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ABSTRACT

Basically, this study seeks to explain the rel ation-
ship between British olonialismand the incessant
famnes which N ger Province experienced in the period
1900 - 1945 It also attenpts to grapple wth how the
phenonenon of famnes at this period, becane a fundanent al
factor for the poverty, inpoverishnent and di sease which
conpl etely engulfed the area.

Thus, in pursuance of the above, the Thesis was
organi sed into six chapters. In Chapter one, we exam ned
the various interpretations that have been given by the
devel opnent al i sts, under-devel opnent and dependency school s
to the general issue of under-devel opment and the specific
Issue of famnes in the third world countries, draw ng
attention to their respective areas of difficuty,. W
consequently cane to the conclusion that the node of
production franework is nore useful for our analysis of
the relationship between inperialismand famnes in forner
N ger province in the period 1900 - 1945. Thus, the inpact
of colonialismin creating famnes could only be scientifi-
cally explained by the extent to which the nodes of productio:
production of the area transfornmed to cause the dislocation
of the forces of production of their under devel opnent.,
O this, it was argued that although N ger province was
i ncorporated into the Wrld Capitalist System roughly
from 1900, yet this only led to a highly restricted
transformation of the pre-capitalist nodes of production

of the area. For only the sectors of the



M

pre-capitalist societythat hel pedthe extractionof supl us
renai ned unchanged as far as its noans of production were
concerned. This inply that famnes in N ger province in
the period 1900 to 19*+5 nust be linked to the specific
social systemin which they occur and the differential

abilities of the systens to cope wth the effects.

Thus, in chapter two, we examned the social fornation

of Nger province on the eve of British conquest wth a

partticul ar focus on the meni ems that wer
evol ved by the poole to cushion the inpact of fam nes,
we arrivedat the conclusion that collectively, the
pre—eol oni al i ndegi nes nuchani sns mtigatedthei npact .
of famnes in our area of study.

However, in chapters three and four, we argued that
the conquest of [Tiger province, roughly from1900, and
the subsequent inposition of the colonial econony ledto
the erosion of the indigenous social response nechani sns,
which, in turn, led to t he famnes. These were
the conquest, itself wth its negative consequences on food
production, the introduction and encouragenent of the
production of cash crops the nonetigation of the econony,

introduction of taxation and the transfornation of the
I ndi genous land tenure system Qhers included the
British colonial policies of abolishing slavery, the
introduction of forced |abour and the deliberate destruction
of suplinentary economc activities in the area.

Mbreover in chapter five, it was argued that the

lutbreak of the great economc depression (1929 « 1933)
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The. s i RO IVES

From tinme luwwemori-1l, the nreblem of food h.og been
one of the most serious clhizllenges focing wenkind, As a
result of tiis, 2ll Through the ages, every country of the
world hees cluvays striven to ensure adequete nrovision of
food vhich he~ -dsze been pushed Lo Jorsmount 0siticn in
the scheme of wiinga, The imsoretrace ond im,lic.tion: f
thiz cannot be over--zmmnhsclized, iere seeh hoeo shovm thet
substontial reduction in calorie into%ke belosr viar Lor2l
accessary o sustedn aan'n cLiliiy vo work &nd buaild no
reeictonce against disenre, would lesd to drastic rise in
the rote of mort:lity, vulnerability to disesse ceteriora-
tion in wior!s czwcciiy and above =11, the problems of soci=al

discontent with result.nt socicl c!ir-:-order.1

‘‘he gre=at
famine ta. t Rome exericnced in 436 P,C; the great Puro.~2n
famine 9f 1515 - 1%17; the Irish f.umine of 1844 - 45, and
the iuseicen fomine of 193%2 « 57, <11 had such discstrous
ef?cctﬂ.?

jjovever, iusmile of tha reazli_ction of tiae | waere
congequcnse:s taot hea osccownimied o fealne ond, hence, the
nzed {or urgent soluiiunz, Jrgum-iatsc omong v. ricus schools
of thought roges ou cboaat vhri the shenomenon of fominc
ic #11 =bout - u¢ whet internrei tions 2re to be ziven to
it, s:rtaiculerly, in sosi-colonicl countries, uventv.l
to tae . rguse. to 1. the iesiue rel uing to wh t the Lruc

r wure of fomine is ~nd the extent Lo which colonigis™



% D &
setuclly 2ved the wey for it on the “friccn scene and Lo
the geucrsl que-iion of under-develoaw=:t in ~ll sssects
ot 1life of chird world councrian, On vhese, various vicus,
erolon ticas ond thenplza Wwve baen Ay nced,

In thic che ter then, our oljectiver orc itarse fold:-
(2) To exouwine some of the verdow:. definitions of f{rmine
th=t hrve Loou given with inten®t of el riiyving whet it is
all boat,
{(b) To cttewnt r ciiti~uve of tle ar jor e l-astiong snd

theories Tast wve heea cwecificrlly g

aven by the verioo
schenls on (amine ond on the genercl is:ug of under-
gevelonizent in third world couwatrwer, Thus, on ovoivobtion
¢i the rclevence of the voarious tiearier T our under-
stancing of the oblem shicll equally vz attemnted, This
wovld necegarily involve our tsiziaz a vorld-wide ssrsnco-
tive in eox winins the py-ilzble verke tart have 2 .mecred on
tiue former colonldzed =re~c ¢f the world like “frica, feia
ond Letin Anerica, since they ore Une »rime ey trgets
“geinst which the cdebotes cre directed,

{¢c) ¥Finnlly, our ev:lu tion of the rolev-acs of .ne
theorics of ey 1 ining ibe wroblems of under--develonmeut
ana famineg in tie taird-world in genersl forms tue besus
on which we »2»opoue o theoreticrl ©r aercrk oy exsmiaiag
tiie onenomenon ¢! foawines in dger vrovince in the periou

1,—;0-": - T'I'}Il:?o

The vord famine h g been sutjected Lo sever:l

definitions, 7o somne =eovle, there is no dividing line



betyeen hunger enc foilne, 70 some others, melnutritica
CRG Aeine ore bosierlly aymonyaous, Mony cuestions e
e’y =l1 oz wihiknich indeacete tiok the 2xsct definiticn
of the ore ' frmine+ is roblem. tic, For inctance, is
tiere rny relationsiiic hetween the nearcity of food rd
rzwine” heon cheuld . seriod o4 revere heordshlp in
obt ininz Jood be culled foadne? Is it vhen o countiry
exneriences mere snort. res or juzt the mere threzta <0 L7
Whet eriterion (or criiteris) cru be uvuged to parsure the
dezrec of, for iactonce, ecnocletion, elev-ticn ci dectt
rete or hunger to difflercatiste foamine from food short . p o
sgoin, should storvotion 21 2 small-scole wnong & smell
hemlety grouss, be characterised s f-inxne? 3till wore
intriguing, is wiether the scarcity of “ood ior o few weea!
or wonths should be regsrded rs famine, he ouesticnz -1
un--ending, nowever, thie imcort:uce of sroviding & gener. 11y
accentedle definiiion cennot be over--ctinhasizea if ¢
schiolerly study of the Topic 1s Lo deewen cur understanding
of Texine -~nd L0 esulp wolicy welierr wata tie ner aons ry
inioprstion “ith ohdeh o £ ¢iidle the olica aore
eifecvavely,

tme of thin definitaions given to [iadnc, is U9 ecqgu-te
At with m?lnuirition.; Helepvtrition eould toke diiferet
forns, Jt could be ¢ wed oy dictsry incdecuscles, =5 -
recult oi incuiiicicrt intceke Of nutrieat: for normal bocy

reendrevents bec.vse of food shoricoges, Tewlty sel etion of



food or 1. ¢ of bility to ourchese cdequste ou:lity

5 E - 5 ¢ :
tood, " llovever, 1t is not =11 forws of melnutritions that

sre cousad DY diel, »y incdoguisecics, Maloutrition is ecur 1u!
seid Lo cocur wien th: ¢rloriez telken wer perscon ner d.y in

e couniry i- veiow the lovel recoumended by the food .nd

"~

7 It i3 theze Torms of

Agriculture Orgenisction (F.7,0),
melnutritions, thol zome cvthors have eou: Lod with famine,
for ansitence, “illicm i, tYoege, in . Hroer delivered ot o
cymmosium decling witihh nutrition cad reliefl oaer:tions in
times of disaster, began by declaring thet “first, it nuct
be uncerstood theti foamine ie itoelf r-m epidemic, n
enidewic of mﬁluutritlon“.a fgein, Don Drothwell ~nd
2ririci. Brothwell in their book rzierred to famine o~z

‘ ¥From the =bove, it is thus cle«r .

gevere ncolautrition,
Poege, Don cud 2ptricic, #11 eguote moalnutrition with
famine, However, the msjor weeznese o7 this definition i
thot it is broecd on only one elemzat (lMzlautration), 1In
order words, it hos f.iled toldrcor-orate otluer eiemenis,
which talien together, should hove constituted & universnl
definition of frmiuwe, “hus, . uaivers-1l deiiniticn of

f~ mine, should heve includzd such ostier elewents like
duerition, wloce .und intennity of the femipe, This is
inort. ut, if we must go beyond ths single-element defindi-
tzon of fi<ine ad ~chieve - univers:l one,

dowever, it mu it be emnh:osized that tie short coisin s

idencaifiec vith the deiinitions of famine arovidecd by
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Foege, Don snad “rtricii, clgo niolies to the definitione
wrovided in other .ork~, for instonce, both Josue de
sanlro nd doncl lughes, in their sesnrate bocks
res;ectlvaly,s see the shenomenon of {.mine from a single
element wersyective, fg for s they ve concerned, the
crnei-l elecuent is nol x~lnuirition, but hunser, Thue,
Castro definud f mize =z ‘e idemic of hunger ~flecting
gre. L hum n u;sse;“ﬁ a2 definition suwsorted by Don 1d
hughes, vier he st tes thet The ‘henomenor of faemine is 2
viciou. cycle oi aunrer .nd dicesgse, which ig brought ~»wmt

10 ‘Phere ig no doubt thst both Cistro .nd

by Jdise se,
Jdugnes pre correct in their obzzorv-ticn of the negative

censeruerces thct followse hunger., ut hunger connot be

enuated with femine, wince there could be degrecs of aua o

witdeh do not jusiify the use of the word fomine, YMoreov::
the definition of famiune provided by thecze outhors =21so
friled to Z0 beyon: the single element definitions, which
we epslier on rejected, Thue, thne attemst by Castro ond
iluches to dine fawine os hunger, h.s fciled to arovide us

with a univers:sl gnolicable definition, On ihe otnexr hznd

- v ‘ . . . . . . !
F, De:thercge, G, Mazefield ond somne st-nderd dictionsrien

see femine . ¢ nothing but =eriods of food gnortegas: 2
definition susworted by the Food ~ud griculiure
Orgeadzotion :r...O).12 'uty 76 we heve rlre-ay ointed
out rbove, it should be emjh.sized th t neriods of food

ghiort. ges cennot be enueted with fomine, This is becruse,
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there szre deprees of food chort.ges whicih do noi justify

the use of the vord f mine,

[

Jut the ~tteamst to link fruwine wit: hungoer is not the
ead of the story, Uor, otier cuthors L ve cttem-ted to
lin% the “‘henomenon wit. romlstion, <“his ~ttemnl bepnn
towcrd: the end of the eighteenth cealury vaen Vhon s
Molohus hyootheoized that tie romulstion of the wvorld wes

increising in geometric 1 wrogression while tue increr e en

food suoply woved in crithcemetico L nroch:siou.‘) Thuz, the
import of M.lthusis hywothesis wes that nopul-otion was
increasing ot o rote for {cster tuan the incresce in io0?
resources, with which to feed this nonul~tion, Other
somulztion theorists, like ‘zul hrlich, H, Erowm ond

Joseph Tydinge h-ve 11, subscribed to the nosition oi

Nalthus.l4 Josenh Tydings, 89ecificelly srgued, =iong

otilers, th/t ncture uses f-mines as = caceclt on wopul-tion
growth, Thus, he wrrned tha*:

Konte doy oi reckoning with this »wroblem connot
be nut off gix hundred ye.rs, or cven fifty
yesrs, ‘/hether ve wish it or not,; Lhe “irevent
imbslance between birth snd cezstas, vill be
redressed within our lifetimes, Fither the
nations of the world will cct in tine {0 da’
the soprletion bomb vith puwene prograwms to
sharply reduce birth rutes, or Yaturc will
ruthlessly restore the b lance with her
tradition-l culling tools of wrr,: fomine and
disease - the ferred Horcemen of the foo0c- lynroe,
Hither = birth rate solution or .+ desth rote
solution: the ?goiue is still ours, though not

ior very long.

L
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It 18 thus clecr from the sbove turt the ‘henonenon of
famine is linked itk -oonul: tion, Iovever, ..z we sh:ll
demonutr. te in Jetril later, the ~ttemst to link f-mine
with nowul. tion 1l cks ~dequete scientific bosis, For
instence, the growth of ~omulztion is net 'n indenendent
v.risble isolzted from other socicol chenomenon, the
increasc in cdeszendent on »oliticsl . npd econonic {ictores,
guecislly & . xesult of the concentrotion oif efforis on
controllang hum.on zud snim-l disenzes,
Howvever, some other  uthors veunt Lejyord the zttemui ©o

link fomiune witl: nmooilcstion by incluaing »lzca2, tlre nd

16

Lo

the intensicy of [rmine in their definitione, fexr o
these zuthors are concerned, f:mine occurs in ¢ defin. b..
ares #ad hrs 2 finite durstion; .o long .= food is avail -
ble somevhere, relief -gencies con uncertale to desl vath
the crisis, Thus, it is ~long this line thet Drian Ferri:
2nd Ceter Toyne claimed thst o temdorery, but revore locrl
gshortage of food iz c.lled . fﬁmine.]7
It is to be stoted to t there is - diestinciion

betieen Crop f.ilure ~ind ¥omine, A nation c.n suil » one
or even o series of b d harvesis wvithout necess: rily
exsrerioncing frwine, On the other W wnd, f-mine nay occur
in » time 01 rel. tively good h.rvesti vher, for onc rorzou
or tne other, huran decisions could dewrive . reas o o

country 57 nceded food sunsliez, #orcover, os we have

reneotedly nointea out -bove, the ~ttemot to link fariace
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sith only one element (in this coce, crony f-ilure) hes
f~iled to srovide uz wilh - comprehencive c~nd uvaiverszsal
aefinition of femine, It is in n o« ttenont to zvoid the
shortcomings inbherent in thie definition -nd others, which
we i w esrlier examined, in that we oh 11 do two things
below: Firstly, we ah. 11 >rorose ¢ comprehensive o d
workeble definition of fezmine generslly o= vell :¢ for Lae
arecent stody, Secondly we zh 11l excaine hov the chenomenon
of {omine ig on zsiect of the under-develoament Hrocee= in
thira world countiries today,

Fomine s & socicl »roblem, 2 wsn~mode probiem, which
involves the st.rvation of = substantisl wroportion of
nooul; tion (mostly of the »oor cless), s & result of
extreme [ood ghortisges -~ffecting some sizesble are- and
chzrectericed by « foirly long Jeried of time enough to
werrant the massive em: cisticn snd deaths of those affected,
The nhenowmenon of femine ic undduhtedky 1 cgrect of under-
develoment, in thirc world countries, Temine- striken
third world countries ure f.ced with the roblem of undazy-
nutrition ind mclinuvrition, For instrsnce, coch ndividucl
needs a certoin cuantity of food ver doy @me/ £ursw al

cclorie® in order to Functiion ¢t generally accented

3
L% ]

standards, Thir ig ~bout 3000 cazlories ner d.y.1 St

no third world countiry comes necr to this figere, For
exswple, Rlgeri.ns consume, on aver, ge, bout 1,870

calorie. ser d-y,'? in Ivory Cosst, it is 2,290 celoric: o
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¢cnd in Wigeria in 1968, it ves 2,083 crlories,®' (mcinly
st-rch) on the .verzgs, The result is th-t some 20 ner-
cent of the neonle of the third worid :re under nourishcd,
with GO »ercent, suffering from m*lnutritinn.ze

The immedicle result of the above hos been Lhe loss
of zormel body weighit or reduction in »hysic:l :ctivity in
adults, vhereas, for children, the conrcecucnces ol low
czloric intske sre woor growth snd shysic:l develooment.
loreover, x lpourished third world »econles sihow clinicl
signs of s7ecific deficiency disezses and general he-ltil,
Tius, tie disecses coumen to the famine stricicen zrecs of
third world in the i-st like Ithionia -nd Iudis included
Kwashiorkor and Hervsmus.fb These resulted in high inisct
mort=zlity .nud dezth retes,

The pbove situation, invrricsbly affected the soclic-
economic develcoment of such -rezs, Tor inat;ncé, there
wos the moscive loss of the lrbour force, not only becruse
of high morteslity -nd de~th r-tesz, bui becruege tho.e who
survived the famines bec:me rel-tively useless either to
themselves or to the rociety, It is erpgucd th .t 2n
eimshesis on nosulction los.: 38 relevont to the vss ¢ of
socilo-economic develoasment of .ny .rea. ''hus, looulsiion
growth wre imnortont in the ceveloonent of Juroje =nd
J:prn, esrecially in the sre- of »roviding locour, w-rircis
and tue »ressureg which led to further -dv.nce.

But in femine stricken third world countriez, Lhere 1s

agriculturzl stegnition. Here, there is inadeguste 1 .vour
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tarough messive sopulcotion loss, beczuse & »ert of their
nowlition wos being lost through high mort-1lity .nd destn
r.tes; ond those th:t survive do not hrve enough c loriee
to produce for tuemsclvas, The recult is thot Taird
orli countrieg continue to vitness further -gricultursl
stogn: tion «nd, hence, furtier frmines,

Hoireover, :n-rt from asgricultursl si gn tion oroupgc
about by féuwine, it ie . leo imoortant to t te th L £ avi
h.s effccted the technologic. 1 developunent of thirsd wor. -
countries, As we h:ve e rlier »ointed out, f{esmine in thivd
world countries heve clw. ye led to high mort:.lity .nd death
rctes. The result is these countries gre denrived of
millions of youth and y ung edulis, who ~re the humen afcuis
from whom inventivenes:s s»ring:, 1In . ddition, thoge wro
gurvive de-th from foaine . re rendered relotively u:el-o:
because Lhey .re often ~iflicted by serious mentol defeci=,
due to low calorieg int e, The re ult is th+t the ment: L
capebilities of such peovwle, nececs:ry [or scientific an:
techrnologicezl innovetion, is being ret. rded,

Finally, bec.use of the socio~economic bocliy rdue:s
of fomine-gtricken third :orld countrics, moet ci thew 0 ve
inv.risbly emberked on the mousive amocrtstion of fcod -n?
the so-c:lled *borro.ing' of technology from the #dv-nced
czoritalict countrice, 7These hos ensured Lheir continued
under-develoyzent -nd denendence on the imveri list

countries of Turone, "merics ~nd Jenen,



lrving e~ mined #/nd wrovosed - definition of f:mine
for the »reascnt study, we m:y now con:ider the iscue of the
various inter ret.tions thet have beeun given to the generii
i1gurue of uvnder-develoament =nd the sHecific igsue of
femines in the third world couniries, On this, ve cou
identily three trends of srgument, ‘The first one inter ircies
fimine in religiono turma.;h Tha secend trend interaretes
the »rotlem of under.-develo 23 ' tin the third world counvrics
s on original stote of :ffeirs, and that for these

gountrics to develop, they would h-ve to -dopt “e:tern

=

e

attitudes .;ad Qrg-pis tion, This body of rgunent

further deny thet colonislism in "nyw.y under-develoned
third world countriec, On the specific issue of vhot covvne
fomines, the argumcut, agerin, is that faminec were the
result of n.turs) ficiors. This line of ergunent is
renresented in the »Hublicztions of gome internctionel
argenizotions, -rticlez -nd books bv lourgezois 4cholere of
the develowcat . nd modernis tion schools, The third treas
of s~rgunent is, infact, the dirzet o mosite :nd - re:ction
to the wrguments ot forurrd by the ucveloosment & “nc . on
the izsue of under..develoomeut in the third wvorld councries,
Thls trend irguer th-t under-develoment in the third wvorld
wos not on originel stote of a2ffairz, but thet it wes
ccused by conitelism in it's imperialist and coloniiliet
forms.a6 On the soecific czuse of fouine, the rrgument ic

thit it cennot be reduced to nstural {: ctors, but must Lo
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lncrtew within the context of the socio-economic sysiem

of any zociety, <Those, wno hold this view generslly
belon; to the under-cevelonwent =nd dependency =chool, crd,
even .aillin this viey, ‘e have some variants, vhich would
be highlightcd in due courue, “Je sghill howveverbegin by

exomining tlhe religlous interpretations of famines,

1 o:.’a 1

some centuries cgo, fomine wes regerded, almost
throughout the world, o« inevitzbly e mrpifectation of
Nivine (or dodts) wrath neted cut upon His sinful »eodle,
Thus, according to cne author, Cod w-3 sevn a= the ultimcbe
arbiter of rainicll, for 1f lJod sends the rzinm, then lécl.
of rain ie » result of men's ein,”’ This Iind of inter.
aretestion, vas 2iso anpwlied to the incessznt famines which
Ethio»is exnerienced in tune old days, For instance, it - =

revorted th.t » famine occured in Ethiosia in the 9th

28

century, bec:suse of the wickcaness of the peonla.
Becouse of this, God .revented tue heavens from sending
forth rein with the rcult th-t many »Heopnle died of the

alugue, 2

fgedin din the 17th czntury; there wiees refereance
to & curse that fell uaon Sthionic, as & recuvlt o° hich
fomine and 2loguc broxke out iy the 1and cnd the rnin would
not fall on the fields ::w. grest triitul.tion ceiie unon the
;eOwle.30 HSinilerly, ¢ wejor f:mine that occured during
the time of Froeror Gelew.ewos (1550-155%2) wan referred

to by the letterts Chronicler as ‘g punishanent sent oun

i3

the corntry by the (lorious Cod'-,
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Thus, becziise fomincs in the old doys was interoreted
in religious terms, 1t wcs no surorise to find thet when-
ever o Irmine broke out, tilie neople were enjoined by
their rulers to -y for divine intcrvention rether than
to telic orecticsl stens, lienelik for instance, declared
thzot “'the »eownle shoula zo to the Church, ond implore
God for his nelnd,-*

Iiven licre in contomnorary Figceria, some Covernors
in the Horthern states, culted both Christians end Moslems
to »r y vhen the r-ins of the 1286 season aoacared to have
del~yed, llorcovoy, it is instructive to note that
during the courco of my field work, ronc of my informornis
ettributed sonc of the f.ominecs in biger Hrovince duriag the
aeriod of colonial rule to the wish or oct of God.35 Ic
ir thus ciecor from all . ¢ we heve said nbove thet there
is ¢ mcnool of thought vhich intcrorctes faminc as an
act of CGod - the surcrnrturesl,

It is hovever our cnntention thot this line of
interarctation snould bce rejected, bec-use it has
enthroned idealism ovar ~nd bove mctter, *xolonations
of :ny socicl »nhenomenon, should be related to he
matcri-l conditionsg of tuings, ¢ nov jos~¢ss cuough
seiontific inowledge to know thot fomines are couscd by
naenomena th-t heve nothing to do vith God, +bove rll,
it is mecthodologic.lly imno.sible, cven if it wes

desir:ble, tu subject ol or, His sunurnctural
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ervieaent, to scieatiiic enclysis, Dvideutly, tacofora,

the »:ligions waternreuation of fomaine aust be disc.rded,

TRl s Reyadoomgnbol Aot Seaoolls, Sukorgriotion of
dadi g yelpoac ik, and Fapangeas, .

Me w31l no - cxrmine thoe :vpumentin of bourguols
scholerc of the cevelowmncnt rchool, =ceking to cxl.-in vy
taled vorld countisie: r¢ wnder--devolonsd, oW vhy ticre
ig dacossnt wreoklom of feaines in thore - reas,

Hoat bemrreois -clliol-ru, vriting on the »roblen of
undorGeysio wicnt dn th: thdre vwerle countries hove
clvwryn vieved@ A o« o oripinal utote of :if-ire i thore
sra- Aty Lhe concomit. at eh yecteristics of Yh. chiverans:
or Ly ditionclirmt ~nd thet tihwe~e countirie: can urly
boeoae develo.od vhen they berin to -ceont -nd im-lomert
‘sutern forus of Holitic-l nd cconomic oxg:ndis-tions 1%
the sossoes internslisdag ‘modern' gttitudes, Rourgeois
achol rg, thcrefore, h ve tre.tcd Afric: or the third
orld nocreticsn 25 solf-conteined units vhose political,
socrel o ecdnnnic sy:teia ¢ n be rn.lysed in theagelveas,
The rosult of this, L thet tjpré is the deaninl of the
calstence of » #lohl ucononic system & . lesrge wnit in
which ~“iric 4 the »u-t of tae third o1)lJ form oa'y a

wity o globel ereteny whicih a ovortly dowin-tod Ly tae
vich wud wrerful countries of Yestern Tarore oG Llorth
werLe-,  Jiviar ignovcc tlii~ w2l tionshin, thcroford,

tias Jevelosacul theori te hi-ve coas s only “ill. coms
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contention ozychological tacories to sxnlain why countric~
of . ¢ tcrn Burci:e ~und North Amcrica develoned, :né wiy
taird wvorld countrigcy ere under~develo.ed, Un theze,
there ~ra five wejor strends of Lonwivohr MY20CRGEes vhickh
nurnoxt to ex»l. in Africa backwerdnesn- .

One of thene theories is NDeavid jic 'iell-rdis thaary
of achievemert motivetion, Dovid Mceflellard in his ‘l)t.‘Jo.:'T"“t
claims to hrve discovoered wh-i he refers to =5 the need
for pchicveacnt (n~#fchievement), He crgues furthcr thet
only o renerzlly high level of n- chicvement willl orodnce

p0re energetic culrereneurs vno in turn would wnrocice
raid ccononle OQVClcsmrﬁt.35 Heslell-nd's theory is obuilt
on the lourndsotion yhich dmolics,thet it ic wvolue, not
motives or jreyvcholosic.l focces th t delciiaine ultia-tvoly
the rete of cconouzic -nd socinl developmant.jG Phus, s

in different individvale, »chicvements in resjonsc to thoir
level of motivoation, as well ac enxicty, MclClellond
sronounds th-t the n-ichicvement of the gociety vill

decide tlucir lovel of develooment, lMcCiell.nd errived at
hic theory LY cerrying out sume ctoroe-tyncd cxherimants

in the rl:zssroom with & few children from tho wwmer -8

vell . o the @isdle cizores ip Uhe Uundted Stotos, ™
result oy hie exievicent e th~t the children froam the
middic ¢l *sz serformec boeti v, bze e they h-ve a higher

n-‘chieveitont, since tacy ore Lhoey fad witli certein

valiefs ~nd child be: ring -i-ctices vithin the Temily.
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‘hus, dircetly or inJirectly, the necd to achicve
e Reen recaced by MeClelland to -+ mere wersonclity
V-rdoele vhiach iz indescpdent of o given rocisl structure,
‘galn, he hes cssumeda tn t Che under-~develoscd socicties
eadecd 11y in africe oo sufforing from lock of n-Achieve-
neoat,  However, -~ criticel sn-lyeie of the src~colonisl
situotion i [ frica :ould rovesl th t MeClellond's
- isuaution is vrorg, for o high n--fchievement v lue existed
enongs Africqonr, long b:rorc »ay form oi contact vath the
IITONNGSNS, 7

Lgedn, Feclellond coacluded thet tYvracition-lismt is
a wrjor obsticle to L dcvelomment of 'frics countries,
Phis soocrtdon is f-lse, Tor 2ll theeldmic grouss in
Migeriz, ~ad infret in Lfrice 28 o vhole vere not anc crec
=till not tr-dition:l, /[fricens wvere Progm-tic
fronticromens with ¢ »ersisient naistory of migrotion,
settloment and rerettlemncent of new leonds =nd of resionding
to the slave tirede .”’l

Ingoite of the f lsehood yhich we h-ve cywosed above,
McClell-ud crrive -t #aother conclusion thet “Fricen
gocietics ~re closed to innoviiion -nd thig, he ~1gues
ccounts for the hcke vduoss 1n che contlacnt,
resc rehes hove ghovm th-L dhe thesis is orong, bLec uce
even #c L.te ~a 1901, some wocieties in the former Ondo
arovince (nwresent Ondo State) verce gtill coming topeticr to

for: bigger tomes for the benofit ot o11,”Y ¢ tyaical
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Indusirirlized socicties exhibit the chaaracter-
istice of Univers:licm, ochievement, snecificity,
effecclive peutrality end sclf-orienteotion, vhile
the non-1nd:ziriglized onszs exhibit their
ont0osites rxrticularism, escription, diffuseness,
cifectivity, -nd cecllective orient~tion, 41
Thus, fogelitz clrimas th-t the criteris for :schicevement
in Africe is p.rticuloristic, in the sense thet in ~ny
consiceration for -.oointments, vromotions, sticcess cnd
failure, sec)le < me scleciod not oo muchh Lecsuse of merit,
but on the basis of Jersonsl individusl connectionn.“k
This hy frtlicr “rguos is pot the gnse with tne ''cstern
nocictics, wherse ennhoszis is on indivicu:rl aorits,
Lowevoer, criticsl exrminotion of the .-bovz wveould
reveal the ~bsurdily of lioselitz thosis, This is becousie
empiricsl evicdencc both from the unader-acveloped .nd
developing countries dcbunke Hoselitz's nsrertions, In
the first »l1 ce, it h's been observed thet incdustriclize-
tion in Javen wae cided by wnerticul-ristic principles.
Thus, J:n ncese fectories arefer to euploy # vhole family
vith ¥inshis ties rether then individuals, regardless of
merit,’?
Secondly, the c-lculsted attempts by white Americon
troce unionn to cxclude blacks and other ‘merican
minoritics from »norticiseting in tlic ammrsaticesl
training nd wrogrommes for skilled wvork is nrlticulnrlstic.h#
Furthermore, resesrcehese hove shovn th-i responeible
leatvers  gver produced in the worlca vere -1lw.ys sgsistced

=nc. sided Ly their oge~long cless m tez and close rsnocicles,
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itk tais bhoclkgreuné, one couls sey vith ooz2tive

]

offacaiion thet Mmerices s »~ country =nc¢ tie ‘et in

4

(S

nertictlar, hove frioncshis bond +hich not only ch.roc-

terires ticlr socio-noliticsl systea, bvt ~dlao their roci 2

srejuaices which doeg not dciave from the co.crlled nerii

critaerion,
finart Trom Horeliiz, the last but onc of thc be: it
anovm develodient theoricts, we shell consider ia the wresent

gtucy is ', , lo~tow's wrjor sork, “he Glrpcs O HCONOKIC

o 3 o , J
grovth, vailcih he sabtivlec . none-conmnint ienifesio. 2

LY

Toviitov, in bds book citesoted to identify fave st-pgor of
econouic develoomert irn 11 mociclies,
According to him, the first onc igs-

The Lraditionnl wocicty, .. tr.ditioncl nociloety
is one vhorne structure is develo:ed within
1lmited wroduction functions, boocd on »re-
Mawtoninn scionce and technology ~né aro-
iio-tonien rttitudes towsrds the -hysiczl world..,.

4o

Pne second st:ge is the woriod vhen the preconditions
for tzlio-0fi »re develosrad ond significent economic cheng s
began to occur, The neriod vitnessed tac anremrrnce of a
modernising elite, who were willing to corry onr nouernising
vontures.“7 It w8 siail. rly - veriod vhen the r«te of
cenditel  ceumulstion bag-n to rine zbove the rate of
woulztion growvth, tolidng maximum -Jv atoge of tie
onnortupitiocr Ior imnovotion taet vero creted by the
ncdernicing elite,“a hgedin, 1-bour t this st .ge begon o
be Lreined for wurvozss of soicci-lized lorge scrle

procuction,“?
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The third stage of economic growth is th t of t.kec-orf,
nceording to Rostow:-

The t-xe—-0ff is the interv:1l wvhen the old bleocks

Cd resiut. nger Lo sterdy growth ore I{in-lly

ovircome, The forcee m=king f~r o2counomic

PEOETEsL, wWilch ylelded limaited buretc :na

cnel.ves of wodern gcetivily, exiend . nd come to

aomincte the society, Groith becomes itls

norm-1 conditiocn, Joapound interesc hecomes

built o= if were, into it'*= hehite snd

inestitvetions1 st metere,.. 50
Routow, corcluded thet the Loke.0ii st-ge lusted for
tienty ye rs, to be cucceeded uy tiac fourth ~stave i,c.
“The drive to m-~turity, wvihich similerly l.sted for teniy
Yo rs.“‘ tccording to oslow, it wrs 2t thic fourth stogo
that “en economy demonztr-tes thet it h-s the technologic. 1
nd entresreneursl vill to produce not evary thing, but
caything it chooses to produce.HSP

rfter the st.ge of the -‘drive to maturity® crme the
last st-ge, i,e@., the age of high moes consumption,
This vee » stoge of incrersed emnh-sis on the »roduction
of durrble consumerts goods and services, Gimilsrly,
resources bogsn to be |, lloc. ted to woci:]l weliire and
=
seeurity. 23

itostowis: theory of ¥conowic (rowtih hi-s been eriticiced

on tie basgis thot it dig difficult to fiud nistoriz.-L

axserience that sus0rts tic v.oocious sconcati 1 ot oges,”t

iz conceots #re 5 id Lo be mrre iaoresgionistic inter e
taticn of - nuvmber of historic-1l exnericuces rother then

based on & rigorous gseientific rnv13$i$.5J



tndre Cunder Yrionk, in criticising fostow, argued
vint tae 1 ttoer's stages ore incorrect, beg¢1se¢ they do no
correamond to the »aut snd nresent conditions of tiie under
devcloned third vorld countriecs, Simil, rly, frenk -~rgued
thet Rostow's firot two str-gee ~re “Pictioncly, vhile the
last tvo .rc “UtOnian~.56 It is thus clcor chet the
ex»l nztione st forw rd vy dostow, Hoselitz ~nd Mcilelliad
to ex»lain the under-develo-eat of the thulr? worlc :ite
vrong,. “vhercfore, the exalsnstion must be sought Froi some
vhere else, The anext question, o zhiould zddrese our ainde
to in, uliat ~re the views of the development thcorist e e
the general issve of the rel.-tionsghin between cclonialiaok
ond under-development in thz third vorld,?

“he develooment theorists deny thet colonialism
played any signiiicent role in under-develovling third rorlid
countries, They have gencrally srgucd that the colonial
cre ves on hge of immrovement, which incre.sed the volum:
of the colony's internationsl trode end ecteblished the
infrastructure for cconomic growth, For instance, in
enumercting the supposed benefits of coloniclism to Africa,
L.H, Gona ond P, Duignan Tkaim tnot the neriod of coloni-l
rule in Aflrice involved, ‘e vest tr-asfor of haonn  na
ohysicel cemitel to ifricz... & host of nev econc. ' e,
medical, social oand adminisir:tive teciniquos".ﬁ?

Aimil-rly, in 1926, ~11l:n Feohee vrote of what he
dencribed »s tuc Yconomic revolution in Sritish ‘est Africs

in eulog.istic teras, l'or according to himg
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Fnglish c~9itzl hos come in ond built the
r2iluzys (nd constructed the licbours end
clecred the cherunels, It h.s zlso introduced
neyv culiures :nd improved old ones; it has
built rosds aand towms ~nd estoblished
m-rlete; it e introduced Lonks ond a
convenient ¢ !'rrency; it hew ¢xloited miner-le,
ore then thie, "nmglish sovernment hos
brouziat se-ce ond sccurity -nd aboliched
sloverys The resuli ic ~n encrous exdonsion
of tr.de in vhich the nriives perfoirmed their
wrt ond ror vec taeir re¥: rds,B58
It i thus ¢leqr "ror the -%ove th-t (:nn, Duliegnsn .nd
Heshee are of tue view that the colonirsl ers renresented

o~

the "Goidea ‘'gc* ef . frics, since iv brouzht . bout

L ) . ) . - o 59
wSocio-aconomic develoament:, Fubt rever:i studies.”

have bcer conductzda on the irsue of the zgenerrl impzct of
coloni. lism on ifricen socisties, :nd the conclusiong ware
tiast in the fincl sau-~lysis, the colonisl oeriod renrescutsd
daric aeriod ia the history of . fric:, which brought
stont the under-develonuent of the continent, 1 criticsl
ex mination of the cunposzed socio-economic benefits of
celonialism woull reve 1 thr-t it was the imserislist
yoviers vwho .ctu-lly benefitted, PFor inatance, the ro-ds
and reilyveys whica licohee cleinms thot eclonislism brought
vrre not conztrucied for the benefit of the . fric ns, but
for tie evecurtion of zgricultural cad miner.l resources
from .rers thet vere rich in them to the corst for on-: rd
sniome 't to Dritain ~nd "wrone, ‘thus, crees th b vors
not rich in n: .urel recource: vere not linked by ro~ds

snd r:ilucyi, secondly, Mcwhee clrams thot colonicliem



w23

obolishned 1 very -né introcuced ~ -convinient currency,
Agedin, it should be wtstcd thet the imneri: list wo ers
»wolished sglrvery not =o iruch for “huarnitarien’: reasons,
but for their own interests, Whic wvor eimed -t releacing
l-bour from ittt sre-coloni.l role to t:lke uwy v e
eanloyment in the wines, r -ilw » constructions, :nd in
other ublic vorks, Moveover he 60--¢:1lled introduction
of “'comvenient* currency w. £ to easure thet siric.ns
counletely mwitch over to thae aroduction of coeli-¢crorye ~nd

~lso to tilze u: wege eunloyment in the mines ~nd in other

sublic worka, Thisz w.s bec use fivic-s could only > v
thelir texes vith ths Turojesn currencies which wis obt: lnsd
by »rocducing ccah cro ~pd toking uy wge cadoye nt in the
nines nd in othcr vublic works, It is thus clerr thot
the conlonicl ey, did not bring ~bout soclo-cconomic benciL =
to Africa, The next gunestion, we sghould now ddress our
winds to iu, vhat rrc the views of the develosment theorists
on the soecific issve of the rel tionshis between coloni: -
lism :»éd foeines in the tuird world countries,?

TYhe develogwmeat theorists ceny thot coloni iism
slryed :ny significent role in cresting ifrmines in the
third vorléd in genersl, They have conserueatly »rceeded
to cdvence some n.oturslistic tueories Un evilsan vhy
f.mines hrve sre:icstently occured ia the third world

countries,
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One of the n-tur listic theories ~uvenced by
bourgeoin scholors Lo exolain vhy fomincs occur in the
thivd vorli,is to ont tae b1 we or noture for provoking
it, by endoving man wath too much wvowers of reoroduction
snd thias, - ving the oy for high »omletron zvowth, ‘The
theory it«clf wer s'rorosed¢ by Lhomcs Hzlthus ot the end 0.
tne 16th century, vho, =~ we onoted < -rlier, hynoihasized
that the vorld gorl: tion v-p incrersing in geometric-l
progresaion, wvails the incresuc in fool sumly woved in
eriticetic }TQQPeﬁulOntﬂg Thus, tae imrort of *-lilu:s
obrerv-iion woe th 't ponul:tion was incressing U o proio
f ster thin the incre~ce in food re.ources *ith waich
to feed thic »mooul.tion,

Howvever, of racert, m-ny follo.~rgs of M 1lthig, the
30-crlled neos-in lthus hove asmerged by mubscribing to his
idean, For instence, 3,). Marie in his book, +hich wes
essentlially .n atteapt to zccount for the world food crisis,
Eove figurer to buttress his ~rgument theat the world food
sitvstion wee tnre.tened by high sopulstion groith, liis
reeson weo thet the vorld vopuletion v g8 incre ciug ot
cbout reventy wallion snrunlly, nerrly twice tuc rete for
1950, He then coicluded by szying thet The noruistion
vorioble is the wost imort at fzctor in the food crf:ia~5y

ffexe in Figeri:, 2K, ldo, uviose vort was ®-siczlly
concevined withexnmihinu,hong ob:iers, wiy some . reos of

Higeri- orc food deficit 2lso subscribes to Lhe bove viev,
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After ax cining some of the reasons iy «ouc erezs of
vigswds like lager Delte, Southcren Tivl nd, Jos--~lstesu,
Gliene ~recs o,t,c. do not wnroduce eaough food, Vdo conclu: =d
by saying thot “high -Hooul tion hows sleoced conazidereble
oressure on cultiwation.*ea

dowover, it is to te st ted tiaat the -rgunents put
forw-rda vy HM-lithus, Moerie and Udo 1ol  dogurte scientisic
basis, ‘W2 firast error by them, w e To coneidcry the growth
of jsonalation ¢ u indesendent verieble, isol.ied Jrom
oviLY "OCis )l nnenomen-:, wacroum, it cin be Jdemonstr tod
th~t -onul. tion incresse in denendent on »olitic-l nd
econotic foctora, The increrse in wenulotion foar inse @ o,
wis o result of the concentr:tion of efforis on Zoniroll?
nmmen ond enlnel ddscoses,

Sceondly, these posul-tion theorists cseune thot
3€03le arp arimarily mouthy imd stomschs to be fed,
‘lthuouph, these cime ,e0nle ~re lso hrnds to work, minds
te think :nd cre:ste, but this is seldomly mentioned by thr
sositlation theorimts, or e.mole, it h .s been . rgued
th-t the »neovule of the ;2hel 1ere not simoly oroducing
more 2dcoule to be cored for durdng tlhe ye rs oreceading
the fimincs, but were simil. »ly oroducing more Irom tae
1-nd =nd for outnside uarlzets =8 well o for tuerseclven,
For instance, vhen the drougsht in ths s hel came, 1 rger
CNG aore censce o) tloas woule hove kel sore hunarn

resources to amt to qsoriy in both relief efforts ~nd
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ciforts to solvi e tic environment nd bexin the orocesnr
of recon truction.53 The meve { ¢t thot »eoosle vere not
wt to wvoris ot thicse tosglks wes not bre.wge of their
numbers erse, Yhe ¢xpl netion showld be loestod in the
ovyculsction of these cffnrt5.64

it con e corcluded frow the discucelon -bove is
th t, the =roblea oi iamine connot be vaderutood by o
retreect intlc d-lthusi n politicsl cconoay,

it the ettenwnt Lo Vlint fomine ©o mo-ul tion is not
the oid of the ritorys oy bourgceuis =cholers: heve sial-
1 rly cl-iaed Bt dosertific. tion, w#hich i tae srocees
of the cxHwnsion of :ererts, s g in to Hl:me for freminer.
¥Yor inev nce, onz Or, Frik “cikaolm of tie oridu tch
Inctitute in "+ uhington Claimed th:t Pmen-odet dezerts
represent sbout 6.7 Hocceut of the surf ce of the e xth,
n reg, which he cleéame is lerger tivm the vhole of
vrezil, cod thet in Adeler, not less then 29,000 sou-re
miles oF dusert hove been sdded to tie south of the
ach: T ~low.65 e .:0lin, consequently, oroceeded to
avecict » doomud., y, with m. ny wmeople dying, i7 the trend
woen not checlhied,

sothsr soursceods acholor, by nesed Lester uroim,
Jrasented ener to tae world somel.tion conferenco -t
suchrrost, Rovrni., in 1975, i wiich he cl-imed th §
Yegau-c of: Ydeaud tion . nd deforest: tion, the mrho >

a . -

desert livn bogun to move Zoathiyrrd € on oceelorciad rete
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all along the 3,500 miles Southern fringe, stretching from
Senegal to Northern Ethiopia“.66

However, it is to be cated that an Anglo-French
forestry commission published a report in 1973, in
Nigeria, and concluded that “no instance of sand movement
on a large scale" was taking place. Also, that there
appears to be no imminent and general danger of
dessication.s?

Moreover, in 1973, a conference was held at the school
of Oreintal and African studied in London on the issue of
the Sahel drought. &t the end, 1t was concluded that an
advancing 8ahara could not be confirmed by the evidence
presnnter*.68 Although the conclusion of the latter
Conference is highly suspect, the two conferences neverthe-
less draw attention to the fact that the theory of
desertification and advancement of the Sahara Southwarcs
particularly as the sole cause or even the dominant cause
for famine in the area has been exaggerated.

However, these scholars have gone beyond the deserti-
fication myth, to argue that the famines being experienced
is as a result of a climatic change. It was argued that
inspite of the advances made in technology in the 20th
century, the success or otherwise of agriculture still
lied, in the final analysis, on weather.69 It was further
argued that some areas of the world have climates that
are less conducive for the production of food than

others.7° For instance, the staple grains of the world are

produced in those areas that have both wet anA dry seascnez
Equally, the major wheat producing areas of the world are
to be found in the grasslands of North America, South
Pmerica, Eastern Europe, Asia and Austrialin_71
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According to Bougeois scholars, if the earth were to
experience a slight climatic change, the possibility for
precipitation andtemperatu-e ceviation would compound the
already precarious nature of available food for the ever
expending population of the world., They proceed to sa
that, indeed the worl< has experienced some weather changes
and that this invariably, has led to major environmental
changes for food production, which, consequently has
reduced man's ability to produce enough.72.

On, what induced this period of climatic change, sone
arqument has been advancerd, First of all, that the
climatic change is brought about by atmospheric pollution

"by trapping long-wave earth rediation and magnifyina

the earth's atmospheric heating process from below."
It was therefore concludec that man-macde dust and
carbondioxide are contributing to a process that woul”
eventually result in the North and Scuth poles becoming
as hot as the equatorial tropics.74
Ancther argument, advanced to explain the weather
changes is that the earth's arctic regions are expanding
for unknown reasons.75 It was further argued that the
cooling of the atmosphere in the temperate zones is
bringing about a "“Push" of the tropical monsoons down,
toward the equator 3 Because of this, it was reasoned
that, in West Africa in particular, the reins are moving

south, toward the forest areas, which already

have enough moisture, and the result is
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thnt the decert fringe regions of ‘ezt Airica sre drying
up.?? They claam th-{ there has been » weather chonge in
the world which ogrin led these schol-rs to conclude tht
this vesther change iv directly resosonzible for the
shenomenon of drought th 't is being exverienced in some
»-rts of the world, o -rticularly, in the sahel region of
tfrics (which borders our cres of study) and hove
coucluded tiot this invoricbly heas led to frmincs.?a
Focussing on Pigerisz, Hons - otio Ssno's work hes,
emong itis mein objectives, sought to snelyse the cvolution
of the NHigeriesn food crisis, which emerged during the
first helf of the 19703, He 1 ments the fuct that the
food crisiz of recent, h-ove assumed serious dimension, in
the form of food shorteoges, rising imports znd rising
nrices, He enumercted a factor like inadequote rainfell -g
being mainly responsible for it =~nd concluded by asserting
thot the problem was caused by ‘'the sohel drought of 137 -
74 which affected large areas of the Sudan cnd Guiner
Savanna, vhich include former Higer _'-_)r'owi!:tce.?9
Bt these attewwvts to reduce the »nroblem of famine to
drought should be rejected., Firstly, -lthough drought weo
a contributory csuse of famine, it cennot bec seen ags the
gole ceruse, Secondly, if drought w-s the explanation for
fomine, why hos it not «ffected exnort cro:s as ruch -s
food crops? Thirdly, why o~re¢ food short-ges almost »s zcute

in couniries,where r:inf.1ll has not been & msjor difficulty?
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Fourthly, the argument thst there is a crus8l linkege
betvueen dreught and femine ignores the intervening
varisbles thot cetermine whet consequences o drought will
aroduce, It must be noted that most societies of the
world has cdequ.te adepiive mechanisms that determined
their zurvirl capobility in the face of hostile notural
forces, Thus, human zctions #luays intervene between
drovgnt and it's conscquences, Therefore it was because
of the foilure or ineffectiveness of human action to
intervene Lot-cca drought end it'sc consequences that
famines occurred in sone narts of the world,

Apart iron drought some bourgeois culturel suthroso-
logints, cultural geogrenherse and social ccicentists have
attemuoted to grapnle with the vroblem of famine from the
sersnectives of the av: ilable food resources, vwhich a “ioun
eats and will not eat, According to them major barricr: rre
being nloced to the use of aveilable life sustaining iood
resources, and thus the neglect of highly nutritiocus food
found locally (that cen raise the autritional level .nd
eliminate fimine) because of cultural food preferences and
food nrejudices certain grouns.eo

For inast.ncc, it is argucd thot tlhere is the empheasic
on cattle to the detriment of cropn cultivation by the
elite of Fust Alrica, [ioin thet the sacred neture of
beef-cottle in india aud the almost comnlete absence of

vineyards in Iglrmic culturszl -ress are said to be
n
; 3

exemoles of cultural bicces,”



Sinilerly it is elleged that individuals ond grouns
avoid foocd such as beef, chicken, eggs, cogmeat, horce,
comel which are iwnortont sources of nrotein as a resultv oi
these dictezry hrebits, Vegetericns equally cleaim th € food
of znimel origin is not essential foir proner meintensnce
of the body.aa pinsen also exist for eating wheat, rice,
rye, bosrly, sorghum -nd other life-sustaining nlant foodco,
These scholars, thercfore, contend that £11 these
create a guzlit-tive ind quantitetive vrrionce in diets,
institutional cbetescleg to innovations in sgriculcture, incen-
tives, land tenure, fe:rs and merketing oroduce, all of which
heve negetive effects on the exponsion of sgriculiure, the

introduction of new croos and agrOHtcchniques.G)

They heve
thererore argued that there is adequate food on esrth for
everyone, il only sttitudes and customs restricting tihe use
of nutritioncl foods are chenginge RBut thot; “cultursl
bise limit Lmoroving the nutrition of many cultursl grou s,
for neonle arc slow to change ‘“‘dietory !whits.84

It is thus cleer from our discussion, =zo fer, theat
bourgeois scholz2rs hove generslly intersretced femines in the
third world in terms of culturzl biesses and in terms of
n.tur:l foctors, It is this latter interuvretzstion, that
led bourgeois schol-rs to conclude thet in order to solve the
problem of the naturesl {zctors thet couse food ghortzges
cnd famines, third vorld countrie«, must modernize their

sgriculture, slong western lines, 1 wieg as 2 resuli of
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this thet they rccommended that third world countries
should cdo>i what hae come to be known as the Wew Techno-
logy anc¢ thc green revolution strategy, Griffin, in his
bool:, hes thrown light on the notion behind the green
revolution strategy, According to hium, the green revolution
sugrests that:

“there has Leen o mojor brecslt - through in sgricultursl
production, thet this hrs becn done in a »neaceful context

without the necd for institutionsl roform end indeed thet
[
2

technicel change ig #n 21tern tive to »nolitical change,
In ~ rccent seoser howevoer, Ysh-oye Abdull-hi hog

correctly csserted that the Hew Technology and the green
revolution strategy is escentially;

L develonment st-tegy which is designed to

arrest socio-cconomic stesgnatiorn ond political

unrest in the under-developed countries, It

12 introcduced yvatlh the aim of oflf-setting the

sroduction crisis inherent in gimple commoaity

sroduction whetier orgenized through the

emoloyment of an independent necsantry or on

a ne- scntry united to the land through feudel

relationching,B86

Tlie green revolution strategy, itself, has its origin

in the works by western development cconomists who argue
thot under--development in the third world is the result of
low wroductivity, which i< in turn, brought zbout by taeir
rimitive 2nd b ciiwirda technology, Whus, in order for tiae
develooing countries to boacome develeoned it 1o firotly,
necessary for then to import tcchnelogy; secondly dev low
a censclty to peproduce this technology; #nd finclly, h v

their notionals sent coverseas to be trazined on how to



- B3 -

opers.te aud menngu'the damorted snd imolanicd technolowg.b?

Some of the oropouentis of the green revolution atw. vepy
included iloyrm:, Sutton »nd T,¥ Schultz, who in their
gewarete boolks fmoly thet the sroblewm of low cgricultursl
productivity in the third world which m lzes them vulnerable
to fzmines can only be solved by imorting ‘estern technolowy
«nd adosting the green revolution strntegy.aﬁ Yut the
question, we shell nov address ourselves to, it whet concti-
tutes the illew Technology?

reccording to Ui leb Deasgunla, 53 the New Technology
conglet of the introduction of "New Jigh -~ Yielding seed
varieties, Yosticides, controlled woter svoply, mechanicsd
equioment from seed drills to tractor” and that “the cor: oF
this prckage is the 'mirocle seed! vhich has been develoned
through selective breeding to be hizhly recHonsive to
iertilizer inpuxa*qo

Thus, the new seeds, being introduced, hove shorter
maturing period, wihlch made it possible for the cultivotion
Nn

of two or more crops during - » riicul-r yecr, Moreover
cuphasis is nloced on institutioncl srrongements for the
produicticn, imoort »nd distribution »i inputs, Credit

Institutions and state subsidies are esteblished to nid

(B
k.l

large scqle femaers,
Some studices hove been conducted on the success of the

New Techuology -ud tie green revolution siictegy “n s ue

third sorla countries, Yaucys “blulleni, vsuerted thet in

the caue of Hagerdiz, nidlliony of M. ire hove been sunk in
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sttemots to bring the strobegy to fruition,”> Yoreover, ile
v rious militery ond civilion Covernuments iniolemented
wlicics, simed +t nromoting the green revolution strotory
like tic mossive imyortstion of bio~-cheniiceol inouts,

abour seving devicces, the creztion of fertilizor »lonts,
irrig. tion =chemes, the integrited rural develowment
projects, fimcel mersures rnd z2griciliurgl crodit Cuarentec
echenas,  fgrin, Lhere veg tae Oaerrtion Qeed iac Netion
Scheme (G.i'.N)., The Nation 1 ‘cceler tod Food ‘'roduction
Seacuc end the Mation:l -~ad Stote R¢ed Muliidication
Projuct,

Houcver, ingnite of these ctteaotz o8 wromoting the
greoen revolution strotegy in Filrezdec the sirctody wes .
foilure, For :& Abdullzhi hegs =9tly obecirved, those schoune
were imnlemented in .vour of the lirge - scele formere,

It led to the emcrgence of large-scecle frrmers who are
cbsentee cenitalists,rctired too army oificers, company
chairman, dircctors and top Government burre:ucrots.95
For thc peesant smoll - scalce formers, the recol victims

of the lorge-scele famincs, they connot affort ie adont
the new technology :nc¢ green revolution struaiegy, it only
nrovides them with the osportunity to rent or s¢ll their
land to those who can; zlteé¢rni tely, they must borroi money
on onerous terms or provide chea: labour for the nevly
created 1o rge-sc-le caasitelist . rmers,

Yt is thus clecor from our discussism so0 for theat even

the grecen vevolution sirctegy odvocotca by the bourgeois



achol: ys in order to increasc cgriculturzl orocuction ir
the third world has f2iled, Instesd, the entice stretogy
hos crested more oroblems., Therefore, lts abzence or
presencs ¢on neilher ¢xolein nor combat feomine in Nigeric
and other third vorld countries,

In conclusion, it hes been demonstirated in this
acction that the bourgeois intersrctation of under-develon-
ment in tihc third world »g cn original steie of #ffzirs and
it's relcstionsiiin to faicine is wrong, Consequently, their
attemntz €0 offcy »sychiolozicol zxxlsn~tions for the

hreleyeraness ;28 sersisvcut fomines in theee worts of the
world is sinilerly faulty,

Morcover, it hee been shown thi € the sunposed beneyiis
of colonialism to the forier coloniscd aress in the for. of

roeds, reilvrys, norts, educstion ete ig alsc fol:ic
because these wero not develoned with ¥urowesn cepitel,
but through cirect toxetion, vange labou rand forced lauour
in the colonics, This ic besides the noint that the
supoozed venefits werc not primarilydesigned for the
benelit of the pcoples of the colonized reng, but to serva
the needs of thue imnerinslist novers,

On taes mmecific avestion of fomine, we have shown tuct
the bourgeois intormrotstione of this ohenomenon in torms
of natursl factors cnd meyc:dlogiccl attitudes are conclu-
sively iculty, Thug, bougceois inter-retotions of tle
gencral isnce of under--develooment rnd the gpecific iacuc

Of famine in Chird world countries is frll cious,
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it vis, thereforc, cn ottempt to srovide an elt rnotive
aamronch to exHliining the gener:sl issue of under-develo -
ment in the third vorlé, that the under-develonment and
aenendency theories cmerged, These form the subject matter

of the next section,

1.3.3

The under-dovelonsment znd denendency theory arose as
¢ rexction to thoe develonwent school by seeking to explain
why wmeny third wvorld couantrics hove rencined under-develoed,
This school si=rts with the corrcct observ. tion thet under-
develooment wroo net con originel stote of ~ffofr, but th:t it
was czused by caoitasliem in it's colonizlict ond imserizlist
form, In so doing, tais a.pro.ch knocked dovn the major
pillar on vhich the develommentalists had anchored their
verious theoriecs of backwerdness as highlighted in the
nrevious scction, Associricd with the under-develonment cad
denendency scheol are scholers like Theotonio Dos Sentos,
“aul Baran, Andre Gunder Frenk, Semir, Cockeroft and
Hodney.96 \'e shall now ~ddress oursclves to the mein
comnonents of the theories ~dvanced by these peo-le,

‘ceording to the dejendency writcers, the social,
cconomic z~nd noliticel conditions prevoiling in the third
world zre not due to an original stote of afizirs; but
that theue conditions erose »rimerily »s o result of o
sorld historicsl nrocess vhich led to the develoowent of
the first vorld (zdvanced czohitalist countries,) Tils

development of thc first world, ia turn, led to & process
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of uncer-develoonent in the third vorld countries,

Thic historic-3i wrocczs had il's genesis in the
period during which tae countries of the third world beg.n
to be incorasorited into the world cenitalist system, Tlic
reletionship was initielly bared on trcode (including the
alrve trede), The profit reeliscd by the cepitalist
countries lea to osrimitive accumulation of ceoitel in Eurovwe
vhich deorived the third world countrice of some by that
arcclse uroyortion.g?

Loter on, hoving cecumnleted this cenit-l the adveonced
ca. it ligt councries of Furcoe, begon to invest (in gold,
aining ond a2lantations) which aneccrpited direct control or
coloniilisw, in order to ensure rotection of title
wronerty snd to guarsntee among others, forced labour, Tu
cateblisime € of dircct control was to result in the
extroction of the surplus of the 'oerinhery' countries, oind
algso to the cuergence of new relations of »roduction 1,c,
nev social strote or socinl classes, crested in oraer to
feeilitate the exvwloitetion of the oerinheral vress.qa

In the course of time, thesc sociel strota cnd classcu
become overiul to render darcct rule by the metropolitan
D0WErs unnecesscry, Added to this wis thot cog wrimitive
accumul tive g-ve way to cssitelist sccumulation, it was
no longer necesssry to use force to bock u»n the vrocess of
accumulation, This led to the end of colonialism ~nd the
gronting of indevendence to the third world countries,

put becruse of their historic:l origin, the dominznt
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socizl airat: ond clzeses croated by the former colonicl
mesters vere bent on sustaining the deosendent ccononmic
rvlationshiog even after 'indennndoncel,99
Where.s thic bourgcoisc in tue seirce-ole countries
invested tueir wrofit :nd consagquently .cnersted ~dditional
deiserd ond investment, it vos not the same situction in the
perishery countrics of the third world, In the ocrinhory
arean, local demond wes setisficd by imnworts and thig did
not stimulcste sccondary investment, This led to 7 grovih
confined tc scctors »roducing primary roducts lor cxport.?oo
fls0, waeress industrial cesital at the metroqole
exoonded rfoidly ~nd became the dominant mode of oroduction,
it was not the ease in the »eriphery., 1In the oerivhery,
ournlus generisted locnlly, did not lecd to internsl dewind
-ngd dome=tic invesiment in wroducer goods to any re.sonchbic
scrle, This wos becruce of the Hresence of monocuoly elem: ots
in the relztionship betveen tha countrics of the metromolo
and those of nerishery i,c. exclucive conlirol over
r¢oources or morkets ond the »revention oi irce comﬁu:;onn.1al
First of 211, they mononolised force, Tut in the courze oF
time, the colonisl powers created lopnl mononolies wiich,
among others, included such areag likce osurchose ona
distribution, ilowever, some of these mononolies ceme to
en end with the terminc-tion of colonlzlism, but were
replzcad by nev {orms of mononoly i.e., moncroly in
intern-~tion.l commodity m: rkets .nd mnononoly in

industrial tcchnology.10d
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There now exist a large hody of material on the
under-development theory. Various aspects have been
subjected to highly critical discourse among scholars
both outsicde and within those schools of thought which
we cannot go into here. It will suffice to say only
the main positions of the variants within the school
will be highlighted as a hasis for appreciating why
this author adopted the mode of production framework.

One of the mpst important peints of disagreement relate

to whether capitalism can lead or does lead to
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industriclizetion in the perinheral thiird world countrices,
Andre Gunder Fronk denies the possibility of an indepenccat

sutonomous industrialization.‘ob

He ¢1so denies thet ny
such orocess would huve an effect on the worsening poverty
of tie grest mass of the nooulation, since the orocess of
under-dcvelonment sinks the mejority of itt's oHeople into even
grecter poverty.iah -

But Fernando Cirdeso disegrees with Frank, by arguing
that it iz »ossible for cowitelism to lecd to industriali-
z=tion in the wcrinhercl countries, Hz thus sneeks of
denendent conitrliist development in the third world
countries, ‘ccording to him: “Therc occurs & kind of deeil-
dent cewitelist develoyment in the zcctors of tlhe third
world integroted into new forms of mononolistic cx?ansion“.1.

Anotaer crca of disagreement ~mong members of the
under-develo-ment end dependency school is thot between
Gunder IFrank and pos Szntos, It relates to wih~t method o
adost in exnlaining the process of under-development in the
Lotin American Countries, ‘'/herces Ginder Frank exnlained
the arocess of under--develnmment, from the »Hoint of view of
gctellization, T, Dos Scatos «irgues, thet this should not
be the method toc be ;donted, PFor ¢lthough T. Sentos ugrece
with CGunder thet drzincge of surnlug is on important
elenent for the under—develonment of the Letin ‘mericean
countries, yet, for him, it is not the most important
fector, To him, tihe over time develonment of internal

gtructures, orising from o. prrticular type of
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internstions] rel-tionshin of denendency iz by fér the most
imoortznt clewsnt of under-develonment, Hence, he stotos
that “The »rocess under coneiderstion,., is ¢ case of the
formetion of : certein ty»e of intern.l structure condi-
tionzd by internction-l rel-tionships of :lc-.pcndence.-“"6

One othier immort-rt rrez of digagreement, cmong the
deoecundency theorists, which should be highelighted
relatee to the debete betweon Ernesto Laclou, Reul
Fcru-ndez, Jose F, Ocimpo on the one h.nd, :nd Gunder
Fronik on the other over the lotterte definition of
capitoelism cnd tius his cherccterisation of Letin Americon
socictics ond economies s canitolist in ncture since the
sixteenth century or Ccloni-l JEPiOd.1'?

Frankis ..reunent is th-t Letin Aseric:n socicties and
economics h.ve been ccitalist gince the colonial period,
In order to demonstrate this, he definecd canitolism g ¢
system of nrocustion for ithe merket, for s »nrofit which
dovs not yo to tihe direct oroducer, but r. ther to some

otiier Hersons, His concention of feudrliom is thet it iz
- close nystem of wroduction without m-irket exchrage i.c,
zn economy cthet is not n»nenetrzted by the m-rket, not
linkked to the inltern-tion-1 moarket -nd taerefore, bosicrlly
aubsistonce.icg

sut ReAe Fernandez, Jose Ocamvno ond Brnesto Lacleu,
¢rgue on the coentrary, Drnesto ILocleu crgues thet Frenk
is confusing commodity nuroduction witlh Cﬂgitflist‘

140

sroduction, Fernendez ond Ocempo arguc thot the
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choracterigotion of Letin Mmericen societlies ond economics
18 taxitelist in nature from the cokoniszl neriod is wrong.ltl
Thet on the controry, tne Letin Americcn economics znd
soctytics heve remewned feudal since the colonicl oeriod

and that i1t is this fcilure to develop ceitolism that ern
best exslain their under~develoamcnt.1lz' They moved on to
argue thet Loatin America has not succeeded in developing

capitalism becruse during the coloni:cl vpcriod, the Latin

Awericien countries dominated politically end economically

=3

(¥p]

pein and ortugcl, ~nd bec-vse of this, Soyain succeeded
1835

y
in thuorting most atteuts =zt cajritnlist development,
Morceover, ot the end of the coloninl neriod, when these
countries beceme politicslly indemendent, these countiries
di¢ h:ve some opportunities for coyit-list development, bLut
they couvld not zvail them:oclves of the new ownortunities
beeause of the structures 2lrendy built in thesc soeletice
by the colonicl neriod.“h

It is thus, cle:r from our discussion so for thet
gcholars of the under--develooment and denendency school
meint-in that caritzlism in it's coloniclist znd imerie-
list form is to blsme for the backwardness of Latin
smerica, /frice ¢nd even &sic. Put the next gucstion,
we should now address ourselves to, is how have scholire
of the under-develonment and dependeincy school interpreted
the swecific issue of fumine, which is the subject of the

arecent study?,
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Frenke ond Ch:igin, anplied the model under discussion
to locute what they call the "secds of femine', which
occurre@in the neriod 1960 - 74 in the Sahel region of
J'-,J'.‘I'ic::..it5 They deecribed gand anclyzed the social end
ecological destruction of the 1968 -~ 74 sahel drought and
famine, curing which -btout 100,000 ''est 2fricaons died of
stervetion cnd hunger, & oroblem that w..s comhounded by the
critic-l reduction of ~griculturzl nroduction. However, in
the e¢ndy they trccd the history of the fowmine to the
imn. ct ef French coloniel government policy on the fragile
ccology of the region ~nd the effects of food ~nd export
regulations on cpricvlture znd on the social s;ﬂ:ruc'c.urc."t6

Here in Migeric, on rtteant wege mode to c27ly the
dependency theory in carlysing the issue of fomines, For
instaace, Aneldoorn, Shenton :nd Hnttsiz7 have 21l conducted
studies on famines in orthern igeric uwsing the under-
develonment znd delendency theory.

Using v:rious case studies, the cuthors argued thet
hunger is not o notur~l ohenomenon, for it is o social
problem.1!8 They further contend thot crises in the third
world c¢cn only be fully grosncd, when situcted within the
socicl form-tion of nerinheral copnitelicm i.e. in terus
of the extent to which pre -capitclist modes of »roduction
were cilher mointeined or tranciormad ond by the menner of
their incorvoration into the world cocritealist ;ystem,1t9

In ¢n cttemmt to test thetheorcticsl Fromework being

provosed, Shenton and Wiotts begon by demonstreting that,
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though pre-colonirl Northern Nigeric experienced isolated
food saortrges, yet there existed elaborrte systens of
precaution znd combstive ressonsc to the nossibility of food
cricis to cope with the nroblem.lao These, they crguea,
included the selcction of drought resistant straius, the usec
of crop combinctions, which voried with yeerly environment:l
fluctuations, the efficient system of inter-cronning cnd
treditionel techniques of stcrage which ensbled grein to te
stored for long neriods, Others included the constitution of
the farming fowily units e.t.c.11}

However, tho ruthors zrgued thet zs a result of the
incornoretion of Worthern Wigeris into the world cepitelist
aystem, beginning roughly from the end of the ninetecnth
century, most of tne indigenous socinl reszsoncc mechoniegms
to feminer werc crodeddigz This w:s done by
sever:zl mecusy TFirst of 41lly there wes the et of councuest
itself, vith 1it's consecqucnt neg-tive effcctg on food
aroduction, JSecondly, there was the introduction of I.ritish
taxes ~nd the monetizotion of the economy, Thirdly anc
most imnortently, wea the trensforamction of indigenous
lend tenure system in Northern Nigeriz, Fourthly, w:s the
#bolition of slesvery and tine introduction of forced labour
to work in the mines, on roasds znd on rrilway r:mwtruct‘.:!.tzmez.m‘5
Shenton ond 'latte srgued that the nct result of these
consciously nursued colonizl nolicics in Northern ligeric

ves Lo lecd to famires,
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It ie azgein clear from our discussions avove, thaot
imlericlist exoloitction is being blimed for the femines
in the third world by schol-re of the under-develooment
and ceosendency nchool,

Hovever, insnite of tle contributions of the under-
develoonent ~nd aencudency theory towerds our underctsnding
of the general issve of famines in the third world, some
concentuzl gnd methodoin icilveaknoescs have been
identified vith it,

Firstly, in » n erticle wubliched in 1971, Licleu
gccused Gunder Frank of ~dosting =n 'unuorxist' concention
of caritelism, ™ s criticiecd Frenk for equating
canitalism wvith commodity cxchange z2nd this, by logical
coroll.ry, locating the ccuse of setellite exploitation in
the " »c or exchenge rather then in the svherc of
oroduction.ia5

According to Laclau, cepitrlism in merxisct theory, is
-~ mode of nroduction cnd not ¢ mode of exchconge, Under the
canitilist mode, the forces of n»roduction sre combined and
o ro-orgoniscd by meens of commodity exchonge i.¢ labour,
land ond cuital become commodities which arc freely
exchonged in the morket +nd whose reloative veolue (i.c.
orice) is determined by the forces of susnly ond demend,
Thua, free woge lrﬁour znd freely reansfercble pronerty
rights ~re weculiar to the caaitrlist mode of production.I26

snother veskness which has been associsted with the

under--aovelenment #nd dejendency model, is thot since it
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conceptualizes derendency in tcerms of exchirnge relation.
instead of <3 ¢ socisl formation which his been subjected
to the dominent canit~21ist mode of production in the
mctronciiten countrics, the result is that there is no
serious cless cnelysis,.

It wes in zn attoenpt to overcome the above conceptucl
andwetholologic 1 veoknesses, ossocieted with the under-
development and devendency theory thot in the 1970s, there
begen to be ¢ shift of emnhesis to the modes of production
analysie in on attemnt to reinforce the besic fromework of
the denendency school in gropnling with the problems of

under--develonment in the third vorld countries,

The modes of production a»w»roach is rerescnted by
the wourks by Loclav, Terr:y, Dupre! ond hey.iﬁ? Thesc
zuthors ~ttumnted to understond poverty and exnloitztion in
the under~develoned third world countries as & resull of iLnc
sriticuletion of cooitslist modes of »roduction within »prc-
casitelict socio-economic form-tions,

For instence, Duore ond Rey who hove excmined the
impact of the capitzlist mode of wroduction on the pre-
caitalist modes of wroduction of third world econornies
come to the important conclusion that, in most coses a
cevitalist mode of production does contribute to the
nersistence or secrpctu.tion of »re-c. itzlist modes of

TR0

nroduction, During the neriod of early trcding contecta,

the carizzlist mode sunnlied goods cunag injected money -nto
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the enbsistence system, However, clthough these items
pvere absorbed into the system, they did not seriously
undermineg the tredition:l nrocess of production.ug

The establishment of colonicl conirol, during which
the cunitslist mode of production hed comiucnt influence
over the pre~cepit list mode led to the development of = 11.
scele commercisl agriculture, plentetion systems, mining -nd
limited industrlalizotion, However, insoite of these
developments, the traditional modes of production remcined
intact in some rural wrees,

Moreover, Laclou hos ottemnted to #nply the wode of
oroduction anslysis .o the study of under-develovpment in
Letin America, According to Laclecu, the main voint to nole
cbhout imnerialist exosloitztlion here is thet metroooliten
canivelism did not leed to the establishment of copilc list
relations of »roduction even vhen the Sctellites countrieu o)
the Letin America were incornorcoted into the world ce»it.l1ig!
markct.}so

On the contreory, metro-oliten cenit:lism brough sbteut
an allirnce betvieen the beneficisries of the cepitzlist
releotion of production 2nd those of the pre-conitolist
reletions of production, In other words, it crticuletec
canitalist modes of surnlus cvoronriction (e,g commodity
exchange) in alliance with -re-cenitelist modes of surplus
anoropristion (e,g tribute collection, servile exrctlons,
use of slaove l.:.bour).131 Through this, eccording to

Laclau, metronolitan conitalism hod moximum beneflis,
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Commodity exchange was introduced world wide, arranging n
international division of labour which could best serve its
needs. Finally it was able to get the products of the satellil
countries at prices determined through extra-~economic Ieiua-13:

The exploitation that is being carried on by extra-

economic means led to low wage costs and low ground rents in ¢t
under~developed countries which when enconsulated in final
commodities for international exchange, results in the low
price paid for these commodities as opposed to those from the

advanced capitalist countries for which they were traded.ts3

The mode of production framework has some major advantages
Firstly, it enables us to analyse and understand the differenti
experiences of different peripheral areas. Secondly, by locati
the cause of exploitation in the sphere of production rather
than exchange, we are able to comprehend fully, how colonialism

brought about famines in former Niger province.

1.4 THECRETICAL FRAMEWORK AND MRTHUDOLOGY

OCur main focus in this study is to examine the relationshi
between imperialism and famines in former Niger province. We
began by exposing the limitations of the definitions ot famine
provided by Foeze, Don, Patricia, Castro and others, on the
basis that they are based on only one element of famine and,
therefore devoid of a comprehensive and universal applicability
and acceptance. we thus proceeded to gave a universal definitic
of famine as a social problem which involves the starvation of i
substantial proportion of the population (mostly of the poor 1
class) as a result of extreme food shortage affecting some
sizeable area and characterised by a fairly long duration.
Furthermore, we drew attention to the fact that the immediate

result of famine is malnutrition and under nutrition, which has‘



“luveye resulted in high infqnt mort:lity ond decth rote,

We ¢1lso mde the noint thet famine is 1. rgely o third vorld
sroblem »nd th-t those who “survive® it are often rel-tiv:ly
nselews to themselves re vell cs to the soclety,  Theze
negotively aifect the solo-economic develonment of third
world countries, Those who “survive! guffer from mentel
defects, widch mcans thot the ments1l cepzbilities for
scicntific 2nd technologicel innovetion :re adversely
nifected, Froced with this situcstion of socio-economic
undeir-develonment which nersetuctes femine, third world
gocictics ~nd econonic h.ove no choice but to imoort food
cnd borrow  technology; - »rocess which hes furthered their
gstrtc ¢f desendence rand soclo-economic backw rdness,

Studies on former ¥Wiger orovince in the coloni’l nerioc
generally fall into the following crtegories, Firstly, there
=re¢ the wvorke by Nedel, lMason, Shuaibu Nribu #nd Hasssn,
Thelr emoyhesis hove been on the anthropological, politiccl
and administrotive cccounts of the ares, to the clmost
comnlete neglect of it's sgricultural history.liq

Secondly, there are studies by Honkins, [logendorn . nd
Helliener,155 2lthough these worlks hove dealt with

dgricultursl hi-tory, yect they hzve been inverisrbly
concerned with the exvort cash cromng like groundnuts, cotton,
bennieeed ¢.t.c, with little or no detniled study of the
intem~l subsistence food crons like guines-corn, millet,
Sorghum, ricc .nd y-ma, Moreover, these works heve snolied

the theoreticel fremevork of the develonmentrlizt school



with the verious loonholes tht hrve been iderntified with
it

Thuirdly, there sre those worke th t not only epplied
the deascendoney friacworic in ex-miniug femines, but zlso
have to some cxtent concentrited on enmolyszing the internsl
subgistence food crong, These vorksc include thoue by
Aneldorn, sShenton cnd ﬁntts."s Hoyover, 28 2ood oe thouc
vorks =r¢, they generslly h:/ve two serious chortcoming:
wnich should not be overlooked .nd which, therefore,
descrve sowme mention, The {iret shiortcoming is their 1:c¢le
of emuiricrl concretenecs, In other words, much of their
works ~re biscd on mere generclizetions, Thus, no stteomnt
wos mede by_hhe:c cuthors in tielir resc: rches to carry out
cny deicilea ctvcy oo ctudies of gnocific ¢rses of faminoc

-

in some maccific :ro:-s ol Northern Migeric, The seconc

i

vernsness in their etudics is thuat, they lich -~ serious
excmiuntion of nroduction rel tions with the result th.t uo
rigorous clacs cnclysis heva been mr A,

Thereforc, in zon cttemost to tronecend thewe sroblems,
vwe sh.ll apply the mode of wmroduction fr-ueworic inm onclvoing
the rel:tionshin between imoericlism end frmines in fornied
Higer orovince, This fromework ellovic for cnclysing the
differenticl exvweriences of different ocrinncral regionc
and ~reas, &8 wvell ag the differenti:1 exoseriences in
different hictoriccl periode,

The implicction oi adooting tho nbove fr:mework is

tiit { aines or pecscat impoverishment in former Hizer
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spovance ould o exslodned in berme of the mode of
sreduction usly-in. In vieving the whole aroblem fror tids
garpgaecbive, ve Biusl) cremine tae soci-l formction of il i-x
asrovance bofore the colonicl rols, in terme of the uoves
of prosuction nd ¢l =z relrtions, Farctly, this would

enrble us Lo gr:oy the dorinunt nede of roduction in lifer

=

nrovince before tue colonirl seriod, Jecondly, it ic
through our iknowledge of the src-c: it. list moae that
w11l be ble to . sarceiste the m- gnituce of the climges
thnt were engendered during the oeriod of colonisl rule in
the ~res, In thic vein, therefore, ‘¢ shoell excmine the
srcciiic n-tuve of the incornor.tion of tlhc »ersiatry into
the vorid croitslist system, This nocezs-rily aaslics n
exemin-tion of tihw nolicics iud »r.ctices of tiwe coloni-l
st-te in relction to lovery, l-bour, toxetion, londuse und
tenure, ~ad other relotad motters,

Yailr “3orvo cih ig suoepior o other oowrocchaes Tox
number of reas™mzs., First of 211, thc merxise an 2o ch
cnibles us to trest socisl shcnomen: in the comtext ci Lhelr
historic: 1 dcveloment, This iz oanozed Lo the oo ch oF
noinstresm ieutern soci. 1l scignce vwhich encour: gos tac Vs
of soci:l nhenomens, ~s5 sometining “given- or e thing vhich
haosen to be therce, fully forncd nd vith set chrrocteristics,
O the controry, moriist wothodology “emcour.ges the
erceation o4 moci-l shenomcn: neg clements of o continun or

137

ag woments of ;n unfoluing arocess vith the result we

cre ¢ble to h ve 2 morc srofound understonding of hov



socirl “hcncmen: c¢.ae to be wlivt they are and to ‘mecke
some conjecorre sbout whot they would bccomc“.1’3
Scconcly, by 1 :.yiny cemoinoyels on the interr.ction
of the difisrent elemonte of gocicl 1life (coaciilly the
cconomic siructure, soclcl structure, moliticil struciture,
end belief systea) the o rxist  2orosch zuables us to toics
coorore holistlice view o societly, the conscancnee of uhich iz
th-t, it 1lc¢ dg ws to 1 da-denth rnslysizc -~nd understondine
of the Cynimic of nociety such s the histori.a o ony

socirl ceientivt coeis to unr wvel,
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2.1 LATgOBICREOH

In cheonter one, we ex nined the variou. internpreta-
tions th ' t h.ve bizn given to the genersl issue of under-
develoonent cnd the o <cific issue of frinines in the third
vorld couniries, The »oint wes m de that femines in the
third world couniries czrnot be sen.roted from their spe-
cific rocio-cconromic systcime ~nd the organiegction of
prodiaction =nd distribution, Jhst this means ie that the
phenomenon must be linked to the soecific socicl syctems in
which they occur and thc differenticl -~bilities of tae
cycstens to copc with the effcts,

Hence, in nursvence of our atten it to document ~ud to
exnlain the re—-occurrenceof femines in our =rez of study
from 1900-1945, we ghzll, in this chziter, ex-mine the
sociecl formation of Niger province on the eve of ?ritiah
conquest with & verticulor focus on the 3dncigepous
mechanisms tiiat were evolved by the »neonles of the area
to mitigote or cushion the imp:ct of famines before the
incention of vritish colonisl rule, 7This exercise woulad
enuble us grasp the 1. .ter magnitude of the tr nsform:tion
of the pre-cxisting indi cnou~ set-up, brought -bout by
Briltish colonialism which :ctually p ved way for tiae

incessont fonmines in Niger osrovince in the seriod 1300-i954,
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& EE SICAL FUOLKMICH 0F BICE:D cOViz:

Belore the Pritich ccnouest of higer nrovince,
be ginning rouzhly froua 1900, tlic donin nt modes of
nroauction fouand in the oroo, vere the tributery ond
coumun~l tyacs, The tributory souc of nroduction wes found
cacng e Mg in Lhe cmirctes of fgeic, 5.omoi, {dds nd
Ront-gorr., Hero, societlics were ch ruocterised by two mzin
cl: epse -~ Lhe "sieoniry «nd tee londsd cristocrecy who
fornmed the ruling clirss, The ruling cloes @ononolised the
20liticol functions of the socictics (nd exected tributcs,

Mt the comunnzl tygse wee Iound mcinly .mong the Hhverd,
iere, Lhere vio-s thiec absence of clesr senarztion of direct
aroducers from the wcrns o, production, Ilowever, in both
tae communsl ond tribut.ry wodes of »roduction vhich
arevoiled in our aree of study, ogriculture formcea the mout
immoritent scctor of oroduction suvnlemented by fishing,
hunting wna creft menufoctures. Thus, o groncr under-
stoanding of the societies oy Figer nrovince should begin by
cn exomdine tion of the ownershin snd control of lsnd, Thic
is bec.use, not only wre lend the most imvportont nicans of
aroduction, but otner forme of socizl rel-tions, other thi-a

biological, smr-nz frow it,

a4 tne nccture of o-mersghin
Geogrzupically soecking, before 1500, most of the arce
under siucdy fell in the Ssv-nn: region of MNigeri. wherse

little or o {forcet 1. ud wes svolloble, “The l-nd in Nirer
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swovancs fcll dnto five m in el ceific Lioug, Thase wol
tac viegin forcni L opg, nershy lond, oneu g csland,
edloy 1 ond bae srered snd taboo 1 nd.l

izgin furi ot Lind w s rich in nola trees o nd not

.

nesd oy foradng. eonowierlly, the saignificence ~f thies
bone 1 i in thi 5ot ik % the 20le treee, orovidea wing,
vrocit, 0il, ternel cpd Lhe 3 dn weonchas for thr tehing na
fracing,

Meoels 1:oad ove the most ve lu ble lond obirined in
Diser sroviacy w4 suibeble noinly for t
PLde by sc 0f 1 nd coul? bz foend | long tic iiger snd Kodans
viver Yelleys - slong the busing of u 11l stressmy whice
formsy bhe trivutrrics of thise mivove, Fhe olluviue
v ghed ¢om by the etrecms, cusurcd the fertilivy of thc
s rehy landéss

Emelly igvortene im the cre~ of study, we the onen
gi: el nd, vhick wes Lhe Yorgest o tch of lond rveils il
for the cultiv tion of » vericty of grcins other then rico,
YHere - loo £ 1low 1 nd, wosi o: whith wes found in the
0 n 50 eslonc . res, bui in the high density nonul-tion
cresg osound win=Kodun , follow lond wes not very commol,

i 11y, theme w3 s cred cad todoo 1 oad in The scau.
La. 1 ool 1onos were reoserved for the worehin o. nods zad
chevafooe out ol bounzs £0 URIMLAOIILOT NLTS0NS,
SaoNg he Duae i fyeri gompunivies, tacse londs were

not worwcd for ricultuirl oucwosue,
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did not necieonrrily invelve tae villoge hecd, for it
sanely ga crroageacalt entvercd Letween tlhie contr..cting
Yool heces oub socled DYy viinesnes,
ronel cledms thet wong the fune, a wen vhe obtainc:d
1:nd by borrowing v = exarcted to oy . ycrrly fixed reni

in lana, vhieh generclly w s one bundle of willet or

Q

sorghua, ilovever, .0ng the “wari, esscci:lly in the
Minns - 0G00 nred, - evson who borrovied Lionéd choued hic
grotoivlness by scending « buncle of guincs-coern (or o lo- ¢
0: yow) Lo the lender efter h.oyvest, or LBe crg-nised ¢
looour to sels the lender on e from,”
rt syea € Sorperving oi lond, -n oandividesl o
oviced 1ittle lond cmwong tie (unae, conld obt-im more lorc
throngh leoping., “he l:md v s lerucd not only for o lom,
nepriod, but - lse for ~a Indefinitc duration. IMowvevey, :cfore
the 1 nd could be losed out to tae individucl; he wes
suxosed to cgree to one me jor condition, ncowmely, tae
aoyment of ¢ yecrly fixed rent in kind, oSut vhen the
indivaducl to whoa lina wes lesscd def-ulted, on this
condition, the cntire srrevgement wos immediately c<ncell:d.1c
ot only wa 1.l lersed to zn individusl who acd
little leond, tihese weo oncther method by wvhich he could
gecure 1. nd in the »reriod before tlhc sritish conquest frouw
1200, K.del st tes th-t ovonz the Yune, this wie “by gu1b-
mitting hiosclf into the service of - leondlord wio owmed
lorge territory of 1rund =g = reswlt of the fief waich he

wos given by toe Fisn, v The l:udlord in turn gove tle
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indaviau: L who Le=d little 1lr-nd, worc of tic lond ond
nyitended to hdm noliticsl nrotection, lowever the
iadivida, b wiio cebmitted himeely fulfilled conditions
like oo inditiel gift in iwind, occescion~1ly presents cod
other cxwregzione of homipe, IDat waen taeoe counditions
vere not sEhGred o tan arrcncenent vies asu lly revokcd.‘“

doving congldersd thy v slous ethod through which
individurls wvitiout anough 1, ad, oktr-ined somc, ths next
gagpblion; woe caovlu odures: our adnds 1o 1y Yh t wes th
“osition of strongers in ral tion to villoge londes beiore
the "ritiun conouesst from 110072

1roaitaon. 11y, 1l the grouwns in our - re: ruccivoed
gty agers on courld terus, wiaether thay ¢/ o fron neqroy
coutiunites or frow ;fer, QGener-lly erecking, ~ new rriv:l
or str-omger could obtein 1-nd by severrl amctious, !ost of
my informants13 cleined th-t 2ll = sirenger did weos to
report to the chief of the »merticul-r villrge conccerred,
wito in turn geve him lond from the »Hull of the villrge Lloac,
igoan, sccording to the informents, the other me-chod woe
for . new ,rriv-l or stroager to ston ~t the house of ony
of the “emily he ds, willang to t.¥e hia in cs & tewdor:ry
menber of the Truily,

wring this merdow, AL wos not the duty of the
st nper ©o ti%e core o, hie food . nd coommd tign,ls
This wog compdletely the resunongibility or the hose, fuoug

the wupe, thz only compens: tion ooad by the stroager boing

srrll sresent of kolonute, “fter steying for gometime 1in
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L houscheld, the glz.opger covld now mut forwerd his
oouegt forv lend iroe the fowdily he-d.s The letzer in
turn, meorcid hiy recuvest to the chief of the wrrticul:r
Vill v commupniiy con:crnad.‘s
soaever, boeiore tas chief of tuo vill:ige corzunity,
fin: 11y g:ve out l.aqngd o tue oir-ager; theie vyere certidn
procedur.s which aust be folloved, Suong : 11 the grouns
in our roo, the Temily uerd vaAQ 4w zved the revouest of his
Meut (etronsor) to the chicf of th vill ge vould hwve 2
tectily for € L poctor . ga rewat-tiopn of <l mlic. at
gur: nger, Thus, . © a4 osticony -utom-ticelly 1.. to €
rojection O the #vulicstaion, rong the Nwee, ©he :mlicu
gbr nger was ~poin exnocten 1o suve izt of wolinuts  u
fowl to the villoge hcrd, when the formrl reauvest por 1:ac
g being ncdey At o Yoter stoge, he ga3n geve gift o:
“olonuts to the reoresent:tive of the chief, wiao vent with
the «o2plicont - stronger to stoke out tiase f:ra - 3101‘..h
It should b st.oted Tt mong most Gwrri ¢ommunities,
cgoccinlly brome o Kute, the m-in criterds used for
deciding whether ¢ etrinfer wos given l:ond or not wes the
cheir cter oy bels viour oi the reciient with gifts
ploying only : sccond:ry role, “hur, if the char:.cter
of . stronger become bLod ofter he w g givea 1-ncd, the
vill: ze elders viould out nrvzgure on the villig: heod to
cithdr-v the 1w nd even oxacl the ﬁ:rmn;er.17
non sLr: REer maong tue lune wos aoel red tou be of

gool Lek viour wd given the lend, he wes oxeanted from

o
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Lae acyvent ©f ths villoge ennurl land tox or Ioake! tox
blie firgt two To threc yerrs, taero-fter; he wos exoccted €
. ¥ hio first Dz: nkat, Jowaver, this ywent won to the
Lomddly hesd, vhoe in turn geve e LP of it to the cuief of the
vill go conceracs, Wedel, <t tes Lot tice next Yz-nke!
20 BUGLECIANK Onue, vers ~oi0 Lo L. vill) pe he-d or

chict :i;:ctly.}&

Jeving eoisacered Loy indiviadu 1 achbers of the
vill: e conmunitaes in ~incr rovince nd xLr
ocuired 1., it ouset bu suited turt thefe sore coert: in
1-ade whdch mae not  eccersible to evoery indiwacn:l, Whoewse
ieXl ipto Luo bro-d citegoriesn; the svered toboo 1 nde ora
tnocze 1 hds 0 ceonomic volue, tac litfer associctea more
wath exclusive 1.l ricuts,

sefore 1400, l.nd considered s t~boo were ususlly »-:.
or the vall ge vairgin l»nd. Yo one w~s elloved to cultiv to
it, 1iIn m0su c.ees, the gucrdicas of religious rites were in
chorvps 0! such londsy Only they were zlloned to enter it,
cither Lo cut firewood or to toke sylvan nroduce, “ny
other individusl who intruded was i{ined, In the cise of tho
Cw:ri, thz finc ws o r:m or » he - go-t with which to
cnpecsse the pods., According to one of my informants,19 the
Gwari believed th t t:bo20 lrnd v the rccrestion ground of
snirito ¢ad forming on such l-nd rrounted to forecing thc
s2irits to cboendon it, It wos furt ier clained by ny
informent th t, it wes the belicf thet o o mirk of their

rnnoyonce vitlk the interference, tlie spirits woulcd bring
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bod luck %o the {_ruur; for exn.her, his chilédren w-roents
or hce biasecly dif:d.:

wur coeuna erlegory of iawcccessible lends, but which
we couslider to be mosc 07 excluvive l:'nd rights were tho. o
londs of cconowic vriue, LL t i~y titote ¢iv ¥ coni:ined o L
trees, . ud kolraucs, Thes vers resiirlcica to Yew indivi-
aurle in tho cetaenities, usurily, the cailcfas  or
Ingeamce, the rop oround Lowiozi, in the Nid- Jwircte
wacre kol nut w3 zrown, <11 1 nds thet cont.ins& koleuut
belongoa to tac chici nd only ke, hed the right to give
n.rt of it to hle sclected subordin-tes ~t his nlessure,™'

tAl, we h ve becu ex wining conctituted €3¢ w.in
fortures of the systoen 0f laad ovperslily cnd :coulilsition
obt: lued in the -~rep of stucy orior to the begiuning oi
iritigh coloni. 1l conguest in 1500, Howevzr, ~lthough 1l.pr.
wes ca iaport.nt aceons of sroduction in vager arovince, yi,
in itgelf, it did not le-d to wroduction, “hercioie, i
nececsnory to consider the production pppcess ii6eli, turl
is te z2y, the socizl org:snisstion of wconouic .ciivities
on the lané such s ggriculturc, fishing, hunting ¢nd crroiis,
ierc, only sianslc toeles like knives, sicers, ¢nd hoes wers
veiloble For the nurencnce of the v.rious cconoiic
ebtivitics, his mo:nt thot the ugy peonls were goci lly
org: niscG in order to reslize meximum benefiis from thedr
cconomic aursuits (giver tiw lov lovel tochinology) is

irsortont oud baerefors worth our considerstion,
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garalus of Llhe ¢f-.0 wes used to fulfil the soclial
oblig-tions of it¥s mew.crs, like housing, clothing,
foeddry, coury 7or o wife, mediccl trectiment :né nuaing
coreonies, fLltudousl Lhe surolue obtoined from the efriio
WS raca Tor vroviadiag itte moubers wath agriculiursl
insloeuts ond the fulfilment of their cgoci:l obligutions,
the other ~nd romeining nort ras aot only exchenged fer

.

cther commccition;

)

but .z ucea for tihc »oyment of the

-
taxee of 1t1s wenbors o the shote 7

8 L1 A v orgeonicetion of oroduction st the gfilo
VW 8 eonceraed; thoers vy syston of mutusl coolztencs

1 rgoeat e solluctive labour wnvng the vidlloges, %hcsc
Lyes or collective izbouvy s~rmong the Yu-e were 'movn ro
eabe QQOLQ.EG

Thi egbe vidch woe the equivelent of gayya lcbour -
faus. societics, involved tic coming togoether of meny
heuscheld to form o oingle work ferce 6n o »rojecct, whicu
was gougat for, whenr the Llobour to work on the ¢f ko forms
becae insulficicnt bocevse of the swollness of tihe giglo
or ¢& . reeult of the illnecs of it's members, irregular
r:ins or curing the =eriod of heoprwesting of cro:c.h?

The rocsdure for enlisting the Nclp of the gZoe
took thir forit: #irst of rli, souc fow devs before (n
grkbe toolr 1. ce, tie youngmen of the houschelds contacted
srQ eig onigea tucir ivieads or cven neiglhboure {or efLnc

vork, dext, the e ¢ of the host houreheld, scat ouvt
] ?

iavitoation to drusmcrs aed musicic-ne to nlay ~t tane ggbe,
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Pin:ily, 2t w2 Sac duty ox tae soue houscnold he~d to
supoly Lhe {food and drinite wiich it'z uembers consumed.'&
dowever; ie mnni be enpbosized thet the youngmen of

Tt gfoke heuscholds cowid uel golicit for the help of
sabe.  Jhe groc could only bo vied on the houschold
form ig0, on Lhe forun thet bolenged Lo tae Bo.ce of the
b0 0 those o 01d nea, This, occording o anel; hed
poe sdveat, gess

L omreovides » Etuo folu baliouce in 7 ovour of

vhe OLE den wae crnnot work o erfficieatly o

the yorugien . nd ia £ vour oiv the mociologic~l

necou of e fomdly groun vao thougil, acch: o

no Lon.er blc te commrnl bue services of o

lerge »ody of co-workirs ¢ still cemmand

the [ zeictonce 07 collective farn woric,”9
Thde they,were sonce of the civeatoges of the grbe ~nd
witdeh vrs confirned by =11 a1y inform~nts,

Hovwer, -mong tihe fune, egbec vork wos supnlementes
by ¢nother tyne of collectlve lrobour, knowm rs the gég;g.f
The ¢zhlo won "riciiscd only during the neriod of the
horveating OF sucit croas thet demnnded larger work groups,
lite groundnuts, cotton .ad berns, The stonderd nroctice
for arrsnging o dzelo wes for fi.roers to consult their
friends for wmutual bel»n whea the necd .rore, Unlilke the
oKbe, the dzglo tyme of colleciive lobout wes orgrnized
on ¢ sncltler seale, the he~d of the housulhivld wvas not
bound to :rroupe for drusdere, muasicicns rné dcnecers,

3

lowever, he wag cxuocted Lo provide foecd ~iter the worlk,



L]
L}

-0 -

Tt is wouworent from our discussion, so far, thet toe
sceactics of i se srovince, before the begloning of Lrpilish
colondrl »ole widro orgeniged, st the houze holé level ir
thedlr tlamots to ersure cdeagu:te wroduction of cariculiuz:l
sroaucs, lHowvever, tiaiec woa ferther ro lizod,y ot She lovel
of Lhe i puy tlhrouph the cstroliriment of royul est:r tog or
offici;1 1 rus,;

he royel sovsten were ovaed by the chizf of tue
villages, 2d he dg of the roy.l houses, Shasy wele ncinly
acgulired vhrough inheritincos ‘et tdp iealied, wire Yint
vhen Gthe herd of | roy-l housc uJicd, hic sons sutowm: tic, lly
inkerited Lis foma «0d in 1o wey could it be suld or given
ey by them,

iost of the royel forus werc worited by nezcente, 0t
more aunporteutly, by sloves, This mesnt thrt elave lebhour
wog vedlised, ‘e hove indicstion of thie from vorious
r¢eoorte, For inet.nce, Derih cloimed thet most of the
al-ves from Keno were carried by s 11 car-voens €0 Tornu

znd upe n6 thet “the best of glovey now go to Fiffce

Z

e

(iunc, )
Sinilorly, Londer revworted gecing choutl Zu0lsleves
who were »ut oa sole ip the norket of obaty the then
canital of ]'u)r:.35 Tans on the roy:rl cet-tes, were to
be found sucll heonlets, known s egozi where the roy-?
slovee lived, They looked o fter tac royzl sroneriy :cnd
woriied the lendg, lovever, the first cultivestion in the

yeor, tact is, clearing thne first hoeling on the royal
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forms wos corricd out by Corvee! labour of Lhe entire
villcge zud even of pensante sloves of the necighbourheod,
The wogk lcstcd for days that rraged frowm one to thri:
depum\* on the sizc of the f;.-.rm.z't‘

On the gu-ztion of the ovmershin of the insiruments
of production on the roycl farms only the slaves were
provided with forming tools, The »nezsents invited to vork
on the rorrl forus hod to comc with their own tools and
were not 20id for their luabour, [s the work »rogrezzed,
drunniers ond ousicisne sumsioned by the roy~l lord were ;%
hrné to give cicour. geaent to the workers, :ifter the work,
o, 1ot of bscr cinw weter was sucsolied to t‘.h«,:.l..z‘5

211 the ylelds of the royal cot.tes or forus went to
the chicf of tie vill:ges ond to the heads of the royal
houses, Houever, in return for the help rencdorad by cus
slrves on the roysl formis, the roy:l lords took cire of
their welfaore, Theoy provided them with food, clothing
sad their other needs, The merricd sloves wers zZiven
l=rge individunl plots to farn from wiich they coula
prodice food for their fewnilics .xd cven some for 3;10.56

On the ouestion orf the relative importconce of slive
1-bour in tiic Hunc cconony in gencrn~l, s non wan of tho
opinion ti:t the mi ssive use of slave lrbour ¢id not
meen thrt one cun t:lk of . distinctive slove wode of
production in Yape l:ad bofore 1900, He rprued tact
slwery ws only ¢ form of »roduction, .nd th et therc vis

no Gistinetive, funcoment:l rel-tionshdp botween slives
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“nt slcve owners, wd bectwcen the lord -nd t.ae nocasgnte
who »-4d the foruer trihutc.37

potlh sl veg 'ad vessonts oo id tribute, Stherwisce tuc
slaeves kent thelr ovm wwoducts, This opinion by M.-son, wis

corrchorcted by ,B, B:ickic whio visit~d fupe in the ecrly

yuorrs of Ftsu acliki's roelgn, for :ccording to him,

Throeo-guortore of tio bouring psonul-otion,
whetzry froe or slove, 2. 2t liberty to
hove theds own £ ris, cud to sell the bulk
of tuedir own ¢ro-s, Mhns, though o engll
forner nay himcelf bo ~» slave, tac 1 rger
hig ¢rosz tiac 1. rger ale wrolits, ound in
worlking brvd Lo is not lobouring...s for
the benofai of hiz an stor, Hut 0 his
own Iwwedi:te obchoof; ru¢ thue, though o
lorie nart of the wonul Liom of,,. Muoc
rné slavesy tac lsbour on the snall faros
ie not s.rictly Sl-ve l-bour,58

Thig, it iz cloor thirt sl-very in Buae lina before 1900
vas only -~ foou of lobour ond not sirdcetly, sn cntice Dod:
of aroducction, It wre the sl:ves cnd 2ecnscnts who workcd
tie foyel frremeo tiact ensurcd rdoounte wroduction of
rgricplturnl prodice, which s enormons, Thic wrp rgrin
runalcwontod by Liac agriculturnl nroduction of the »rivate
getrtes or f*rua.jg

Tae nrivate oot trg werc ommed by acmbers of the puling
closoes - which ineluded tie invelligentsi-, w.colthy
narchanta, ond ullit-ry loe-iders, Tacse »wrdvete est-otos
(fisf8) g .Jned »roaincnce in tic ninctecnth contury, oftop
the rovolution: ry covennnt whicu led to the cstoblishuicnt
of the sokoto Cilishatce hed boern coalctea, The Rew

ricvcercey thet vaerged out of this revoluvtion arrog-toed

to thouwe lves the ovnersiiipy of 11 lrnds which vrs



- 32 -

Tuais acticn of the rristogr.cy wos however in confor:itv
vith the Molilkl 1w of Islexn, which stisulctes thot:
“LeonGe which coue into the Poszescion of the foithful,
througi conguect, cxXco ot woste tnd unclriued linds
beediic wrlkf, biuct is cre ticd v domcdictely oftor the

H0
conguesti,

Thus, t*c l~nds vaich woo s0 comguercd, thct
beclonged to conmucrcd meowla were regrerded os Khorgi or
tribute lruds cod Itls zcoole mere c1lloved to renein in
wosueseion on the condition tihst thcy prid regulrr
teibutes to the Spive in nopnctuily, lowever, it weoe in
wn cttenst Lo ewsurs cificiént «duinisztrstion »nd the
collzction of tic tributcs, tu:€ thc now crigtocr-cy
dividcd the lnnde of cach cniivrte Ilnto cubates aud gove
thewr out »¢ ficfs to »nerzoncl friends, mdiitary lo.l-re,
semiers of tlic roy-l houscholds ¢nd the intelllgontzi-,
thene ficf-ovming wcnbors of the ruliing cl-sgcs could
noithor ocll, nor were thoy poradtted to guve then ~wcl.
Aftur thelr centh, the vatrtes were iunhoritced by thedir

!
sona,

Most of tic ariv-te vstries like tuc royal 2rros,
were workcd by corvaoct! snd slove 1obour, The contribution
of taec privete oohoters towerd sroducing caough food in
figer nrovince, w4 eaunlly grid to be gie t, -1though,
10 figures wers provided by wry iasor:.nts to dock this v,
It ir tius clz-r fron our discuasion, g2 Iy, thot
soricultuacl oroduction in fMizer ¥Province boefore the
vorinping of British coloninl concuest, wos orgrnised ot

the Lovel of Lhie houschold, ~ad cstotce in arder t
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cusure ~decuntc »nroduction of fcod,

vost of the f: raing ~ctivitics corricd out bitween
spril ond lovember of the yeor, during wvhich tine, the
cleorang of lend, burning, cultivotion, tilling, sowing,
weeding, horvesting ord storing woere done.uz Howuver,
hoiween tiic nonitiiss of Decerbder ond kerch, nost of the
veonles in Niger srovince generolly enguged ir other
summlenentory ccononic oursuits, like hunting, fishing
»nd crafts nonufacture,

lunting, »l:-yed an duport-at 9r-rt in the oceurationel
lives of tae conmuaitices of Wig.r »nrovince before British
colonirl conquest, This wes poriicul~rly truc of tLhe
Cuord ce indicoted by storics of the founding of some of
their arancinel settlonents. For instonce, cceording to
one informicnt, the first Gwseri to entor th. Kutn
district wore t{vo Drothers, who worc hunters froa aAtujo.
Thcy subgcgquently built # hunting coup =t Junbu, which
grodurlly Zeveloned into & vill:mc.”B

2g0in, cnother dnfora-nt cl: ined Ehpt Priko wes
founded by o hunter noacd Xore, wopulerly krown as Sgrkin
Brkoe Korzo, it is furthcr <lrimcd, ceme firom Abujs end
wes ~ rcknown hunter, In the ccursc ouf onc 97 his hunting
trins, hc found.d - crw: e-lled YWrle, “his sctiloconent soon
sttracted o lorge nuaber of weogley boemuse of the maat,
tiaey conld dvuy, which tiwwy in tuen scld to tr-ders fron
thc north, Oucver ofter the desth of Sericdn Bioti, Walc

wo8 ron-cned Poiko ofter the nane of his vill:ige of orapin

: i
in Abuja E:iratc.+h



proong the Gu-~rd, tacre was o herd Auntcr known ¢s
foze twlkodn: ond for the wuonc, Y wos referred to cos
Shdoecko Y, wecnling the fnther of the hunters, Doth ti
nZo ulads ond the "Wdoegkot wore anwoiantcd oan the brsic
of tie skille, which they possisscd in hunting.h5

thunting was orgruisca € tuc levcels: There wes the
nunting, th-it wes corrdcd out by individunls 2nd groups
af frionds and scecondly, thic hunting oreniui~zed by the
comauniiy ot lorpe, whiech endcd with n yoo:ily hunting
f.sidve1, k6

In the coae of the nunting by indivicduvels ond groun:s
this coulad ¢ <one on r~n indivicwzl b-sis, or arraszaed
by iricnds cud orothers, whe fixel o dote on wiiich Lo go
into the oash to hunv, It wes not very cemmon for iacy to
lczove dn ©he wornings, On the contrary, Lhey 1oft,
a-inly, ot nights buecouse of the genoral belief that
thie yorticul v Limc wes sore rowsrdnble in torms of
killing wray acinsle, Thiz wes 80 veccuse the snimnls
would B2 solacp snd thercfors oblivious of waen thaolr
snciny - hunter strvck.h? 81~11 sninicls that were killed
in thie way ifucluvded duck, grass-cutier ~nd beer,
Hovevery, wiien the occosion dewreded for the hunting of
dragerous cad bizzer »pim 1ls, like liones 18 loniinnis,
more ¢l:voerste prew: retion: woere 20de. The villapgs hood
consule ! ¢ divincr in order to mnsure tie coanlote
snccers of monbers of the huntung cynudition, Then, a

lovege rudnsl vos wilicd, the Hdreeio (1 ther of huntin )
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vig Lavan o .rt of the met -ltaough iv wv-g no
comutliory o 0 Aoy Morvowvelr; -ny wort of the rais l,
ustolly, tic riznt shoulder -ud the et werc gaven to tae
vill:ze decd wulicl, mgrin, wos 2 ardivilspe ~ud not - ram;t.qc
8 gtoesd e rlicy en, -»-rt froaw huntiang on dindividnzl
D 3isy tucre vios equrlly the ye rly huntong festivol which
w8 orT-aired by the villege head, Jacoa o lrrge poac wee
kalled, it vwics cloughterced ro-sted ad Ledt in = corn H-m
wiacre forlis are West, for gaven doys. On tl. seventa Gsy, 2
cerenony wes org rvascd, Wriag vhideh 1l aeunbers of the
village tool: awrt, fhe mect kent in the cora brn we
brouszivl oul, there won nlentiful of beeir to consuue, ~ud
titere vare notive cruwaere, sibgers to jrovide ausic, vailc
~11 tile musters deaced to the tunc, Although, the nuniig
festiv.l wes @ yeorly avent, it could be carricd out wiien
the heo? oi the hvaters 1,e. N celzo died;
Finking, lilie hunting s caurlly onc of the
suvnlenent ry economic ~ctivitice coairicd out in Nigor
siov.nce, a-inly during the dry scoson, wiey tiey verce not
directly eangrged in garicult el wori:s, Adaong the commuvaitie
of wiger »rovance uyboly .- 2 n.iive or ptr-ager was frec
to fish in the "iger since the Woters of tlic Niger were
regearded os boloagang © ;11.50 flovever, tic nonds werc
guarted pgoinst non-vell sers ~ad str-ueers, Owaershin of
0f the »onds tcs either Ly vartue or first sottlenent or
through inheritapce; 'nd t.usy helonged to indivadusls

-

s * " ; 5 .
~lthougin some had no goecliic owers.” It w-a therefore
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not uncownon to find mosl of the »onds being contryolled o
sdministered by their indivicdurl owners. And it wos watiily
their comuetence toe let out some of their Honds to other
peonle wlo, in turn, peid tribute to thcm.ﬁa

Fishing vou orgunised ot two levels: ot the andivicwee!
or group lavel, ~ud cecondly, at the level of the yecrly
fishing feativel, The individuel .nd groun fisling wos
orgrnised by eitker individuols or by frieuds, They cimpl:
decidew on the day to fish ~nd node the necessary »srevara-
tious tu.cids 10, Those whose primery occupntion wee not
fishing, but rgriculture, had to borrow ncts, ond chevicrls
froa fiuhcrmcn, whose nrimory occunction waz fishing,
rfter this wrs done, they set out gnytinme of the lay. ¢t
the end of the Tisuing, the crtches were divided eguelly
~mong the friends, The fishcrumen wiio borrowed thewm the nol
snd chemicale were given ~ort of the catch #2 2 sign of
capreciation, Although it wns not the right of any vill: &¢
hezd to receive port of the catch, yet the fisheruen olso
took mome of thelr best catch to him out of sheer respect.

tuert from fisuing by individucls and grouns, there
was equolly the fishing festiv. 1, walch woe orgenised yo r.
by the villige hCﬂU.55 h=ys were get ~gidc for coanun- 1
fisning oy th: villege hesd ~nd every acle menber, of thc
village community o-riicijy-ted in the fighing festival,
Drunmers and omusicisns were ¢t hand to eatertain and taers

were drinks for nevole to consume., These were provided by

the villuge head, At the eund of the fishing feotivael, tue



big cctch wog reserved for tae village hezd, who in turn
gelected somc for the Jalr, who was regoarded as t.ae owner
of the land.sq

Crafts mepufrcture, like hunting and fishing were
similerly carried out, weinly during the resting seeson,
The peovle of FNiger province were practising such crefts
like zlass-work, black-scithing, brese ond silver-smithing,
and weoving in whica they were eyxnerts, This could be scen
from one or two stories of how somc of i{he arts ¢-ne intn
our ~rez of study, JFor inscoucs, according to one of ny
informants,55 tie knovledge of gliss working was introduced
into the lupe aren by a grous of glose workers, known @&
Mrsaga., They migrated frou Bgy»t, biinging the art wits
thex, It is further cl-imed thot when they left Yigyot, ticsy
prssed tiorough the lands occupied by the Arobs, and the-
through such countries end towns like .orno, Keno ~nd 7.rilno,
ilowever, the tr dition »rocceded to say that members of Lhe
group refuged to siow in cither of these areas, oecrune LLey
did not nossesg the kind of earth that wes necded for the
craftvork, The »nlsce, where the groun finally settled wos
called Gbera, an event which sgairn was said to have occured
during the tire of Tgoade, the legendary founder of the lupe
kiingdom, .owever, the gl-ss-workers loter uoved to such
areas like Jima, Ladeo, abe and finelly settled ot Bida,
56

following the wovencnts of Nupe Tings.
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.
denerally soeaking, the
crafts works woas reminiscent
production, The lobour unit
efako =xlthough there wcs the

work within thc freomework of

org:nisction of labour in the
of what obtained in agricultur
in craft work was known @s the
wider co-operation in craft-

the 1-rge occunrtional unit

known : s the guild.57 lowever, we must poiut out thot ther

were certoin differences in the wony some of the crafts were

orgoniced ot both the efako and the guild levels, 7Whis,

we shall point out as our discussion »rocced,

As for s the org-nization of £f.ko labour in crafi-

work was concernec, it consisied of ¢ father, some brotliere

or other related kinswen =»nd

headed by tiie most senior

member, He directed it'e activities snd suvplied the t00ls

required by the groun, He also had the task of disponing

off the prouucts of the group, He utilised some of the

proceeds to fulfil the social obligations of the members.

It should however be nointed

out tn-t when the heed of tao

efako craftwork becsme incan-citzoted or too old to worlk,

he continued tc be sunmnorted

by the labour unit.sa

te must emnhosise thet efgko work woas very important

in only those crafis which did not require a l.orge labour

force, These included wezving worlis znd bross ond silver

snithings, UYe:vers among the Nune were ¢ lled gduluci i,

cnd were wvell - known in the

~rt of weaving. TFor instonce,

Barth commented that “The Nupe have excelled in industry

from very remote times -nd rival the inhabitants of Keao

in the arts of weaving and dyeing*?@ In addition,

"lapperton claimed that the early part of the nineteenih



o
- B9 -

century, slcves toiien from Nune to Honsal nd were higaly
valued for their skills z2s weavers.ﬂo It ig thus cle-:
th ot the Nune were reknown weavers,

ieaving wes one of tue most individuclistic crofts
thet was nrocticed s it did not necessarily involved the
working together of meny individuels, This was exemplified
by the composition of the efako grouo that was involved in
the weaving crzft which, in nost cioeges, was mede up of a
wen snd his un-married sons, The hesd of the group
supplied the rew patorials needed and provided for the
needr; of members, Ilowever, vhen any of the sons becene
married, he w- s expccted to set up his own weaving businese
although he continued to denend on raw naterisls fr-rm the
efcl:io heod, until such a time when he was fully equinoed
to carry on indeuendently.e1

Another cr»ft which denended much on a smnller lslour
force like the ¢fcio was bress and silver smithing. Cvoss -
smithe among tih:e Wuoe were to be found mainly in Bide and
kacha reas. My informants,6a claimed thet this was thec case
because the demand for the nroducts of the brass - smitis
was highest in these arecs, Unlike the labour-unit amcag
the bliock-smiths, the labour unit sssociated with the brases-
smiths wes nuch siwieller. Sons or brothers, who were morried
or grovn v vere exnected to carry on their ovm vork, with
the result that it wee not uncommon to find the working nait
awong the br. ecosmiths, consiating of, ce ¢ rule, =z man and &

boy or only of one m~n, +het explanstion con we offer for th
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saallness of the labour unit found zmong the bross-ssilh”

feccording to Fodel, it had t. do with the :dure of the
work carricd on by tue bress - smiths.63 It revuired wuch
less ¢co - oOonerstion thsn the work cerried on by bl:cksxiths,
First of all, tne individu¢l brrss -- smiths blew their
Lellovs theaselves, DJecondly, brass-smnith wor't was highly
s ecielized, It wig ticrefore not uncommon to find differeni
workshop grounc s2eciclisiny ia thie production of different
products in order to enzure high guelity, Since tiis was
the ¢azse, individupl sikill and inventiveness w-s encourzged
retuer than collcctive enterariae.ﬁq

It must be cmoh-siged thot other crafts like bl:ck .-
saithing and glass ~ work were equally organized at tic leve:
of the efako except t.ct these were not very prominent like
the above, Ulscksuith and glass works were mainly ori-viged
within the fromework of the 1l rger occuvctional unit Lknown
18 pullds, The glass - worker guild weas one of the be:t
orgrnised of the craoft guilds thet wos fouand among the fune,
Becruse of the convliceotions ond the long process involved
in the masking of glass, which take sabout five days,
eniphegis w- o pl ced on o hizh degree of siecialization and
co--operction of the aony glass -~ workers shope organised
under the guild, Sonei: for instance, srecialised in the
meking of bikina glass while otkere saiecialised in

65

black be:ds,
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The gl:so ~ orkers, h.u & guild hecd, who (esiz el
differant duties to the meny workshooss under his control,
and wos ecvally recooneible for planning their productiion,
Thie w.8 in cidition to advising thew op the m-riet
conditione of tihe jlesms business as well ¢s ensuring tiie
ouslity of the »roduction of its members, Thug, in
pursusnce of these, staadoxrd glass works were dis loyed
in hic oy ghon frou whici othor wmenbers of the guild
were exqectced to tale a cue, The other auties verioracd
by the head of the glose woekers guild included offering
lo=us to wocmbers [nr the wurchase of toolé and getitling
querrels amons thes, He al=so acted s2s thelr renress.t.tiive
in the king's court.66

The bl. ck - gmith workers also hed ¢ guild - he:r? who
wags known ~s Dokodza, He was anpointed by tue Etsu of the
Nupe people. All the blecksmith grouns owed him ~lliogi.nce
end og i exoveesion of tiulis, they sent ~ gift of Cruds
iron ore to the guild - head, during the océassion of the
yerrly sallah celebrzatiocin, In return for this, he settled
disoutes avwong the bl.clisnith grouns ond sgerved as the
intermediary Hetveon them ond tihe king'z court, Wwhen,
for instance, the conrt plrced orders, he distributed tle
work auwong the cr:ftuoen of the guild according to tleir
cevscity #nd skill,

#hel was more,  porcunticeshins in the bl-zksnith

works rauged petween two znd four yecrs, However, before




i

o G -

a oerson who cuccessfully went through the ye.rs of
apprenticeshi was {finelly cualified to practire, a
graduation cc. -rony wes arranfed for him end wresided

over by the herd of the prorticular uild section. !Is
usual, on such occasions, there were musicicns to enter-
tain and dinks to consuwe, Towards the end of the ceremon)
graduates was declured gualified to practfs the black
smith trade, He wns offered all sorts of advice, especizll
on how to operate his chosen profession, Finally, he took
the oath to zbide by the rules of the black smith, works
guild,®?

2.2,3  The Jssue of Swrplus Aporopriation:

Having exemined, how production wae socially org: nisc:
in agricultur:l nroduction end in other suppleumentary
activitics like hunting, fishing end crofts monufacturc,
we may ncW direct our attention to the question of the
cor¢ioll of sur»lus in the process of vroduction, This is
important because it is sn ccknowledged tact thot 'tue
control and anpronristion of surplus is cruciz 1 in
identifying the ruling clasces of any socinl f:ere.t..“f.o;r-.E'ES
Thus, an exomination of the issue of the use and centrol
of surplus is important to the vpoint of enabling us %o
identify the ruling clesses of Niger Province, beforc the
inception of Lritieh Colonigl rule,

Surnlus extraction in Higer Province, took two major

forms, These were in the form of labour rent and rent in
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5O . . .
Gs However, we will begin by examining labour reunt in

kind,
the »rocess of production, at the different sectors of thc
econony, like agriculture sud the crefts works,

As has been cteted carlier on, the fundamental unit
of agricultursl nroduction =nd consumption in Niger Province
was the household known oe gfako, which weos headed by a
senior man 2nd mode up of neny families, At harvest tine,
the agricultursl oroduce of the house %old was handed over
en toto to the he»d who stored i° in a central granary,
under his comple.e coutrol, Somre of the produce was taken
from time to tinc and shared out among the families that
mede un the houschoeld, by the head., The criteria for this,
wes the sizes of the fomilies, As @ result, the amount of
the produce which tlie houseiold head gove to smoller families
was minimal compared to the lurger ones,

However, as we pointed out earlier, the agricultural
surplus resliged wrs nlso committed tc other uses, The 1cad
of tihe house hold bought sgricultural imnlements for merbirs
2nd used vort of the surplus to fulfil their social
ovligations, like housing, clothing, 'eeding, dowry for =
wife, medic.1l treatment ~nd noming ceremonies. The household
herd exchanzed the reoaining psrt of the surplus for other
commodities and the prymcat of taxee of members to the stote.

Surnlus wrs equaliy extrocted through labour rent at the
level of indivigdu-ls ond the st-te in the process of
agricuiltural prodvction, e had stoted earlier tict indivi..

dual menbers of tue ruling clesses like the irtelligentia
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Thus, tue daanks wes no*t r Iixed tax but rather, » “gifce

I

meont to express the blessing thet “.2id on the l-ond, uwhich
the farily recciveld from the chiaf.?o

Another foruw of surolus extraction took the form of
the cattle tox or Jongali, which wes cierged on heads of
cattle, iioreover, there wae the title of Zakka, which was
levied on the siaple zgroin dpws (Sorghum) znd C_ro (Millet),
The dakka wes ten percent of Lhe grain outyput fter hervest,
Other taxes wer.. thosre on the snecialiced trodec and erofts
in the Uroon centres, which vere collicted hy the Tmir:s
resresentatives. These Laxas ta2lnen collectively, amourntcs te
the exnloitztion of the weorle although there were »rovision:
that governed the exemwilon of individunls from thonm dn
addition to the amount ~nd roue of collection veung govormed
by the rules srescribed in the _Shariﬁ.?1

In suumary, hoever, we ccn =ay tust the dominent  ode
of surplus awroorigtion in Wiper »roviunce before the
inception of British Coloni:l rule wae tribute, This could
be found in those orcas like Bide, Agaie, Lapal and
fontagors, which were corved into }uadzotes and incornorated
into the Sohkoto caliasliate, ilero, the societics were
cilarccterised by two main clisses - the nerzantry and the
ruling close, with the loiter wonopolising the functions of
the sccietie’s nolilical orzanisetion and exzcted a tribute,

But, we must euph.sis thel In th. t prrt of Cwerilsad,
borderins the adrater of kontagora, 7zzzau ond guse, tie

pode of sradaction was communczl. This area rewmgined l: rgely
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indcoendent and wis never conquered and, thus, naver
incornorsted into the Sokoto Caliphote, Yh-t this me:nt

was that their communal mode of nroduction, remained largely
untouched, the ncin feature of wnich was the =zbsence of
clear seorration of the direct »roducers fror the means of
oroduction, The direct nroducers owned the means of
production ond the proceeds of nroduction. Thus, the
distinctiong, ~seociated with feudal znd ceznitolist modes of
nroduction were absent, +~eceusc oy this, the smprovristion
of sur»lus by a non-productive claes end the resultant

clase contradictions was almost absent.

c.8%.a SUperstrug

sy Wwe have earlier mentioned tlhere were two bogic
socio-economic formations co-existing in Niger province
before the beginning of British colonizl rule, First of all,
there was the tributary socio-economic formation reprecented
by the Bairstes like Ageie, Lapai, Bida, and Kontagora,
In these Driratesg, societies were charccterised by two
social classeeg in addition to slaves, There were the
peasant clrsses and the cazliphate aristocrecy who formed tiie
ruling closses aund who exacted tributes, The second type of
socio-economic formation was the communzl tyone which, as we
have rlready pointed out, existed in ports of Gwari lond which
were never corquevcd by the Jihadists throughout the 1:th
century.

#hnt the above meont, wes that both the tributary snd

commun~l socic-economic formations, in pre-colonial timec
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ho¢ their enccific svnerstructures in terms of evolving
tieir nolitical, legel, philozmonhical, morzl, artistic and
religious forus., The econoric subsiructurcs we heve
~lready discussed, were diclecticelly relnted to the surer-
structures evolved in lMiger »rovince, Thus, it ie
important to ex.aine the superscructure since, this would
enable us heve - more counrchonasive view of these sociciies
within which our 2nzlysis of fanine is located, We will
first begin by ex-mining the n.ture of tae superstructure
of thie triovutary zocio--ecconomic formetions re»nreventsd by

tue BRalrotes of fgaie, Lopai, Bide znd Xontogora.

As @ regult of the success of the Sokoto Jihad, scuc
asreas were corved into Emirates in Niger province anong
wnich were Bida, Agaole, Lawvel ond Kontogore, Iut the Jihad
did not fundementslly change the socio-cconomic structure of
the various pre-existing societies th:t were incor»orated into
the Sokoto Celivhate, Moircover, the Sokoto Calinhate
wae divided into Fustern and Western sections for the pur .oac
of effective edninistration under the Juricdiction of
Sokoto and Gwandu, 1in which tne Fair:ieg in Niger »roviance
werce brought under the sdeinistration of CGwondu, Thus, in
return {or their conointmentec as fmirs, they geve tribute,

p~1d allegi-rce ~nd contributed militzry contingents to Gwandu,
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In 211 the e=irate ferm=«tions in our area of study,
the Emir was the head of the individusl airatcs, but
cesicted by title holders, who were expected to stay in
the canital, The title holders were given fiefs, wiich
were administered on their behalf by their own subordincte
chiefc or agents. 7Tut, in return for the fiefs given to
them, the fief -~ beneficiaries were expected to collect
taxes, su ply nilitery contigents and labour from their
ficfs.72

The administration of Justice in the Fuirsztes, wes
fundoamentally brsed on the Sheria and administered by the
Fmirs =nd muslim Judges known as Alkalei (singular: Alkoli),
The Alkalai were appointed by the Emirs., Ilovever, for cace
which were beyond the powers of tie Alkslai to azdjucicate,
they were usually referred to the Emirs courts which werc
the highest in the Imirastes,

The bureoucracies of the different zreas was manned
by the Ulamg (learned scholars) in the muoslem orea, The
majority of theu served as teechers, religious leoders,
{(Imans) Judges, or scribes all of who werc appointec by the
mirs, They were peid in salaries from the surplus prcuucts
extracted from the neasantry, In addition, members of tlis
class had private esteotes on which they employed the labtour
of the peasants, sl.ves, «nd those of their students, It
must be emphasiced tlhzt some members of the lower clesses
such 28 slaves were also rccruited to serve the state 2os

messensers, courtiers and body guards, The Zgirsteg hed
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heir police force which was generally known -s Dogarai,
mode up of either the slgves or clients, ¢nd charged not
only with the m~raintenunce of lew and order, but clso ccted
as watchmen and the nersonal guards of the rulers, Prisons
were also maintained by the various BEuirates.

In teras of it's organisstion, the rune army was
loosely orgenised, It posscssed only a small nucleus of
regular troope, which was resresented in the fair's body
guard, ‘The rest of the army consisted of the slaves,
volunteers end mercenary soldiers who were raised by the
houges of the feudsl nobility »s the need arose, This
army wrs not only made un of the infantry, but also had an
efficeint cavalry arm, Barth, who visited the area
observed that ‘‘the rrmy esnecially cavalry was well known
in the Hausa state“.73 In the area of equipment, the army
depended mainly on bows rnd arrows, swords, spears, lanceg

ond Shiel” s, OGuns werec later introduced,

2.4.2 Meture of the Sunerstructure of the Communal
Socio-economic Formgation of the Gward:

te we mentioned ezrlier, most of the areas occupicd
by the Gwari were l-orgely independent of the caliphate up
to the beginning of British colonial rule in these areas,
Thus, their communal socio-economic structure remnained
rel ~tively unaffected by the changes occasioned by the
sokoto Jihad,

In a recent article, J.A., Shekwo threw some light on

the political organization of the Gwari before the beginning
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of Dritich conquest in 1900.?4 According to him, the Gwrori
lived in both enell and lerge settlements under the Osu
(King, ruler or lezders) who wos regerded zs the highest
orgen of suthority znd power, in the settlements, Xach of
the settlements or villages had 2 properly insteslled lezder
hnovn #s Sa who wrss 2ssicted by 2 cabinet, made up of
titled elders known as the council of elders (gsagba).
J«h, Shekwo, claims that the CGwari political culture was
very egaliteorien and democrstic and that if a family or a
group did not lile any le~dership, it would just move
aomcwhére else where it would be subjected to a different
lzadership & not unlike the institution of -sit =2lone®

among the Tiv,76

Moreover, becruse of the corsorate noture
of the society, ~ny wrong-doing was internreted s affecting
the whole community, The Gwari communities therefore devised
several ways of dealing wita culwnrits of taboos »nd otler
offences.’’.

‘The Sg leader and his council of elders who constituted
the supreme council of the society acted as the custodi-ns
of their community's morality, They executed punisnmeuts
foe legal ~nd moral offences, OQffences, within a faunily
were handled by the partvisrchal head of the extended femily
involved who was e2ssisted by the nuclear familias.78
However, in caces coneidered to be serious, like adultery,
witch craft, ferm dishutes, it was usually h@ndled by the
Osu and his council of elders; tae court of which was known

as Osuboknu (the leaderis court),
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2.5  L2l0 N0U8 MuCHANISNG AGRINSY FAMINES

e now turn to o discussion cof the iucdigcnoun mecho-

nisus thot existced within the tributary 2nd communal mo.les
of production of the communities of Niger vprovince before
colonial rule with o view to assessing the extent to which
they cushioned or mitigeted the impact of the problem of
famines, It is nccessary to do this becruse, &5 we stated
in the introduction of this chapter, such en exercise would
provide us with the bockground against which we can gresys
the extent to which the imvposition of the British colonisal
economy acstroyed these 1n4izenous pechenisms to the poliat
of actuzlly vpoving the wey for femines in Niger province
betwcen 1900 ~ 1945, Before the beginnin,. of coloninl rule
in our arez of study, there were generally two besic levels
for combating f-mine namely, those organised at the douestic
and community level znd those orgenised ot tiie level of the
state, 'e shall begin by exemining the domestic #nd communit;
mechonisms,

t/le observed e.rlier that the fundementcl unit of
oroduction among the neovles of Niger province prior to
colonial ™mle vme +ha cfrko household which was made up of
many families, In the nrocess of cgricultural »roduction,
some uec' nisms were evolved by the v-rious households in
order to ensure the zufficient »roduction of food., One of

these was begicolly cgronomic in nature, These agronomic

mechaniems, included their form techniquesg
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crop rotation onc¢ the selection of srecies and seeds '
werc conducive Lo the different uicro coadizions of ornch
form,

inter-croiping in the context of this study, refers
to the prociice of growing two or more croas together ot
the same time. In nre-cocloni~l Niger wnrovince, “wo
distinct tynes of inter cronsing were nractised, The first
wars that, croae vere either grown in alternative rows or
in random mixture, Secouadly, in -veas thot were devoted
conpletely to cgricalture, two tynew of millet and sorghua
were pl-onited together on the same wound wils sorghuwm on
the ton crd bulrush willet and late millet were plonted
on the flenks ol the mound, However, on other occaclons, tix
for.ers inter uwlsnted mcize 2nd sorghum with groundnuts.?}

The importance of inter-crooning as practised by the
house holds ihe communities of Higer wmrovince cannot oe
over - caph-elized, For it ccted =28 2 kind of insurcicc or
security since growing two or aore crops together 2t the
scme time, cushionced the impzct of the possible failurc of
one cron which migi:t bc caused by bad weather, veriations,
disenses °nd insect sttacks, This was because, in ony one
yesr, dif’err=t crois were not likely to have been equally
affected » this is wh~t Linton h.s brancded “Minimax type

(¥
of stretegy Oor ainiaisging nmaximum 1033&5“.”0

Thus tarou, i
intercrooing, farmers were csgsured of sowe return to their

effort on .
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perticuler jyear wos ruled out, This i¥n run meant th ¢
cosce of fool short “ge and fomines in eny > aticucar jye.r,
were neutrolised,

Ladeg bo the sbove wos the foct thot, from an econonie
voint of view, it wos »ossible for the oeoples of Niger
aravince, throngh tiucir system of intercropping, to
maxasize the return from frctors of oroduction like land
ond 1loLbour, For instouce, the complete cover provided by
2 mixture chec~d weeds :nd checked growth therchy reducing
the labour of vesding. The system clso wlloved for sone
1-bour ooerction: to ba combined e.Z., [{irst weedins of
willet ord plqrnitang of groundnuts, As & result of this,
Labour waeg zoved, This ensured tihct there wes clwrys
cueouste srocvection of foouw crons, which in turn, im-licd
tiizt the -roblems of food shortages .ncé fanines werc -haent
er, at worst, minagesble if they occt ool

ko.rt fron tie farm-techniques of inter-cronming
cnother agronowic mzchqniom which the oeonlaes deviced vas
cn efficiently orgenized system of cron rotution, Moot of
the foras weres culirvated for yeors, tuct reaged frow
between four b geven, till the liad was over-worked ond
cenrecvently lofl to fallow., A new form leoad wee put ucder
cultivetion., “‘he durstion of tie fallowing ranged frcwm
rbout Touxr to rvifteen yeﬂra.31

In order to ensure the arovision of menure to wzint::i
ane eagsure the fertility 7 the fcllow land, o certain

defsree 0f co~onor-tiosn existed between the various
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houseliolds and tiu~ nom-dic fulani herdsuen who came

regul-rly in tue dry season to look for p. 3tures . Jr tiheiyr
herds,

As for the system of cros rotction, some of the
generzl proctice by the households were that croos like yra,
groundnutg, and¢ cotton which tock one year to produce, :nd
therefore being the first crooe to be horvested, were not
plented the second time on the same farmland. Moreover,
it woss realised from yezrs of practice thrt crone like
willets #nd Sorghum grew well on faormlands earlier usecd
for crope like yem, groundnut and cotton, Thus, wherc the
r tetion begen with such croos like cocoyam, groundnuts
and cotton, this was followed by millet snd 5Sorghum on the
sane farmlnnd.ae The impnortance of the systein of cron
rotation by all the groups in ¥iger province is pre-colonicl
times wss that it helped to maintain so0il fertility, ‘‘ltug,
when & crop was vl:nted on a piece of lond, the elemenis
not required in lerge quantitics by th-t crop accumulrield
for a following croo which required tiem, Those crous that
had deep root systeme fed on nutrients deep down in thc soil
leaving those =t the unver l:yer for croons with shsllow root
systeus, Moreover, tlie leguminous croos {ixed the nitrorea
of the 2ir in their root nodules aad taus sdded more introgen
to the soil when the roote decayed, Generally, these
increased cnd maintaeined the fertility of tie soil wvhich
therefore guarantteed good hervests with surilit es for

storage to be used during »eriods of fruines,
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fnert froa the efficient systea of crop rotation, Lucic
varae otuer rgronoamic scchenisms like the selection of
goecinl vorieties Oof crooe vhich the verious houszholde in
filger province ~lgo rractiged, or inslonce, zmong the
Fuwe, Sorghunm (Qyi) wes of a nusber of varicties, which
included Luyi snd Liadiyopl in ~ddition to Shensghere wiach,
once a2lented, it poodiced yory ofter yeor without the nuel
for renlanting., Tue hougeholds elan had Faspi (Sulirrel)
wvhich wee 2 tye of veget-Lle, soeciclly grown ana waici: took
osnly three wonths to sroduce, The gaecial varietles of croog
grown by the hougeholus were all rimed -t ensuring rdequ-ic
focd wroduction within an short time since most of the s ccial
¢ron verietics, did not tske long time to 3roduce.&3 Taus,
tiiese specicl v.oidietier of c¢rons procuced uany times over
the normal crows in any particulsr ye.r. This ensured ipbnat
there was zlw.ys ~dequate zurplus nroduction of such crc .
to be ntored znd used during periods of hunger.

The agronomic aecienisits were not the only tynce
evolved by the vorious nousenolds, in order to encure the
gufficient sroduction of food, 7Th: msnner in wvhich -~gricil.
tural »roduction wos org: riscd, equel  © cnsured this, Tihis
yas mrovided by the cunstitution of the co-operctive lapvur
units (i k@) ~ad of t.ec commun. 1 work groups (igoe).

a8 we heve stoted before the efuko was the corpor:cic
l.:bour unit which w 2z designed for -griculiursl sroduction,
It consisted of seversl fomilies, 11 working together,

A1l tie oroduce of Lhe cfako was handed out g toto to t.ue
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Thus, the hecds of the efako housecholds relied on tae Lel
provided by the egbe in ilie cultivetion or any esiect of
aruwork when foced wita the problem of inodequztie lebour,
This imnlied th:t the interruption of agriculturgl nroduc-
tion, which could have led to food shortoges ~nd famance in
these housceholds was rarc,
iioreover, after the harvesting of croHo:s there were,

agein, efficicut sltorzge techiniques tiat were devised oy
the various hourenolds which, agrin, must be seen s an
insurance ogainst famines. As we have noted earlier, zi the
level of the efclio household, there was the division cf

the products ~fter tlhie h-rvest into ovriority zllocations
for nlanting for the suceeding year; for that needed fov
suvsistence in the coming growing season; =nd then, for the
consunption needs of the femily., Thereafter, the surpluses
were stored in gfako grana~ies, which ranged from ten to
twelve in nuwber enc which were, as a rule placed close to
the centre of the house, During pcriods of agriculturel
foilure, the greins, so stored, wes used to remedy the

situetion.86
Although the storzge of grains by the efgko head w s

one of the ways by which the imvn:ct of agricultursl friture
wos mininised, this could not have been successful without
efficient storage systcas wiich were devised by the Nupc and
Gwari in pre-colonial times,

The peoples of YNizer province, evolved many techniouize

for storing grzins for long veriode. These included,
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Dricd-earth gron.ries, which had egg-like shape, and
ouilt of clay, with sirong thick wolls, These g1 narics
were charscterised by = dome top on vhich a grass roof
wag Hleced ¢s orotection frow the sun =nd rain. The
grenaries werc furthcr r:ised a2bove tho ground with the
ald of stones or solid blocks of clrys to protect then from
termites, A rectengulsr onening weo tiien mode 2 little
above the middie which could, when necessary, be shut
comnletely witu a 1lid nede of clay., A veriety of theuse
tyles of driedl-.earth gron-ries existed throughout Wiger
awovince, The average esitimerted lifTe of thie dried-ecriu
gransries was eigliteen yerrs which certoinly indicates tict
the pre coloni-l egricultural syste: of Niger srovince
could commond reserves for several years which could crrtoix
neutralice the ne; & .ive e¢ffects of cropes feilures; ware,
droughts, enidemics ond hence famincs.37

Lpother tyoe of grrnary technigue, that was evolved
for storing gr.ins for long veriods by the weonles of Nigor
province was that mece of plant msterinls, Tnis consisted
of a plotforn thet wes roised on stones wiilch suomorizd a
container often covered with sress roof, The containni,
was made un of variocus plont wetericls like gross wealtings,
a nd cere.l steus. & vericiy of tiuls tyse of granary existc
egsrecially around =~rers of .. ntegora wiere tiie roof of tue
granary was lorger, more jermsuent and had = gide opening.
The 1life so n of tihe plent materisls grunories ronged from
&8

five to ten yeuors, which wonld, again, imcly that



large quentitics 08 greains could ve stored to be used
duiing »erior of hunzer and f:uine,

Yue cuestioa to be ~ddressed is how the peonles of
iger wrovince guarded ogcinst the nroblem of rngsect
infections, fungi .nad rodents, vilideh would h.ve ecsuied
dentage to tae greins snd lhience srevent their being storaed
for lon: scriods,

In this rezerd, it ic intore-ting to note tli~t therc
werTe varietics 0o chisoﬁbdcvelorcd 0 niotect stored
nroducis from insect infectationsy In sonn of the aress,
tlie c.rth grin ies werenuept clean, resleostercd md five
1.t iuside to remove in—ects before sioring the nev cios.

;n the sliern.tive, vorieties of wlsat metoriclz vers uwrid
Lo »event inreet druoges to stored nroduncts, by mixin, w0l
with the sto:ed food nluats, ‘fhese plont matericls included
Jaonnc ~snegolensis (¢ strong heovy wood which is knovr 10
he revistont to the ~ttock of termites) used by the ' Tow,
Othere were [ Lionaei.. lantens (contzin o ule-loids and
a0igonous to mice); Urces pranctaficvg; and Ligthroashlews .
£11 used by tue “wari.ag Tarough these methois ¢y riculluicl
suroluses werce niored for long seriods without bowng drucped
from insceét infentataons ~nl, tlue, in consuvarble form for
une during oeviode of forine,

Ia cddition, veorious ohlier methoos vere 1so deovisnd
for rotecting different crows, .guzinnt insect infesi:otions,
L £ood ex ke of tails ws coves whose »ots vere init..lly

wetted by carezins ordin.ry weier oa tie. o8 thwey vere o cked
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in the proucriee, The essenc~ of this, wes to force oul

2ny inseet, thot covld be present in the »ota, fee~riing

to gome informents, the gran-ricc vere left open under the
our. in order to ~llow insects to escenc as well as to enible
excess woeier to everor.te, But on othaer occas.ons, the
techniques woe Lo sorey o susnension of nrovided nepoer
(Capeicum) in w-ter on tue .ods. Again, occording to my
inforwants, thc ecscnce of this wues to diive out the insects
and kill thoee tht renrined trenoed in tne grane °les,
“iovever, the moot dimpertast method was tue ure of tue

le.ves or stuns of soume dlcnis, viich hed inseeticldnl
woderties, These included the le.ves of - shrub ¢rilud
Shivelin (bitterlecsf) wihich grew ubiouitously <long tac

benke of strezms, The result of tads asrectice was thetl (le
covmer wrs stored for long perious, without being demsigeuy
from inscct infectsotions, onéd tiue wes ucged during peric

of lhunger,

In tae crse of sorghum ond millet, the bulk of it wos
stored unthreshed in the granarics cxcent in the “uru arca
of Wiger nroviance. The »rocess, was thot tlie bundles of
Sorguuie or millet wire sumoly tirown into tae grongries
end arran,ed in loyers or disciantled s the. were mut ianto
che grencriee ond » ched in layers. fter tidg, tue
leaves of Anaons seaegnloesis (Sweader Go4i) reore then g e
ot the bottom oi the gran~rics cnd on ton of escit l-yer of
bindles, uatil the gronaries were full, 1t is Luwporteart to

s0int out thit bscause of tue efficient tachniques foxr
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storing grain:;:, o8 devised by Lie neonles of Liger prov.ouce,
1t wag 205sible to ciore groins for o period of ut %o
fifteen genrs vizthout damage to the crops.’o Thus, such
groine like Sorgimm na +illet wvere accumuleted for mon:s
yeare, free fro. ingsect iurestalions nad, thus, uged during
nerlods of fralass,

It is iuportont ot this juucture to noint out thet tis
huge suz sluses vanlch were sccumulszed over tie yeors oiac
prescrved in Thase granaricg yszre w: le nossible by the
#bility of thec oeonlc to engeie ir sunolericot.ry econoiic
cursuiis vhich lesgenod the Jcuoad on tielr aoon horvects
and tuds, «llouvec for the cecumunintion of surluses ovor ¢
nuuber of ye: re, For, at the risk of revetition, we n-vnr
elrepdy shuvm thet many people in Niger »rovince rerc nuob
agriculituralist, hut alsc engcged in other supwlementi. >y
occuystions like hunting, trrdinsg, fishing -nd manuf-c
tures which werce ceorried out mainly curing the dry seacons,
It is nere ~rgucd thail beciuse they were engrogea in tuese
oceurations, they increcsed tieir mesns for obt-ining foo!
and othwer neede froo these su- plementary cclivities and
taerefore c.loving for leoser use of * « gean hervestia of
the gesson cna, thus, ersvrec the crection nad zaeintenceace
of rc-son-ble surnluses wielce vere de-wm uwoon ‘n tiues of
erices,

The purcuit of tiaese sunplenientary economic activiivice
enrblec the neoples of NHiger miovince not only to eigige in

internel trzde vwitih one sunother, but .lso with outgide
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arecs wilch, no doubt, incresced ond iroved treir wsoug
of liveloo:d, An indicrtion of thae extent of trade wes
aertonsticsled by the nueber of trede routes thst connected
the rovince with otner wress, For instonce, Nuae wos
coanccteu by mony trode routes, One case frow Sokoto and
Birin Xebbi, this went Llrough hont-gor. and reached Hune

Sortl: of Lokwa., Fron here it crossecd the Miger at Jebbo
2

into the torubs country or Waiset throush Jcobhozi,
Throurca thic tride, the peonlus of liser nrovinss werc : dle
to cocouire the wmeens, ~ith which tley bought more food
froa ouvside -~reca th o Lo o surnlus daring werlods o
sShere: 108,

inovever, trode vwies not tio only 3u dlccentory ectivity,
corried out by the peonles cf Wiger province, which acicd
o8 @ wmechrnisw against weriod of egriculiur.l failure,
There wee the institution or dagiad, which was _nother
suvrlementory insurance wechenism ~jeinst femines., The
daghi, s defincd, wes -~ free associction of individu, ls,
who »eid into .~ mutucl fund on o resuler besiag, with esch
member, eung entitled to driw on the arincionasl, vhen
neecded, On the gvestecn of how it wes org aized, each
member of ilie d-shi nacertook to »-y repularly, (it coula
be evory weck, ionth or lave & yo) « certois cmount oF
wonay into » commor fund o meny tuawes an the ntmder of
meubers in o grouwo, l-~ch Cime, whew the contribuiions vere
collected, « diffcrent momber w.3 entitled to drew the

total Pund, until =very member had his or her own turn
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whencs the oirelz ciu be raseestad,

liowever, it mst be ateted thet tiue rule ther goverand
the ollotment of funds to iudividu-l nembers was flexible,
Thus, . uwcnber of ¢ cueghi  ssociction, vho 1oced “owe roncy
aroblen, could malie - request to it's hec?d to e considcred
out of his turn., On the request, ke wao given the woney
needed viaich, under norasl circuastence, woula hive had to
woilt for wedis, 0. cven wontlas for hi. turn, This 21loved
such o~ wpzaber tc elecr hie fanonci 1 sroblem on time vith
subeidicry ones vidcn woule hive develooe? in tiie event ol
2 Gelayed colutin, .8 keen :bscrver of the dagail
agsociation h-s natly note:dd thit it

o bled the needy o rticiypent iandividucl tc

g:dn accezs to ¢ lirge sonree of ve.ltl

porn. 11y heyond hig mpeops in order to dezl

vith sene extrrordin ry expense o 1llness, »

coatly funer-l or faod supelied to see his

f-uily through the tiae oi hunger,92
Sueh thean wos the iavortance of dasui acsocictions -5 en
insurcice mechenien cg-irst femines, as doviced by the
seovlas of Viger orovince,

It must hoe¢ver be rerlised th L elthough tie
Ingtitution of the dushi N d gome beneiits it's lomect on
society in pener.l wes limited Lecauce it wos mostly
arcet” 6.d by tlhose wilo were engegec in »nrofessioncl
occup-tions like tracders, Conoemen, crcitsme: e.l.c.

This v-s h rily surorisin: eince t.r= gsuccess nf the dsshd
casuci-tions and the jiroiession. 1l business, denended, to ¢
lirge oxteit, not orly on resgul.r earnings of money, but

S1so on vhe Investment o sucn moniec.
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Aport frow tac institution of coshi, tuere wes
another indigenouns institution waone omerctions heluca
to prevent tue occurance ¢i fzmines or to neutralise thelr
effects if they ccciiei, Thisr wrs the gysten ol natroncsc
gnd clientship wvhich was tied u»n witu the tributory mode
of uroduction fouud in »n-rts of Niger irovince, The
system of patronegz ord clientghin ~mong the Huie w:s
known o Boiosbolce ond it ent-~ilzd the socrifice of cneis
frcedom for the zake of »nolitical and material »rotection,

According to N:del,g; before » pergon could become -~
Client, he L-d to enter into someé sgreement with his weould-
be 2:tron, Thirc usuilly included his cgreeing to give
gifts, services -nd psyment of = ~eguler tithe frox the
arocice of his farw, On the other nend, the D tron was
exvectad to extend to him £11 material eseistoace and olso
sefeguorded his lego) or conctiitution~l risuts,

Client.pe, &8 or. cticed befeve colonial rule, h '
sever:l peanings snd lherefore took a varaciy of for:s,
First of .11, it took the form of & usn surrendering
comiirtely (by loosing hic indecendence) to his wealthy
petren,  ‘'cople who belonged to this cotegory were noor
znd, thereiore, neceded the n terirl suo»ort of the
vecsithy oatrone, For inst nce, it weeg not uncomumon to
find iandividu-l cr-s{tsmen .nd menbers of the oHrofeecion:s
contracting tlhe satronage of well-to-do peonle (who can
use their services) by secrificing not only »art of tueir

freedom, but 2lro tiheir ecrninge, Loually imdorteont in
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thils cateaory wvere noor men wiho beceuc sevvente in the
housies of well-to-20 =2e02le) they were olso moeunsengers ol
soldierrs in the priveote graies of their iadivicual prtrous,
In return, the wvell<te-do nevnle (“~trons) took core ol
thelir nceds, vroviding cuch thinge like food, clothes,
et e, Mt

iccoraing to Frucl,gs Clientape, 2lso exaressed itselfl
in snocher foru, nomely, ~t sccuring cocirl oromotion,
Some wmen att ched tlheumselves to nen to influence and hiek
asos.tion fance thie wne seen [ = ~tewring, gtone for
securing socinl nromotion or u:liftaent to higher
stetun.  fhe potron-cliait rei~tionshin wre of m tual bene-
fit tc the w-rties involved, ¥Yor tiae bors recciver
woterizl suspert (i.e arotection from hunger or fomine)
while the potrons g. ined servratzs ~n! zoldiers for the
contigents vhich he wee to nueter for the kings ray
well ae followers end henchiagn to :dd to his »nre.lige,
Thus:, for the noor, L.¢c system of latronsse aud
clientship -cted as ¢n insurcnce epcoinst the unnredict-llic
future, ess.ciclly uring 2eriodc of food suortiges 'hou,
the hera wos sosured of some  foold from the well--to-Co
natron,

‘t this junciure, vz nust emphasiuec thet waea the syceten
of petroncge nd Clienchins ond 211l tihe other mechonisns
«nd institutionz we hove discugred sbove feoilcu to check
the oceurance ¢f fuine or minianinze dvs eflects whon it

OCCU. Mugytatiicn, it becrme the szoeivnl resongibiiity of t.ae
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feudsl stote which het ruge sur-luses extracted thiroush
tributes, “Yhese were distributcd to crezs of dire need - s
the 1eudal rnliny closses gow Cit.gG

411 th:t -ic Lhove been discussiig, so far, constitutod
the indirv.ious mechanismg thet were deviced by the neunlas
of Iipger -rovince nrior to colonirl times, These neci:rnisns
should be seen a collectively rather thon isoletcd devices
each with = sufficient cioecity to heln cushion the imprct
of zgriculturesl feilure on its' own, This, we sholl elabor-te
a little more on in the ncxt section by o~ very brief anvrci-
scl of the con-city of these indigenous nech.nisme to prevent
or to cushion the imnect of f-mires in sre-colenicl liger

DYOVINCC,

The inforuption (veilable sbout fomincs in foracr
Niger »rovince =n¢ the resonse of the communities th. t ore
involved is fragauent:ory, nerticulorly in the pre-coloni-l
nseriocd, HNevertheless, inspite of this hendicon, it is
doesible to wriins these wicces of inforution together ir
en obteupt to throw some light o how frusie wes combotoa,

Agnin, ve wust oiote, ot the on set, th.t our rese. rch
nointes to the hard f-ct tat friaine w:s not » rezular
feature of life in Niger »rovince -rior t2 colonicl rule.
Taera rre two exlonations for the cbeence of widesnread
severe fruines, The firat is that, we ¢o not hgve evidence

of a ncssive droughi, oir lvcust iaveosion,; which 1. sted for
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lonpy oseriocs in the .rcee, Seccndly, the existence of

sacurity mech-nismc outiined in tile »receeding section

helped to ‘tualiden or lemacn the imo: ct of cgricultural

fecilure during the occasionsl neriods when the ~rea

exoerienced drought or locust invesion, For instonce,

during the reign of .uu Lwake (1851 .- 1857), the <nd Huir

Ny
'

of sbujz, “buja wees s.id to heve been invioded by locusts.
There is houever, no indicetion of the extent of “amoge
ceused, but it mey well be cossuaed tist the szecurity
wechanisms within the moci 1l foprmction of the cres, werc
oble to cose with the imurct,

hgedr, it v-s claluied th 't locust crue in grect mbers
to Abuje during ths reign of ibrchim Iy.ls, vac >rd ‘mir,

wiilst he was cway fighting ot ch.98

fltliough the lccustcs
did wmuch demcge to the guinea-corm crons, there is, ogcin,
no indicaotion th-t it led to fixine,

Siwil rly, it wes resorted thet in the 1380's, Bido
Division exolerienced locust invosion wiiech coused the
bigpest devewtion of crovps .nd, & = 2 resuli, wony verc
inconvonlunced.gg But the seme report noted thot “this
calanity cen herdly be described 4w fawinev, and that oven
during the Muse wars, ‘meriods of went were known, but ao
decths :re recorﬂedu.Ioo

It j& thue clc v thrt sltluougl evidence of so-called
noctur. 1 discsters abound in »ve--colonizl rirer poovince,
thece ¢id not le~? to fzmine, The socio-econonic for:-tiung

in ore-.coloninl piger srov.nce, hoed collective in-built
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levices ~ad pechacisius whiich successfully coved with th
aroblen of T-mine, Thus, these mech-nisms which ghwoul. D=
aaen a8 o collectivity ruther ti-n in isolition succuscfully
cughioned the imoT%ct of frmine, However, »s we sh~ll seec
from cuanter I1I, tuese in-built deviccs and mechenisms

wvere greoduclly croded by Nirdtish coloniglism ~nd thus

preving the w-oy for froines -nd oecs—-nt impoverishoent in

the cree,

Du: conclusion, therefore, is th-t tace indigeontus
aechenisms, devices -pd institutions wihdcli wve hove discusicd
avove cclleciively hed the conocity to absorb and, indsed,
did¢ e¢beorp, eny uwatowerd iawncect of notural alsasters,
guch as, Jdrougiats, locusts, ¢~ideaics on the overoll
noosulation of foruer tiger province in ore-colonicl times,
To be sure, ve ~re ~vle to docuuent instrnces of locust
invesions, droughts c.t.c. in wre--coloni-l times but tlicre
is, =5 ¢t now, no evidcnce thet these led to wides-~spread
end lerpe-scale safierings -ud derths such widea-goresd

as 1o viten gosoci-! el vita 4 sheronenon or fomine,
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- CHAPTER_THREE

BRITISH CON%UEST AND LHE OLVDATION OF A COLONIAL
ECONOMY IN NIGER PROVINCE

251 INTRODUCTION

In the r-st chapter, we arrived at two important
conclusions. The first was that the socio-economic
formations in pre-cnlonial Niger province had inbuilt
cdevices and ¥'di7.p00s mechanisms for coping with the
problem of famine. The second was that although evidence
of so~called natural disasters abound in pre-colonial
Niger province, these dicd not, in any serious way, leacd
to famine because the 71 VTOWS. coping mechanisms
successfully cushioned their impact.

Alas, in this chapter, we shall demonstrate how the
conquest of Niger Province and the subsequent imposition
of the colonial economy led to the erosion of these
indigenous social response mechanisms without a replacement
which therefore led tc the crisis of famine. First, was
the act of conquest itself with it's negative effects on
food production, Secondly, there was the introduction of
cash crop procduction and the monetization of the economy,
the introduction of taxatior and the transformation of
the indigeous land tenure system. These, collectively,
laid the foundation for pesasant impoverishment and fanines
in Niger province in the period 1900 - 1945. We begin
by an examinatiar of the British conquest of Niger Provlince
at the beginning of the 27th century and it's consequences

for food production.
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3.2 A BRIEF SURVEY OF RFTLATIONS BETWEEN NIGER
PRCGVINCE AND THE 351" . SH BEFORE CONQUEST:

Before the first half of the nineteeth century,
coh%écts between the peoples of Niger province and the
Europeans were few. The little contact that existed centred
mainly on commercial activities by European traders and
travellerg ﬁbst of whom were British. British Commercial
Interest - was, at this early perlod, spear-headed by the
Inland Commercial Compsany, with the Nupe Emirate becoming the
maln base of the over-all British activities in the Niger -
Benue area.1 - | | | ._ |
”  However, the second half.of thélﬁinéteenth century,
saw'thé beginning and an intensification of EBuropean
Commerclal activities in the entire area of our study.
This period began with the expedition by Bailkie in 1557,5
an event which eventually led to the establishment of
Lokoja as the base of British commercial activities in the
area leading to the establishment of a British consulate
thare., With the success of the Baikie's expedition, some
Lritish trading firms followed up in their various attempts
to enter into trading relations with the peoples of -r
our area of study. Some of the British firms included
West African Company Ltds; The Company of the Merchants;
Holland Jacques and Companyj and The Miller Brothers.3
However, by the 1870s, as a result of cut throat competition
among these expatriate firms which was resulting in
relatively low profits, they were amalgamated Into the

United African Company in 1879,4 -



In 1881, as a result ¢f the increasing threat posed
by the German and French Commerciasl groups, the British
United African Company was reconstituted intc the Natlional
African Company, with more resources at it's diSposaloS
Other measures were soon to be adopted to confront the
threat posed by the German and French tracing Comparies
and to force the latter to withdraw from the Niger
completzly. One of these measures was, under-selling and
paying higher prices for African productsa6 Ano;her was
opening up of new trading stations and seeking favours
from the rulers in the area by giving them European goods
and ammunition in exchange for permission to establish
trade monopoly. It is necessary at this state to ask a
guestion: Why did the second half of the nineteenth
century in Niger province, witness such Cut-throat trading
competition between Buropean Commercial interests, in
thelr quest to establish trading monopolies and ultimetely,
political contrel? A clarification of this is important
for two reasons. First of all, i1t would enable us to
situcte within a proper historical perspective, why
British imperalism in Africa and Asia became & must towards
- the end of the nineteenth century and which ultlmately led
to the conquest of Niger province. BSecondly, it would
enable us to clearly comprehend the uncerlying reascons
behind the formulation British peolicies in the ares of

study, particularly, in relation to food production which
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ultimately gave birth to fza.dnes. But in answering this
bésiC”QUéstion, it is rescessary to start by highlighting
some of the cleims of the British as toc why they had '»
conquer varts of Africa at this time; claims whose falsehoo:
we expose shortly after.

In justifying thelr accupation of Niger Province, it
hecame fashionable for the British to advance the charge
of "slave~raiding” by the Nupe and other communities in
order to conceal their imperial ambitions with a cloak of
humanitarianism. For instance, Goldie, the chairman and
Director of the Royal Niger Company, wrote the preface to
Vandeleur's book in which he made c¢laims to:

appalling destruction ¢f 1life resulting from
slave raiding” which he clalimed was worrying
because under reasonable conditions of
7 security, the existing populaticn might soon
el be trebled... Bida armies held down vast
o regions treating the less warlike inhabitants
ags cattle to be raided when wantea ,7

Similarly, Sir Charles Orr, a distinguished colonial

officer, in his own book, scught to justify the British

. pccupation of dur area of study in particular and the

entire Sokote Caliphate in general, when he said:

As regards the ethical question as to the
right of the British Government to assume
the administration of the Sokoto Caliphate,
1t must be remembered that the Fulanis
themselves were an alien race, who had
usurped power less than a hundred years
before and that they had devasted the
country by constant war and slave~ralding
and that under their present rule neither
life nor property was safe.8
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It is thus clear that the abolition of "Slavery" was used
as a justification for British occupation of our area cf
study. But this elleged justification for British
occupation of Bida and surrounding areas have already o>¢en
effectively debunked by both Fage and Mason in their
separate works9 and thercfore, need not delay us here.

In reality, however, it must be understood that
British imperialist comination of Niger and other
provinces and territories in Nigeria and Africa, from the
end of the nineteenth century, was a manifestation of 2
stage in the process of the international development of
capitalism - the highest stage = and the basic goal was
nothing other than to have mononoly access to the exploita=-
tion of raw materials and markets of the non European and

pre-capitalist peoples and Social formations of the wnrld.lo

11

V.I Lenin, has scientifically explained why it

became inevitable for the British and the other European
powers to seek oversea extension, for raw materials,
overseas markets, the investment of surplus capital and

employment of surplus la?ggr when he siad:

™ o
the more capitalism was developed, the more
strongly, the shortzge of raw materials was
felt, the more intense the competition and
hunt for sources of raw materials,
throughout the whole world and the more
desperate the struggle for the acquisition
of colonies became.12
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Thus, as & result of the division of the world lito
sphercs of influence and olonies by the Eurcpean countries,
towards the end of the nineteenth century, the colonisecd
areas (Niger province for instance) provided markets sor
the manufactured goods of bBritain, supplied her raw
materials, became reserveoirs of cheap labour and an out.
let for the export of surplus capital. The systematic
British penetration and occupation of Niger province,
should therefore be seen 28 part of the grand design by
Britain to dominate the productive forces and resources of
our area; to reduce our area to 2 mere appendage of
British home market for manufactured goords; to supply raw
materials for British industries and to beccme an outlet
for the expert of surplus capital. Thus, the British
conquest should be seen as an attempt at realising and
guaranteeing these goals. It is only when we fully grasp
these developments that we can begin to situate the motive
forces behind the British conquest of Niger Province from
the tail end of the nineteenth century in concrete terms.
It is also, within this framework that we can appreciate
the objective goals which underlay later policles formu-
lated by the British cclonial authcorities in the

administration of the province under study which led to
famines.

Having situated the British congquest of the Niger area

-

within the overall framework of British imperialism, we
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can proceed to an examination of the actual conquest

itself to which we now turn attention presently.

3.2.¢ The Conquest of Eida and Kontagora:

The immeciate cause of the military confrontation
between Bida and the Roynl Niger Company, had it's
origin in the Anglo=Frerch rivalry ir Borgu and,
eSpecially; in the North Western part of the Emir's
cdomain. Irn the attempt to secure favours from the
Emir of uida and Borgu, the Xxoyal Niger Company, had
opposed the estavlishment of @ French military post at
Bajibo. This forced the French tc withdraw, in
September 1895. However, no sooner did the French
withdraw than the Royal Niger Company, in 1896,
established her own military garriscns at Leaba, Jebba
and Bajibo, all situated on the periphery of the Nupe
Kingﬁom.ia

This action by the Royal Niger Ceompany, clearly
revealed her hypocr 1tiy and also bhecame clear to
Abubakar (the Emir of Bida) that the Company was after-
all aiming 2t taking over Nupe territory and, therefore,
a war was inevitable. This was cven more so because
the Company simultaneously began to interfere in the
Emir of Bida's rule in the area of north-castern
Yorubaland and went beyond this by establishing a base
at Ikerran {(in Akokc), an area which had since the

1850s been under Blda authority.
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Mesnwhile, Mmudir Abubaxar of Bida, in a last minutc
attenyt to forece the compony to evecuate the areess tlicy
had ocecunied ordered Nune Conoemen not to take provisiore
to Leabsr and 0 jibo, But, becruce of the threst issucd by
the Commeny, ¥alr fbubrkor withdrew the order and, sub.-
secuently, procceded to enter into - military aillinsncce with
Dussa =a¢ Ilorin in order to defeat the infidels,
Unfortunately, the orovosed alliznce did not meterizliis-,
it wos ot this juncture thot Duir Abubckar went it alone
and begcon to order tune Canoe o2ilots to leave the Comrny's
services, This woe followed by the seizure of the
Coun-ny's forces and some ammunitions. With this ection
by the Bair, t.e Roysl Niger Comvany hegen to nlimn f
nilit~ry : ttocks against 3ide in order to teach itt's Fui.
20iae lessons.1q

The Loyal Nijer Comv.ny’s vlen of Comvelgn has becn
vividly de=zcribed by R.i. ﬁdeleye.15 Suffice it to soy
thet it's initiel =nilitary 7len and puzh was successful
havirg dislogced tie Nune ormy from Kabbe (forwerly unde:
Pidats -mthority) -ad urgod o bleck: de to »revent the
romnsnts of the Melunts (who hiuself had {led back to
Bida) arny crossing to 2ids to ansist Fmir Abubakor,

The Ioyal Niger Cop .ony's force thet eventu=lly
took Fida consisted I thirty-two(::) Buroseous; five
hundred sné¢ seven (%07) renk end filejy one souuder and
one 9 - pouncer whitewortlh guns; twelve § -~ »ounder g.as;

five 7 - pounder nmountein suns; five 45 naxin cuton tic
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nachine guns; Suider rifles; ulus other zumunitions,

on tue contrary the Lida nray wos nade ud of o hords
of -~bout fort s~thous.rd (40,000), some on foot .nd others,
nonmnted, They vere =rmed vith snecors, sworas, snider ond
Qemington rifles ond flint locks, Open bettle acctuelly
staited on 26th Januery 129?,16 cnd the Noyal Higer
Comwany'e troops would hove beeun defeated but for thre:
resgons, First of c1l1, the sirotegy of the Bida aruay v-:s
700r, beccuce il devoted much of the tice to har:zssing their
eaenies, inste. ¢ of moving coaickly to cepure the creunies!
cane vith it's sumunitione, Secondly, the demoralizcotion
of the Dide ~rumy, ccused by the foct thot thelr Wuir and ons
other high runking Stote officirl werc wournded; cud thirdl)
tuae Lawal snd Ageye militory contingent whe couwe to the
aesistaince of the Rlde army at the decisive strge of tuz
brttle eventually wilthdrew,

Thus, with the deteriorating situation into which the
Pide crmy foun? itself, the Royal Miger Compruy's forcer
advenced and entered Dida on the 20th of Jenu- vy 189?.1?
However, by thic time they got there, the lalr bubakar,
had already fled to Hontsgora. The Royal Wiger Compeny'as
cesusltics enmounted to 17 - eight killed ~nd nine wouncded;
whereos Bida's losses, sald to heve been cooruous, naounted
to zpout €00 killed,

Even with the succoss recorded by the Roysl Niger
Coweny epoinnt 2ida, it was not long before it becrne

clear to the former thrt the only ostion was to re-install
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the Cderoszed Balr of Dides Ap rt from tais, o agrecment
WaR evaen sanenod in 1&&?,1& vith onz ¥r, +¥nll:ice g ton
Eratich official in which tihe British arocised to resnoct
Bide's territoric) boundeorizs, Mowever, ins-ite of this,
it wes not long before runtures zg.in began to occur in tae
Shaky truce betvecen the Sritish end Lide and thile, rg-in,
ancreaced tus hostility of the latter tovards the foraca,
Similorly, it 1¢ imortant to note that Yontagora wge olsmo
develoyvins hostiiity towerds the Royel Nipger Comnany,

The Side azud Kontagor. no=tility hcd it's rencie
origin iu the eticchis corried out by ti:e non-woslem Howl. -
tious, c¢:2ccislly tae “wori, ogrinst Jontogora ond Bide
cerritories, Lt would seum that these non-rnoslem >onuln--
tiocna wore eacoursgad by the wilitery ~ct boek of 1897,
sufferec by bid., :ovever, (ide snd Xontogora, did uot
tike Wdnly to this, ¢s they too, cerried out renrierl
coids agoinst tiae cierd, But nol sursrisingly, Lord Lus ra
would nat buy thc sinl-uztion for the renrisal oit-cke, fur
he brrupded thesc retoiistory attucksz »s5 “8l-ve-r. iding™
exercises, mnd followed this u»y, by iscuing thrertc to Ll
two emir~tes to ston the roids or foce the comsequencer, ‘

However, this Jdid not stos the hostility of Pads eund
Kont. gore towerds the Noyal Wiger coumeny which representad
the interests eof tho Lritise Government in the arec, But the
situation, socn becrue clear tu the oritish (overnment thet
the RQoy~i Tizaer Conpony vas not in totrl conirol of the riag,

tust coae under her sdniasstrotive jurisdiction, e situ-tion
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th~t was worsenecd by it's ill--organiscd and noorly led
crped consi.pbul ~ry. #Horeover, cven after the conguect of
Yidi, the . etivities of the ¥rench in BDorzgu and the teraar
threots te thie Golad Cee~t becane an ' her source of worry
for the riticl Govurnment, Tho result was thot Loxrd
Lugard, the:. & mejor ir Lhe Dritigh aray, wos commissioned
tc organise the Royzl "cost Africe Frontier Force to clieck
French #nd Germon ectivitins.zn Thus, & it bec.me clear
th~t thce Toyrl Wiger Couwnrny v s not in o oogition tc
ayotect DMailisli interests in the -rens of tae Wiger the
nritish Jdoverweent revoked itfs clercer in becomber 10699
cad on 10 Jauery 1900, took over direct control of tae
entire reg,”!

wen, witl the revoc-tion of thie Noyal Nirfer Cowwny
chorter, the hostility of Ride aud Lontagore continued -nd
tue Dritish Governizent begnra to meke her owm nl. ne for the
cffective occu - tion of not uily Bida and Fontozora, hut,
other ..reas in iliger orovince,

lowever, the luwmecirte rc-son for the iucre~sed hosti-
lity orf llontagore ~nd Fids tovards tre Lritishi es»recliolly
from the 1900, was cs ¢ recull of the ., ctivitles of the west
Africsn Frontier Furce (¥,s,F.F) survey narty which was
scnt out by thc lotter to explore the aren betwcen the
Kaduig river ond the Souchid highlanua.ze Thie definitely
~mmaounted to o orovocation gince it waes a breach of their
¢r lier pledge m.de by the Criciegh, in 1599, to resncel

the territorial integrity of !Mmpe, Insvite of reninders cnd
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protests tu the ritish to resnect earlicr wromises, the
gritish silaoly turncd deaf ecrs., 'This notur-lly ineressoe
thne postilivy of tne two emirstes towards the critish.
Meznwhile, both partieir orescred for = militery
shovuow, clthougi: the Dritish could net go inte the offeurive
because noct ol tlielr troons verc ~wey in Ashintiy fnt
before ¢ full-sgci'le wor w:cz declored, Lugerc decided to send
goie troons, lod by one Mojor O'Heillis to the ‘est African
Frontier Force St tion at 'ushishi not only oa & “nrcesutiond
but £izo, to mildly lnress tiac crezcs ageinsi possinle ctiecls
by the tve enirctes, In the course of tac fighting whiol
followed, 2 rt cf "mshislili and = rrounding vill:oges were
burnt by M- jor,0'lleill's troons and the Chief of the forver
was exilec, Horeover, by Niccmber, 1900, insnite of the
allizpce botweco: Kontagorz, Rida end the exiled chlef of
Hushishi, the JOritish trooss began to iecord some sucgessog,
Bida forces, in »orticulsr, suflfercdé severe reverses; for
on the night of 17th December alone, 9'MNeill renorteq,
certainly with some cxeggerction, thou ida had lort about
50G horses, 1009 so. diers on {oot, <nd zhout 00 wounded,
Ins?ite of thege cuccesses, m»s soon a5 Lugeordtes Yest
Lfricen Fronticy Forces returned from ticir shantdi
caunciyi, the liritdish decided fo louach ¢ full-scale ~tloch

cgainst Mde | nd Eont-pors, erly in 1907 .52 The British
force, wae le by one 1t-201 Femboll, & nd consisved of
10 officersy 3 M,C, 00z 325 renk ~nd file, supportcd by

three moxio sune aud two 75m guns, Before this force

left Jeobr, on . dveace prrty of Brivish Soldiers wos geitl



o 3luct Jamm ry 1901 to Uda.e, 4 wiles north of Kont-gora.
Tn thls » rileulcr anccuntar, however, the Kontzgore forcos
were cgual to the tisk s it was =2id thot thedlr hcevy {ire
souer neld us the advence porty of Traitish soldiecrs for

2l

sevenr good noutr, Mat ou the 1st of February, the coubined
Dritish ferce (d.e the wmodn force ¢nd the advance norty of
Soldiers) vegonr to move oroinst Wontagora, fhz Kontrazore
force, which nunbercd about 5,000, fought ucinly with srrows
and some gunc but vere no neatch to the Pritish srmy which
was svoerior in terms of {ire-nover, training, and milito ry
gtrotegy., 48 » resnlt, il is cl-inmed thet the issue wes
settled in two minutes, vith the Britich troons recordiig
onliy oae casuelty -~nd the Kontagore trooovs, cbout 50,

Hith this succeas, Sritish troops eatered Kontagore, but wet
the tovm esnty, This did not hoviever ston them from burniag
perts of it,

No ecooner had Lt, Col Kemball cantured ond occupied
iontapore ihan he sent a british force ia nursuit of the
Eair who h & ewcemed and hended towerds "eoric before Lhe
arrivel of the oritish troops., /en the ritislh force
foiled to cotehh un vith hiu, il return to kontagora ofrer
four deys of woreudiug the villages through whaich it
neeBel,

Mesnvhiice, Lug ~ra, now boged ¢t uyc, w-s clleged to
heve anvited the Tauir o: bid:e for discussiocn on three
occag kons,, but the l=tter haod turned cowmn the lnvitrtlmﬂz.?5

(.. the 19th Febimery, therefore, Lug rd, who wha now juined
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by Li., 20l., Zemb=1l) (after _caving & gerrison »t »ont: ov,

S

led = British fovce totzlllng aboui 500 -geinst @id~ <P
By the tire the Pritish force ngot there, the Imir gbubrkar
had fled, but his forces continued to confront tiie Britich
soldiers ficrcely. it would seem thet the stiff onposition
d;séolvcd only wiaen the Makum sgreood to submit to Lugnr¢.27
Tims, british troope m..rched into Bida and, as usual, a
flying oct=0) w:s sent fter the Thalr Abubakar to try
end czyture him,

1t must, however, be stoted th.t one oi the main
re~sons for the ailitory victory or Nidtish forces over
those of Bicda woc the division of the Fuye vonulrotion inte
threoe o2n0sing nariles, o situsntdou which the uUritish
wenlted no tine in exnloiting by wekiag sure thst onc » rty
led by tlhe 6 kum wos neutenl in chieir conflict with the
3ids Fmir, It wes, therefore, no surnrise thot just citer
their occuuction, it a:g the Meokun, whom ti.oy proclaiced

as the nev Talr of bida.ca

‘ith the conquest of Dicda arll
Yontrgore compieted, tihe Dritish colonizl forces moved

swiftly to conguer otrer »reas of Miger wrovance,

3:iZeD Lh et O

The field oocerstaions corried outl «p-insi the emirrstes
of rgayce ~ad Lew:2i, in Jun. 1898, was couanznded by one Lt-
Col ?,D, Ziptcher, The British force thot effected the
conquest conris-ed of 31 Burenean officere and N,C.0,'5;
410 ncrcencrics nd L% carriera, Their fire power waz wi-de

uo oy riflec for the noldiors;’o three 7 -~ pounder suns
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ezca coaoieting of 720 rounc. »er gun) 4 maxic gene with
gaeh cancble o da2livering 1000 rounds »w:r gun, Lit-Ccl
TeD Pintcher and hics force w-rched fron lLokoj- on Sth
Juae 1898, ~rriving Bero on the 14th of the seme .nonth.ji

Mesnwhile, it seeuea thet the Agaye-Lonel oud Did
ormies hod entered into ~n olliance ¢nd were therefore
waiting fo. the Pritish force at Galoo, Unrortunately,
Lt-Col rintcher got wind of this ~1llionce and, conse-
nuently, he left some of Lis forces cud camunitlions ot
Darro to checl: the thre:t posnd by the Ageye--Laii and 3ida
nrmiez.ﬂ‘

From Darroy; Lt-Col Pistcher mercled on ith sbout
Furasean officers ~nd N,C,0's; <91 werceusrics; two
7?7 -+ »onder guns, ersch containing 20 rounds; 12 rockets;
% moxins, ecch with 1000 rounda.53 ren, the Lritish Torce
wos aoproaching Geloo, they formed i squere and contiuu ¢ the
moreh in thet formation, VAith only - few yards to the canp
formed by the ‘zaye~Loavol soldiers at Galoe, the Driticsh
forces oaened fire, Pecause of their suoerior fire vover,
they vere able to subdue the Ageye-Loped Torces just aicer
sooe iew minutes of fighting, Froa herc, the pritish
force moved o to Sonfada, just five miles frowm Leoped,

‘ o . 3
after destroying Goloo itself.”

at Soa’zde, the force rested for o weelz, ofter which
it got ituelf together agein, »rer-red to att-ck Lapal,
Ag ugurl, in z sgucere foraction, the Dritish army advenced

tovards the toun of Lenwsd, Dut with a force of only 60
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aorsemen, the Le i oriny defenders were simcly no oteh to
the su-eriority of tuc Braitish fire -over ad, ¢8 ¢ COnng-
ausice, they 131.35 The British forces, tlcreforce, oceusicd
tie town :nd, ¢ usunl, burnt Jdown scversl vill goo orouad
LGai.és

After the oucun tion of Lanci, the Britisi force thcun
moved on to Bedeggni wvith the clear objective of getting Lold
of the Zair of tep.i wio was belicved to be hiding therc, 2!
Toviards the fulfilment of this ain, oan odvence norty unday
Lt. Carrol w:s scut frou Lonal, Dut before thi= force could
rcach Bacdersgl, itte necorle got wind of cueir coming ~nd,
ae ¢ wrec-ution, they evacucted thie town, Thus, whnen tho
British force eventuczlly got there, they aet the towm em~ty,
ilovvever, il must be st ted thit, olthough the british force
net no o pouition ~nd found the town ouapty, yet, they
insirted on burnin: covn the tovm #nd other gurrouncing
Vill:ges.,

Finslly, from Boedeggi, the britich force 2:raceeded to
igcye., This time, the ipnhcbitants hed not ovacuat.d h
tcvm nd, on reeching there, tiuc officer couwnsnding the
Britich force orlercd the Fmir to come ~nd ‘“negotiste:
which, of courze, weos unccceotable to the 1etter.39 ¢ gl
pritish force, os exnected, replied by firing scae roun.s
into the torn wi.ich w.s eventu:1lly entcred towards the
end of June, 1690, but which neveriheless founr the Zuirig

!
pelace emoty.*o
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‘lith his nmicsion of subduing the grirctes of fgoye
and Lapsi schiasved, Lt, Col Pictcher withdrew with the
2cin body of his force tc Lokoja, thcir army bose, leavins,
hehind 950 nen ond one maxim vacer one Lt, 3iiinner to
gaerison tue tom on the recuest of, - certein Mr, Drew,
the politlicael officer tast ‘ccowoenied the i‘orce.L"1

Thus, with the congueut of ‘gcye cad Leodi and the
otlier ~ress whicl: we Yiove e rlier discusued, Lie enxtlice arsa
tiiet lgter hecave lmom =28 uwiger Hcovance coue under
comolete Lritich contrel, Lut the guestion to which we
should ncw Zurn our _ttention is what wee the resction of

tlie neonler of uiger orovince, to thic Dritich conquest”

Secioll e tions .oQ he fLopgucgi:

rlthoush, v 1003, most of the entire area thel liter
bec e knovn ou Yiger wrovince h-d more or less coms under
nritish control, yet ithe »hysicel occurtion was not z2n
c.8y tisk, a3 it would scem, For cxsmple, it becanc
fachisn-~ble for I'ritish colonial officizle cid some Furcpean
historezna of Africs to give tie migleeding i ression tht
there war little or no resict nce Doged by the inhcbitonts,
Thie, tizy :rrued, wae peccune Lncir ~mulcs were little hatdo
thent gl ve-aungsy robles and cogy Hrey for the discislined
améd well equipser’ Turogvesn rales., 1V is furtler cl -ired
tlict tae rulers o1 tie -re-s h. rdly enjoyed tue su,mort of
tieir seconle in their wars wath tae rpitish, Thus,
vueceine of this misconcention, the British sew theuselv:s

e Hlibercoicrs:: of the oonrcoased a-sgen from their
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tyraanical rulers, PFor inetronce Lord Lugcrd, in suos ort
of thir erroneous scsumntion, ~dded to the wi- concesticr,
vhen he eliimed in 190° that “the wierule of the Fuleni
Lod rendered them so v teful Lo the bulk of thae Hopul-tion
who woul.! welcome thelir 0V3rthr0““.45

But, -5 *figbc h. s clre-dy nointed out, these exnl~-
netione have some chortcomings -nd, on the wiole, were
oficred to 1:tionclize -l justify Dratish couquesnt.

Thus, ~ccordiug Lo Afigno:
It wes Lo the inteiest of locnl Lomm aders
te rejresent the snell, but costly wers in
Tept Mrica es wers of liberation,
crucsders for mmeniteorienism sad “ivili-
sation in order to justify wilit.&y.
weonurzs before home povernacats cod to
vorry crivicisme Ly humo nitcvien Socleties
in Furope =3

In tite s:.me veln, it should he noted that wmoset cf the
Vritish colonial officials .~d, ininct, Murocewrr historsmns
vere 1lgaor nt of tae politic.'l rerization end trodition
of most peooles of MPiger orovince, Thus, in kes-in: wi®h
im-erisligt justific-tion oi the colonil wers of
conoucut, the ruler: of tle v. rious communitics in the
sres were wresented £ “dGousuotse,

‘e mugt ooiol outl turt the meemangly feoble end
ine:fective resistanc: »ut uo by the inhoditonts of wigcer
srovince woe not due to tas ex)lenstions errlier jroffered
by tie DBritirh coloxni.l officizls .nd Turoaleen historivng
of Afric~, but the milit-ry suoreriority of t{he colonicl

comies wiie vere eguipiad wilth wodern veejongs end troining
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aceinst the notive armies who lached both.“ﬁ It was tuis
cocinive f.ctor, more than gnything, that focilitated the
British conquent of Niger vHrovince, Indeed, even with
tiieze nodern weapons, it wes not cun ecgy tesk for the
Aritis.: colorninl avthoritias tossieguard thelr conguest
hajice thea continued to frce gtiff onnouition from the
communitics in the area, esnecizlly, ot the early stoger
of their rule. /‘ccording to our informents, the opposition
to Britigh rule took the form of nasclive ard active
resistonce, Phis hars been corrovorctes by inforwvation
from the colonial scuices,

For insi~-nce, on the 5th foHril 19C<, in the Bide
Division, one Mallenm Mrizanns wog s2id to hove groclaiamed
himself a mehei"” He coneequently snlled om, ond,
succeecded in preveiling on the people of Biue, to didive
out Dritish officirls and the mir of Bide, who wos
sccused of being o troitor, since he wes o nowinee of Llie
Britirh Coverrment, Beccuse of the populcsrity of Mallom
Viadzeane ad tie oomenl vhich hile messege had, he wos euiz
to motllize mrny oco le fiow, not only Liide towm, but riso
from surrouncing villeoge::., Alarmed; ~t tho contegiovs
effect wndcu hir weizoge aue h-oving ondé the inerecsing
nunber of his sujorters, the British coloniel ~uthor:itles
dacided to cecl with hin @pili'..rily even tuougan iicllen
Meizenna was »pot ored rec for o wmilitoery coafrontatlon,
h=viag roealined the su:zriority of Lritish forces. Thus,

Mollom Modizanna cnl-other ring leaders ‘iwere surprised:
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art unletly arrestied by vhe “wmirv's dop-ral, Mallem
Fulzenns, the well srocloimed ‘{ighdi® woe tried and sent.mced
by the heotive couit tC six monthe imorisonment in the towm
dungeon ond his followers ver: rined 25 bogs of cowric- each,

tgoin, in October 1202, # sucll militory force wes
cont to ounish the inhovitante of the town of Lefu ia
L&pci.“e Plieir crime was thet they hod not only refused
to nay tribute, but ~lge did not recognise ony instructions
¢ ensting from L. »1i or nils, It was further claimed thot
vhen courv accsenzers ¢nd ogente of the Celoni-y edainie-
trecion vave sent to Lefu, “they were fired at and
crzven ocut oi the town',

Agedn, in 1911,4? 2 Britigh petrol wos sent agcinut
the inliebitonts of Sukke District of pApcye-Lonczi Division
for ch rges of noisoning, Seduction, ond rotbery which, it
wee clodmed, yore romnent in the entire Motrict, a
siturstron woich the Dictrict dead woe uuable to control,
t.lk lers of bringing the culvrits to book. .s & result,

o Tritish orficer; one Mr. Ystes, m.ce . tour of the
.igtrict, but he w.s ctteched at Abugi=Zonk-re, In Moreh
1911, when 3ever-l fricndlies vere killed (nd wounded ~nd
not of Mr, Yotes kit vere looted.ha

In recction to thkins cttack, e Dritish potrol of SO
goldiers wes out together under the coamcnd of Lt, ¥oters,
The patrol left the towr of Mue on the Niger to the troubled

District, It was cloiwed thoet when the »trol o~rrived; the
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peonle offered no recistance, »s most of them were eitlier
hidiog in the swamne or hed crossed the Gurore river into
Nessorew, orovince, ‘The Pritish nstrol withdrew, on 17th
April, after orresting the ring lecders ond eleven other
mer.,, who were subgequently tried and senternced to imdroson-
ment for verious terms thet ranged from two to five years.
Their bows and ¢rrows viere seized nnd dcstroyed.“g

aoin, molitic-l ui.reste were rejorted anc continued
to be widesprezd in the QGweori districts cond militer
patrols were meintained os ~ regul.r feature of coloni-l
Administrcstion, For instenve, os lete zs Morch 1911, the
Gwori villege of Teberma wes burnt to the ground cnd five
of it's leaders were executed for slledgedly killing -~
governwent ggent,

As we pointed out e rlier, exsmvles of continuing
resistance to British conguest snd rule in the WHune-Gwari
Country o~bound, but the few crsee which we hnve highlighted
zbove are ~dequete, At this juncture therefore, we shall
proceed to ex mine the consequences of the British conquest
of Niser »rovince on the food »roduction wiich 2. ved the

way for subsequent fruwines in the orea,

3.2.5 The Congequences Of Tha Cononest on Food
Production:

=
According to mome informant&,50

the concquest of the
crea lec Lo serious disturb.onces znd the breokdown of l.ow
cnd order, This resulted in hrrdshi) -nd faalnes,

esnecielly, in the carly years of Dritish colonicl
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cccun Liocn, ifoveover, the inf r-ents cloimed thet the
stenZird aroctice fter ta: ecunues: of 2 rres Ly rivish
troops wae to burn dowa tae viiloges @ id itis fotal ads:
destruction of ~v:ileble crame; ~nd thr-t of ny other
metericl objzcte tiaet could be found including, of courue,
greauries, YMor instencs, ofter the conguest of o~ye .l
Lawai in 1880, “ritish troons -systesstically burnt ell
villapes in the vicinity of Galoo gs well or the to:m
:l.tself“,51 2eein, ¢lthongh Britich troors found Hontagora
completcly deocrted tovm yet, tlhey burat scctionz of it.
By this time, the garrison sent c3ainat Rido had clrezdy
burnt 21l thc villeges rround "uenhishi, occunied o fornm
that belonged to the fudr ¢y Bide -nad reduced the w.ole

so alrticn vetweer ushichi ono. Pids to livii: in grect

Still, citer thr Jefents of the ial~bit-~tpe of Doronge
and Jungven--sami, in June 1706 by « Briiish cunatirs exooui-
tion, their touas vere burnt -ud -1l the frurs in the ree
vers ordered to e gcstroys?.5j Le 1f to conflirw tae
pencral ot tc of irgecuraty in dige» grovince folle:ing
the Tritish con uesnt of tiac are:r, even the colonizl =zouices
cocurient thcoo wien ¢oior Burdor took chorge of (Yune
Provance ain 1$01?),

Py whole ~Loviuce woz in o stote of the
gronce Bl Ziporder +a¢ disintegr.tion,
‘Thy ogrn,.,. uest of the Rodune liave all
thvowi, off thelir pllegicace and . chtnow-
ledgs uo suthority of cither lmir or
Qecidont In .gera-Lanai, things vere
just .5 Led. Werus were deing descrted

b vlaves fnd sulh wos tiae st cte of
ubre.t th-t cultiv. tiou suifered...O4
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Agoin, i¢ wss renorte. th-t (fter the occupation
of honteworay followed by tic subsegitent coture onc exilie
of ivtig ‘mir in ciirins to Lokojs, in liarcih 1207, the
inhe bitonts were sald to hive been isanyed by the flesr-nt
show of Fritish nover, ™his got to ~ critical point such
thet Tesidenc Burdon coniessed thet Ye distinet zir of
insecurity ond distrust cluwost -~amounting to sullkiness
jrevﬂilod~.55 Thic obssrvatiocn by a top EBratish colorninl
officor, is iamportant s for as the tlieme of thic study is
concaraed, For -& would be shown l-ter, the gencral
irsceurity in VPiger orovince led many »eople to abandon
their forms with neg.tive coneequences on availeble food
in the «roc,

From the above ox moles, therefore, it can be ceen thrt
tie dasruntive isn-ct of Britisn colonisl conquest ond
consolidation of its rnle in Niger orovince led mony
formers to absndon their forus, Thins was melialy becousc
of the gener«l ingecurity and lerwlecsness which, ¢g wo
e¢. rlisr demonstr-tec, nreveiled in the entire -~re:.
following frequent kiritish exneditions on the vrrious
»edales of the cree. To malke nctters vorse, an infomioni %
renorts thst ¢ standord sroctice associztad with British
wilit..ry cemjsainges was the comspudecring of food thet
belonged to the »eonle Tor their ouvn trooos in sddition to
the destruction of »11 -voiloble crons,

In resvwonee, the »Heople did one or two things., They

Legar to bury or destroy 211 cveilrble food before the
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errivi]l of dSritish soldiers, Furthermore, 2 ny of them
becgon to zZrow croas only sufficient to feed thelir housc! sld

for facr thet Luo svrolus would be cowmradeerced by the
invaaeing ;rmy.S? Fither wzy, this affected food »roduction
~nd nerscrv.tion.

Ag ¢ congequence, lor e ~recs of formlaond remoined
uncultivestcd for & long itzae to come, 1In this reg:rd,
thercfore, it is inntructive to notve that the first
fomines which Lida and Kont-sora exierienced in 1904,
cceurred during the »eriod oi Dritish conguest of these
srcca.ss The Joaines wiilch Bida cnd Kontogoro exverienced
vere coid o hrve been soecificrlly ceovsced by the disturo-n
broucht sb*ut by Dritizh =military ﬁctivitics.59 It w.5 oo
sa2rious tit tae locel inhabit-nts of Lhe =srep sold “hcir
children in large nusbers to secure foo¢ for theasclves ot
orices wvaich resortedly voried from g low s 6d to 33.60
Herein lieg the first insi.uce of fruine in our -~rea of
study from time lwameworisl, As a result of the foaine,
most of the neesonts eruffered frow under-nutrition r~nc
molnutrition, ~ath the vast majority of thaem being
infected Ly stch -eficlency dise.ses like hvoshiorlior,
m. roauk, bolleg, dysentry ~tc, My did not survive these
disecses for thoy died,

Hovever, ia most cases, tihe coloni:l sou:ces would
only cenfira tict theose diseases cctuallyocnurre’, but
wouls not at.te tuc rectual number of Heople vho cither

suifored from theam or dicd, Thig is heordly surosriging in
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view of the fecl thot it was the proctice of Dritish

colomicl offici:-1s (includir~ heslth officiels) to

suonrnss any ianlorustion thet would reyeal the extremc

exvloit. tion into which coloni-~lism subjected the peasantry

of liiger province in w.rticul:r oand Figeric in generel,

Thug, to reve.l the :clucl deztii rates from these

diceuses at thie o3sriod would have ox»osed tie notive

force of Lriliszl: coloniclicm, which wes nothing otlier ticn

the mexiram exHhloitztion of tie pececantiry of our eree,

Thus, it was in the interest of zriiish colonislis: that

figures for dexth r=tes from a~lnutrition (nd under-

notrition induced Jisease: hed to be ouporessed. Tnenite

of tuls, .11 our anforusuts confiried that thousonds of

ae0ple dded, Those of them who wire lucky to “surviver

Joust conmidernble normel body weight 2nd reduction in

ohysical -ctivity, Tiie mesnt thet they become rel tively

uscless to theaselves ~nd even to the gociety becouse tiey

simnly did not hiove tie minimum regnired celorie to perfora

cnything, not even to firm. Moreover, the alreody devnlorrble

concition of the pers nts who ~survived: s further viorszcaea

becruse they 180 bern to suffer from eridecic disecse 112

su-ll-pox snc cerebro-svinal meninzitis, csoieciclly in such

«rers like Lapcsi, Zunceri, Bldes ~nd Fcntngorﬂ.G:

furcheraore, a ny died from toeso diue.sas.63
Altlough it boc me rcop-reat ti t the genersl insecuraty,

lavlernooess o tus destructive nectivitics of Eritish

coloni.l troons were h/ving negotive effects on food
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Wi

aradoetion, vet, no concrcte wensure wos tohen to sulve

the problew.  As wonlcd e cemoustroted below, tle Rritish
golonicl enthoritiesn were more ceoucerned witli enforeing
their golicy o7 forcing the po: gantry Lo pooduce cogh Ccroos
anth other rogources wivich the Pritish needed, These Lhoy
neured wolnly throuvgh the introdactior of Driticsh toxes

~nd the rounds sterling.,

5,3 Tl FOULDATION UF THE COLONLAL 5CONGHZ

4.0, ntrocuction OFf Coasli Cros Production

As owe mentloned ezrliecr, one of the mojor reasons oo

the "ritish concuest of Niger nrovince weoe Lo scoure raw

wetericls for Britioh indurtyies at hone. However, Niger

wrovince wos nodnly a Tood sroducing  ocreqa cnid not ricu Lo
minerl resources, The fow nineral resources ~voil-ile,
nomely, tin, tontaildte end gold were only wined in smell
qurntitics dn the Abuj: Mairecte, Minno ond Zungerd
resoacetively., It wes therefore within this context; ﬁhnt
the Briftieh colonicl ~uthoritics sought to Litroduce ond

cuncotirage the production of cngh crong, ¢zpecislly, cotton

sut Zroundnuis after the eatnblishment of thedi:r r»ule.

In 1412, the cctovities of tiue 5,00 A was hodng
suanlemented with the establisbment of the Governnent

Denavteent of fgriculture in 1910 wmd in 1812, by the

-
o
!

newly formed Torthern Nigerils Densriwment of ﬁgrlculture.“
in order'fo'éncourage the growing of casl crowg in Nigoer
arovicce, Llhe L.C.G.A ond the Devartment of :qgriculture

inaveed peon)le by coneistent sromegonds sad the sunnly of

v
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speci2l groundnut anc otton seecs (especially the
Allan Strain of cotton and the American variety) which
was cdeclared more su_table Lo Niger province &8 2
result of which the whole province was declared an
Americen cotton Are~.

In 1913, about 500 bags of American cotton seeds
was supplied by the B.C.G.s and distributed in Dakaron,
Egbako and Sakpe ulstricts of Bida bLivision, Galadimo
Kogo, fuka and Wushishi Listrict in the Kuta ULivision,
an¢ equally in the Kwonooma Livision.65 It is to be
noted that the new cctton strains were supplied free
ot charge to the farmers. 1In 1922, about 198 tons cf
cotton seed wrs distributed, and about 200 tons
earmarked for 1923.66

Apart from the introduction and distribution of the
special cotton strains the colonial authcy-{ties »lso
made sure that the cultivation of any other type of
cotton was preventad in order to prevent natural cross-
fertilization and consequent cdegeneration. Secondly,
the pecple were ordered to dig up and burn all the old
rcots and it was forbidden to mix foreign and native
cotton for purposes of trade. For instance, in 1913,
in an attempt to ensure that the local strain was elimi-
nated, the Director of Agriculture ordered the destruc-
tion of all old cotton trees.67 Similarly, in March
1921, the Resicdent of Niger province visited the B.C.G.4

buying station at Wuya and found that practically the
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whole cotton being pur res.:a tiere was mixed cotton.
He therefore ordered the B.C.G.A to “estroy all the
seec which amcunted t.. aiout 2leven tons.

The British colonial authecyritics were not only
propagating the adoption of the foreilgn cotten strains,
but they also gave instructions on when it was to the
planted. Thus, for example, in 1924, the Senior Superin-
tendent of Agriculture in Nupe province issued instructions
regarding times of planting cotton. Tﬁe dates, he
recommended for planting in Kwomgoma and Kuta Divisions
was 1st - 15th Auqust; and in Bida and Agaye-Lapail
Divisions, it was from 15th August -~ 1st September.58
Towards the end of September, the Divisional Officers
reported that, cn the whole, the instructions had been
carried out and that, as far as could be seen, the
cotton crop promised well.ss

It was not only the cultivation of cotten, which the
coloniel asuthourities encouraged and supervised, but
they also encouraged the cultivation of Kolas, (used as
a colouring material in their industries) especially in
the Labozhti District.

70 it was decirted

In this regard therefore, in 1912,
te establish a system of bonuses payable by the Beit-el-mal.
It was proposed to give a grent of two pence per tree
from the first to the sixth year and one penny from the
seventh to the twelfth year to kola cultivators after

which the grant would cease and the land Rent of 6d per
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tree would become paye *'¢ uy ! e cultivatoers. For
example, if 2 farmer plented out 100 seedling he would
recelve 16s 8¢ per an um ro: six years of &5, plus
88 4¢ for the next six yea-s of £2. 10s, making a total
of £7.10s. Therefore the farmer would pay £2.10s per
annum tax and the Beit-el-mal would recover it's outlay
in bonuses of about six years consecutively. In this way,
the farmer would receive a small "appreciable" reward
for his work of cultivation and clearing during the long
years of waiting for a crop r.'e»t:u::'n..?‘1

There is no doubt that the varlous measures embarked
upon by the colonial authorities tc enccurage the produc-
tiocn of cash crops in Niger province were, to a large
extent, successful as indicated by most of my informants72
and corroborated by the various cclonial Annual reports.
Thus, for example, the Annual report of Niger province
for 1913, reported that "There has been an increase in
the acreage under cotton cultivation owing to the
operations of the B.C.G.M at sever?l new stations,
notably, Wuya, Kede and Etsu Gaie."?3 Again, the Nup-=
annual Report for year erding 1921 had this to say:

The areas restricted to the cultivation of

American cotton were incr:esed during 1920.

It is now arown throughout the whole of the

Northern part of Kwongoma Divislon and in

the Eastern part of Kuta Division74 while
that of 1924 claimed that:
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Cotton may now be sa. tc have become a staple

crop. The 1922-2, scasor produced 450 bales,

the next season 671, and the present season

bids fair to incre-se again by 50% and reach

the 1000 bales hcpel for.75

It is thus clear from the few examples, we have
given above, that the steps taken by the British coloniesl
authoritles to ensure the production of cash crops in
Niger province was actually oroducing the desired results
and hence increases producticn. Hcowever, inspite of
this fact, it is surprising that J.S. Hogendorn and
othurs?6 would deny the central role of the colénial

state in encouraging cash crop prcduction and to advance

the vent-for-surplus theory to explain why there was an
increase in cash crop production by the peasantry. The
vent~for-surplus theory and the criticisms which 1t
attracted from other scholars is an interesting issue

but is only marginal to, our maln focus end therefore
-,

i

need not delay us here.
However, what we need to emphasise is that the
direct irt:arvention of the colonial state ensured a
steady incr=ase in the production of cash crops. At the
same time, inspite of the fact that the peoples of
Niger province responcded positively to the colonial
autho ~ities for incre=ased cash crop production, the
prices offered by the trading compenies for these
products, in relation to the prices cffered in other
areag in Nigeria, was low. For instance, the Annual

Report of 1923, regporten wnai, whercas, the Keno rate
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for grcundnut was £15, t vas caly between £7 and £9
respectively in the Bfro-Badeogi area of Niger province.78

Similarly, it was ri¢, ortcd that the price for
groundnuts paid by the Unitc ' African Company in Niger
province was 5s.6d per ton, as against 11s for an inferior
quality in Zaria and Kano. This discrepancy in priae was
said to be due, mainly to thz monopoly position of two
large tracding companies in Niger province, while in the
North several companies had to compete with one Pnother."?g
Whether this was true or not, the peasantry in Niger
earned lower prices from cash crops than obhtained in certain
octher parts of the northern province,

Thus, according to some informants,ao it was because
cf the relatively high exploitation of the peasants by the
trading companies in Niger province that some peasants were
not very enthtusiastic in responding to the British calls
for increased cash crop production, For this reason,
although general success was recorded in the direction of
increased cash crop production in Niger province, it would
seem that the colonial autheritics were still faced with
the prokblems of centinucusly persuading the inhabitants
of the ares to cultivate the cash crops. Thus, for example,
commenting about the Gwari attitufe,to cotton production,
it was reported, in 1926, that

In view of the entire lack of interest shown

Ly the Gwari farmers in the cultivation of

cotton... such cotton as the Gwari produces
utilisecd meirly for it's own domestic
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purposes, very little placed on the market,

ncne of it being solcdé tn B.C.G.A, who

infact gave up purchases in this vivision

some years ago, the amount of cotton obtaired

not justifying the retention of a purchasing

agent in the Division. This lack of interest

is not due to lack of effort on the part of

pelitical officers, in inducing the Gwari

to grow more cotton, for every effort has

been mace to interest him in it, but without

avail.€1

It was thus, because of the lack of tota2l devotion
to the cultivation of the cesh crops by the Gwari and
Nupe that, as we shall see la2ter, the British colonizl
authciitets  introduced neasures like taxation, to b=
pais in British currency, in order to compell them to
produce these crops. It 4id not matter to the coldnial
autho ¢®%%: that, ir 1922, the Emir of ida was talking

\

about shortages of corn in his Livision owing to many
farmers having "reduced the area under corn and planted
cotton instead“.az

Again, the colonial authonn"i:.,, were not disturbed
when the Emir of Wushishi stated that "In Wushishi
bistrict, the shortage of corn was also due to the fact
that many farmers planted a large area than usual with
cotton and reduced thelr gulnea corn farms“.83

Thus, inspite of these reportec cases of food
shprtages ancd famines caused by decreasing farmlends
hbeing cultivated for theg production of food, the colonial
authe ......C #id nothing to revert the trend. All that

they were interested in was the maximum production of cash



cropsy As we shall se ue’ vy, the colonial state souzh®
to achieve this by such measures like the introduction
of taxation and the pound sterling,

3.3.2 The Introduction of Colonial Taxation:

After the conquest of No~.h:srn Nigeria in general
zua Niger province, in particular, it is claimed that
tiie British colonial autheorities were faced with the
rroblem of providing adejuate finance to run the large
arezs brought under their contrecl effectively, Before
this time, the financial costs for running the entire
Northern Nigeria were met from some sources among which
included the local receipts and "the fixed contributions

wde from the revenues of the coast protectorates which
represented the supposed approximate value of the
customs dues on goods imported in Northerm Niger'ia".BLL
l.owever, the contributions from these sources over the
yvears were diminishing despite the fact that more areas
were belng brought under the control of the British
colonial government, It wss as & result of these
reasons that in 1903, Lugard wrote to the secretary of
state requesting for his pe.mission to devise new mezns
to generate more taxes.85

Lugards, also gave other reasons why taxation was
introduced, Firstly, he claimed that it was Jjustified to
impoce taxation as a right of conquest. His argument was

thot most of the rulers especially, the Emirs, were aliens
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who had acquired the rirht to collect tributes by conguest.
It was alsc this right v.ich *hey had now lost, 'y def.st,
to the Britich GQQVErnwent.Bs Secondly, it was further
argued that taxetion supported the ruling classes and
"protected"” the peasantry; for the latter, in particuler,
would be "emancipated” from cppression since the contri-
butions would he fixed and limited. Thirdly, that

taxation was the corollary of the abolition of forced
labour and domestic slavery. Fcurthly, it was argued that
taxation ensured the selection of the most capable and

most influential men as the chilcfs and advisers.UT In
addition to =211 the abcove, Lugard claimed that the payment
of taxes was tracditionel to the society and, therefore, not
an 2lien innovatlion. However, as would be shown later,
these ressons given by Lugard for the introduction cf
taxation were a mere smokescreen désigned to hide the
underlying intensions of colonial exploitation. Thus, ir
1909, Lugard imposed taxes on traders, crafts, special
industries, tithes on the staple crops and market dues.
However the Land Revenue Ordinance of 1904 made some
changas in the existing system of taxation. For, according
to its: provisions, 211 taxes on land and agricultural out-
put were replaced by 2 single lev) which requirec 10
percent of the value annual produ-tion "derived or cderivable™
according to the average standard of cultivated land use in

the neighbourhood“.aa In Ddditi%?pthe British authouy tis--
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were to receive one four¥n . M2 amount received in reL 272
of any tribute or tax.E' *  the case of nomadic cattleren
they had their cesttle tax ‘Jancali) fixed at 5 percent,
instead of the former 10 percent. O2ther taxes included
caravan tax, liguor tsx and several others.

The colonial autho -, .~ began to carry out the
assessment of the towns almost {mmediately after conqgues®-
Bida town was assessed for the first time, in 1904, at 3C¢C
bags of <:ow.~.friz=_~s..r"O By the flrst quarter nf 1910, one
Mr. Langworthy =long with Mr. Monk ard Captain Kempthor.i=-

-~

were all busily employed in the registration of Bide City.-'
The result of their vork was a monumental comnilation, L g
recorded all the compounds ands inhabitants of the cley
1911, the British had introduced an organised taxahtlon -2y
the area, with census books being printed and the popt:ie
tions of every village taken, with careful records oI

¢ armlands, Sylvan prcduce and other details which wer=
recorded. This was to ensure that nobody esceped the
peymant. However, with the introduction of British taxes,

there was thesimultaneous introduction of the Biitish

sterling as well.

3.3.3 The_Introdugtio: . Of British Pound St=rlipa:

—_— . et = O - —

In order to compell the peasants of Niger Province
as their counterparts alsewhere in colonial Nigeria to
produce c3sh Crops and work for the commercial and mininrc

firms, the British colonial autho: i@tiis.. did not only



- 107 .

w 160
introduce colonial taxation, but also insisted that this
tax must be pald in British currency - the pound sterling.
Before the establishment of British colonial contrel in
Niger Province, barter and such currency, like cowries,
were the medium of exchangeu92
| With the establishment of British rule, the trarnsi-
“tional currency like.cowries, bedan to create problems for
the expanding production and trade relations of the colonial
ec:onomy.93 AS @ result of this, in 1904, the colonial
authcritieés banned the use of cowries; itg. importation
was also banned and state officials were empowered to enforce
the use of the British sterling currency as the meain medium
of exchange,g4 This was immediately followed by the setting
up of stalls in the markets, for the exchange of coins and

25
cowries.

Similarly, the payment of the salaries of railway
and mine-~workers, trocps, Police, Native Authority officials
and other workers of the colonial government was made in
British sterling°96 However, this did not go unchallenged

by the inhakbitants of the area, for as we shall see

immediately below, they vigorously opposed British attempts

to introduce taxation and the pound sterling.

3.3.4 Reactions Tc The Introduction of Taxation And
British Sterling.

Al though, Lord Lugard gave the impression thsot the
introduction of colonial taxation and British currency was
welcomed by the people in preference to the unegual incidence

and the “arbitrary" and “tyrannical” levies of the past,

]
.



yet abundant evidence : - ovr <isposal clearly contradicts
Lugard's assertion. Fur our evidence shows that the pcoples
of Niger Frovince reacted vioiently and sometimes passively
to the introduction of coloniszl texation and the pound
sterling from the very beginrning of Lugard's rule.

Thus, for instance in 1914,98 there was widespread
unrest in the Bessa Uistricts of Abuja Division. This was
as a result of the refusal of the Bassas to be assessed
and consequently to pay the taxes. In reaction, a British
patrol force, wes put together to dea2l with the recalcitrant
Districts. However, before the Patrol Force left, the
Resident warned that "every effort must be made to avoid
conflict with the Bassa“99 since, according to him, "there
{s such a strong feeling at horme and the Secretary of State
is so worried by gquestions in the House, when anything of
the kind c:cc:urs'.,q‘OO He proceeded to reveal that the
Governnent here finds itself equally harassed by cables
demanding explanations, why so many natives were being

killed, 101

Because of the above, the Resident recommended that
violent confliect should be "avoided" as much as possible
and, as if to betray his apprehension about the proposed
conflict, he ordered that if the use of force was unavoicable,
then enemy losses should be undercounted. He further
instructed that it was only the officer commanding the
patrol and the roliticel officer, who would decide

together, trne number of p.ople killed or wounded.
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However, inspite of these “warnings™, it is clear that
the British patrol encountered opposition from the Bessas,
since, it was kept busy in the latter's Districts for six
weeks at the end of which tne three villages of Kakkari,
Chinaboji and Abogu were burnt.102
Again, in early 1912,163 revolt broke out at Killankwe
in Pai District of Abuje Emirate against the payment of
taxes. Even before 1912, the same area had witnessed
serious troubles becesuse of their determined refusal to
pay taxes. During this particular period, the alledged
ring-leaders, who were named as Tukurua, Shaba and Gana
Mada2iki were arrested, for inciting others as well as for
refusing to pay tribute to the British.104
The same village (i.e Killankwa), together with other
villages in the Pai district, namely, Chikuka and Kabbi,
revolted again, in November 1912, against the payment of
taxes. As a result of this new revolt, one Mr. W. Morgan,
the District Officer of Abuja, sent to the Sarki of Pail
urging him to go to Killankw2 to inform the Headman that
they should meet him at Pai, which he intended to visit..105
But the Headmen of the revolting villages rebuffed the
District Officer's invitation. However, Mr. Morgan
proceeded with the visit to the town and, as he approached
it, he was welcomed by two arrows which were firecd from
within the town, and men sudderyy appeared from all sides
cager to fight. Morgan succeeded in persuading his
attackers that he was for peace and that, they should not

fer eF a7 11 T | ! !
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fire at him. Nevertheles: befcre he left, Morgan demanded
that all bows and arrows bz surrendered and brought in te #2i.
More seriously, he demandec that the towns should "produce
evidence within 30 days that they had repented of their
refusal to pay tribute’, threatering that if these conditions
were not met he would rerurn.ioe

It weuld seem that the conditions and ultiiatig. ;5 snea
went unheeded by the inhabitants of Pai district; for =
British patrol was put together to punish thesec so-calle”
recalcitrant villages. It got to Killankwa and, after 2
stiff opposition put up by its inhabitants, the towy was
finally occupiecd. 1In the trief encounter, which lasted for
about fifteen minutes, about forty villegers were killed
while the rest fled never toc return to pey these taxes.107
in response, the British troops burnt down the town. From
here, the force proceeded to,occupy Chikuka, on 24th
November, and took away every available food including
livestock after which they finally burnt down the village.ioa
The force then moved on to Kapbi, but found the village
deserted and, in response, the patrol, as usual, burnt it.lo&

Other examples of the opposition to the introduction of
colonial taxation encountered in cur ares took the form of

110 which means,

what Mahmuc Tukur calls "passive resistance",
resistance that took the form of not cbeying orders, but
without active measures of opposition.

For instance, migration, was adopted as a form of passive

resistance against the payment of British taxes. Thus, in
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October 1906, the inh ‘bitants of Waamu deserted their
town in order to avoi. taxation and proceeded to settle
in Wushishi terri‘tm:y.1’"1 1ne Resident informed the

Assistant Resident at wWwushishi of their presence, in

order to include the seserters, among thi.se to be assessecC.
When it became clear to the deserting settlers that therc
was no way they could aveid paying the taxes, they returned
to Kontagora after which the Resident, one Sharpe, warnecd
them on the consequenceas of their refueal to pay their
taxes in future.

Cne other form of passive rasistance by the irhabli-
tants of Niger Province, especially the Gwaris, was DY
refusing to come down frop their hill=top settlements to
the plains. The reasons were to avoid beina compellad
to cultivate cash creps and also to avoid being assesse”
for purposes of taxation. To get them to come down, the
British colonial authgriti¢e had initially attempted to
use "peaceful” persuasion put, when this failed, threats
were issued. When the threats were ignored, British
troops occasionally fired at the Gwarl settlements on tne
hills in order to scarc it” 4inhabitants to leave the
LTI T

Several studies have been conductecd on the hill

113 and their reaction to colonial

settlements in Africa
conquest and rule into which we cannot enter discussion
now. From these studies, however, it is clear that the

coloni-=l of ficials and bqhnlars cyreoneously assumed that
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hills settlements in / -~ica were devices for avoiding sleove
raids from stronger nciznhours in the plains. However,
the issue of the withdrawal from the hill-tops by the
Gwari of Niger Province, cainot be reduced to explanations
cf slave-raids, as advanced by M.B. Gleave and others.114
Most of the Gwarl pe=ople were forced to come down the
hills tc the plains by the British Colonial authol'xiits;,
in order to compell the former to cultivate cash crop and
to pay the taxes. The point, however, is that the refusal
to the Gwari to descend the hill-tops was a form of
passive resistance.

‘nother instance of nassive resistance by the pecoples
of Nliger Province, to the introductien of cclonial taxation
and currency, was their practice of buying the old tyne

of currency. For in 1932, it was being reported 115

that
cowries were re-appearing in the Bida and Agaye markets
and that they were being traded in Abuja markets at 500
tc the penny and in Bida at 250. The report went on tn
admit that the "dirty look of the cowries lent support to
the suspicion that the Nupe had turied thousands of these
shells; when they had been cec’ired void As money,”
Purthermore, according to the same report, this theory is
confirmed by the fact that the neighbouring Gwari "pagsns”
had earlier asked whether they might make their tradirg
transactions half in money and half in their hidden

supply of Cowries. - 1©



Tidis 1 »t for. of n-z _ve resistonce brines us to
o concider.-taon of tie iimcet of tue introduction of

colonicl troxation ~)md currency,

3.3.5 The JImecci Of “he Introcduction Of Colonisl
soxetion And Currency On i'cod Production:

The introduction of colcniel toxation and curreacy
troncformed the »re~exi-ting taxetion syten »-id lorgely in
tind into :n olyressive :nd exploitative texcotion systen
vald in ceosh (»nound sterling). This contributed to preusring
the ground for faminces in sirer »nrovince, 1t dicd thie in a
nunber of wvays walch we ciscususcd below,

Firstly, in ouy discussion of the <ocial formstion of
diger ‘rovince before the estoblir-liment of Dritieh colonisl
control, e pointed out thct the trecitional procuciive
unit _aong thie penscats was embodied in the fako with the
he = of such housebold being responsible for, among others,
naying the taxes of it's wembers,

put with tiie beginning of coloni -l rule in Wiger ~rovince,
Colonial texotion begen to toke into account only the
individuals, To this effect, t-x receipte were no longer
iesucd for thc whole houscheld or even {rruily to be »:2id by
the ressective ho: 4o but by individuals, Thus, colonicl
texetion ignored n~nd Jdestroyed tle existence of the hourc.-
hold as » wroduective upit in Nixer -orovince - the implic:tions
of whicl: we shell discus: later on with reg-rds tc foamine,

ilorcover, -c we hove ecrlier weuntlioned, bafore L

introduction of coloniil toxetiorn, there we a lond tux
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whiclh, emong the Nuype weds know ca (zouke ond DALY to the
chief enpu2lly, The amourt paid, varicd with the conii-

tions of tue cropz, The dzonka! wos thue very flexibt. to the
extent tiost o houselold heod, who experienced Crop failure

was cxendted from its n-yaent, The dzonka' boiu by the
{amily herd vz thus ased to creste central gr-in reserves
¢rom w.ach the needy werc o asinted during periods of food
acercity.

1, contrest, colondsl tevotion orescnbod ab increasing
burden wpon Lio per 5eaLsy in Firer ?rovince., TFor inst e,
over o neriod of eigab ye: rs, th.t is, fros 1505 = 1917,
thae l-nd Kevenue “nG J.m~nli tex in 5idr Nivision
increseed drceticelly. Phus, where s the 1-nd Hevenae n
1705 wea about £55109, by 1917 4t hes Juaaed to&16,:0
an increcse of obout 700 sercent.ii? tgein, clthonglh
the jengali trox wos 60 in 1906, this ogelin jumned to
g210 1 191?,116 ¢n increosc of 1,925 jercent vitl.out
ony relative increace in sovrces of income Of the =ecdle,

ipother excmuwlc oi o-~mression »nd exsloitation by
coloninl taxotion is arovided by the Zuru Neotive
pooanistration TaX Acaes~anent for o neriod of ten ye r,
1940 - 19K, “herc. n, the tax ~goessuent for Zuru Metive
peminigtr tion wes coul i, 417 in 1340, this hed bY
1949, clitbea 10 £1;,?:G,1‘9 an incre:se of 188 »erceut
over o perioc of nlao yerrs without any notice-ble increns?

in sousces of incoue giver the extremcly low »riccs ° id
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ror the new eari cross & o p.dated cut cerlier,

Fvea, if ve counsge the teu csrezcuent for Jdger
vrovince, vith thoss of otlhier »nrovinces, the ictiure of
gstrene cxoloitstion of the persaniry of Higer 2rovince
by coloni:l texetion is reveslsd, Thus, “2ble XIII below
ig a comwcrative Totle chowing Toxes paic in other Pricioscl

-

towas of i'orthsri. ?rovince: betneen 116 iad 1510,
£+ teble 3.1 cle rly =hovi, onut of sooe of the most
imoortount tow. ii t.uc Horthein Qrovincesn indicated,
yide tovn wes recordinn the hHigheut tax cegesgsmeat fow
the neriod 1916 - 1218, This w.n insoite of the f.ct thet
d towr wom not eos noaul-ted s Xiopo citys In on eticuot
to offer exnHl nation ior this obvioue ciseresncy, tac
secret ry »f tie Northern orovinces cl»imed thet “a town
does not 'y cccording to its monnletion, but accordinz
to its woealthit, Yven if thet wors the cane, it 1e very
2ifficult to sust~in the argumaent thot Bida town s
ricuer than Kino city, Moreover, il wo Turther cxanino
saother t.onle 5,1 werling, cgein, witsa cowd retive tax
fisures for Bid, Twirate, Ilorin zud Ibe<in resyectively,
tlien, the -.zument cdverced by the gsecretory of tue

ah,
"

Horthern »nrov-.aces vee oextrercly temvos 1f rot froucnlieoid,



T-BLE 3.1

TOTAL ASSESSMENT TOT 4L POPULATION
TOWNS

1916 1917 1918 1916 1917 1918
BIDA £3,652.18.6 | 24,764.11.6 | £3,982.16.0 | 24,068 | 24,056 | 24,056
K ANOC £3,589.4,9 §3,950.11.11) £3,574.0.3 | 59.672 | 59.672 | 35.786
ZARIF £1,627.5.4 £1,714.19.7 | £2,059.11.4 | 13,691 | 13,5691 | 12,570
MZILUGURI £848.3.0 £1,236.12.1 | £1,609.5.9 | 12,274 | 15,237 | 15,018
BAUCHT £7€8.7.6 £706.6.6 £812.0.10 $.850 | 11,166 | 10.051
SOKGTO £642.9.1 £861.9.10 £982.6.8 21,624 | 21,624 | 19,349
KAT INA £400.16.9 £396.1.9 £395.14.0 13,227 | 13,927 | 16,513

SUURCE s =

N~k

SNE 1G/203/-919, Texes paid by Keno, Sokoto, Maicduquri, Bauchi,

Zzrias, Bica,

Katsine

and Ilcrin.
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Tae above tabie (3,7) shows th-t Dide Eandirgte w.s prying
dizocer taxer then Ilorin osnd Ibeod - n, ingnoite of the foct
tiiat it wos not as rich ¢ citlhzr the Ilorin Imirate or
Ibae 4 »0 e One regson that hos been 2advanced for the L.ozh
trxation in NLida Dmirate wis g:id to heve been essocictcd
witis the hagh cost of the FNative *ministration, For
instorece an Ilorin witl a totel reveni o of £28,385 tue
grl-wy of the jmir woe given ~¢ £ 2,750 wnd the salories of
his 17 District leads emomtsa to o tot:l of only ¢2,55:
{(aan ~verage of &14% per he~c). In Bidca, with 2 reve:uc

of £1,8,161 the Luixts el vy wos £2,000 end the soloriis
of hig 7 Ddstrict Yecdn osounted to 15,110 (ra sveries wi
£155 ser nera), VY wgue, slthough Pids dnircte wes o

e riehk ¢g florin YNairete, yect it” exsendituie orn the
Jairts Court #nd the sel rie- of the Ligher native
rduindistr-otion officisnls were olmozt the some with the

af ilorin, ingsite of the fact that latter maintained z f-»

puwber of officicls then Dida Pmirrieq
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Wovaver, tha above ¢ laintions giveir for tae al-licl
t-¥ee > 1d in the Tida .wirete Lhen in [lorin end (b-dd

towns resecelwwely ere unten:ble, This 15 bec nse o0

1

exslenction thot »insg the highor taxes in Dida Eadr € to

whdga cost of the Y tive Adainistrition® wes freudvlent,
For tlhe huiesher Loxes »-1id were indicative of the extreac
form of orwesnion ~nd exsloit.tion into whicih the peoales
of Nida “mdrete, in oo rticulur, eud Jfipger proviace, in
genercl, were si'bjected siunce they vborad the brunt of the
algher vaxes,

sucl: wee the extent of the burden pl-eca waon tiz
reraontry in figer osrovince by coloniel tey-tion, Lo i
to confirn the erculi.rly ex-loitative n:ture of coiopi:l
toxstion on the nevales of Hager wroviare, the Residznt,
in his Aunuwal resort endin; 31st arch 1941, laadvertcutly
obgerved zs follows: -

whe oresewi burden <f toxetion..., must bs
conridered to ke foirly heovy., in ~ddition
to tize cairect counlribntion, tihere is the
enormous increage toc Lhie tax neyer in
indirect texation, Thnis must be felt hy e
pecsantry who now cerund nere ~nd nore on
wiyorted wereg, lie ic further lhendics mea
by tite very 1 r:e wncre.se in roilway
rotes, .. Tuds increcsc in -~adition to
mrking trovel by r-oel ~1laost prohibi--

tave excent to the wost wecalthny is reflected
in incregsed weice he heg to 2~y for his
innortad requirenerntg, #nd is reflected

in iavecse rovio in tie price, he receives
for liis proguce for exoort, zs tae firas,
in fixiang tue -urchsne Irice of »reduce
«1lov for “he inere. oo reilwey freisht
cacrges to the wort of ewbrrkotion which
the sroducer therefore horn Lo nay«lel
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Such woe Lty Lar'en Yo which roleaisl tox-taion
sunjecicd Lhe oo sanbry of Niger orovince. 1in aldition,
theds iipith wog furtirve? worcened by the incrccsins crsnag
of extortion by the Notive Authority officu-lzeviident? 7,
vith the blessing ol sone District ile. dr -nd _airs,

For ini:tiaze, il was reported in 1919 that the Juir of
Lao i'c osecercdited acesenyer with the »nolitical officer
were sertenced v twd ye-re imdrisomiaent, on two ch. ryco
of extort.on, Althwgh, the Pair himself wes fully v 1
of waal wen poing oit, e Jid nothinz to bring on end to Lie
n. etice 20, dnfret, e "usurlly shored an the spoils'.|‘t
pgoing, on 10k Moy, 150, the Tonm of Laned,
District Zde:d ni Culu Dictrict wes cunvicice by the

rovinedsl comrt for extortion =nd ge tenced Lu two ye is

o 4

imozasonaent, '“” Moresver, in the came ye'r, it s
b

revorbad Lt »oriics of Meosuglirre visiteld the Dioloicue
Leuezhl, Lpbolko, Sikpe snd Jims Doko elortin: 1 1ge sums
of money i1ruan the inhnbit. uts ot every vill ge in tl-=

Digtrict, flien lists of Tt~ 2mounc o1 iivestocl rid

&)

e

oxtorted, ~nc oy the actu:l cesh reveived by tiew wers
comoiles, it . mounted Lc o totel sun 07T L 471, for tic
Diguriet of Dpbeko, .4 £368.0810d4 for Lebozhd Disurict 17k

Ag if tosr o edse Ly vdicdes 're. d extortion of ihe

oGos:nery thot wes gZoipg on, 1L wes reported in 1004 t©+ Li-
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T er.uwe ol extortdor ood acrson tion i
very pravelent, £ omoa we:sring .. fez and
pr<lr of Lrousers - {2 . villioge tad
mhednee2 t ot he h s been cent Uy Lhe
adltomen, LDe @0y remein there for wontus
levying bl.ehmeil from the ignoront
u tivez, 4He will often 10t content
Wirgelf with densrnding horges, cattle, fowls
sad gredr. (sovetimes in lorge guantities)
oy the threats thot he will bring czgsinst
the »eonle gome gerious cl.orge, which (he
inforns tliem) will rcsult ia thelr
cxt-rminastion by the forces of iLnz
nrotectorate. . 125
Suzh wea the extent o1 colonisl exoloitstion ~nd
osnreouion tiet nerv.sed all nooks cad cosners of ldger
arovince Lo o woint wiiieh caused even jupa.¢ to ovenly
aduit thoet “puelr injustice zad oqoression lins been
unvititinzly done by cur force” ond advised that » Lieut
! unweveriliy, investicotion by vroverly troined olitic 1
sfficers, with good interoreters vas Llc only way of
e e el e AT GRS ;126
chieciring “tlese forue of oppression’,
It guet be ewshesised that qoart fros tie foct thot
colondel texation constituted o drain on tire »esamcntry oF
Hfiger arovince, thoe amonetirction of toxes 2lso hod ais -
trous ¢ nsequencag. For inntead of »-ying taneir dzzal:
or lend tix in 200 stuffs which tliey could e~=ily »rocure,
the Huse ' ud ot:er »Hecoles ol the cres now 1id this vibts
cas! w.icu they could hordly get., This eifectively dinsclved
the centrod groin reserves warch, in turs; made it slmoet
annossible for the feud-l loirus or tae feudsl st te to
fulfill their o2lig:tions of »nrovigiug fo?d for the

pergonts in times of needs, from thie centrzl groin reserves,



.
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To n:ke woitors wlret, .doni -l toxation; wilike the
arecelonasl tox tiom [Tae 'zophz), Jdid not in any wey L-
iato secovnt the copditions of thke crows in the ~nressicit
the »woevle, TFor the 2068 nort it weo fixeo opd the rotens
srogresnively incicosed regorvdless of viether ther. w
rougnt O cestrucilon of croos by locvniy, The reosull

wee tuial clie prsirg JLored in the 2.0

[

(0 gronailes ot vl
uouse hold level =lso discoiceried, For inebeace, we o
eerlicr neted th t ~ftexr the hervert oY crows, it waz Lue
duty of the hecd of the “foho houselold to Jdivice the
oroducts of the hrrvest anto Hriority allocations such oo
for tihce folloving ye~re dleating, for thit necded for
snbsistance in the new growing season, ~nd then, for tic
conesw: wtion pecdis of the frmily which loft surslug grains
siored in ef ke gi norvier to be uced during nersods of
grriculiare 1:ilure,

However, tue exiloit:tive nature oi coloni»l t. xzti.n.,
acide 3t daworossille for th: femily heod to fulfil the oo
olig-tionn. Tlhls wes bDoceacsy, WOt of the energrer ol Lh

uousz Lold mrovn. woe now daverted Ltowerds tue culily.uion

L

Y
.

ceail erona . thney tian food croou in o:der Lo be . 2L Lo

L]

ac ¥ the colonisl L. wus, Qi Detenst, tue colondsl taz Sidn
W. 8 clweyws dasressing, it woeont thel enci: giako lLouzcholl
groun regoonded by cuitivoting more cash 2rone «ad thus,
roaduecing drostically, Lhe farm orec undse fooad cultivetion,
Tae coeselt vios thet there woes no longer suralug grein

avoduced to ve set alde for tie succeeding yeor's olanting
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O Ui £ ueedil for subeiy: ree in tiie folloving »rowis,
Ste 2011 20y AN powc cages; wver far the consw.astiop n
of nmeibers oi the »f:kc hounehvld groudm, MiILedver,
be comag there w~g no surnlun gredn nroduces, the houweaal.
hecds i not hhwve enough grains Lo gtor: in the nousze.cld
groneries to be usca Quring deriods o0& rgriculturel
feilure, #ue nst result of 211 these, was tict the
inhzvit.onte of “'ier orovince, were further exnosed Lo i
tureat oi fruine, o~ situveiion, which as we shell see boliow,
wes worsenaed by the transioraction of the nre-existing 1-a7

teuy,e syscem by Britisi coloniilism,

rS

5.2.6  Phe Jrousiopgctdel Of The Pre-oX.gting
Land, Tenure Svstey:

toeret froi ¢olonici taxetiszn wiiich tronafoiried tla
nre-coloniel sycten of Loxction thereby laying the fourds.-
ticn for foaines in lliger )rovince, the colorirl lind
policies also tornaforred the 1 raely comuncl indigencu.s
lend tenuvce gyetem into .. more orecorious type brsed on
privete ownershis, & ve obsuxved enrlier, tlic issue
lond in ~ny society »l.ya o crucicl role, cince every
econonic cctivity wos rolaoted to lend, Taus, the result
iz that the ovmershi) or non-owvnersids of land in any
socrely, cculd mesn o lot in terms of nrodaction,
egoccii-lly in the crea of [oo.,

‘& we hive eerlier shown in chapter (I, lond emong
the commnunities of iligsr wrovince in srecoloanlal times woz

loargely coumunclly owned, bet Leld in trust by the chief,
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Sirilerly, we . lso nointe? nt thot two categories of 2.
cxisved; these were tae vi' . 2c l-nd end femdily lond,

The f-mily lead, we will rececll, wes tekelw cure 2i
end shered anong the acubvers .f = family by tae Lheadl,

Thus, ~ny occalt neober of tie fanmily could regrest for

lend frow the herd, Jut if tuls coulld rot be sotisfred,

lie w.B okliifged to smoroncii the chicf of the vill-ge; wio
woula orovide i witin extra lond from tihc »ool of the
wnase .. villo je lande, Such wes the oxtent of eusy

aceees to 1 nd by every member of a vill.oge, that even - oo
arprivel or gottler, counld gien)ly get 1-nd on request from
the vill g chief,

Hovover, Zritish: colondalisn trousformed talis Jree
existing syetan 01 1ond tenure, 7Tor zlthough Bratisn
inverizligs Jid not esdorooriate tie l.nd that belonzgec i
the »ecuontiry of Nigee »rovince, yet, i1t nevertheloss
decl-red £11 l.nd -8 Crowm »roserty which in effect Lo e

oretext for tie alicnation of land, 7Thus, viti Che

bepinning of Tritlsl coloni~l rule, the deaand for lan: 19
sach nublic works, 1lik: r-ilw-ys, ro,ds .and uining activi-
tice increcsed, TFor instsnce, tiue Bero-¥.no railwany, which
poesed thiowslh the =ver wen constructed by toking over tle
lend €Lt belonzerd te the uﬂ(nrntry.iﬁ7 Siail~rly, in

cvecs 0f extensive ainiug, vaocecislly tint of gold in  fbujs
the wlory w o the L conzenuences of ell these

war that tho celonial ~uthoritles . toolr over the l.nd

thet belongsd to the »mecasntiry of the o2re;,



seeording “o ou infora b, 7 8 o rasult of Hravisi
Loatw elieles, it beciwpe Lhe core tThoet the colonicl
coverament Ireguently Jewcnded for lend, for roilway, ru- <
songtruction, coaservuatiol of .fFiurel roesourcesn, and f
mining, ctivities, For the letter, mining lecazs were
reented te th~ foreign firus to ecerry oubt wining, ore-
over, since 211 1lrad was decli rad Crowm Leind, it recnt
thot the village ne linger excrciged rbsoclute control over

any l-ouwd ond, thas, i€ viilere chiefs uvere, for all

Lauvease nd nurnozes, sirdi. med of thelr roles =5 the trustees

of tie vill ge 1lcouds, i inforumont recolleca tiv-t uncer 1

coloni-1 «isisene iion, any wcaber of the vill ge wito noriao
iond to v g ¢exnecied to pomly for it from ithie colopic l
outhorities, fter vlich he wes given certificote of
DCCU NLY. 7 He Cohen eficctively suaa rised tle
Lawlicetivne ol c¢olonizl lond -lien: tion when be obserdd
) = P A

it er:sed the religicus ovortones of land

ovinzroels, degtroying the pge oll concentuicn

of the lend :s divine prorerty,.. tue old

comunal system of 1l-n¢ cvasrshin was

rzoldly broken down ~n: the pliencoticu, - 1le
nd wortza, ¢ oi -lots comuuuced, )

My znforacairs 15: sinil: rly tol) me thet another rosult
of the DNratish 1 n. o0licres waich g-ve birth to the
norirage of Hlote; wos thet the gizes of the londs which
the vill rers Lathiert, owned! dirdnished brcarze of tle
ersistence dedcads ¢nd selzures of their len?s by the

coloni-1 Covernwe;:t for r-ilvey, 70 as cousiruction,
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souservetion of arturs 1 regources, ~and for sinding cotivicise,
Pee inetence, Poble 703 belowv shows the omount of Lond

coveied by winiag lewses, > way ~1nd forest ressrves i

Tiger ovovinc: 2n the Herdlod 1900 - 19495,

Peile 3.3

- b e P —

o - i L e ~

pmount of lend Totol lend{ores

>overed (in of dmer lpnd devoved Yo
s L im ) . drovinca maning, fovent;
{in og. @) reaCrven,
rodlwry, in
relotion Lo
tobed Lond a4

Sl Trovin e

P T ot RN S ——— -

Fining leoses (3
gallwey 1,047

orest reserves 2,3%,0307

oLal 25,007 65,511,002 Liy 50 percont

P NP ST T S LA R DY TRE e ey
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Jource: IR, Minwwof 616 Forewstry bDevelowirent -nd

peaerves; MY, winnrof, sizole list of
ropers redovea frowm provincicl office Minue,
Yol, I, I1 «nd 11T, dealing with mining
lesses; MK, Winorof, ¥.1563%, vol, IIL,

» Provivneisl canusl Lwenort, 194,
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Ag Teble 3.3 clo-rly taows, tle cmount ol l.nd covruiid
Ly Adpipc lo;ces in thoe »erind beltween 190C and 1 M4,
615 sguare kilcactres, It wis 1,437 scu.re kiloaseiras
devotod to railwey constructica and 23,037 sau-re Lilouetres
to foresc 2cserves, These anouated teo ¢ total of »bout
27,007 sourre kilometres of lend,of the 6%,211,00 squc
ilometres of 1 nd coveres by the cent.re liger wrovince,
Tuneg, clic nercewtege cf the laud devoted to wining leases
reilwny ond forest reverves in relsiion te ithe total l:-ad
srea ol iger Province, swouvnted to 44,60 nercent, This
menol tlict 48,60 nerc<nt of the eutire lind of ¥iger »rorirnce
w2 devoted Lo ; etivitics that h & nothing to o wit!l
cpricniliare, Talc figure f-ils to toke accountc of 1.0
wavertsd to other oublic works like road construction,
Jurosesk regt houses e.t.c, Thic danliel that the puonnt 27
laad diverted to non ~sricultural cctivition v defin tlalr
higher thon 44,00 9ercent, Thus, with the zuount of
vgrrcultoral lond ot their disvosal heving Jdwincdled, . nd
aleo having beey letl te f2r3 on noor agu.olity lends, the
size of 1.oma holdings vrought into -araculiure inveriebly
Aecireased, S50 #1lgo wes the foct the crop ylelds drasticilly
bepra to draq.‘Ei Therefoure; 1t wvas not sursrising thet with
inadequite £o04, the 2ecqles of Niger wnrovince becoue
Vulneravle to food short: pce ~1d farines during whiclh nelicl,
the foundreion of the coloni 'L economy wns leid, This, o5

ve heve alresdy shovm, gove rise to food siort.pges .ond



fazinee in Lae yeors 1530%, 03 aud 1921 respzeliively,
However, «& we shall zee an " ..: next chapter, the
Dritish nolicies with regoris to slavery nd the
intro.uceion oi iosced L. bour, Jrrther ex.osed the pecolc

of ®iger “rovince to fouaines o ud iwpoveriesiwent,
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CHAPTER #OUR -

M OVERLSID R
4o 1UPRODUC L OK

In chaoter tirec, we rdeuaonstirated, amongst others,
thet the concuest of Figer »rovince by Lritish hed negiive
conseguenceg on the food situation in the area, For
becides the destructive wirrs of colonial cbnquczt itself,
policies were iuanedintely initisted which radically weciconed
sone of the are~colonicl mecliicuisns for coabeoting fruwines,
PTogether witlh the introcduction of w»nourd sterling, taxsiion
anG the w¢lienstion of the land thot belonged to the pe.sante
¢8 we Jdemonstrated in tine last chonter, other nolicies
vere »ursucd by the Lritish which collectively 1:id fouird.-
tion for subsequent faiines and peasant impovericihaeat ir
ipger wmrovince,

In this chapter, tiherefore, vwe shcll exeaxince the furtiicr
diglocetion of the »nre-coldnicl indigenous pechonisue
cfrinst foanmine: in Tirer oroviace by Dritish Coloaniolisn,
This, as would b~ shown, were done tliocugh such coloninl
nolicies and »nrectices likie the abolition of slavery, the
introduction of forced lobour «nd tlec delibercrte destiruction
of sunplementory cccounowmic pursvitc wnich hed ccted os
trodition: 1 wechienisms cg: inst foumines in the zrea., The
total of effect of these new »Holicies cnd wivctices, in

sdacition to the earlier nolicies discussed, resulied in
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necgant ilunoverishaent ard nass ppverty in the orovince,

42 i AUOLIZION OF SLEVERY A:D LT CDNUTION OF

-

FO_CiD LALIUI

hoiul  Shg Abolitlon OF 51 very

fe  wve wnointed out before, Uritish cclonisl »nolicios
in relation to the introduction of nound storling, t-oxoui o r,
218 the ~lienation of vessant lands ensured the diversicn of
labour cuey from food sroduction tc the ~roduction of ¢ sk

woliziem

5

crops and to the nincs fields, ilowever, when these
foiled to crecte enoush oy the cesh crons needed and the
labonr required in minesficlde, the generasl tenweacy wos o
resort to foread labzur, It wes in pursuit of this that tiue
2ritieh colonial Government instituted a poliecy “abolishin: "
slevery for the eso-cclled “humenitarian” recson but to
reintrodice it through the back-door as forces latour,

The farst altteant to gholish slevery weg o7texr the
vido-Ilorin Cempaign of 1847, when the Royel Wizer Commenv
issued a lecrec agoinst tie legal status of slovery anud
provided a !Jome cclled tue \ictoria settlecent nenr Lokoje
for some +“Li:.eratea® Sl.v--ras,1 Howcveir, nerther the decreo,
nor the mo--called philrnthronic aotive Zehind the ~ciinr Was
effective, Whis woo bococuse, the Gecrse itself uniget the
arevoiling socio--economic systam by freeing sleves, who vcwoe
imvcortsnt to egriculturrsl wroduction &nd who h:od no lond
of their ovm to wor: on, This resulted in famine to be

< ¢ . ., a, ) - :
followed by uprisings in Lenei avd /gie, in 1593, which
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were 3uzHrzaget by tihe nevly formed Yest AMioice Frontier
5

Fo.ce.”

however, ..fter the ocer'noiion of NMirer wrovince, the
Arivich coloni~l ruthoritaez, a de » frush atteapt to
abolish sl:-very sirce it w:- =~ 1zjor excuse nut forw rd
Oy tugerd and others ©r the Dritish coauest.of Northern
Niceidia in gener-l a:il Wiger province in > rticuler,
Therefore, on t.ie 1ot of naril 1701, Lugerd iscued o
areocl @ation on gl very which avolished the leg-l stotus of
slivery., It wea further made ¢ crivinal offence under
n-tive low ond custon for » run--awny slave to retuarn Lo
big mester, Sinmilurly, the oscouisition o~nd dieposcl of
sl:oves become criaanel offences, This wroclaanniion (lco
stoted that all children ~fter 1st Janusry 1900 were free.”

put »no gooncr wie thi:s a~de, then it wes subjectcd to
11 sorts of criticisns.” it w8, fOor instonce, feurec tiit
conislete pclitior could lend to o disrustion of the entirc
sucinl system which would, invariobly, leatd to rebellion,
Thia, it vor argued, wes becruse most of the communities
exicied on a subrisvence ecomnay witi huge surolus lond,
wmat watlr lizmited labour, oad, tacrefore, the nenbers of the
»ulin, cligses chtsined lobour ncinly vy -com nilsiont,
‘s o result of thest, tue iastatution of sl:ivery wes part
sad marcel of the ecounuvidien~ of the comaunities end to
broug it Lo an end chruntly, would merr o disruption of

the entire socizl znd ecaonomic gyster,



It wes furilher crzgued thet most of tlic gl ves had lost their
sAith ond Yin ond thet, withoue 1 nd of their own, tlesge
ex-gleves would starve to denth, Moreover, it was further
allened tbrl the slaver vere generslly well treantec by
their neetars, to the cxtent ths? gome of then actually
occunied some imncrtont wositions in their resHective
comimunities, Thus, =ucii sloves, the argument weni, woul!d
not wont to be free.5

It was beceuse of these criticisms ~ad observations,
thet & new »roclonation wos 2nocted, in 1904.6 Unlike tiie
orocl mztion of 1901, the nrocl-uction of 1904, declared
thrt tiie institvcion of sl-very was aot cwolished and tizt
the ownersiiln of slioves wes not prohibited, Thus, there
world be no interference with domestic sl.very, ‘lioreover,
nzative couite were exrected to contirue settling disputcc,
bctveen the sl ves and their uisterc cs wes the nroctice
bofore oritish cccupation, 1In this connectiion, the 1924
arocl-motaon, unlike the nrevious one, cnoowered the Nativoe
Cou:ts to suwiion ¢ runcway slave to show cevse why he or 8w
ren cwey vitiwut weying hic or her redeunwtion fees, 1le
tUeitive Courts, wers olsc given nowers Lo ernjorce the
cuthority of the wcsters ovser those slives wi.d refune ¢l »oxl

Thua, with these new develoo~uenie, every effoirt woe
pade by the Sritiei colonicl suthorities ond thelir Afracin
agents to »ut the new proclanetion into effect, For
insience, on the 10th Merch 1902, the Ymir of Bide issued

an Bailect against the gnle of alaves.7 In other districis
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of .icer vrovince, Districy Heads begon to indti te mouonpe
2lsc in supnort of Th  proclematicn, To crowm Lo cll,
& freecd sl.yves Home wes opened 12 Zvugeru on the 1st of
Jenu.ry, 104 to look after tlea Welfare of “Lioerated”
sl&ve.s

'‘the rveruli of 01l thes: waw thsl meny sloves aciually
regeined their frecdon through the netive -nd provincirl
courts, Thic ir confiraed by both the colonial aourcen}

end by ny informants.lu

For instruce, between 1005 =ud
1714, Lhere wes ¢ Mopressive incre.se in tlic number of
gleves that regceined their freedon througii both the natrre
cird arovwncisrl courts, In 1305, tlas wvas only 37 but Ly

1911, 1t rose to 160 #ro ther to 176 in 1213, Tow-rds tlu

= |

F

¢a2d of 1214, the fijure had reached 543, ~ It nusi, rowcvey,
pe suphasised th-t these figures did not in ony wry tole
cere of Tiose sl ves wue simoly ceserted tlieir w.sicres
witzhout going to the n.tive or srovanci l cm.l'."r.s.l'-j v
cecurate fipures exist for tuese desexiers dut there is
indicztion tiwet they rmere cuite snbstouticl cad aanbirad an

i
1]

thousance, Tiis trend, tlhey furtiier c¢l-iamed, contineud

into the 12C4e,

But the full dio)plications of th: =lovery legisletiocn
«né¢ it'e consecvinces can only be full, g...cowd wien it is
re lised tast to the veonlc of this areu, taeair relision
a1d custon scnctioned the ovnersiin  -nd scquisition of
el:ves, 7ven wore, as we have o.rli2» denonsircied, a

gigniiicent »ort of the lobour for the cgriculiurzl arovrciilo.
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was nrovided by sleves, Thus, the farns owted by wembers
of the ruling claszsee, boili at the level of tlis stete end
the iandividual, vere woricd by sloves, For instonce, on tho
royal ectotes in the Mfune r~rea, were to be found omell
hemlets, celled IREOZI, where raoyal cloves were settled,
They were expected Lo wrovicde the lsbeour io2r working the
lend 2nd generslly were in cherge of the Crone., Similerly,
there were the lipgae, loestid witln o radius of gix tc
seven wilec Of the lrrge towns and foun.led mcinly by tle big
land lords who settlcd tlheir gl-ves on tiue lond for nurposes
of agriculturc, The imnsortance of the tungrs worked u-’‘uly
by £leve leobour in -~griculture roduction in our crea is
vivialy brought out by one cuthior wao observed thet:

The Iungczd (-lurel) »rovided the foocd and

the fodder which suetained the lorpge and

often up-procuctive pomul:stion of the

caoitel - It's rulers, courtiers, their

serveits end slaves, the middlemon zad tae

long distence tresders -3 well 28 the

slzerble srivste ernies of noble...15

Thus, it is ~nite 3lear thaot for Lhe tupgazi to

continue their trodition~l role of »rodacing enough foo!
for the »ecnle, sleve lebour woas lmoortont énd therefors
maintoined, There, wvhea tihe British colonisl ~utlhord ies
cbolisheld slevery zud set sl-ves free, thais h-d tue
iumedinte effect of upsetting Ltuie »Hre--existing noLid-etonoiie
systen, Dy setting the sl-ves free, the faras thoi belon; ¢d
to t.ie ruling closses and the ntote were clso denied tuelr

labour, Without sl.ve labour, a zrecier nroportion of

their ferms remeined uncultiv-ted snd the yinlds from snca
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feros were dresticnlly low, Sinco there weie nc norae
sloves, tihe imdorionce 28 the g0zd ~nd Tuprazid for ~rovigins
uc food reeded by the receant -nd poor closs, was NOGYW
drestically diminishiod, 48 e matter of fioct, they besgrn to
decline ~nd ultimetely disewneered sltogether,

’he cumulative concequence of 211 these was thot the
peonles of thz »oor closs of Mirer srovince were exnoscd
even mors t¢c the threats of fruines, TFor as we »ointed out
eorlior, wher tie Doyzl Viger Comoeny, in 1697, issued ¢
decree ag.ingt the legal nistus of slavery, ¢ conig@oor ry
obeerver noted thet -driven to¢ desyer-tion by the threat of
fenine due to tae exofuz of tuc labiuriig cl-uses, o risiag
(of the voor class) took pl ce in Lon i and Apcied, which
w. & only sumressed wien Lle newly formed Wesi ‘fricz
Fronticr Force 1ntervenad.17 Sinilerly, with the glovery
aroclonacition of 1,04, mewbers of the slove lsbouring
closces cusconeed rroa their urstere waich resultesd ia
re orted fouines in Pide cud Kont-eworn rcswectively.lc
Duriag the fouine rmeriod, mzny »neodnle of Lhe2 acor closs
were 8z1¢ to hzve dired (nd were forced to sell tieir
children while othicis mimnly mrgreted,

Our .nformeats tcld us thi't &8 the yeirs w»rogressed
increesing runber of sl ves were cusconding from their
m. sters, Thie was [olloved by incessant coses of fanines
covering tie entire Niger urovince, egoccizlly, areas like
Laori, Agaye, iide, ront-sore, Prniko s/nd ihuje w.ere slave

lehiour wes very important, These oress exoerienced =sorious
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shiort £211 in food »rodection end femines in 2308.“0

o §

A
sinil:r gitestionOveur=aiin 1913 ~ud even in 1222 whica
arzed the Seginning of the tiird decode of Dritish coloni-l
rule in our :re:c of sludy, ALccording to our iniorments, the
rcioctione of most of the veosle to the fari-eg took the
forn of wi, r:tion, cale of cuildrexn and peonie yere forced
to ect all ports of lerves rnd roots whicu were »irevicusly
not eaten in c¢ider to susvive, Tebt acny of then nevertheless
died,

fioveves, 1nsite of the f.et Clen it wee owlious ta:t
the iritish colorpicl -~elicy 2f nbolishing si-~very cre. t=d
» neg~tive inp-ct in thr fora of serious food shwrienses il
fosines, wiaich led to m-ny Jeethes. the ¢oloni.? <uthir ' blies
continued to oursue tle »olicy even —-ore vigorcasly onc
worgencd it by thic introduction or forced irbour to whico

we now turn cttention.

L.2.2 [The Jatrediction Of Foyced Lohowr

As clluded Lo (bove, the active force vehind the
abolition of the leg-li st.cus’ of slevery woe nollin: otlher
bon the desire by the mrivish {oloanial Governaent e rele..ce
labour from its pre-coloni ) reie nd functaion, s0 25 to
cugaent coioni:l dem. ¢ for lobour in ti. uinee, road
consiyuctions, I ilways, #nd Dmadreds of other coloni-l
projects, However, the w-ia colovial arojacx for -alch
force¢ 1 -bour wes messively recruited rad which haed o »rofound
Lacact, even ot the vorly stegee of Lritiech rule in Miger

arovince, wirs the reilway counctruction 7 the Legoz Ixtonrion;
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Ropo-iisno «nd t.e Fy=cern Z.alis g, 4L seudndary coloni 1
sceivity Tor vhica forced labour yar recsruiied ver the
tin =laaing incustry of the Jorn "liotenu,

wae gon prinction of the Jiof-lutention, Jaro-ng
2Rl cqatern L ilweve: 1907 .- 12727

refore 1.»,, tie “ratish vere . 1re. ¢évy - .- G

3. x Y. suys ww G e e - . e S WS

Migerio, Lt i~ cle + th't ecoroaic, mtaiuts Live ond
“hun udt. : iqone rguoents vere dvarced for the Mritlich
construction of reilrays in ccloni 1 Wiserdi , ut thewue
re-sons hove hoon ellectively exnoscad in sever 1 ;vwd“:w"
oir tite imwsct of Vritira coloni liem on voriou. Hirerion
communitics Lo merit re-etition ners, Mt ruifice to .y
th t the wobtive force behind the “iritich comectbructiion of
reilvoyn an © izerd:s dering the coloni-l »nzidod v for
economic cxsloxit tion., For whe builcing of rdlvrye
cici-ted by tihe collaction of exhort commodities, “huc,
in lgoris, tae o no-oowns oilcy dine v Peilt to

f cilit te the collection of coiton, groundmuts .ud cocorn
for exsort . ad the knugw .. -0yt i reourt lipe v. . bu.ll
to uzarve tie 0ll - nclu €2 de. ver# Thrt h d no c-sh
weire not liukec¢ by »rilrey. Yaerciore, the re.d rec:ou
fo. tae Iritis: construction of r il oys in coloninl
Migeri: s 0 facilitite cconomic exilodt-tior., It wis
becar:.e 01 tuls thet the spitish beg.n the conetruciion
of o¢ulvys in rizeric, In X vcu 10635, vaicu, by 1900
h.:d ve ¢aed Ih=<crn .n@d@ Ar-t2r Ilorin in the “oicJ.'z

10" ever, Athough j.-10s Vv & KOow linlied by r. il' .y 'ith
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the Jorth, Lord Lugerd, in his /nnual reort of 1:00, bLesen
to argue for the ir®:diate necessity for ¢ reilway line
from the “iger banke to X=no rsther for connection vith
Lagos, On the cdventages to be derived i{rom it, Lugard
clalmed th:t it would grestly promote the deveo-ment of
trcde; ecse the conveysnce of the uroduce from the interior
dowvn to tlhe coast; 2nd facilitate communication and rajyid
transooris-tion of troope and sunplies,

In his annusl reosort of 1202, therefore, Lugard drew
the attention of the Fritish colonial office to the ilumediste
need for 2 reilway to renlace tue humsn ortevsge 25 & me:ns
of communicction into the interior vhich wes nol only coatly,
but unsatisf,-ctory., After come inve;tlgation,:h the British
Government ordered the construction of » line from Earo on
the Miger tc kenc end secondly, the Lagos Yytension to linl
tre }t‘os.-mer."5 The construction of both covernd the periosd
1407 to 1912, [lowever, thie wos immecdiately followed by the
construction of the TNartern reilvey from 1913 to 192?.?6

Having discussed the motives behind tie constructilion
of the reilwaye, in which the peoples of Wiger nrovince wcre
actively involved, it becomes necess ry for us to examine
how labour wss crgsnised end how it ultimately affected food
production, In this regerd, it must be stated from the on
set that the dominent vOrm of lsbour wrs whalt has come to be
‘mown a8 forced lobour, which the colonializts disguised
with the term "political labour#, szand which, nevertheless,

coniradictsd Tord Lugard's assertion that the use of forced
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l:bour w:r forel:n to Bratish colonislism, In this
regerd, -8 would be demonsirated later, thoussnds of
peovle from Higer province were recruited ~e forced
lzbourers aot only on the rocds, minew, but, more
iumnort. . ntly, on the Leros-Iixtension; E-ro-¥ no .nd on the
Erstern Reilw:-ys., In the cese of the Jostern reilvaye,
Niger province wee goecifically reguested to suroly
l.bour to build it's he Agu-riter at Kedune.

Jjost oi the l-.bour reguired for carrying out the
rcilucy arojects wes orgrnlsed by tue vill-oge Heads.:?
One of my infOTmurtsya still recells, vita vivaidnesr,
how some of the Vill, e Jiezds in iger province, oilg.nised
forced 1. lour. ‘ccording to him, vhenever tue District
Officerz necded l-Lour, they inforued the Villsge ie.ds
in the arez concerned, Tne Vill:ge Heo Js, in turn, ordered
their -subjects - to aseemble for . meeting., It wes curing
sucli mectings th. t ¢+ full ex l.on-tion of the demcnds oi
the colonizl District Officers were trznsnitted - well
sg act@ing concrete ~rr-ngements to commence work,

Moreover, in on attempt to ensure the full »nartici -
tion of ~ll and sundry, the Villrge He.d ustelly anstiiled
fe.rs into the mince of thedir subjects by thre-teming
thoat 1f their villr-ge re 'used to sunoly the 1labour
dexn - nd, the whitemsn vould comne to teke cuway taeir lend
and ferms, burn their villrges or even increcsed their
toxss8, bUec.use of thege threats, it was not unusurl to

finc meetings summoned for forced l.bour in full
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attendrnce lthough ¢ few of tlhem who re:lised the
bogucness 01 guch tire.ts declined to turn u) for the
meetings,

A1l those who were forcibly selected by their Villsg

hexds to workk on the wmrcject= must zrrive atithe bose
camn not loter than the drte #nd time specified by the
District Oflicer.ag At the “rrce cemp itgelf, workers werc
not given the ooportunity of having even » little rest
even . fter the long journeys from tieir re: »ective villagen
Inste.d, they were ordered, immedictely on ~rriv.1i, to con-
struct their hveis, On their first nernings in the ¢ mns,
these vill~gors vicre ordered out of their beds ¢ eirly ¢s8

65,00/ to be shown the vork wkhich they were exoected to
carry out.BU Thence forwerd, it becrme the responsibility
of e~ch Vill ‘ge lierd to org.nise th~ vorkers in their rroun
to werform the work alrerdy ¢csigned which, regcordlees of
the degree of tiic heat of the sun or tre r-ins, they I d to
work on, l!loreover, in orcer to ensure th t-the vorkers
carriec¢ out the worlk cusigned to thew wvith disnatch, the
colonialist over-geers vent round every »roject sitrn
carrying wiin to comnell the l-dbourers work h-rder. In
gdéition to this form of o' =wressim into whichk the yorkerse
were subjected, they were not nllowed any bre i from wori,
‘“he tyres of toolaz which were piven to the workers

included aiggers, shovels =ua he d-nz N8y, wWaLTEC S,



workuen also brought their own im-nlements like cutlzz ec,
hoes, verscls e.t.c, Usually, the duration of work deyn
cxrected of every villege vork grou> was snecified by ihe
Pistrict Olficer, !fter this wes met, the grouirs were
rolersed to be reol.ced by other grouns, Uefore they wers
relessed, they were :id their woges waich, according tc =an
:i.nfc-rr:w.n’i;,:'"l V. 5 very meagre, In conir-ngt, the lLesdmen

or snervizors yere ueid tvice the smount which the workers
receivec, Such were the iterrible conditions of wori in the
reilusy construction sites, & situ:tion vhich w. & not
diguinmil-ry from what obtzined ot the tin m-ning industry

of tre Jor lcteau vhere forced laobour wis ~1so wassively

recruited,

Forced Lobour On The 2l tecu Tin Mines

£ sccondary colonirl osctivity for which forced lovour
was recruited wes tin mining industry of the Jos Plsteou,
The wmethod of recruiting l:-bour for the »letep¥ tin mianes
wes besic lly simili » to whet obtoined during the period
of the mobilisstion or forced lzbour for the construction
of the reilveys in liner osrovince, =Z2re, the Pmire, Chiefs
~hd Vill. e decds nloyed the usu: 1l coercive rolec Lo ensure
the -dequote sunnly of a ad rotention of lsbour on tae
17tesu tan minns.j? Agoiw, lilkke wii 't obtnrined ¢t the
railvay conctraction sites, l-bour on the tin minee wos
aroc=ly ~uzylaltea with the majority of lebourers until the

desrecesion (1329-31) receiving weekly wiuges =8 low s 656d
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ser ~dult Lohourer,”” This wes o situction voresned by
the ¢oprlling conditions of tne mines, with the recsult
thot meny of thew suffered from such deadly discasges lile
suall -n0x, jeundice, guinea orm ~nd pneumOnia.Bh Suchi vere
the territle conditions of l:sbour on the mines and railw:y
construction sitec ia Pigeries, in genernl, and Niger »rovince
in v rticulyr,

Incdaed so terribl. .ere tne conditions of work ond life
of forczd¢ 1l.-bour thet :ome Christicn mission - rie:z in 1"irer
nirovince founc it nocesa ry to cry out g inst these

treatment of forced

0
()
.
<
w

gxtrenmcly toriuous .nd 0:37re
lobourere,
Firet of .11, in 1500,7° one keverend J.D. Adtlen,
who vos the Miserintendent of thae hokw: Motrict “ortiern
Miferia ‘ission wrote mony letters to the :lenideunt L. red
ot Dido, in theic letters, he condemned the uarope n
suservizove .. the Lfricsn lebour recrviters foX extortion
nd ox21oitsticn of the l-bourers on the Lagos >xtension
which a-5ced through tie Uistrict in wiich he wes stetioned,
Other revesiing ch rges wmode by .levereird Alitken -~gcinst
the Luroresn sunervisors included reouests fow virgins to
ve =zuonlied to them , L t fowls had been reguisitioned
#nd not pead for:, ..ad that -h-rsh znd unjust treatment
w e beiny metec out to the chiefs in connection with the
srovision of lebour for thi r:il“s'“.ﬁﬁ
iiouever, ot : meeting of the l.oc-l .gecuiive Commiiiece

of tihe Chwreh Miscion ry sSocicty at lokojr, tue leverenc
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To further confirm the gllesation of extortion of
workers mrde by '.cverend fitken, one M¢llem Isagi, an
agent of the Nelkorji who wies in charge of recruiting
labour in the vill-ge of 'agbe, "took six pounds from onc
gaeng of labourers ns they returned home~.bo Enother
agont of the Pasorji (title holder of tlie towm of Etsu
Geie) “owned to h ving tosen various orecents  ad gowns

) L
from severcl Yeti vill.ges'.“

Agein s~nother recruiting
~#eat of the Zenu, one iizllem Ibr him, confessed that
ne extorted 1. shillings from a “Sete villane.4a

All the bove nllez tions of extortion, onnression
+nd A riune by the Puroosesn noliticsl officers ~né their
Mricep :gents were also confirmed by 11 my iaformantco,
in the course of my field vork.*’ whey clcimed th ot Lhe. o
nrretices were widew read znd Tery common throughout wost
of the colonizl neriod,

Arert from the documented rotest by the ’everend
fitken, vhich no doubt throwe =ome light on the oppression
of ffrican lobour ou tae railway orojects, there wes another
instence of documenti.ry wrotest Dy the well - knowvn !iishon
Tug.ell, 4% the Reprcsentotive of the Church Missionery
Society in iiigerins, "ugwellt's orote:t was over the
conditions of the emoloyment ond treatment of 1:bour genge
at “aro., Tishon Yugvell, who vigited Earo in 1907,
comil-ired to lir., #llace, the zcting Covernor oi lie

arotecteraic of Yorthern Hireris, rbout the ill-treotment



of 2friccn worlkers by their Furonesn overseers and
Africon foremen, He spe.ificelly documented four serious
&1legations.u5

Firstly, thot from investigctions which he hed c. rried
out, he Jiscovered thnf most of the labourers did not
volunteer their serviees on the railw:y, but were forced
by the locel Chiefs to render their services, S5econdly,
th.t although the labourers wer normelly »oid six pence
& diyy; they did not-.ctur-lly receive the amount since,

a lerge pert of thelr earning went té the men, who
forcibly recruited trem to work on the railw.y,

Thirdly, Bishop Tugwzll a2lledged thet the l-bourers
were exjrected to work on the railwey for eight or nine
hours a2t o stretch under condition which were »ositively
revoliing, Furthermore, he ~rlleged thet -~fter rein, the
labourers were called to cerry rails weighing one third
of A~ ton through mud ond slush over the men's cncles, =
ileny of the lsbourers ere therefore injurec and some very
seriously -nd throt, to the best of his knowledged, nonc
of those who vere injured received -ny compensations,
Moreover he mi de tie startling revel:stion thet lebourers
vorked in gongs from 6o.m till 3p.m with one hour's rest
end irom 3p,m, till midnight without ~ny restl

Pourtiily, Tugwell, ~lledged that -ithough workers wiis
gustained injuries were not r-id com»enestion, it wes aleo

true tluot " hile carryins.... he:svy lozds, if & men slacks
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or sliis, he is most cruelly besten by thoce who are a1is
overseers,..” vhilst if a man escanes from Brro aad runs
to hies vill:ge, he is sent bock by his overlord possibly
sfter further be:-ting. Tugwell concluded his »nroteut by
seying thet it wee diff cult to distinguish such & sysiem
(i,e the condition to which the lzabourers were subjected)
from slavery .nd that, as one looked on the scene, one
questioned wheiher any sl-ves in the deye which are psssed
encdured h-rder conditions and that the ncutives spezle of
these men ¢s the ‘'White men's slave’,

Pishon Tugwell, clzimed thot he was not zccusing
anyone of the melpractices, but,c:hat all he wanted
Goverrnr '/~llace to do was to investigate his zllegations
snd to iamprove the conditions of the lsbourers vor'ting
on the rrilway. Although Governor '/z1l:rce initiplly denle
‘the zllegetions, he nevertheless ordered an enquiry to be
held 2t baro, Some of the witnesses were Mr. Laglesonc,
the Director of Railways, Northern Nigeria; Mr. Higgins,
surveyor of works; Mr. Grahem, the Paymester; Lr, Taylor,
the Aseist-nt Accountant; Dr, Chertres; the senior
mecdicsl officer; znd Cavwtain Osborne, tihe District
Superintendent of noliée. Some :fricans, “including the
son of the mir of Le»~i; Cousin of the imir of igaye;
znd the son of the Yerima of Dida, nlco testified,

As a result of the inquiry, Mr. Taglesome confirmed

sore of the allieg~tions of Bishoy Tugwell against the



rotcctorste idministrstion, ¥For examnle, Mr. Poglecone
stmitted that, zometime in 1900, some Purovsecn Foremen
from gsouth Africe :nd even gome of  fricans were found
guilty of illtre~ting the 1 bourers., Mr, Erglesome ~lso
~dmitted thit he did cismise ¢ South ~Africcn foremsn for
nlledgealy be-ting labourers under him,

Moreover, the revort of lQesident Goldsmith of MNiger
rovince elso went - long way to confirm meny of RPishown
Tugwvellt's llerstions, For he ~dmittec tunt the lebounrere
th-t were recruited by the »oliticzl ~taff ere not
voluntory end that it vies sometimes necessory to uvse force
in order to keeos wvorl: going, He ivitiier confirmed th-st
Village lleads usuelly thre-tenec or Hressurised the
vill.ger3 to meet the demonds of the noliticol officers
~nd thit ¢ cert-in zrnount of ill-trectumeint of tuae
lobourers was bounda to occur a2t times since, foremen from
viericus paets of tite world were employed Lo control laorge
nuriber of lcbourers,

Apein Udishoo Tugwell's allegation of workers not
receiving their full weekly ney w s coniirmed by
Mr, Gordon CGreicn, whose testimony showed thot, there h d
been instnces vilen some of the 1illepe ileads hed dem~nded
s0ome »vortion of tae weges of the l-bourers, 1lsgo,
fugricllts nllezetions that if a men esczped from Laro and
vai: to ais vill:g e, he wrs geat beci: hy his overlord,

20564bly, <Tter furtier beating, vac indirec-ly confir:ed



by the lichorji of tkhe toun of Ttgu CGoic, who admitted
thrte 91 howe caly knowa one or two c. see of men, who
“etunlly ran awey irom the work, They rere lwrye gse.t
b..ck* .4'6
Finclly, & if to gcunport the z21legations of Lisghon

Tugwell, the frnuel lesort of Niger orovince, for tae
finel guesrter of 19029, hod tude to zay:-

The suydly of lebour for the rzilviey hes

given o9 nortunitiee to nstive st,iIf

subordinstes to orectice « system of

extortion on willing recruits. Wative

~gcnts would go to villeges sud give ~n

order in the n:me of tae Patrict Chief

for zo much lazbour to be su»plied, but it

wounld zn9e-r, frou cert.in cesces tried in

the provinci. 1l court, thot these ageaiits were

cuite sreocred to sccet casit ccuivalent s

2 substitute for zn unwilling recruit.iy?

Tt is not oniy the coloni.'l sources thzt confirmed

Tugwellts allesctions, They were clso confirmed by wmost

48 who rersllgdda tliest tiue conditions of

of my infors.nts
1:.bourers wno were forced to worlk on the r.ilvay construc.
tion sites w-g simnly terrible, Tue informents furtherv
reve-led that !:roourers, werc naid meegre wifes, ond

forced to work for »lmost the entire dey with a2 brecs'c of
only one lhour, Thie, they did regerdless of whether (ncro
wes rain or hecvy sun, Such wos the terrible and tortious
condition of lsbourers on the railwey conntruction sites
th-t there begen to be swontaneous ond videsoirecd recciions
Iron the neoole of Higer nrovince against the system of

forced lebour, This forms the subject of the next section,



bolsl Recctions To Forced Laboun:

It would Le wist~lten Lo =2ssume that there were nc-
opyoeltion by the »eosles of Mijer orovince to forcea
lobour, 7For o5 the wetiod of the recruitunent of forced
lsbour -nd the concition of tie lanourere became more #nd
more haregh ond onnressive, the 2ecule h-d no lternative
then to react ogainst the z.stem of forced labour,
fcecording to ny informants,*g the reasctlon toolk the form
of onen recvolt or pasgnive resist-nce, “eonle were
refuszing co turn cut for forced labour and, when the
colonial autnorities insisted, this usnz2lly led to violent
cl-shes between both »-rtiez, Thi~ informztion is coufirmed
by some evisodes which we cruie acrons in the colonicl
sources,

For instance, in 1409, the Gw:ris of both 2aiko «nrd
Tuke Divtricts of Xuts Division cdesmerted thoir woric site
en moseg to their homes 2nd refused to turn out for work.50
The British coloni:l suthorities could not compell them
to return becsuuc of ¢ii- shortsge ol Europesn sioff,

Pgein, in 1909,51 the Cwrris of Guassoro revolted
zurinst forc:d l-lour, One of the ressonc which they gove
wrs thet their Seriki had token fron Lhem more tax thep wos
fixed Ly t.ie Tesidont in rp =ttemant to Tforce b~ck the
Serigi, who had ecrlier been criveu out of the villege,

Mr, Venren.en the locel -olitcical officer, took .-long

with him a 2°rty of 35 nolicemen, This, the vill.gere
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would not #llov, Armed with bows and srrows, the
villggers who numbered sbout a 100 strong confronted
Mr, Voareneen :nd his party in an attemHt to prevent the
return of their unnojuler Seriki who, at this stoge, wos
with the political officer, In the eacounter, 4C of ihe
villegers were killed but My, Vencerencen himself and 11
Liricen Holicemen wvere o2lso killed.ﬁg In ret.lintion, @
nunitive exnedition wng ordered ggainst Gugsoro., In the
encounter, it wos estim~ted that between 75 aud 200
villogers were eatiecr killed or r@undad.53 The rencining
weonle fled cud the town wos destroyed, Subsequently
the seven #lledgec raing lesders o® the revolt were
cantured #snd “tried, They wverc, of course, found ‘guiltyH
>na sentenc2d to be hanged by Rerident Orr.ﬁh ilovever,
their =entonces were lcter commvled to life innrisormert
by the Actiang Chief Justice of the liorthern ®rovince,
insnite of urotests from Residext Orr, It is imnortcnt
Lo romopks tiot Hir, Orr, noticesbly consoled hlmsclf vith
rcflections thict the site of Cussoro towm hed become
inhobLuted =o0lely by monkeys, This implicd the total
collapsc of a hum:n scttlement end economy which has
furtiher imnlic-tion:z i.r our shudy,

My Buse coecking ‘Lni‘orman‘uss5 cleimed thot the omnosi-
tion to forced lcbour dic not “rvolve the Cuori specking
acovle alonc, They ffirncd ta t the Fuoe -eounle also
dicg all thcy could To o<c.so0se Lhe onorecsive syetca of forced

levour, fgnin, this cleiam is coufirued by the colonic?
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archival sources, for as fer back as 1912z, it was revoried
thot YThe worl wes not vooulsr zs the Nuose is intensely
otteoched to hiz house ans does not lilke lesviag it cven
for two ox threc months“.56
As the opnosition to forccd lsbour b “he yeonlers of
Niger »rovince mountcd, the ndministretor of the lorthern
orovinces inguired into the 9085ibility of on olterr-tive
merne of labour on the railways 1ine.57 Simultaneocucly,
we wrotc enother letter to the acting chief Director of
Railwsys on the iseue end warned thot “the nctives wvho
oentered enthusizsticelly into the scheme connot feil to be
disrusted if their services are continually being requoesied
at nrices, which ere not those sreveailing in the labour
merzois, Jhis diegust will inevatobly burn to unrest“.jﬂ
Such wzs tae nezture of onmogition to forced labour
which, ncvertheless, aid not deter Lie coloni- 1l suthoraiiics
from continuing witlh the oomressive rnd exploitwtive gysteu,
pccording to my informats, the continuation of forccu
1sbour had necetive imosct in the aree of food yroduction
in iiiger orovince. It is to this immortent issue thot e

now turn next,

beoly The Impact Qf Forccd Lobonc:

The introduction of forced lsbour laod to the exodus of
many villa ere in Niger orovince to work on the rzilucy
nrojects, For insierce in 190¢ -lone, the labour supnlicd

by i"iger viovince for tuo rzilway constrvction ~mounted T2
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a totr-l of ’?8,300.59 Morcover teble IT below shows the
tot=21l numbver of the lebourcrs tast were working on the
Loaro-fano rrilvey for some months in 1908.
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S50ULCE:~ Mposon, “Working on the Jailweys' Qo.cit, p-se €2

The teble cle.xly revecls that from the esrly sert of 1924,
1:bour demends rose and remeined consterntly high well into
the siricultursl s-sason,

Iy the timc, the work on the Bero-i‘cno inilwey ended,
in 1312, =bout 251, 447 labourers h~d becn recruitcd from

6O

Niger orvovince, in -n arce whosc total pomulotion ves
293,261 by 1510.6] This figure represcented 97,3 percent

of its edult woriting oonulation, lMoicover, thousancs more
were 2lso simuitoncously working on the Legos Extonsion
rcilway, For by the beginning of 1909, zbout 2750

1l-bourers from Miger orovincc were working on tae Lagos
project, Still, further thouscnds were involved in the
construction of the 'sstern reilvoy, 2nd the demend continued
un-beted, re~chinzg :u gl-rming »roportions in 1926, This

prompt-d the Jesident of “iiger »rovince to ex ress surarise
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that more l.bourecrs vere still exnected from his
-_Jrovince.G2
The forcible removal of 211 ¢dult villipers (992,37
sorcent) firom Miger province Lo vork on the resilvay
wojecis hod grove nerotive efifects on food »roduction,
For the Iritich colopirl nolicy of jorced lrbour com-ictely
reptured tie cocivl orgrnisction of the peodlce of Fag.p
province and rendercd them essily vulunerzsble to famines,
/s we dewonstrated e~rlier, before the busginnin:, of iritish
colonisl  domin tion, the fund-wentsl unit of nroduction wa
the ILicko, labour wes coenerally wrovided by it's family
menbers and wacn the l-obour recuired by the wiglzo 'rev’
beyoné what could be¢ orovided, the neuersl mroctice was
to scch for :sssisionce from other grouns cad this, as we
esrlicr explained, were of two kinds: the ggbe ~nd d.olo.
Anart from tiis, in tihe forms th:t belongod to menmbers
of the ruling class .md the st:te, l-bour wes provided
by the necsants, slrves o,t.c, All these ensvred ta:t

g noods af

i

#dequrte food wos swvvnye ornduced to umeet
the entire ponul:tion to tuc extent thact surnlusca uerve
stored in the grancries {or consum:tion “uring tae dry
se/son,

Jovever, DBritish coloniclism deformed this cysien
of the socnol organimation of »roduction in ggrictliure,
by diverting l-oour to the mince, reilweye snd rosis

consitruction, The result of this, wos thet the lobour
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on the jifako ferms - becsvre irocticr-lly imnossible to scex
anda gecure the assistance of other grouns vwhen tacre wro
2 lzbour shortage on thc ZJako. Thuc, tae orincinle of
mutual assistance gs re-rescnied by the egbe «nd dzolgc
began to die avwesy, ‘it is morre, it become increesingly
difficult for the ruling classcs :nd the stote to mobilisc
lebour to work on their f-rms, perticulerly, with the
abolition of sl very,

The net imvect of the diversion of labour from
agriculture to other rrecas of retirsity was thot several
ercan Legan ©Tn Vind it difficult <o >»oduce cnough foou for

€3

the neonic, Thus, food short-mcn ~nd frmines became
very rzupant, Although my informsvts coulcé not accurctiely
rememoer the soaccific years during wa.chh the various ~reas
of Miger nrovince cxwerienced food short.ges and frmines,
yet, ticy woere uneniflous in their ~f{irmataion thot famines
éceurred too frecucntly throughout the colonirsl neriod.
Iven the coloni:l sourcee, were able to -oint out some of
the siecific dotes during which fsmines occur ped-in:Nige»
nrovince,

Thus, for incioace, the Annual Rejort of 1509, the
heyday of rzilvey construction, stated that the h-rvest
for the orevious ycor wes not good, ond that :rea under
cultiveiion wszs limitcd owing to so much labour, being

6)}

cmzloycc on ecerth-vork cornztruction, It was further

st-ted th-t the Hrices tor local food-siuffsc were advencinug
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in the province: “"Due tc ciie limited area under cultiva-
tion, e,g. yams at Paiko sold «t 2 for 14d, While 15
riles away at Minna, the price was L small yams for 63"65
«.gain, in the Niger province teport for the June quarter
of 1909, the Resident reported that, "food along the line
of rail (i,e, Baro-Kano) was scarce And prices high,..
end estimated that food could cost Ld to 6d per day“.66

In 1922, the beginning of the third decade of
colonial rule, the reports continued to mention food
shortages, For it was reportec that Ghero Bulrush millet
25 8 total failure and for = time there was considerable
frivation“.67

My informants correctly claimed that the apparen<*
diversion of labour from agriculture to other activities
wes a cause of the famines.6$ Yet, with all the evicence
before them, the colonial authorities did not take any
peacures to stem the tide or, at least, to take care of
the farms of those people whc were forcibly recruited to
work on the railway construction sites and in the mines,
ihus, when it was repor’. * thit scme uneasiness werse
expressed by labourers sent for werk en the railway and
the minesfield, as to the fcte «f their crops, which
they had been compelled to zvandon, they were usually
«nsured that arrangements hLiad been made to safeguard

their interests. In reality, however, no such arrangement

had been made,




iy, &rea thowza Lowcarcry froe Leoscd ond ecde,

&

W3 e vordap of LhC ot ro~Gsne Shil sy gonal Atist sbuud

L PR . o Tt v g Srhen P LIS ) 5 P ewrretl 2 s
piasdie foame « § Bolo, Tany uS¥e oM. st tao¥ woulkd be

ralaned nove in tyar for thwo L onting azssoun of 1.0%. It

P X sagnificna Yo nove vl ‘hea vhe ticoe weiegg Loy

-’ » fran oy o S \--
ey wveveut. .o froa zZoLaz.
s sew wde Foir Robour in e 22300¥n  ady o6 Te sdgle

e Yriaw, o tae ainrngiclad cuntinvet ups botad Lo Tl solind

- -

ChAt Lo esrwet DEneer of Fhonmonl. wed Durielior Vad to
sumaiaia L0 Llie Lewddert ©0f wve wravipee Ao 1% 1 W

wTE e cun sutoenie dArdandi v Eo ¢ o1 vonr Lhest mon o th.

Wit 0. the fovmdng oo sOnmy ROGEVEr Yo they oy e
',::,.L{jn. e

rlier ou, the eridopt of Mizer provinco LK Calius
Tor Tan soolatien of forcua l-owour, on.s of hi: recgone
v Pt it andermincd spvdicultur:l avodvetion., ils
arocesdet o give exensles of £ovor din Fute waleh b d
Rew oos macle o red of una nnec cad vhere oaly very litile

Loy cewe een Lowlis cro '!.‘.-,?i

tave, ~ltlov~3 the €00 shont fcs « a. © rnines

o

gonariensse dnring tods wevied weve evideatly eraned by
tae Jivereiss of lsvnu o eluer rese of etivitv,

W% otEe I rly, £odiry eounlayagtion, thers Yins no concrete
vovision Hy L.e colenid. T cvilorilicn to coab it Lhis oo
gheot: re s wnd fonduss, Inatead, L coloar-l covninaent,

ke 2Xv of g cing evidonce o0 L. adnn Jod 2004 eLnrt oges



berore A Ve ocver ad gone 07 valeh we Lo vo ouotad | vy,

o Jlouely e uoued tie ©o-

e bove asation o thr coloni.. l foveramont me Ti
th £ {20¢ miort cern nd .fenince, -ud other h rdshins
goatinucew unasaked thsoughiont tue coload. 1 Terind vith the
resit Lt mons ceonle diec o7 hungor; o situction whicu
v vorsouss by tho Joresd masrsiticn of tho ciive
v stions of tie pooul Lion, o could h va doon enas red
In  gricuetiurscl saduction, £t- 1o This 1-st dgsme th:t

wo sas 1l consldey aoxh,

RIS AR WSV S AR SRLOWE ¢ Wi RO B FSRRIT IR X X ST BNEY 4

£a - reuv 00 LLnLls beun . Jddgnokred of thonr Lol
@2 010 T —ar s tardencs hy zolosd 1 bheewtior Bd T
inces .. At fenrcres Sfov Lueir 1-povy, ~ Luarge »oriion o
tius je-n niry s Forcer o alsvie ontuer o re g of
low L u~tlon v ter.,y, te the minvefleld »¢ coep: factd of
Hortern Dagerd: , o wort. 6w @ - 1 bourers, Hisyotlis
conzeensittly bolsme ¢ recuridisy thaeme in tac hidrtor: o
Ager provincc worin, he entile coloalrl osertod and tids
resulled. du »~ defisitce derooul. tiom of the ere:, Thls
af ove SR ll 5.0 Lotor, contributod to ccute food

ghore e5 'nr. Dohes froane;



o]

v E13 -

fin ez-nin tion of the relrtiomshin betuveon dezoovl: -

tion rné adgr-tion in omy oo o: study vaersfore becoi .o

Looort al not only devrnge ol Lhe foo:l erisls vialeh it

pepers tud, bul 130 bes ee of ti.o wirong intersret-tionz

L] "

chot wore mivern by the lritish colonisl (utheritins on
the issue, nongly,; w0 we-colonk 1 =) vo »rilds, A8
wo ld bo cengnstratic LoTor on, the wouml tien of finer

DLO¥ LGy SiZrat €O fodresfe, nlosdaly, daacdlztely - ftaer

4

e Wnmosicior oi -eitdsh colonisl Jomiustion ove: the
PN, DaiB, WO €OuLERY, 1§ cf v result of ndys i
vaich vy

5 oAnveeld on tuo 3eonlir,  Whe raftestion pot to

"~

. A mvzey, TEG
e En AL paany cvooxtic: thet, in 123G, an onc2iry
o n Grdared by the desnident of iger droviace into Tiu v
out the ax-.cet cruses of the Cucline of Iure 2w0muleiron,

In :» =0 rent Ltemot to cover-un» the r: 1 evinon
of dgroavl-tion, Ine Nr, J.A4, YTepoctnler, a Mrtriet

Offlcry, vho Was lsw o wcaber 0f the enculring tesm,
[roucduicutly gove tae rzzcn for tac dvipcliag ronulstion
of dur as -the prachize oI ~bortion awong Lic Nupz womer' ,
Thiis: fracuirnt cledls wn e sz orted Ly - 2002 Lesideni o
thc 2rovince, #ir, J.C Sciortd 9, vao claiwm:-d wh o=

P notave court lecorfB.... #50w Lt

cae srezurans of alLortion i =moceticed
L) n Jloerming extent, enceci lly in

w0 ... Othier con.ributory © uvees,
g : 1 Ay
cie~daly (cconntin; for the £-11 in

r

46 Voo Lo conseniuatly so is

il Secdle 2 -‘1 S

a2 ) tion #re th Lt of =rouriacuity *4:dc¢h
¢ o
. PR T

.

voune J Yase ¢



- h e
. -

Foow ths Love 1a0pba, we coa coroludde 220 o
sooe0n sven LY e »Rtlse coloud. X officons o Lle
L 0L Gng CGLeRe flrg sopul tihom 07 wd €Y IUOVAKGS,
wiptionl Iy, tooss Q. Shn Muje twope, Tae Riod note of
s oRtion, wocdsendity @ weior L JClermiag R RODNORLE,
coxoas Ca € ool tuhc ¢ Jowais U4 2olider te nlciter.
Yot tdor 9 to- True crune: o i fdeeldns o o nl ticn

of leaswair The Lbps cpen e

b
'
&

;

in owt . res,

.

1 99%, 1 ok axming e hencdenon ol e 0 e
I tiaon in ovy b g 20w, Yuds Lr owee Unt; Tos dofors

= » a

2Of Wy L1y

L
o
:-l
3
-

e tion ioone eonriecelys e G

than o lon ton fuven by Sis colomd X officac::,

o . ;rtr?

ViR g for insl nee, most of Lho Iaform ko 3G, B

cnr oveew thuo¢ ths deocosul «tiocw 0s lLiger soviagce dn eyl
e taa teue giesliins ren in goptienl-r v e nobl Lt oL
re-mlt ‘of high rete of :YWortion, euiszculiity cnd wenev 7

Nireore, but tict it hod 4¢'a origin ian the miziriionn

-

tu-t vere fowvced on t..e worlar 07 thc ~re £ Dy lLritis:

coloniolicm, My inforu-ats, owliy rised Tiob, vhen il h
colopi, idom cusmoaeesod tuu 1we ke of Tnelr Fertile lenis,

ovies-urcenad taen i adplr texstion, -uu foreed tuom to

guUpsoder tasir L otovy, € secndc ked a0 caoace thca to

S~ oy K [ by 1 2 .. s = . ML . e 1 5 o R, SR - o s e
Wl srote, Taal Tl o el AL LAY |mAAT el Vet Jrece

of Lo Touwrtion o te vl £ BHE "lote v phaernilield -ac

L] 3

cuZoe iuodd 0f Tertaza Taeris to t. ¢ vy v ye enioyacit,

It is U0 Lo note? Lt over 1o CLhrng crxesr b kel thay

L



.

!

Folev-21e in cm. ricon with Tho extreme cond: tions ian

vt apovinne, 2

" |
— s

Yor tide re=«s the piszre tiong to

weng Y2 0 e tipued; une b tod, -~ sitiction wilic w.s

"

sl ily Ccov¥irer cvea by the voloni -l sou:ces,
0
?

‘s, for Wnce-nce, ca oYy ne 1513 it wve

oot ed Laat Che ooul.vion of i ye ol Lronl wes

sli  htly Zecre 'oin:; oviny *0 en.zr tion to tue ‘rezey

PR g

[

wotumee ~<ue o €« higk €. 2 Rion of "grye 436 Lomoid
"geln, dn 1,17, EBhe Aamnucl weosort for Tune orovince
waoried vore ewndi ortionas {rom Josvo Dirtrict o fiute

Division, the re. zons, sroferrec bexng ' coll ior

1. hour t idnu  which Tell he:vily ou tic Lomco o3 .ik

"

Forgover, t: . ceisus of ;ids Pmir-te, in

-

9
eove 1o tht the wonelotion of fiddr weere 3ed from

croter, con itron: vir2 slso - ria, but were only v

UsB60, in 1221, t0 17,93, in 1933, sad thek, vherco: .

che tourl .ooul tioa of tua Hu;n'was given eg 549,008 i

tlie souwe censur of 1221, this hed frllen to 526,017,

viaics dm_ licd - £:11 o7 over 20,000 in . oseriod of ten

oo
voors, U T It is dpstruciive to nmote tiv i the reeason

Faven for this develomment vuss th-t meay BKnoes vare

Zoreed te mnigrete Mouthur rds doyvm river, fencour. sed

oy betier o riebs, i ey Lryation ~ud lesa wor' wccd
oh

tase rore orTin-nce. T Mhig innlicd tlhe exisntance od
it-rshicr corditions inm a e Lond, The colomicl eovregs

Lxwe Sherefors coufirmed Lthe cl -iag by my xnfora ave ©

s



hWorshaey conditions i iger orovince, forced tie jreodlc
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rrule, the henonenon of migrotion lso incre-sed througsl:out

N
the coloni-l '+rioﬂ.°4

Wais ¢l is, -gein, sumorted

Uy tue colonizl sourcer. Moo insl.nce, rt the beginning of
the Tourth cecede of coloni 1 rule in the -yep, the

MAanu: 1 Trenort oF 1050, for amgeru Divasion, rcorted tihct
therc v 5 decresrze oi -bout 1000 in the tot. 1 por~ul. tion

of the cxze nd vl-meq it or thc 2conomic cle rTesglon -aq

s tion of tr.dey; from which the Mivision <

Sinilarly, in 1935, it wes veldng veorted Lot the
no~l. tion of ouj. Tmirctc hed beon decrersing for ¢
nunbexr of ye. re, 2 asscre.se which =3 cccelercted oviug to

the incidence oi lowver t-oxetion tict nertnined in tle

T g At oek - 36
neighbouring di~trict,

The s.ome renort further cl-imed
thrt Dida mairate exrerienced o »ooul tion decrecse of
74364, of vhich, 706 were o~dult m.les, -nd thet the
revcining decre. e vere confined to the districts of
Guengbe »~nd Dodeypsd, both of which -djoinsd Rut, Division.a?
And, ~goin, the rerson given for this weeo eaigrotion to
the =o0ld mining reas,

"1r0 in the fanwl 2eo0rt of #i_er nrovince of 19%6,

0
Keoiveut 2,8, i-rris, »ejortsd ti-t the »ovul. tion of
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siga Division decreased *-om 192,206, in 1935, to 1¢C_ ~ .

in 1936, and that the decrease in population consist:d

ﬁ“’,

alimost entirely of Nupe people, a development which,
acinowledged, was causing soue concern, He, however,
wttributed this to migration, tu the mining areas.sa

Even up to the end of our period of study, the
vhenomenon of emigration was still continuing, For it
was reported, in 1945, that .iuja Emirate experienced 2
decrease of 3,161 people, aspecially, in Kuje district
from where migration to the neighbouring Emirates of
Xe?fl and Nassarawa were renorted d 2lsc where
taxation was relatively lo'.-.'.89

Finally, to confirm our assertion that British
colonial policies forced migration on the people which
resulted into the de~population of Niger province, a
colonial document inadvertently reported that the Emir
of Lbuja was doing his utmost to get the emigrants to
return, The Resident confessed that his propaganda would
be greatly strengthened, were the Emir able to announce
that I require no further drafts for railway
constructions", 2°

From the above, it is thus clear that the colonial
sources have confirmed our assertion that the phenomenm
of migration in Niger province wes caused by the harsh
ond intolerable colonial conditions in that area, and

that it continued deep into the colonial periocd,

The full impact of the phiencmenon of migration that
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craftworks thus became seviously dislocated.98 The
problem of labour shortages in the craftworks was
further compounded by the British colonial policy of
taxation, which was to be puid in pound sterling.99 In
order to get the currency and to pay their taxes, many
arle bodied men who, previously provided the bulk of the
labour for the efako crafts works, simply left to work

ir the mines while some began to cultivate the cash croops
that were needed by the colorialists., The cumulative
result of all the above was that, without adequate labour
to carry on with the craftsworks, the efano labour unit
in the various craftsworks, began to break up, leading to
their ultimate disappearance,

Apart from the fact that British colonialism led to
the break up of the efako labour unit in craftsworks, 2t
must be pointed out that the larger co-operative labour
units as represented by the guilds also met similar fate,
is we had pointed out earlier there was a wider co~
operation in craftwork practised within the framework of
the occupational unit which approximated to guilds, One
of the chief advantages of these guilds, was that the
heads were responsible for the maintenance of the labour
of their members and provided them with financial
support, during hard times.ﬂoo

But, with the beginning of British colonial rule,

certain forces, began to operate, which ultimately led to
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disappearance of the guild - system in craftwork., One of
thiese was the competition by cheap European imported
soods, A good illustration of this can be seen by the
tdestruction of headworkers, Before British colonial
rule, it was the guild heads wh played the roles of the
contractor and financier for their respective groups,
They alsc maintained the labour of their groups and
wrovided the working capital, credit facilities and
Gistributed the work among oti.er members. The guild
nead of the beadworkers was known among the Nupe, as the
i“faji or master, and he was the agent of the Etsu in all
mntters that involved the trade in beads in the entire

emirate.101

When foreign traders arrived in Bida to
trade, they were not expected to take their products
directly to the market, but instead, to the guild head,
wiio selected those he considered suitable for the king
and his court., He then advised the king on the purchase
and the king followed this up by giving the guild head
the contract of refining the imported beads, The work
was then distributed among the members of the guild, by
the head, who also paic sou.e amount of money and kept )
the rest as commission for himself, Thus, as a result of
the constant demands from the court in this way, the head
workers of Bida were always kept busy., with this, the
guild heads, were able to finsnce the ordinary work of
their groups and to offer their members, credit for the

purchase of their raw materials,
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However, with the imposition of British colonial
domination, and the importation of cheaper European
heads, the above situation begen to change, European
beads began to replace the indigenous ones and the court
1o longer bought the latter. ‘fhe result was that, it
led to the decline in the finsncial position of the
guild heaed, which made it impossible for him to advance
credit facilities tc mewbers of his group, Thus, in the
worde of one author:

The guild head no longer able to act as
financier and contractor lost his position
of authority, as his contribution to the
productive organization cf the group was
concerned exclusively with these

financier and credit operations, the very
raison d'etre of a guild head has
disappeared, 102

Thus, as a result of the inability of the guild
nead to fulfil his responsibilities to members, because
of the decline in his financial position, the craft
guilds, which earlier entailed a large measure of mutual
assistance, began to decline and to be replaced by
individualistic craftworks,

An indication of tie rfinal blow dealt to the local
craft industries is gziven wiien we examine a surviving
description of the annual muslim festival in the Szllah
celebration, in Nupeland in 1935, Before the intrusion
of British colonialism, the Sallah used to be an

occasion for large-scale orders of different locally made

craft works from the courts of the rulers who were also
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the main customers. The regular demands from the courts,
helped to keep the craft workshops in Bida very busy for
weeks.

But, by the 1230s, locel crefts were no longer ordered
by the courts and, instead, the muslim festival became an
nccasion for the indiscriminate pur~hase of Eurcpean goords.
Cne author, has graphically described tihis situation when
he reported that, at the Sallah celebrations of 1935,

The traditicnal royal gifts of Kolanuts
were sent out not in ornamental brass
Fowls of native make, but in newly

bought enamelled teapots, the King's bhody
guard, newly equippecd, wore not Bida
gowns and turbans cr native made straw hats,
but red blankets and trilby hats; and
many notables, wno would have appeared
formerly on horses with costly trappings
and gorgeous Saddle-cloths, rode in on
new shinning bicycles. 103

This was the extent tc which European imported wares
displaced the incigeous crafts. The ultimate result
was the cdestruction of the indigenocus local industries
since the craftsmen were forced out of business as a
consequent of competition from cheasper European made.

The net result of the above was that an important
supplementary economic activity anéd mechanism against
famines was destroyecd which thus desprived the peoples of
Niacer province of an important means of revenue by trading

neighbouring peoples. This meant that their ability to

obtain the means for purchasing fco frcm other areas



T P B T TRl
! m. !—‘“3 &

- B  oIN e

- “

- 291

curing period of famines decressed,

when the above is taken together with the British
colonial policies of diverting labour from agriculturs
to the mines, railway and roads construction, it is nct
surprising that the peoples o. _iger province were
exposed to the problems of focd shortages and famines in

the early years of British colonial rule, This, as we

stated in chapter three occurred in the years 1904, 192S.

1921 and 1922, The result wcs the further impoverishmen®

which, as we shall document in the next chapters was again
worsened by the outbreak of tne ecoamic depression

otween the years 1929 - 1933,
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COLONI;L RULE AN FAMINE IN NIGER PRQVINCE: THE
ECONOMIC DEPRESSION AND LOCUST INV. .C1iNE, 1909-1933

5.1 INTROCUCTION

In the last twe chapters, we demonstrated how British
Colonialism destroyec the Pre-colonial .fyasfdndud
iechanisms that were devised by the peonles of Niger
province to combat famines. 1In this chshter, we aim at
documenting and discussing actual instances of famines
in Niger province, caused by colonial under-development.
Thus, we shall examine how the great economic depression
between 1929 and 1933 led to food shortages and famines
in the area, 2 problem which was worsened by the locust
invasion of the same period. We posit two basic
positions in the chapter as follows:

(a) That the Great economic depression between 1929 and
1933 was the real “locust" which caused the food shortages
and famines at this period, in Niger #rovince. The

locust invasions, during the same period, merely

escalated the problem already there.

(b) That for most parts of Nigeria, the economic
depression was practically over by 1®%4, but it actually
continued to the end of *he 1930s 4in Niger Province.

We thus, hegin By axaming how the great eccnomic
deprossion led to food shortages and famines in Niger

Province.
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8:d THE GREAT ECONOMIC DEPRESSION OF 1929 - 1933:

The great ecchomic depression that occurred all ever
the world hetween 1929 anc 1933, produced negative results
in Niger Province, especially, in the area of ensuring
adequate food. The depression itself was nothing other
than a manifestation of the usual capitalist crisis of
over = production, in this case, of massive agricultural
production in the /mericas, Europe and in the Colonies.
This situation, led to intensified competition and the
fall in 2gricultural pricesi.

The immediate result of the fall in agricultural
prices was that the export revenue which accrued to the
colonial govermment, 21so began to declinez. Thus, one
of the measures embarked upon by the colonial authorities,
in order to raise the déclining revenue was, as usual, =
massive propaganda to ensure that the peasants doubled
their mroduction to export cash crops. /galn, as usual,
the traditional rulers - Emirs, Village and District Heads
proved useful as they 'went from one place to the other
exhorting their “subjects" to increase the production of
cash crops.3 Moreover, the distribution of special se«ds
to the peasants was again stepped up. The result of these,
was that the peasants actually increased their output of
cash crops and the purchases by companies increased.

For instance, the Table 5.1 below, is a comparative figure o
produce purchases by the United /frica Company for the

years 1931 and 1932.
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TABLE 5.1

! SENANTTS | PAIM KERNELS GROUNTHUTS

| 1931 | 1932 1 193 | 1932 {1931 .!T 1932
— ] ] J i T
Bida - [ A K ;7 19 | 338

: : 1 : :
Badeggi | 137 ¢ 155 - ] 60 : 216 312
Charati 35 126 1 €9 5 20
Rabba 125 27 20 55 1 3
Total 295 1415 21 232 I 673

SOURCE; NAK, Minprof M 31L. Annual Report, Bida Division, 1932.

I'ne above table shows that the purchases of Sheanuts,
Palm Kernels and groundnuts by the United Africa Company
increased at the helght of the depression which is, no doubt =z
confirmation of our contention that the peasants inecreased their
production of cash eorops in the absence of evidence of smuggling.
For instance, in 1931 the United Africa Company purchasecd about
295 tons of sheanuts in Bida, Badeggi, Charati and Rabba, but by
1932, the company inereased the purchase of Sheanuts to L1 tons.
Similarly in 1931, the company purchased 21 tons of Palm Kernels
in these areas, but this rose to 232 tons 8 1932, Again,
althcugh 341 tons of groundnuts were purchased in 1931, this

rose to 673 in 1932.

But in spite of th: fact that the peasants in Niger
Province increascd their output of cash erops, in order

tc muet the demand by the ecompanies, yet the reward they
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reczived for thelr efforts was minimel. This was becavse

the prices paid by tﬁa trading companies for the cash

crops declined steadily, year by year. Thus; while thsa

peasants were forced to increase their ocuteut of cash

{Crops they were, at the same, being forced to take less of

and less 1in payment for the crops. For instance, in 1931,

2 flat rate of six pounds (£6) a ton, was paild for

pg;oﬁhdnﬁts;4 but this dacline to about £4.12s6d per ton

which compared unfavocurably with the Kano price of £5 per

tonu5 So low was the extent of the decline in the prics

paid for groundnuts that even hy 1337, "after the depression

it wes reportad that about 70/~ (£3-10s) was being offerred

for a ton of groundnuts,6 which was a marked declinz -wven

from the already poor price of £4 - 12 - &d per ton

clted above. S
The same story applied to other cash crops; In 1032,

7

Palm Rarnels were bought at an average price of £4,15s0d,

o

8 . o .
*... But by 1934, this had gone down to as low as &£1-15s.

This was a year after 1933 when it was claimed that the
Yeconomlc depressicn was over", Moreover, in 1232
shaeanut sold for £421538d9 per ton, but by 1934, it dropped

18

to £2:108:0¢ "after the depression”. . & g

.- Thus, the nrices of the c¢ash crops psld by the
foreign firms mainly the United Africa Comprny, decline
over the years and this continuert even after the vyears

when the depression was aaid to be over. Thus, it was

Ea
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therefore not surprieing that even at late as 1939, it
was being reported that the economic slume mersisted.
For; instance in 1938, 1t was tepcrted that""Cotton pric-s
are discouraging anc¢ a fall of 30 - 40 percent in the
amount offerred for sale is prob2ble.... /s a3 result the
local cultivaotour has been badly discouraged”lit
igain, in the ccse of grouncnuts, it was reported as 1l:=te
as 1%38 that:
«.~osUnfortunately the prices offerred for
these... are sc¢ low that it is hardly
worth while for farmers to bring them in
for salz. +«t Rijau, where having regard
to world market prices, the very fair price
of seven tenths cf the penny per pound is
offerred, the farmers woulcd prefer to sell
their cotton cror at Yelwa market (Sckoto
Province), where the price is about twice
that amount. 12
It is thus clear from the above discussion that
al though the economic depression was considered to be
formerly over by 1933, yet it persisted in Niger provinc:
even to a2s late 2s 1938 when low prices for agricultural
prices produced by the peasants, continued to be the rule,
In the face of these declining prices, paic¢ for th-
cash crops produced by the peasants, the latter were
subjected to an increcasing imooverishment 2s a result
increases in colonial taxation. For instance, the genera
.
tax assessment in Abuja Divisicn in 1928 was &1:-,923‘j

but, in 1929, it rose to £11,299. 2s. 96; then to

£12,667.14s.6d in 19305 and, by 1931, it had clim«d tc

1
about é‘.12,96314 reachino a record of £17,875.6.8d in 1937, °

)
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Moreover, ~lthough in 1231, the Jangali tax in Bilda

Division rmounted to ~bout 1,378, }et by 1932, it

climbed to =zhout 14?&.‘6 Also, in 1931, the tax acsessuent

of 7ungeru livision emounted to 2,218, but by 1932, it

rose to &,3&8.17 Thus, in addition to the low prices

offerred for percant o2roduce during the depression yseares,

the zeriod ilso witnessed stezdy increase in peasant ta.cec;

zt a time wien the wensamis e-rned the lowest incomes from

their »roducc and weges,

Becouse of the f+11 in the »rices of their n»roduce and
since, they hsd to !'search' fcr mora cosh in order to he
able to pcy tiie ever increesing taxez, the -essants
regponded by increasing the area of formland under cash <i'0»

cultivation. 'S

Thus, the more the incidence of t-xation,
tae more the arec of farmlend brought under cash crop
sroduction with the consecuent neglect of the interncl fooad
crop rroduction, This situation, as would he demonstrzsted
presently, led Lo food shortagec and famines in our area

of study,

5‘5 T Ty rr AL

In %7rild 1931, the District officer of HNontegora
Division, revortcd tu the ilesident of ¥i_er roviuce, -hout
food shortepcs eudn faninces which his Division wos going
9

through.] The food suort-ges »id famines was reortoed

to be severe, especially, in the Forthern 2rovinces of the
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culrcte where he estimeted that 200 tons of grain would be
required to caryy tiie oseonle of those digtricts over tiic
crigis, The "dstrict Officer fartaer redorted that he
exnected to obtein between 150 and ZN0 toms of greine from
Aunes District of the division, ¢nd th.t he was moving up
supplies to desl with tie threstened food chortcyes in the
¥o. nkoro, fumbs3uo cud Mjisu Listricts, The Zuru orea of
the -rovince v. o simil.rly c2fects '1.?0
It should be romemlered thrt Lhe imoyact of the devrceasion
v's beinp, felt in varying degrecs in other -irovinces of
vorthern ii.eric, ¥For it w e renorted thet :11 the proviaces
intim-ted that, 28 Lor r5 wosgible, food relief suouvld cone
fron inside t.ue »rovinces. Thus, relief food we¢s not ". 22
sought for from cxternal Bourcca.gl
iecruse of tpe ~bove directive by the Secretory of tLhe

dercuern rovinces, the District Officer of Yontogores Division,
m:-de ottem ls to securce the asgintence of Bid:, fgaye - Liownd
and fbuin Feative Administrstions in the saooly of greing an
order to cumelior:tc the worssning feou situction in the cuiire
Loutogore Division, Tiowever, mont of the realiee to the
reanuest mede by the Jutrict Offlcur wore negetive, Thiew
becwise the other :rens toe walch tiue revvosts were dirceted
vere facing the —woblza of foniaer theaselves, Tihuvs,
scLoruing o t.o wdptrict Oificer of fgoye ¢1d L Hei Divieion:

I »m ciredid 1ittle hel; will bo forthcoming

from tal~ Division., Ag~ie Tailrete is

alre:dy feeling the winch ond oltlhicugh

anai is » littlc better off, I think their
oupr)lust will be required by £ de.l2
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Simil.orly, the Vistrict Officer of Abujz Division. reoilod
tat:

It is resretted thst ftbuje nhrtive

sduinlets, tion is uncoble £o helo,

The Mmir stetes thot our i20¢ tuznlies

will only Jjuni i.st nntil ‘hs Prd ar

yoi W rvestii i

"hus, with no hely, coming from oxternsl souwchnu, %in

fominer in the hont. ~ore T-wvision contiiauved unch: tad,
tad ~lohoughk Figurss of victims were nob wovided La L
coloni -l wources, ovae lnrcrm:ntiq cleimed thot landresc
of =wensle died o8 tie direct reselt of the femine i
Jont.gors Division curing tie yeor 1221, e sL ted th *
the soortasr of food w's «0 severe th,t those 18001z v
remcdincd clive began to dig out the roots of untestad .. ala
wialcy: they eéie n ordey to suwrvive, lowever, others s aly
aigroted, The fimwnes th.t wes exwerienced in Fontagorn:
idvision in 191, w & only one cxouisle of the foaines,
cxaericucud (11 over Lkiiger rovince, z#s . dirsct result of
tihe dmocct of tie dewercioa, OLhur exewdles of fomin: s

e ¢ascussed bolow,

vda, Kuts Jnc ALcye — kapig

1ie the icnt-gore Divieion, tue Jungerw, i , lats
and lgege ¢ Lovacd xvizlous claoo exleryienced fiuiaes w8
a diroet result o1 the cconowmic orension, For iasio €y
in “mageru Divicion, the £ mine wrs 80 =sevdanus, v rticnl.»ly,
in tie Vortheru Districts th-t soue wurntitiles of ysuwsm .l

pero hed to be imaorted., Tor : ccording te the ‘fmaucl e sort
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of Zungeru Divigion for the ye:r 15938

The severc food short-ge walch wac felt

ir the lorthern Dictricts last yeor

reculted in difficultices in obtuining

seed for thig year's nl:nting,

“uentitics of seed yems ond gero were

therefore imrorted by the Hetive

Aaminist ration...25
Similerly, in thie Kuts Division, it vwes the same story of
food shcrt.res ¢od fominer, For nccording to the futa
Annuqi enort for 1905&:

There woz - coruciderable sinort.ogc of food in

Kurnin curmen: District during the first

i1elf of the yecr, s0 th-t frmine relief

mezsnres had to be /coted.26
Even otler Divislions, like Dide, Agnye ~ Lacci smd 2hujo
did noi esce v the oroblem of iamines, »s the direct
result of the economic denression, This weg 80 serious
tact the fgaye - Lewsi ond sbujs Divisions were unable to
render oany form of assistance to the District officer of
Kentagore Division wher the lotter encuired 2bout tlae
s0nnibility of Phaining relief food in order to amelior-i:
the criticsl food short-ges ond fomines in his ~rce,

As e regult oif the frmine. thot hit these ecrecs the
»eople did one or two things in resaonee o5 thelr counter-
parts in Xonteger: did, irstly, ther begon to et all Li.ds
of grocses tubers ¢nd leaves in order to survive., Jecondly,
some “eonle re~orted to sellins their children to those .0
had enough food., 'flese me: “urcs, sccording to ~u informunc,
v o deaigned to ensurc thet the children would get fecod era

27

et le ek survive the crisis, Another mecsire tact was



taliten o5 a direct resnonse to the femines wes th-t many
seonle migrated, Thue, the Annuel Tleport for Zungeru
Division, in 1972, wes to renort ¢ uwecreace of zbout 1CCO
necple in totel oomulstion of the zrea, ond bi.med it on

the economic de - ression svd gener-l stegnation of trade fron

2o The seme story ewnlied to

waich the Division suifered,
other .re=s, However, il muet be Hointed out th.t insoite
of these meqrguresa, asny neonle didd, ¢s they did not survive
tiie food crisie.ag lovevaur, an we stoted esrlier, a2lthouvgl
the colonisl zouvrces rerorted directly or indirectly cbout
the ccverity of the famines, yet, the srme colonisl souvrces

suvaressed information relating to dectias, The coloni &

sources would only confirm “the alarming nuaber of de.ti.s

L]

fron diseases and stnrvetion”30 at this period, hat su . vu-
information of the number of tlose wio died, As we st ted
a~rlier, tiie re. son for this wrs to conceal the massive
exploitetion which Dritish Colonialism subjected the ve: . atry
of higer Jrovince, However, our informants confirmed th-t
thousauds of wecsaents dlcd.31 Thoze of them who were luclky
to ‘survive lost considerable norusl body reighkt, and
becemo rel:stively usclecs to thomselves becouan they did nol
acve the pinimum required celorie to serform suything, not
even to farm,

Loreover, ths slrecdy denloroble condition of the
was ats wao csurvive' weos further worsened by tie ususl
epldemic disepses, like Yellow .. vgel,Cerebro-Sninal

Meningitis, dysentary -nd 3meoll-ncg, Thus, wmore of the



aecseate wino Ysurvive'', died frou these disecses, For
instance, .ccording to . re=ort in 1938, :bout 550 de~tis
ocaurred ( t Kontogory ~s ¢ result of Cerzhro spincl

3¢

meningitis, l'oreover, in snotlier eqsort, it was stoted

thet cbout 81 ocoernts dizd from Smell pox in Abuj.. mir:te
bebycen Hovesber 1950 ~nd iwrch S1st 1939.77 As if 1o finsliy
confira (oo comletely bad stric of tiue heoltlh of the o sonte
of Wi:or sravince, » «clonirl penort in cdvertently commented
tiirt “the he-1lth of the 4Lf-icsn copulrtion lrs not besn 0
ﬁﬂﬂﬂnﬁq. Mo eonerete 4qteHs vers Lolion by the colonial
government to imeliorste %Liuie fraines rnd disc:. es .ac¢ vhich,
83 vie zhiell see below, woe Tuirther worsencd by “n anv.oLon

of tie entars Niger province by aeillions of locusts,

55 LOCUOT LIVASIONS:

in our cpaeaisnl of the cao city of indigenour
mechenisms to cowe ageinst the oroblem of fimines in Hrc--
colonicsl times, e noiuted out thot vefore tlie incention
oritigh colonisl rule, Higer srov.nce cxrerienced some locoui
inv: siong, For insilaonce, locusts inv-ded ibuje, during t.ic
reign of fbu Lw.lka, between 1851-135?35. It occurrad again
during the rsagn of ibr him Jyrl-, the 3rd *nir of ﬁbujﬂkQ.
Dven add.: fdvicion, usg net s» red, for the sre. similorly
cxperien- -4 locust invogions in the 16805.5?

dovever, ¢4 ve h ve poiuted out before, thenc Iorust
invesions of ulzqr Proviuce Yefore the inre tion of ri’inh

Colonizl rule did not lerd to famines in the sree,



Thie voe not Hoer asC L€y wore Ja2ll gerie invesions but
beeruge the i, Lov~. nechenimgy come of wliich ve hivs
cigoussc i, Ciere cnle to cushion therr imn:ct.58

mat tie corres of locust invasions dering the zerio!
of iritisl rule in Niger ‘rovince, esaecis1lly, those of ti:
soriod 1320 - 33, oelwd to worsen Lue slready critic:l
sitiction of food shortcoces «nd fapdines in the crec sihieh
was cruged Ly tice czeconoulce deowression,

The ovikhrent of tle locusils invosion iteclf beg-n
tovrrds the cud o7 1228, vhen sweriin of thea inv-ded
Yagasias LY Taccntor 18370, it ves furtier redorted thet
vic misr Tory locust h 3 entorsd tle South ‘iest cornepr nf
f#igeri fro. Zgnouay #nd betvere: the wnontlis of Loril snd
Julv of 17 €, thoey begen to breed in Dyo ond | beoruta
Beuvincer, Other Jrovirnces sffecter were llorin, abbr,
Benue, “l-toru, ¥iger .nd Sokoto.39

Gf +11 the trovinces of IMigeri: affected; Fijer Prov:.. e
wrs the wort surisusly kit by the 1Dcuvts.qo for inrtrnce,
below wre Woide 2.7, 5.3 na S.% uhich gaow the nuriner ol
soarmee 2F flyving locuets recorded in cech aontl: Lotween

tho yerre 1730 snd 1830 din iger, Vb sad Lonue ‘rovinces.



T/ELT 5.2: FLYING SWANMS: MO, REFCRILTD E/CH ACNTH (NIGER EECVINCE)

“venes | gan | FEB [mareH | aprIn | may | oeune | Juny (AuGUST | SEPT. |OCT- | NOV. | DEC s
1930 2 |20 5 21 | 43 69 | 3a 17 e | as |2a {15 i
2931 | 10 | 4 |10 38 (18 | 3 | 3 4 B o {13 |ao P
1932 20 |18 | 48 33 17 W 5 24 10 4 . 1 4 26 ww_ B
1933 8 |23 |16 i 10 2 5 o G . 8 3 {19 TM__fJ
1934 1 1 1 20 8 24 19 6 26 5 | «8 11 g

< 3 7 16 23 14 7 21 3 2. 0 14 5
1936 7 |49 14 20 12 - 17 9 3 2" 6 Cw | 9
1937 | 12 | 3 1 19 |15 42 | 49 11 o o |s2 |33
1938 8 3 | 0 18 20 19 34 34 5 2 g 1€
TOT L 179 [ 98 [109 218  [157 190 [ 227 g& a7 76 | 164 {183

GRAND TOTAL NUMBER OF SW. RS REPORTELD EACH MCNTH = 1,336 )

SOURCE: NAK, Minprof 1,349, Volums VI, Locust festruction. e T - _m__uhmm B

N.B: } Swarm of Locusts = Milliens of Locusts. | | ,. ..w |
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T.7Li S.3: FLYING Sk.gMS: NUNIBER o ORTED E.CH MONTH (K/ABBA FROVINCE)
YE /R JAN [ PFEB | MARCH [:i:RIL | xiY | JUNE | JULY AUGUST | SEFT. | ocT. | Nov. | CEC.
193C 4 ;| 3 5 8 5 8 L 3 27 37 5
1931 16 5 (3 1 1 11 5 11 2 4 0 15
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T.BLL 5.4 FLYING SWARMS: NO. REPCRTEL CACH MONTH [(BENUE FROVINCE)
YE /R JAN | FEB. | MiRCH | APRIL | mAY | June § Juny | fUGUST EPT. | OC Nov. | CEC.
1930 7 27 10 20 12 47 3 4 1 19 22 27
1931 21 | 14 6 2 2€ 5 11 1 2 ¢ 5 24
1532 17 23 35 7 20 82 23 0 0 0 0 ¢
1933 12 23 15 32 5 1Y 1 0 0 0 C 4
197 0 5 3 ¢ 0 G 3 0 0 ¢ 10 4
19°5 11 7 3 1 29 70 - 1 0 0 1 G
1936 3 11 1 U 0 0 0 ¢ &) O 3 O
1937 1 0 3 ( 0 3 2 v 0 1 5 4
1938 12 - 5 4 J ac 1 0 0 0 0 0
TOT.L | 87 |119 21 79 42 257 5¢ 6 3 20 16 67
.
CRIND TUTAL NOS. OF SWARHS REPORTED EACH MONTH =
SOURCE: NAK, MINPROF 1,349 VOLUME VI. LCCUST DESTRUCTION.

N.B:

e

Swarm of Locusts

Millions of Leccusts.



Tebles 5.2, 9% 7nd 5,4 sbove, cle.rly reve-rl thrt
Tiger Province was visited on :overal occasions by sveros
of locuets, not only during the denresgion ye rs, but ever
efter, iioreover, wien tiie Provincce is comurred with thce
Kabbs ~nd Benue Provinces, it would be revecled that lliger
Province expericnced more vieite by locusts th-on either %0
the former wovinces, For instance, between 1930 =»nd 1338,
Uiger Province wrs visited by - tot-1l ol 1,436 swerms of
locusts, wherecs, in DBenue Province, it wis 907 and ir
Kobbe: frovince, sbout 374 swerus of locust, Agrin, the
Tebles cleocrly siows thrt wliereas botis Benue ~nd L-bbe
.roviiaces hod nony monthe free from the vieits by swerrs
of locusts, in i'iger Province, tiie story wos different,

For tlhe swarms of locusts visited the arec during ~lmost
£ll the months between 1930 end 1930, 7Thus, wes tic extent
of the inv-~sion: of locusts to Riger *rovince.h‘

Sever 1 aercarest™ vere cGoted to coatrol the locurtiol,
soet of those wovoed cither unecont:icel or inefieciive
due wrinly to thoe Iukew: ra ottitude of the Lritish
Colonizl officinl= who were det-iled to lexd the *hattle-
ageinst the locuntn, One of the meocures wog tihe ~3plico-
tion of insect:iciden hut wiien ¢hls waes unov:oilrvle, gengs
of villagers were orgenimsed to encircle -~ honwoer boad .nd
best it witu brenchics moving inw;rds.43 In this wcy, »
hosoer hend v £ eitlier destroyed or recduced, Again, in
orde® to nrevent flying sw-ras from settling in . n orerq,

the urectice wns to cre:te a grest noise by benting tins
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) ) ) I
or by shouting rnd to oro'uce smoke from fires.h'

oL
coauon methiod for killing the locusts wos by loying

yisor boit comnosed of =n ingeveticide, mixed with b-it
acterdcl, The boitl weotericl used vos bran, o varicblce
cowmodity tii:t econtiined smrll »nrrtickes ond some flour
which, it wrg clzimed, was designed for moximum attreoction,
‘Yhen bron wrs uncvoilable, the oroctice wes thet, the bait
wes o de by nilling ony cere: 1 such os n-ize, guilnec corn,
'ad pillet it =grocide, -died during milling., It become
the ceze tuet mony flimers vere required to divert orvt of
thedr fo0d wroduce to the tork of mrking beit for destroyving
thie locusts, a nr ciice which contributed in worezning the
clresdy criticnl food shortsges in Biger Zroviiace a2nd wiich
the fight agr-inegt locusts wre intoended to rCNUVG.%

Insnite of the necsvres, however, both or-) ond colnainl
sources gver thet thous-nds of frras were édrm-ged by the
locusts, I'or inst.uce, in July 1933, ~lone, cbout 162
Irrie were deusged in lentegors Division, In Abuja,
¢suceirlly, in Zub . fistrict, 87 forms were domaged; in
Diko district, 33 forms were aoffected; Abuja District,

39 forms; ond Ger'-i District, 729 f rmr;.,""'6

In 2idr Diviesion, it wes boing reported tiet 50 rorcont
of the guiner corn were destroyed in th: villeges of "opbl
chd Borkueji ian Liobezhld Diestrict :ad in the Villege of
Ch-rrtl da Igbrko Gibt?ict.h? In 1250, in ut~ Diviedion,

Couslusrrble nuount of drmc e Ly thie locusts was reporicd,

“his, it wrs cleincd, roduced thc out»ut of tie guinc. corn



cro; for thot yuor to the cxtent that it was entilcisctod
thet theroe would te o shor . of food before next

hervest, L

The Locust invesions rnd the dracges done to forms
in #iger Province did not subside, foir it sersicied vwo to
the ena of tie 1970s. For ingience, on a swtry of locuet

sworis for the week thct endod 23rd July, 1938, it wes

L

revorted thov {flying aveorms woere obgerved in Dontegora
Division as followsg: ot Ibelu, Hontzgor., Kotonkoro nnd
Mjsaun Districtes; ot fbuje Division 1t wrs 2 follows: i
VInlto, Jiwe snd Dogon Hurmil units; in Lepsi Division, iU
wzs g follnws: at Vulegbo ond Gulu velhs;, in Bida Ddvigion,
it ves ps follows: ot Hluwon Rota ond Hnﬂtafen units in
Gbangbo Dis"c::‘;i.ci;.l'}8
he demirges coused by these invedling loeusts to favus,
agedn continued ~nd 1t wes in Lhe millions, For inctrnco,
one Wr.e @,%0 Yright renorted, du 1928, thet in tho
fontagors Ddvision, £5 faros woere destroyed, S0 in Rijru
snd %2 ot Kumboohi, In fbujs  Dlvision, it wves 265 fores,
including 95 ferms of guines corn, 79 Jorte of molze o~nd

4G

7?7 forwn of goro, 30 sersigltent weos the inveziome by tie

Locusts rnd very devesting wrs thelr retivities thrt, or
lete +s 1939, the lesident of Niper -wrovince revorted i viag
seeh several sworms of locuste in Lhe nrrshes ot Vedisiu,
Lilknrta eud Lebogl, iHe elso spw pexurlly mroture swarms ot
duresd  ad o cepuloting swora at Yokws, ~11 of wvhich crused

50

1)

i

evtousive demoges to thousnndg of farms
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Tlus, 50 ¢sveanting verc the dowcsies done to forms

tirt the slre-dy precoris 1o food gitu-tion crused by @
¢eononlic deoression beeuame very criticl, “tecording to

an Infora-at, bee-n~e of t:e sten~cin: of the locugts to
the fer ferms gtill under food cros cultivotion, @ ny
farmcre vere simnly relectsnt to grow food cron: for fesr
that they would bec desiroyed by tlhie locusts, 'Mhe resulil
of the dzucges L9 fora: by locusts nd the prrincr lielnlceasm
~ttitude o the fermers towords cultivatlion of food cronms,
there w s o aenozencl reduction in the ovtput of food
thet was roduced, The act rezult wen Tic t the food
suort: ;ee -nd frines vhich were exserienced in Xont. Loor,
Zunge™u, Lut:, Bide cnd spoye - Le-»’ Divisions continvi o
Gelnlesely, The vietins contlnued to be the de:sonts,

who L.od no food £9 2t nd meny of wihio eitaer dicd or

woere ~live but ewinaming in the ocern of imnoverisiment

md nruneris tion, As tlhis juncture, tie ruvestion we
should ddrgas ouraclve~ to in whet were the messures troien
by the =~riticl ¢oloni 1 ruthorities IO-meliorqtc t..o
sitv-tion? fe ve vill ¢ below the major mersure tit
wes token by the eolond-1 svthordities w-r the introduction
of mined f-iwmding, t - oeridd wien w uy s s8-onts were

feeding on Zroes,

cubions i Telzaduction

5.6 Colond i v:ovel
}J » -_T‘J :. ;‘ 2 "‘." -..]..‘..

-

Onc¢ o7 the immedinte develo ri~rt strsicziss designcdd
to rueliorzte tie inv et o tie dooresaion ¢y chcanening

srocuction ~ud thug exrorts wos wixed ferming, It we
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Y.
.

o osystea o autmal usbonary of Thich the ehici festurs

is t.~ suhstituidion of »le ghing witic bullocks for the

_ o , . &

uore Ay, - 1-nd cuitivation wit. a hoe--.‘1
*Croxciing w2 the ratish Coloni~1 ~uthosdcies; the

tr-dition L funming sosies of the nooole ol roritern
fiizord - % g baeod ou ERLfiin, cultivition, “lerchby, tlhe
1rnd L2dn, Tryaed wag eunlidvited 9 weny yoors untill
sucn 7 vins vhen it iwcame Xloausgved pitter whiler it vaos
~liowsd weme yorrs to lie follov In oxider to rezadn Ait':
fertilicvy,”™ Yt u.g lurticr observed ©2: L the Hroblen

[

ok sailody @ eltdvetion wvis tast 14 ey Boacd on low
! acipolovy, nonely, the hond hoe, OSecondly, it wes o' Lorvae
thot tiae systen w-oa vesteful bec.ige it rveguired - cony -
wernble cmovat ox l-m'i.55 Thet tois noint wes th-t it
conld not ve apcctiesd n n rren ties there wrs lond
5.t se, Thug, iz system would hrve to boe resl:ced by
nore inlenzive jpertoaent wetlod of cultivrtion,sq

“he arguirery was furiler wad:z thot aoet couniries of
the world ‘ollowed the ~yoten of uerasnent culitiv-tion
the fundriost-1 vedncinle, it woe ~lieped, veiny tie
vantenpce of poll toriildcy by tiic wee of mwonure, In the
sonthern parte os Nigseric, for ex-mpla, taport {rom
lezehin )y Shere wes no wrablon with en-uring ths Fertility
of tie 20i., Rere vz an reo Oof D0 troviced Jorast
san reinfa’ Y wiere €l decom sueition of veseteole nrtter
el s to m intoin soil fertility.?? On the comtr-ry, in
the Jdovihera port of rizcviz loc-ted in the S-ovenna

greoaslond, tiere wos lov roinf. 1l -nd proen monuring vus
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uncuwmon for thie monure to be found in thids ~res wes
aroviced from the Jul ni c&ittle, Here the nroblea wis
beins yorsened by thc cinose ¢ mtiruwms crospins, in ¢
sita-tion of imcrersing >oml ‘tion, ‘The fertility i tusz
s0il wrs besng serinucly alffected vhich led to »oor cra-
rvturus.56 it wos furilier srguad th i “the comuetition
of cconomic cre .o cueh as cotton ¢ad groundiute witl: the
requicvencats 0F fe2d cro .: wase becowinz m 1':edd eoand
tit a more beirneed form of sericulture licd to be

cvolved:

i1 & o Lisfretory socicl - dvrucenent wes to he

J

s%uured.’7 Muws, for ouerasnent Zoworovement tue tole »nlrce

in t.» tr<ditionnl system of ciltivrotion, mome I of
~uin: 1 husbsndry muct be introdvend -td tast the ~louwgh
woe gl il-rly to be introducoed -~g on iavelueble cdjunci
to cniwsl hucbondry,

48 £ follow-ua, exveriment:cl stoticne were estobli-led
at Semoru, Gono ound Ilorin in order tc cerry out excri-
monts on veriovs petlods of cultivation of food cad cosn
croaa,_the rot ‘tion ¢! rnrooss, cifferent systems of
m nuring, livegtock groblems.ﬁg Other studies were cerricd
out on the foedins of -nimrls under tho concitions of
n-tive foras, differont breedi of astock for milk -end
on the frrm iamlenents nd the =r-nuf-cture o7 foaraysrd
monure, HMorcover, C~stories for Lle wrnui-cture o wooden
sloughs rxnd sm, 11 ir-Jn59 vere ect~lLlished egnd melected
herds of crttle ast.blished =t S~:1-m «nd Kepo with sypeclcl
livestock frme beinpg ginilorly locotes 2t Shik:s end

Ilorin,
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ATuer adeqrats information had been gotliered irmi,
thena cxeriwents, 1t usg then decided ¢ ~cewire far.s
in ordey to Jreoilde:line tle oraulte, he fesnlt oi -]
thoare was the evelation of - system of wired J:ruin, ot

[ otaabed

FD 0 - £ - L] .
., Tt v &8 only froee the 17%Ws, vt ~titomta cexv

m-ae o extend the amiied firming system to othexn o-rts :f
Hortiern lii-eri-,

In Iger orovince iteelf, the -tterat to iatroduce
nixed fainming in thie sres wos initi-lly notl welcored by

Resideni Boclewrll, Mor accordin: o him, “the gcnere)

o .d:idoa of wlie detive 'uthoritize of tiixr arovince with
which 1 ~m in sgrecniont 45 th £ the sresent iz not the tine
tof Lhe introdvcetion ¢! wixed fqvningﬁ.61 fesident
Deecwy 1 gove tio aein recsons for hie or.osition to
cixed £ ain;,

In t.ie Ulral place, ac made it knovr ti-t ncne of
tite Wrtive rarinigioritlons dn Riger Hrovince vere in tlw
oeitdon €90 muorsatee the ncceszgry exwenditnra.az R
furileer strted T X he w8 wode to uneerstoid Luct tae
convricution:s frer the Worthern Coloni-) Governwest to the
DEOvEnez would ~ot o rogeld e ~anunsl sayacnie, but coniri.
butinaz Lo . suizt tie svovince to tide sver o difficnit
nexrlod, ¢ continwed by ¢ ~iming thet tar -romossl of tiu
Mrector Jof . riculiurc 27 the dovthern ‘wovinco appearcd
to bc of a far morc poim-nezt noture rnd fearcd throt Hotive

sdininipir~tiona would notv se -bl. to continmie tiwedr
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contrivotions vithout -eriously affcciing their resouriie,

Noplaert B ckw-ll, then concluded by siyin:s th-t it ie

considelca ddr.dy uacdersir: Vic to unlertche nay committ-

ment s, warelh in 11 wrobobility would in » short tise, be

beyond tiie reiourcas of the Hetive Adadodetr: tions to

: ag

coptinue, -
“he seconn e Em CiVan by “eaidenc Tackwell, sgodinsd

tie Aniti-1 introdvetion of mixed i-~rming wes in his vords,

an

dtlhae remvlt woulad ne of doubtiul bapefits, According

to biu, vae = ln crolre sr:ova in the srovince weie “food

cxone' ad thast tud rices of thcme over tiuc y- F hed

follen L-p boLor ccononic wolucs due to “over--rrudnetion’,

He ronclucerd by aeying iy t =-n incre-e«d roducticon of

the ¢ crore viiclh vould ve the n . tur-l outecome of widac

foradng would tend Lo cccentucie the lovness oo whus }r*;:s.sﬁ
Towsvsr, irgsite of the initisl ov~ouition to the

introcduction of mix.d fsoruing in Wiger =wrovince, the

awwodizet won Initisted A3 cvery effort v w-de Lo engure

tist seo:lec -donbed it, Yhus, ip 1932, it wro storted

in "ontogore, with tho Yadr tekins the le~d by buying o

66

sough »r.d ~ yoe of ouen, e srstem woe pimil rly

extenued to Tid wheve it's iair voo resorted to hive
k3 L iy 27 . ; 67
avni-Loed mivar fouea vt P[ough q.8 vstile,
In ordar te zarcner ancour-so #40'c reule to toke
o wix=2dr £ Tudng,, tae Uoloni 1 cuthorit nixed
farming Adva.ce 7cc_unt Scheme 1o 173, Tous, {oruers
w0 could not duren e Lihe suvtoacnts nesded, were iven

-

fa rdveace on future yofits o7 1 to 1,107 -~nd ther
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were to rudcy the andvence in four yecrly inst- lments,

viici included » hiring chrrge of 5 percent.7o

“hen the mixed f-risang fdvence fccount Schene wvrs

st rited in 9%,

liere werc gbout seventeen ooilic ats,

end the iuitizl smount dewosited under the scheme by the

coloni=l -utaorities in ddn Tdvision -aounted to hOO.?1

Thisz cmount wos grously

odecuste for eeventeen (17)

sadlicenta o sl:rt mixed forming with telk less of

polving tho eritierd

wablen of foxines,

Wowevc?, over

the vears, the sumber ef r 'vlic-~tions incrersed ond by

1940, ~bout £4C00 wrS

in the Tidg Divisgion -lone.

bein; sarmirked, undel thoe sclhens,

Insrite of tliiese messures, ~n exrain-tion of the

over«tion of tae mixed frraing svstem in Ni er

chovad that 1L ves a foeilure,

Pirst of il the const of
too high for the ne, siniry Lo
wes es tinnted thet -bout €10
recquirec for - oepscnt to buy

needed, 'This, . ccording to =»

the totsl ¢-sh esrnings vhich
2 seriod of two to
furtlicr componnded
eyt in

fodizy during the dry

wo2, as5cin, Teyond the meang

ramorctod

Vil

congidersd ty be preclit worthy,

chree yeors,

by tihe fact th

o)

thrt even owong those

wovinoca,

stirting nixed f:rous wee
nfford.7’ For excrudle it
in casih or credit wee

the bullocks and tue plougsn
resort, vwes equivalent.to

the
73

nesgmnt obt-~ined betweon
The wenblen, wes

£ the snin " hed to be

secuon ot o~ hagh cost, which

" the pe =unts, ioreaver, it

E&0Mle wild vere

thore wes a high f-ilure
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1

Yeoio wiach, An iome ¢rges wes estiuntced e hove gheer v

4.

30 -ergent, 7

Thus, becruice of the high costs dnvelved in steorting
snd mosntcining o wixed form, it wee notl surprising thet
onl, few :easle took to it., Por Instonce, slthough the
ryste. 0f mixed fyraing bei.n in Kont: jore imirrte in
1937, yet, Ly 1946 Laere wer: only 6 wmixed f:rmer6?5

e
o Pigave viailell fuglier redvced 10 L, by 19hL.X’ In
Minme wlrcbe, tas sLory was the wrme, ¥or, as lote @
1§{5, thers var-: onl . 3 pl:ad i_;pe;;.)7
"t is f0 &, o0 eXealr tlon 0r the 21 g coucomntiom

of tiwre vae | cturlly t 0l to sixeld feraing 3z interesting.
For lurtence, 2f tue & alixed f-rus in ¥ontrgcor ¥adlevst2
hy VLo, ouly Z were ouaca LY commoners, while tLe remalnlng
vere Jmeq V7 the EBmir ond o Villeoge herd.?s “& iy in
Vinne Tmicrte of the 9 wixed feras in the ~rec by 1946,
orly 5 rerc cwmoG Ly comimoners wihile tue remaining 4 weso
cvmed. hy the riir, Fotive Authorities Ofiiciecls ond 2
Yill-ge Hnad.7§ “hi~ w.o ths clw@ss couositd oi tho-e
who ciunlly took €+ mixed forming, which romnted one
suthor to zivke the v~lid ols=rvetion th' i the mixed forain
systvu sag elitict in ﬁnqcticrg?iﬁf theorx.ﬁo

"~
.

According o ecun infoomoat, eveall oaong, <hese “ho
incrersot tholr eodvction o7 ¢rowe throwgh tie mived
lexiny ry~tan, ey received increoszingly lowr» ~oices
Por their cfforts, udch sromated ore colonirl officer o

u: <@ “hd lengtiy croitdclam Ch b
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e »re 1old th t uixed farming ic tue only
hope of leveloning the »gricultursl ve~lth
of the nrovince, ‘hat does this weelth
consist 0i? The wretched [rraer hos seen
the introduction cof eotton (n? zZroundnuts
a8 uis ~gricviturrl weslth, his =rofited by
it »d hee secen the volme of this ve2lth
wrrduclly deciine vith incre-sed roduction,
uztii neitaer cron is worth the l-tour of
caliiv~tion, The cguestion ~rises tler-fore
viethery we =r2 introducting mixed f-rming
in order to 11 ve Lon groundinuts grow where
one grew before ~nd liacreasc the sren under
¢cotiton,., HOre sroduction of groundnuts
@ votiton 11l1ll only kel to lozxr the
lresdy low orics of the. ¢ croas,.. Yhat
tuen ..rc we otteommiiars®, It would smauesr
th-t our «im is (o introdnece ~ foreign
svstem 07 I .rmip~ which if uncontrolled,
will result in lorge are.c beins cultiv. tad
~ad 1lorse ¢20y being reaned Tor viilch
ther: ~re no moarkets, '"That then?iz,

It uns therefore not v srising thit in the 1940s,
most of the existing mixee Trrms still in operstion veve
being closged dovn, For instence, in 1941, the dezonrirs-
tion form at "geile wis ordercd to be closed (= “It is wost

]
unlikely tihct mi%ed fernins will ever trken on there"”}
cnd thot the funds reouired to run it could be used for
better ourjpose clsewh~is, In Jont. gors Livision, it woe
tite some story, for 5 one renort observed,

SJavsort for nixed [ ruin: hes been
Iniawsrm Mly. Suere reurins osnly one
£ raer m ging genuline tteant., The
rensinver yve vaern I-r Jors irtercsted
ln f tocning thelr critle for =-lc thin
in lookivy ~dior theilr fFaruws; L?
exuest one f.vn n-ve Liuorefore becn
cloged dovm, 3k

“hus, the only m jor comcrete affort by tle Coloni 1

cutiioricies far svamul ting sgricultur-l sroduction frilcc,
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Thi~ me nt . thrtl thoe poverty and impoverisiment of i
peessnts continesd Lelilecsly snd Loselesely, o situstiu
wvitica, o we ghrll see ‘n the next chontor, further
deteriorsted as a dircet consequence of the second imoerinl

wee whieh wos foulht detween 1939 erd 1945,
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CH.ik TER SIX

COLONIL KULE .ND F.Miwes IN NIGER FROVINCE:
THE SECOND WORLL WaR. 1939 — 1945,

6.1 INTROLDUCTION

We demonstrates in earlier chapters that there were
certein udiscrons: mechanisms vwithin the pre-Colonial
modes of production of Niger Province which cushioned th-
impact of famines in tho period before colonial rule.

But colonizlism, sclectively deformed them via the
monatization of the cceonomy, introduction of taxation,
encouragement of Cash crop preduction, transformation of

the pre-colonial land tcnure system and the destructicn of
the Local craft industry. The net result of these was
incessant famines and peasant impoverishment. But this
situation was worscned by the out break of the world
economic depression between 1929 and 1933. Moreover, the
perioc, coincidcentally, witnessed the invesion of the

arcs by swarms of locusts which critically escalatec th.
famines fomines alrendy storted by the depression. W
therefcre arquea that contrary to being cerused by locusts

as it is often traditionally explained, the world economic
depression was the resl "locust®, ,which caused and efcutely
worsened the famine. It was the sbility of th
cnlonial authorities to rec~gnise this, that led them to
device certain measures in 2n apparent, though unsuccessful,
attempt te arrcst the large scale hunger which had
completely consumed Niger Province. Without food, thousands

of people begen to suffer from under-nutrition and
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ma‘almz’c.rj.t.‘I,-:m.‘1 The result of this was that discases 1ik:

Kwsshicrkor and Maremum took ‘er, with the vast majority
of the people (children) an.  ult 5y1ng.2 This meant
the massive loss of the labour force, which was nct only
hecause ~f the high mcertalit. and death rates, but because
thase whoe "Survivec" became useless either tr themselves
ar to the sneierty. The result ~f this was that the farms
continue” to remain uncultivatad, worsening the famine
pra~lem that ha’ enqulfed the entire province. Thus, in
the en”, thes picturc we get is thet towar- s tho clcse »f
the 1930s, the peasantry of Migcr province, sank ~eeprr
into the ~cean of impoverishmoent, poverty an? fisecas=z.

In this chapter, we scck to cemonstratc that the
imp-verishment of the pessantry in iger province continusd
an LbLecame mcre scvare up to the enc ef cur period of
stucy in 1345. [his last zimensicn of it was brought
about by the impact ~f the second imperial war which
was fought bLetwecen 1939 on- 1945; and resulte” in the
total mobilisation of the lezcur, humer and material
rescurces of the are~. ‘Thesc worsened the precarious
state of a peasentry that was alreedy impoverished and

“isease’.

6.2 tobilisation of Labour Forced Labour
on _the Flateau Tin Mincs,

The vericd of the gre~t Eurnpean war batween 1939
and 1945 witnessed ancther occassion for massive
mobilisaticn of laeb~ur in Niger province on 2 scalc

greater than during the railw»y construction. This 1.¢ to



..

. - TN =

the re-introcduction cf forced labour in the tin mines »n
the Jos Plateau after it'- Y tial abolition" in 1933
which, agein, cleerly rever.,=c “he hysocrisy of the
celonisl gcvernment, This is because in 1931, a colonrnial
conference was convened to deliberate on the issue of
forced labour in reaction to the gener2l convention on
forced labour. The ocutcome of *he confererce was the
enrctment, in 1933, <f the Forced Labour erinance.3

’n examination of the previsions of this crdinance,

3

revealed the doubl: standard «f the colanial gevarnment on
the issus of the asbelition of forced labour. For instance,

s

]

ction 3 eof the ordinence ompeowered Native Authorities in

the protectoratc »f Northern Nigeris to exsct labcocur for

the maintenanc:z ~f native buildings, uscd fer communal

purpnses, stnitary measures, cleaning of local road paths,

repaliring town or villege fences, digging ang conktruction

of wells and such other mincr communal services in the

direct interest of the inhabitants of the town or villages

2e may be prescribec ty requlation made by the Governor

in C_‘ouncil.4
but section 4, en the othor hang stipulated. she

punishment tc be meted cut to those whe exected forced

labour. Thus, eccording to it:

any »erson who exacts forced labour or

cruses fcrced labocur to be exacted for

his banafit, shall ke liable tc

imprisonment for tw- ycars or to a

fin: of five hundred pounds or both
a7 theso p-_-.n-*litix:s..ﬁ
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Thus, #n incrwasa of 2F g2rcent in the production of tin
was a2imed at in order to meet the various requirements for
which tin was to be used during the war.7 It was within
this contuxt that furced 17w was vigorously pursued
during the second world w'r, especially, in the Jos
Flateru tin mincs. This be< me inevitable in order to
sclve the problem of the great demand for labour as a
result of the difficulty of bringing in imported machinery
Aduring the war, a2nd also t- el su 2 that che targetted
figure cof tin producticn was met. .

It was in the pursuit of the ~bmve, that each cf the
northern previnces was rcecquircd te send » specific numkber
cf labour racruits a2nd scme quantity of fecod tc the tin
mines. This new demands {¢r labour was greater than what
cccurrec €furing the carlier pericd of railway ccnstruction,
w8 usual, the Emirs, “istrict and village heads, all
played decisive roles in the recruitment of and holding
of labcur on the mines field by recrulting and sending
thelr representatives to the mines tec check deserters and &
ensure that their subjects worked hard. The method of
recruiting labour for the tin mines by the Emirs, District
an? Village heads was lasically similar to what obtelnec
during the perind of the mctilisation of forced labocur for
the constructicn ~f the rallways and for the Plateau tin
mines in the efrliar paricd,

First of 211, they were informed of the labour quot»

demanded ¢nd 21luted to their arcoas. They, in turn,
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informed their peocple of the labcur required, In ordecr
te ensure the participation of the people, the Emirs,
district and villag: hearis “arted by explaining to
their surhjects why the .oattep's lrbour was required
which included out right lies. Fer example, the Chiefs,
Emirs and District Hcads wera2 tcld without their subjects
gning t~ work in the tin ficles, Cermany would win the war
and they, =211 wculd be killzd., Secondly, that failure
t» supply the labour cdem=znce o) the crloniclists would
compell the latter t~ grrssly incrzese the rete of trxes
anc lower prices frr possant oroducc. Morceover, those
who "voluntarily"” agrecei to o0& recruitesd were usually
proris=d that their farms, back home, would be well
"token cere of" and thet thieir wives and children would
be considered for "exemotion' frcm taxatiocn. However,
the people were nct convinced about these. It wes for
this reascn thet the emirs, district and village heads
had to recruit them by force to work in the tin mines.
Thus, msny nenple were forcibly rounded up and taken to
the mines fiecld, withcut - ther membars of their familieas
knowing thoir wh(reahnutus

In reactirn &t~ the forcible cnlistment nf labhour,
the peaples of Nigec provincy, 4id onc or two things.
First of 211, thase ~f th:.um wh» wantes t» oscape service
and had moncy, priberi some Netive /Juthority Officials
which, in mcst casas, am unted tc about £5.9 Or

receiving these hrikes, the 1ncal officials declared

ol

their clients as physically unfit or toc old and,
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therefore, ~xemptcd fro, ~-nscription., /7t any rate,
they had to meet the previncial quota., Consequently, it
pegan te be noticed that sume cfficials were sending cld and
defarmed werkeérs to thzs nminorti 1¢ in place of those who
had bribed the former. Fir in November 1942, Mr. J.J.
Embertcen, in a letter t- the fesident of Niger Frovince,
revealed interalia tnet...” Complaints have been made to
me by employers that scmc baotches of conscripted labour,
sent to the Platcau have contr i ' men, who had te be
sent to Hospitel soun ofter thelr ~rrival and were probably
unfit“.10

The second form ¢f reaction ta the recruitment of
frrced labour on the tin mines was, #s usu=l, emigraticrn
from the province by s me pecnle. This, as we have shown
marlier, wag 2 recuring phenemencn started with the
inceptiosn of British c-lonialism which Alspessessed the
pzople of their fertile lands, nver-burdened them with
high taxatior, and fnorc.od them te surrender thelir
labcur. The period of the sccond world war witnessed
increased »nd incessant migraticns 2s a result of the
geplcrable situation in Niger province. The areas to which
they migrated were the Fleteas minesfield and the cocoa
fields tu teke up full wags employment. We must
emphasise that 2r2n in thes, arcees to which they migrated,
conditions were ~lso harsh, hut were conly mere telersble in
compariscn with the extreme conditions in Niger prcvince.
For inst»nce, the anrual Report of Bide Ulvisieon for 1944,

reported that the population of Bida Civision decrcaszd
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from 196,705 in 1943 to 492,176 in 1944, which was
attributed to ermigration cue to the demands for labnur™.
igain, in 1945, it wes rep-rted thet /buja Emirate
exparisnced a Adecrerse f T . in population, especially
in Kujc district fr-m whers migraticn was reported to

the Keffl »and Nassarawa Emirat:s, which were arees of low

texation rates.a’

However, 1t must be emphasised that inspite of the
above, thcusends of people were mobilised from Niger
province to work, not only in the few mines flelcds within
the Nigcer province, vuty; mere importantly, on the Jos
Flateau. The majurity cf the conscript labourers from
Niger province who wers largely illitreate 2nd who snoke
no English bzlcnged to the categery of wage labourers
whe were classificd as unskilled and they were mainly
cngaged in digaing (Fick), shivelling and head-pan wcrk.13

On the minesficlds, thaz labourers usu2lly worked in
gangs und=r a headman whe was pald a hasic wage plus a
small commission for the number of labcurers under his
charge.14 Howevear, for the maji~rity of weorkers engagec
in digging, shovelling and head pan work, the situation
was onc of 2xpleitation of their lahour. For instance,
commenting abcut the exploitotive nature of the peyments
nn the Plateau tin ficlds, ospecially, with regards to
the contract system, Mangvwat, nad this to say:

In this system the labourers were pald
s~ much pecr cubic yfrds cf escavated
esrtn cerried away tc a dump or an
embarkment forming 2 cam. The payment
was made tce the heacmen of the

perticular group, whe in turn shared it
out to the labeurers, those digging
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received the hi-h~:t pay, follcwed by

shovel workersy wlle the headpan workers,

mostly women :z. 0 edolescent, received

the least pay.15
Mangvwat further argued that the wages paid tc these
categury cf wage labourcer  + -e the lowest, a situaticn
made worst by the fact that it kept changing according
to merket concditions and alsc tec the rake-cff which must
ke pa2id to labour brokers, often, s¢ as to retain
employment. However, the wages weare paid weekly, espe- ‘,
cielly, on Saturdays. Baf-re the depression of 1929-31,
thaese amcunted to abcut 6s8.6¢ we 2kly per adult labourer.16

In February 1943, trh: British Ministry of Supply

appraved 2 preonoasal to pay 2 bonus of 13 for each month
~f supply satisfactory scrvice to crnscript labourers
wrrking on the minesfield, that 1s, 4s at the 2nd of ths

17 But thare is nc indicaticn

ncrmal pericd of 4 meonths.
that this was actuzlly paid. The appalling cenditions of
the miners on thce Jos tinfields have bezn graphically
brought out by Bill Freund, when he said that:

The heslth facilities of the minesfield

were grossly inadequate... so few were

the hospital Leds that the Flateau,

unlike other mining zcnes in British

Waest ofrices could not be designated as

& terget labcur henlth orea... 18
In the comps, it proved impossible te honzur the regulati~r
which limitecd the »ccupation of huts to two men each,
Overcrowding, coupled withesevere strain on the limited
sanitory facilities and expusure, was alsc a sericus
czusc uf,1llness and depth., Men, frequently had to work

stzadily from 7.00 a.m t» 4 p,m in water and mud, thrcough

rains. So eppalling wer:s the conditions that in 1943,
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the Emir of Kontagor» received threc lettnrs.lg from

his representative an the rinesfield in Jes, by name,
Mallsm 7udu, in which tae labourers from Kontagora
comeslained ahout the hard work being alloted to them.
They also allcual: that wo..d was not always available
and that they had, at times, to go without cooked food
for two days for lack of it. Similarly, they complained;
that although they were told -: at the value of their food%;
would be at the rate of 2s.6d per week, yet, 6Jd a day was
being deducted from their wages. Finally, they complained
that a2lthcugh the government had under taken to prévide
a blanket for each labourer because of the cold climate
of the Jos Plateau, yet, the cost of the klankets were
being deducted from their wages.
iccording to Bill Freund, the major problem was that
of inadequate rations.zo The labourers were provided with
eight pounds of grain per weck which was reised to tweive
pounds in 1943. Although in 1943, attempts were made to
improve on the diet of the workers by providing them with
two pounds of meat per wecek, including fruits, vegetables an
salt, yet, "the food was always in short supply and especia-
1ly lacking in salt and protein".21
The net impact cf the appalling conditions of the
labourers was that many of them suffered from diseases like
small pox, celebrospinal meningitis and others like Guinea-
worm, Fneumoniz, brcnchitis, jaundice, dysentary, dierrhoea

and veneral disease. The result was that hundreds and,

possibly, thousands cf them dieds For instance, between
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October 1942 and Lecemo-t 943, Niger province recorded
59 deaths eamong it's labcurers on the Flateau tin minesy22
This fiqure was far from .cc ate and could have been
higher, since it took nc accour: of feaths or permanernt
i1llness after the return .{ the conscripts to their homes
and those that must have died working on the minesfie ¢
located within Niger Frovince itself.

Late, in 1943, it was decided by th« Ministry of Supply
to issue the workmen's compensation ordinance.23 Indt, 1%
was observed that the gompensations were necessary in view
of the fact that conscript labourers were compelled to leave
their homes to work on the mines, in a climate to which trey
were not accustcmed, and whare they were exposed to a far
greater risk of sickness than in their own surrounding-2{
It was therefore decided that where a conscripted labcurer
died, and his death wes certified by a mediceal officer tc ke
due to sickness or disease attributable to or aggravated by
the compulsory service of the cdeceased, a compensaticn ¢f 210,
shall be payable to his dependents by the deceased employers.z
However; the same workers compensations ordinance statac that
"deaths due to natural and not accidental causes are nn*
covered by the provisions of the work men's ordinance"..26
In other words, if & labourer died, it was only the cclonlial
employers, whc determined whether his survivors were to be
paid the £10 compensation since it was they who certified

whether he died of natural or accidenthl causes. In this

regard, it should be noter that from the accounts of som=»
3
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of my infcrmants,27 the tc_onial employers refused to pay

the £10 compensation to the survivors of dead labourers, on

the convenient excuse that th died of natural causes. These
then, were some of the harsh, Brutal, and exploitative
conditions under which labourers from Niger and other provinces
were subjected to in the tin fields on the Jos Plateau during
the second world war. But apart from the forced recruitment

of labourers for the Plateau tin mines, tfe peoples of Niger
province were also forcibly cor sgr nted to serve in the colonial
army as soldiers, carriers e.t.c. We examine this briefly

immediately.

6.3 Mobilisation of Human Resources: The Military

tpart from the mobilisation cf labcur for the minesfield
during the war, the colonizl authorities alsoc enlistecd the
services of the peoples of Niger province into the army cn a
grand scale. This was not the first time that the peoples of
the areas had taken part in a war that was essentially
between the European countries. For during the first imperial
war of 1914 - 1918, many Nigerians, including those from Niger
province, toot part in military campalgns in such areas llke
Togoland and East Africa. But the second world war witressed
a greater mobilisation cf the peoples of Niger province at a
period when the vast majority of them were already swimming in
the ocean of impoverishment, poverty end disease.

When the second imperial war began in 1939, the ceclonial
army, that is, the British West ~frican Frontier force

(B.W./wF.F) was re-porganisec¢ band Nigeria provided cne of
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it's brigades. It was, howiver, not long before two new
battalions were formed and the majority of the troops were
from the Northern part of Nigeria (i.e. from the so=-called
martinsl communities of the Een.e und the Niger provincea.?a)
Nigerians fought in different parts of the world. For
instance, some of them fought in Egypt, Palestine, Libya,
Morocco, Sicily and Naples from November 1943 to late 1947.
/gain, about 60,200 of them in the 81st anc 82nd West African
Divisions were in active service in Burme from July 1943 to
the end of the war. Moreover, Nigerians in the 1ri West
‘frican Brigade fought in Italian East /’frica, from July
1940 ’ugust 1914.29

The mode of recruitment in Niger province was as follows:
The colonial officers first decided on the number of recruits
they needed, This was passed on to their local agents i.-.
the District Heads. The latter subsequently summoned their
people out for a meeting during which they informed their
pecple of the need for them to become fully involved in the
war against the "énemy" by offering themselves for military
service. The District Heads used different tactics to ensune
that people came forward for enlistmen:. {2y announced to
the people the asttractive cunditions which they would enjoy
in the service. These included, free uniforms, fat
remunerations, free feading, hitch free and ccrfortable to
30

Europe, leave with pay, free heaslth and medical treatment.

Cther supposed "benefits" were that the soldiers' farms would
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be taken care cf, whil» their families, back home, would
be given 2llotment, pa’ 1l:ss tax and even Le exempted
from political labour. g2in, the Cistrict Heads
especially in the areas cccupied by +ke Cwari, Iinvnked
the fear cof impending "“rdomianaiion" of one group by the
cther in order to get sunmg~rt. For instance, the Gwarl
people were deceived inte figh*ing by their chiefs when
they were informed that the Hausas were coming to re-
astablish their hegemony cver them. Thelir chiefs tk..n,
passionatezly, appealed tco trhe® to follow the whites to
fight against the Hpusas in wrder to protsct the land
of their forefathers. Fowever, the Gwaris, rather than
being la¢ to fighe *he '""»usas were lced to Europne to
ficht a2 purely EBuropecan wer.s1

Still, in order tc supplement the efforts of the
uistrict Heads in the enlistment drive, 2 reccruiting
party accompanied by # full regimental band and & morile
cinema, toured parts of the province.Bz It wes explesined
to the people that if they refusecd te fight along with
the British against the G:zrmans, Hitler woculd conquer the
lands of the peoples of Niger province, take their wives,
and the rest of them, lead them into slavery.

What must be emph~siscd at this point is that,
although in seme inst-nces, tha celonial Authorities
assistec Py their leccecsl =2g=nts, forcibly recruited
people, yet the premise of improves” conditions of life
attracted many young men 43 voluntarily submit themselves

for enlistment into the calonial army Auring the war,
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2nd recrults turned up £-om 211 the Livisions in the
province. f{lthcugh w: .~ not,; as yet, have a complcte
list of the numbers recruites vetween 1939-45, figurcs ¢
for thisc that were anli:. t-r some of the years c=n
be given. For insta2nce, in 1944, Kontagnre Livision,

2lone contributed ~bout 20”0.33

Our investigation #1so
revealed that thousan” s wore racruited from cvery other
Dgvision in the prevince y-=rrly., But te Zuru sre»
appeared to have bcen the me .~ fertile recruitment
groun® in Niger province. For pcenard@ing to a report,
the Zuru area, continuzd t» supply » constant flow of
good men inte the army ~nd that the total number of ths
Dakkarkari and kindr:- "tribesmen" reopresentecd some
20 percent of the mel: population of recruitable 2ge -
a recorc which the rapocrt =21sc claimed had no match
except, possibly, in the Numan area of sZdamaws prcvince,?'4
The repurt, proceeded to say that the Zuru ares, was
contributing a2bout 4,000 ~nnually, so that, at ~ny given
pericd, this arez pr.vircc move then four - fiths of the
total scldlers enlistzd from Niger province.

however, we must p.uint cut thet inspite of the
apparent enthusiasm shown by the peceples of Niger province,
in general, and the 2Zuru peopl=2, in particular, in
enlistitg into the c'1+'ni"1 ~rmy, during the second
imperinal wer, the excercise 1tself, recelved some
cpmnsiticn. This hes Yeen c nfirmecd both by the oral

an” the cclonirl sources.
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For instence, in the course of our reseesrch, we were
informec that some perple wore wise erough to have
realisec thet the promises «f improved conditions cor
henefits, made tn thcom, wera bogas anf ther,consoquently
deviscd some methors in oroar 0 escape or fFesart it
whan'tho actunl fighting st:rterd., Firstly, the coleonial
recruiting cffic~rs were mir. intarosted in recrulting
ycung men of hetween the ~g=8 of 17 »nd 25 - a group which,
they hrelieved, constituted a bettzr fighting group. Wh=n
people rerlised this, they Lec n .¢ rieclare fRlse ages,
claiming tc be either lass than the recruiting age or
nlder, in orcder to escap.< enlistment. Jccording to my
informant, this methud was vzry successful since the
recruiting cfficers had nt way of cdetrming people's ages.
/inocther methud deviscd tu oscape enlistment was by hiding
in the bushes perman=ntly. Thus, according tc my infcr-
marts,35 many pecple stays< in she bushes throughcut the
duration cf the war. &tven then, those, who were eventually
enlisted had their ~wn tricks toco. Some of them becan
to use false names. The use nf falsa names made it
difficult for the col~nizl authoritiss to trace them back
tn their villeges after deserti n.

ts we pninted nut ahb.ve, the celeonial sources also
“ncumented the peoples rpposition to military conscrip-
tion, Thus, for examzle, the /nnua2l Roport of 1943 clained
that recrultment, especislly, in the Bicda Division was

"as usual spasmndic an porr and the army continuad te
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remain unpopulAr with tace Nupe who did not respond
favourably to the frequent appeals.35 Inother report,
claimed that "elsewhere in the province and particularly
am>ng the Nupes and Gwarie t'n military instinct is leoss
proncunced"ﬂ37 Finally the Annual Report cf 1940, head this
te say ¢n tho questicn of the negative response and, thus,
cppesition to enlistment intc the cclonial army, especially
by the Nupe anc Gwari-

The number recruited shnuld nct alone be

taken as an indiceticn ¢* the loyalty cf

its pecple. The tribes of this central

province of which the Nupe and Gwari

tribes with their sub=divisions ccmprise

mcre than half the population have

never «-n their own admission been

fighters. 38
The same report went further tc stete that they did not
come ~f fighting stock and that they wvery much reqretted
their inability to make good soldiers. Furthermore, the
report alleged that the Nupes and Gwaris claimed that they
were not trained in the use of arms and the brutal severity
of modern warfare, which they hear, is beyond their compre=-
hension and power »f endurance.39

Hewever, inspite of the general opposition to militery

conscription, thcusands -f ycungmen turned up for enlistmeni
intc the colonial army t.. fight the secnnd imperial war
between 1939 and 1945. Those who were found suitable by
the colonial recruiting «fficers were taken away for

training 2t centres where they spent between three and

six months, after which they were taken abrcad to fight
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the war. There, they served in varlous capacities as

carricrs, croks, combat.n s, watchmen, carpenters, hakers,

tailors, Arivers, electricians, clerks, signalsmen e.t.c.
Hewever the mobilisatior cf “he human rescurces of Niger

province towards prosecuting the second world war went hand

in hand with themmobilisaticn of the material resources of the

area, especially, money and on which we now offer a few

remarks.

6.4 Mcbilisation of ﬁaterials_?esourceg: iloney

We have already ~hserved that 1in order to prosecute
the European war of 1939 - 1945 the British colonial government
embarked on the total mobilisation of the human resources of
Niger province to engage in the actual fighting in Eurcpe and
to work in the tin fields on the plateau respectively.
However, those inhabitants of Niger province who were left
behind either because they were too young or nld to perfrorm
the tasks expected to them, were required to make major
sacrifices towards the prosecuticn of tne war. They were to
make monetary contributicns.

Before thils time, mcnetary exaetions from the peoples
of Niger province only tock the form of heavy and arblfrary
taxation which, as we demonstated earlier, was oppressive
and explcitative; anc which contributed to the already
deplourable state of the peasantry. However, during this
period, a new dimension of monetary exactions in the form of

contributions to the war effort only served the purpose of



cortribution : €o the wor cffort only served the suraosc
of fin 1ly ailling the olrcady imoroverice.ed end noverty-
stricien =eas ntry of whatever “1ittle® they hod isit,
efter neying the w nelly heovy taxes,

In orver bt reise Lhe mo 1es needed ror the
nrosecution of Lke war, v. rions wor tunds were initistec
znd l..wunched not only ir Nifer =Hrovince, but in the cutive
colonicl diceri~ during the wor, Thun, there varc the
Ful-srd war ¥andé, the vin the Lar Fund, Jiger srovince
i ater Fond, Wigerizs: Truons Cmfortsund 2:d the
uigeria uer jltelief iurd,

The fulesni ar Fond, wes initi.i=d in 19#2“” cad

v g aode uo of contributicaus by tic nomrdic Wulcrnis,
The coutridations of tire nomrdic Ful-nie to this fund
vans ¢t Lhe rote of one peany wer he.d of critle which
wes nid snpucslly vuen the J 'ngeli census was comulete
in July of esciu yuar,

in 1240, vhe Viger province ficghter fund uessg iorurd,
tecorarry; to itdz ovg uisers, it we ~imed ot reisiag
fuirthier money to sssist the wver eiiort of the .ritish
Fmire on tie b sis thet the “time a~d come to r ire o
fund for the sctive ovosccution of tle war, )

e Jiger ar Reli~d Fund vios onened in September
1955, noticerhly, ». the very beginnins of tha war,
fecording tu the colondiel officicls, this Fund wis being
redesd in order to ~relicf’ the sufferings of the weople

couged by the inr, Lovever, this camounteé vo ~hear
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aypocrigy since it wes the sare uwonetery exsctions tin
coi:tributed Co the suf erings in the rirst inztance,
ein the Nigerinm Troons Comforts Fund, wes

initi:tca ©o srovide Comiarts for the fighting croopz
and c¢ron sdult aclde reid one sailling > r hesd yearly
vhroughovt tie asvovince into this fund, Finrlly, there
wos the 'in the 'z Fund, for viieh every sdult a-le poid
cne 7eni'y Her hesd, in the case of the ;epn.nts.qa

Tho smount of suecece s th-t was vecocrded vy the
veriowe funds con e domcnsirnsted hy tlue huge caaounts
realiced;, For ingt.ouece, tie ige-io V. Ralief Fund
wedsh vos eafsulished in Sentember 1939, renliced 2 toiel
of £405,257 -4d=5d for the entire dizarie at the end of
bae first ye r, thet is, 30th e tember 1$40.%7 1y
the ond ¢f the secone yesr (Seniember, 30th 1941), the
total hod re-chad tiue sum of iﬁB,EC?"IO$«3d,45 Towsris
the cad of the third yerr (3rd Sentember, 1942), the
totzl omount collectdu for tne yersr rcse to £37,724
resching ~ veak of g90,L75 three wontrs later, in
Deccaker of the s-me ve:ry for the entire Liberia.hs

trorvecier, by Lhe twme the ijer ‘rovince fighter
Pund wound noy ¢a tae Sth J nuery, 1941, the total
contribution in j'izer "rovince wrs 51,u;?.h? in tiie case
of the 'in the '2r Funn, the totsl ~rount collectea for
the srov.nce oy the sccond holf of lay 194, snmounted to
soout 2,000 mode un ~¢ follows: wNontggors Division,

83%1-118=34, Lida pDiviesion £117-12g=3d; ‘goie &£ $6-1%55-54;
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Minne Tivieion, £ 553--98-4d -nd fbujn Division £:99-8s.-7,
Oy 1940, the Lice Tdvision sione hod mnde o moneobaly
contributions tot-1ling £4,673; Eont-gora aad  ushishi,
£1,09=4s-0d . & Zurvie totrl coviribotions smounted to
£5:541 ,Gd.“c

In order Lo enuie Lue grscese of the drive for
monatnry cautrioution wouw rde e wer gffort, various
commityvesr were forved for the v rious funds, tloet of
them v d Cueir Lr.osciec ot the PMvisional level down Lo
the villoe lovels, Tiey aeprgraec the services of cinens
vinz for crrrying out their .roprsonds -nd, lile tue
wethod aduptled for casuring the incressed prodaction of
cirsh cro.s, titey #leo tricd to invoke the "Hitler fesord
in order tn pet neosle to donsle generoasiy Lo the veorious
fund=, In -ddition to trhesce funds, andlocked hoxes
lzbelled, “Lrodakka Yaki“,hg were arocured by the committices
snd »et in such oublic nlreez like thae we rket, molor waris,
roilvey stotions, ante which individusle coula -.so wut
furtier contributione,

In oruer to ensure totel sulort for thelr cenpoign
for wonctary contrivutions, the district hecds were
relicd vion nd in this they oroved helnful, Thac district
neads, iroi time Lo time toured their crers, cuiliining to
Laewy 3e0-le, why theyv should g-crifice »»rt of their soney
for the werr effolrt, Moreover, in -~n sttemot for the Zhiys

to be smeen by their 2ecile =8 belng serious zaud in full
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sunlort of tiz imnds, they begen to »loce 5 nercent of

their ovn monthly s+ 1 rded »t the Governors disgposzl,

for tiie orocecution of the vor cuwd thereicre pove ¢ -strong

lesd to their sunhjecls vho vere exosectad to emul~te thew,
dowever, the district He: g snv ¥uirg 4id not zlv-ys
aprenl for volunt-rily don<tions, but on swvuwe occ: ~Lang,,
thay comwlied the rednle Lo »ey into thenm, ‘This wes
contrrry Yo the sasursnce that wor given by tlie Gevernor,
to the effeci th t "“Colliection slould be vreccded by
very caresul digseminztion of the {-ct thet there 'is no
condulsion: to .y saud Lhot ““Contributions zre entirely
volunt:?y".sn
In resction to the elesent of comoulsion thot wis
introd-ced, intn tiic coll  ction of monet-ry contributions,
a gener-l novemant ithet vus 0prosed to it develowed in
HKonts,ors Pvision, in 1944, curing which some
Vrgowezent tivest of tlie seo-le met pad cnudleined to
the Pmir -~bout the incressing levies being demsnded
towrrds the war offortz, Althouch the uir womisel to
do something =Lout their cow:l-in, in reclity, nothing
w5 done sd therefore theee so-¢c:lled dongstionz continued
side by side with the incrercnd exactions in the form of
formzl t-x-tions, i{ernwhiley, the forced conscristion of
1.bour for tue minesfield :nd Lhe colonizl 2rmy went on
hend in hoand wite these monet-ry excctions £nd
incre~ses tomeo of cosh cxon araduction, The latter in

enstored o lictle furtier,
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£34 V2 Q7o - lveray obsowvved in chewter thice, the
pricisi enlonil~l srihorities, siounted serious »Hrow...ndsg
Lo ensure s maxinum eoduction oi cesh crons in Higer
provinec, The esastzincd emahasdye or ¢rsh cro- oroduction
to the detrimeut of food crom aroduction wes & mejor
concributory factor in thz ampoverisiaent of the necsentry,
Ing ite oF this, the womesends for incressed droducticn
jes diron, Clceltly stenasd uny unpinz tae s.econd worla wer
ad the Wexianrun spocasition vhileh worvenet tne (lre-cdy
¢ noreble coadition of tee aesgzntry.

(o e
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O o gt

ceording ta ~ recort, the reuies of i

m

ST IOV NCE
vere oeing azked to set s un their nroduction of groundnuts
beesirse dils ng f2ie werc bein r=tioned in the United
Lingdon, since the beginning of the wer, ~ud thus, it v s
un to the seosler of Nigeria to helu waintein this retion,
MHth tuis, kmirs, Distriet ond villoge lhiezds were igoin
cr1led wron Lo e¢onduct #n initen<ive deive for incrersed
cronadant erduciion, fgein, siecirl groundnut seeds ere
rovided rad disurivuted, It wes {urther decided to
iastruct gallapg in chorge of elemcnt. 2y schools Lo
incrasrse slote bv o or 3 timen, -nd cach »rives were to

ke idven to Lhr Lest sczoole 2i0 Lae highest sroduction
of groundnats, “iwil-oly, overy n-iive suthority voskoer

w5 S CHeour gea 10 stest - comoonnd groundnut 5 bl o8 en
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te cuod oo bonve fund of 13 2er ton for the eucvuyi+e-

of greandnut seoving wes - Mroved,

Soetiuas, the coloras]l ~dministr-tive officers,

eng~prd wee sorviloees of Yol drumners cpe sinzers to

attroce tie (tlention of the re-sonis, in order to drive

hiome

sroundnui Ty ‘has v s ov tue schemr was s Efected

(b)

L

for

treir wreoprgond s for the nevetud wroductlion of

& in one of tue ??\nrt.j!

cafore neeting znd whilst trellling,

To riircet tieption, te give rise to comment cnd to
ULHEG CUORCE L0 3N L.

F0 ecolii ‘hnt newveret ou L ne:

Witlor yo che Bekin tutur da biri duk daye ne,

ne i1 som bairl 7 beltin sutum, Mo shuke gy-dn,

.

o ks des Mitler (223 other simid

o

* thenes),
Aftrer aeet 1[1;58 -

&

Tonm about tow.y oressing howe the pcint by me.na
ef sveh eonid ~nd in the hooe Lhet Lhi; will crteh
on .06 be dwmit:ted by Villege drummers,

Laeve vehind Lhen & subject of discussion:

het is it 11 a®out?e

NSt ers: (yrlise..s Gyodr,.s,, Gyaﬁr....ﬁa

It would scem th-t tiuis meihod h - d zoc zuccess;

ceoraing to one of the colopisl -dministretive

officers, vau wes iavolved in the »rorandaa drive, "the

tecis uore proving to be 9f congidercble volued nd he

wrocazded to cccount for this:
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Pirstly, aewvs of the Tunic ceuorign

exciter interest, secondly the avices O

ve ) ié tor zroundnuts rivaests attention

ene cairdly, the Hitler - killer of

reli;icars tune elicits evcli ma-tions

0f ddsguvat -nd gose sucrorice,, the

arsueent elhiich arooseg ~ywenengion

e poves nost to think i= thne Huno csn

best us nglish 1T unger sens our

siren bh = 1f ve ore gestroved, then

0 wall you de, I .e »re¢ gestroyed, we

il, mrlish ord - T2ues nlike, hove

uothing in front of us out de. th cid

slovery.5s

Tiva, »rt from the fa¢t that the colonirl
cutiorities 3directly cuzrved the servicon of loc-1 driamers
nd zangtes dn thickr oomigrada crive T0r incre sod
nradaction or grouwndnut, Lhey . 1lso ensured this, by
ilatroducang . aysien of cashb cros quot~g, whereby, egch
village wos recuired Lo turn in cowme fixed tons of
grounciut to tne suthoritics, -nd this must be oroduced by
every mcang, his wes how it wes organiacd.’q
First of <11, the iFtsu nd council, with the ~dvice

of the “ictrict ‘avds ~=ugeszed the quotsrs for e..ch of tis
vill-ge units, The Tivislongl officers, in consuli. Lion
vith the srriceliur-~l officers, would then =7nrove ti-
nuot~s ¢ni reicrrcd thesw b ¢t for comsider -tionm,

. |

Saeconlly, tlhe enoi:rs vere fin~lly ooroved snd Denm-nd
Wotes for e ch Tistoicth md Vil). ze *rec (ree igure 1)
wepr igsued to o ¢h h_’air,.‘-;;-j_ct cnd Villogze He-d, Thirdly,
the villoge uc ¢, in covncal with the hrulet he.ds »nd

elders, ollotad s-ecific cucniitles of Hroduce to il

tihe houver holders in their 'mits. . ch house holder wes
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thien given » niecc of »nay —, showing the cuentity of

oroc. 2¢ to be uroupst 11 (see Figure 2)., One »iece of
2006y wes then viven for .-ch kind of »roduce, nomely,
rrocudnut ond other commo” " {ies, The villroge scribe then
i de ~ 1liet on wvhicit the alloc~tiong voul: be entered and
taie wre cuechksd by the Nictr it Uecd, ~Alter checking,
tie correctec lists wis w de in dunlicate; onc coly wes
keoat by the village He ¢ 1.4 the othier one, %wss sent to
the contr:1 office, iirough ¢ .2 vill=ge He-d,

Fan Jdptrict Hesd, wou.d then ~rr.nge with the
Clerks <t the huyiag ceaivres, vuct doys vere convenient
for villoge wnite Lo trlie tue. r sroduce for scle tiacre,
"1l the Hreosle of one villaoge wnii would -0 to the
~iloted buyin. ceatre on the cpnointed dey. The produc:
wrs then brought in, with e-ch house holders yicce of
seoer att-ched nd tie villicsge scribe would ncvk offr,

If the egc-les figuves re-d below the a2lloted figure, then
the villsger wes oresumed not to heve corractly strted,
whet he hod brought in, The scales figures would conse--
ruentiy be convarted into mc svres, #nd the peosent wes
told how much hc hnd, in frect, brouzhit in ond this v-s
entered on nis £1iy 02 s tery

Tiostly, vhoen e chv hoeuaocholder, h-d brousut in the
recuired -oounil 9f uroducs, thedr olie of > 2ers vere
sizned hy the villsge scroibe sg -~ indic.tion th 't the

cu ntity revuired frow them w:.s com»nicied,
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Fec»uze of the gystem of c-=h cro. ouote ~nd ti:c
Ao genda, mointed by the coloni.l Government, the
weonles of Mirer orovince re:zonaed oy urcducin g nore
Ciir crow , eg:zciilly groundeuts, For inst -nce, in 1G4,
the Do rtmont of Asgriculture reorted thact sbout 158850
honitg of 2otton tuins veolued 2 1000 wrs ~roduced in
ter weeks in "ednishi of .ontigor: Uivisionii!55
Siwi.lor incrorqses in the raductior of grouncdnuts rud
other cosh cro = oscurred in other orecs, s if to
sums riss the sworle's arssive rnd committoa resonse to
the Lsele ond exthorts-tiom: J(or Inerecsed w r roduction
in 1053, bthe YWpir of bBadr declored: ~Never in 11 my life
hArve I 7iuncssed sucn extensive cultivetion of every "iad
of eros »g8 I heve this yo r“.bﬁ nothing coulid cr ;iure the
cezree of mobilis-otion and coarmitment of the peoale of
Figer orovince to the Britieh wrr efforts ony more
croastic thrn tidle reve~ling confession of one oif itis
lesuin,. emirs,

So fir, we h-ve becn rt wine to demonsti: t2 the
extent to which the British mobilised tue colonial
oyul-tion of Pixer :rovince, like lLiose of the other
arovincsz, tow rds suleidal mrevifices to contrabute to
tritish wer eofforts, ‘e hrve suoim the n ture end scale
of thig wobilie:tion in 11 Firecticone - foresd labour
for the Hlirtenu minc:faelds, foreced miliit. ry conscristions,
forced incre, 3¢ in the =roduction 27 c~eh cron- -nd forced

r-iging of syecdilised wor funds .- 211 in o~ddition to
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discharging their olher norm:l cduties ~s colonirl subjects

<bont wiich we h-ve s:id wuch in

R . S

thise thesis., 1t now
818, 33

Vel ok Tu®
Lo

remsiﬂﬁ.tQ.JEﬁoﬁs the imprzt of =11 thece on the colonirl
subjects of Wiger srovince - ~ province vhich, as we hive
sbund-ntly demonstirrted, wes elrecdy suffering from sn
~euve aortc.es of food »nd f-ain-s before the outbreal

of t-.e sccond imo~ricl -r,

Pxarctedly, the noilirstion of tl.e human, l-bour
nonet: ry ond food resourcers gf Higer »niovince, tow ras
the srenecution of Tie second imoeri-l v:ir, h « - nzg-tive
imy ¢t on the zlresdy terrible food situation in tue =rec,
Yhis, 2z would be deionstroted lrter in this section
wors~ened .n :-lre:;dy ugly food situetion ~nd rcesulied in ¢
arolonged neriod of femines in tae province,

7irst of 2)1, t-4e tue mobilisstion of humnrn ~nd
l:sbour resources of liger province during the wer, This
wves not Lee farst time th~t 1-bour was being mobilised,
for, ce ¢ demonstr-ted in cheoter fowr, the mossive
mobilisztion of l.bour iox thc.rciluays, ¢nd tin mines
ber.n rixpt from the ¢rte of tie ince~tion of Dritish
coloni-~1 dominstior over the oren, Whis continucd to the
bBeginning of the zecona worle wer, ‘e szhowed th:t the
meseive civersion of 1.-bour in the -erina bafosc the wer
bréd nex tive imn-ct on crriculitursl rocduction; since thz

cotozory of lebour diverted (-ge-ronge 0f 15-30) wes the
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coan otay of wprdculter.” l:oous sud srovided tie bulk
of the food wrodiesd in the srer, vwithout -dzquate looouv
to cultiv-te i ci-Ko, royrl -nd welvide £ 2ag, -griculinrsl
Srounction ¢rastici lly decainsc, Iri: becume - mpjor focotor
for Lie dncensont f.oinzs, lunoverisiimeat ~nd comilete
soverty o. the wioarrntry of Niger sroviace u: to the
terianing o thr =econd inmeri.l wor in 1V39,

Lsovever, ingsite of tiz ~beve, the colond: . ~utlhoriivirg

b

orace«led, during the recomd warld v-ry to eub: Mz on [ra-ter
wobilis~tiion of 1l.bour (~e2-range 15—30},57 which wir

cong ripied into the colonisl  rmy to fight in Tarone . nd
work o Lae tie aiaes on the Plateou, Thic mzcal thrt

wh. Caver . giiculiurcl icoour rodoined in diger wwoviace -ter
tlie missive diversions to the rroilwiys, nublic vor.c kofore
the wor, wis now com-igctely diverigd to the ~rmy ~nd the aine
With the totsl diverrion of cgricultuir 1 1 bour comalatcd,
gre. ter number of f.rms continued to rea-in uncunltivetod

-nd thus dravticrlly redvced the -lre.dy diwinishe!
egricultursl wrodvction, This ror ened the zlracdy uply fooc
sitii~tion cnd reculted in -~notiacr more ~=erious .nd =aroiong-d
53r20d or femins th-t enguifed tae watire rovince,

For instince, in 13241, it (-« reorted thot the arice
of fould stuffe vent uw: curiag tas vast gix wontas, both in
faangern o ad ¥ont gors , Suroriiansly, insoite of the et
tiat this wis euzed by Bidtxh ecloei. 1 sdlunder, the
reoort frendulently ol-amod it on th:w infiux of 1lzbour -
V00 thst Look "l -cc over verious oriods since tue

cC5i
monih ol :oril of that ye n,”"
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Agodiy, thie Apnu ) e port for Minnc Siviswion, in 1944,
reyorted th-t iu the Yaivigion soneislly, <11 cro-w M ntzd
were wor, =ad . lthouyl dncrerced screiryes of most cro s
bed been ol ated, tals did not mike up [or the reductin
in yiel?, Ia cudexr to rrlieve the chort-gi, the Cw'ri u tive

rémini=tr-tion beught eCir corn oand rice ~ed erc mut cn
=

tae pari.el, worever, Lize ocat- food zaort. ges beiag

exosericnced in inn. Divasion i 1944 continucd to 1946
(after the wer).,

In -n .~ arvent cttoant to eave thr sil+a tion, Cue
Gw:ri Mrtdve wcdainicztrroiion re: ddnded vy bHhuylayg zowe corn
~nd r.ce hich ‘ere Leimg ot on the o rket fur roeell b
lovier »»iceg Co the .e0vnle, Imt, ins ite of tihis me save,
it v:ro belay e orted thrt -gener~lly wtrwnle Toodu hove
rematned siorce sncé esaensaved | nd tict tue blockm-Tiot un~a
reooent ond 11 efforte te reveut it met wath f~ilur“.6n
Obvioucly, . situciion wiere st:-mle foods .(re meanly oot incc
ia i+ bl ck miorket is 2 hellmark o1 fumine,

ontigora, Zunseru a2 " ushishi towms - d taeir
clre~dy uply food cite-tion woreencd during the second vourld
wor =a the dircct consecuznce of the n seive mobilis-tion of
conscrists for tac wor -nd 1 -bour for tic mines; ior in
1944y there ~re-s puifered from :cute f{ood phort.ges znil
wolonged f,uinc.61

The pross wssult o:r Lae worscainz food zituntion nd
fominee fuzing Uhe war wes whet Tiger province begrn to
wiiness grester numbaer of molnourished Jeonle ton wes

obt:ined wciore tae wor bez n, wita drestic incresece 13
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tie number of chilaren fc odiibto pufierin~ i £ach
e
¢ loriz deficimrcey reesiis lile Kvrshio a0 nd o vemum,

~ais, 4 fn, resilted din gh iwmer incdecmes AN 0OYTolniy
cid destit 1 Tz in the rer., naite of Wais, thore
1e-@ents ~he wers luchy tc - sarvaived vere sgrln over-
burdens ” snd wilk--dedied oy meCiat iy doacetr in - adition to
tae wrosrecvive dncrs 2o in tex ion tize g weinn Lu ooy
om LR STWNE e BTHLEY.

Foxr Ingi-ne , 238h £ - Uene
were nctive fdminietiyction Joerin: ond isacdictely  fter
the wor vivadly :avesls the nesrtloess ~nd inhupn
exloit. tisn of coloni:l tox Lilon, In 1550, han w r
beg: a1, tar gerarsl tox cgscssaeal of fae “pru oVive
-didinistr. vion wrs £4,10., o ever, by 1641, it rosc to

g7k, 3y 1943, it wra £5,761; by 1945, when the wer

)
caued, It cgein one tﬂ-£7,797.65 The burdrn ei inerccscy
in coloni~l tosi~tion w = modnwy on che ~lyro-dy Looveri. wa
26, &outyy of tas Tarw livtdive Sdriaidty vioam, & lolcce
~guil e wletion of cndell h 4 bDeoa ecoascriaied dato L
coloninl vy 5 wo bk ve Iriody cave cbove, Ll Yiaay
were not =~ loac in this beut: 1 > .loit tion by coloni:l
toxction wee une the soverty-ateiciien oo abkry o7 ouvaad
ceece in i o slovincez, #2120 Jceffoered froa these burd. o,
thus, for instsace, in 15435, L e tox o sgeecsiient T0i
ront:gor~ Division wvien g11,7°4%, bul Ly 13944, thls rosc to
£11,943, orcover, th: Jenes-1li tox in 1343% wee &,570, but

by 144, It rouo co;;:,f;g;*_t?'%
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2, An, dr 1347, C - Gencr:l tex dssespaent of b
Guerd in Minm- Pavieion ~mounted to gC,974 which rose o
£¢,500 by 1943, thea o g 19,200 In 1344, imoag the
Kzrzoku of the s-ome Davisicon, the story was the scme, In

1942, the ganer- L tax weg 1,525, but by 1243, 1t ras8

O
o

£1,06¢ nd ~grin rose tog '800 ia 1944,
Sinilarly, tue oeeesratry in “wejr Division itness:zd
an incre. se in thedr €ozes, 1Ir 1734, ue trx cocessnent
wrs £3,208, but by 1345, it rosec t0'£9,d56.fq
In 5id: Division, the ancidence of t-i.tion in th-
spaic Fmirate, w-s 10/bd in 1817, bdbut, by 1243, it ros> 10
15/10. 14, In Picd- Mmirc-te, it wos 1078.5d in 1642, bLut Dy
17243, it rose to H/-.’f.’-;-d.67
swven, vien ve consider the zencrrl tex acsessment
of tac ontire Wizer Hroviwne i, Lhe story of extoirtion
coioni: 1l torotion curirg the second world wer still hold.
true, For insisznce in 1936, the generel t: X rsuessment wies
£63,055, but by 194!, it rose to g038,34.", Ag=in, vhereorn,
the Jengoli tax in 1779 omounted to g£9,255, it rose to
£9,012 in 193L.56 Thesgs woaudee :re o4 ipere ces, it must be
emhceiscd, were t.':dinz olscoe op inst decrs sing income s of
whotever time o Qocumented in ve:ious neris of fals tacslz,
Tiis wes the exteat of tae sy warsion -nd exoloittica
nf the ~lre.¢v dexer~cd ~nd »overty wtricken 2nsaniry 1n
Niger -roviace by colend, l t.woiion during the necond »ovld
wer da situstion vacre tin @ snbry wre execclboa oow

his izerce ':‘J..ll;il},’ diniuichked rescuYyces ©o 9 ¥ ot le-‘l‘ Eaves
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fnc to cmtribuie e res¢ tow rde itiie »ourcution of the
wzy by tur forced donctiom w0 soecislised fundg for tio-l
urncse, Vhese vorsened the slrecdy denloreble condition of
those persants - ho were still lucily to brecsthe and “it.y aiive",
But, from toe bgginni;g of the wry an 1939, to thz rnd
in 1945, the incre.sgingly opnhresyve (ud ~rogrecsive in.recsces
in toxation mesnt tit the ocnsants hrd to duevote whotever
little forml:-nds they ~till hed under food croo cultiveition
to the oroduszstion of ccsih crons, in order to de ~ble t2 2
the incre 3ingly exiloitative trxes. " hen this is added to
the wm .ozed don. tions +-in.t the L chground videsarerd -..d
mossive food shortrges cne fomincs, it is safe to conclives
th=t by 1945 famine hcd bLecomz the order o7 the ¢ 'y in T'iger
urovince,
iven then, the colona-l ~uthorities wvere not contontaod
vith thie, Yor during the wer, they forcefully took .-
wh-tever little food wes still 1l-ft, They did thiz tareoyn
tnc system of gr.in ruguisition, waicie hed 1tig origin
the prowvos 1 m-dc in 1239, by the Pood Control Cowmissiﬂn."9
“Yhi: cormission, provossd ithe eost:’lisiment oi groin reecvves,
either througli roovisition or ¢ vill-g. storage scheme, Wails
wos to be uscd durang loriods of fooa scarcity ond to suoaly
food for the mincs ~nd the militsry, Although the Jesident
of Niger ‘rovincz, 1li':e other Residents from other srovincec
rejectzd the ides Veccumse Fative admaninctrction Centrol
gronerieg verc i.orscticsl nd conducive Yo lesscnt comriecencyh,

yet, the coloni. 1l ¢cvermment weat she-ad vita the >l:n.20
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Taus, from thae 1900., 1 ~mication of groans begon -nd rlout
2100 tome of rice were recuisgitioned in oide Divigiown;
Ront gors Diviston, 200 tons; ad ;buje Livision, 200 tong;
71

cringing the tot-1l to Z,590 Lens, rz=ain, ~bout 600 lLonsg

of guipe: corn “er: reguisitaicned in souj.. Vdivisirong Plcoe
Mvision, GO0 Foac-gore “d.is3ca, (903 -nd Minn: Duvision,
990 tons; bringing the total te 2,400 ton:: 11 ia 1980,

The syetem of rectisition of groan: Jvring Jhe ooPry Sz o€ et
vh..tever wecgre food thet still rem “ned or, vz arocduccr by
the already irmsoverished sersenis, vws forcerally tolen ury
le~ving tueua to 8 » e.

“hien the ~oove in tied wo vith the imn ct oi srevion,
coloni-l 2clacies like the introduction of ¢ ch cron sroduc.
tion, taxction, r»ound sterling, the gbholition of sl:-verv,
intreoduction of forcou Lobor, . transformetion of indigenouw
land tenure gysteom, then it beccmes sofe to ~rrive ot the
concitsion tii t coloni lism exlomitad the . s-atz of i o
proviace to the »noint o killing., For inst.nce, =iiiout
*ny avedl:ble food; iacrersing nuabers of e peroomnts o o1
to suffer from w lonutrition -nd vauer-nuteition, The reou.l
of this w-s thot daserr~es lik2 {washiorkor, i1 rouus, B30 8,
uicers, Lilh rzizs, lcorosy .nd ineanity bhecans wicdeepro d.?:
The resuli of this % a thet sn ivecresring nmmber o1 Ll
aersonts died, Thosc of itlier who were lucky to “Suavvivi-
lo<t comeider-ble normel body weizhi »nd reduction in
anysic.l =ctivity. T:isn me.nt thet they becrue relrtively

useless to themselves snd even te the society becousc th oy



sianply did uot have the "aimuu recvired c-iories to eriom
snything, not even to [.re,  t inciher level, this =itu-tion
rei~reec; conclidevrbly, the teclhinolovicsl develomnment !
Niger Province; for thore who —~Surviveds were afflictc.. by
gserious ment- 1l . ad shysicel defects, due to low c-loris iatnke
which cumul, Lively imnsircd cvaeiz ctaivities in these ghieree,
Thus, the develooment. ol their mentel com-bilaities for scienge
nd technolopicsi innov, tior wee se_iounly offected, On Lle
viole, the nicture oac gete v's a peowantry, which by 194%,
vz commletely sterved, wouneriscd rnd belalesgly ~nd
honelessly diseancd, Fven fur t .cWdoubtiug Thomrgecsh, cherc
crn hordly be » better cotcrete situ.tion tc »rez for tae
aanlicotion of the tern Femine, And indeed, in this oarticulir

crse, Drolongzd -nd agonizing one,



A

SUMEL Y D CONCLU/LONS
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We: Legon by oxemining the various intervret:tions th:t
hove bgen ziven to the senersl insue of under-develonmeri
i the syecific issue cof fo winec in the third world
countriers, ‘2 ex»mined tie internret.tions given by the
develommentieglints, und-r-Coav.losm i "o derencency schnodls
res vctively uaradglng sttentiqQn to their resosctive :reen of
aifficulty, ‘e consequencly Jsrocedd ~d to mropose © mor:
vhiclistic tneovretac. 1 fr-we o™y Lo ¢y ..l in tue protlen,
wyethout «hich ve ern neituer uncerst:ond thc Lrends in the
occurrence 0f .. ines a2r o Mge Juecurite precoutionsy
me-sures, On ¢lecr grounds wailch ve disclissed, ve adorta.
the inode of »Iroduction fr.mework for our snalysic of .-
rel tionshi, betvween imseralism and fzmines in foruwer ' i cr
yrovince in the -eriod 1900 to 1345, “This I[ramewori:,
sointed cut, is imsortent in exoleining the differ atiol
exzeriencers of different oerinhercl repions :nd arecs, as
well ns the dufferential exnerieinces oi different huiztoric 1
weriod:,

The Llanolicetion of ~doating the above frauwework w.s
thet fraines or ¢ seut ilwnoverisament in {ormer “iser
srovince could only be ex leined in lerms Of the mode of
wouuction (nrlysig, Thus, the full immnact of imoerisiicn
in cre:ting fanincs could only by scicntificolly exwlrinec
oy the cxieut to which the wmodes of mroduction of the e
transforned to couge the @dislocotion of the forcev of

sroduction or their under-develoumeni, Qur ytend on this
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Leh Xicer 2wvince was incornor Led inte tu
vorld cait:-21Lr% eystad, roughly frea 1500, yot this oaly
led hughly rentrictad Lr-nefarustion af the ireecs st iof
wodcs of Hroduction of ihe azre.s, or only tae cecior: of
the ore—-cpoiit:last cociety un Lus arep tihht hiel vl Y
extraction of surnlus vere twinsorcd while the subzistonce
gconomy remoans s uachsped e for ru itic meine of Hroduction
wers concermncd, Thus, fraines i . dger rovince in . i
serizd 1900 to 1945, connot be senarsted frov tuc sreciiic
soclo-economic system snd the orgenis:tion of wroduction
cnd aisgtribution within wuich they occured, This iwm . lirc.
th-t thc »henomenon musti be linlted to the soecific socii L
syctens in wiidic!' they occur ¢ nd tae difierentici eiliii:cs
ot th> syvstemc Lo cone vith the affects,

"ence, in pursu-n.e of 2.r atteampnpt to o¥»nlcsin Che
re-occurence »f fomines in our area of study betwecen 10,0
Lo 1945, we aexrwined tiz soci:l formation ol Wiger rovirco
on the eve of uritish concuent with .. »oviicwl. r i{ocus or
the treditionsl mechonaismec th £ were evolved by the oo
of the srer to witigrte or cughion the fad et of f air ¢
be{ore the ince;hion of Dritash coloai-l irule, 'This o 10ic
en~bled us to grosn the l-ter megnitude of the teanfo tion
+f there re-exinting treditionel mecheniszme, brought L out
by british ‘colonisiism which ~ctually o vea w'y for the
incessz nt 1-mines in Tlicer nrovince in the leriod 19CH-19 L.

In ovur ~2x-wminction of the ore-existing mode: of oroauc-

tion in i{igecr rovinc: befor:s the beginning of Tritish
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enlond-1 comclle €y v 81 . . At the on-met TH T the
demins atwo, o5 of wrocuciiecn, were the teibut: ry rad

caimun-~l tyores, The tribut:ry melec of »roauction wae

FJ‘

found rmong Lhe Fuse in the gmirateg of *goic, Lroci,
ienvegers &nd Bidn, Here, societics were cli-rzctercisan

by two walin clrsses, nruwely, the jseasentry tnd n londed
ruling clcus, The ruling clrsses 0F the teabuteory

form:.tion wro»oliscd tiae »nelitiz 1 fanctione of the
sccieties -~pwe exrciec iribute. ™t thc coumunsl tyoe wrs
founc mrinly ~mon:, tre Tocrd, v were rei-tively aneifcected
by thr ciizngea "reuzbt in eg ¢ rerult «f thr Lokoto Jirlird,
dluce they vvre 230 concucred ond incor :orrtcd inte thwe

Sokoto ¢rlishrte, Ders, there ves the 'tecnce of » elewp
86 p.evion ui gireet -roduccers fros the nme-ns of uprels Ty,
dovevery the coanuest of alzer —rovince, rcoughly
from 1700, nd the subsecuent iuosition of the celonis )
seomoesy le€ To the ceronion oL Sne indlgenour socicl
resaoase nech: ndswme vilch, in turn, led to the erigis of
f.ouine, Ioese nere L consnest itself with L'« ngg-tive
effects of food :woduction, th- introduction of cosn erg-
woduction, the wonetiz -tion of tae cconomys, tic intro-
duetion, of trzotion :nd the treonsfornection of the indi:enodus
1-n¢ tenure syriem, Jthors were t.o eobolition 2f =z.cvery,
viie Introcveition of forcod 1lzbour -nd the daeliberstice
cashruction of munierceat, py economic ctivitice in the

Jras, PThese coionisl woliciceas wollestively with thc

sutbresis of ctae groe t economic Ceoression, betwecn 1+ 7)

ad 1V%e, led Lo fomines cnd the isoeverishment 0 the
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b, & sliuction vy ro¢ by the locust ainvesions
auring the . ~un erdod,

2t as we Leove ghovm, Jhe grect ceconomic desression,
boutween 1908 rd 1233, ws th2 rueil Ylocust - whiclh covnad
the food esort os nd f:wines of this r»>riod in sSigex
aovincey being tio t cthe loenst invosions dvering the g8 ue
seriod, merely esc-leotad the aroblem -1lrz: ¢y there,
Morcover, olthoupl: tho economic 4 recsion wos prociic lly
aver by 19%4, but it ~cli:lly continued to the eud of tiz

19508 10 Ldxer wovince. Tals roeont thst ths f=aines

]

Lot eoncunad Miger ywrovonc. ring; .€¢ seriod

s etazrlly
cogtinued to the end 9f thy 1930., Tiae reauld or Tlule weor
th € arny ol Ll zera33 suffcred Irom uaqer netrition :nd
melatrition, with the vest w-joraty of tusm beins infoected
by sueh cebficioney Jisernes likiec Wupshiorkor, Movaaus,
boils,; ulecers c,t.c, ony drd not survive theme dlgeroog,
for tovy ed, Thoze ~esg-ntn who “survivad® becrone uwsiloss
to themsclves ~nd to thie noclety, This ig becruse thoy
hed nothin: close to even the miniaum reguired crlorie
necenscrryy for work, fhus, it i- cle'r th-t by the t-il
éng Lo the 12303, liorve sc~le hunger h-d connletely
congumoa Jiger oovince; lerving behind o Leamsentry tlict
wrs comoaleboely isov.richicd, woverty-striken and dincrg.d,

Lovaever, “uac im.overisimant of the scescntry in the
¢z coptinund ~ad bee v mOre HaVErée ud tdo the eud of
sy eriod of muedy in 1245, Taia 1 ot dismonsion of it
voa broucut ~dovt by the isdn-et of the sczond iasweri 1 wer
vakeh v fourat betweon: 1759 ond 1495, During the wer, tio

dritizh eoalonisl ivthorities masrsavely mouvdilicsd the 'omny,
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lomour, @ Seri.l, nonutrry v1 food resoureis of via.uy
novinge tovsrds <he war ¢ffo.t, Thess ward on - ~a le
nevar choericnead wafore In ihe oroc. Thie inve risoly
worsencd the food situoticn vadleh rolonged fraines, ™
roenlt woe thet by the enc of 19495, the lesorntry in Ki -2
yravince hed comsletoly rroak *nio the ocern cf wiyverisicent,
voverty =nd disecsc,

However, i munt cw hieige the% the com.letely
dealor: Bl wbcte of veascubley in Mi<er orovince <id not
coric tOo r end in 1945, for it coutdn:es up to Ll weuent

wrwod, Thns, the svdgent gt-te ad v zrty in i eér st te

hes itts orivin in the sxirvev: exoloitstion ¢f fommor "noer

A}

woviace by Triticsh ealoni~lirm, TFou dingtsnce, the
exn.odt- thon wf Shie wlosartry ing concinuned; no et 10w
by ©..¢r i retin~ o rd rgivis vho refece to =y dect~te
pLens Tue opoduce aurchicscd, Bven ¢ fler iadepenience,
feriers who grew exort crose 'vsre still being subjectod Lo
hipuor rotes of t-x-tion by the loczl *ucuorities, Thic
situotzon rondied to cantres of exmort cros rodactieh
such = s ifokwe, Kutizgd, Terin:, '2-ie; “eriko, Lemu, ‘uys,
~n". others,

Arwrt rror Lhe Bish teoxction rites, necscont formers

viere 1l evbjectes tu 211 sorts of levies, ohlch they
e a tu the Stote covernsenn, Tuis iacliuden morket levioes

for <hozg dringint tacir» foad eross for s:le, aducrtionsl

levies ~aC otpars, Yhceze gonstlicted (a vabe rable bLurdev. om
F)
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