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i THE DYULA: NISTORICAL AWD EIIINOGRAFIIC BACKGROUND

That part of thy Western Sudan within southern Mali, north-
eastern Guinea, weste Volta, northern Ivory Coasti, northern Ghana
“and nerthezn Togo, embodics a tradition of Islan different from that
of the Central Sudan of Hausaland and Bornu, Totms within this western
arca have a long tradition of Islamic learning centring arognd a
group of people talled Dyulg, the lat inke word for 'trader’, These
people alse refer to themselves, and are called by others, Wangara,

Mapnitd. Kati, autbor of the sixteenth century Ta'rTkh al-fattish,

stated that the term Wangara "secrves to describe the merchauts who
trade from country to count:y‘."l The Dyula, or Wangara, of the
Yestern Sudanese towns clain iMalinke or Soninke origins., Their
migratious from the towns of metropolitan Mali into more southerly
locations began as early as the fourteenth or fifteenth centurics, It
followed two primary routes, one in a south-easie rly direction.from
the Upper Niger around Banako, and the other in a southerly direction
from the Middle Miger around Dip and Jenne, The impetus for the
dispersion of the Dyula can be found in the highly profitable trade
in pgold which, extrzcted over a wide area between the Volta and Kowoe
Rivers, was sent north wvia Jenne to the Saharan caravan termimis of
Timbuktu, and thence across the desert,® The Dyula founded masrket
towns near the centres of extr#ction, and a scries ofscaravanserai

along the routes leading northwards, This study will be congerned

nainly with tihe southern market touwns and with the caravanserai,

Over time many of the Dyula settlers turned to agriculture, often

¢ , ety .



trading only during the dry scason. Most Dyula still ‘speak a dialbct
of Malinke, still use Ma inke and Soninke 'clan' names, and most
remgin Muslin, s a ninority clement, settled in the widst of
nunerically dominant rural pagan populations, and in isolation from
the larger Islumic centres sueh as Dia, Jeonne and Tinbuktu, some
Dyula groups found the maintenance of Islmaic values and beliefs in

an cssentially pagan smilicu to be impracticable: backsliding and final
apostasy occtirred, Other proups retained contact vitli the vider world
of Islam, and gssertad their identity througin tajdid, the continuous '
reinvigoration of tite Muslim content of their cultnre.3 The flovw into
West Africa of books of Middle FHastern and North African authorship
was onc obvious mexns of contact.d Such works, howcver, could make 1o
impact without the maintenance of a certain level of literacy within
the Dyula comaunities, Thus, characteristic of these Dyula tovms
which have preserved intact their Muslim heritage over the centuries,
is the presence of an educated elite, the ngggg, responsible through
their studies and interpretations of Islamic texts for the prescrvation
of local conforntity to the basic precepts of Islan, The cu__l_p_.gli, and
the liternsy wiich they pronote, constitute the key to the continued
c¢omnmitnent ovor time of the Dyula to Islam, The success or failure in
fostering literacy represents in a real sense the difference between
those Dyula connunities which maintain their distinct identity, and

" those vhieh have lost it by assimilation to the numerically dominant

autochthonous peoples,

"
F

As a result of their cormexcial oricntation, the Dyula have Deen



primarily urben dwellers, although Dyula villages are found spaced out
along the major trade routes, The countryside, apart from these
villages, has remained pagan, cxcept for sone arcas vhere inteasive
Islamisation occurred as a result of the nincteenth century militant
Jihid movements, Tus in the Duna subdivisioa of the Ivory Coast the
Dyula couprisc onc-cighth of the total population pne! form almost the
only Muslin elenent; in the Wa Local Authority Area in north-vestem
Chana fhc ratio of ruslius (larpgely Dyula) to non-lhil ins is
apprazinately one in thirteen, Uy contrast, as a reaunlt of jihddi
wovements, in the Yong arca in Perkesscdougou division of the Ivory
Coast, the Muslin/mon-iuslin ratio is two to three, "his, houcver,

&
is exceptional,

In the course of the seventecenth and cighteentlh centurics louni
and DBmbara cavalry groups established theuscelves in the Voltnic
Basin a:xid, of ten with the cooperation of the Dyula, founded snall-
scale state-systens, for example, Kong and Bobo-Dioulasso by the
Bambara Vatara, and Wa and Buna by the Mamprussi and ul'l{_‘.ﬁi'lb.‘l.b In
such systcems authority was distributed componentially in the following
nmanner: the cavalry groups assumed responsibility for security, the
Dyu;a for comncrce, while the autochthonous groups remained in ritual
cus'tody of the land, Despite political fragnentation, contact
between Dyula commwunities in this broa:j Sudaiic arca was maintained
not only by trade, but also through ties of kinship and marriage,

and by the comuon aceeplance of Islanic values,

The inportance of J¥slam in this context connot be overstad ed, Jt



is thus nccessary to ompleore the background and the rﬁle of the
€ylami, the men of learning, soncvhiat mere fally, Amonpy the Dynula

a membey of this group has the title karanoko, literally neaning

‘one who can read®, from the Malinke Kara, Arabic qara, 'to rcid,
recite,' The appellption, however, is applied only to ithose who

have pursued their studics to a certain advanced stagc.7 There is

no conplcete unifornity as to which specific works are considered
adequate for tie education of the laramoko, flowever, the vorks most  °

usually studied sre the three following: TafsTr al-jolfilayn, by

alebizhallT (died 1459) and al-Suylt¥ (d, 1505), » commentary om the

Que'Ang A1-Shifg' I ta®rif hucfig_al-ltstafd, by ®Iyad b, MISE b.

€Clyad al=Sabti {(d, 114%9), an exposition of the rulcs of proper
conduct baécd vpon a study of the life of the Prophet Maltammad; end
the Mantla of Imin PELIK b. Anas (d, 725), which is a full corpus
of ihslim lav dealing with such matters as marriapge, divorce,

dnheritance, contracts and penal cudes.3

Men do not embark on advanced studies until, at about the age of
thirty years or more, they are censidered to have demonstrated their
piety and scnse of social resnonsibility. The period of study may well
lasiijor sany years, and scldom for less than five, bMuch depends on
individual! ability and opportunity, On completion of studies to the
satisfaction of the teacher, the studcﬁt is entitled to call hinsclf.m

. EEIQEEEE: and to wear a special wliite turban.9 A ‘diplora® in the

form of an isnid, ox 'chain' for learning, is also issued: it lists




‘the wo‘rks s.tudied and names successive gencrations of .‘t:eache:s
extending into the pagt. The value of an isnid is determinéd by
the reputation for pi.cty and scholarship of the individual té’._\,chers‘
named on it, Thus equipped with turban and {snii, the karamoko may
himself embark upon a teaching career, but will often ultimately
seek a position as imim or leader of prayer, as qidl or judge, or
a8 muftX or jurisconsult, He will always come to play an important -

‘ part In the affirs of the local commnity, In this way, in Dyula
socicty, position is largely determined by learning mther than by
descent: status is achieved rather than ascribed, Nevertheless,
c¢ertain Dyula families have developed a special commitment to
learning, and so have come fo produce leng lines of karamokos,
teaching .and holding public office in the coumunit}'.m The
activity of .the karamokos, of the “ulani, was centred, as will be
seexi, upen the ingtitution of the Priday mos.quc., and it is the
developuent of this institution in it; architecturpl aspects wh'i.ch

forms the major topic of this inquiry, b



ii TIB DYULA MOSOUES: UMAYYAD ANTECEDENTS

Mosque building in the Dyula region of ‘lest Africa may be seen,
so it will be argued, as a late mnifestation of what is essentially
the Umayyad tradition, The Umayyad khalifat originated with the
recognition of Mi“Twiya as ¥halif in 661 A,D,, and ended with the
reign of Marwin III (744~750), after which power passed to the ’
CAbbisids, Although the Unayyad khalifat thus lasted for less than
2 century, during thet time important architectural developments
eccurrcd, piving rise to what is referred to as the 'Umayyad Style,?
This new tradition was worked out initially in the Umayyad capital,

Dumascus, and most crucially in the context of mosque building,

The Creat Mosque of Damascus has been described as the first '

. —_—
fully cvolved congregational (or Friday) mosgue in Islam.u
Ori.é;in:uly a2 pagan temple, and later a church dedicated to S, John
the baptist, the building was transfomimed into a mosque at the. time
of the Knalif Al-Walid (705-15), and, accorcding to the tenth century
writer al-iuqaddasT, specifically in the year 708, Although features
of the older church were incorporated into the mosque, the
conception of the buiiding was greatly changed, The south wall of
the church becane the qibla wall in the centre of which the mihrab
was constructed, the niche indicating t_’or the congregation the
direction of Mecca and hence of prayer, The sanctuary was
constructed as a flat-roofed pillared hall, divided longitudinally
into three aisles by two rows of arches, This characteristic of

transverse aisles, running parallel with the gibla wall rather than



with the main axis of the building as indicoted by the direction’
of prayer, is a marked featurc of the eag;_y_ﬁ_l._hynawadimdition. It “"'\
- was obviously a result of adopting one of the longitudinal walls

of the basilican form as the gibla wall, and thws turning the axis

of the Christian church by one right angle. The remainder of the

enclosure was not roofed, but formed an open courtyard of szhn

with cloisters alolng all but the sanctuary wall, The original mosque
apparently possossed four mingrets, one at cach corner.lz These,
according to Creswell, were of no great height, and he regards

then, following Xbn alePaqfh (903), as pre~Islamic and pre-~Christian
towers dating from the period when the building had been a temple
to Jupiter, but as subsequently incorporated into the mosque fo
form its nd‘nareés. iMether this is correct or not, these structuxes,
the lower paris of which still survive at the southewest and south-
east corners of tha Great Mosque, were apparently of the square
type characteristic of earlier Syrion mosques.'’ The ground-plan

of the building which was evolved under the Khalif Al-lWal¥d is

shown in Fig. 1,

The Umayyad Great Mosque of Damascus served as a model for
numjernus mosques censtructed in the succeeding centuries throughout

the Unayyad domains, One of the earliest of these was the Zaytuna

mosque in Tunis in North Africa, built in 732 apparently by a I

Syrian architcct and conforming very closely to the plan of the

Great Mosque of Damascus then in only the twenty-fourth year of
' 14

its existenéc. : : _ B G

L]



Most important of the carly Umayyad mosques, bLecause of the

statc of its preservation, is the 3idi SUgba mosque in Qayrauvan,
to the south of Thnis, The earliest nosque in Gayvaowan was built
in 670 by the founder of the town, the Umpyyad copquexor)of North
Africa Sidi “Ugba b, NafiC, Although the mosque remains knoun by
his name, this carly building uas.ﬁﬁparcntly o:ﬁplctely destroyed
in the course of local Berber revolts, and another nosque was
conslructed in 703, This in turo was radicelly remodellied atl the
tine of the Kholif Hishfm (734-43), under the direction of the
Urayyad povernor of Qayrawan, 3ishr.15 This mosque was suliscquently
enlarged at the time of the Aphlabl AnIr Ziyadat Allah (316-37), and,
because of reztrictions on spuce, the symmetry of the original
building was nbﬂadonud. However, the milipab and parts of the qibla
wall scem to be surviving Fracnents of Lishr's building, as does
tliec nzin stace of the ninaret - oaking the latter the oldest extant
tower built as g ninarot.16 Study of these older frigments th kes

. it clear that B%ﬁhr's building was, 1like the Zaytuna mosqgue in Tunis,
closely modelled upon the Great Mosque of Dagmascuss a tentatively
reconstructed ground-plan is shown in Fig, 2, which, although oﬁly

a single north-west corner ninaget was constructed at Qayrawan,

illustrates the basic similarity of the two mosques,
I

. The rtinaret of the Sidi  Ugba mosque is shown in Pig, 6. It is
square, slightly tapering, and the original first stage is
approximately 35 feet square and 63 feet high., The sccond stage,

which may also be carly, adds a (urther 24 feet in heisiith. The




third stage is a nincteenth century addition, The minaret was
constructed between 724 and 743, according to the eleventh century
Arab writer al-Bakri, Creswell has shown that, architecturally, it

17
is derivative from Syrian church towers,

Unayyad influence in the Maghrib, the west, was greatly
strengthened by the estpblidirient there in 756 of the Unayyad
Anffrate of Cordova in Spain, following fhc collapsc of the khalifat
in Damascus in 750, The first amir was bcﬂbd al=-Rahmin (756-88),
cranvdson of that Hishdm, the tenth khalif of Damascus, during vhosc
reipn (724=-43) the minaret of Qayrawan had been built, The amIrate
andd later khalifat of Cordova survived until 1031, It was a period
a great architectural activity, but one in which the Umayyad
tradition of Damascus was consciously maintained and developed in
opposition to the newer “Abbisid tradition of Baghdad. The building
of the Great Mosque of Cordova was comre nced by the first anfr in
786, and was completed by his son and successor Hishim I (788-96).
It will be scen from Fig, 3 that the nosque, before the major
extensions, followed the typical Umayyad plan, Furthemmore, the
original minaret built under Hishim 1 appears to have been of the
conventional Syrian square type.la The present minaret was built

under the antr “Abd al-Rehmin III in 945-6,

-

The Syrian style square tower minaret remained one of the more
constant features of the Spanish and general Maghribi tradition;

those, for example, of the Mosque of yaSgn'in Rabat (1195-8), of the




Qutubiyya in Marrakesh (1197), and of the Great Mosque of Seville
(the Giralda, 1197), arc all in the saae Lasic idiom (sce ligs, 7-9),
Bven as late as the carly fourtecnth century the uinaret of the
mosque of Al-Mans@ira at Tlemcen was constructed on the same plnﬂ.1°
This will be gf sane importance f{or an understonding of the spread
of the style across the Sahara into West Africa, which will be
discussed in the next scction, In Izypt, by contrast, in this sane
period the form of the minaret was undergoing radical change, Under
Persian and Mesopolamian influences the Unayyad style minaret began
to change its proportions, the upper stages bLeing elaborately
devcloped at the c:ipense of the main tower, Thus the 1o aching
mosque or madrasa of Sangar al-GawlY in Cairo, built in 1303/4,
shous the development of an upper circular stage, and octagonal
secon! stage, on the square lower stage (Fige 10). Half a century
later these trends had becone greatly accentuated, and in the
madrasa of Sarghatnish in Cairo for exanple, built in 1356, the
original square tower form has become no more than a squat base
supporting a tall slender ninaret in octagonal and circular stages
(Fig,. 1.1).?"0 These late developments were to have no impact upon
thic mosque architecture of sub-Szharan West Africa, and will not

concern us further,

The basic ground-plan of the Unayyad mosques, as exemplified
in the prototypical Great losque of Damascus, and in Jayrawan and
Corcova, was also a feature conservatively adhered to in Spain and

the Maghrib, New nosques continucd to be built in conforndity with
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it even though enlargement of the older mosques, becanse of
restrictions on space, oftcn lﬁd to unavoidable departures from

it ps af Qayrawan and CordGVa.ZI‘KBaSiq§11?. then, the Umayyad
congregational mosque consisted of g [lat-roofed sanctuary, thF

roof supported on éolumns, pillars or arches which themselves
defined aisles running parallel with the gibla wall, In the c¢entre
of the gibla wall ﬁus the nmihrab recess, The remainder of the
enclosure wvas unroofed, forming an open §3§g. This tradition was
5till stronply represcnted in tenth century Egyptian mosque |
building, The famous Al-Azhar mosque in Cairo, for example,
oripginally conformed to this pattern, It was built in 969, Polliowing
its emergence as an important teaching centre, however, it was
partially reconstructed by the Patimid khalif Al-Aziz (975-96),

who created acconmodation for students Dy censtructing, at the
expense o} the gahn, small cells or riwaks, (Pig. 4), The resemblance
of the Al~Azhar mosque to the_mosq?emof Sidi “Ugba in Quyrawan has
been commented on by Richmond.zzff%ﬁ:ﬁglightly later mosque of
Al-lGkim, also in Cairo, commenzed in 991 and completed in 1012,

has been described by Richmond as “almest the last of the great
quadrangular cengregational rosques™, Again, as shown in PRig, 35,

the necessity for the functional diversification of space led to g
great reduction in the size of the sahn, It is also typical of the &
transitional aspects of this mosque that one of the minarets has a .
cylindrical upper stage and the other an octagonal, both on low

W,tfj],.u,yv.e{ & ;
23

square bases, In the following century, the eleventh, quite new

8 et
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W styles of building begin to appear in Egyptian North- Africa, /H
characterised by vaulted roofs, the consequent disappearance of
the aisles, and the abandonnent of the even appraximately equal
apportionment of the enclosure bLetween sanciuary and §§ug. Again,
these late developments do not appenar to have influenced mosque

building in Vest Africa, and need not be considered further,

Two further features of toghridi nosques, both construetional,
attd both, so it ltas been sugpested, shéwing Mesopotamian influence,
may be briefly mentioned, The first is the extensive use of brick
rather than stone, in whiclh Richmond sees a reflection of the mud-
brick tradition of Mesopotamia; he believes the use of brick to
have becone particularly popular during the Aghlabi period in the
ninth century, when for exanple the amir Ziyzdat Allah (816-37)
reconstructed the Qayrawan mosiug and introduced various features

24 rj'f 4o -

of Mesopotamian provenance, Also possibly derivative from

Mesopotamian protypes is the presence of heavy buttreossing on‘the
enclasure Wa{ls of many Maghribi (and, as will be scen, West African}
mosques.zs é&ﬁﬁ;i sees fhe origin of this feature in the early
garrison mosques = "for the fighters of the Ru th who had penetrated
into newly conquered lands" =~ such as Basr and Kufa in Mesopotamia,

and indeed describes the Sidi “Ugba mosque in Qayrawen as ?garrison',26
Kornd P33 ¢ ‘,?_-./a-frf .

The presence of a fomg over the mihrab, or over the space N
directly in front of the miheab, as in the Qayrawan mosque, is
another Umayyvad feoature strongly represented in North African and

Spanish buildings, In the case of Qayrawan Richmond states that “the



method of cffecting the transition from the square of fhe
substructure to the circle of the dome is Persian,"?7 it is
achicved by the addition of semi~conical pendentives across the
corner of the square, This method of converting the square to the
circle through intermediate pentagonal or octagonal shapes is,

as will be seen, one which is adopted by Western Sudancse
architects in constructing the upper scction of mihradb towers,
which although not strictly domical in shape, nevertheless involvg
the transition from a square base to a rounded form at roof level,
The dome in the North African nosque was supported by a complex of
cither single or double archies across each of the four corners, In
Spain, as in the Cordovan example, the development of the structural
use of multi-foil arches to support the dome occuxredf'Since,
however, the domical form in the Western Sudan rested always upon
a square base, the problem of supporting arcies is not of further

concern here,

The Umayyad style of mosque architecture, then, as naturalized
in North Africa and Spain, may be characterized in terms of the
following features of relevance to the study of the Dyula buildings:

i) an enclosurc wall serving basically to mark off a space
for prayer;

L]

ii) in some casecs, the developnent of the enclosure wall
originally for defensive purposes by its reinforcement
with heavy exterior buttresses (*garrison mosques®);

iii) the construction of a mihrab on the qibla wall as an
{ndication of the direction of prayer (i.,e, to iecca),

15
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at the same time giving an axis to the building;

iv) the construction of a flat roof over part of the
enclosure, supported on columns or pillars running
parallel to the qibla wall and therefore at right
angles to the axis of the mosque, The enclosurc was
thus differentiated into sanctuary and sahn or open
court,

v) the development of the minaret on a square-base plan,
The position of the minarct, or minarets, was variable,
occurring for cxample centrally on the outer wall of the
sahn parallel to the qibla wall as in the Great losque
of Cordova, the mosque of Al-llansfira at Tlemcen, or the
mosque of llasan at Rabat, or, as on the original plan
of the mosque of Sidi ©Ugba at Cayrawan, in the northe
west corner of the §E§33

vi) the extensive use of brick rather than stone as building
material; and
4
K\zii)‘ the development of a dome, above roof level, either over,

/ or in the space in front of, the mihirad,
" EREL LSS

It is the spread of this type of congregational or Friday mosque
across the Sahara and into the \Vlestern Sudan which has now to be

followed,



iii CONGRUCATIONAL MOSOUES OF THE SAUARA AMD Til: NIGER BEND

In this section I shall be conceraed with the spread of :
congregational nosques, constructed in the Uméyyad style,.ae¥gss
the Salara and into the region of the Bend of the Middle Niper,
Such mosques appearcd in the settlements associaled with thce
trans=S$aharzan cardvan trails (sce above, p, 1), both in the
caravanserigi towms spaced out along the desert routes and in the
great cormncrcial.eutrcpots of the Western Sadan llocated at the
southern termini of tihese routes, One should not assume, however,
that an orderly sogthiards progression of mosque building occurred:
congregational or Friday mosques yerce probably bDeing constructed

in the Western Sudanese trading towns as carly as, or before, tiose
in the desert towms through which the caravans passcod, Furthcmmore,
the wealth and seeurity found in such southerly centres as Jeme,
in the Middle Niger Delta, appears to have made possible buitding

enterprise o a secale unkuown in the neore northerly Saharan touns,

A mmber of studies of western Saharan mosques have been
published, That by Schacht is concerned with the Central Sudan
aret Salara, and is not of direct relcvance to the present studv.zg
Jasqgues=teunie, viiose work has been largely concerncd with the
architectural styles of Mauretania, hos noted the gencral confomity
of*Salﬁ-lian mosques thicre with those in the Umayyad style, "These

nosques," he observes, “consist of a larpe court, surrounded by a

wall twe or three metres high, The sanciuary (oratoire) was usually



situated on the cast side of the court, It was brOnd_ﬁut not deep..

having only some two or three transverse naves,” The sanctuary, he
\

adds, “has the form of a long rectangle of which the g;eat_fst )

dimension is parallel to the qibla well, and the naves, few in’

30 An example of this type

nunber, are also parallel to this wall,"
of mosque is that of Rachid (Pig., 15), some three hundred miles

east of Nouakchott; it is probably not older than the seventeenth

or cighteenth ccqturies.g‘l Other comparable buildings have been
studied by Mauny, for cianmle, the mosque of Es-Souk (Pip, 16) which
he regards as probably post-nedieval, and that of Old Kidal (Rig, 17)
which he suggzests is :m::d_i.cvz]...33 An early western lMoroccan example
of the style is that of the ruined (stone~built) mosque of Jebel
Lakhdar, north of Marrakesh, which has been dated to between the
eighth and twelfth ccnturim.n By and large, however, the harsh
Saharan environ;'acnt was not one which supported a flourishing
architectural trauition, and for the late survival and indeed
revival of the Umayyad style onc must look further south, to the
large congregational mosques of the Niger Bend and the Middle Niger,
and particularly to those of Jenne and Timbuktu which will be of
crucial concern herc as representing the sub-Saharan tradition out

of which, it will be sugnested, the mosques of the Dyula region

evolved,

Timbuktu has three principal mosques, the Great Mosque or

Jingereber, toe mosque of Sankore, and that of Sidi Yahya. The Great

i
1)
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Mosque is usually regarded as the most ancient, and its carly
history is always linkcd with the pame of AbT Ishiiq Ibrihin al-

Sahill al-Nawayjin, the only archites’ worlking in sub-Saharan

Africa to be mentioned in Mayer's list of Islamic nrchitccts.34
The received view is that al-SabTlT was responsible for building
Jingereber vwhen in the service of the king of Mali al-lEjj tiisi
(reigned ca, 1313-37)35. Since the matter is obviously one of
considerable importance, the cvidence will be reviewed at some

iength,

The major source for the carcer of al-SahIll is the llistory

of the Berbers of Ibn khaldlin, written towards the end of the

fourteenth century but drawing upon information provided by Abd
CAbdallih al-MEmar, a Fatimid who had enjoyed in Mali the protection
of its king, al-lTjj !Misa. Ibn Fhaldin reports that al-Sih I1T was

an Andalusian poct who the Malian ruler had met in l-i.ccca and
persuaded to return with him to Mali, Al-Mamar gave an account of Lhe
return journcy:

"Abf Ishaq el-Tuwayjin and I, we were part of the royal
party and we were accorded the same rank as the wazIrs
anl the heads of countries, The king listened wvith
pleasure to the short storics we told him and at each
stage he gave us a gift of plates of food and sweetmeats,
Twelve thousand youny slaves dressed in tunics of brocade
and silk from the Yemen carried his belongings ... Ve
accompanied him as far -5 the capital of his kingdom, as
he had decided to build an avdience hall, solidly
constructed and covered with plaster, such buildings being
until then unknowm in his country, AbI Ishaq al~tuwayjin,
a man of many skills, took responsibility for executing
the wishes of the king, by building a square hall
summounted by a cupola, In this building he employed.ail
the resources of his geniusond, having covered it with

Y smvs o8y,
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plaster, and decorated it with_argbesques in brilliant
colours, he made of it an admirable monument, As
architecture was unknown in this country, the Sultan was
entranced, and gave al-Tuwayjin 12,000 mithqals of gold-
dust as a mark of his satisfaction, together with the
high favour of the prince, an eminent position_in the
court, and from time to time beautiful gifts, 30 )
A second early source of information on al-SahflI is Ibn Battuta,
who visited Mali in 1352/3, 1Ibn Battuta, reflecting on the
gencrosity of al~lifjj Misa, reported that in the course of a single
day he had given al-SshT1T 4,000 nithqals.>? ke also noted that
al-SahTli's grave was in Timbuktu, and described him as "the
meritorious poct AbI Ishaq al-Sahili of Gharnata (i,e, Granada),

who is known in his own land as al-m'.-:ayjin."aa

That al-S5ahT11 did indeced settle in Timbuktu, and furthernmore
that hc also constructed buildings there, is attested by al-llasan
be VWazaz of Faz in Morocco (Leo Africanus), vho visited the Western
Sudan in both 1509 and 1513, and who reported of Timbuktu:

"there is a most stately temple to be scen the walls

whereof are mpde of stone and lime; and a princely

pplace al_sg tuilt by a most excellent vorkman of
Grmada".“

Although the sense of this passage is not entirely clear, the
implication would scen to be that the Granadan, i,e, al-SthilT,
was the builder in Timbuktu not only of the 'princely palace' but
also of the *stately temple', This latter we may presume to have

been the Great Mosque,

The matter receives further elucidation in the Ta'rIkh al-

siidsn of “Abd al-Rahmin al-Sa'di of Timbuktu and Jenne, a work

20
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completed in the early 16505, Al-Sa'di reports that upon his retum
from Meeca al-llTij Misi ardered the building of a mosque in Gao so
that he uight nale tile Priday prayer there; that in like manner

he had eordered t.msqucs‘.io be built in all thosc towns through which
he passcd on Fridayss that he had built in Timbuktu a palace called
Macdngﬂ (where in the mid-seventeenth century the meat-market stood);
and that iic had also ordered the cnstruction of the minaret of the

10

Great Mosquce An ecrlier Timbuktu writer, Maluld Kiti, whose

Ta'r?kh al-fottich was substantially coupiled in the carly sixteenth

century, also states that the Tinbuktu Great Mosque - and not only

its rinzrel = was built by MIsT at the timc of his pil[jrinagc.4l

Although it is quite common Islanic practice to place inscriptions
on nosques, these rarely record the nanme of the architect but rather
that of the patron, usually the muler or official initiating the
mrk.qé Tiiis appears to have been the case with the Creat Mosque in
Timbuktu, Harth, who visited it in 1853, reported a *somevdiat
illegible' inscripticn over the principal gate which apparently
recorded the construction of the mosque under Masi king of ng,j,,"‘:"

There is now no trace of this inscription,

There scems, then, strong evidence that the Great Mosque of
Tinmbuktu was built, or rebuilt, at the time of al-liijj MIsd's
return from Mecca in the middle of the third decade of t?':e fourteenth
century, and that the architect was indeed an Andalusian from

Granada, Thus it becones important to trace briefly the evolving

)
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arcﬁitectural climate in Spain. Wiile Andalusian tawgs had been the
major centres of building activities during the Unayyad period, the
selzure of power by the Almoravids in the eleventh century introduced
an . era of relative austerity, In the twolfth century, hcswevur,l under
the Berber Almohad dynasty, a xich new style cemerged both in

. Andalusia and in Morocco and culminated, perhaps, in the.Alhambra

in Granada. Mosques Duilt in this peried still foliowed the essential
ground=plan of the earlier Umayyad stru'cturcs, having an open gahn,

a minaret often centrally placed on the outer gahn wall opposite the
nihrab, and a {lat-reoofed sanctuary with aisles running parallel with,
or sometimés at ripht angles to, the gibla wall, The nost notable
dnnovation was in the system of supports for the sauctuary roof,

- afich came to incliude brick pillars, engaged half colurms, and’

E@.ﬂu_slwintcd arches.‘m Ribbed and heneycomb vaulting were
introduced ta support the mitzzb dome, vhich was topped by a
Jlantern, and the developmre nt of the highly decorated portal ga.\;é a
new emphasis to the fagade. It vas also at this time that, both in
Spain and the Maghrib, functional diversification of the mosques
oc\curred: some de:vclopcd as madravas, teaching institutions, others
as Zawiyas organized Ly Sufi mystlcs, while others became essentizlly
mauscleums centred upon the grave of some hely man, Such developments

had begun in Egypt almost five hundred years carlier.“

The Granada of AbTl Ishig al-SahIli's time was, then, onc whexre a

stroag architectural tradition still flourished, It is in this m ntext

that alsSahTit's buildings for the Malian king should be considered.

A
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Unfortunately, although the Great Mosque of Timbuktu may in one sense
be regarded as having survived from the early fourteenth century, it
is by no mcans easy to determine which of its present features may be
regarded as in any way original, There is clear evidence that
Jingereber has undergone a succession of major recors tructions, and
these are to be related to the numerous attacks which the towm suffesed
in the course of its historys the attack by Mossi cavalry forces
sonctime in the fourteenth century, when the town was sacked and burned;
the particularly devastating occupation by the forces of Sonni ®aAli,
the Songhai ruler, in or about 14703 and the entry of Moroccan troops
into the town under Pasha Malmfid b, “A2T b, Zerglnin 1591, to give
only three cxamples.46 As a result of the dislocation cansed'by
such attacks, public buildings were usually the fisst to fall into
a state of disrepair, Al=S8chI1T's palace, the MaSdfigli, had already
by the mid-seventeenth ccnturf given way to a meat market, as already
noted (p, 22 above), Certainly in late 1569 and early 1570, under the
direction of the qigi Al-CAqib, much of Jingereber including the
ninaret was pulled down and rebuilt, vhile thc enclosure area was
extended to incorporate the western ccmetery.47 Other major repairs
are reported for 1678, when one g4 de of the mosque collapsed; for
170&; and for 1736,%% 4mat is unknown is the extent to which
rebuilding involved innovation, = or whether the rebuilt structures

. :
were modelied closely on those destroyed, In view of the close
stylistic similarities between, for exanmple, the three major Timbuktu

mosques, the latter view would seem the more acceptable one,

Nineteenth ceuniury accounts of the Timbuktu mosques are given

e OO
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by Caillid, who visited the town in 1823, and by Barth, who was there

Q

in 1853%%. Although Barth concurred in Caillié's view that the western

part of the Jingereber building was the oldest, I would tend to n.gxlee d
with Meuny that the present qibla wall, including the Mihizab = the

most important part of the mosque - should be regurded as the oldest
surviving stmcture.so If Barth's statement that the ea.r‘.ly Jingereber
had "“three naves" is a»'.':c:e;n‘.ed,5“l and Caillie's ground-plan used |
together with Mauny's, then s tentytive reconstruction of the original
fourteenth century ground-~plan may be attempted (sec Pigs, 18-21),

Cne notes that the reconstructed plan shows a typical Umayyad style
nosque with sanctuary and $ahn, and minaret at the north-west corner

of the latter as for exgmple in the original mosque of Sidi CUgbe 1'n
Qayrawan (see Fig, 2). As will be seen later, the north-vest positioning
of the min;.ret is a feature that emerges very strongly im the more

southerly mosques of the Dyula towns.

The Great Mosque of Timbuktu, with its accretions of the sixteenth
to eighteenth centuries, now assumes the fom of an elongated 5a.m:tua1|:y
contpining a small §_a};1_r3 at the south of which is the minaret (see Fig.
20). The sanctuary roof is supported by eight rows of twenty~five
p:lliars, disposed parallel to the qibla wall, A larger gahm odjoins
the sanctuary to the west:; in it wre 2 numbez of unmarked tombs, The
whoiestructurg‘ is in mud-bricky the ‘saﬁctuary ceiling is timbered with
& mud overlay. The .ﬁ"&_}}l’.’ﬁl tower is pyramidal, and characterised by

profruding timbers which serve as scaffolding to facilitate the annual

th
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repairs of ;;hi,s wost important compoﬁent of the mosque, The mitaret
is buiit on a square base plan, :nd tapers; ;.ti\_:ls capped by n small -

. - a
dome (see Pig. 12). Allowing for the iimitation's imposed on the
architect by the use of unbaked mudebrick, the Jingercber minaret
seens clearly derivative from North African Umayyad style structures)
specifically, a relationship with the silipghtly tapering miparet of
the Sidi SUgba mos‘que in Qayrawan might seem indicated (Fig, 6).
Tha enclosure.wa.lls of the Timbuktu Great Mosquc are crenelated, and
on some faces heavy buttressipg is present, again reminiscent of the
5idi “Ugba mosque {see below), According to Mauny, the interior of
the qibla wall on either side of the mihrab has gecnetrical decorative
work in the plaster, while the remaining walls of the sanctuary

1]
bear many texts in Arabic of o religious nat|.u':f.~.$2 o S '

4

The Sankore mosque in Timbuktu is smaller than, pnd not as old
w.-Jingere‘ber. It is believed to have been bullt in the fourteenth
-or fifteenth centuries, under the patronage of a wealthy woman.. in
the late 15705 or eaxly 1580s the qidI A1-Ciqib is reported, on his
return from the pilgrimage, to haveldemolish cd the earlier building

and to have constructed another which followed exactly the

measurements of the Kaba at bhccil..53 The Tajkirat al-Nisian reparts
the collapse of the minaret in 1678, and other reconstructions in

1709/10 and 1732,%°

Caillié Found the nosque in a good state of
-repaizr in 1828 but Barth, in 1853, reported that the building had
been allowved to fall into e state of disrepalr since the forces of
Shehu m..madu Lobbe of the DIma of Massina had entered the town in

U : s oy



28

the late 1820s, With the construction of the French fort in
Timbuktu in 1897, and the consequent destruction of buildings
between the fort and the mosque, the sand dunes have been allowed |
to encroach upon the area, and the east face of Sankore is now |

) s
severely threatened, The ground plan is showm in Fig, 22, 3

The third major mosque in Timbuktu, that of Sidi Yng?a, was
constructed ca, 1440, and was named after an imdm of the towm,>C
As with both Jingercber and Sankore, the qFdI A1-CAgib initiated
major repalrs in 157?/8.57 A§ is apparent from the ground plan
(Pige 23}, the minaret again has a north-west corner position,

28 it was suggested it did in the original Jingereber building.

In 1939 the original domed and square-based ninaret was drastically‘
reconstructed, -and the new strgucture bears little resemblance to

the earlier one.s8

All three Timbuktu mosques show strong stylistic affinities
with their North African counterpatts built in the Umayyad style,
Their resemblance to, for example, the Sidi “Ugba mosque in |
Qayravan is observable net only in specific¢ features such as the
ninzret, but also in the total impression made by the buildings
(sce Pigs, 24-26), The "impressionistic’ nature of this judgement
is provided with a basis in fact in that the architectural role
of AbO Ishiq al~SahflY « who must have been familiar with the range
of Maghribi building styles = has been established in the Timbuktu

context,
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iv  MOSQUES OF THR MIDDLE NIGER: JEINE

As briefly noted above (p.22), in the sixteenth century

scholarly opinion in the Tinbuktu region was that the Great Mosque
of Timbuktu was only one of a series of mosques built during tlie
reign of al-lf@jj Misi of Mali, Mahndd KXti reported the tradition
that the king made it his custom to order the building of PFriday
mosques in all thosc towns in his dominions through which he passed
on Fridays in the course of his pii[:ri.r:mgc..‘s9 Of mosques originating
in this way, other than Jingereber, Mahm{id Xati mentions that of
Goundam (about 60 miles south-west of Timbuktu), of Doukourei (between
Timbuktu and Goundam), of Dire (about 25 miles south-east of Goundam),
of Bako (unidentified), and of Wanko (apparently west or south-west
of Jem'ue)..ﬁ'0 It will be noted that the Great Mosque of Jenne does
not figure in this list, and it seems clear that the Timbuktu
scholars regarded this as a considerably older foundation, Thus
CAba al-Rahmin al-Sa'di, who was himself a functionary of the Jenne
mosque in the early part of the sevenicenth century, wrote of the
town:

"The inhabitants did not convert to Islam until towards the

end of the sixth century of the hijra (600 A.H, = 1203/4 A.D,).

The Sultan Runburu first adopted Islam and the people of the

town followed his example. lhen Xunburu had decided to

enter into the bosom of Islam, he ordered all the Culamg

who were then in the region of the towm to assemble; their

number exceeded four thousand two hundred, He rejected

paganism in their presence, and enjoined them to pray to

God to grant three things to Jenne; first, that he who,

chased from his own country by penury and misery and coming

to live in this town, should find in exchangze by the grace

of Tod abundav:e and wealth, so that he would forget his
homecland; secondly, that the town should become settled by



31

strangers the best of thosc of their nationality; and
thirdly, that God should deprive all those who visit here
to trade their goods, of their patience, so that, bored
with staying in this place, they will sell their cheap
warcs at low prices, thus benefiting the inhabitants, At
the end of these three prayers the first chapter of the
Qur'in was read, and so these prayers were granted, a
anyone can clearly sce today,. '

Having converted to Islanm in this way, the Sultan
demolished his palace, and replaced it with a mosque
dedicated to the worship of God the highest; it is the
present Great Mosque, lle built another palace for his
court, and this palace adjeins the mosque on the east
sidc,"01

In the Ta':rTih al-fattish Mahndd Kiti gives no indication of the

source for the date of Sultan Kunburu's conversion and for the
construction of the Great Mosque. HMauny swmnarily rejects the date

as too early, and suggests without advancing reasons that the building
of the Great Mosque must be placed in the fourteenth century, a little
time after that of the Great Mosque of Tin:buktu.62 One can only
observe that the whole question of the dating of the spread of Islam
in the Western Sudan is still an open one, that there were certainly
Muslim comnunities there before the eleventh century, and that there
scem no clear grounds for the rejection of Ma}.u:u':d Kati's datc,ﬁs In
particular, there seems no good reason for assuning the Great Mosque
of Jenne to be later in date than that of Timbuktu, :l:me Jenne mosque,
as will be seen, conforns to the basic style of the l‘hawad)
buildings; only if one was prepared to argue that this style was
first introduced into Vest Africa by al=SahTlI would it follow that
the Jenne mosque post-dates Jingereber, In view of the sustained
commercial contact between North Africa and the Western Sudan from |

at least the ninth century onwards, however, such an argument would

¢clearly be spurious, It rust be constantly borne in mind that the
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existence of Timbuktu as a commercial centre was largely determined
by its association with Jenne, The latter was the great emporium

for the gold produced throughout its southern hinterland; the former

-

was only the port at wiich this gold, despatched thence from Jenne
by Niger waterway, was reloaded on to the camel caravans, Furthermore,

as the author of the Tajkirat al-Nisian make clear, Timbuktu was

always highly exposed to raids from the desert nomads, whereas Jenne
was protected ¥rom attack by its position in the interior delta of the
Niger. It seems not unreasonable to suppose that Islamle culture,
manifest in arclitecture and otherwise, took root in Jenne at a date

earlier than in Timbuktu,

In the seventcenth century Jenne could be described as "one of the
great markets of the Muslim world,,,. Bveryone finds great profit in
ﬁ taking hinself there to do bu.:.as.:i.ne.ss.."‘54 Whatever the earlier history
of the town, its rapid economic growth in the fourteenth and fifteenth
century seems proven, It was linked with the more intensive
exploitation of the goldfields far to its south, between the Volta
and the Komoe rivers, The collection of gold over the whole of this

region was monopolized by the Dyula, arxl Jenne developed as the

con?:roll.ing market for this enterp:’ise.ﬁs There is, then, a strong
us‘:t::lption that for any generalized study of mosques in the Dyula
region, that of the Great Mosque of Jenne is of crucial importance,
and that it is this mosque, rather than those of Timbuktu, which
should be regarded as possibly the sub-Szharan prototype for the

’ Friday mosques in the Dyula towns,

As already noted, in the early seventeenth century al-Sa'di

Im0e 0O,
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;'egarded thé Great Mosque of Jenne as the building er:ectcd Caa 13@_(3
at the time of the conversion of Sultan Kunburu, Unlike the case of "-‘_5.
the Timbuktu mosques there is no suggestion in the Western Sudmése
chronicles that the Jennc mosque underwent z series of major
reconstructions: a matier 10 be associated nof only with the e'asily
def ended site of the town“, but plso with the abundant supﬁlies of
water and mud then‘-e, vhich made the maintelha,nce of the fabric of the
building & nuéh simpler affair than in the more northerly semi-desert

location of Timbu}:tu.67

The figst Duropean to visit Jenne and to describe its mosgue was
C2il1ié, who was there in 1828; he reported it as "dominated by two
enormous but notj__ very high towers," Within a few years - though not

- -mecessarily in 1830 as is usuzlly said - the Great Mosqug was
.a.bandonr.:d on the orders of Shehu Aljmadu Lobbo of Massina, and a new
mos'que was built on a nearby site, The fullest accoﬁnt of this
event is that recorded by Dubois in the late nineteenth century from
the testinony of a marabout of Se.gu.(’8 Shehy Almadu, it was said,
had attended school in Jenme as a youth, although he himseif was
not from the toum but bglonged to the sedentary Fulanl society of
the Massina countryside, Impoverished, and from g background the
austerity of which contrasted greatly with the lwtury of the
cosmopolitan tovmspeople, Almadu wes disturbed to find_adjoining the
Great Mosque an area of brothels, bars and dance-halls, Hc was even
nore horrified to find that at n:lghi': the revellers had no hesitation

in Iwandcring inte the mosque, Thus, twenty or thirty yecars later,

s victorious amIr al-rmu'minia or comnander of the faithful of the
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Dina of Massina, Shehu Ahmadu ordered the destruction of the Great
Mosque and the construction of a simpler and undefiled building
neaxby. Portunately the walls of a mosque cannot easily be torn
down; hatf a century later the ruins of the Great Mosque were still
sufficiently complete for Dubois not only to d:aw a ground plan

69

but aliso to draw elevations of the building, These are reproduced

in Pigs, 27, 30 and 32,

The Great Mosque was a square building, the enclosure walls
measuring 183 feet each way, and being 39 feet high, The enclosed
areca was divided into a flat-roofed sanctuary about 85 feet deep,
and a somewhat smaller openm §ahn about 65 feet decp. The enclosure
wall was double, forming a closed gallery about 5 feet wide vhich
ran around the whole of the mosque and which was lighted by small
ﬁindows pierced through the ocuter wall on the north and south faces.
The sanctuary was divided into nine transverse aisles, i.e,
running parallel with the gibla wall, by the columns vhich supported
the roof, The minaret stood in the centre of the western wall of the
sanctuary, and extended through the ninth, eiglth and seventh alsles,
Drawing on the memory of old men, Dubois showed both minaret and
mihrab tower as slightly tapering but tmncated structures terminating
at Jittle abeve roof level -~ a matter in which he has the support of
Caillid (see above, p. 33). It is sdme test of the accuracy of
Pubols* evidence, that the most unuswal feature which he reports,

mnely the closed galleries, arxe referred to in the sixteenth centuryr

the Ta'xTkh sl~fattish reports that on the occasion of Askia IsQEq's
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address to the assembled 'urma in or about 1540, all ‘the galleries and

aisles of the mosque were filled with people.70

Shehu Ahmadu's mosque at Jenne followed the same basic plan,
with open $abn and flat-roofed sanctuary, as the older Great }ﬁsque
(see Fig, 29). The minaret and mihrab towers were similarly square,
truncated and low, The enclosure wall, however, was not £uttrcssed,
and the whole building looks undistinguished and austere besides
its predecessor.71 At the beginning of this century the Pulani
mosque was in a state of disrepair, and the “ulami of Jenne decided
to rcbuild the old Great Mosgue, On the site of the former a school
or madrasa was put up though, to appease the Fulani element in the
towm, every Friday the muezzin of the Great Mosque walks over to the

school and makes the call to prayer from therc.73

‘The Great Mosque was reconstructed in 1909, with the active
participation of the local French administration, It follows closely
the plan of the older building, having a flat-roofed sanctuary of
ten transverse aisles, and en open gahn, see Pig, 28, The only
radical change occurred on the west wall, which had apparentiy been
totally destroyed by Shehu Ajmadu who utilized the brick in the
construction of his new‘m05que73; otherwise the outer walls probably
follow much the same course as those of the original building,
Apparently under PFrench influer e, however, liberties were tzken

with the treatment of the exterior enclosure walls, Bach cluster

of three buttresses on the original mosque was converted into a
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s0lid tower, so ltat Lor example on the east face the mihirad

tower now appears flanked by two others {sce Figs. 30-33)., A
wassive portal was also created on ihe north wall, and decoxative
devices were added te the tops of the towers which most writer;
have described as phallic74 but which Dubeis, who regarded the \\

now building as a caricature of the old, suggested make it look \\

like Mo baroque tenple dedicated to the god Supp051tory."75 ;"

Bearing in mind the crucial vole of Jenne as the main
emporiun of the Dynla traders, in the next section I shall
atferpt to give g peneral desexiption of these rwsgues founded
by the Dyula in the numerous settloments which they establig ed
albng the trade routes leading to the gold-~beariny zegions in

thie south, . _ ..
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V. THE FRIDAY MOSQUE IN TigB DYULA TOWNS DESCRIPTION

Marty found that the Dyuia distinguish three types of mosques, 79
The Seritongo, used by individuals or Small groups of Mislims for their

daily Prayers, is frequently no more than an area of Eround marked off

if they have no access to 3 Friday mosque, It may consist of no more
than an unroofeq enclosure with walls a few feet high, or it may

consist of a roofed building littie different jn 2ppearance from the

Snaller Friday mosques, The Jdaniu, or Juma, or MiSsiri-janiy is a
roofed building useq for the Friday Prayers and serves the requirenents
of the whole ‘umma, that is, of the Ccomunity of the faithful
regardless of Tank, wealth, descent, domicile, ethnic identity or

ggfi affiliation, For this Teason, although most uauaily Called in
English vthe Friday mosque', it is a1so known as the 'congregntional

mosque’ or, in Prench, 'mOSquEe-cathédrale'.

and the existence of a Priday mosque, It was observed by one Dyula
Broup that 4 Community of about fifty aduit males was necessary for
the support of a Frid ay mosque.77 This seens to agree broadly with

Such statisticat data as exists, Thus of forty-seven Mislim Dyyi,

eleven possessed Friday mosques, Namely, the nine largest, the

eieventh, and the eightecnth. The data js aumnarized beloy;
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Town or village B Muslim Papan Friday Other

. population popul, mosquce ROSQUES
L
*NONDUY.Y 2,078 . 568 1 2
PRNDAM LGN =S5O OURA L7086 - 1 1
BONDO-DYOULAS 326 - 1 1
SANGUI LU 504 - 1 1
*SOROBANGO . 445 687 1 1
*YOROBADI 350 - 1 1
AVOUAIIIIORO ' 250 - b\ :
KOKOYADOUGOU 230 — h § b ¥
TALATINI-TOMOURA 209 - b § b
POUGOUBRE la9 - - -
BANDAUAGNT ~TOMOURA, 17¢ - 1l 3
KAMELY , 164 100 - -
PALA ) 100 85 - -
BANGIO . 81 - ™ -
SYI-LOYO 78 - - -
KOUADTOLGTO 20 50 - - "
KAPAIN 73 : oS - -
TALAITHI-SCHOURA 64 - 1 1

{Nonc of ihe smaller villarnes has a mosque, Places starred are
ineluded in the mosque sample ciamined in the nott section)
The gbove data suggest that it is only wihen a village has a2 total

Muslin population of approaching two hundred that it obtains a
' 73

Friday mosque; the case of Talahini-Sokoura i5 clearly unusual,

This figure is broadly compatible with the one given ecerlier (5.33).

An ‘umna or comunity capable of maintaining a Priday mosque
will usually at the same time support an |:1.11;1:'!15, however snall:

thot is, & cadre of learned Muslims responsible for guiding the

*umna, including a *Rriday® imam or imam alw-fama®a vho will lead
- £
the faithful in praver and a numtber of karsmokos who instruct the

comnunity in the Sunna or Way of the Prophet, (see above, pp. 4-5).

The establishing of a Priday mosque i's subject to a form of + va

.
-’-)
/

control; that iz, a license ¢o build has to be obtained from a -

ﬂ TR TR




Priday imTnm. elsewhere, Certainly this regulatory mechanism appears
to have been in operation among the eastern Dyula in the nineteenth
century, when a wave of mosque building occurred, Thus, for example,
the mosque of Leo in Volta was built ca, 1875 by Adama Yeyi, who
obtained authorization from al~llijj Mahmd Karantaw of l-iahabu.'one
of the lesser known West African jihad leaders .EO The mosques of
Nakora, Walwale and Walembele appear all to have been 11;:ensed from
Wa, in north-western Glana.SI The Friday mosque of Wa, in turn,
was built in the 1880s with authority from Xong, in the Ivory Coast,_]
and indeed by an architect from t!wzre.Bz An earlier Friday mosque
in ¥a had likewise been built with authority from Jong, obtained
by Sa®td b, SAbd al-Qidir Tarawiri of Wa (later the ninth inin there)
fron Iuan CAbLZE:- b, tubammad al-tugiaf® Saghanughu of Kong.sa

In the Dyula towns and vijlages the Friday mosque uvsually
stands out from all other buil;‘lings both by its different
atchitectural style and by its scale: as Figs, 34~-8 shoy, this-
particularly imr:::cssed Binger who, in 1887-9, became the first
Burcpean to travel exteusively throughout the Dyula region,
Most importantly, the mosque is also distinguidied functionally
from the mass of village buildings, Unlike them, it is a centre
of tissentially comnunal activity: it is frequently the first,
and sometines the only, public building in the community, Basically,
the mosque was the place where the whole funma net together once a
week for the Friday prayer and for the khutba, tli' sermon, It was

also a centre of educational activities for both yuung and old

alike; for the heginner copmencing the study of the Qur'in and for
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théﬁglderly‘studcnt working upon 1am.and the commentagies. The Briday
igiﬁwhimseif was necessarily a man of cducation, and in the smpller
commnities would combine his duties as infim with those of teaching;
larger centres would attract other karamokos who might establish a
nunber of school#. The mosque alse becomes the centre of juridicai
activities where, under the direction of the imim the learned element
in the community meet to establish ijma, the consensus of opinion,

on rightful p;occdures. BFinally, the m§5que fostered the growth of a
small 'bureaucracy', consisting of the imanm hinself, the muezzin

who calls the‘ falthful to prayer, a mosque treasurer, a mosque
caretaker, a khatib or preacher, pnd perhaps others, The size of the
bureaucracy will be detemined by the prosperity of the community ip
quéstion; in la#ﬁe towits it may comprise many functionaries of one
sort or another, The functions of the ®ulami, and of the mosque
fuqctionaries_- at the head of each of which is the Friday imam =
cut across cxisting socio-cultural and linguistic boundaries, to
establish and maintain a new sct of values, including M iki legal
precepts, and to introduce a new language, Arabic, with attendant

literacy,

The physical presence of the mosquecha? thus be seen as an if

L

{

outward acknouledgement of the revoiutionary changes that occur in
a society when it becomes Yslamized, In the Dyula region the mosque
is never built in the *vernacular' idiom of round or square thatched
buildings, but in a *transcendentalt one which symbolizes the

3! _
igentifilcation with the wider imcaeiiviy of Islam,
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Having given some account of the different types of mosques, of
the prerequisites for establish ing a Friday mosque, of the communal
functions of the mosque and its impact upon society in linguistic,
legal, religious and cultural = including architectural - fields,

1 shall now examine the various architectural features which

characterize the Dyula style of mosque building.

In the Dyula region the Friday mosques show seeningly great
similarity in style, They are all flat-.-roofed buildings constructed
fron sur~burnt mud-brick laid in regular courses, Usually a finishing
lay of mud plaster is applied for functional as well as aesthetic
reaseons, The enclosure wall is often (though not always) entirely
roofed over, the absence of a gahn thus revealing a departure from '
the basic Umayyad style, There may bLe a number of reasons for this
divergence, Citen, Decause of the nmature of the Islamization process,
tiw rosgue had to be built centrally in a pre-existing towm, where
shortage of space made the construction of a relatively non-
functional gahu a luxery that could be ill-afforded; by contrast,
many North African towns such as Qayrawan itself were from inception
Muslim, and the town could be planned to allow maximum space for the
mosque, Furthernore, in the Western Sudan the mosque has to afford
protection not only fro.n: the sun but also from the heavy seasonal
rains; an open but enclosed space night easily constitute a threat
to the whole building by reason of lack of drainage for the
accummulated min-water = a problem also faced in Turkey where the

gahn, if it cxists at all, is usually greatly reduced in size..."4
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Those mosques in the Dyula region which do retain the gahn
follow closely the Unmayyad nodel, The minaret (Dyula miirari or
Joki ' ») is then most commonly found on the south-west corner of
the west sanctuary well, Dy contrast, in mosques without a g_q_l}g
the minaret most comsonly occupics a north-west corner position,
Again, in those mosques which retain the gohn the ninaret is
usually built on a rectangular base and is fint-topped, somctimes
in stages, vhereas in those mosques without a sabn there is a
strong tendancy {or the minaret to be treated in the sane way as
the pyranidal nibrab tower and often they can be distinguished
neither by style nor size, but only by position, In a few cases
a tower minaret is replaced by an external staircase-minaret .
which allows the ruezzin direct access to the roof from ground-

level,

The sanctuaries of the Dyula mosques are usually parallelepipeds,
swelling at their basc. Size is not linked with style: thus the
sinilar mosques of Sansannme-lianzo (Togo) and Dobo-Dioulasso (Volta)
have sanctuarics respectively aporoximately 20 feet and 110 feet
long from east to west, The enclasure walls, which are usually
fron twenty to twenty-five feet high, are somctines unstrengthened
by either buttresses or pilasters, but.ma.y have crenelations along
the parapet wall. Sone mosques have pilasters on the enclosure wall,

i

but most of the mosques studied (see Appendix I) have heavy \

buttressing, Such buttresses are fregquently connected by horizontal

S 0OSe,
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ieces of timber which serve both as a permanent scaffolding for

se when the mosque is re-plastered and as cpnsolidating bars for

structural reinforcement, The flat roof iéhsupportcd 5y hcavy

golumns which comelimes cover more than half of the total area of

he floor of the sanctuary, The Eﬁbﬁﬂg is usually no more than a

hallow recess in the qibla wall, Tt is usually surmounted by a

tower which is occasionally flat-topped but morc coumonly pyremidal,

Malysis of these pyranidal mihirab or miparct towers is in fact

gonplex, Essentially they appear to have a squarc base touser rising

pproxinntely to roof heisht, surmounted by a tapering donical

fstructure, Scai-conical shaped pendentives are imposed on the square

lo:er form of the tower at the corners to effect the transition from

Bquare to conical form, as has been dcscribed earlier (p, 15) for the

gihrab of the Qayrawan mosque, The mud~brick idion, however, often

sbscurce the complex character of these structures, and leaves the

Wbserver with only the impression of thc tapering or pyramidal aspect,

minbar, Dyula mumari, is found to the side of the interior mihrab

ess, It is usually no more than a low mud platform; sometines it

a wooden dais vhich is carried into the mosque only for the Friday
85

rayer, =~ Nevertheless, the ninbar is one of the distinguishing

features of the Friday mosque, since from it the imfm or khatib

delivers the weckly sermoa to the asscmbled *umna,

Sometimes an open area around the mosque is encircled by a low

smttinuous wall, or by Synmetrically spaced low conical pillars;

]



often it is the graveyard for imims and other notables which is thus
delineated, Doors into the sanctuary appear to be randomly
distributed on all walls except the qibla, Desoxative work is

rare except above doorvays, where either crenelptions are placetd
with or without punched "I:ri::ugulations, or a leavy portal is

built almost invariably with similar trisngulations, On a few
mosques exanined a continuous band of punched triangulations runs
avound the mosque, either on or just below the parapet wall,
Rain=water from the roof is drained off througly holes made in the
parapet wall, and thrown clear of the enclosur: wall by wooden

or pottery rain.-spouts,

Sone of 'these features typical of the Dyula mosques are shoun
in Fig, 39, In the ncxt section they will be listed systematically,

and each mosque characterized in terms of then,
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FIG.39: 1LLUSTRATION of SCLECT
YARIABLE S '

VARIABLES 15 AND 20:

PYRAMIDAL MIHRAS,
AND PROTRUDING

Ti{BERING.
]
o,
-_
:
| -
VARIABLES 19 AND 22 HORIZONTAL
TIMBLRING, AND REGULARLY-SPALED
BUTTRESSING.
VARIABLE 13:
RECTANSULAR
MINARET INTWO
STAGES

VARIABLES 23 AND 24: REGULARLY
SPACED PILASTERS, AND CRENELATIONS

oM WALLS.

VARIBLE 25: HEAVY PORTALS VARIABLE 26: CRENELATIONS OVER ()
OVER DOOAS, WITH PUNCHED DOORS, WITH PUNCHE D TRIANG ULATIONS,

TRIANGULATIONS.
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TUB ERIDAY HOSQUR IN TIE DYULA TO'MNS: FACTOR ANALYSIS

An attenpt will now be made to present a systematic analysis of
the stylistic fecaturcs of fifty mosques from the six states, Ghana,
Guinca, Ivory Coast, Mali, Togo and Volta, The most northerly of
these are the Jingercber and Sankore mosques in Timbuktu in Mald,
the nost wc.stefly that of Kankan in Guinea, the most southerly Menji
and Namasa in Ghana, and the most easterly Samsanne Mango in Togo,
No complete emumeration of mosques in this large region exists; one
might hazard the gucss that the sample of fifty is in the order of
5% to 10% of the total number, The sample is not random, but has
been determined by the amwount of data available, which is the richest
for Ghana, from vhere perhaps 50% of all mosques have been included,
The analysis offered, however, does not presuppose randomness in the
sample, The fifty mosques are listed in Appendix I, together with

the sources of data for each,

The character of each of the fifty nosques will be described with
reference to twenty~-cight variable features (which may be regarded as
systematizing the account of the characteristics of mosques in the
Dyula region offered in the previous section), An analytic list of
these variables follows; for the factor analysis which will be
aoft’crecl it is not pecessary that all variables are independent ones,

nor that all have equal weight, The first column gives a numerical

indication of the relationship of the variables to each other; the

-_ second gives a description of the variable; and the third a number,

. between 1 and 28, to ecach,

—

-
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MINARET

3.1 Tower “i-narCt prcsc"t? eEs s s senprrersatanstanndRasndendnerninds
2.2 Eternal staircase minaret ProSeNt? seeescscscscssressssasnrann

POSITION OF MIKARLT

3,1 JMinaret at S5.W, comer of SanCLUATY secsseseressevsevssssverers
3,2 Minaret at centre of We wall of SanctuUary secesscissssscsvesecs
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MIHRAB TOWER

5.1 Miprab without tower, not extending above roof level ....ceeeee
3.2 vaa-r-l-ida-l nil;r.b L L o N R I N N N )
5.3_ Rcctnng‘l.llar fla.tﬁtupped mj-l.lrau T R N R R N )

TIMBERING

6.1 Visible timbers used in COﬂStI\lCtiOﬂ ShesasARs st rRARt AN RLn
6,11 Horizontal and protruding timbers present [ ..eevseeessvsssones
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6,13 Protruding timbering Only ..cesaceccccsscessccersceccsrsanrscnnse

ENCLOSURE VALLS
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?.3 Regularly-.spaced buttrcs-ses 0!!1)’ R R R T R
7.3 chularly—Spaced pilﬂ.ﬁters 0“1? Sestsssssstassntstslancntnann e
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o dnice b, v . Lo o e Ll AT L L S0 SRR DL EERERESS AL St

Bxterior DECORATIVE WORK
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8,1 leavy portals over door, with punched triangulations ,...ececes
8.2 Crenclations over doors, with punched triangulations ,....cceess
. 8,3 Crenelations over doors, no punched triangulations ,....evecees
8.4 Punched triangulations on, or parallel with, parapet wall ..,.,
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~ TADLE OF VARIABLES FOR MOSQUE ARCIITECTURE IN TilZE DYULA REGION
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Information about cacli of the fifty mosques is tabulated belows

1 indicates the negative value of tic voriable, 2 thc.poattive value,

1

46
47
48
49

HesquR

BANGWON

BANDA NKUWANTA

BOBO-DIQULASSO

DOLE T

BOLE IIX

BOROMO

BUNA I

BUNA IX

DAR AL-SALAM

DIEBUGU
FIELMNON

GINDADO
GUROPISE

HAMALE

OLD JENNE

FAWARA

XONG
LARADANGA X
LARABANGA IV

MALUE

MINJI

NAXOIA

NAMASA
NANDAW

NANDO

NASA

JINGEREBER
SANKORE

TUNA

WA DONDOLI
WA I

WAHADU

WALEMBELER

WALWALE

WECHIAU
WOLU

SIGU 1

KANKAN
SANSANNE MANGO
BAMOIIO

MANDARA

WA X

DONDURY
YOROBADI

LOXO0SS0O

SALAGA

SEGU 11

SOROBANGO

LIO

30 GUEITEGUELA

VARIAILES
1.0I..‘I..ll.'C.I..U.l....-zs
2111111121111221111212121211
1211121111211121221112111121
1211121111211121221112111111
1211121111211121221112111121
1211121111211121221112111211
2122111111111121211211121111
1211121111211121211221121121
1211121111211121211221121121
1211121321211321221112111111
1212112111121121111211112111
1111111111132112113111221112
1111111111111211111112112111
1111311312111131121221112112111
12121211111121112111111221112
2211211111121112111121121112
1211121111211121211212211121
1211121311211121221112111111
12111211112113121221112112111
1211121111211121211212112111
1211122111211121221112111121
1212111111121121221112111121
1211121111211121221112111121
1211323111121211111111111111
11131111122113121111112111111
112111113.1111122111111121112
11111111113111211211112111111
2211111112112121211221121111
22121311111112121211221121211
1211121111211121221112112111
1221121111211123211212112111
1212121111211121221112111121
2212111111121121211211121111
1121121111111121211212112111
1211121111211121211212121121
12121122111211121221112121211
131111111111112121121)111111
2211211111121121211221121111
1212111111121121211212122111
1111111331111121221112111121
1211121111121121231211221121
1211121111211121221112111111
1211121111211121221112112111
1211121131213121221112111111
111111121111113121211212121121
1217121111211121221112112111
1111111111211121211212121111
2212111111121121211211111111
1211121131211121221112111111
1111112111111121211211121212
2211121111121121111111121121
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The information tabulated above was key punched, and the subsequent
operations computerized, for [actor analysis, A matrix of variables was
constructed, and eighteen facto  with positive Eigenvalues were tabulateds
5.,859¢ 3,412; 3,347; 2,176; 1,835; 1,626 1,273; 1,217; 1,005; .899; .526;
o372; L333; 4231; 183; A54; ,092 and ,001, For the ten higher values
a factor malrix was constructed without rotation, and for the eight
higher values with rotation, Factor scores were listed for cach nosque
both wilhout, and with, rotation, for the cight {actors with highest
Eigenvolues, For cach foctor the list of mosqgues was then re-ordered,
nanually, folloving individual rptings, The sixteen lists so obtained
were craminal for significance in the light of the ains of the present
inquiry, Unpredictably, the cight scorings with fac tor rotztion proved
to be of no practical valuc: apparently factor analysis theory has as
yet devised no decision-procedure for determining whether rotation or
non-rotation is required in a specific investigation, and the test
must be ecmpirical, Predictably, by contrast, for the non-rotated
faclor scores the list of mosques for factor 1 - with by far the
highest Eigenvaluc rating of 5,839 - proved highly significant, and

it is this analysis vhich I shall now examine in detail,

Investigation of the content of Pactor 1 will follow the

presentation of the list of mosques ordered in accordance with their
scores, In this list, which is given below, it will be observed. that
the Great losque of Jenne ('0ld Jenne') has the lowest rating -
reflecting its position, as tentatively argucd above on other than

stylistic grounds, as the sub-~3aharan prototype of the congregational

»

:
3

mosques in the Dyula region ((re p, 32 above),
e 4 i

X e 0Ty

e
- -



UES IW THE DYULA REGION: ORDERED UNROTATED FACIOR SCORES BOR

R I WITH EIGENVALUE 5,889

=232
o244
w245
=, 253
=341
] u.367
i -, 402
".443
-.512
".52.4

1 =585
h ".628
...‘,533
=815
~.842
+1,039

MOSQIES

Bobo~Dioulasso; Bonduku; Dar al-Salam;
Kong; Mandara; Sorobanfo
Larabanga I; Lokosso; Tuna; Wa I
Banda Nkwanta; Dolc Ij Maluwe; Nakora;
Wa 1I

Bole II

Wechiau

Wa Dondoli

Larabanga IV

Kawara®

Waluale

Guropise

Sansanue Mango

Menji

Buna I; Buna II
Walenbele

Salaga

Nandaw; Nasa

Yorobadi

Banako

Kankan

Guenteguela

Diebugu

Namasa

Gindabo

Guolu

Segu II

Wahabu

Leo

Boromo

Sepu I

Bangwon

Timbuktu Jingereber
Timbuktu Sankore

Nandom

Fielmon

Hamale

0ld Jenne

NUMDER

3; 433 9;
17; 41; 48
18:45;29;42
23 4; 20; 22;
31

5
.35

30
19
16
34
13
39
21
7; 8
33
46
24; 26
44
40
38
50
10
23
12
36
47
32
49
6
37
1
27
28
25
11
14
15

E
| Before proceeding to the analysis of these scored data, some
- |

explanation of the nature of Pactor 1 must be given, Pactor 1 is

,“ mathematical construct out of all twenty-eight variables, and can

only be defined mathematically, It can, however, be otherwise described,
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end the following table which is Dbas upon the unrotated factor

Vatrix shows those of the twenty-cight variables which have positive

valiies vis~a-vis Factor 1, ranked according to the mathematical weipght

assipgned to them:

22 o spaced buttresscs ONlY ceecevscesrcansscsnsnnsne .811
11, BINBTEL s venenvetossttsnreatsoistobéisatasestnes +304
18. and protruding timbeIrsS ,.esenessccsssscssssnns 753
{'-. . i o L 11 ‘{";'.llil' ArB BB BAaRA BB B ERd I?"‘l
17. t used in constNICtion ,esssevtsocsaesionss 565
15, NIaD evvevecesscasseansiuniscasssnenncassnanes « 549
’ doors, no pu ! tri  F0 .0 1077 « 258
oV doo 'y 1 1 pu TIr1 1latior o0 b .‘.l_;i
I ction of is tabl t Variabl . linked with both
i d 11, 1 ¥ iable 1 ith V ble 18, VYarizbles 2 and
17 may therefore De discounted. Variables 25 and 27 will be seen to
be negatively linked, and therefore indicate two sub-factors withix
Pactor 1, BEmpi 11y, then, Factor 1 be scen to award tl
hirhest positive scor ' S U wit pyramidal minarets {
in the north- t corner of th anctuary; with pyramidal &
towers; with heavily buttressed walls; and with both horizontal and
protruding timbering: two sube-styles being distinguished by the
treatment of the space over the doors, Conversely, the lovest scores
will be awarded to mosques with characteristics the most highly
opposed to the above, as shown in the second table below which lists

the highest negative values for Factor 1:

Weight

ti B P R Ry o T - s - 666
igular ssesssssesntdssesdonnnnnd -e 563
1 4+ ca 11l 1 ;4'] 111-.,...-{ = r'\l

) L with, araj TEIXL o7l
re t IO =357
rular | ob B¢ t =524

L N BN BN N N LER RN R ]
"" T
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It will be scen from the table on p. 54 that the fifty mosques
constituting the sample are distributed over a total of thirty-six
scores, A geographical factor will now be introduced in such a way as
to show vhether any corrclation exists between factor scores and
the distribution of mosques in space, For this purpose the thirty-
six scorcs will be reduced by 75%, so that, as shown below, each

nosque nay be ~ssigned to one of nine letter-coded groups, A to I,

Grouned scores Group Mosquces
{{ron p, 54) code

«S00  ,350 A Bobo-Ditulasso; Dondulu; Dar al-Salam; Kong;
Mandara; Sorobango; Laresbanga I; Lolkosso;
Tuna: Va I; Danda Nhugntas Pole Ij Maluwes
Nakora; %Wa II; Dole II

«350  ,200 B Weehiaus; Wa Domdloli; Larabanga IV; Kawaras
Walwale

«200 <050 C Curopise; Sansamac Mango; Menji

050 =-,100 D Dung X3 Buna II; Valembele; Salaga

=100 =,250 E Nandaw; Nasa; Yorobadi; Dwaako; Kankanj

’ Guenteguela; Diebugu; Namasaj Gindabo.

=-a250 =,450 P Guolus Segu IX; Wahabuj; Leo; Doromo

-,150 =,650 G Segu I3 Bangwon; Tinmbulitu Jingereber;
Timbuktu Sankore; HMandon

~a6i350 «,900 H Fielnon: Hanale

~200 ~1,050 X Jenne

All fifty mosques are now plotted, by their group cede~letters, on
a base map, see p, 57, Inspection shows irmediately the existence
of a strons correlation betieen the grouped factor anplysis scores,
and geographical distrl!‘mtion. On the basis of this five mosque
complexes have been indicated - though two of these, Jenne and .
Tinbuktu, might at this stage more accurately be described as
complex ﬂu61¢i-86 The delimitation of these complexes is very

tentative; in particular, a much larger sanple of nosques from the

T SRR A R s A S A 5 i ~asibt
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region of the Middle and Upper Nipeis is required, Provisionally,
however, we may distinguishs

COMPLEL I: mosques of the Middle Riger (represented only by
Jenne in the sample);

COMPLEX II: mosques of the Niger Bend (represented only by two
Timbulkiu mosques in the sanple, but probably
extending into_the Sphara to include, for exanple,
that of Agadc587l;

COLPLEX I1XI: nosques of the Unper Niger, extending from the
vicinity of Segu in the east almost to Futa Jallon
in the west, and southwards into the western Ivory
Coast;

COMPLEL IV: mosques of the Upper Black Volta; and

COMPLEL V: mosques of (roughly) the Middle Volta Basin and
the Upper Xomod,

It should be stressed, that once one noves outside this broad area,
quite different styles of mosques are encountered. Those of i_Iu.xsa.landf
to the east may have sone renote stylistic affinities with those ?‘
considered hcre,ag but even this ruch cannot be said for the

circular grass-roofed mosques of Futa Jallon to the west,

Complexes I and II have been discussed in Sections iii and iv of
this study, Conmplex IV appears to be no older than the mid-nineteenth

century, and rcflects the influence on the arca of the jihad leaders

R Y | p A S e
L e

al-H3jj Mahmiid Karantaw and his father Muhanmuad, vho wéré from the
vig_;rnlilgm{_.]e_g_ne: a study of this movenent and of its architectural
implications is being conducted independently, and Complex 1?' will not
therefore be considered further !‘uf.'l:e.89 Complexes III and V, on the
other hand, will be examined in detail, nn(thc hypothesis formulated

that Complex III is intermediate between Complexes I and Vo)



59

vii  TilM ERIDAY 105 U8 AN 11E DYULA TGS HIATORICAL ANALYSIS

_—— e —

In the spread of mosques in the regions wixler cousideration,
the role of the Sashanughu cg_l_:\_r_g.' apears to have been a crucial
one, The first nontion of the Saghanughu in a Yest African context
is that of Ibn Battuta, who in 1352 visited the casterly Malian
town of ZirhAri which may be nresuned to be Dia, north of Jemne,

He notedd that i+ was inhabited by black traders called Wangara, i.c.

Dyula, but that among then lived a nunber of white nen belonging f‘f ‘
to the Ibadi sc.(:-t_mallcd ;aghan;-_;:hu.go Une hundred and fifty
years later a Mubamuad Saghanughu cxstablished for hinself a
reputation as jurisconsult in the toum of Jcnne.gl Thus it would
seem that in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries the Saghanughu R
i ss”

were \ecll-cstai)l‘d:ed. as scholars and marabouts, in the Jeune
region, For rcasons that are not clear, however, sonewhere around
1500 many of the scholars of the rcgion, aml especially of Dia,
migrated westwards under the leadership of one al-ifAjj SAdim Shwari,
arxl established in metropolitan Mali a new toun, Jagha-Da, 'big
Dia*.%" Anong the mizrants were Saghanughu, who spread out in the
region establishing mosques and schools wherever they went, as did
associated groups of cy_l_.lna_: such as the Pufana, The Saghanughu
became for a tine particularly associnted with the now vanished town
of Mafarru, and the Fufana with Kankan (see map, p, 60), In 1600/1
an al=lxjj “Uthnin Saghanuzhu of Mafarru is reported to have nade the

pilgrinage to .‘-!'-cca.93

As |
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This movement of scholars from the Jenne rcgion into the valley
of the Upper Niger provides a most likely context for the erection
there of mosques of Complex III, stylistic closcly related, as has
been seen, to the old Great Mosque of Jeone, Only work in the ficld,
and particnlarly in the libraries of the Dyula cm, will
confirm or refute this hypothesis, Dy contrast, the role of the ‘
Saghanughu in thic development of mosque building further cast, in J

o NAA N ]
. the area of Cauplex V, may be rcgarded as established, The pilgrinm ‘

P
route from Futa Jallon, Ffuta Toro and the Upper Niger wiich followed
the line of the Niger to Jenne and Timbuktu had to pass through a
large expanse of territory controlled by the pagan Bambara, Because
oi this a longer and more southerly route appears to have developed,
which passed through a series of Dyula towns including the ancient
commercial ‘centres of Boron and DBighu before linking in Gopja-with -

the Hausaland cola-caravan routes, Mot cnly was this route safer
——

- g —— -

——— > e -

- —

but it was also miore remuner:tive for the pilgrinms: they were able
——=re— .

to trad-i_a;{ld__ﬁcp in the coursc of their journey, Indced, lcarned
pi_llgx’-;.ms were particularly welcomed for, because of their isolated
positions in the midst of pagan autochthonous populatiocns (above, p,
2), the southern Dyula communities found difficulties in maintaining
contact with the mainstream o. Islam, Backsliding and apostasy were
not uncommon, and groups like the Sanu Dyula of Dobo-Dioulasso, the
Tarawiri Dyula of Jerapa near Wa, and the Bighu Dyula of Toundiane
near Bonduku are knovm to have reverted to paganism, It was in this

context that, in the later cighteenth century, the Saghanughu Sulami

established communities in one town after another, opening schools,
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puiltding new :m:qu‘s, a’id gradually renewing and reinvigorating the
Jistin content of Dyula culture, The movement of Saghamughu Sulanmi

from Mafarru to Boron (where Mahammad al-m.ﬂafi Saghanughu, died
1776/7, was inim), and thence to Kong (where “Abbds, son of Mihammad
pl-Mugtaf®, became imim) and to Bobo-Dioulasso (where Sa®Id and

Ibrxhin, also sons of 'ubammad al-tustafd, became successive imims),

has been ~stablished in somc dcta.i.l.q‘4

5 it is against this background that the mosques of Complex V must
« be studied, In the remainder of this study I shall present both
¥ azcitectural and historical data for a select sample of those twenty-

| nine nosques which, of the original sample of fi fty, fell within

Conmplex V,

e 00 MRS L bige

| W
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FRIDAY MOSQUE, KONG: SAMPLE NO,17

DATA SHEST/)

1. The earliest nosque in Xong to which there is reference was
apparently built by the Dyula Kunatay there (Vilks, ficld-notes,
8 May 1966), There is no evidence of its style,

2. In the late eighicenth century ©Abbds b, Muliammad al-tustafd
Saghanughu settled in the town at the invitation of the Watara
rulers, A dispute occurred between the Saghanughn and the Lunatay
about the mosque, the former claiming that it vwas not corrcctly
constructed, 7The dispute was referred to the Culami of lMassina -
perhaps of Jenne or Dia - vho gave a fatvd or legal ruling in
favour of the Sazhanughu, The old Kunatay mosguc was denwlished
and a new one constructed (Vilks, ficld-notes, § May 1966), Thac
new mosque was built in 1200 AH., 1785/6 AD, (2l-lAjj Mubaniad
Saghanughu, Al-javahTr, IASAR/246 tr,, p. 8). ©AbbZs, who becanme
first imim of the new Priday mosque, died in 1215 A,¥,, 1801

A.D, (obituary notice recorded by Wilks from a work in the libray
of the Mufti of Bobo-Dioulasso),

3. The mosque of ©AbL3s is presumably that marked on Binger's
plan as the Great Mosque, and shown as on the edge of the
Saghanughu ('Salhanokho') quarter, It is probably the second
mosque from the right shoyn in his panorama of the town, It may
also be the same mosque as that photographed by Momnier in 1892,

4. In 1895 Kong placed itself umier the protection of the Almamy
Samori, Two years later, because the pcople of Kong had opened
negotiations with the French, Sarori pillaged the tovm as a punitive
measure, lany of the Muslims, including the imim, AbU Bakr
Saphanughu, were massacred in the mosque, The mosque itself was
partly destroyed, The similarity of the present mosque to that
photographed by Monnier suggests that the old building was later
reconstructed and enlarged, On the other hand some Kong maintain
that the old building was completely abandoned, and a new one
erected on a nearby site (Wilks, field-notes, 22 June 1966),

5. The prescent mosque is dravm from photographs by Wilks, 1959,
It will be seen to follow very closely the style of the older
nosques shown by Dinger, most of vhich have now vanished,
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JUDAY MOSQUE, KONGi  SAMPLE NO,17.
)

ATA SHEEL/3
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PRIDAY MOSQUE, WA:  SAMPLE NO,42

DATA SHEET/1

1, According to the Dukhfil al~Islim, written by al-lajj Mubammad
Saghanughu, the first Friday mosque in lla was built in"1216 A.H.,
1801/2, with authorization from XKong (Arabic MS in possession of
Ivor Wilks), A son of the Wa imim CAbd al-Qadir, named Sa®Id, was
a2 student in Kong under its imfim €Abbas b, Mihammad al-bu yafa.
Since imim CAbbEs of Kong died in 1801, it secms possibly that his
pupil returned to Wa at that timcé with authority to build a Friday
mosque (Wilks, 1966, passim), Td later bLecame imim of Wa,

B T R —

- 2 The mosque of 1801/2 was apparenhtly cither destroyed or
alloved to fall into disrepair, In the 1880s a new license to
build a Friday mosque was obtained from Kong by three Wa students
there, Karanoko ®Uthmin of Tagarayiri, al-}ijj Yahya of
Dzudzeidayiri, and al-}§jajj Ibrihim of Limamyiri, They returned with
e builder from Kong nemed Mumaba, who received, among other things,
a gift of seven slaves for his serviccs, {U:lks, field-notes, 3
August 1964),

amulilin

: 3, The building of ca, 1885 was photographed by Delafosse in

4 1902 (Delafosse, 1908, p. 173), and by Kitson (1916, facing p,
381), The elevations on Data Sheet/2 are drawm from these
photographs, The mosque was about 100 fect long, 70 feet broad,
and the enclosure walls were about 30 feet high (Dougah, 1966, pp,
48-9), In 1954 the building was in a state of extreme disrepair,
and most of it was either pulled down or incorporated inte a newer
structure wiich bore Iittle resemblance to the old, This in turn
fell down about 1964, and a new mosque has now been constructed
which is modelled on the Great Mosque of Madina in the Il jaz, and
therefore reprcsents a complete departure from the lestern Sudanese
style,
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PRIDAY MOSOUB, WA:
DATA SHBET/2
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'rmm' MOSQUE, DAR AL-SALAM:  SAMPLB NO.9

‘ DATA SHEET/1
N

38 Dar al-Salam was founded about the middle of the nineteenth

. century by Mahmiid Saghanughu, who relinquished the im3mate of
bobo~Dioulasso in order to scttle there, Mahmild was the son of

- IbrihIm, also imdm of Dobo-Dioulasso, and the son of Muhammad '

' al-Mustafd  Saphanughu, died 1776/7, of Doron, (Wilks, field-notes,

 May, 1966},

2. The first mosque established by Mahmliid was not a Priday
mosque, It is represented by an undistinguished modern building
vhich still, however, retains its funciional importance, and all
classes for advanced students, for example, are inaugurated with
prayers at the Saghanughu mosque. The Friday mosque was only
established later, possibly ca, 1865; its construction was anthorized
f rom Bobo-Dioulasso,

. 18 The drawings of the Priday mosque are from photographs by
Wilks, 1966, Conparison with the photograph in Clozel, 1912,
facing p. 284, shows that little chanze has occurred in the
building in the intervening five or six decades,
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FRIDAY MOSQU3, BEQITAU: SAIMPLE NO.35

DATA SIENT/1

1, VWechiau, vhich is necar Wa, has both luslim and pagan components,
Islam is said to have Leen brought to Wechiau by Clmar Daro, who

vwas from Kone, He established a school in liechiau, Among his carly
pupils was YaCmiisa from Larrbanga, who, marrying one of his teacher's
daughters, chose to remain in VWechiau and founded there his own
quarter, The Muslims of Wechiau thus regard thensclves as of both
Kong and Larabanga origins (Wilks, field-notes, 11 April 1962),

2, The son of Uuar Baro, Fali, built thc Priday Mosque, and became
the first Friday im3m, There have been ten Friday infins in
succession to Fali, and the present one has held office for a long
time, Githout further gencalogical information it is difficult to
esioblish even an aoproximate time for the imEmate of Fali, but a
date more recent than the middle of the ninetcenth century would
seen unlikely, and an eighteenth century date quite possible,



FRIDAY MOSQUE, VERCIHIAU

SAMPLRE NO,35

DATA SHEET/2
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FRIDAY MOSQUE, DODO-DIOULAS30:  SAMPLB NO,3

DATA SIIEZT/1

1. Pobo-Dioulasso was an carly Dyula settlement established on
th: tradce route between Kong and Jenne, Among the Dyula
extensive apostasy had occurred by the eighteenth century, and
many of the Dyula Sanu had becone menbers of the masked Do cult,
At the ent of the eiphtecenth century the Yatara rulers of lobo-
Dioulasso invited the Saghanughu of Boron and Kong to establish
a scttlement in the town; two sons of Mihamnad al-lustafi
Sarhanughu, nanely Sa®Id and IbrihIa, moved there, ey established
ihe first mosque there that is renmembered, CUmar Tal studied in
Lobo-Dioculpsso under IbrihIn Saphanugha probably wvhen on his way
tu Mecza and therefore ca, 1320, lHe is said to have assisted in
the construction of the mihrab tower of the mosque, which is
accerdingly carcefully preserved., This nosque, vhich survives,
is not however the PFriday mosque,

Z. The Saghanughu cffected tle reconversion of the apostasized
Dyula Sanu of DBobo-Dioulasse, One of the early converts was
Chitere Sam, who was renaned Muhammad. He hoad a son, ®Abd 21-
rdir,  The Sanu vanted to give the son to the Do cult, but the
Sasnanughbu refused to allow this since he was a Muslin and instcad
sant him to school in Dia in Massina, Better known as Zaramoko
Sakidi, it was this person who built the present Friday mosque in
Bobo-Dioulasso, There scems no clear agreement on thé date when
this Luilding wos comaenced: the limits would seen to be ca, 1850
a1 the oot hand, and 1835 on the other, The Saphanughu relinnwished
v the Synu the lnfmate of the i1own, but retain their prominent
nozition,

Wilks, fieldenotes, Hay 1966),

Soem O3
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FRIDAY MOSOUN, DONO=DIONLASSO:  SAMPLE 10,3

| DATA SHMUET/2
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FRIDAY FOSOUE, LARABANGA: SAMPLE NO, 18

DATA SHEST/L

1. Larabanga is an ancient trading post established by the
Dvuala Kgmara, It becase a loecally inportant centre of the
diffusion of Islam due to the settlement there of an Arab -
hence the narme Larabanga, “the village of the Arab', The
Larabanga Karara new regard the Arab as their comnon ancestor;
the pive his noae as Tbrzhim, and say that he was descended
from Avyub al-Ansiri of Madina, one of the minor Companious
of the Prophet Fuhoammad, They mintain genealozies written
in Arabic whicl® show their links with Ayyub, In both written
and orally-transnitted texts, Ibrahim al-AnsZr® is firnly
asscciated with the reign of the Gonja king Jakpa (1622/3 =
1666/7); he is said to have contered the service of Jakpa at
the tiwe of his 'jiliad'apainst the pagans, as a reward being
given land at Larabanza on which to settle, (Wilks, field-
notcs, 19062-66),

2, The Larabanga rcfer to the Friday mosque as being the
mosque of 1brdhia al-Angirf, It may well be that the nosque
was [ounded in the scventecenth century, but it would scem
unlikely that the particular idiom of the present nosque had
developed by that early date, From the appearance of the
present mosque one maght suzgest that it was reconstructed
perhaps in the ninctecnth century, cither directly or
indirectly under Sachanughu influence,

74
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PRIDAY MOS UM, LARABANGA: SAMPLE N, 18

DATA SHELT/2
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This sanple of six nosjucs may de regarded, for the present
purposes, as a random onei that is, the six were selccted {rom the
total population of tweaty-nine sinply because data was available
on them, The data shouws clearly the very cluse links that exist
between these mosques of Comp»x Vi with the exception of
Larabanga, all .the mesques have oo Istorical inter-relotedness
that is obviocusly expressed in thrir architectural sinilarities,

The point is summarized below:

MOSQUE FACTOR NYSTORICAL DATA
§SCh
17 XONG o405 Saghenughu scitlers froa Boron, late

18th century

3 DBONO-DIQULASLY L4065 Sa~hawghu scttlers from Eoron and
Koag, late 12th-carly 19th century

9 DAR AL-SALAM 105 Sagl:anughu sottlers rfrom Bobo-Dioulasso,
mid-19th century

42 WA 0433 Mthorization cbtained by Via students

. from the Sagharughu in Kong, end of

18th and late 19th conturies

18 LARADANG) X 453 Ne reported link with the Saghsmughy
42 WBCMIAY 0342 Dailt Sy Bare Ly ¥eng, lete ldwa or

earlicr 'Cth century.
Bearing in aiv? the cohercnce of this Jdats, which matches stvlistic
conpariscn by fzetor analysis with histozical material cbtained in
the field, one aigat feel cenfident i predicting *hat further field-
studies ir Larubangr would reveal the vresence of z link, whethor
direct cr indirect, beiween the Ramaza of Larabanga and the Sagiamushu

of Xong,



R R — L

viii  CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS

In this study, Aspects of Muslim Architecture in the Dyula

Region of the Western Sudan, 1 have attempted to trace the

? antecedents of the style of mosque building that dominates the

| area, and to chart its spread both in time and space using, among
other techniques, factor anclysis, Purther work on a larger
sample than the fifty buildings analysed here now needs to be
done, utilizing more systematic data, I believe, however, that

the main hypotheses advanced here will prove fruitful as providing

guides within which further rescarch can proceed,

In conclusion, 1 should like to suggest that, in addition
to the 'éxtensional' study of the spread of mosques over time
and space, as one aspect of the Islamization process, it is also
possible to investigate tintensional' aspects of the same
phenonenon, Once Islam becomes entrenched within a community,
other architectural changes may occur, The local chief may
associate himself ideologically with Islam by having built a
palace, in the architectural idiom of the mosque, and contrasting
sharply with his earlier compound which may have been distinguished
from the maSs of village buildings not in style but only in size -
having additional units to house his more numerous wives and
children, The palace, by contrast, takes on the quality (like \
the mosque) of a public building, and not only enhances the status“__

of the chief but also is a token of his changing role vis-a-vis \
!



his subrjects, Other individuals within the community, such as
the imim or the heads of quarters in a larger settlement, may
follow this trend, often initially imposing on the front of
their existing houses mosque-like door portals, In time such
changes will effect other levels of society, and ultimately
in some cases all buildings will come to assumc a 'Western

Sudanese' appearance (as, for example, at Larabanga).

The degree to which Islamic architectural forms appear in
contexts other than places of worship may thus constitute a very
real index of the degree of adherence to Islan of the comwunity
in general, Sometimes even pagan shrines may become *Islamized’,
when a small mosque-like edifice is erected over theg, It is
inte:egting to note, in this context, that the French colonial
authoritics constructed their early administrative posts
frec iently in the Sudanese Muslinm idiom, thus asserting some
sort of identification with the pre-existing supra-tribal elencnt
in society, Later markeis, post-offices and other public buildings
end utilities were treated in the same way., The reductio ad
absurdun of the process is to be seen in the.railroad station of
Bobo~-Digulasso, which is an enormous replica of a mosque on
which even the protruding *'timbers' are neatly reproduced in

cement,
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APPENDIX X

CATALOGUR OF MOSQURS STUDTED, WITH SOURCES OF DATA

MNOSQUE

AXitA, Mali

BAMAKO I, Mali
BAMAKO IX, Mali
BAMAKO XXX, Mali
BAMAKO IV, Mali
BANDA NIIWANTA, Chana
BANGWON, Ghana _
BODO=DIOULASSO, Volta
BOLE Y, Ghana

BCLB II, Ghana
BONDURU I, Ivory C.

ROWDUKL IX, Ivory G,
FONDUKY IIX

BOROMO, Volta
BORCH

BOUGANYENA, Volta
BUNA X, Ivory Goast

BUNA 11, Ivory Coast
ABOYA, X, Ghana
DABOYA 1I, Ghana
DAR AL=SALAM, Volta
DIEBUGD, Volta
DIRB, Mali
PIELMON, Ghana
GAHOUE, Ivory Coast
GINDARO, Ghana
GUENTEGUELA, Ivory C.
GUROPISE, Ghana
GAQLYU, Ghana
HAMALB, Chana
JENEIB I, Ghana
JENBNB 11, Ghuna
JENNB 1 {OLD
JENNBY, Mali
JENNB IT (Ahmadu‘’s
mosque}, Mali
KANKAN, Guineca

KAWARA, Ivory Coast
RONG, Ivory Ceast

[

DATA SOURCES

Photos, 1959

Francois, 241

Brancois, 57

B.C.A.%,, R.C.1, 1908, 5
Engestrom, 1955, 125
hotos, 1959-66

Photos, 1950-9

Photos, 1959-66

Photos, 1953--06

Fhotos, 1958-06

Clozel, 1906,187; Tauxier,
1921, n. 216 £, '
Delafosse, 1908, 113
Photos, 1959

Photos, 1460-066

B.C.A.P,., Aug,1897, 370
Binger, 1, 441=3
Delafosse 1908, 137; Marty 1%22,

" 456 f; Tauxier 1921 104;

Haselberper, 62

Photos, 19&0

Photos, 1950 ' *
Photos, 19350 '

Clozel, 1512, 284 f; photos 1966
Photos, 1959

Photos, 1959

Photos, 1964

barty 1922, 142 f,

Photes, 1950 '

Marty 1922, 244 f,

Photos, 1965

Thotos, 1950-62

Photos, 1950-04

Delafosse 1908, 240-3

Photos, 1964-6

Dubois, 1597, 176-87; Dubols,
1911, 186-%, Photos, 1959,
Dubais, 1397, 184-~5

D'Ollone 1901, 233; Probenius,
1033, 6i4

Photos, 1959

Monnier, 204 f£; Binger I, 295~
93 Dernus, 272 f; photos 1959
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LAPARANGA I, Ghana
LARADARGA 11
LARABANGA III
LARADANGA IV

LEC, Volta

LOIOGNILE, Ivory Q
LOHO5350, Volta
MALILIE, (Tiana
MARDARA, Ghonn
MEN]X, Ghrna

HOYIL, Madi

NAKORY, Ghaua
NAMASA, Chana
NANDAY, (Mnaia
NALDGH, Ghana

NASA, Chnng
NIAMINA, Mad®
CDIELHE, Jvory C,
SABANE, Volta
SALAGA, Gana
SAMATIGUILA, Ivory C.
SAd, Mnli
SANGANDING, Mald

SANSANNE-MANGO, Toro

SEGU T, Mali

SIGU II, Mali
SORODANTO, Ivory C,

TIMBURTYU JING}ZI‘.EB::‘R
TIMBUKTU SIDI YAIIYA
TIMBUCTU SAMKORSE
TUNA, Chana

wA I, Ghana

WA II, Ghana
WA DONDOLI, Ghana
WAIABU, Volta

WALEMBELE, Ghana
WALYALE, Ghana
WECHIAU, Ghana
YOICBADI, Ivory C,

Photor, 1952-65
Fhoios, 1940
Photos, 1vsl
Photos, 1964-06

B.C.A.F, Feb, 1393, 49; Larc,

1909; phoios 1966,

Binger 1, 277=0
Hoselberger, pl.52
Phiotos, 1955~060

Fhotos, 1960

Photos, 1952-9

PMintos, 1°5%

Phoetos, 395004

Photos, 193%-us

Yiotos, 1950

Photos, 1950

Tiotos, 1964

Deczourt, 20

Marty 1922, 82 £,
Chivas=uaron, 146

Ginger I3, 9C

Marty 1922, 245 €,
Phetos, 19359

Desplagines, 454 f,
Calvert 19183 Gehrts 129;
Kuas 145 £,

Delafosse 1912, II, pluocovg
Yerignon, 1533 larty 1920,
v, 188 £,

Chailley, 172 f,

Binger II, 153; Delafosse
1908, 123

Photos, 1959

launy, 1952, 708

FPhrotos, 1959

Photos, 1964

Delafosse 1908, 173; Kitson
1616, 321 f,

Fhotos, 1930

Fhotes, 1560-065

Binger X, 417; Haselberger, 106;

Photos, 1959-66
Photos, 1962-€4
Photos, 1956~62
Photes, 1950
Marty, 1922, 216 f,

49

39

37
47

48
27

28
29

42
31
30

32
33
34
35
44

(All photographs fron the ecllection of Ivor iilks)
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