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v i i 

ABSTRACT 

N i g e r i a got he r independence 37 y e a r s ago. She wi tnes sed 
s e r i e s of changes in terms of s o c i a l economic and p o l i t i c a l 
development which make Niger i ans become more and more aware of 
t h e i r s o c i a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and e x p e c t a t i o n s . 
T h i s awareness came as a r e s u l t of changes in government and 
p e o p l e ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n p o l i t i c s which g r e a t l y c o n t r i b u t e d 
to development and unders tand ing of p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s . 

In ordor to i n c r e a s e t h e l e v e l o f p o l i t i c a l awareness and 
development, every succeeding government in N i g e r i a has embarked 
on enl ightenment programmes to educate t h e masses (people ) 
on t h e i r t r a n s i t i o n programme. Some S o c i a l S t u d i e s c o n t e n t s l i k e 
l e a d e r s h i p , f o l l o w e r s h i p , r i g h t s and d u t i e s o f c i t i z e n s , e t c . 
exposed s t u d e n t s t o b a s i c s k i l l s , a t t i t u d e s v a l u e s , and 
knowledge t h a t w i l l make them a c t i v e c i t i z e n s . I t i s t h e 
c o n t e n t i o n of the r e s e a r c h e r t h a t the way peop le f e e l about 
p o l i t i c s i s very impor tant c o n s i d e r i n g t h e emphasis p l aced o n 
t h e p o l i t i c a l awareness among Niger ian c i t i z e n s . I t i s a l s o t h e 
con t en t i on o f t h e r e s e a r c h e r t h a t p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n should 
commence a t t h e g r a s s r o o t s l e v e l of t h e e d u c a t i o n a l sys tem. 
Th i s l e d t h e r e s e a r c h e r t o i n v e s t i g a t e p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n o f 
J u n i o r Secondary School I I I s t u d e n t s i n Kaduna S t a t e i n the t h r e e 
s e l e c t e d zones of Kaduna, Z a r i a and Lere . 

The s tudy was t h e r e f o r e conducted to achieve t h e f o l l o w i n g 
o b j e c t i v e s : 

(1) to examine the re la t ionsh ip between p o l i t i c a l o r i en ta t ion 
and p o l i t i c a l development of Junior Secondary School; 

(2) to determine whether or not p o l i t i c a l learning of s tudents 
d i f fers on account of gender differences; 

(3) to find out whether there is difference in p o l i t i c a l 
soc ia l i za t ion of students on account of the locat ion of 
t he i r school. 

To achieve t h i s purpose, the views of four hundred and f i f t y 
(450) s tudents randomly se lec ted from eighteen (18) secondary schools 
in Kaduna S ta te , were sou$it through a quest ionnaire . Out of these 
three hundred and seventy-seven (377) responded. The data col lec ted 
were s t a t i s t i c a l l y analysed by us i rg percentage (%) t - t e s t , and 
cor re la t ion . 

Throe hypotheses were formulated and tes ted . The major f indings 
of t h i s study showed t h a t there was re la t ionsh ip between p o l i t i c a l 
o r ien ta t ions and p o l i t i c a l development of the respondents. It was 
found that ru ra l and urljan loca t ion affected p o l i t i c a l 
soc ia l i za t ion of the respondents. It was also discovered t h a t the 
sex of the respondents had no s ign i f ican t ro le to play in the 
p o l i t i c a l soc ia l iza t ion of junior secondary school I I I s tudents in 
Kaduna Sta te . 




















































































































































































































































