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QUOTABLE QUOTES

The politicians think of the next eléction,
The wise educationists think of the next generation.
(Alhaji Imam Abubakar Wali 1994)

The Birth of Trends and Issues
in Primary Education In Nigeria

It has been the view of the Bayero University Staff School Management Board
that Primary Education in Nigeria has always been given inadequate attention by
the successive governments, Education Agencies and the individuals concerned
despite the various Federal government good - will policies on education, At one
of its sittings in May 19984, the Board, headed by Dr. A.U. Adamu stimulated and
inspired both the School and the Faculty of Education to jointly organise a
national Conference/seminar on primary education in view of the observable
inadequacies in the educational system. In August 1994, the idea of the Board
manifested in a seminar Organised accordingly as an attempt to expose some of
the trends and issues that have been the constraints to sound education of our
pupils at this first level of education and to suggest some practical solutions for
remedy. This book of proceedings hereby manifests our continuous desire @nd
quest to contribute to making our children education qualitative.

The seminar has also given birth to a Journal as a continuous academic attempt
to making this first level education effective. The Journal is Journal of Trends
and Issues in Primary Education

The Journal which is expected to have international coverage soon is published
once a year, October - December

Mallam Haruna Adavirikun

Senior Master & Secretary ,
B.U.K. Staff School Management Board.
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STATEMENT OF AIM. -

The Journal of Trends and Issues in Primary Education (JITE) aims at a forum
through which acquired experiences in the theories, principles and practice of
Education can be mutually shared by all andﬁunql;y qspacmlly field teachers and
education authorities. However, emphasis "is chusep on relevance of these
experiences to education at the elementary school level in particular. Concession
is of course, given to educational system which embraces elementary acquisition
of knowledge.

The Journal therefore welcomes contfibutions from: ‘teachers, educators. scholars
and other practitioners engaged in trﬁp!;achqe of, and.research in education at
relevant disciplines of education which range from theory to practice. Such fields
of educational include: Educational Planning /Management/ Administration and
Financing , theory and practice of class roomitaské/ pedagogy / methodology in:
Language Education, Science Education, Humanity /'Social Studies Education,
Vocational/ Creative Art Education, Religious / Moral Education, Child up bringing
/ Psychology, Sociology of Education, and research reports. It is expected that
articles covering these fields will stimulate. useful intellectual thinking and

discussions for the progress of our children who become leaders in the near
future.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCES / ENQURIES

All enquiries / correspondences should be directed to:

The Co-ordinating Editor

Journal of Trends & Issues in Primary Education
% Bayero University Staff School

P.M.B 3011, Kano, Nigeria.

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

Nigeria Other Countries
Individual f Personal - N350 520 per Issue
Institution /Libraries /
Corporate Bodies . N450 $30 per Issue
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EDITORIAL POLICY.
(a) General Information :

The Publishers and the Editorial Board appreciate interests in, and are happy
to receive your articke for publication The Board will endeavour to
acknowledge and refer your article submitted. Articles accepted and
published become the copy right of the journal publishers.

Authors are entitted to a free copy of the edition which contains their
respective articles. Additional copies may be purchased. More copies of
authors articles may be requested for, at a fixed cost.

(b)  Style of Writing

The language of the journal is English.

Manuscripts should be typed double - spaced on one side of A4 size paper.
Manuscripts should not be more than 15 pages, references inclusive

Manuscripts should be submitted in triplicates

The title of an article should not be more than 21 words (should be very Lrief),
typed on a separate sheet and the author's name should be typed on the line
below the title. The address should follow the next line, in case of co-authors,
the addresses should be clearly indicated. Correspondences will be sent 1o
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one free copy.

An abstract not more than 150 words should precede the article. The article
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The style of reference for this journal is the APA - American Psychological
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THE LlBRARN IN NIGERIAN !.’R,IMARY EDUCAT!ON i~

t

N - i IM DAUDU
INTRODUCTION

Eftective education requires reading to back up lessons from the teacher. This means that
there should be reading materials-whose availability should be guaranteed by libraries
within the educational institution. The aim is to avoid the production of single-track-
minded students who have used the textbook of generations behind them and when the
teacher disappears from the scene they are at a loss what to do next.

When we 1alk of library, what readily comes 1o mind is a collection of books, especially,
when it has to be primary school library. However, a school library has been described by
Muogilim (1984) 1 as a “collection of wide variety of learning and teaching materials
which are housed in each school, centrally organised by staff professionally equipped to
administer for both teachers and students, services and activities which will support and
enrich the educational programme of that school”, Among the collection of Jearning and
teaching materials, one feels more comfortable talking about books in the, pnmary school
library than non-book materials, which are hardly available.

Aguolu (1975)2 considers books as essential in the life and development of the child.
They (books) are stimulus to his intelligence and imagination, an incentive to independent
thinking and a source of information and enjoyment. Books are .indispensable tools in
education and a child who has leamt to use and enjoy them is better able to continue his
studies when he ieaves, schoolii It -is in childhood lhal the use and enjoqunt of books
should be learnt.

THE ROLE OF THE LIBRARY IN PRIMARY EDUCATION:.

['he library seeks to fulfil certain objectives in all types of schools, thus:
* Participates effectively in the school programme as it tries to meet the needs of pupils,
teachers etc.

e Provides pupils with the most appropriate library materials and services.
Stimulates and, guides ‘pupils in-all phasesiqfitheir reading.

~Provides an opportunity through library: enpenme for children to develop hclpful
interest.
Works with teachers in the selection and use of all types of library materials which
contribute to the teaching programme. ,

\.

T he pnmary school librarian is. eha.rged wﬂh ﬂlo:f“POnmbl l:ty of introducing the puplls to
the arrangement of materials to get information. Williams (1979) made this responsibility
simple by dividing it into two section. The first section is “introducing the library”.
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This is intended for the librarian to explain the layout of the library and its methods of
classification. This section provides introductory exercises whose aim is to help pupils
understand such wopic as alphabetical order, referring to encyclopaedias and dictionaries,
the use of the contents and index of a book when looking for information, the
classification system and the uses and arrangement of the librarv catalogue.

The second gives further practice in referring to encyclopaedias non-fiction materials for
information. This is achieved through giving of library assignments. These assignments
are arraniged in order of difficulty, so that individual pupils may be given appropriate
research tasks e.g.

1. Where is
i. The Eiffel Tower?
ii. The White House?
ii. The Bridge of Signs?
2. What is the name of the capital city of
ii. Argentina?
ni. Brazil?
iv. Bulgaria?
v, Canada?
vi. Egypt
vii. Holland?
viii. Vii) Nigeria?

1 am convinced that the library has a vital role to play in all schools and some of the many
functions the school librarian can play have been enumerated by Gibbs (1985) S as:

a)  Course Planning and organisation

b) Resource provision

¢) Reading development

d) Development of research and information skills
¢) Liaison with external agencies

) In-service training

Pupils have to be made aware of their right to question and find out for themselves. They
might be introduce to the library in their first and sixth years, by means of o library
Jessons taught in English time. The library will be true resource centre and will contain
the whole range of resources - books, videos, tapes, computer softwares, and so on. The
library will be made so important that even if the school loses all its teachers learning
could still continue. The library will be run by a team of librarians who will also be
teachers, and the difference between teachers and librarians wifl be minimal.

30
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A good school library should make the following contributions to enhance the quality of
education in Nigeria.

a) Promote the development of reading skills and encourage long-term reading interest
habits. A student who learns to read does not automatically become a continuous
reader unless the habit is encouraged, with uninterrupted provision of interesting and
challenging materials.

b) Contribute to academic achievement in the school subjects,

¢) Increase students” chance of success in institutions of higher education, or other
professional pursuits,

d) Provide students with vocational information leading to the choice of suitable careers.

¢) Train students to study independently by providing a wide range of material for class
projects, individual reports and class assignments and :

f) Provide up-to date resources to meet the greatest challenge of education, the
explosion of knowledge.

All these contributions cannot be successfully achieved without planned interaction with
books, since libraries and education have one in common bond-books.

THE LIBRARY AS A LABORATORY

The classroom offers us somewhere to meet and teach. The leboratory enables the student
to find out for themselves, the truth of what they have learnt either from the 1eacher or
from a book. It is suggested here that the teacher should use library as a laboratory, an
extension of the classroom, Classroom teaching will then be reduced to the bearest
minimum of effective teaching and the students wili then use the library to build up their
bank of knowledge. This will eliminate spoon-feeding and prepare the students for the
tough requirements of higher education.

The importance of the school library can not be overemphasised. The National Policy of
Education (1981) 6 recognises the importance of the library at all levels of our education,
which is expressed in these words:

Libraries are one of the most important educational services. Every State
Ministry needs to provide funds for the establishment of libraries in all
our educational institutions and train librarians and library attendants for
this service.

For the primary school level, the National Policy on Education clearly states that in order
1o make it easier to carry out the primary school curricular activities, the Government will
provide junior libraries for primary school children. Larrick (1987) 7 has pointed out that
when children and books come together, reading is likely to begin. For the little ones i
may be picture reading, but it is reading. If there are many and attractive Looks, it
believed there is certainly going to be more reading. This suggests that the schoul
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librarian has the important task of finding materials that appeal to youngsters; therefore
such a librarian should be very knowledgeable in children’s literature.

A well-rounded education in primary school has been handicapped by the wadequacy o
absence of good library services to support the instructional programmes of the schools
to broaden the intellectual horizon of the students and to inculcate in them a lasting desir
to read, not only for vtilitarian purposes, but also for enjoyment and leisure.

THE SERVICES OF SCHOOL LIBRARIES

Popular oceasion in a primary school library include story hours. As much as it |
possible, these should be set up for various age groups. Since the primary school is th
foundation of.our educational system, it would not be a luxury to introduce radio
television and video programme in the school library programmes. Pupils will likely fe
closer to the library programmes. If they are introduced to the library early. Each pup
should be helped to locate adventure story books, biographies and information books.

Larrick (Ibid.}® has observed that students who make the best academic record in th
University are usually the ones who made use offlibrary in secondzry school. And 'th
secondary school students who use their library are those who develop the habit i
primary school. It:is no exaggeration 1o say that you need a good Yibeary 10 teach readin
I'he Nigerian child . needs. more books today thanever because he is more eiposed, Ther
is more 1o learn today -and so more booksand materials to supplement their textbool
with library books for good 'information, added pleasure and appreciation.

It provision of-the; Natianal Policy on Education were practically iuplemented, eve
primary school should have a library and a librarian to aid pupils * bortow book
individually, The librarian becomes the schools central source of information about book
and pupils’ reading interests. He will suggest books and other materials which teach
would recommend to their classes.

The main job of the school librarian is to advise children and teachers. But he should ols
know that parents need help. A very resourceful librarian would therefore, initate
camping to .tell parents about children’s books and their importance in the scho
programme. The librarian would arrange a book fair to display books for parents to s
and handle. During school hours, children would be given the opportunity to visit the fai
Then, they may invite parents after school. This gives the librarian 2 golden opportuni
to talk about books with the pupils-and find out areas of interest. Parents can buy Books
the fair for their children. In addition, printed book lists should be distributed by tl
librarian. \ 7. Vi 6

[T the school libraries will rise to the chaltenges of the' new system, they must stock a wi
variety of books andnon-book: materials. An understanding of the school library as-
instrument of education rests chiefly on a clear perception of the purpose and objectiv
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of the Nigerian edugation. One.major focus of educatioal poficy-in Nigeria hasd been the

ultimate, proyision of:. fomml,educmomtu.every child of school Roing age to ui last
primary. schoollevel, Lo i 0 :

The Iibfarian can address himself to individual and group needs of staff and students
While he can guide the reading interest and habit of the pupils, he can at the same time
search for a successful lesson. He can arrange talks on career guidance for students and
also show the inter-relationships of knowledge by organlsmg exhibitions, brain trusts,
debates and symposia. -

It.is unfortunate. that many of our primary schools have no library facilities as suggested
by the National Policy on Education:. Even where they exist; they are ‘grossly ma.dequate

Yet, no primary school teacher would deny the fact that the effective’ teaching of reudlhg
depends upon adequate library -facilities at all levels. Parents, teachérs and' librarians’
should mount pressure on the Government and other school proprictors to get good
libraries for prirary schools, Anation-wide concerted effort should be 'made to develop
an adequate library in every primary- school.. The longer parents, teachers and librarians
fail to make this demand on school owners, the longer we shall continue without ddequate
library facilities,. And 50 the longer. we will' continue to:cry about failing standards of
Education. How tan the standard rise when the foundation is faulty? ‘

There is a general misconception that a library is a luxury that can be dispensed with, or at
least, not worth worrying about. School administrators are seeptical about the utility of a
school library, or are not ‘convinced that it canimprove the quality of edacation given o
the pupils. The primary, sehool teachers see no value in such a library, as they believe that
the main aim -of primary education is teach the three Rs - reading writing and solving
arithmetic. A mast disappointing fact is the.argument privately held by the older people
that if they could make it in life:-without a schodl library, the present generation should
also make it without it: As an instrument of education, the school libfary can arouse the
pupils interest in reading and their love of it, enlarge their world out look and
understanding, it will also help to develop in the children a sense of social responsibility.
School library is the heart of the school, and so an integral part of it.

In Nigeria, it seems the most serious deterrent to school library service is lack of
recognition by some authorities including the university that is supposed to set the pace in
library recognition. Hence, most of the school libraries are manned by “teacher librarians”
or even cleaners, who generally have had no training in the bibliographic organisation of
knowledge, or even a basic instruction in book selection.

Since no demand is made on the Government for primary school libraries, successive
Nigerian Governments have often provided million of naira (or the consteuction of roads,
school buildings, airports, tourists centres, secretariats, and what -have-you. But there is
rarely enough money for good library service. Observation shows that libraries at the
primary school level are either woefully undemourished or not in existence. The picture
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in our school can change for. not better. | feel that the most suitable place to begin the
campaign is at the Parents Teachers Association meeting, Women organisations and
religious associations should also be made ware of the library needs in primary schools,
When most of these influential groups have been informed, the people will be prepared 10
campaign for funds to develop better library. services.

CONCLUSION

This paper has examined the primary school libraries and their roles or services in
enhancing primary education, as well as the place of the primary school library and its
relevance in the Nigerian educational system. From this examination, it can be said that
the slow development of school libraries in Nigeria is due to lack of funds, qualified
library staff, Government and public apathy towards libraries, the underdeveloped state of
the book - trade and publishing, and poor communication systems.

If we accept the book as an important tool in our educational system, then we need to
have someone produce the right one for the right purpose. The country is not short of
prospective authors who can write with the Nigerian child in mind Dikko (1982) called on
the Nigerian Book Development: Council to see to this, through organisation of seminars
and commissioning the right persons to carry out such an exercise. Having set up a
pipeline for the production of books, we need outlets to make them available to the
students.

The primary schoof is the germ or embryo from which ail the later specialisation must
develop, We must recognise in the primary school child the embryo farmer, food
technician, the embryo scientist, estate manager, physician etc. Given this fact, each State
Government should assign a specific percentage of its capital Education Budget to school
library development. More efforts should be geared towards the establishment of school
library service in States (as an arm of the State Library Service) with the assistunce of the
Federal Government.
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