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A housing need study may be undertaken.for diff­

erent purposes, the purpose of this is to bring out 

the salient features of the existing situation both 

quantitatively and qualitatively of housing in Makurdi 

which was until its being made a state Capital was 

only a small divisional headquarter. 

Makurdi had a population of about 54,000 in 

1963 census and 79000 om 1976 (a 5% survey conducted 

in September, 1976), There was an influx of civil 

servants and other people to this settlement immedia­

tely it was made a state capital and this created a 

shortage both quantitatively and qualitatively. Most 

of the households in Makurdi prior to 1976 were those 

occupying their own housing units and even at the 

time of the survey most of the units were occupied 

by their owners except for the few civil servants 

occupying government quarters. 

On its becoming a state capital, the existing 

houses became inadequate numerically and qualitatively. 

Most of the houses lack essential facilities like 

water, electricity, no good system of drainage and 

sewerage and the system of refuse disposal is poor 

and grossly inadequate. This is the most important 

cause of need because the civil servants who arrived 

here prefer better environment, aesthetically satis­

fying and houses with water and light. The building 

materials in most cases however are good and the 

units themselves are not old, a good number being less 

than twenty years old. There is not much overcrowding, 
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2.3 on the average. 

Estimation of present and future need was then 

attempted "basing it on the existing situation. The 

estimate showed that most of the need in the future 

will arise from formation of new households and a 

little from obsolescence overcrowding is not signi­

ficant because my standard for accepted occupancy 

ratio is 2 persons per livable room on the average. 

Prom the estimation, a policy and programme with 

proposals have been drawn up for the first four years 

(1976-80) of the plan period. In all the period has 

been set into five phases i.e 1976-80, 80-85, 85-90, 

90-95 and 95 - 2000. The policy mentions that the 

government should have a greater participation in 

housing and hence direct construction should cater 

for 24% of the total instead of the existing 4% while 

the private sector takes the rest 76% assisted by the 

government, this is in line with Federal government 

policy on housing. An atteimpt at costing was made 

and an estimate of N50,000, N150,000 and N8000 is 

expected to be the cost of high, middle and low inco­

me group units respectively. A further estimate of 

total cost due to direct construction is about N24 

million, 206 hectares is needed to implement the first 

phase of 6346 units. 

Finally a proposal to ensure a removal of the 

existing bottlenecks and difficulties in housing pro­

vision and to ensure a successful implementation of 

the policies and programmes for the plan period is 

drawn out. This study has been undertaken with the 

hope that its findings and proposals will be implemented. 




































































































































































































