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ABSTRACT 

The packed cell volume and serum lipids of male New Zealand 

rabbits with single and mixed infections of Trypanosoma brucei and 

Trypanosoma congolense were investigated. In the mixed infection 

group, T.brucei was the predominant parasite species and the 

clinical picture tended towards that of single T.brucei infection. 

Anaemia was a significant feature of the disease in all the 

infected animals with PCV values significantly lower than that of 

control animals. There was no significant (P>0.05) difference 

between the PCV of all the infected animals. All the infections 

were characterized by hypercholesterolemia, hypertriglyceridemia, 

hypoalbuminemia and elevated serum free fatty acid levels which 

were significantly higher (P<0.05) in all the infected groups 

compared to the control group. Elevated serum total cholesterol 

and triglyceride serve as predictors of coronary heart disease and 

may therefore be a cause of death in the infected animals. 






















































































































































