2 21 42
Day room 1 118.5 118.5
Laundry it 21 21
Kitchen L 21 121
Large TV room 12 34.5 69
TV room 4 27 108
Female celis 24 7 168
Male cells 48 7 336
Toilcts 18 2 36

"




Shower

Store

12

24

12

1143.5

Total built-up Area

Circulation

1143.5

426
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CHAPTER SEVEN
DESIGN REPORT
7.1 PREAMBLE
It will be appreciated that design itself is a continuous intricate process which
require systematic manipulation and balanced resolution among several design variables,
to attain a result which best conform and satisfies an intended set of objectives.
'I'hérel'orc. the pmcc&;ses of evlolving a totalitarian design for the proposed law complex
requires an imposing dynamic balance, tactically worked out amongst overriding design
factors.
The accomplishment of this aim requires a design programme which is set out to
approach the design variables independently and eventually striking a balance among the

independent results for the attainment of a dependable outcome.

'?.2. DESIGN PRINCIPLE b o— J ?3’:7[

The design principle for the proposed design was basically drawn out based upon
an empirical logical point of view, which was derived after a systematic study of the
basic requirements of the proposed organizational set up and inferences deduced from it.

Thus, the ultimate aim of the design was the provision of sufficient spaces for the
designated units under a harmonized functional setting. As was identified during the fact
finding case studies, lack of sufficient spaces was a major contributing factor to long
delays of justice dispensation, as well as the deplorable conditions of police detention cell
and prisons. This was evident in lack of sufficient courtrooms, libraries for the courts

and lack of adequate detention cells that led to the cases of overcrowding and congestion.
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As such, the proposed law complex was designed to provide‘sufﬁcient designated spaces
that will ensure effective processes of speedy dispensation of justice. Such, upper limits
of space standards were provided and the requirements, carcfully worked out to

accommodate the functions of each unit with optimum space utilization.

7.2.1 Planninyg Principle
| The proposed design aimed at relating the different functions in the proposed set

up such that their distinct nat.ure.of operations could be independent of one another in
light of preventing undue obstruﬁtion and yet remain u.nitegl by méans of accessibility
where found desirable, |

The vltimate aim of the designer was to create and altocate space for a satisfactory
utilization by the client as well as the numerous users. Having a vision of a lofty,
prestigious and symbolic building, the design aims at creating an cnvironment that can
easily be absorbed through the maximum number of senses. Thus, creating the deepest,
most significant and lasting impact through movement and visual perception.
7.3 STRUCTURAL PRINCIPLE

The section shows the clear vista of thé building structural composition and
arrangements. The building was structurally divided into three parts, with reasons due to
“differcntial loading” considerations.

The building features series of vertical and horizontal columns and beams that
were linked together forming a rigid nctwork. At the sides of the building facade floors |

are vertical circular concrete pylons designed to withhold and effectively fransmit the

129



dead and live super imposed loads on it. The pylons further .stif[’cns the waffle grici
- network, o h

Another important strﬁqtural.consicieratién was the use of retention walls, that
were applied at every point of heighf Qariat.i'bn. on the ground surface. This will further
make firm the building compesition and curb the effects settlement and other forms of

soil movements.

7.3.1 Site Layout.

This was drawn out based upon the series t_)f consid;rations carried out at the site
concept development, which was subsequcmiy adopted. The major guiding factor was
6btﬁined from the réquircmeﬁts of the building and. planing code regulations for the
Abuja central district. |

Thus the building complex is accessed from the secondary road (third avenue) and
not from the primary road (Shehu Shagari Way). Vehicular and pcdcstrizlm-accéss into
the site through the main f.:ntrance. gat(;:. where a secﬁ_rity post was provided along the
perimeter fence. The gate house further leads to the parking area spaces and
subscquently linking the building complex by paved walkways. A nctwork ol roads and |
walkways furlher provided l_ne_ans'of vehicular and pedestrian accessibility to the sides of

ihe building complex, as demanded by the separation of functions.



7.3.2 Basement Floor

For optimum ulilization of site, a basement floor was adopted to some designated
functions for the court and the police units, but primarily it was designed to accommodate
the detention centre. )

The basement floor aqcoﬁnnodate car parks repairing bays as well as the staff
canteen for the court and police units. The special patrbl unit .and the emergency
;)pération unit vehicles are accommodated at the basement floor level for ease of
accessibility.

The basement seﬁes as tﬁé rﬁajof écdeés into the detention centre, thrc the
atrested can be driven up to the drop up point at the entrance. The basement floor
acéoiﬁmodalc half the function spﬁf:es provided for the centre in addition to out door
spaces for recreation and other activities. A direct access was provided to link the
basemeni floor to the ground ﬂoof by means of slaimascs pﬁs_itioncd, at strategic |

locations,

7.3.3  Greund Floor - — . -

This serves as the first part of call into the building where first impressions arc
usﬁally made. To this effect, the entrance and the reception areas werc carefully designed
and landscaped to portray a corporate image while cxposing their designated functions 1o
avold misconception by the first time visitors. )

The ground floors for-the court and the police station accommodates functions

that attract large volume of visitors so as to avoid overcrowding at the upper floors.
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Similarly function that pertains to emergency situations were also allocated to the ground
floot,
The detention centre terminates at this level, while the court and police units were

developed further (vertically).

7.3.4 First And Second Floors X

Accomimodated mainly on (he first floor are the junior staff of the two units. The
first floor was facilitated witl*;lai well defined reception and Wwaiting lounge incorporated
within the service core facilities. The partition of offices on this ﬂoof leve! fo-llows the
operational procedures of the two units. '

The court unit accommodates the justices’ chambers and the éourtronms while .the
criyninal investigation unit of the police station was sitﬁated at the same level.

The second floor accommodates simtlar office spaces with the first ﬂoor. and same
departments.  The courtrooms and other related facilities are same as they obtained the

first floor. While the CID Depariment is further extended onto the sccond floor as their

activitics directly link with each other.

7.3.5 Third Floor

The police station unit terminates ai this level. And functions accommodated at
this floor level for the police unit include the DPO’s office and support facilities such as
the conlercnce room, secretary and typing pool. This floor also accommodates the

DPQ’s assistant, DCO and other senior officers of the policc department. Also
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accommodated were the communication rooms so as to locate their high gadgets like the
antenna at the roof level. I | oA
At the court unit, the courtrooms and the justices’ chambers also terminates at this

level,

_'?.3.6 Fourth And Fifth Floors

The fourth floor accommodates the offices for the chief registrar, the deputy and
assistant registrars other facilities allocated include the justices lounge, reception and
waiting spaces. | ]

The fifth floor, which is thé lasli floor, ac001nn1qdates the chief judge and
necéssary facilitiés. Other speci.al.fcaturcs include the bedroom -and kitchenctte.

~ All the floor levels may be accessed through the service lifts or the escape staif

cases provided.

7.3.'? Roof Level

This is the topmost floor level in the proposed dcvclﬁpmcnt, which satisfies the
building regulation codes. .Th.é, roof floor conéists mainly of the drainage gutlers,
machine room and water storage tank. 1l Ican be accessed ,.,through_ an elevated ladder |

from the fifth floor level.
=34 Materials Usage And Construetion

Primary malerials employed in the construction of the complex arc reinforeed

_concrete, sandcrete block, panel walls and glass.
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Construction method is by cast-in-situ for structural elements like columns, beams
and floor slabs. | |

Glazed ceramic tiles and glass will be employed as well {inish over the entire J
cxlcrllor fagade of the building. Intcrﬁal and partition walls will be tréated with emulsion

paints.

7.4  DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Special features of this design project are listed below and discussed briefly.

7.4.1 Oricntation
o The building has been properly oriented so as to reduce excessive heat caused by
sollgr radiation. TlliS‘ is achie\lled by locating the narrow ends of the building along the I'
cast and west directions, while th;a longer sides, which are gl;zed, wére positioned along
the north and south dire;ti011. By this arrangement, only a minimum surface area of the
building would be cprsed to the sunlight, while the maximum surface area would be in
shade, hence achieving a perfect protection from excessive heat caused by solar radiation.
This form of orientation will further enhance Ia.('ie..'quate circulation of air within the
interior spaces while providing pleasant view of the exterior surrounding whc.rc possible.
74.2 Ventilation S

The purpose of vcnﬁlatibni in a building is to ﬁ‘xa'mtain a prescribed condition and
cnsure air cleanliness within the building. However, ventilation may be local or general.

Local ventilation is intended for removing poliuted air at sources to prevent dispersal of
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impurities through the building. For example toilets are fixed with extractor fans to rid
the bad odour, much of the impurities are removed by this means and what remains are
diluted by the incoming air. Local ventilation is assisted by the use of fixed screens or by
air curtains.

The use of natural cross ventilation as much as possible was employed, but in
areas where this is not adequate, artificial ventilation systems are proposed alongside split

unit and central air-conditioning units.

7.4.3  Thermal Insulation Of Roof
Thermal insulation is required to keep heat in when needed and keep it out when
not needed. Insulation is done using any of the following means:
(i) Insulation of roof sheet coverings
(i)  Under purlin insulation lining
(iii)  Over-purlin insulation lining,.
They all involve the use of insulation boards or felt at different stages of roof
erection/construction. Types of insulation boards in use include:
(1) Glass fiber
(i) Quilt

(i11)  Mineral wool
7.4.4 Landscape

An environment lacking in proper landscaping does not appeal to human

perception. Landscape design is significant in the conservation of the existing natural
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state of the environment. Landscape is an integral part of architecture, as it is the link
between the building and its immediate environment.
The different components that are involved in a good land scenery include ground

form and texture, plant cover or vegetation, water and rock formation. All principles of

landscaping adopted are chosen to best complement the site in its natural form.

7.4.5 Internal Environment
The inlqrior design and décor has to meét a number of specific requirements.
These are featureé that will provide the complex with desired authority it commands. For

example, the complex should:
(i) Be physically atfractivc
(i1) Generate a sense of awareness and interest for the users
(1) DBeeasyto c]cah and maintain

(iv) Resist damages and facilitale repair and | replacement with a minimum

disturbance.

7.4.6 Acoustics L

Many aco.ustic problems in buildings can be avoided By considering the broad
rcquirements carly in the design process, as ratification done later is rarcly neither
sﬁtisfactory nor economical. Factors that guide a good acoustics solution in the design
include the exclusion of external sources of noise and the treatment of the internal

sources of noise in addition to special sound absorbent materials and surfacc finishes,

Major emphasis is made within the couttrooms, justices” chambers, libraries and private
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officcs. The introduction of buffer zones was made to scparate.noisy areas from quite

.

areas. S o L.

7.4.-‘? Muaintenance
This is of great importance due to the nature of the .building compaosition and

{unctions. The choice of materials should reflect the nced for easy maintenance of

components since durability and performance are desired. -

. Minor mailntchance work should not obstruct official activities. Good positionin'gh |

and easy accessibility will easc maintenance work. The maintenance section coordinates

all works refated to the complex. © .

E 75  SERVICES
7.5.1 Drainage and Sewage Dispaosal

- Dramnage is provided along trenches and street drains taking advantage of t.he.
topography and slope of the site. The storm and tainwater from the roof tops is collected
from the roofing sheets and the gutters i;l the parapet and channeled down through pipcs
down and discharged into the drainage gutters for onward disposal.

Scwage from the building complex wil be collected through a properly desigﬂed

network 61" sewage system pipelines with collection chambers where appropriate and

subsequently discharged into the Abuja ceniral sewage systém. '

dl
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7.5.2 Airconditioning

This is desirable for majority of the spaces within the complex mainly for cooling
down the temperature due to heat generated by the occupants, machines and solar
radiation. The vapour and the compression system of airconditioning are found to be
most suitable for the complex. The central airconditioning system is more adequate and
economical than unttary split system, as the long-term benefits will compensate for the
high cost of purchase, installation and ductwork. The distribution means would be
through suspended ceiling. However, unitary split system would be provided where -
necessary.

f KAS

7.5.3  Fire Protection and Control o

Fire in buildings occurs due to error by the occupants, faulty machines or wrong
wire connections. However, the objectives of good fire control precautions are as follows:
(a)  To reduce possibilities of fire outbreaks.
(b)  To provide facilities that will aid prompt escape of the occupants from the

building.
(c) To prevent and discourage the spread of fire within the building as well as the

adjoining building.
(d)  To prevent the building structure from failure and collapse due to fire gut,

The hazards of fire must be properly and effectively curtailed by the use of the
following materials and components, which help curtail the spread of fire within the
building: flame retardant surface finishes, roofing elements and insulating components of

the building.
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To ensure a good fire prevention and control sirategy, the following passivé and
active measures are adopted: |
(i) Proper installation of ele_ctrical_ gadgets and equipment.
(i) Provision of well ventilétcd ﬁre escape routés. :
(iii)  Acccss for fire fighting service personnel.
(iv) Installations of active control measures such as sprinklers, alarm systems, smoke
| and heal dciegtors, hos_g reéls, dry risers and water hydrant inlets.
(v) " Adequate protection b)} ?:asing, proper reinforcl:cmf;nt; sprﬁying, painting and

proper design of building components.

7.5.4 TPower Supply
Elcctricity will be supplicd to the co;llbiex from the. Abuja municipal supply grid.
However, a staﬁdby gencrator would be provided to supplement interrupted supply {rom
the municipal supply grid. This will ensurc an unifterrupted power supply.
7.5.5 Water Su.pply |
Adequate supply of water would be 'provided to the entire complex for domestic
use and purposes. A comprehcnéive and effective water supply network exists in Abuja,
and sufficient water would be supplied from this source and adequate distribution system |
would be provided throughout the entire complex. An overhead service reservoir located |

at strategic positions within the complex would ensure steady supply of water.

-
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7.5.6 Communication Lines

Automations in cmﬁniﬁnication is i‘ncreasing day after day especially in office
complexes. To this effect strategic workplace next to outlets for power and telephones
are provided at all office floors. | |

Internal communication system that connects all office spaces within the complex
'- _. would be adopted for ease and effective interaction anongst the staff. Local landlines
would be connected to the complex by the Nigeria Telecommunication (NITEL) for
ge|1efal communications within and outside the country.

B is also anticipated that wires 0011v§ying all forms of currents for gadgets would

be concealed Within 'storage; c;l:ucts prm.ri.d'cd along tlhel service ducts within the building

complex.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

CONCLUSION
8.1 SUMMARY

This research delves into the types and nature of hindrances to rapid dispensation
of justice in Nigeria, with the sole purpose of deducing architectural solutions. Any court
structure that does not support and facilitate the desire atmosphere for the effective
dispensation of justice is a failure on the government, and such structures should be
redesigned to meet the acceptable standard.

The judiciary, which is the custodian of the laws of the federation that operate
through the court for the dispensation of such laws, should be able to demonstrate utmost
regard, consideration and above all respect the constitutional demands. As such the
courts should be a strict provider of justice, by carrying out fair trails within reasonable
tume as demanded by the constitution. It is only through this process that people will be
law abiding and will hold our courts in high esteem.

It is with a high hope, that the administrative hindrances to rapid dispensation of
justices would be neutralized in the set up adopted, as we shape our buildings and our
buildings shape us. It is the hope that the configuration will for stall a feeling of
togetherness and responsibility towards each department, and the strengthened realization
of a common aim, which is effective to dispensation of justice.

The law coniplex Abuja as a structure for effective dispensation of justice.
Professor Peter Johnson (1978), in support of the need to modernize the image of our
courthouses said “A requirement of the physical form of courthouse is that they should

assist in promoting the impartiality, the anthority and the dignity of the law™. It is
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- iniportént for our eourts of justice to impute their dignity into their images, by ways of
_ _safeguarding and promoting impartial investigations as well as passing judgcments in a
limited duration of time, thereby ensuring a limited period in awaiting trial.

| The physical organisation of the court complex is characterized by a systematic
and technical integration of law enforcement agencies within a unit network that ensurcs
a functional arrangement, efficient operational pfocedures, security and public safety.
The exterior articulations of tﬁe-courthouse and the relationship of the building to its
surrounding expresses the concern of the role of law in the society.  Similarly, the

buildings intcrnal arrangement reflects the relalive importance assigned to the

transactions and the roles of various groups using the building.

-
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