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ABSTRACT 

Specific examples from many third world countries, 

including Nigeria, point to a general case in which 

agricultural production of rural societies tends to 

increase under rising prices and contract under falling 

prices. In the case of the Zaria rural area, however, the 

study shows that the forces behind increased yam production 

in the area are (1) the efficiency of the marketing system 

and (2) the relative profits which the farmer earns from 

the cultivation and marketing of yam vis-a-vis cotton and 

groundnuts which are the two other commercial crops in the 

area. 

The study shows that the process of yam cultivation 

passed through three evolutionary stages in the study area. 

The first was the preliminary stage when yam cultivation 

was in its infancy. The second was the pre-commercial 

stage when yam cultivation developed only gradually. The 

third and final stage, the commercial stage set in about 

the end of the Nigerian Civil War when there seemed to 

have been an increase in the tempo of growth in many 

Nigerian towns including Zaria. The final stage was 

characterised by a marked increase in yam cultivation. 

The study traces the physical and human resources 

which have made the yam evolution possible. It suggests 

that a close relationship exists between the yam evolution 

and growth in urban Zaria. 
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An assessment of the dynamics of Zaria urban growth 

indicates that this urban centre will continue to be a 

viable market although the demands of other urban markets 

also exist for the Zaria yams. In response to the market 

opportunities, the Zaria rural societies have expanded the 

process of yam production which has in turn raised the 

demand for farm labour in the study area. 

The study notes that the new labour demand situation 

led to longer hours of family labour in farms as well as 

to the emergence of paid migrant labour in the area. Other 

changes both institutional and structural have also emerged 

under the influence of the evolution. Some of the changes 

include increased number of personal assets which represent 

physical signs of the material well being of the rural 

societies and evidence of the transformation in rural Zaria. 

However, the project further notes that since these personal 

assets lack basic infra-structure, rural responsiveness is 

not sufficient to take care of rural development. Never 

theless, it sees the spontaneous responsiveness as being 

necessary in revealing local resources on which effective 

plan for rural change may be based. 

The study also considered the problems of the rural 

areas and noted, among other things, that the absence of 

basic infrastructure and essential services has inhibited 

the production process in the research area. On the basis 

of the foregoing inadequacies and in the light of the 

finding of the present study, the study recommends a 

rural development plan which relates to the production 



pattern of the rural producer. Such a plan would emphasises the 

installation of rural infrastructure and the 

establishment of institutions to step up the product 

capabilities of the rural areas and improve the 

standard of life of rural societies in Nigeria, 
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six in Norti em Nigeria: inheritance, gift, sale, 

pledge, loan and government. In Hanwa villrge near 

Zaria, Norman (197U) identified all six transactions 

according to I.uning other than gift: in Doka and 

Dan Mahawayi he identified all but government. 

The transaction labelled "government" needs 

immediate explanation while other transactions will 

be explained later. According to Norman (Ibid") this 

type of transaction applied, only in Hanwa (which was 

one of the three villages studied around Zaria) and 

may be considered as a loan type of tenure except 

that no rent is paid. TVe government land in Hanwa 

was sold ' . .;ir Aliyu (1903-20) to the government. 

Farmers ars allowed to use the land as long as the 

government loes not require it for any purpose, but 

the government reserves the right to acquire the land 

at any time. If this happens during the growing 

season, money equal to the value of the crops is paid 

r:s compens' fcion . 

That [-1 uiwf? village was the on3y one in which 

government, lend was identified may be explained in 

terms of the nearness of the village to Zaria. 
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The absence of government land in the present study 

may also be due to the effect of distance from Zaria 

town as such places are outside government administra­

tive area. The six transactions under which customary 

land tenure practice is made effective in the study 

area are stated below: 

1. Inheritance (gado) 

2. Purchase (saya) according to which there is an 

outright transfer of a piece of land for cash. 

Two or more witnesses are present and the 

village head is informed. 

3. Loan (aro). Land is lent without cash payment 

for a given number of years usually two years 

in m-?ny cases. 

Ix. Hire (haya). Land is given for farming and 

for a well defined period usually one farming 

season. It. is for the payment of a token 

amount. 






























































































































































































































































































































