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ABSTRACT: 

J e a n - P i e r r e Makouta-Mboukou i s a t t h e same t i m e a 

p o e t , a n o v e l i s t , and a l i t e r a r y c r i t i c . T h i s s t u d y i s 

c o n c e r n e d w i t h h i s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s r e l i g i o n and p o l i t i c s 

i n h i s s h o r t s t o r y , L e s I n i t i e s , and i n h i s t h r e e n o v e l s , 

E n q u e t e d e l a l i b e r t y . L e C o n t e s t a n t and L e s E x i l e s d e l a 

f o r e t v i e r g e . Makouta-Mboukou i s h i m s e l f a t h e o l o g i a n , a 

p r a c t i s i n g c h r i s t i a n , and a fo rmer p o l i t i c i a n . H e s t r o n g l y 

b e l i e v e s t h a t e v e r y w r i t e r s h o u l d be commit ted and have a 

s e r i o u s message f o r h i s r e a d e r s ; i t i s h i s own message 

t h a t p r o m p t s t h i s s t u d y . 

A t t h e r e l i g i o u s l e v e l , Makouta-Mboukou shows t h a t 

t h e c h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e s a r e a t v a r i a n c e w i t h t h e s o c i a l 

r e a l i t i e s o f A f r i c a n s and t h a t most o f t h e m a r e i m p o s i t i o n s 

o f W e s t e r n v a l u e s o n A f r i c a n s . B e s i d e s , h e a t t a c k s t h e 

members o f t h e c l e r g y f o r n o t c a r r y i n g ou t t h e i r p a s t o r a l 

d u t i e s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e i n j u n c t i o n s o f J e s u s C h r i s t 

and condemns t h e i r c o m p l i c i t y w i t h t h e p o l i t i c i a n s , a 

c o m p l i c i t y d e t r i m e n t a l t o t h e c h r i s t i a n s i n p a r t i c u l a r and 

t h e m a s s e s i n g e n e r a l . 

O n t h e p o l i t i c a l s c e n e , Makouta-Mboukou shows h i s 

b i t t e r n e s s a g a i n s t t h e a t r o c i t i e s commit ted b y b o t h t h e 

c o l o n i a l i s t s a n d t h e B l a c k r u l e r s d u r i n g t h e i r v a r i o u s 

r e g i m e s . H e a c c u s e s t h e c o l o n i a l i s t s o f economic 

e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e B l a c k s , r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t 

t h e n , a s w e l l a s i m p r i s o n m e n t and t o r t u r e o f t h e B l a c k s . 



— v i -

However, he expresses his groat disappointment at the fact 

t h a t , a f te r independence, a l l the e v i l s of the colonial, 

e ra s t i l l continue; but it is now the Black man who is 

the oppressor of the Black man. 

To solve the r e su l t an t s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l problems, 

Makouta-Mboukou recommends tha t the Black man should 

seek African so lu t ions ; eschew ha t red , vengeance and 

violence; and make use of love , dialogue, pardon, and 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . The student regards t h i s recommendation 

as u n r e a l i s t i c , as a dream, in view of the p o l i t i c a l 

experiences in Africa; i t i s perhaps an idea l worth 

pursuing. 




































































































































































































































































































































































