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ABSTRACT 

T h i s t h e s i s r e p o r t i s p r i m a r i l y t o e x p l a i n bow some a n c i l l a r y 

f a c i l i t i e s c a n u p l i f t t h e so lemn a t m o s p h e r e which e x i s t s a r o u n d 

t h e g a l l e r i e s t o d a y i n o u r museums and which m a k e s t h e m u n p o p u l a r 

g e n e r a l l y , b u t b e f o r e a c t u a l l y a c c o m p l i s h i n g t h i s t a s k , t h e 

r e s e a r c h e r h a d t o s h e d a s much l i g h t a s p o s s i b l e o n v i r t u a l l y 

e v e r y a s p e c t o f t h e word museum. 

The f i r s t f o u r c h a p t e r s Mere d e d i c a t e d e x h a u s t i v e l y t o 

f i r s t l y i n t r o d u c t o r y w r i t e u p s l i k e d e f i n i n g t h e p r o b l e m , s t a t i n g 

t h e a i m and o b j e c t i v e s and e x p l a i n i n g t h e museum c o n c e p t - i t s 

evo lvemen t and deve lopment u s i n g e x a m p l e s f rom a l l o v e r t h e -world 

and s p e c i f i c d e t a i l s a b o u t museum a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s u c h a s s a l i e n t 

p o i n t s t o c o n s i d e r i n a r r a n g i n g e x h i b i t i o n s , c o n t r o l o f t h e 

a d m i t t a n c e o f c l i m a t i c e l e m e n t s i n t o t i e g a l l e r i e s and t h e i r 

e f f e c t s , c o n t e m p o r a r y r o l e s e x p e c t e d o f museums t o d a y l i k e t h e 

d u t y t o e d u c a t e and e n t e r t a i n t h e p u b l i c i n t h e i r own way. 

C h a p t e r f i v e s u m m a r i s e s t h e major c u l t u r a l g r o u p s u n d e r which 

a r t e f a c t s a r e d i s p l a y e d i n N i g e r i a n museums and a l s o e x p l a i n s 

a b o u t t h e p e o p l e o f Benue - t h e i r o r i g i n , c u l t u r a l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , and demograph ic d a t a . C h a p t e r s i x d e a l s w i t h 

t h e p r i m a r y a i m o f t h i s s t u d y and c h a p t e r s e v e n a n a l y s e s f o u r 

c a s e s t u d i e s , two l o c a l and two f o r e g o t a k i n g n o t e o f t h e i r 

a p p r a i s a l s . 

The l a s t f o u r c h a p t e r s a r e whol ly c o n c e r n e d w i th t h e d e s i g n 

work, s o t h e y i n d i v i d u a l l y . , d i s c u s s t h e s i t e f o r t h e p r o p o s e d 

d e s i g n , t h e d e s i g n p r o c e s s , t h e d e s i g n r e p o r t which e x p l a i n s t h e 

d e s i g n a l r e a d y done and f i n a l l y g e n e r a l c o n c l u s i o n s a r r i v e d a t . 
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The researcher hopes t h i s t h e s i s report has contributed 

a rch i tec tura l ly by proposing a possible a rch i tec tura l solut ion to 

a major problem experienced by most museums not only in t h i s 

country, but globally - t ha t of a t t r a c t i n g a grea ter public 

patronage of the i r g a l l e r i e s . 


































































































































































