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I feel, there is the need to preserve the rights of
the individual while safeguerding those of the communitye.
In quest for sacrifice, thec irdividual rather than the

community, should.

"ITmagination is more important than knowledge, For
knowlcdge is limited, whereas imagination embraces the
entire world, stimulating progress, giving birth to

evolution, "

Albert Einstein.
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A philosophical approach to culture, portrays it as the
nost successful, consgpicuous but need-not-be-written history
of mankind, It is better imagined than described beczupe of
the difficulty of reducing its complexities. Actually, any
2ttenpt at explaining culturc ond its processes through
historical times, tends to leave much more to be desircd tlan
what really comes to light. To the best f my knowludze ond
my coneceived 'culture—COncopt'1, no definition secms to de
completely satisfactory yet. But for the sake of understandins
some well-visualised human problems in achieving development,
som¢ cultural elements hccome so dofminant that certain defi-
nitions beccome inevitable,

As a case in point, the conceptual philosophy of this
thecsis warrants the following definition:

"Culture has two meanings (1) a certain style of living
with certain associated finde (or type of tools) and (2) o
stage of deveclopment in a group of peoples a certain stylc of
refinencnt in association with civilisation, which is the nark
that divides the civilised from the savage. Culture or civili-
sation therefore, is that whole which includes knowludrze,
belief, art, morals, law, customs and any other capabilitics

and habits acquired by man as & member of sociaty“z..

1« The hyphen and the inverted comnmas are mine.

2. From the dictionary of Sociology.
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The second aspect of the above dictates the thoeme of
my work. Therefore reducing tho scope to the most obvious
tanrible aspects of culture, spceial consideration will be
~iven to such things as artifacts, buildings, implcnents and
weaponry, and a little bit of masic and religion; so that
the diversity of its function which is mcre relevant than
the identity of its form, in research work, will ultimately
be cxploited.

Since our culture embodies directly or indir:ctly all
elements required for the satisfaction of our society's
needs, to consciously permit its decath or even degencratioun,
is a clear spelling of our doon. If we allow it to be dustro
by forces, whatever their naturc and sources, or cven if it
should continue to be terroriscd by them, then both us and our
period will pe considered as wisuscrs of cach other, and the
materials at our disposal.

"A thoroughly integratcd culture produces a narkcd ity
of feeling among its represcentatives. In any civilisation,
feeling continuyes to befiltercd through cvery activity ond
gituvation. in cnvironment whose chief aspects remain opaguc
to feeling, is as unsatisfying as onec which resists procticnl
or intellectual controll,

Sensing whet the precoedine paragraph is saying, gives
the idea bchind my ARCHITECTURE OF INTERVENTION. An attenpt

at an environment symbolic of reacce standing hetween the

{1+ By S. Gedion, from Time, Spacc and Architecturec,
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present two cultures in Bachama society - TRADITIONAL 'ND
THRISTL.AN CULTURES - struseling arainst each other. This
ARCHITECTURE, will hopefully control our cultural cvolution
to a more comprehensive sc-le, throush nrrovisions for
research work and perpetuation of our work of art.

I strongly believe that cveryhody accepts novelties in
Zood faith, cspecially when such prove favourable with
regard to future prospects., 1 don't believe the past should
be discarded because/aljent culturcs however good they may  /of
secemn. The past we know, the precsent we live with, but the
future is unpredictable. Nevertheless, the future could be
nodelled through the means of thc past and proscnt.

It is in this light as is now the case with the Bichana
Jociety, which is presently being torn between 'lestorn ind
indigenou, cultures through r:ligious camouf.,age, as stated
in the sccond preccding paragraph abovo,'that this work will
be exanined,

Development, according to my understanding, is the
addition of both old and new to produce better standard,
Mointaining the old only. leaves the situation unchanged and
replacing the old with the new 2lone, paves way for degencratic:
and possibly destruction, Thoerefore for the success of the

society both should be integrated for better,
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PREFACE

FFron the seasonal festivals which are geared towards
mtherin~ this pcople cvery year, their custons and trodi-
tions, and such works nf art as pot-naking, calabashedccorc.-
tion, metal works, cte, charactceristic of this people, sone
reoflection on the richness of their past could be scen, HNost
of thesc things were successfully honded down to ag far as
two nsunerations before ours, However with the coming of
Christianity which the peeple scermingly unaninously 2cecepted
~8 their new religion, therce arosc some arcas of conflict
cspecially with regérd to their cultural background - the
whitenan saw all art connccted with traditional ways as bad
and thercefore started very strongly to launch canpaigns
arainst it. Sone of the ethics which characteriscd the
srnooth organisation of the day-to-day 1ife, were despiscd
luspite their non-ritualistic content and forn,

This “pproach continucd successfully for a while bocctuse
the carly indigcnous Christians, who were encouraged to live
in isolated quarters from the 'heathens', even becanc worst
encnies of their peoplebart. But the conplete rejeetion of
one's past -nd even prescnt, in sore cases, soon becane nani--
fested, BSome of these people who considered virtually all
festivals 2and their likes, as taboos, could not stand the
test of tine - sone esne back full fledge, while auite a
nunber strujgled to belons to both. ind this consequently
caused divisions within the society. Ultinately, virtually
all except sonme conservatives, have realiged the impossibility

of a conplete drop of some vital cultural clenents.



(xvii)

Thig led to anothor conflict - the harronisation of the
new ways with the old ones for the good of both sides. In
short the nccegsity for a corpromise. is ¢ matter of fract,
the Church is losing ground fast not becausc people leave it
to return to the old way but tnat free thinkers arc daily
on the inerease, so nuch so thet 2 new equilibriun bLetween
the two religion will be difficult to come by irmediotely.

I an of the opinion that the cquilibriun=-constant favours
Christianity since it is proesunably the stronger of the two
and possibly 2 source of light to nost peoplec.

As o now, nost people have dropped their trade - fornorly
children uscd to inherit their foathors - najority of our
artifacts are seriously deninishing snd so disappearing, ~nd
cven the lanmuage is beconing so contaminated and rcemote that
the upconiing children find it casily to speak Hausa than their
nother tongue = very prorinent in Numan area,

4 onc-sided effort Ly thu Church which seens to be more
scnsitive to these »roblips now, is said to be under considera--
tion.

It is in this light th2at 2 cultural centre gearcd towards
preserving, purifying, developing and harmoniging the two
cultures, and then educating the sceilety, is envisaged, It is
supposed to house artifacts fron the arcas that presently
cxist on the -« said nigration route of this pcoplec in Gon/ola
State and from places where sindlarities can be deduccd fron
21l oveor the Federation. It8 nain historical rescarch work
will bo dirceted towards verifying the Jokoto-origin clain,

Research on the prescent will be hased on languose deve-
lopment endl religicus intesration, whilc that towards the future
will consiler production of better inmplements and introdueticon

of nmedern machinery for the boost of traditional arts and craft

=@ %
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Artistes from 2ll over the Federation will be encouraged
to make maximum usc of this Centrc. But experiments on the
gocio-cultural problems will stron/ly refleet on its imicdiat.
cnvironse.

It is my sincerc believe that a forur of this typc that
warrants the performance of festivalas in sheir natural gsotiine
the maintenance and exhibition of “rits and crafts, could cnabl
the youth to proudly take up the respcective trades of their

fore=fathers and also gencrate a noy coh rent socicty.
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CHAPTER O

SR __ONE_
THE _PHOPLE

-

© OMENCLATURE

The nane Bachama today, rcprescnts a heterogencous tiribe,
comprising farmers, fishcers and hunters who inhabit both bonks
of the %onve river, starting fron its confluencce with the
Cfenyrola river at Numan to as far down as seventy five kilo-
neters (75 Kn) downstrean with territorial width voaryving
hetweon five kilometcrs (5 Kn) and twenty-six kilometers (26 inm)
"hey belicve to be part of & larger group of peopls forrlly
~oforring to thomselves as Bwatiyc which was lnter divided
duec to chiceftainey disputes. The fraction which crossed the
lcnue beeane the present Bachama while those left behind are
conmonly known as the Batta today. Bxcept for the differences
in accent, virtusally everything 2bout these tribes is the same.
«n approxinate estirmate will qmive 20,000 28 a reasonable figurc
‘or the Bachama people,

Right from the time of scparation, the Bachama started
referring to themselves as 'Bwarci! meaning the people,
(Bwara, nale singular; Bwarato, femele singular; and Bwara, is
thoir land). Bricefly, this terminology which mcans a complete
hunan being, strongly distinguishes them, from other pcople
whon thoy collectively term 'Jikwasome! (people of diffuront
10ther tonguc) .

Bachama initially (and locally still) is the nanc of
the traditional headquarters of the King (Hommun) whioh is
2bout thirty-nine kilometers (39 IIm) north of Numan, This
nane which originated from Matiyavume (founder of the royal

= A i



clang) litcrally means collecting from other places, rron
its foundation up to 1922 when lLion., Mbi {the Hapma Bachano
between 1921 and 1941) deecided to nove his headquartors to
Human, it remained the King's seat.

It could be claimed that the importance Bwarci attach
to theoir hone-villages, could be responsible for the dirivi-
tion of thc present name 'Bachana' for the whols tribe,
Becausc the British, who gave this name, wore only closc to
the chiefs, and since nost people near the chief at tny tinc
were always the members of his c¢lan and therefore paople froxo
Jachama village, the name of Bachama became dorminant with
respect to the remainine villages, Hence the use of this
nane in describing the pecople, and this ultimately achicved
the dincnsion of a tribal n~me,

Yhat used to be Bachama {(2nd loce2lly sti’l) is now callc!
Lamurde, & derivation fror the Fulani langu2ge meaning, the
King's hone,

BRIGF HISTORY

This pcople have @& not-quite=strong oral history tlot
flinsily attributed their origin to the. Nile valley “nd
fairly well remembers Jokoto as one ¢f the points where thoy
settled for a long tinc before proceeding to their preoent
location through such placces as whot is now Kano eand Jiue 4
complecte acceptability of this singlc version is gquestionoble
despite sonc few supporting points - Christian clements in
their religious practices and the present position of their
location, & riyer valley, could both bec associatcecd to the
lMile valley clain while their rclationship with the Gobirawa
of Sokoto area justifies the Sokoto settlement. Veither will
conplete rcjection ke tenable since historically all these

novernents were peaceful ones in such of better areas, And what
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is oven more, the africen concopt of time is such that whot
happened S0 nany years 2go, Soons to be very closc in tinme
becausc of oral transnission. But if there was a casc of
cjeetion cither by war or otherwise, there night, probably,
been 1nndnorks or artifects left behind to attest to this day

As o hypothesis, if the Bachama could peacefully cvacuntoe
the Benue valley today, after some hyndred years or so, therce
aould be no traces of thoir being thore, Neither their archi-
tcoturc nor the moterial that could probably be left behind,
would stand the test of time., But if some force or war guts
them out of the arca, the possibility of taking 2long all
implemcnte could be very slin. The destructive nature of
+hat force notwithstanding therefere, sone artifacts could
still be found after sone years to witness their one-tine
presence ~n that area. Frobahly a snall sca’e archeologsic 1
research in the Sokoto region could prove them right.
LOCATION:

The orea occupied by this pcople in the Benue valley
today 1lics between longitudes 11° 35! and 12° 15' east ond
1atitude 9° 18' and 9° 35! north. But the othor twin tribe

- the Batta coxtonds as far 28 near Garua in the Cancroons,

GBO-CLIMLTIC FACTORS:

The TJenue which is joincd by the Gongola at Nunan, flows
throush & rift valley filled with scdiments of cretacious age
T™e lowlznd of its upper part is aparsely wooded Guinea Savarr
Jith the cxcuption of n few loamy &reas, the soil is /renerally
1-teritic.

This area has an aversge roinfall of 1000rm which varics
betwoen Omm and 200mm in Septomber, The rainy season gtorts
around Mcrch and lasts through nid-October., While the ary

season occupies the remaining part of the year.
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The relative humidity ran~es hotween 95% in Septenber
xnd 50% in Februvary. Doily tenpercture reaches a mean heisht
of 105°%F .

Two major distinguished winds are charucteristic of thics
areas the south-west rain bearing winds and the north-cost
harmattan bringing winds, There arc also local westerlices
taat predorminate between February and April. The bricf
period of these winds, is one of the most uncomfortable tincs
in this arca,

Durins the harpattan night tenperatures descend beleow 5577
-~ daily tunperature change of 50°F is not uncommone Then tho
harmattan stops in late Febrmiary, the ninimun tenperatwre
averages no less than 75°F for the duration of the dry scason.
Throughout the rainy sez2son ninimun temperature averares in
the low 70's.

SOCIAL CL.3UIFICATION:

Broadly, the Bacham2a can he classified as royals and
non-royals, Further breaking of the non-royals pives cuch
sroups as the Jeke (the king-nakers who live 2t Hadiyo nenr
Ianurde), the Kule - blacksmiths charged with netalwork -nd a
fow others charged with the custody of the people's relisgion
in various parts of the land. Therce are few other sroupe also
that trace their ancestry to the ncighbouring tribes such os
Mbula. Collectively all the non-reoyals arc called Kabe, uxco
for the fact that non-~royals constitute a non-ruling group, thic
classification hag no social inplications whatsocver,

A8 alrcady stated above this people are generally fishornos
farmers snd hunters (both land and water). But with the coni:
of modern opportunitics, very many young nen joined the amed
forces, cymbolising the warrior-nature of this people.s L sub-

stantive nunber also earng living as administrators in the

. B



Civil scrvicca.

RELIGION .J'D IRACTICE:

"The place of religion nust be considered in the schorce
of culturc as a complex satisfaction of a highly derived noecds
Recligion is not born out of speculations or reflecticn, still
less out of nmisapprchension or illusicn, but rather out of
real tragedies . of human 1life, out of the conflict between hun -
rlans ~nd realities. The existence of Btrong rersonal nttach-
nent and the fect of death, which of all humai events is the
nost upsetting and disorgonising of man's ea’culations. ore
perhaps the mein sources of religious belief:. /nd to boliof
in human innortality we could rishtly attridbiwbe ancesreor

worship“1.

Despite the fact that the n2jor deiticer of the Lichana
are belie 2d to be human beins s (culture he ¢ :8) who lived
in the beginning, they do not worship thei: anecsior:, Dbut
the belief in human immoriclity is virtusl y in the ploed of
gvery Bachama man, J4nd indeed the sinilar ties betwaecn the
Bachana rcligious practices and those of ‘hristians orc sueh
that requirc a concrete definition so as 5o cnable us opvrecis
the esscnce of conscrving sonc of the tr divional clenents.,
And also considering the faet that this cople rrgord their
religion very scriocusly so nuch so that certain 28peets c¢vla

be considercd ns ways of life now.







Fron the encyclopaedia of social science we have the
followingz:

"Religion is the state of life bound by monastic vows,
.ction or conduct indicating 2 "ulief in, rcrerence for, and
lusire to please, a divine ruling powere the exercise or
practice of rites or observances implying this .

Recognition on the part of man of some higher unscen
nower 28 having control over his destiny and as bein~ cntitled
to obedienee, reverence and worship; the general mental nd
rortal attitude resulting frorm this belief with reference to
its effect on the individual or the cormunity; personal or
sonerel acceptance of this fecling as a standard of spiritunl
or practical life., Devotion to sonce principles; strict fide-
lity of foithfulness; consciousness, pious affection or attoch-
nent®.

The above clearly brings to light what this scetion wvould
have attenpted doing but considering the satisfaction of the
nbove, the philosophy of Bachama rcligion will not be treated
wny lonmer rather the procedurcs and festivals will bo discuse

IMPORTANCS CF RELIGION:?

The Bechama and Batta appear to differ considerably from
the other neighbouring tribes in the genceral character of
their religious ideas., They strongly believe in a remote
sky God, Pwa or Homun Pwa, thc Lord of the sky heavens, Thoy
neither associate Hin with the sun nor do they perfora ritos
to the to the sun., In this system, Honun Pwa isstronsly belicy
to direct the ordering of the universe although He is not
worshipped - He has necither shrinc nor priests. He is only
approtched through the major deities, 'Pule Kpankpanyc! which
are belioved to be deified culsurc heroes who lived durins the

tine of the beginning.

1+ This infomation was mainly from Ainsley L, Dallifs
Dessertation (M. Phil.).



Five of these deities arc the children of Vunnon wiose
death ie cormenorated cvery May at Fare, a village aboul 10 kn
on the eagt of Numan along Yola rofdd. The youngest of these
known as Nzoanzo (the boy who is not a boy) has his sl rine
at Faral and indeed it is hore that worshippers comenorete
his mother's death, With regord to this thesis, he could hbe
termed the most inportant beezuse the three major tribes
around, nanely Bachama, Batta and Mbula pay the sane alloesicuc.o
to hin, He is reported to have taurht the people their arts
of huntings, blacksnithing, witch-finding, herbal curing as
well 28 how to use the canocs,

There are female deitivs tlso, which are worshipped Ly
2 handful of people fron their irmediate localities. They
seen to have been overshadowed by their male counterparts
becaugse of the lower status of the fenale scx in this socioty.

Prior to the arrival of thoe missionarices almost cvery
adult in the society was said to have participated in tlc
worship of at least one of the major deities. The slishtost
nmisfortunz, for example, illness, crop failure etc, wos
sufficicnt to warrant a visit to whichever shrince the suffercr
thinks could solve the problen. At this tine, belicve in Hon
Pwa, God, wos intact and therc wns also high standard of disci-
pline,

THE MISSIONART BY:

Before the nrdvent of the missionaries, Makwada, the sroent.
Bachama warrior, wzs said %o have prophesised the cening of
the whitcnan from the west with a nessage about God ilnishty.
This was just before he lost his life in 2 battle.

This prophesised arrival, becane real in 1913, and Dr, MNi.
Bronnun, <« Danish nissicnary, who was later joincd by sonc

others, wos known to be the first to have reached Numon. This

-0



contact was the beginning of an important era in the relizious
1ife of the Bachapa pcople. It not only weaken their atinch-
rient to their usual relimious practices but also gre2tly intro-
luced a change in the everyday life,

The 2Roman Catholie arrived in this 2rea in 1945 and 2
village nomed Bare, some 10 kn north of Numan was their first
hage,

Before the missionarics, were the British who werv nore
intcerested in government than the future of the people, Lo
the introduction of western cducation and medical scorvices
aore acercdited to the missionurics., Unlike the British, the
issionarics applied no brutal force, thercfore thoy were
~ore welconed, and what is c¢ven nore, the good idea they hrought
~ their rcligious ideas which were sinilar 4n many ways to thosc
of the peodle. VWhile the traditional practices 2llowed the
indircct worship of the Alnighty God through 'Pule Kpankponyc!,
(the major deities), the Christian ideas introduccd o dircet
contact with God through a ncediator, Lord Jesus Christ. The
sinilaritice the people discovered in these two rcligiona could
be¢ the reason for the almost unaninous acceptance of Christianit:-

The Christian influence on our architecture will be discusc

2t a later chapter, vhen the design is considered,

JIH. (D THE BACH!

Islan, which this puople beligved, was rejected by their
ncestors cven before Dan Fodio launched his jihad in the Jokoto
rea, wes again tried to be reintroduced by the Yola Fulanis in
the Bachana present location. Since they considered, and still
welicve it to be a religion of captives they were then preparcd
to resist it to the last man., .ftor scrics of unsuccessful was
canmpaigns by the Fulanis during their loeal jikad, they finally
cbandoned the idea in Bachama land, .nd so to this day, dcori®¥



thelr cocxistence with moslems, thev still do not believe in
Islam -~ a Bachama is either a Christian or he raintoins the
traditional religious practiccen, The Hauses who 2re the
najority muslims in this arca, werec said to have causg o
confusion which led te the killing of pany neslins and Jdos-

truction of several nosques.
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ARADITIONS:

Personally I connider traditions to be the most lively
aspects of culture since they ~lways conform with the people's
present stage of develomment and yet richly refleect the old
wzys8 of life, Traditions throush careful retention of the
old, provide the forum for present iustructions to build the
future, They are the stamp that offers identity for a ertil
cular group of people and thercfore csteblish the means of
ascertaining future generations,.

Amongst the Bachama, tradicione are maintained through
songs, folktales and festivals. JSomc gifted persons composc
songs about some inportant events waich are passed from gene—
rotion to generation. A whole vward, nd sometimes @ village
#athers in its square to be instrucicd by some of its rcnowned
composers just before any important occagsion. During such
occasgions, people are copportuncd to learn about the past and
probably certain unnoticed present occurrences. Since songs
vhen learnt, last very long in pcople's memories, the 3achama
consider and therefore attach pgreat importance to them. There
are crtegories of songs throush which the society, is usually
taurtht - some known 28 Dyemshl Byalato, are only known to the
composers and & few verv close associ tes of theirs, the Dyemshi
Vrato usually recited at the end of some Testivals such as
wrestling, which are ritualistic, are known only to specific
rwoup of persons and are only passed down patrilineally. They
«re generally the property of the society but are strictly
confined to the people that maintzin their custody.

Folktales, which embrace meny funny and cunny characters,

are generally learned by everyonc for the instruction of the
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vouth. TI 3y talk of great pecple that existel in the past
which have now bhecome deities. Despite the fact that most
people are guite familiar with these tales, some persons

so specialised that virtually all the people in 2 village
sometimes gather round them to hezr thom narrate the stories.

FaSTIVALS:!

48 far ag festivals are concernced, they deal virtually
with the whole tribe. llost Bachoma rituals and indced festiwvel:
deal with two basic things -~ the fertility of the soil and that
of the woman., They don't only provide opportunity for distant
relatives to meet, but also for now relationship to be establi-
shede Nearly all deities have fcstivals associated with them ar-
rttached to this, is some part of the historical past of the
neople., Strictly as pointed out above, the reciting of thesec
statements, are meant for the instruction of the wholec tribe,
but no matter how rood one could have memorised parts of this
itories, he would not be free to reccite if hec is not one of
‘hose charged with doing so., 3ven if he is, if it is not his
urn as far as the traditions 2are concerned, he should not in
ny way, recite them carelessly. TFor passing down such respon-

bilities as these, despite the fact that patrilincage stands
ms as the major criterion, &gc subordinates it equally well.

Ritual ceremonies, apart from bheing records, also serve

cxplanation of natural phenomena, They are important not

- for the survival of the pcople but alaq‘for their status
and their social organisation. They are generally recognl
¢ form of performing certain ccremonies growing out of the

sxperience ¢’ the people.

gt of this :nformation is from the work of Messrs 0. Tai;
%i'on and M. Masobi.
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Such Cestivals as Vayato, Joto, Vunnon anl Kwete, have
both social - wrestling,and religious functions, Vunnon, whick
is performed at Farai, has in addition some commercial aspects
and in fact it provides the only Bachame traditional market.

With the coming of Christicnity, the spiritual aspect
of the festivals, is declining fast. liost participants are
n~inly spectators now with just a fow wrestlers, that go to
enjoy the entertainment and socinl aspect only. This clearly
shows that the festivals arc fastly moving towards entertainmert
smther than the religious adhercnce. The beauty obscrved at
these festivals refleoets a highly artistie imagination fully
using the resources of the culture - incorperation of dance,
music 2nd poetry.
DCONCMY AND ART “ORK:

Despite the fact that the Bachama socicty is stronsly sgear.
towards asriculture, hunting (both water and land now abolish.d
by the government), and fishing, somc works of art still featur:
very well., The Kule (Blacksmiths) who handle the entire metal
works, producc such implements as hoos, cutlasses, arrows and
spears for wars and hunting, whilc curvers design and make the
handles for nost of them. Shafts, fishtraps and nests arc mado
by craftsmen. Most of these which arc done by mcen, arc fastly
on the deeline but as for such things as pot-making, calabasl-
decoration which are mainly funale jobas, thore seems te be grad
progress. Woeaving which was traditionally imported, is now nc
dead but there is still very fow weavers and dycrs.

RISIDINTIAL GROUPING:

Like works of arts which arc ncarly all transmitted parttr:
linecally, residential groupings follow the same pattern, In
avery settlement, the Bachama group thomselves according to t) o

male ancestor, just in the samc manner as they do during huntin
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when such animals as lions or lecopards, Gppeer. Defence is the
-ajor reason for this sort of srouping. According to the Baclw
a person is morc safeguarded in the presence of his patrilineal
members., These small groups which could be termed ncishbourhoo!
on small scale, have 2lnecst ot their centre an open-Space
which is usu2lly multifunctional - but prominent arongz the

functions are the village festivals cnd song lessonse.



CULTURE~CONCEPTUAL AFPHOACH AND THE NBW SOCIAL
Q.1DER

The stage of developmuent coupled with complexity allow
the classification of culture under these two headings (1)
Unselfconscious culturc - dealing with the less developal “nd
pretty simple cultures. (2) 3clfconscious culture - dealinges
with hizhly develeoped and and nore sophisticated culturcs.

Vicewins the above architceturally, the unsclfconsclous
situation repruscnts a ease whereby "the process which shapes
the form is o conmplox two-dimentional interection between the
context and the form in the world itsclf, The hunan hein~ is
only precscent as an agent in this proccss. He reacts to misfito
by changines theong but is unlikely to impose any desisn concede
tion on the fom"!, For cxanple, the Buchame round hut which
nged to bhe part of the bride price, was so perfectcd that no
one attonptcd nodifying it for eny re~son hoc iuse there wos
virtnally no nisafit any rore 2s far as the people were concern
and since thoere are already finished round huts around, whincev
a bridegroon was to construct one for his in-laws, the possi i-
lity of nisconception is very slim, This goes to explain vhy
alnost everyone was a sufficicent architect for this purpose.
3ven if a Bachana gets marricd and then cones to handle his
housing, his orientation still ronains towards the balance of
nodel, noterials and users - usually hinself ond fanily. In
such a closed traditional society, the unselfconsciocusness
rerarding design and the cultural syston of which he is poart,
becones norc conspicuous. They are all architects for an wi-

certain future.

1. PFrom Christopher Alexander's Notes on Synthesis of Form.



But the sclfconscious lesismer works cntirely from the
piecturc in his nind, and this picturec is almost tlways urons
or at least very differont fron what somcone clse my have,

With the transformation of his society under the pressure:
of nodernisaticn, the stable cquilibriun within the systen is
lost and most processes arc tondine towsrds selfconsciocusness,
so much so that the dynamics of sccizl chanse are Heconing
nmore disruptive of the equilibrium stote of culture and sceirl
structurc,

Thercefore considering their survival in the past despitc
all pressurcs, to be bascd on cultural affinity, it becomes
very obvious that letting things toke any form will be very
disasterous. Preservation, purification and developnent, orco
wvithout qucstion very vitale. The present stage as nov cxists
will not only take time but also lead to a greator degree of
Cogeneration before & lasting equilibriun could be comc Ly
Through cengideration of the problensg as they exist, rescirch
work with the ain of obtaining lasting solutions for o hetter
socicty 2and organised goneral public enlightennent, will o
alon~ way to foster better undorstanding which will pave woy
for establishing within a short tine (or at least so envisasc)
the idenl typc of social systen,

The present confusing social reoctions within the systenr
offers 2 gocd possibility of exploitation, The ultinrte gonl
is the integration of the two systens to make the whole, The
0ld should therefore be forced towards the new with subtroctions
and additions where necessary ond thereby arrivinzg at what is

required,



CHAPTAR THRER

NUMAN L.G. _REA

The Nunan Local Governnent area which cornrises the
Zachama, Batta and Mbula districts lics between latitude 99 20°
and 9° 35' north and longitudcs 11° 40' and 12° 30' last., It
wvas formally part of Nunen Division out of which was curve!
Guyuk Locl Governnent during thie reccent Local Govt. refors.
Iainly this arca is 2 picturcsque plain that oceupics the Luuce
vlley nost of which is liable to flooding during the rniny
seagon, fith the exception of Batta listrict, nost of helh
Bachanma and tibula districts ore always overflooded wvery yoiits

G I0GR.APHY ¢

LAND:

The northern boundary with Bauchi State is clearly noarkeld
hy 2 ran~e of nountains. There are also hirhlands on the cster
and southern parts but ranges of inportance arc found in Zince
Loeal Govt, crea, The flatness is sometimes broken by sone
icolbargs which were bhelieved to e 2ctive voleanoes lons 270 =
Creta lake on the Genen icelberg- ~nd some unexpected high
srounds which could be termed the remnants of terribly eroduc
stone surfaces.

TOPOGRAPEY &

Various types of soils abound, Thosc near the river onl
are nainly alluvial soils caused by the river depositicons.
ly all the wvillages are locaéited near the black loany soils
because of their good fertility and their nice farnming possi -
litics, Most of sandy soils which are alsc as a result of
rain and wind crosions of the highloands arc found very clogoc

thesc high —reas.
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VEGETATION

This is a Guinca 3Javannah type with few gcattered vorictic
of trees 'nd shrubs 2ll over the place. The thorny gun eralic
types arc mainly found in the loancy faming soils while such
cnes as the baobab can be spotted on various locations on the
sandy scdincntary scils. Generally the whole area is 2ry and
bare in the dry season execcpt arocund the swanpy areas where
sone greens are found all the vear round. But during the
raing, t2ll ~ragses between one and two metres suddenly srow
nd cover the whole area,

Towards the lower part of the Tonue, virtuslly 211 the
nlaces are flocded cvery year -nd conseguently there are nany
fishing ponds. Veriety of fish abound in thesc¢ ponds hence
the inportance of fishing as one of the m2ajor occupations.

Mogt of the thickly wooded areas throughout this place,
used tofhunting grounds but with dcpopularisation of thie [he
event by the zovernment, and the drastic reduction in the will-
life, such placces started to becone farnlands.

COMMUNIC..TION:

With thc oxception of major roads that link Nunan ond ot
local governnent areas, comnunication within this aren is very
poor. There are dry-season roads that connect ncarly zll Shc
villages with Nunan and they function quite well, Tut wi'h
the setting in of the rains, the poor nature of the soils cou;
with the flooding reaches of the Benue and Gongola, nost arooc
becone inaccessible by road., Water transportation is cffcectiv
hoth in the roiny and 4ry seasons.

Ag for cormunication media, the Bachama -nd Hausa arc
proninent arionzst the people, The slight differencc in Batta

language does not stop its use.
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THE P3OPL; 10 POFULATION:

In addition to the threc nojor tribes - Bachanma, Botta
end Mbula, thcre are several other ethnic sroups., Theroe is
A substantive nunber of settled Hausa and Fulani, In the
Tchana localities are found the 3re, Mona, Flrel, Bandawzo
and Kwa pcople, while the Bille and Bali are found in Batta
iistrict. The Mbula district is slightly more homogenous
but such people 28 the Gwanpa exist. Virtually 211 these
peoples, throuzh constant and sccial interactions such 2s
narriage and cormerce, have .1 -est the sone cultural buck-
sround now.,

Using the 1976 population figures this area could be
cstinated to be around 215,428 pcople and thercfore seventh
ropulous Leecal Govt, arca in Gongola State.

JCONOMY ¢

igriculture is generally practisced/the wholc of this Lin
arecas Fishing is yory popular with all the groups that live
near the rivers but hunting which is seriously on the dzelinc,
is still wcll organisced anong the Bille pecople on & renarkablce
scale.

fnon~ the places of intercst that may attract pcople ot

with its Kwete, Buradwou and Mbalte festivals, together with
shrines ind historical nonuments. UWrestling festivals take
place 2t Bolki, Gyawana, Imburu and Numan undcr different
titles 2t different months., The nost inportant is the Farci
festival cvery May, Nearly 211 the people of this are= converno

there for cither social or spiritual reasons.
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NUMAN TOUN
HISTORIC..L B..ChGROUND:

HODI JBN the first name owver given to the originzl seitlio-
nient in the former position of Nuaen, indicates that the founlws
£ this villase were Jengo people, wecording te some Bochont
legends, thesce people were said to have fled this arce whon tucs
heard the sownd of the Bachema clephant tasks, &s they aoproic!
the vill~ e in an attompt to cross the Bonue during the scpira
tion timc. Thoeir naturce of movement which warrantod leoving of
acne peoplc behind coupled with lator doemnnds by the NDyowodi
Imbaru, that o helper be stationcd across the river for hin,
led to the cstablishnent of 'Womwe'!' neaning 2 peak, the founla.
tion of nodcrn Funan,

This town the lattest of ~11 Bachamn scttlerents could be
32id to hove started around 1911 when Hon, Kpafrato 1910-1921
thousht it wise to locr~te assistance in the crossing of the Job
by NDyewodi Imduru =t that point, This wes done in orloer to
¢ase commmunication between Iorurde md Farei, (The two B3ochrna
festival and shrine headgquarters). The Ndyewodye who considerc?
it 2 burden to cross the 'Jeke' and 'Turai' and then continuvd
to Farai, rcqucst the chief to hclp hin., The chief ther.forc
ordered the Kpakonbi Ngbakowo! to scttle in Numan for the porfor
nonee of that dutye Egtablished 'Nonmwe' continued on the rock
opposite the conflucnce of Benuc and Gongola until the ritish
adninistrators order its rcemoval to its prescent loentione In
fact this narked the bheginning of the modeorn settloncnt - 'unen
as called by the British - and this scencd to have been plinncd
rircht from the borinning. Ro2ds run in the east-west rnd north-

south dircction forming a checkered hoard systen.



This town whose stratesic pesition made it 2ttroctive to
various class of people has suwdenly grown to the size of &iouv
20,000 while still under 10 sg. kn.

Presently the town lics between twoe twin hills of fhe siuu
rock material, which are about 6 kn apert. The southcern hish
area pronounces & trough which would be said to be part of the
Renue course in the carly tines. This which is ncvw been coverc!
hy claycy scdinentary soills, gives risc to good fgricultural 1rn
"he averase height can e put ot 152.4nm above gea level,

13 BENUS-GONGOL! CONPLUINCE:

The Benue, which rounds the pronmontory that used o be the
original village, before its confluence with the Gongolan flows
in 2an east-wost direetion 2lons the northern part of the town.
This pronontory vrovides <00l sighting position in all direc--
tions = leoking north, the month ¢f the Gongola is seen, ond
into the south, 2 big lowland that nerges into 2 hisher ~roun?
wfter about 6 kn, directly westwards ~ives the view ¢f some
parts of the town, and eastly, the Benpe is seen approaching wi’
sone Mbula villages at its background.

MICROCLIMATIC CONDITIONS:

Discussing this, is very cssential for design purposcs;
gince the town is growing 2t o fast rate and the increinsed
congestion ie aver creating spocial local clinmatic ¢ffccts.

The niecroclinate of this arca is not very pleasant prrticu
larly between Pebruary and april when the said wneonfortable
westerlies, Jdiscussed carlicer, arc dorminant. Max, rodiction
is obtaincd between NHovemher ond April while max. saturation
is bhetween ‘uzust and September. Generally specking this is
a hot-hunid orea with dusty winds blewing in nost of the dry

seagon,
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THE M.RKWT - SCONOMY:

Numan town which is presently the scat of the Local Govi,

adninistration, has 2 very large nmarket that has clrnoat “ccone
inconsistint in servings the town end its immediate cenvirons,
. new onc which is being sitced near this proposced cultural
centre will possibly continuce to function in nearly thoe su.c
lines as the - 1ld except for thce peak day which mirht nct be
Friday for the new market.

The Ferry crossing at Nuran bas suddenly beeorme incdequste
with the incrense in volurme of traffic since the crention of
of Gongola State because this route seems to he the major suter .
to nost of the Federation from Goneola St te. This situation
therefore called for & bridee across the river ond it is “lmeat
rretting to the finishing staoge,
S50CI0-CULTUIL.L BCOLOGY :

apart from being an administrative headquarters, Nw:ian ls
serves vary well in harbourings schools; nany prinery ond scceond
schools, with two Tecachers' collceges and a Staff Training Contr.
4ll thesz go to show tha cessence for such a centre whieh will

supplencnt sonc of the acadenmei facilities within this -rie,
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CHAPTIR _FOUR
THT GENTRE

TOW RDS N  CEITECTURE OF INTIRVENITTON:

The nissioneries who intrcecliuceld hostilities to most traldl
tionul works of art, left behind even greater resistance to
cultural revival through their notive ministers, 3ut their
weatern ecducation brougsht about the cwareness to esscnce of
prescrving our cultural heritage and the discoveries of the
inpoet of culture on humen develepnont.

INTIRVINTION:

Thorcfore having accepted a now religion that is cnbodicenh
in western culture, the difficulty of belonging to the two
simultancously soon becanc nanifested in some people, .8
onrlier statcd in the synopsis, the complcte adoption of
the new w: shout the old beeanc equally as tovth as droppin:
the old for the new. It thercfore becomes necessary to bloend
the two tosether for the betterment of the socicty. Such o
hybridisins forum bhrings in the idea of intervention as it
stands between the said-warring facticns, This intervention
could be turnmed as a fester process cof acculturation through
rigorous learning =nd practice.

MOTIVLTION:

The fast depreciation of our socicety because of the
cxistence of two opposing culturcs, is the notivating ileo
beghind this thesis. The problen se nade itself plain that
A mere thousht about a sccialising centre indicates a big
step towards its solytion. fonctines negligence of sinple
things paves way to greater problems. The wise say, a twitch

in time soves nines
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LIMS (ND GO.LS:

With mgically cultural integration in mind, 2nd consi-

dering the necessity to produce fast and practical results,

the following stand out as the ains and goals of the Seatru.

(1) To inconcrate the people's culture into the christimn
religiocus system.

(2) To lirmify the cultural heritage so thet the youth will
accept and promote it with pride.

(3} To provilc 2 forun for cultural preservation.

(4) To provide a forum for culturtl refinement and develepment

(5) To exploit the part of culturc in technological developncy

GO.LLS:

(=) To provide a4 design method thot suits the area's terrific
nicroclimatic conditions,

{b) To obtain a fitting found-tion type for the unstable soil
of this particular area.

(e) To fusc most of the Bachana festival into a single whole.

(d) To ninimise unenploynent 2nd underdevelopment by providin
self-sustaining professions.

(e¢) 1To gear the culture towards nodern developnent.

(f) To publicise the inportance of cultural heritagc.

(#) To cncourage nmeaningful leisure by providing a suitable
environnont.

PHILOSOYHY :

The inportance of patrilineage to the Bachama is clenriy
synbolised in the scttlement groupings. .11 that could bhe
termed neiszhbourhoods comprise usunrlly of people claining the
same ancestor, /11 such neighbourhoods that constitute a
village 2l ays follow the patt :rn of arrangem nts that leaves

an open=-space right wvithin their centr2al portion for communal
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purposes, such as festivals or burial ceremonies, This method
is so satisfactory to every Bachama that once within such
arrangements, he feels well scecured,

The planning of the Centre therefore is to assume the
same pattern, for simplicity and psychological interpretation
by the people.

UNSSLFCONSCIOUS AND SSLFCONSCIOUS CULTURES:

Being one of the less developed cultures, its unselfcon-
sciousness sc¢ becomes prominent especially as regards archi-~
ta2cture that the circle is virtually the only plan concepte.

Its perfectness is exploited to the last so much so that such
openings on the walls ag windowvs arc conspicuously nissing

from the Bachama vocabulary. 3incc no culture, however secludec
is static, it becomes very esscntial to employ the selfconsciov-
system as a stimulant. Therefore the Bachama unselfconscious
'design system' will be forced towards selfconsciousness in
order to achieve satisfactory rcsults for the benefit of the
two cultures,

BACHAMA STRUCTURES:

Traditionally the hut and the frame are to sore extent
the only basic architectural structures of this people. The
arch ('Kwamade' or 'Kwamumuke') also feature as important
entrances. Despite the possibilitics opened by the combinatio
of these two - the round hut and the rectangular framec, no
attempt was ever made towards such discoveries. Thercfore bot’
maintained their identity up to the missionary era, when sonc
western introductions brought into play selfconsciousness of
design method.

ECOLOGIC "B

The essence of maintaining ccological balance calls for

the incoperation of roundness with frame structurcs within

the major structures of this Centre.,
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FUNCTIONS:

From the aims and ~onls above, it follows that the major
functions are centred on cducotion, prescrvation, sustenancco,
development and leisure.

Zducation in this place is to cnbrace teaching, learning,
reacarch and public enlightcenment. Teaching and learaing vill
involve professionals in their respective diseiplines in the
art whether lcecormed or not; with 2 fow number of students
rarticularly drop-outs whoe will be trained in both traditional
nd modern arts, Their introduction into the 2rt will thorefeore
be in two dircetions. 'hile the professionals will have their

'n studios nnd workshops to ceontinue with their own endevours.
There will he a2 general studio fer the instruction of the stud:u*5

Fublic e¢nlishtenmont will »e earricd out with re~rrd to
research results. Most results espeeially on the socio-cultural
problens will be expounded on tnroush public lecturces either in
Elusa or native langucge, For the sioke of stulents from the
surrcunding schools, English will 2lso feature as a comnunicatio
rnediun,

The .rt Centre will accomnodate the above cducational systc
But public lcctupes, drama and pluys will be conducted in the
Fjayhouse - couprising the anphitheatre and the auditoriwmi.

The idea of prescrvation will be centred on antiquitics
“nd such distinsuished work of =2rt as may be produced by soc
of the renowncd instructors and scholars at this Centre. The
muscum will enbpace the entire nation but special emphasis will
he 12id on Gongsola State and its envirens.

Sustenance and levelopment will come hand in hand through
the workshops for traditional art. Research on the art will
rroduce the necessary inegreldicn*s for develeopm nt while its

introduction into the traditional art produces the requircld
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standard.

Lack of lcisurc facilities in and around the town has
contributed reatly to the unnocessary waist of time. 2410
the African does not waist tire but only crectes or weit for
it to come. Iarge scale drunkonness could be attributed to
the ~eneral lack of social facilities, Careful considleratia
will be miven to the park arransements with its exhibits such
that leisurc tire becormes more meaningful, Mechanised pocols,
art exhibits 2nd some catering facilitjes will certainly
attract a considerable nunber of pecople to this place, & fow
small scale indoor games cculd be alloyed in the multipurposc
hall.

MODERN .LRTS:

Sone weork such as sculpturc could be tpditionnl clsow!
in Nigeri : but the fact that Shey c¢rce client to this ared,
carng thon the tern, nodern art. Such works ~s thesc togct
with the western drawings 2nd painting will be introduccd ia
the teachin: and research units since some aspects of thor
will havs to be assimilatcd into the traditional work.
RESE,RCH:

The major aspects of rescarch will be centred on lingui-
stics and theolegy. Since a dynanic culture, such as is onvi.-
sapged in this work, is that which borrows and incoperates
rather than replaces itself, the resoarch will be oriented
towards this ¢ffect. The Hausa 2anl Bacham~ lanmu2oes which
will feature very well, will have laborzteries for their Jdevel
nent purposcse. While theolosical research work will be on 1.
gieving of the traditional religion for the benefit of the n.

One .
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TOY RDS N 3/ S0CI.LL SYSTEM:

FPron the observations thot nmotivated this work, the
lanage donce to this culture at this material time, is such
that places it several steps backward. ILike the huran beinss
hinself, culture 1ieveleprent is not spontaneocus hut rather
2 very slow and graduzl rrocess, But the sct hack in this
case 8o defines the probhloms that their solutions m2y produca
gpontanecus development, Novertheless time rnust clapso beforo
the impact of the results will start conins to lisht, But Ty
that time, 2 ncw social order nust have been arrived 2t.

For snooth running and better organisction, an autonoricu
+rts Council be inaugurated to udninister the Centre., This
will be under the leadership of & chairman who will be dir.et!

responsible to cither tho Jtate governnent or the Local Govt.

THE SET UP:

(1) 2n irts Jouncil conprising the Chairman and 25 other .w
(2) Chief Cultural Officer to act as Council Secretorye.
(3) Executive Sceretary for hasic administration of the Coentr:
(4) Four Sulturnl Officers to take care of festival organiso-
tion,
{5) Pour assistent Cultural Officers.
(6) Cultural assistants, four of then to handlc the res»onsibi
lity of talent hunt cnd other fieldwork,
(7) 4An Accountant.
(8) Bight Clerks for general adninistrutive work,
(9) L4n cthnographer to t.ke care of antiquities prescrvation
and troectnent,
(10) Three loboratories technicions.,

(11) Two photographers.
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(12) Four gordeners/cleancrs.

(13) Drivers -nd Messcngers (six of then) .






SSCTION THO

CULTURLL GuQUrINGS

For adninistrative convinicences and public understanlding,

the following subgroupe will be utilisecd at the Centre:

1e Material Culture
~rchiteeture
Drawings
Sculpture
Taintings
Fot=noking
Calabagh-decoration
HYeaving

Metal works.

2e Ferforming arts
Dances
fusic
roetry and Songs (Folktales)

Dranma .

Se Festivals
Initiations (Forn only)
Yrestling
songs Competitions

Burial Ccremonies

4. Cultural education
Lectures
Folktales
Dramnas
Synposia

Seminars.,



Te
&,

T
10.

GENER.L RYQUIREHMINTS

Administrotion

[fuseun

Council Chanber

Modern ‘rts deportment

Research scetion

tYuleto! (the tradition 2rena where festivals ean take

place in their natural settine,)

lostels (for accommodating the artistes)

Workshops (in the nodern .rts department they are mainly
used for development whereas in the arts and
erafts village, they serve as a neans of
perpetuating the traditional art.)

Central store.

Central park to offer the jeisure required for the
people.

Restauprant. (General catcring)

Sales pallery.,

Music Rchearsal

Open=-stage theatre or auditorium

Imphitheatre

Multipurpose Hall

Car Park,



MAJOR D3P/ RTHIITE ND GROUL'S

The Jentre is to conpose of the following major Sccticn.:

1e THE ART C3NTR2
PUSAUM
Ldninistration
Modern .rts dlepartment
Research Units

Tducation .

24 Arts 2nd Crafts Village
Jorkshops
Exhibitions Space 2nd rarks
Storage

Rilns.

S Festival Village
sccomnodation
ilchearsals
Instrunents Jtorage
Catering servicoes

General gervices

4. The Prayhouse
/mphitheatre
Open-stage theatre or auditorium,
tVudeto' (the typical traditional theatre founcd
in alreasgt 211 Bachan2 villages that
perforn one fustival or another).
5 Leisure Park eouipped as earlier described %o

warrant its success in attracting poople.






