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ABSTRACT Y

The subject matter of this thesis is the
role of Native Authorities in the Colonial economy.
It covers the period 1903-1960. The occupation of
our area of study and Northern Nigeria generally
was followed by the transformation of the Emirates
aristocracy into the Native Authority system. This
was geared towards making them play some roles in
the colonial economy. These roles were related to
the execution of colonial policies on labour, land,

agriculture and trade as well as taxation.

The Native Authorities carried out these roles
and benefitted from the exercise. These policies and
the brutal ways in which they were executed led to
the decline of indigenous economic activities,
indebtedness, famines, migrations and technological
dependence of the area and the whole country on the

imperialist countries of Western Europe.
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INTHODUCTION .~

The focus in this thesis is on the role of the
 Native Authorities in the colonial economy.

h There has been a general tendency on the part of
' schoiars writing on the colonial economy to neglect
the role that was played by the former Emirate

aristocracy in the subjugation, subordination and

- . exploitation of the human and natural resources of

' Northern Nigeria by the British colonial government.

- In mogst ¢cases the focus has been on the administrative

system used by the coloniaglists in ruling the emirates.
Even in such cases little has been done to relate
colonial administration with the colonial economy.
Other scholars would even argue that the Native
Authorities as part of the colonial state did not play.
any role in the colonial economy,. : v
| It is the aim of this thesis to examine the
colghial économy and the role that was played by the
Native Authorities in it at the district level. For
a proper understanding of the subject under study it

is necessary to_look into the nature of the pre-
| existing economic and pplitical fqnmation of our area
of study. o _ _ - r . “

In Chapter One, therefore, the relétionéhip

between the pre-colonial local administration and the

economy is discussed. We argue that the local admini
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stration adcpted several policies and measures to
promote economic activities and the welfare of the
pecple. We also indicated that this resulted in the

increase of gsuch activities.

In chapter Two, the imposition of colonial
domination and the transformation of the aristocracy
into the Native Authority system forms the subject

matter. This was for the purpose of using them to
execute colonial policies. e o

Chapters three, four, five and six discués
these roles. These included the provision of labour
for colonial inf?astructure, land allccation and
administration, promotion of agricultﬁre and trade
and tax collection. It is shown in this thesis that
the Native Authorities of Maska District were not only
used to execute these policies but they also participat:
and benefitted from theléiérﬁise;ﬂth;y QCQUired
wealth and consolidated their powers. The policies
and their execution had disastrous consequences on

the people of the district.

RN



- ]
e

" CHAPTER ONE

MASKA AREA ON THE EVE OF COLONIAIL, DOMINATION

Introduction f_ﬂ _n} o "___ ﬁﬁ'

The focus of this chepter will be on thé:;:jf.
location of our sree of study in both time and
space. We shall also touch on the geography of

the area in relation to ite climate, soils and

vegetation and how these affected the socio- =

economic history of the area. But even more
importantly we hope to examine the economic and
socio-political condition of Maske area in the
19th century., This is with a view to explorin;
the nature of the relationships that existed
between the state and the economy. This will
involve & survey of the policies of the local
administration in the field of agricultural
production, menufacturing industries and tradé.
The overall purpose of the chapter is to serve
as a yardstick for evaluating as well as com-
prehending the extent and character of changes
which took place after the occupation of the

area by the British forces.
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Maska District is today located in Funtuae
Local Government Area of Katsina State, Northern
Nigeria.1 It covers an areg of 976 kilometres
and lies from North to South between parallels
11.06° and 11.45° North and from West 4o East by
the meridian 7.08° and 7.23° Bast.Z It is
bordered on the north by Tsafe Local gokernmenf.
Area in Sokoto State, to the south by Giwa Locel
Government Area in Kaduna State, to the east by
Makama District] and to the North-east by Fawwa

Distriot.?

Physical Features _'; e

(a) Hills/Rocks

The area belongs to that cluster referred to
as the dissected plateau of the kasar Katsina
which forms part of the gently undulaeting plains
that extends almost unbroken from Sokoto to Lake

Chad. The area also has hills which are of two kinds

1« The term Northern Nigeria is being used here
to refer to the region that was constituted in
19C0, am the Northern Protectorate, In 1914 it
became Northern Provinces esnd in 1954 the Northern
Region, o

2. NNAK Katprof 1 1286 Maska District Notes on
1926=-1933. See also Abdullshi Jdris Mahuta -
"Irbanisation in Maska Region in the 19th and 20th
Centuries with Special Reference to Funtua." M.A.
Thesis, A.B.U. 1990, p.26.

3, NMakama District is today in the Bakori and
Danja Local Government Areas of Xatsina State,

4, Pawwa District today forms the Xankara Local
Government Area of Katsina State.
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These include the inserbergs and the lateritic
2

iron stones - capped mesas. The inselbergs are

a product of circumdenution and are well represented
by different types of rocks. These include
gneisses, schists, phillites and amphibolites.
Biotite gneiss is however the most common and

the most ancient of these rocks. There are biotite
granites of two distinct ages which are gradually

replacing the gneiasea.6

Rock inselbergs could
be seen in the Funtua Hills, Shigu hills and

Mahuta Hills of the area.

The lateritic iron mesas could be found
around the ancient iron centres of Tandama, Fawwa,
Makurdi and Burdugau which formed the Maska-Gozaki
region.T These rocks were an important source
of iron ere which was used as a raw material of
the early iron working technology that developed
in the area. Iron ore was particularly significant

in the political and economic history of Maska area.

5. M.B. Thorp, "Landforms" in M.J. Mortimore (ed)

Zaria and 1ts Region A.B.U. Zaria, Department of
Geography Occassional Paper, NO.4, 19@0 Pe13

6. NNAK Katprof 1 4025, Katsina Province Survey
1949, p.60.

7. Usman Yusuf Bala, "Transformation of Katsina
Ce1796-1903, The Overthrow of the Sarauta System
and the Establishment and Evolution of the
Emirate® Ph.D. Thesis A.B.U., 1974, ped.
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It would appear that the early concentration

of population in the area was partly made possible

by the use of iron implements in cultivating

crops such as auduga cotton and dawa guinea corn -

two important commodities which launched Maska

area into a leading position of long distance trade on

the eve of colonial domination,

Soils:

The scil in Maska area is pre-dominantly the
dark clay loams laka that is of a finer drift
material, somewhat heavier to till‘and has a
pronounced clay horizon.8 Buchanan and Puéh have
specifically shown that subject to inundation and
water logging the laka soils are especially
suitable for intensive cultivation of sorghum
and cotton.9 Most of the soil is formed in alluvial
material that is fairly rich in nutrients and
have the capacity to retain moisture for quite

gsometime, This good moisture retention sometimes

8. Michael Watts, Silent Violence: Food, FPamine
and Peasantry in Northern Nigeria., University of
California Press London, 1§B§, P<02.

9. Buchanan K. and Pugh, J.C., Land and People

in Nigeria. London, London University Press 1955,
P.39.
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persists up to the time of the dry season and

makes the dry season farming noman rani possible,

In fact the soil in the area and the whole of
southern Katsina (Katsina laka) has been described
as one of the most fertile farming lands of the

Kasar Katsina.1o

The fact that the land was
cultivated during both the rainy and dry seasons
shows the extent to which agricultural production

was practiced on the eve of British invasion.

(c) Vegetation

The area falls within the distinction made by
plant geographers as the Northern Guinea Savannah
zone which has some of its features the predominance
of a woodland vegetation type.11 This could be
seen in the presence of doka (Isoberlinia doka)
dorowa (parkii oliveri) which Henry Barth reported
as being the commonest tree in Katsina Provinca.11

Other trees are kuka (adansonia digitata) kadanya

10. Usman Yusuf Bala, Op.cit. p.5

11. Barth Henrich, Travels and Discoveries in
North and Central Africa Vol.l1, London 1857 Vol.
b s ¢ 0 pp.Bg:ﬁo.
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(butryrosperum parkiijﬂéediia”tficus thonningii)
giginya (Borassus flabbolifor) goriba (hyphaene
thebaica) madaci (khaya senegalensis) marke
(anoigeisus schimperi) durumi (ficus polita) dinya
(vitex cien kowskii) rimi (ceiba petandra) and

many more interspersed in the area of Maska.

These gpecies of trees have played important
roles in the economy of Maska area., The wood
carvers masassaka of the area used the wood qﬁ
these trees in producing chairs, stools, doors,
door frames, mortars, pestles, mallets, handles
for hoes, axes, sickles and ploughs, The smelters
yantame also obtained their charcoal gawayi from
the trees which they used in smelting and blacks-
mithing. ¥ibre was also obtained from baobab
trees kuka and used in making durable bast fibres
for tying bundles of goods, or animals. Similarly
the seeds, fruits and leaves of these trees were
used for oil, food stuffs and medicinai purposes,
Cooking oil was, for instance, obtained from
kadanya. Similarly the seeds of dorowa were
used in making daddawa (2 kind of ingredient used
in improving the flavour of soup). Other by
products of this tree were also used in plastering

walls of dyepits and houses., Purthermore the leaves

LN
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of kuka trees were used in making a certain

type of soup miyar kuka. Other trees such as
giginya were used in making rafters azara for
house roofing. The bagaruwa tree was an essential

component used in tanning.12

Many other trees were
used in different ways by the people of the Maska
area. These goods were not only consumed but were

important items of internal and external trade.

(d) Climate

The climate of Maska area and indeed the whole
of the savannah region of West Africa has been
affected by the movement of the Inter Tropical

Convergence Zone (I.T.G.z.).13 This involved the

12. Interview with Abubakar Koshe Bakin Dutse,
24/4/92, Henceforth, A.K.B.

13. PFor the details about the movement of the

airmasses see)P.N. Hore,"Weather and Climate"in

Mortimore (ed) op.cit. See also Cocheme J. and
E Stud

Franquin, P.A., y of the Aggicnimatologx of

Semi-Arid West Africa Sou 0 e ara. Rome:
«AeOs XxIor niversity Press ; Kow

J.M. and XKnabe D., An Agro-climatological Atlas

of the Northern States of Nigeria, Zaria, A.B.U.

Press 1072 and Oguntoyinbo, 5. and Richards P.,

"pPeasant Farmer Responses to Drought Conditions in

west Africa", Paper delivered to the Conference

on the Aftermath of the Drought in Nigeria,

Bagauda lake Kano 1977.
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mo&emehfnof éif maséééﬁﬁifhufrspiéﬁl front which
have largely determined {the annual distribution
of rainfgll and temperature, The two &ilr masses
that pass over the area include the saharan air
mass which is dry and continental in origin and
the equatorial maritime which is moist and cool
in nature, This later air mass blowa from the

Atlantic Ocean in the South and is the harbinger

' of the rainy season,

' '_”The.wea£her and tﬁé aﬁbﬁht.of:faih.féil that
Maska area geis depends on the air mass that
'éﬁfefs it and its depth, It seems that the
equatorial maritime air had had a stronger influence
over the area than the saharan air mass and hence
the reason for the hesvy down pour of rain
witnessed every year, It should however be noted
that as always the advance of the I.T.C.Z. is

not regular but comes in a gseries of surges,

halts and retreats. This explains the variability
of the mean annual rain fall obtained each year,
1t also shows why Maska aree is & distinct
territory boéh in terms oI geography and economy

from the rest of Katsina Emirate.14 Grove has -

14. Ingawa Tukur Bello,"A Study of Rural Economic
History of the Major Cotton Preducing Districts

of Katsina Emirate During the Colonial Period
€.1900-1939,» Ph,D, Thesis, U.K. 1984, pp.14-15.
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placed the average yearly total of about 40 to
50 inches of rainfall at Daudawa. This can be
seen from the records of the Dgudawa Farm Centre
established in 1926. This cqvgred’the period
from 1926-1946, e '

a
S

TABLE 1¢1 .
.ﬁ

Year Inches Year Inches
1926 47.15 Inches = 1936  47.15 Inches
1927  55.79 = 1937 44.04  w
1928 44,39 1938 39.06 v
1925  50.84 ® 1939 57.41 o
1930 43,28 © 1940 38.99 »
1931 43,58 n 1941 36.62 ¢
1932  57.160 1942 34.69 v
1933 46.46 ® 1943 44,09 %
1934 47.45 o | 1944 37.53
1935  48.58 w . 1948/

’ o ’ 46 54-70 n
Source: Annual Report — Northern Nigeria '’/

Agriculture Station Reports 1942-1955/56
Vol.l, Part I (Katsina). L
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Prom the ahové figureé of the mean annual
rein fall at Daudawa, it could be seen that
GCrove's average is not far from the truth. It
is this aspect of the rain fall that had largely
determined the pattern and nature of human
activity and settlement in the Maskse area. It is
also the rain fall that has been the determinant

of the agricultural season, o T

This usually starts with the fall of the
first rains in May signifying the inception of
the rainy season damsnsa. The pattern changes |
from the end of June up t¢ the middle of September
when there is continuous rains, low ftemperatures

end high humidity malka~malka. Prom the end of

September or beginning of October through to
January the rains ceases, instead, heavy falls

of dew occur at night. The direction of the wind
also shif{s ushering in the North-East wind huntura
(harmattan). This is the harvest season or kakas.
Then lastly comes the bazara whicéh brings with

it masses of hot air and the return of clouds

in the form of high eirrus type accompanied by
humid breeze, This begins from Jasnuary and ends

in April, This is also the period when people

engage in dry season farming noman raani in the

marshy sreas fadamomi of the Maske area., The
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period then from Mey to October covers the time
of the rainy season when the peopie in the area
engage in coqsiderable farming activity. This
ranged from bush clearing sharar gona +to
ridginglgggg, sowing shuka and weeding ggggz. The
dry season covers the months of COctober to april,
Apart from the dry season farming which people |
engage in, many others also take to manufacturing

activities and trade,

(e) Rivers - o

Thé area is well drained with a series of
streams and rivers flowing in all directions.
These rivers include the Chalawa river which
flows Easf from the area and drains inte Lake
Chad; the Gajere river which flows North from the
area and combines with Sokoto river. There is also
the Sokoto river which flows through the aresa,
being a tributary of River Niger and the Tubo
river flowing South from the area and joins the

15

Kgduna ' river as tributary. Other rivers and

streams that drain into the area are Damari, Mariga,

15. Ismaila Salahuddin Alfe,"Growih Centres and
their Impact on the Rural Economy: A Case Study of
Funtua®, B.Sc, Dissertation, Departiment of
Geography, June 1985, p.20.
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Galma, Mahuta, Gwaigwaye, Bagari, Kiluri, Albasu,
Bele, Magajin Dutaen Reme, Pesa, Jere, |
- Kanya, H:inakankasa, Danjaba, Tatari, Mayake, Hl'a}'ande
and numerous othera.16
These straams and rivers have served as
sources of water supply used for domestic and
industrial needs, The rivers also provided good
grazing pastures forlthe nomadic Fulani. This
attracted many of them into the area and even made
them to sedenterise. Similarly the valleys that
were interspersed in the area were used in

- agricultural production., This especially applied

to the dry season farming noman rani which was

practiced in the fadamomi (flood plains) of the
area. Different types of crops were cultivated in
the process. These included pepper, tomatoes,
okro, sugar cane, onions, and many more. In
fact Grove noted that many people travelled to
the area during the dry season and utilised the

under-used or unused fa.damomi.17 The methods used

. i
16. Interview with Alhaji Muhammadu Bello Jabinj
5/6/92 Henceforth N.B.J.

17 Grove, A.T., "Population Densities and
Agriculture in Northern Nigeriav in K.M. Barbour

and R.M. Prothero (eds) Essays in African Population
London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1961.
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in this type of farming were two. The firgt o
one involved msking use of handscoops to water the
vegetables while the second method was through

the use of shadoof.

The Economy

From our discussion above it is clear that
Maska area offered opportunities both for human
activity and settlement, This contributed to the  -~a
growth of towns in the area, 1t was also these
fevourable environmental factors that made the
settlers of the area to engage in the pursuit of
different economic activities, Such activities
included agricultural production, pastoralism,
manufacturing activities and trade. It is
important for us to examihe how each of these
activities was carried out in the Maska area in
the late 19th ceatury. |

(1) Agriculture

Agriculture was the foundation of the
economy in Masks area, It was an activity that
provided the raw materials used in the manufacturing
industries. .It was, similarly, from this activity

that many of the items or commodities used in
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trade were obtained, Agriculture was the

main stay of the economy. This was practised
during the rainy season damana when people
cultivate many crops. These included cotton,
indigo, guinea corn, millet, maize, rice, yams,
potatoes, cassava, beans, groundnuts and vegetables
produced in the marshy grounds fadamomi. Out

of all these, however, the cultivation of cotton
was the premier agricultural activity in the

18 It was also the cultivation of

Maska area,
cotton that was partly responsible for the wealth
of the area in the late 19th century.19' The

species of the cotton produced was the g!andi or

bagwandara which grew into a shrub and could be

maintained for several years. The leaves of this
type of cotton was used in the proﬁuction of the

red dye for use on threads. Indigo was aléo
cultivated in the Maska area. This was carried

out both in the uplands and the fadamomi, One
special type of indigo produced was known as talaki.
The two crops, cotton and indigo had throughout

the 19th gentury served as raw materials to the
flourishing textile industry in the Maska area,

18. Usman Yusuf Bala, The Transformation of Katsina
1400-1883, Ahmadu Bello Univeraity'Tﬁqﬁﬁir—ngTT_____L
Pe .

19- Ibldo
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Food crops were also produced in large quantity.
This was used in feeding the numerous people in
the area. It is significant for us to note what
Robinson and Wallace had observed in 1894 when
they were passing through the Maska area, This
is in relation to the extent to which the people

engaged in agricultural activity. Wallace observed
that:

Most of the land is under cultivation,
with the exception of pergspa a forth
lying fallow in its turn.

In all these, the household had been the
basic unit of production. This consisted of the
gida headed by the maigida, their slaves and
clients barori. There was the household farm

gandun gida which was under the control of the

household head maigida. It was on this large
farm that the major crops were grown. I1t was also
from the proceeds of this farm that the maigida
fed the family as well as fulfilled their obliga-
tions, such as taxation, marriage etc. There was

also the practice of providing the individual

20. Robinson C,H. and wWallace W, "Hausa
Territories,” Geographical Journal Vol.8, No.3,

31896, p.213.
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family members with smaller farms gayauna. The
proceeds of these farms were entirely owned by |
the individual and had the right to dispose it
according to his own wish, The proceeds of the
gayauha was mostly used in satisfying the personal
neede and obligations of the family membera.z_1 .
Apart from the family labour that was used in the
production process, there wes also the collective
labour gayya which was in use. This involved =
extending invitation to the members of other
households to help one of the households cultivate
ite own gandu. This was done in turns under the

arrangement of the Sarkin noma of the specific

area in question. The people invited worked
voluntarily., The host was, however, expected to .
prepare food for them to eat at the end of the work.'
Drumnmers were also sometimes invited to entertain -
the workers, This induced them to work hard,

In this way a large farm that could have taken

two or three weeks or a number of days to culbivate

would be finished in one day through gayza.zz

1

21« A.K.B. 24/4/9%.

22, W.B.J. 5/6/92. .
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There were also large farms gandaye which
were owned by the members of the ruling class

sarakunan kase and the rich people masu arziki

of the Maska area. These farms were cultivated

by farm slaves bayin gandu and the peasants

talakawa, The Sarkin Maska Halilu {(C.1891=1910)
was said to have owned such a large farm at

Abasawa in the eastern part of Naska town. The
farm was cultivated by humerous slaves who were

fed on millet and guinea corn mash garin gero da

23

dawa. Similar farms were owned by the princes
of Maska and some of the village heads. It )
should not be surprising that the members of the
ruling class owned large farming estates. This
is because the custom and religion had placed

the control of such land in their.hands.24 Hence

23. Interview with Abdullahi Burtu Funtua,
19/9/92. Henceforth A.B.F,

24. Under the Mgliki law land belonged to the
Muslim Community but was held in trust by the
Caliph. The Caliph develved the control of such
land to the Emirs in their Emirates, They in
turn also used their subordinates, the sarakunan
sarki, the Sarakunan Kasa and the village heads
masu unguwa to administer the land to the umma,
See Michael watts, op.cit. p.73, also interview
with Alhaji Audu Magaaln'Maska 12/12/91. Hence-—
forth A.M.M. _
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they could take as much as they wanted. The

rich people masu arziki used slave labour as well

as paid labour in their farms. 1In. the Maska-
Gozaki region there was an area of woodland
outside Tandama which was transformed into large
cotton estates by a class of rich farmers living
there., These rich farmers included Mayaki,
Bakoshi-Mai-Dogon-Geme, Umaru-Riga-takashe-ka,
Namama and Bina. These estates were cultivated
by farm slaves bayin gandu. In fact Mayaki was
particularly said to have owned over one hundred
slaves bayi on his own farm where he often

harvested over 500 kwararo.25

Similarly the
muslim intelligentsia mallamai also engaged in
agricultural produbtion. They got the bulk of
the labour they required in their farms from

their students almajirai.

The area also attracted a good number of
people from northern Katsina, Western Sokoto and
Zazzau on the eve of the conquest. They came
during the rainy season from these areas in

26

order to cultivate cotton and indigo. Addi-

tional labour was also imported into the area by

25. Usman Yusuf Bala, op.cit. p.203
26. Abdullahi Idris Mahuta, op.cit. pe.263.
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the rulers of Maska. The people came from
Southern Zazzau and the Gwari region to work on

their farms.27

The great cattle plague of 1891-
1892 also made many pastoral Fulani to abandon
pastoralism and take to farming.28 Hence the
late 19th century was really a period of

increassed agricultural activity.

(ii) Pastoralism

Pastoralism was ancther human activity that
was practised by the people in the area. This

was especially undertaken by the nomadic Fulani.

It was however also practised by the semi-nomadic & -

Pulani, including members of the ruling class,
The nomadic Fulani practised it on & full time
basis and in fact moved about with their cattle
in search of pasture. Wherever they found a
good grazing land they would settle and erect
their huts rugage and were not likely to vacate
the area until they exhausted the pasture of the

area, These type of FPulani are referred to as the

27. 1Ibid.

28, MNichael Watts, op.cit, p.68, also
Usman, Y.B. op.cit pT%UTT" .
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Pulanin-daji. The semi-nomadic Pulani or

Fulanin gida .- were those Pulani who had lost
their cattle as a result of an epiéemic. They
therefore had no other alternative than to aettie
in the towns and engage in other activities,

Such  Pulani were often given herds to rear by

the members of the ruling class.zg

Others that
engaged in pastoralism were the Habe, members

of the ruling class, rich people and the ulama.

In the area, two types of Pulani could be
found. Most of them, especially the nomadic ones
made their way into the area as a result of the
state policy on sedenterisation. This was
particularly true with the Daneji Pulani who
settled in the area in the 19th century. The
semi-nomadic Pulani especially the members of the
ruling class and the rich people engaged in '
pastoralism because it was both a secure source
of manure and a means of reaslising their capital.
It should also be noted that there was a close
link or relationship between agriculture and
pastoralism. This link was in the way in which
the agriculturalists used the msnure obtained from

the cattle in their farms for crops such as cotton

29, Interview with Sarkin Falani Tudun Iya
10/1/92, Henceforth S.F.I.
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| and indigo which required heavy manuring. The
pastoralists on the other hand made use of the
corn, millet or maize stalk left behind by the '
30

agriculturalists at the time of harvest.

(iii) Manufacturing Activities

The dominant manufacturing activity in Maska
area in the late 19ih century was textile
manufacture. This was largely as a result of the
increase in cotton and indigo cultivation which
were the two basic ingredients for the growth and
development of the textile and dyeing industry..
After enough cotton had been acquired it was then
spinned kadi to form thread zare. ‘This was mainly
said to be the work of women.31 The thread.was
then woven sska by the weavers on the looms to form
cloth, The cloth was finally taken to the dyers |
marina who turned it into differenf colours as

required.

Maska area became famous for a type of c¢loth

known as Bunu dan maska which gained fame in all

the nooks and corners of Katsina Emirate as well

30, lbid,

31. Group interview carried out at Jibiri,

23/3/92.
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as in other neighbouring Emirates such as

Zazzau, Kano and Sokot0.32

Other types of cloth
produced by the textile industry at Maska were
the farin gwado (blanket of white thread) and
madukare (a special cloth used by Fulani women .
as wrappers).33 In fact it was because of the
way textile manufacturing had flourisghed in Maska
that made weasvers from far away places such as
Doro, Mani, Ingawa and Kurkujan to troop into the
area during the dry season. They came with their
looms which they set and worked on up to the time
of the bazara when they then returned home to
prepare their farms against the next rainy season.Bu
Y.B. Usman observed that:

The cultivation of cotton and indigeo

remalned the basis of important commercial

and manufacturing activity in Maska.

These products were processed into sulaye

{bunches of thread) and baba (dyestuff)

and exported to northern Katsina and
eastwards into Kano,35 <4

32. Usman, Y.B., op.cit., p.19; Ilngawa, T.B.,
op.cit, p.323.

33. Ingawa, T.B., op.cit, p.323. Also Mahuta,
op.cit, p.11L.

34. Usman, Y.B. op.cit. p.197. Apart from Maska
weaving also tcok place at Matazu, Karofi and
Tandama. lbid, p.136

35. Ibid, p.196,
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Embroidery dinkin hannu was also practiced along-
side the textile manufacturing and dyeing.
This was used to saw caps as well as to embroider
the big gowns manyan riguna of the members of the
ruling class, rich people and the muslim intelligentsi:
There are indications that some of these crafts
survived despite thelattempts made by the
colonialists to destroy them in the 20th ceﬁtury.
Olofson has for example, shown that Maska town
was noted by Chaytor as a town of dyers in 1917.36
To date one noctices the existence of more than
324 dyepits in the town. A number which Olofson
showed in 1971 to be a gross under estimation of

those actually ever used.37

Another manufacturing activiﬁy that was
practised in the Maska area was smithing. .This
included both biacksmithing and silver smithing,
The smithing industry flourished because of the
presence of iron ore in the neighbéuring areas
of Birmin Gwari, Zagami and Tandama. Birnin
Gwari and Koriga were especially said to have

continued expanding by the late 19th century in

36. See H.A, Olofson, Funtua.:"Patterns of a
Migration to a New Hausa Town," Ph.D. Thesis,
University of Pittsburgh, 197b, p.196.

37. Ibid,
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iron working. They produced thousands of hoe
blades annually and yar koriga became an epithet

for a certain type of hoe.38

By the end of the

19th century the iron workers at Koriga had developed
the skill oflusing a special forced drought |

furnace which produced high quality pig iron.

This type of iron was used in producing thougands

of agricultural implements such as hoes hauya /
fartanya, axe gatari, matchet adda, hand plough
galmar hannu and other weapons used during warfare

such as sword takobi, spear mashi and many others.

All these were produced by blacksmiths.

Those engaged in silver smithing also used
copper alloys and different types of lead to
produce items of adornment like bracelets, rings,
decoration of swards and saddlers and cooking
implements such as pans, pots, spoons and cutleries.

Leather working was another manufacturing
activity that was earried out in the Maska area
in the late 19th century. The bulk of the hides
and skins used was obtained from animals reared

by both the nomadic and seminomadic Fulani. The

38, See Monk, Koriga District p.507, Hamilton,
Birnin Gwari District and Usman, Y.B. cp.cit.
p.208,



25

skins obtained were first treated by tanners
majema. After the skin had been tanned it was
then dyed into different colours such as yellow
yarawa, orange korino, black kuduji and red
Jarfata, These were then taken to markets where
leather manufacturers dukawa bought them and
used them in producing different materials such
as shoes, bags and shields.39 Mahuta, has for
example shown that there had developed in the
Maska - Gozaki area a group of brokers dillalan
fata who took it far and near selling it to the

long distance traders who visited the area.ho

Apart from the textile and smithiﬁg
industries as well as leather working, there were
other numerous manufacturing activities that
were carried out in less proportioﬂ and scale.
These included wood carving sassaka, pottefy
ginin tukwane, mat making sakar tabarma, calabash

and spoon making.

39. Group interview at Dandume 2/2/92.

LO. Abdullahi Idris Mahuta, op.cit, p.65.
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(iv) Trade

The intensity with which these econoniic
activities were pursued led to the production
of excess goods or suplus. These were then
used in both internal and external - trade.
Internal trade here involved the one carried i
locally between and within the different towns B
and villages. External trade on the other hand
involved goods exported from the area, or brought
into it through trade. This frade was conducted
with the use of cowries kuri which was popularly
known as biringizau or Na yawuri masu gida zggg.u1
This served as a meéns of exchange. Baba of .
Karo had given five units in which the cowry |
currency was transacted. These were the guda
(ones) biyar (fives) goma (tens) dari (hundreds)
and zambar (thousands). There was also keso
which was used for bigger transactions that reached

twenty thousand cowries.uz
Lo

Most of the products were first sold on the
market days of the different towns of the area.
Cotton and Indigo were for example sold in the

town ¢f Maska on the market days which were Saturdays

1. Interview with Ladan Yuguda Funtua 19/9/92,
Henceforth L,Y.F.

42, smith, M,F., Baba of Karo QUP London 195),
pp- 80"'81 - . ' )
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and Wednesdays. Similarly the reknown cloth
Bunu dan Maska, Farin gwado and Madukare were
all disposed at the markets in Masgka, Mahuta,
Damari, Yakurutu, Garki, Batarawa, Dankonsai,
Goya and Birnin Famfam. These were towns that
had emerged as commercial centres in the Maska area
at this time. Other items of internal trade '
included grains, livestock and yams which were
also sold in these markets by different trwaders.
Yankwarami were special traders that sold grains
in these markets. Yams was also said tc have been
a commodity of internal trade taken from the towns
of Maska, Mahuta and Yakurutu and sold at one
watering place, rest stop or zango for the long

43

distance traders. This was said to be about
three kilometres from Daudawa. Yams was also
taken to a market which went by the name maciyar
Bagobiri which was in-between the towns of Daudawa
and Faskari.uh

External trade also flourished. Long distance
traders were said to have come from far away places

such as Adar, Borno, Abzin, Nupeland, Kano and

Zazzau bringing with them different items of trade

¥

L43. Olofson, H.ai. op.cit. pp.t47-148, 165,

Yh. Miller Joseph Cokwe, "Trade and Conquest in

- the 19th Century" in R.Cray and D. Birmingham (eds)
Pre-Colonial Trade in East and Central Africa.
Oxford University Press, London, pp.175-201.
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to the area. Items like fineries, paper, - swords,
silks and caps were brought by these traders.

The traders trom Borno brought horses, natron and
salt. Salt was also brought from kebpi. The
traders trom Adar and Abzin carried commodities

of trade such as horses, goats and sheeps. From
Jos Plateau alsoc came tin and antimony., Other
commodities brought intc the area were cloth,
glass and metal from Nupeland; kolanuts from GwanJja,
Cyo and Nupelénd; mineral salt from Awei in the
middle Benue valley and slaves from Zazzau.LLS >
Most of these traders bought different items from
the markets in the Maska area on their return
Jjourney. These included raw cotton, indigo,
thread, leather gocds, dyed cloths and grains;.
The rich cotton farmers of the Maska-Gozaki region
were said to be tagen their produce to Birnin
Zaria where they sold it and acquired bayi for

their estates. It is said that:

these transactions took place in the
trading houses of Kusfa, Durumin Maigarke
and Marmara in Birnin Zaria, in whose
Rarehouses and stores, the cotton was
deposited and who provided accommodation
and brokerage seﬂgice for thege rich
Tandama farmers.

45, Usman, Y.B., Ph.D. Thesis op.cit. pp.4L3-L472.
)+6. Usman. Y.Bo Ibid p.L‘.S’.I.-
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There was another trade that flourished
at this time., This trade was in cattle and was
carried out by the tobacco farmers of northern
Katsina. They carried the tobacco to Damagaram
(zinder) and sold it. They in turn bought
cattle which they brought to the South along a
route through Malumfashi, Bakori and Maska. The
cattle were from here carried onwards some going
Southwards and others westwards to Nupe and Ilorin
and others still eastwards towards Lafia and the

Middle Benue Region.u7

There was again a form of trade that
developed in the Maska area. This was as a
result of regional specialisation in certain
economic activities. Fawwa region, for example,.
specialised in iron manufacture, Gozaki region
in leather manufacture while Maska area specialised
in textile manufacture. This made it possible
for the various goods produced in these regions

to be exchanged by way of trade. These goods were

47. Polly Hill, Notes on the History of the
Northern Katsina Tobacco Trade, J.H.S.N,.,
Vol.l4, No.3, pp.477-481, 1968, See also NNAK,
Katprof 1/SNP,10, 183, 1917, p.162.
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also taken to neighbouring emirates such as

Zazzau, Sokoto, Daura and Kano. In fact Kano
which was known as a hub of textile industry in the
late 19th century, was actually dependent on the
cotton and indigo as well as the weaving and
dyeing centres of the Maska area for its survival.
All these were gotten through trade. The goods
produced in these regions were also put into long
distance trade in which they were carried to
distant places such as Oyo, Borno, North Africa,

Nupeland, Gwanja, Adar, Jos, Plateau and Abzinqlla

By the end of the 19th century five major
trade routes had developed in the Maska area.
These included the Maska-Mahuta-Kufan Mai Tsamiya-

Dankada-Tsafe=-Kwatarkwashi-Sokoto road.

Another one took off from Zaria-Maska-Bakori-
Malumfashi~Katsina road. A third route had its
source in Maska-Batagyara-Kwatangiri-Bakin Dutse-
Tandama-Dan Mahawayi-Basawa~Zaria road. Another
route started from Rafin Iwa=-Birnin Famfam=Dan

Mayaki-Kadawa=-Birnin Kogo-Faskari rc:;acl..l"9 Holowingka

48, Usman, Y.B, op.,cit. p.207

h9.u Mahuta, op.cit, p.117; Olofson, Qp.cit,
P47,
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has suggested that the presence of cowrie shells,
grind-stones and some iron objects in the sites
of some of these towns which are today.ruins,
further testifies to the prominency of these

50

towns in trade. It should particularly be

noted that Barth had noted that Maska, Mahuta,
Dankada, Bakari and Duya were among the
important trading towns of Katsina Emirate in
the 19th century.S1 See map 2 below which
shows the trading routes of the Maska area in

the 19th century.

(v) Taxation

It is important for us to note that taxes were
collected on all these economic activities. The
taxes were used by the central and regional
administration as a source of revenue. They were
collected by the Jjakadu on behalf of the fief
holders. Out of the amount collected some

proportion was taken to Katsina while the rest

50. Z. Holowinska, Ancient Hausa Towns in Katsin
and Daura BEmirates (mimeo 1970, D+1{ 20

51. Barth Henrich, op.cit, vol.1 p.609
Appendix VIII, ' ’ .




MAP 2 TRADING ROUTES IN MASKA AREA
BY THE LATE 19TH CENTURY
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was retained by Sarkin Maska for himself and
his numerous titled officials. A certain
proportion was further said to have been used -
in urban development., This was used in the
provision of security, general welfare as well
as the building and maintenance of wells and
gates. A section was als® kept in the treasury

Beit-el-mal against contingencies - drought,

52

famine or flood, One of the taxes collected

in the Magka area was land tax which was Yariously
called as Kharaj or kudin kasa. This was

levied on all those engaged in farming activity.
The household gida was the unit of assessment

and amounted to being a tax on the gandun glg;.
The amount collected from each household stood

at 2,500 cowries by the middle of the 19th ;eptury.
If slaves were owned by the household then aﬂ

additional 500 cowries had to be paid.>-

A canonical tax was also collected. This
was put on all adult muslims and was paid out
of their agricultural products such as guinea

corn, maize or millet after harvest. The tax

$2. Usman, Y.B. op.cit. p.187

53. Ingawa, T.B. gop.cit, p.31. Henry:Barth,

Travels and Discoverieg in North and Central
Africa Vol.l1l, London 1890.
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was fixed at ten pércent of ones wealth. Ingawa
T.B. has evén suggestéd that the canonical tax
zakka amounted to ten percent on non irrigated
54

or five percent on irrigated agricultural gcods.

The tax went to the ulama and masu gari.

There was also a tax on specialised
agriculture and trade kudin sana'a. H.R. Palmer55

gave its breakdown as follows:

1. Kudin rafi . 3,000per farm

24 potatoes 1,200 per farm

3 groundnuts - - 1,200 per farm

k. cassava j 1,200 per farm :

S« weavers | 2,400 per person |
6. tanners "i_ 2,400 per person

7. butchers : 2,500 per perso&

8. salt cutters 2,400 per person

9, smiths . | 10 hoes or 1,000 cowrie$

10. livestock brokers 5,000 cowries

11. users of forest
products 5,000 cowries

12. dyers | 3,000 per pit.

54, Ingawa, T.B., op.cit, p.83

55. Palmer, H.R., History of Kat51na,
NNAK/SNP/‘!?/B - K 2076, pp.94-95.
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These figures are likely to err towards
exaggeration so that the oppressive nature of
the 'Fulani rule' could be shown and therefore
serve as a legitimisation for colonial domination.56
It is, therefore, clear that even though these
taxes were collected, the amount as given by
Palmer and cited above do not reflect the
reality of the actual amount collected. Some
of the people I interviewed gave lower figures
than that of Palmer. Dan MagaJji Jabiri who
was aged 120 years at the time I interviewed
him suggested 100 cowries being paid per dyepit.
He also gave a figure of 1,200 and 2.090 cowries
as the amount paid by weavers in Maska area.57
Similarly Koshe na Dodo Bakin Dutse gave a
figure of 5 hoe blades on blacksmiths and 2,000
cowries were paid by one tanner and an equal

amount was also paid by the bu1:,cl'n=.-r's..58

Another type of tax that was collected in the
late 19th century in Maska area was the kudi to.

This was a kind of a custom toll or dues levied

56. Usman, Y.B., op.cit, p.188

57. Interview with Dan Magaji Jabiri 6/3/92.
Henceforth D.M.J.

58. A.K.B. April, 1992.



on certain produce on ifts entry into Katéina
Emirate, AS Maska was an important gateway
through which different goods from the South such
as Zazzau, Gwanja, Oyo, Nupeland and other places .
came into the emirate, this type of tax wasa
collected. Barth had estimated that about one
kantu (bar) of selt was paid for each load brought
by merchants from Abzin in 1857, Another sum of
500 cowries was levied on each beast that carried
the salt.59

There was also a tax on cattle jangali which
was levied on all cattle per head, Palmer had
suggested a figure of 5,000 cowries per cow per
annum but again this figure seems faulty when one

considers that most of it was collected in kind,

Qther taxes collected in the area were the
jizia, & tax on protected non—muaiim communities
and the gaisuwa which was a form of tribﬁte gent
to the Caliph at Sckoto.

59' Ba‘f‘th, H. OEQCit, p0456
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The Political and pdministrative Structure

" Maska area was in the late 19th century a fief

administered by one of the garakunan sarki

and adviser of the sarkin Xaisina known as

Galadiman Katsina. He was expected %o supervise
the area along with the others that were under o
him. He was also required to carry out apecific
tasks as would be assigned to him by the Emir.
He wes further supposed to supervise the

garakunan Kesa or district heads of the aresa.

The Galedims generally took chargé of re-
orgenisation of administration or the resﬁlution
of conflicts in the districts. The sarakunan
kasa were said to héve lived in one of the

towns in their territories. But most of them
also kept houses in the Birnin Kaxsina.Go The

Vasks area had one of such Sarakunan kasa who

bore the title of Sarkin Maska and who resided

at Maska. The town of Maska itself was said 1o
have been founded by a certain Habe named Bako
'in the time of the Sarkin Katsina Korau A.D.1584.
He was followed by six Habe kings - Jatau,
Danmaje, Kuyka, Idirisu, Balarabe and Birgiji

whose reigns appeared to have extended over a

60. Usman, Y.B., Op.cit, p.184
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period of two hundred asnd twelve years. Birgiji
was said to be the last Habe king &8s he was
driven out by the jihadists, Gudindi was the
first king in the jihad period while Halilu was
the one ruling when the British forces occupied

the area..61

It is significant to note that before the
occupation Maska had developed a complex syst&m
of administration which was & replica of the one
obtained at Xatsina, The Sarkin NMaska had an

advisory council majalisar Sarki just like the

Emir of Katsina had, This consisted of the

Galadiman Maska, the Madawakin Maska, the Durbin

Maska, the Jerman Maska, the Makaman Maska, the

Ajiyan Maska and the Iyan Maska, These were

the Princes of Maska and heirs to the throne,
Bach of them was assigned a town to rule in,

The Galadiman Mgska ruled at Dandume, the dan

Galadima ruled at Goya, the Durbin Maska ruled at

Yarkasuwa, Madawaki was at Mairuwe while the

Jarman Maska ruled at Mahuta. While strictly

speaking only the princes were allowed to rule

in these towns, there were instances in which

6. NNAK Katprof 1 FED 1/1/4 Maske District
Notebook 1927-1936. History of Maska p.3
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the Sarkin Maska asppointed his associates or

close friends to administer these towns. &

very good example was that of the Jarman Masks

in the 19th century. This title was conferred

on Sarkin Baka Akai on account of his display

of bravery and valour during the crushing of the

62 This was

Banaga and Xogo-Mai~-Kumaru raids,
during the time of Sarkin Maska Muhammadu 'Sani

Apart from these princea there were many other
village heads magaddai who ruled in the other
garuruwa of Maska area, These included Bakarri,
Batarawa, Tudun lya, Duya, Faskari, Fuatua,

Kaurs dan-plasan, Kogo, Kwatangiri, Machika,
Magzaii wendo and meny others. Bach of the Magaji
also had under him homesteads unguwanni and masu
unguwa. The village of Maigamji for example had
the following unguwannji under him: Kaliyawa,

Jabiri, Bakin Dutse, Samage, Zamfarawa, Awala,

62. These raids were part of the general
revolts which followed the defeat of the Habe
rulers by the Jihadists. The raids were
organised in the Maska area by Banaga and Kogo-
mai-Kumaru. The Habe rulers tried tc regain the
kingdom through this way. See Holowinska zofia,
op.cit p.292. -
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Gwauruwa, Maijibga, Dogon Awd, Tabki, Kwatangere,
Unguwar Yawa and Runji.63 The last set in the
administrative structure were the commoners or

talakawa - the ruled. In all these however the

gari was the basic unit of administration.

Apart from this structure there was also
the judiciary. The Emir of Katsina appointed
gadis all over the Emirate to dispense Jjustice
at the Alkali courts. OSuch a gadi was also appoin-
ted . .at Maska in the late qg9tp century. Sarkin
Maska was also said to have had his own court
where he heard cases or received appeals from

the court of the gadi,bh

There was also the
occupational heads gsarakunan sana'a who were
appointed by the Sarkin Maska as a result of
their similar appointment at the emirate head-
quarters. The duties of these officials included
the maintenance of standards, the allocation of

land and other facilities, the regulation of

trade and the collection of taxes. It was also

63. Interview with luhammadu Ibrahim Maigamji, 26/2/92
Henceforth M.l1.M,

64. Usman, Y.B., op.cit, pp.186-187
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through these hierarchies that the local
administration mobilised these occupational

groups to serve it. The hunters and smiths were,

for example easily obtained for military expeditions.
Brokers were also acquired for official trading
transacticns. Similarly builders for the

building and maintenance of walls, palaces and

other public works. In the late 19th century

the following heads were in existence in the area

of Maska:

1. Tarﬁo - weaving

2. Danbaganzame - dyeing

3. Majema - tanning

., Sarkin Dawa - wood carving and other
activity using forest products.

5. Sarkin Makera - Iron working

6. Sarkin Magina - building

7. Gariya - Salt trading

8. Matsai - Markets

9. Sarkin Zango - caravans

10. Sarkin Dillalai - Brokerage

11. Sarkin Pawa - butchers

12. Sarkin Fadama - cultivation

13. Magaji Rogo - Cassava cultivation

14. Magaji Kwaya - groundnuts and cotton cultivation.

15. Magaji Yado - Potatoes, Yams and other roots.65

65. Usman, Y.B. op.cit, p.181



L1

The Local Administration and Promotion of Economic
Activities

The promotion of economic activities had
been a long establ@shed policy of the state
wherever it existed in the Nigerian area. This

fact has clearly been demonstrated by the work of

Mahadi Abdullahi.66 He attributed the involvement

of the state in the eccnomy to its realisation
that such participation was the only avenue
through which it could get more and mare resources
for the different needs of the state. These

included:

the maintenance of the expanding
bureaucracy to procure horses, camels,
donkeys, swords, spears, muskets for
the military. Resources were also
needed for the acquisition of ceremonial
materials such as trumpets, drums,
flutes as well as exotic dresses which
were absolutely necessary for the image
of the sarki and all categories of masu
sarauta. There were alsoc the various
needs of the numerocus courtiers such

as some members of the ulema (literati)
barori clients and slaves. These were
expensive to maintain.67 .

66. The title of this clear, precise and
penetrating work is Mahadi Abdullahi, "The State

and the Economy: The Sarauta System and its Role

in Shaping the Society and Economy of Kano with
Particular Reference to the 18th and 19th Centugles,"
Vols. I and II. Ph.D. Thesis, A.B.U., Zaria, 1902.

67. 1bid, p.189
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In other words, the state realised the importance
of wealth for acquiring power and its consolidation;
The promotion of economic activities was to
reach its peak in the 19th century with the
" jihad of Shehu Usman dan Fodio. It was at this
time that the Jjihad leaders implored the ruling
class to encourage economic activities. The post
jihadic Emir of Katsina Umarun Dallaji (1808/9~1836)
was even said to have requested the Amir Al-. . |
Muminin Muhammad Bello to send him islamic
principles of administration that would guide him

68 "

and his subordinates in ruling the Emirate.

Muhammad Bello sent him a short guide titled

Usul Sivasa Wa kayifika it al-Makhlas f1 umur
al-Ri'agsa (The Principles of Politics and the way
of Deliverance in matters of Leadérship). In this
guide, Bello enumerated many ways in which a
muslim government differed from that of a pon-
muslim one. He went on to show that a muslim
ruler should’always be just and not tyrannical.
This is because only a Jjust ruler would receive
the blessings of God while an unjust ruler would

be abhorred by Him, On the Principles of Siyasa,

68. Usman, Y.B., op.cit, p.1h
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Bello mentioned seven of them. Some of these
included the need by a ruler to establish a
Just order in human society through the implemenf
tation of the Divine law (sharia) and obedience
to the sunnah of the prophet., He should also
establish the proper order of human scciety which
would do away with injustice and discord as well
as protect the rights of all in the divine law,
Bello also added that a muslim leader should
be of a firm, gentle and generous character. He
should also keep as his advisers devout muslinm
intelligentsia mallamai not venal, greedy and
materialigtic ones, His last three principles
deal with the relationship of an Emir with his
subJjects. He.pointed out that the muslim Emir
should strive to safeguard the welfare of hisg
people as well as their material and economic
well being apart from their spiritual and social

aspects.69

Un a wheole, Bello showed that the
Emir had as his duty the development of his

pecple's means of livelihood and material conditionsn
of existence. This is contained in his sixth

principle of politics where he admonished every

muslim leader to:

69. See Bello Kitabu Usul as Siyati.
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lay down for the people of his domain
their wordly and religious dutieg. He
should see to the rearing of c¢raftsmen,
and the encouragement of artisans whom
the people cannot do without, ... He
should in addition exhort the people to
produce and store food; settle populations
in urban and rural areas; build walled
towns and bridges, maintain markets and
roads; and work for the realisation of
their general welfare as a whole... build = =
mosques and fill them with prayer and
worship; appoint Jjudges and teachers and
arrange for the payment of their due
stipends; appeint the educators of children
and preachers and Inspectors of public
morals to ordain the right and forbid

the wrong; and collectors of the poor

tax and 1nve5t16ators for the oppressed

and destitute.”

These principles camé to serve as;a guide not

only to Ummarun Dallaji who requested for it

but for his successors as well., The Emirs of
Katsina emirate further requested their subordinates
the sarakunan sarki, sarakunan kasa and magaddail

t0 adhere by these injunc¢tions.

It would seem that the rulers of Maska heeded
to this call as they tried to implement these 3
principles in the area. They did not only
encourage economic activities but also participated

actively in these activities. One way in which

0. lbid,
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the garakunan Maska got involved in the economy
was in their appointment of occupational heads
sarakunan sana'a. These heads as we have mentioned
above were generally required to co-ordinate and
supervise these activities. They also collected
taxes, maintain standards, allocate land or
mobilise their occupational groups to serve the
government. 1t was, for example, through the
sarkin Noma of the Maska area that the local
administration guided the people in the bush
clearing, sowing,weeding and harvesting of their
crops. It was also through him that the Sarakungn
Magka got labour of the peasantry for use in

their estates. It was also through him that the
exemption of some crops such as cotton and indigo
from taxation was made known to the people during
the reign of Muhammad Sani (C.1832-1865). This
exemption was meant by the local administration
to boost manufacturing activities especially

textile manufacture and dyeing.

The Sarkin Kasuwa was the person through
whom the government fixed market days ranakun cin
kasuwa for the various markets in the Maska area.

It was also through him that the state built
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market stalls rumfungn kaguwa for the traders
as well as assisted in collecting the market

tolls.]

All these were ways which the local
administration at Maska followed to promote

economic activities in the area.

The state apparatus in Maska also provide?
security to those engaged in pastoralism and
trade. This was done through the establishment of
ribats or fortresses which served as military
camps and helped in checking raids carried by
thiefs and other highway rcbbers from time to time.
Sarkin Magka Muhammad Sani was especially said to
have alerted all his village heads masu gari to
be vigilant in keeping the trade routes that
passed through their areas safe. In fact he even
appointed sarkin Tafarki (tafarki - highway) who
was to ensure the security of the major routes
leading to and out of Maska area and to as well

collect custom duties on them.72r

71. AMJ June 1992,

72. A.M.M. December 1991,
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The rulers in Maska were also said to have
provided cattle tracks burtali and grazing
grounds saura for the use of the pastoralists
grazing in the Maska aréa. This was done by the
rulers to avert conflicts with the agricultura-
lists. Such cattle tracks and grazing grounds
were located at strategic places for those

73 We have also shown that the

pastoralists.
rulers of Maska did not only encourage these
activities but they also participated in them.,

A case in point was the Sarkin Maska Gudindi -

(C.1810-1817). He was said to have owned thousands
of herds of cattle which he moved arcund with

in the Maska-Gozaki region in search of pasture.
These places he moved in included Kurmin Dan Ranko,
Gadanya, Godiya, Dutsin Zaki and many other places

in the region.7llr

Similarly Gudindi's successor
Sarkin Maska Muhammadu Jaji (C.1827-1832) was said
to be strongly attached to pastoralism to the
extent that he spent most of his time at the
cattle encampment rugage. This showed that he

was more interested in being with the cattle than

being on the throne, He was therefore replaced

73. Ibid. - L ’ ¥

7h. Mahuta, op.cit, p.194
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by Muhamman Sani. JaJji then moved out of the
region to settle in 2azzau.75 Most of these
rulers also owned large agricultural estates
gandaye, Jjust as we have cited elsewhere the
example of Sarkin Magka Halilu. He owned a

large gandu which farm slaves bayin gandu worked
for him. Most of them were also builders. Sarkin
Magka Danmaje C.1575-1594, an earlier ruler

was said to be an_expert that he used to slaughter
cattle and with their blood and brains mix the

mud with which to build his houses.?6

Even if this
was an exaggeration, the fact still remains that
this ruler built his houses himself. The partici-
pation of theMaska rulers in some of thegse activities
must definitely have served as encouragement to
the rest of the people. The rulers also consoli-
dated the more, the control they had over thé’
economy and the people.

The rulers of Maska furthermore encouraged
sedenterisation. This witnessed the influx of

Fulani and other professional craftsmen from

other places into the Maska area. 1t was through

75. Usman, Y.B., Ph.D. Thesis op.cit, p.329

76. NNAK Katprof 1/1/L, Maska District Notebook
1926. History of Maska, p.3.
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this process that the Daneji Fulani meved into
the area. They were said to have owned large
herds of cattle. The craftsmen tﬁat setiled in
the area boosted the indigenous industrieg as
they came with new skills which they applied on
these industries. Sarkin Maska Muhamman Sani
even did more than any other kinglof Maska had
done in resettling people in the towns and o
building new ones. 1t was during his reign that
a good number of the settlements that were either
destroyed or abandoned during the jihad wars or the

77

Banaga and Kogo~Mai-kumaru raids ‘' "were resettled.
Towns like Garki, Mahuta, Shigo, Dankonsai, and
Batagyara which were seriously destroyed during
the wars were rebuilt. Others like Maska which
were abandoned were re-occupied and the palace
was even enlarged and fortified. Ribats and

walls were also built by Sarkin Maska Muhamman

Sani and Sarkin Maska Abubakar (C.1865-1873).

Some ¢of the walls that were bullt were like that

of lasanawa. This was done shortly after crusghing

78

the Banaga and Kogo-Mai-Kumaru raiders. A new

77. See footnote No.b63.

75. Holowinska, op.cit, p.211
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wall was also built at Maska which extended
the town to the 5outneast.?9 Similarly the
chiefs compound at Yakurutu was fortified in the
second.half of the 19th century.ao The rulers
of Maska furthermore built worship places in
all the major towns and villages of the area.
They established schools and appointed Judges'in
most of these major towns. They also made sure
that peace was maintained in the whole of Maska

area.

The impact of all these policies was eccnomic
expansion, population growth and industrial deve-

lopment. - :

While this was the situation in Méska area
by the late 19th century, the European merchant
firms had early in the century began advancing
from the coast of Nigeria into its interior.
Numerous European firms had established trading
relations with the people of the Niger-Berue
confluence. They engaged in the so-called

legitimate trade through which they got raw

79. Usman, Y.B., ph.D. thesis op.cit, p.uli0

80. Holowinska, op.cit, p.230
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materials such as palm kernel, shea butter,
cectton, antimony, cowhide and other skins for
the industries in Europe., The Europeané in exchange
brought firearms and ammunitiocn, textiles, utensils
of various types trinkets and othgr goods. By
the 1870's the companies had been engaged }n a
cut-throat competition which was only resoclved
by the amalgamation of the English companies in
1879 under the inspiration and leadership of
George Taubman Goldie. The United African Company
was formed as a result of this amalgamation.81'w
It was this company that championed the interests
of the Yritish against the German and French
rivalry. It was also this cﬁmpany that engaged
in signing trieties with the Emirates of Sokoto
Caliphate aiming at establishing European political
and economic contrQI over them. This British
interest was directly opposed to the absolute
control which the rulers of these Emirates had
enjoyed and exercised over the centuries of their
economy. A way, therefore, had to be found teo
resolve this conflict and this was found in a

military clash or conquest.
s A

81. Adeleye, R.A., Power and Diplomacy in Northern
Nigeria, 1804-1906, Longman Group Limited, London,
1977) p-119.
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Conclusion

We have in this chapter tried to examine
the basic contours.of the nature and character
c¢f the econcmic and political sétting of the
Maska area in the late 19th century. We have
specifically shown that the century noticed an
increase in the practise of human activities
such as agriculture, pastoralism, manufacturing
activities and trade. In all these activities
the family had been the basic unit of production
but was complemented by collegtive labour. ﬁ;_
further showed that the members of the ruling
class, rich people and the muslim intelligentsia
also owned large agricultural estates which they
used slave, peasant; wage and student labour
to cultivate. We then looked at the various
ways in which the state promoted these activities.
This was done through their policies of appointing
occupational heads, the provision of cattle tracks,
grazing grounds, market stalls, security and many
mcore for these activities., The impact of these
policles was that they led to an increase in
these economic activities. The coming of .the
Eurcopean merchant firms was to pose a threat
to the control which the rulers of the caliphate
and Maska pafticularly had over the economy and
their society. As these rulers were not willing

to succumb to Buropean advances, conguest remained
the only sovlutlon.,

c L
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THE BRITISH OCCUPATION AND THE
IMPOS.ITION OF COLONIAL DOMINATION i

Introduction

The aim of this chapter is to discuss the
occupation of Maska area by the British and their
imposition of colonial domination. We shall
also examine the transformation of the indigencus
aristocracy into the Native Authority system
through whom- the British Colonial officials
intended to rule Maska area in particular and _
Northern Nigeria generally. As we shall see '
the use of the local rulers by the colonialists
was in their bid to lessen the cost in men and
money. Our discussion shall also look at the
territorial reforms carried out by the British
Colonial officials and the emergence of Maska
area as a district. This was also to facilitate
a better contrel and exploitation of the territoriéé.
We shall finally discuss the establishment of
some institutions that were meant to assist the
Native Authorities in executing colonial policies
and generally maintain law and order. This was

necessary for the o¢operation of the colonial economy.

iof
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The Occupation of Maska Area

The factors which led tg'fhe British Colonial
Government to occupy Nerthern Nigeria in general
and Maska area in particular are well known and
there is no need for us to repeat them here.

The occupation took place within the context of
the recommendation made by the Niger Committee

in 18388, This committee was appointed by the
British colonial government to work out the
modalities of the occupation. After its delibera-
tions, it recommended that as far as the Caliphate
c¢ould not be taken by a general coup-de-main,’

it should be done gradually, each Emir being

taken in turn.2

The annexation itself was undertaken by an
imperial army, the West African Frontier Force

(W.A.F.F.)} which Lugard re-organised in 1837.

1. Attempts have been made by the colonialists
to explain away the occupation in terms of
humanitarian venture or civilising mission.
However, the factors that led to the occupation
were economic. They wanted raw materigls for
their industries and markets for their manu-
factured goods.

2. Adeleye, R.A,, op.cit, pp.205-219.
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The W.A,F.F. then had its headquarters at
Jebba, with detachments in the Benue region at
AkwanaJji, Ibli and Ibinsi. Hence with the
exception of Lokoja, Jebba, Yelwa and Ibi,
all the other military posts cof the company were B
situated outside the caliphate.3 The tcotal
strength of the Force was said to be two o
battalions of infantry, one battalion of mounted
infantry and a small battery, amountiné in all
to 2,288, including 212 European Officers.h
The capture of the Emirates worked out according o
to plan. A good number cf these ﬁmirates,
however, put up resistance. This_notwithstanding
they were captured. Zaria was the first to be
taken in 1902. Kano followed in 1903, despite
the stiff resistance put up by ité people. Sokoto
was also captured in 1903. The last Emirate that
was occupled was Patsina Emirate and with it the
Maska area. The people of Maska were notified
about the British take over through Galadima Shawal
who had moved to Malumfashi. The Galadima who
became the District Head of Galadima District

was said to have summoned the Sarkin Maska and all

his village heads and informed them accordingly

3. 1bid.

lt. For the details of how these Emirates were
taken see Ibid, chapter seven and eight.
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that Nasara va kwace kasarjmtfﬁe British had

taken over the land). He also told them that

- the new rulers had no intention of removing any
of them from his throne in as much as they were
going to be law abiding. He then asked them to

5

go and await further orders.

]

The Creation of the Native Authority Svstem

One.ﬁasic principle that the colonialists
kept to on the conquest or occupation of each
Emirate in the Sokoto Caliphate was the recognition
of the Emir and his officials. The exception
was in relation to those Emirates whose Emirs
refused to co-operate with the colonial government.'.
In such cases the Emirs were deposed and nek ones
were appointed. This had happened in a good _ |
number of Emirates.6 By doing this the colonia-

lists were looking for Emirs that would be completely

5. Interview with Alhaji Audu Magajin Maska
12/12/91. Henceforth AM.M,

6. For many examples of the Emirs that were
deposed at this time see Tukur, M.M. "The
Imposition of British Colonial Domination on

the Sokoto Caliphate, Borno and Neighbouring
States 1897-1914: A Re~interpretation of Colonlal
Sources, " Ph.D. thesis aBU, 1979 - chapter 1.
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loyal to them in their domination and explcitation

of the Emirates. The recognised BEmirs and their

subordinates were referred to as the Native
7

The reasons for the use of the *

~ Authorities.
pre-colonial Emirates aristocracy in the subordi-
nation of their society and economy were many.
One of such reasons was the need to lessen cost
in both men and money. The British treasury |
was reluctant in spending much on its colonies,
This was said to have been informed by its belief
that colonies were a dubiocus venture that could
be reluctantly accepted only if they were made

to pay for themselves. I1t, therefore, insisted
on parsimony, . self support and ruled that few
administrators would be appointed.8 There was

also the fact that the British colonial government

had had a previous experience of using this system

7. For a full discussion on this system see
Frederick Lugard, The Dual Mandate in Tropical
Africa, Frank Cass and Co. Ltd., 1965, also
Political Memoranda 1918, London, C.L. Temple,
Native Races and their Rulers Cape Town 1918,
AWM., Kirk-Greene, The Principles of Native
Administration and their Application, Lagos,
Government Printer 1934, Charlas Orr, The Making
of Northern Nigeria, Macmillan and Co. Ltd. London
1914, and Magery Perham, Native Administration in
Nigeria, London Oxford University Press 1937.

8. Shenton, R.W., "Studies in the Development of
Capitalism in Northern Nigeria," Ph.D. Thesis,
University of Toronto, pp.b1-b2.
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of administration in other colonies. These
included iIre land, India, Egypt and other places.
The British had successfully exploited these
places without putting in so much of men and money,

Apart from this reason there was also the
need to maintain the post conguest peace. Brit%sh
domination in other places had resulted in |
mutinies, mahdist movements and uprisings which
shook the very foundaticn of their control. Such
had happened in the British colonies of India,

S

Egypt and Sierra Leone. It was therefore
because of these reasons that the colonial

- government decided that:

Nothing must be done to undercut

the position of the indigenous ruling
class. Rather if British rule was to
survive, the positions of Sultan,

Emirs and Hakimaji must be maintained.10

The concept of the Native Authority was at the
initial stage used to refer to the recognised‘F
Emirs and their subordinates. These included
the District Heads and the Village Heads. Later
ocn the term came to refer to the bureaucracy

of the native administration. These included
the Emir and his subordinates as well as other

Native Authority Officials. Heussler noted that

the initials (N.A.'@) ¢

9. 1Ibid.
10, Ibid.
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Originally referred to the chiefs
themselves and soon came to mean the
whole machine of local administration -
developed into financial and Jjudicial
bodies...11

In both of its applications the Native Autnorit}es
were not treated as local authorities in current
sense of the word, that is bodies responsible

for providing a defined range of public services
and endowed with legislative and executive powers
as are essential for this purpose but as miniature
states in which all the functions of the state

were exercised subject to the supervision and

control of the superior authority.12

Qur discussion shall focus on the role
played by the District Head of Maska and his

Village Heads as well as the Native sauthority

11. Heussler Robert, The British in Nigeria OUP
London, 1968. The second application o% the

concep£ has also been discussed by A.D. Yahaya,

"The Native Authority System in Northern Nigeria
1950-1970: A Study 1n Political Relations with
Particular Reterence to the Zaria Native Authority,"
Ph,D, Thesis, 1974, Dept. of Government, ABU

Zaria, p.14. See also Kirk-Greene, A.H.M., Th

Principleg of Native Administration in Nigeria:

Selected Documentg 1500-1947, Oxford University
Press, London 1 .

12. Lucy Mair, Representative Local Government, p.1l.

This view has also been expressed by Usman Yusuf
Bala, "History, Tradition and Reaction: The
Perception of Nigerian History in the 19th and 20th
Centuries." April 1977. See also Tibenderana, P.K.
"The Administration of Sokoto, Gwandu and Argungu
Emirates Under British Rule, 1900-1946," Ph,D.
Thesis University of Ibadan 197)4.
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officials at the District level being pért of

the constituted Native Authority based at Kataina.13
We shall specifically see how they_were used by

the colonialists to Marshall labour, colleqt taxes,
control land and promote trade and export crop

production in Maska District.

13. The Native Authority of Katsina was constituted
in 1507 by Resident Palmer in which he created six
departments. These included taxation and general
administration which was headed bg the Waziri, Beit~
al-mal or Native Treasury headed by Mutawali.
gthgﬁs gere Ehecadministgatgondog grigoniiheﬁded
e Magaj roads heade n g%xg
T¥ees and Eusﬁ unge} the %ﬁrkin D g anﬁ schools e
under Alhaji Balarabe. ese departments were
represented at the Districts levels. In Maska
The Sackls Haska who cooupied Che distiiet ofeicer
e S n Maska who occupie e strict o ce.
He also had a personal secretarﬁ who acted as his
scribe or ggggggggggg. He was known as the District
Mall and was responsible for all correspondences
etween the Sarkin Maska and his village heads or
the central a nistration at Katsina. This man in
some instances acteéd for the District Head when
he was not around. There was also an executive
officer Malamin voucher who was in charge of all
monetary transactions between the district and
central administration. He also took charge of the
salaries paid to the District Head, his village
heads and other Native Authority officials of the
District. He was the Wakili of the mutawali and
entered all taxes and monies collected in the
District. There was furthermore a District messenger.
He carried all messages to Katsina. These include
letters, especially urgent ones kar ta kwana and
verbal information to the Emir. There were other
representatives wakilai for trees and bush, prisons
and schools called variously as wg%il%n arkin dawa,
ari and makarantu. Other N.A. clals he
istrict Included the Native Authority police, Yandoka,
the staff of the Native court, the transport
officer, the veterinary officer Malamin Shanu, kings
of markets Sarakunan kasuwanni, tax and co%%on mglfamg.
Earakunan barikoki of Maska, Funtua, Gabas and
watangiri. ere were also the wakilan sarkin Maska
in all the cotton markets. Similarly there was a
Sarkin Fada who was appointed to assist Sarkin Magka
in an official capacity. These Native Authority
Officials assisted the District Head and his village
heads execute colonial policies in relation to the
colonial economy. USee Hull Richard, The Development
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The first step taken by the colonial government

was to turn these local rulers into salaried govern=-
ment officials. This was made possible with the
establishment of a Native Treasury or Beit-el-Mal

at Katsina in 1907 by Resident Palmer. The
District Head of Maska and all his village heads
were by 1917 all put on fixed salaries. The

Sarkin Maska was placed on a salary of £600 per
annum. The village Heads of Bakarri, Batarawa,
Tudun lIya, Duya, Faskari, Machika, Mahuta, MaigamJji,
Zagami and many others were fixed on £2 per month.
Others like that of Yakurutu received more £,
Maska £3, Rafin Iwa £3, Funtua £3; Gwaya, Kaura

Dan Alasan and Kogo village heads all received £3.

Many more received £1,10s; 15s etc.1u

The factor which the colonial government
considered in fixing the salaries of these village

Heads was the proceeds of the tax they collected.

of Administration in Katsina Emirate Nort n N ria
1 - . NNAK KatProf 1/1/4. Also Discussion
© with M. Muhammadu Jumare, Department of

Local Government Studies, (Kongo Eampus A.p.U,,
Zaria on 29/9/92.

1%. Hull, R.W. op.cit, p.254, Also NNAK Katprof
1811. Maska District General Report 1923,
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In fact those found to be improving in their
~collection were promoted through an increase e
in their salaries. Those found to be
depreciating in tax collection had’their
.__salaries reduced. Hence throughout the
pericd of colonial domination of Maska
District the salaries of the village Heads
kept on changing. In 1930, for example, the
Assistant District Officer for Maska
District, C.V. Pegge toured the district
and based on the amount colleéted by the
Village Heads of Kaura Katuka, Madakin
Shehu, Tumburkai, Magajin Bature, Ineono,
Inono Sumaila, Hafin Fa, Galadiman Duya,
Datankari and Danyaya, he recommended that
their salaries be increased to 15 shillings
instead of the 10 shillings they were
collecting. He in the same vein advised
that the salaries of the village heads of
Kaura dan Alasan and Tudun lya be reduced.
That of the former from £3 to £1.10 while the

15

latter from £2 to £1.5, Similarly in

1933 J.R. Comes, the Colonial Officer on
tour of the area proposed to pay some
LA

Village Heads more than what they were

receiving. The village Head of Damari collected

15, NNAK Katprof 1286 Maska District Notes on.
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£120 as Jangali (cattle tax), his salary was,
therefore, increased to £12 per annum. Similarly_
that of Dandume village collected £138 and his
salary was raised to £12. Others who had their
salaries increased as a result of the increase
found in their tax cocllection, were that of
Magaji Wando to £b6 per annum, Mairuwa to £2 per

16

annum and Tumburkai tc £1.5 per annum. The
trend continued right into the 1940's'’ and

even beyond.

The Creation of Maska District

Maska District was created in.fhe course
of the administrative reforms carried ocut by the
Colonial Officials attached to Katsina emirate.
The first step towards the re-organisation was
carried out by Resident Palmer in 1905. He
gave all the BEmir's Principal Chiefs Sarakunan
Sarki the choice of either moving to their

district hegdquarters or forfeiting their titles.

16. Ibid.

17. NNAK Katprof 1 1286, Vol.II Maska District,
Notes on 1936-5.
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All of them chose the former, Galadima Shawail
moved to Malumfashi, Yandaka Zubairu to Kurfi,
Kaura Isyaku to Rimi, Sarkin Sullubawa Shehu
to Kaita, Durbi Muhammadu Dikko to Mani, Dambo
to Ingawa, Yarima Abdu to Safana and lya Zakarl

to Mashi.18

Palmer proceeded to unify the
scattered fiefs into nineteen compact and
c¢ontiguous administrative distriéts. Most of
the districts were called by the names of

their District Heads. He appointed District
Heads for all the districts and made them answerable
to the Emir; The district re-organisation

was geared towards simplifying the emirate ¢ -
administration with less staff, less cost |
and effective tax collection. The purpose

for which this re-organisation was carried ocut
had been best expressed by Mahmud Tukur. He
noted that the British wanted to facilitate

a better control of the rural areas of the
Emirates and simplify administrative supervisionl
of local chiefs. They also wanted one local
chief on whom they could fix responsibility
instead of a multiplicity of chiefs in each

town and district in an emirate. But above

all these, the colonialists wanted to do away

18. Abdullahi Muazu Saulawa, British Colonial
Administrative Policies and Migrations in the
Birnin katsina C,1903-1954. B,A. History Research
paper, 1977. P.35.
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with the large body of Jakadu as agents for

tax collection and to instead employ a smaller
number of people and thusg reduce the amount of

the taxes "embezzled".19 Out of the districts,

a further division was made in which numerous
sub—-distric¢ts were c¢reated, headed by sub~-district

heads.

After the occupation of the emirate, the
Maska area was placed under the new Galadima

District as a sub-district with Sarkin Pagks

Halilu as its sub-district head. The semi-
independent chlefdoms of Kogo, Faskari and

Zagaml were added to it in 1908, In November
1908, Palmer supported a proposal by the Emir |
of Katsina to make Maska a full fledged district.
Writing to the Resident Kano Province, Pglmer
pointed out that the Galadima Digtrict had too
much land which made its assessment difficult.

He added that the district was out of all
proportion to the others, He went on to endorse
. the opinion of the Emir of Katsiﬁa who had
earlier suggested its reduction and proposed Tf

that the sub-district of Maska which was bigger

19. Tukur, M.M. op.cit, p.343.
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than other districts, be made a district.
The Resident further suggested making the
"very influential and good seriki" (sic) a

District Headman.<C

This proposal was not

given prompt attention until 1915 when Galadima
Sallau, the District Head of Galadima District
was found gullty of tax 'embezzlement'!. As a
disciplinary measure, two new districté were
carved out of the district. These were the
Maska and Makama Districts. The Emir of Katsina
Muhammadu Dikko supported the appointment of

Sarkin Magka Shehu as the District Head of Maska

District. He also chose Ramalan as the District
Head of Makama District. In 1925 another new
district was created out of Maska District. This
was the Koge District. It was created as a
result of cases of extortion and emhezzlement
established against Sarkin Maska Shehu and his

sons ~ Galadiman Maska, Durbin Maska and Madawakin
21

Maska. The three sons were removed from office

20. NNAK Katprof. 120 Maska District Heads.

21, NNAK Katprof 1 1811 Maska District General
Report, NNAK Katprof 1 1018 Katsina Division
Annual Report 1923, NNAK Katprof 1 1261 Vol.
Kogo District Notes.



wnile their father was allowed to continue in
of fice but his salary was reduced. Hence Maska
emerged as a District in 1915 and retained

most of the towns that were under it in the
pre-colonial periocd with thg exception of the
towns removed to form the new Kogo District.
These towns included Kogo, Faskari, Zagami and

Machika. % o

Village Re-Organigation in Maska District

The re-organisation that followed colonial
occupation did not only affect the districts but
it also affected the villages. This village
re-organisation was carried out for the same
reason as that of the district level. The
British colonial govermment wanted to have
village heads on whom they could fix responsi=-
bility for the execution of colonial policies
at the grass root level. This was especially
in connection with the maintenance of law and
order, taxation, land administration, labour
and colonial trade. The exercise saw the amal- o

gamation of smaller villages into larger ones

22. NNAK KatProf 1811 - Maska Distriect
General Report.
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t
or the reduction of sub-division of large
villages into two or more new ones. The
exercise was carried out in all the districts
of Katsina Bnirate.?> In Maska District, this
village re-organisation was started in 1915
shortly after its creation. It was then
constituted into eighteen village groups qonsi-
sting of numerous village units with an average
area of b5 square miles.zu | |

LY

TABLE 2:1

VILLAGE RE-ORGANLSATION IN MASKA
DISTRICT C.1915

Village Village Area in Popula- Salary

Groups Units Square tion
Miles
Bakarri Bakarri £2
Sarkin Filani 91 3238 £1
Batarawa Batarawa 10 1228 £2
Tudun Iya Tudun lya 10 1082 £2
Duya Duya 39 2611 £2
Faskari Faskari 92 22489 £2
Funtua Dodo - ' £3
Dukke N &2
Yalwa o " £2

g

23. For an account of a similar re-organisation
carried out in the neighbouring Makema District
see lngawa, T.B., op.cit. pp.53-61.
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Village Village Area in Popula- Salary
Groups Units Square tion _
Mileg
Sarkin Zango L5 6208 £1
Gwaya Dangaladima £y
Galadima 21 2375 151~
Kaura Df Durbi £3
Alasan Kaura Katuka £1
Tumburkai 30 2168 £1
Kogo Kogo £3
wakataba 198 L7L0 &1
Kwatangiri  Kwatangiri 5 324 £1
Machika Machika 174 1876 £2
Magaji Wando Magaji Wando 29 2306 £2.10
Mahuta Mahuta . £2
Marinai 21 2944 £1
MaigamJi Mai gamji 10 S72 £2
Maska Magajin Gari ' £3
Magajin Kasuwa - £1
Nassaraswa . £10
Lasanawa 17 11538 15/~
Rafin Iwa Ratin lwa 111 3526 L3 B
Yakurutu Galadima £l
Dandumi -
Yakurutu £1
Dantankari 15/~
Kadawa . £1.15/-
Dan Mahayi 92 5640 £1.5/-
Zagami Nakwiallo ' £2
Kwol 169 368 15/~

Source: Compiled from NaK Katprof 1 1811,
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The table above shows the number of village
groups and village units from 1915 to 1523. With
time many more changes were made as a result of
the growing number of people in some towns. Thig
. was, for example, the case with Funtua. It started
as an ingignificant town in 1900 but due to the
establishment of a ginnery and the censtruction
of a rallway, it attracted more peOple.25 This
led to the creationlof more village units here in-
1930's. Thege included Samagl, Zamfarawa, and
Gwamruwa., Another reason that led to more alte-
rations in the village re-organisation was
embezzlement of taxes. This was the case in 1923.
The District Officer who toured the district and
carried out the investigation suggested that the
village groups of Faskari, Bakarl, Kogo, Machiké,
Rafin Iwa, Yakurutu and Zagami be reduced as they

were teo large to be administered successfully.

2y, The breagkdown of these villages, their village

Units, area in square.miles, population figures
%nglthg salary earned by each could be seen in
a e el -

2. For a discussion of the way Funtua grew and
develoged as a colonial urban centre, see Abdullahi
Idris Mahuta, op.cit. See also Olofson, H.A.
op.cit. :

i
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He observed that others like Duya, Gwaya, Kaura ;G?f
Dan Alasan, Kwatangiri, Magaji wando, Mahuta,
Maigam;ji etc could stay as they were.26 In 1925
Faskari, KogosMachika and Zagami were . eXxcised
to form the new Kogo District., By 1929 Maska  3£ .
District had 32 village units., These included
Batarawa, Tudun Iya, Magaji Wande, Magajin Gari,
Nasarawa, lLasanawa, Rafin Iwa, Duya, lnono,
Rafin Fa, Maigamji, Mahuta, Marinai, Bakari,
Sarkin Filani, Dandume, Yakurutu, ﬁantankari,
Kadawa, Dan Mayaki, Tumburkai, Kaura Alasaﬂ,
Kauran Katuka, Dangaladima Gwaya, Harande, .
Kwatangiri, Galadiman Gwaya, Funtua, Dukke, Yelwsa, |
Sarkin Zango and Maska.27 |

_In the 1940’s another village re~organisation

was carried out which saw the reduction of the
32 village units to 19. This was as a result of i
a scheme of amalgamation which tock into cognisancé'
traditional and geographical affinities. One
direct impact of this re-organisation was that
it made tax collection more efficient., The table

below shows the village units and their hamlets

26, DNNAK Katprof 1 1811 Maska District General
) Report. o -

27. NNAK Katprof 1 1286 Maska District.
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in the 1940's, It also shows the tax collected

for each village unit as well as its hamlet.

TABLE 2:2

VILLAGE RE-ORGANISATION 194C's

Village Units/Hamlets Tax 1940
1. Funtua o £626.19.0
2. Bakari o £296.12.0

Sarkin Filani  £123.L.0

3, Mairuwa _ o £3192.16.0
. Dukke . : . £307.16.0
5. Makera o ' £232.9.0
}Yeiwa £1456.8.0
6. Batarawa | £173.8.0
| | Tudun Iya £116.8,0
7. Maigamji : £220.12.0
Zamfarawa £36.8.0
Gwauruwa ' £6.8.0
Samagl £8.0.0
8. Gwaya | | £280.18.0

Galadiman Gwaya £42.8.0

Harande . £72.8.0
9. Magaji wWando : £161.8.0
Albasu  £71.12.0
10. Maska £269.6.0‘
Nasarawa ) £40.16.0 o

Lasanawa £36,0.,0
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Yillage Units/Hamletg  Tax_ 1940
11; Rafin Iwa _ - ; . £235.1.0
Marmara ‘ £104.8.0
12. Tumburkai . £86.8.0
K. Danhalsan £80.1.0
K. Katuka £668.16.0
13. Duya - o £150.4.0
4. Dandume  £408.13.0
15. Dokar Ashafa | £180.16,0
16. Damari L £122,0.0
17. Yakurutu |  £113.4.0
18, - Danmayaki (Part) £104.16.,0
Dantankari £74..8.0
Kadawa ' £74..8.0
DanMayaki {(Part) _ £72.17.0
19. Mahuta | £263.16.0
Rariwai o £106,16.0

Source: Compiled from NNaK Katprof/1 1286
Vol.ll, :
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The amount collected from.each of these
units would at least support the view that the
colonial government realised a lot of revenue from
its village reorganisation in Maska District
carried over the years. It should however, be
noted that in most of the changes, the Districts
or villages affected had registered their
disapproval with the colonial government., In
fact a good number of people were said to have
migrated from their areas to other places as they

t.23 _ _

were not in support of i \ )

The Establishment of Native Courtg, Police and
Prisons.

These were other iﬂstitutions introduced by
the colonial government as instruments for the
exploitation of the human and natural resources
0f the emirates in Northern Nigeria. As Ckonjo has
shown, the re-organisation of the Jjudicial system
and the establishment of police and priséns in the

emirates was aimed at supporting to the utmost the

28. AM.M. 2/12/9%When Fawwa District

was created in 1908 and made part of Katsina emirate,
many pectple were said to have migrated into. Sokoto
as they were before under it. See lngawa, T.B.

op.cit, pp.L7-48.
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authority ot the local rulers. The colonial
government wanted thg masses to see that they
were effective rulers behind whom the whole

authority of the colonial state firmly hanged.zg

With the occupation of Katsina Emirate, the
colonialists separated the judiciary from the
executive arms ot the government. This .was for
the purpose of ensuring etficient services by the
two arms. 1n 1900 the colonial government enacted
the Native Court proclamation which empowered
the Resident to give warrant to native courts.
This was followed by the Native courts ordinance
of 1914. The two ordinances allowed for the
establishment of native courts to be headed by
African Jjudges alkalai, independent ot the Emir

or District Head.

A native court was established in Maska sub-
district in 1910. This was a Group B Native
court which had Jurisdiction in civil actions in
which the debt or demand did not exceed fifty pounds

and in criminal cases where the offence was punishable

29. Qkon?o I.M,, &British Administration in

Mmﬁ_ﬁgum_q_mmﬁu_%- NOK
Publishers Ltd. New York 1974, p.45.
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by not more than two years imprisonment, twenty
four lashes or a fine of fifty pounds or the
equivalent in native law and custom. The court
consisted of an Alkali, Mufti and a Wazirin Alkali.
The Mufti assisted the Alkali in Judicial matters.
He also brought to the District Officer and

Chief Alkali at Katsina a monthly report of all
cases tried by the court. Some of these cases
were reviewed by the District officer, The
District Officer could revise the sentence or
Jjudgement, order a rehearing or if desirable
re~try the case in his own court. He was also

1o ensure that the sentence or Jjudgement passed

was that of the court itself, uninfluenced by the
¢clerk or by tribal partisanship. After the

establishment of the court in Maska District,

Mallam Umaru acted as its Mufti. He was later
appointed fhe Alkalilwhen Alkali Sambo was dismissed
from office, Mallam Dikko was then appointed |
as the second Mufti, Just like the first Mufti

who came from kano, Dikko was alsc not an indigenéq
of Maska area. He came from Zaria and worked as

the Mufti for sixteen years on a salary of £3

per annum, The Wazirin aAlkali collected all fines
and fees. He forwarded them to the District iead,
Sarkin Maska, who in turn paid this money into the

Native Treasury at Katsina each month. Mallam Usman
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‘seemed to have been the first Wazirin Alkali.
He also acted as the court usher for 12 years
on a salary of £1.5 per month. He died in 1929
and Mallam Isau was appointed to replace him.
He was dismissed from office in 1936 and the

30

post of Wazirin Alkali was abolished in the court.

As regards to the type of law being édmini-
stered in this court, the colonial records have
shown that it was the native law. But this was
only when it was not repugnant to natural
justice and humanity or .incompatiﬁle with any
local ordinance, especially in matters reléting
to land, marriage and inheritance. Lugard

noted that in.the emirates of Nigeria

British Courts recognise the Koranic

law in dealinﬁ with natives,_ and it
constitutes the fundamental law of
the native courts...

It should be noted, however, .that the law
administered was not really the gharia as was

the case in the pre-colonial pericd. The court

30. NNAK Katprof 1/1/L Maska District,
Notebook.

31. Frederick Lugard, The Dual Mandate,
op.cit, pp.536-537.
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adjudicated over laws set up by the colonial
state. The hudud punishments which were
administered in Maska area included mutilation
of limbs as a punishment of theft, blood money

in lieu of homicide (diya), retaliation for
personal injury, stoning to death for adulterous
men and compensation for the life of a slave.32

In place of all these punishments which were

in accordance with Islamic jurisprudence, the
colonialists made imprisonment or capital
punishment to replace mutilation of limbs, diya,
retaliation and all the other offences.>> All
these Jjudicial changes amounted to the erosion
of the gharia law as it was known in Maska area

prior to the imposition of colonial domination,

The court was further more used to entrench
colonial ordinances in relation to the operation
of the colonial economy. Such ordinances
included the Native Revenue Ordinance of 190l,
the Agricultural Ordinance of 1926, the Force
labour Ordinance of 1933, the Native Authority

Ordinance of 1933, the Marketing and Export

32. D. Kingdom (ed), The Laws of Nigeria Government
Printers Lagos, 1923, p.439.

33. E.A. Speed (ed), Laws of the Protectorate of
Northern Nigeria,Stevens and Sons Ltd. London 1910,
P.599, See also NNAK Katprof 1 1243 - Katsina
Division annual Report 1917.




regulaticn of 1937, the Direct Taxation
Ordinance of 1940 etc, Some of these Ordinances -
were enacted teo prohiblt the i1ndigenous craltsg-
men and manuracturgrs using local raw materials
in their production. Others gave rights to

the colonial government te use forced labour,
entorce rules and orders or collect taxes. These
ordinances were executed by the Sarkin Magka B
and his village heads. People found to have

broken any of these laws were brought before

the Native court and were accordingly punished.

The Grade B Native Court established in
Maska District served the purpose for which it
was created. This 1s because it setiled almogt

all the cases brought to it which related tc the
domestic relations of the people of the District.

This court did more than what the Provincial Court
was doing in settling questions. In 1913, for
example this court was settling about 300 cases
on a quarterly basis.3u By 1917 the court was

hearing 1,036 cases and by 1918 the number had

34. NNAK Katprof 1 4216 Quarterly Reports 1913.
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35 The

increased to 1,500 on a quaterly basis.
number kept on rising over the years, The

cases handled by the court in Maska District were
both criminal and civil cases. The criminal
cases included rape, stealing, malicious injury
to property, other offences against the Native
Authority Ordinance, offences against the

Native law and customs, attempted murder etc.

The civil cases were mainly matrimonial. There
were however, othérs on land, administration of
estates, debts and other contracts, trespass,
assault and other wrongs, liberation from

slavery and other cases. With the growth of
Puntua town and the increasing number of

offences being committed a new court was establi-
shed in 1921 at Puntua.36 This was to complement
the Native Court which was located in Maska Town,
In 1926, Funtua became the headquarters of the
district pnd the court was enlarged to give room

for litigants to sit.37

35. NNAK Katprof 1 1243, Katsina Division Annual
Report 1917, NNAK Katprof 1 1244 Katsina Division
Annual Report 1918,

36. The increase in the number of crimes in the
District was due to the hardships caused by the
colonial economic policies especially taxation.

37. NNAK Katprof 1/1/4 Maska District Note book.
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The court, furthermore, contributed immensely

in generating revenue for the colonial -government
and Native Administration. Thege monies were
realised from the fines and fees paid by offenders
everyday, The sum of £2 was for example charged
as fine if a man called another a bastard., This
was equivalent to 50 lashes (64 a lash), aimilarly
adultery was punishable by 100 lashes or in lieu,
the payment 6f £2,10.,0. If a person contravened
the Porestry Ordinance in cutting down certain.
fertile trees or the wild animals Breservation'f
Ordinance he was subjected to a punishment of

up to 20 lashes which might be redeemed by a

38

monetary payment. It was from fees and fines

of these nature that the revenue was generated,

It should, however, be noted that the
court provided an opportunity to the Sarkin
Maska and the alkali to extort money from
litigants. This was for example the case in

1927. Alkelin Maska District, Mallam Sambo was

in the meeting of the judicial council found
guilty of converting to his own use, monies
belonging to litigents. He also owed varying
sums of money to over twenty people in Funtua}

 and Maska. The Alkali was asked to pay over the

38. NNAK Katprof 1 1243 Katsina Division
Annual Report 1917.
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sums owing to litigants and to clear himself

of debt, He was then dismissed from office.39

The Native court was also used to victimise,
hafasa or arrest political opponents. This was
especially true with the members of the Northern
Elements Progressive Union (N.E.P.U.). They
were mostly arbitrarily arrested and taken to-;’
court without committing any offence. Some
prominent N,E.,P.U. members who were interviewed
narrated their ordeals in the hands of these
Alkaliai. These included Muhammadu Ibrahim
Maigam]i, Dauda Nagaje Unguwar Wanzamai,
Abdullahi Adamu (Mijinyawa), Alhaji Muazu
Yartabki, Alhaji Mijinyawa Dankeoli, Muhammadu
Wanka, Yusufu XKwakwaren Na Badan, Alhaji Zinaida
Dandume and numerous others. MNany more were
beaten or had their wives geparated from them or

even killed.4o It seems also that Sarkin Maska

had the final say in all the casesg tried by the

Alkali. Thia was despite the fact that the,

A

executive and the judiciary were supposed to have

39. NNAK Katprof 1 1747 Alkalin Maska Complaint
Against 1927; NNAK Xatprof 1/1/4 Waska District
Note book.

40. The interviews were in their order carried
out on 26/2/92, 5/6/92, 6/6/92, 7/6/92, 9/6/92,
15/6/92, 19 /6/92.
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been separated by the colonial government.. Eédh
case tried by the Alkali had to be taken to the
District Head for consideration. It was in this
process that many of the friends and relatives
of the Sarki found guilty were set free. He

also used the forum to punish his opponents.41

‘There was for instance a case in 1328 when
some people in a motor lorry passed by the Sarkin
Maska's house which was close to the road. The
people were alleged to have waved their hands in
the direction of the house., The District Heed
took them before the native court where they were
given 12 lashes each. They were not even allowed

to tell their own aside of the story.42

Another
man was riding a bicycle in Funtua market when

Sarkin Maska came in his direction. The man

dismounted and saluted him, Yet on the same
evening he was hurriedly summoned by Yaheya %0 |

gppear before the District Head. On arrival the

41, In 1923 for example, the A.D.0. attached

to the District reported that "Sarkin Maska has
been in the habit of interfering with the work

of the native court. It was obvious from several
cases brought to me that he had sent people to
the alksli who was told to inflict a certain
punishment and the alkali was unable to deny this,..
He seems to realise his authority but is not
always willing or able to throw off the influence
of Sarkin Maska," NNAK Katprof 1 1811 Masks
Digtrict General Report.

42, NNAK Katprot 1 1823 Maska District Head
complaint agasinst 1928-40.
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Sarki asked him why he did -not salute him,
Before he replied the boys of the Digtrict Head
by name Adema, Zagi, Yahaya and ancther set upon
him and thumped him, He was then sent to the
Alkali who ordered he should be put in the
lock~up for the night.43 Yet another person

by neme Maigwari Funtua was arrested by a dogari

and taken in front of Sarkin Maska. He was

asked about the petrol which a certain thief
had given him. Maigwari said he was not given
any petrol and said that he could swear. The

o

Sarkin Maska said that he should not be given

the koran but should be given lashes, He was
accordingly given 87 lashes with a bulala.44
These three examples would at leest show the
fallacy.of the cléims made by the colonialists
to check the exercise of arbitrary powers by

native chiefs without the authority and

safeguards provided by the courts of law.45
43, 1Ibid,
44, Tbid.

——

45. PF. Lugard - The Dual Mandate, op.cit.
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Apart from the Native Court there was also
the Native Authority Police, Yandoka, who were
also used to help maintain law and order and
boost the image of the District Head. They
were also to ensure a peaceful atmosphere for the
conduct of colonial commerce. After Maska area

had been occupied the Sarkin Maska and-his

village heads were ordered to submit all weapons
in their possession. The colonial government

then turned the body guards of Sarkin Maska

into its service. These body guards Dogarai

were used to maintain law and order in the first
and half decade of colonial domination. They
were later converted into the Native Authority
Police in the 1920*'s, Even then not all of them
were employed by the colonial government. This
was because it was not ready to spend much on
their salaries. Even those that were recruited
were mostly kept at the emirate headquarters and
very few were sent to the districts. By 1930,
for example, there were only four Native Authority
Police in Maska District, These included Forachi
on a salary of £1.13.4, Danjuma on £2,0.0,

Shawai on £1.0.0 and Barau on £1.10,0.%® The

number rose to seven in 1947. Five of them were

46, NNAK Katprof 1/1/4, Maska District Notes
book.
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paid while two of them were unpaid, Those paid
included Forochi who had as his salary £3.0.4
per month, Buzu £2, Daka £1.10, Barau £1.10,
Danjuma £2.10.,0. Namaska and Alu Na Isah were
not paid.47 These Yandoka were used by the
colonial government to deal with people it found

to be a threat or an obstacle to the operation

of the cclonial economy.

A good example in which the Native Authority
Police of Maska District were used to quell out
the peoples protest was in 1947. 1In this year the
" colonial government decided to build a new market
for the people at Dandume. This was a cotton
market and was located at a new site which was
almost two miles from the town. The people, .
however, according to custom prefered the old

gite while the Sarkin Maskse favoured the new

one as proposed by the District Officer. When
the people insisted on using their o0ld market,

the Sarkin Maskse was said to have loaded three

lorries, one full of armed police the other two .
with labourers carrying sticks in their hands.

| The District Head himself was alleged to be seen
with a gun in his hand. The people at Dandume
were however ready for them. They succeeded in

dispersing the armed police and the labourers,

47. Ibid. : | .
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As a result of this skirmish eight of the ring
leaders were tried in the native court at Puntua.
Sambo Barkan who was said to be the overall
leader was sentenced to nine months imprisonment

at the Emnir's court in Katsina.48

The colonial government also established
prisons kurkuku side by side with the native
courts and the Native police in Maska Disfrict.
The prison was referred to as a lock-up cell

gidan wakafi. The District Head was given the

authority to keep offenders in the lock up for a
maximum period of seven days. After this period
had lapsed, the offenders could be tried by the
Alkali court, If found guilty, they were given
a prison sentence which they served at the main

prison gidan yari of the Emirate, In such a

case the Sarkin Maska had the responsibility of

their transportation as well as the escorts to
accompany them, In other instances the Sarki
could have the offenders caned, up t0 a maximum

49 This lock-up

of twenty stirokes of the cane.
was first located in the town of Maska but lgter
g, new one was constructed in Funtua for the use

of the distriet.

48. NNAK Katprof 1 1286 Vol.II Maska District:
Disturbance at Dandume 1936-1954. Also interview
with Wawu Barken Dandume 1/6/92,

49. Interview with Maiunguwa Ibrahim Umaru
layin Gangariya, 19/9/92.
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The Native courts, police and prisons were
therefore used to support the British venture
of acquiring raw materials and markets in a
conducive atmosphere from Maska District, The
three also were used to bolster the image and

strengthen the position of Sarkin Maska, his

village Heads and other Native Authority officials
as they execute colonial policies and directives.
These policies were related to the operation of
the colonial economy and included labour
mobilisation, tax collection, land control and

agricultural production.

We shall in the subsequent chapters examine
how each of these roles was carried out by the
Native Authorities in Maska District as well as

the impact it had on the people of the. area.

Conclusion

We have in this chapter shown that Maska
area came under British control with the éccupation
of Xatsina Emirate. Our discussion has also
touched on the transformation of the emirate
aristocracy in the area inte the Native Authority
system so as to play some roles, in the colonial
economy. These changes also affected the

Districts and villages and were made for admini-



89

strative convenience. We have shown that it

was in the process of the total re-organisation

of the whole Emirate that Maska District was
created. WQ'have also discussed the establishmenf
of some structures and institutions of control,
coercion and domination such as fthe courts, -
police and prigons aimed at facilitating the
exploitation of human and natural resources in

Maska Digtrict during the period of our study.
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CHAPTER THREE

PROVISION OF LABOUR FOR COLONIAL
INFRASTRUC TURE

Introduction

Our aim in this chapter is to.examine the
role that was played by the Native Authorities
in the provision of celonial infrastructure.
This was crucial to the operation of the
colonial economy. . The raw materials that were
produced from Maska Distriet and other areas
were easlly evacuated to the coast through the
roads and railways that were constructed with
the use of forced labour. As we shall gee labour
was recruited by the District Head of Maska
through the uge of his village heads. Apart
from the construction of roads and railways
we are also going to look at the use of forcéé
.labour to build regt houses, clear river banks,
build market stalls, plant trees, tin mining
and many more projects. We shall in each case
try to show the conditions under which these
labourers worked. We shall also discuss how‘
the District Head and his village heads benefitted.
from this role of mobilising labour. We shall

round up the discussion with an examination of
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the impact of colonial labour policy on the
people of Maska District.

Poliéx on Labéur

Lugard had in his political memoranda
Justified the use of compulsory or forced
labour for works of public nature by the
colonial government. Such works Include that
of construetion of roads and railways.1 His
reasons for such were that this type of labour
was used in the pre-colonial period in building
town walls, repair of roads or people were
called upon to fight wars.2 Another reasocn
given by Lugard was that the authority of the
local rulers would be re-inforced as they
engaged in its recruitment. He argued that to
deprive the head chiefs of the power to summon
their people to work would tend to decrease
their authority.3 Lugard was however of the
opinion that forced labour whenever used should
be renumerated. He spelt out the colonial .

policy on labour thus:

1.h Lugard, F.D., The Dual Mandate, op.cit.
p.410.

2. Lugard, F.D., Political Memoranda. op.cit,
pp.242-243.

3., 1Ibid.
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Natives may be required to perform
certain paid labour for Government...
(viz) works of a public nature,
subject to the express provision

that no native shall be required to
perform such work for more than sixty
days in any one Xear and that an{
native who is fully employed during the
preceding twelve months for a period

of three months shall be exempted from
such labour.

It would seem, however, that most of the

forced labour used in Maska District and the *
whole of Northern Nigerla was not renumerated.'
In most cases the money ended up not getting

into the hands of the labouxjers.5 This situation
continued up to 1918 when the colonial government
attempted to stop the use of forced labour
without pay. Eveq the Forced Labour Crdinance of
1933 No.226 could not stop the practice of making

the people to work without any pay.

4. Lugard, F.D. The Dual Mandate; op.cit. pp.392-393.

5. Hull, R.W., Interview with Adamu Abdullahi
Mijinyawa 6/6/92, Henceforth A.A.M,

6. The forced labour ordinance of 1933 No.22
provided that labour could be exacted for minor
communal services., These included the maintenance
and clearing of the roads and paths, repair of

town or village fences, digging and construction

0f wells and the clearing of cpen spaces and
playgrounds. While after this ordinance, there

was a decrease in the rate at which the colonial
government demanded forced labour, the Maska
District Head and his village heads continued to
employ forced labour for their own use under the
guise of this ordinance. This situation was only
checked in the 1950's with the emergence of Northern
Elements Progressive Union (N.E.P.U.) whose members
opposed the use of forced labour by the local rulers.
Usman dan Takwa, Alhaji Bauchi and Samban Barkan '
even went to the extent of going to the farms of
these local rulers and setting all labourers free
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Another major step taken by the colonial
government to ensure that cheap labour was made
available for the execution of colonial projects
was its abolition of slavery and slave trade in
1901. The proclamation made all transactions in
slaves a penal offence. Such slaves were provided
avenues by which they could obtain their freedom
and then be used as forced labourers in colonial
projects.7 As we shall see from the example of
| Maska District also the claim that the use of

forced labour was foreign to British colonialism
as distinct from French colonialism was a farce.
The British colonial government employed forced

labour which was used in colonial projects.

It is also essential for us to point out that
contrary to the views held by theorists of
indirect rule and the vent for surplus model,
the provision of colonial infrastructurd was not

meant to develop the ceolonies. It was rather to

by asking them to leave the work.  Interview with
Shehﬁ Karfin Gada Nararrebar Maska 27/12/92, Hencéefortt
S.K. - .

7. The Ceclonial government was oppesed to slave
holding as it blocked the wa¥ for Et to obtain
cheap labeour. Lugard noted that the local rulers
"would by and see the advantage of paid free

labou which ¥h British}) considered more
profigéble and?be%ter tﬁan slave labour." Lugard,

F.D., Protectorate of Northern Nigeria 1?06-1%3}
Annual Heports, publishe y B.P, Micro m oy
London 197L. .

B, This view has been expressed in Michael Crowder,
West Africa Under Colonial Rule, London 1968, p.208.
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connect various centres of production in Maska
District in particular and the celony in general
to major communication lines.9 It was also meant
to quell riots and generally facilitate admini-

strative control,

Recruitment and Organigation of Labour for'Colonial
Eroﬁec.g and Mining ComganIes

The recruitment and organisation of forced
labour for uée in colonial projects in Maska
District followed the usual channel of the
*indirect rule system", The Emir of Katsina
was the first person contacted, being the overall
head of the Native Authority. He in turn
directed the Maska District Head as well as
others to provide the required number of people
from their districts. The Sarkin Maska passed
the information to his village heads and instructed
them to provide the labourers. The village |

heads then went on to select able bodied men to

9., For the views of the vent for surplus model
theorists concerning colonial infrastructure, see
Jan Hogendorn, Nigerian Groundnut Exports Origins
- and Early Development. Ahmadu Bello University
Presgs, Zaria 1978, G.K. Helleiner, Peasant

Agricul ture, Government and Economic Growth in
Ni eria, Richard D. Irwin Inc. Homewood lllincis

7 » Alan Mcphee, The Economic Revolutionoin West

Africa, London, 1926.
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10 This was the

work at the construction sites.
method used in the recruitment for work in the

tin mines.

In other instances the‘mobilisation was
based on territorial units or districts. This
was used in the case of road and railway
construction., Whenever the road or rail head
got to the territory of the district, the
District Head was expected to supply the men
that were going to work. This method as we shall
see, was used to obtain labourers who bullt some
of the major roads and the Zaria-Gusau railwé;
line in Maska District. In still other instances
the District Head of Maska District was instructed
to supply men who would be engaged in the
construction of rest houses, native courts, lock-
up cells or the building of the structures that
were used by the merchant firms who operated
in the district. in all cases the village Heads
in Maska District were the people who did the
actual recruitment. The District Head was also
expected to provide one or more representative
of his who would take care of the general conduct

of the work. Such a representative was also to

10. Interview with Garba MagaJjin MaiGamji,
19/9/92. Henceforth G.M.M.
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check desertion. So many examples abound of
some ¢of thege projects that were carried out in

Maska District with the use of forced labour.

As early as 1913 a traders rest house ‘was
built at Funtua. Similar rest houses were built

" There was

at Dandume, Maska and Kwatangiri.
also the Emir;s rest house that was built at
Funtua in 1927. A lock up cell and a native
court were further built in Funtua in 1926.72 In
1927 the Sarkin Maska was asked to construct
three rest houses for the use of European staff
working on the Zaria-Gusan railway line. This
he did through the use of forced labour.13 It
was also by the use of forced labour that the
District Head was able to bulild a mud house, a
large corrugated iron house for the accommedation
of EBuropean staff and a pit for the erection of

a Ginnery Press.14 These were all for the use of

the staticn of the British cotton Growing Association

(B.C.G.A.). As we have indicated earlier on, most

11. NNAK Katprof 1/1/h, Maska District Note boopk.
12, Ibid.
13. NNAK Katprof 1286 Maska District Notes on.

1. NMAK Katprof 78 British Cotton Growing
Association Ginnery at Funtua.
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of the labourers that were engaged in these
constructions were not paid anything. In the
few cases in which the colonial government
paid the money, the Sarkin Maska or his village
15

heads retained it for their own use.

A good example in which the labourers
recruited from the District were used was in the
construction of a house for the Assistant District
ODfficer in charge of Zaria-Gusau railway. The
cost involved in building the house was £80.
Sarkin Maska was asked to supply the labourers.
He in turn directed ten of his village heads to
supply the men from their villages. The details
of the villages where the labour was recruited,
the number recruited and the amount paid by the
colonial government coculd be seen in thg table

below.

15. Ingawa Tukur Bello, op.cit, p.192.
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TABLE

FORCED LABOUR FOR HOUSE CONSTRUCTION

Village Number of People Amount to be
Recruited Paid

Dandume 20 L7
Mahuta 20 £7
Funtua 20 £7
Goya 15 £5.5
Batarawa 10 £3.10
Dan Alasan -10 £3.10
MagaJji Wando 10 £3.10
Duya 10 £3.10
Rafin Iwa 10 £3.10
Yalwa 7 £2.9
Maigamji 7 £2.9
Tudun Iya 5 £1.15
Kwatangiri 2 £0.14.0
Drummers 3 £1.1
Headman 1 £0.7.0
Total 150, -£22.10.0

Source: SNP 17 K.1018 Vol.1 Zaria-Gusau-Kaura
Namoda Railway 1925.
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The remaining amount out of the total
allocated for the project was used in paying

puilders and L50 rafters obtained from pukke

and Dandumé.

The total amount was given to the Sarkin. ,
Magka t© distribute to the 1abourers, the builders
and to pay for the rafters acguired. It is
doubtful if this mon€y had actually got to these
people. This is in view of the general tendency
on the part of the Distrlct Head and his village
heads to either sit on sucn money OT otherwise
refuse to pay the lapourers in proportion to the
amount allocated for the work doné. An jntormant
who participated in this work said not even 2a

single Kowo was given to them.16 In relation to

this Crocker has observed that:

The pistrict Head 1 forces' the labour,
every household has a quota... At the
end of a jobe.s The normal Hausa

] abourers B89 away without a pennys
Virtually no labourer has any real idea
of what was due to him at the end of
the month.17

i—

16. Interview with Sule Bage Gangaren Ammani,
ﬂ9/9/92, Henceforth 5.B.G.

17 . Crocker, W.R., "Touring Diaries, 4932" ,
RHMSS Afr. 1073 .
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Another area in which Sarkin Maska supplied

e '1abourers for the execution of colonial projects

 ig_was in the clearing of river banks Saran sotal/rafi.

This was to serve as a preventive measure agalnst

the spread of sleeping sickness being caused by

‘tsetse flies kudan tsando and malaria fever
- caused by mosquitoes. The village heads of Bele,

Gwalgwaye, Barebari, Ruwan Godiya and Mununu were

- dnstructed to provide men that would clear the

.~ trees and bush around Gwalgwaye river.

18 similarly

“the village heads of unguwar Na Bukka, Belengada

and Fﬁntua supplied the men that cleared river

- Magajin Dutsen Reme.19 Many more river banks

were cleared in thié way throughgut the District
during the period of colonial domination, People

were also recruited to eradicate a certain type

. of weed Known as kashin vawo. ‘The table below

© . glves the number of people employed in such work

from Maska District. It also shows the village
from where they were drawn as well as the days

"they worked in August, September and Octeober 1937.

18.  G.M.M. 19/9/92.

"19. Interview with Ibrahim Funtua Gangaren
Ammani 20/9/92, Henceforth L.F.G.
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TABLE 3:2

DETAILS OF FORCED LABOUR FOR CLEARING KASHIN
YAWO IN 1937 FROM MASKA DISTRIGCT

Month Village No. of Men Days Werked From To
Employed

August Funtua 50 7 9-16/8/37

1937
Makera 20 7 11-18/8/37
Tudun Iya ~ 30 L 15-19/8/37
Yalwa 10 5 12-17/8/37
Dandume 52 7 15-22/8/37
Mahuta 30 5 18-23/8/37

September Funtua 70 7 7-13/9/37
Mahuta 25 i 7-11/9/37

October Funtua 70 s 8-13/10/37
Marinai 22 2 10-12/10/37
Maska 50 S - 9-14/10/37
Mahuta 34 3 11-14/10/37
Maigamji 18 2 8-10/10/37
Gwaya . 35 3 8-11/10/37
Batarawa 2l 2 10-12/10/37
Magaji Wando 4O 3 13-16/10/37
Dandume 50 L 12-16/10/37
Mairuwa 32 3 9-12/10/37
Dukke 22 2 11-13/10/37

Source: KATProf 180A.
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It would seem that forced labour was used
mostly in the clearing of river banks in.Maska
District from 1937 up to about 1950. As we have
sald earlier river banks were cleared to check
the spread of tsetse flies and mosquitoes whose
bites were considered hazardous for the colonial
officials. The forced labour ordinance No.22 of
1933 and No.23 of 1935 allowed forced labour to be
" used in dealiné with sources of sleeping sickness

and eradication of kashin yawo. It would also b

seem that there was no district in the whole of
Katgina Emirate where s0 much labour was recruited
for the clearing of river banks as in Maska
District. This fact could belsupported from the
schedule of forced labour from November 1940 to
June 1941 for the clearing of river banks in some

neighbouring districts of the District.



TABLE

SCHEDULE QF FORCED LABOUR FOR TSETSE CLEARING
FOR RETURN YEAR NOVEMBER 1QEO - JUNE 1941 -

103 .

‘June

DISTRICT Nov. Dec. Jan, Feb. Mar. April  May Total
Maska - 235 1,935 3,729 2,168 1,918 = 643 - 10,628
Danja 145 16 318 - - 188 - - 781
Galadima 255 325 433 492 1,067 - - 62 2,63l
Kankara 225 1,078 855 180 122 - - - 2,460
Kogo 59 72 643 82y 1,073 - 506 - 3,177
Musawa - 1,120 11,390 1,380 421 - - -~ __L,311_
Total - - - - - - - - 23,991

Source: Katprof 180 A.
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The reason for the recruitment of such

labour in the case of Maska District was mainly
due to the many rivers and streams it had.
The names of some of these rivers are given in
the table below as well as the number of people.
employed to clear them in October 1937. Similar
labour was drawn from all the villages in Maska
District in September and December 1939, January,
and February 1940, January, February, April and
May 1944, February, April, May, July, November -
and December 1942, January-June 194}y etc. As

with all conscriptions, the Sarkin-Maska gave

the break down of people to be drawn from each ¢
village by the village head. See appendix 1
for the details of labour used in c¢learing

river ‘'banks,
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TABLE 3:}

DETAILS OF FORCED LABOUR FOR CLEARING OF
RIVER BANKS IN MASKA DISTRICT OCTOBER 1937

Village River Cleared No. of Days From To

mer worked
Fmploved
Bakari Tafoki 50 n
M. Ladan Magoji 32 Iy
Doma Fetsa and Doma 31 L
S.Filani Tafoki and Maikori 34 3
Mairuwa Bela R. Dauda g5 6
" R. Dunya - - !

B. Nasarawa 20 7

Mai Kalage

Dankwazazzabo
Maska R. Alkama - 13 7
Nasarawa Gunyalbi 6 5
Lasanawa " 6 S
Mahuta Babban Rafi 29 5
K. Danalasan Maikururuda Kilore 13 L
Tumburkai Kilore 12 I
K. Katuksa Marmara &

Kwazazzaba 19 5
Rafin Iwa R. Daudu 141 Iy
Dantankari  Damari 19 5
Total  R10

Source: - Katprof 180Aa.
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In each cage the labourers were made to
prepare thelr own food themselﬁes which was
mostly millet or guinea corn mash, An informant
noted that apart from hunger the labourers were
often injured by falling trees or the axes used

in cutting these trees.20 "

Apart from Saran yawo and clearing of river
banks forced labour was also used in the planting
and tending of trees arocund European quarters or
Government Reserve Areas (G.R.A.). These trees
included neem tree bedi/delbejia, madaci and
others that provided shades. There were also‘f
trees such as guava, voluntaire orange, ogbomosho
orange, dancy Tangerine etc. These were mostly
brought from Agricultural Department; Samaru Zaria.
The trees were planted under the care of garkin
' Magka who also assigned his village heads to
rrovide men who were going to take care of such
trees. According to one informant every person 4@
was given seven trees to tend and was warned not |

to allow any of them to perish. The people who were

20, 1Ibid.
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given the trées were forced to trek from far
places such as Mahuta, Dantankari, Makera, Goya,
MaigamJi, Mununu and many other villages in the |
district to Funtua where these trees were planted;'
They watered the trees twice in a day, in the
morning and in the afterncon. For any tree that
rerished its care taker was given twenty or more

- lashes in the Native Court.21

Another major area in which forced 1ab6ﬁr
was employed was in the building of cotton markets.
These were used by the colonial firms in buying
raw materials from the district and selling
manufactured goods. The people were on a short
notice asked to provide strong bush timber posts
and rcof poles, mats zana, grass rope lgiya and
floor mats tabarmi. During one of the cotton o
seasons the Sarkin Maska was made to supply 230
zana mats of & x 3, 762 zana mats of 10 x 6, Y4B
posts ¢f 9 length minimun, 106 rafters of 11 inches,
210 rafters of 6 inches, rama ropes and many more.
The District'Head used his village heads to acquire

all these implements or items. Similarly men were

¥

21. I.U,F. 20/9/92.
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made to construct a rest shade, market shed,
market seed store, a shed rumfa for food sellers,
a well and picket pegs in the vicinity of each

cf the cotton markets established in the district,
These markets were located at Funtua, Dandume,
Mahuta, Maska and Mairuwa. Each of these markets

also had stalls.22

The two farms established by the colonial
government in the district were also developed
through forced labour. These farms were the Hmpire
Cotton Growing Corporation (E.C.G.C.) farm at
Daudawa which was established in 1926 and the
Government Fadama Research Farm at Maské establi-
shed in 1946. These farms were opened to promote
the production of raw materials such as cotton
and groundnuts in the district. As both of thesge
farms were located in our area of study, the bulk
of the work was done by labourers supplied from
the District by the District Head and his subordinate
officials, Through them hoes, galﬁas, well diggers,
building materials and other implements were ;

provided for the Daudawa farm. Similarly, one

22. SNP, 17, 10, 179 Vol,IV. Cotton Marketing
and Export.
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hundred labourers were conscripted by the’
District Head and his village heads. Another
fifty labourers were further supplied by these
local authcrities in June of the same year.23
The labourers erected eleven cattle compounds, -
five herders mud-huts, 12 feet diameter thatched
roofs, twenty herders mud-houses, quarters for
eight officers, one mesgs and servants quarters
comprising eight houses of two reooms. Also
constructed were one mess consisting of pantry,
dinning room, small sitting room, eighteen servants
mud huts and guarters for clerks, slabs, one
labour camp consisting of 200 mud-huts and three

2l

European gquarters.

The work at Daudawa was so much detested
that people resorted to giving bribes to their
village heads to exempt them from recruitment.
The village head of Dandume was reported to the
Sarkin Magkg for collecting 6d sisi sisi from all

the people who needed to be exempted from going to

23. NNAK Katprof 1399, Katsina Division Quarterly
Report for March 1926, NNAK,

2. NNAK Katprof 616 Vol,1 Empire Cotton Growing
Corporation proposed farm Near Funtua, NNAK
Katprof 3612 ~ Government Fadama Research Farm.
Also Katna [86.
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the work at Daudawa. The complaint was lodged
by Jaki na Dandume. He gave the names of Ja'e,
Amadu, Doli and Sarkin Hatsin Dandume as some of
the pecple who were made to give the money. When
however, the Emir of Katsina and the Sarkin Maska
visited the area and summoned these people to say
whether they gave aﬁy money to the village head,
they denied any kcbo being collected from them.
These people could not say the truth because of
fear of what might happen to them. 1In fact the
boys of the village head were said to have seriously
warned the people before the arrival of the Emir

and Sarkin Maska that if they dared complain

i

against the village head they would get into
trouble. The village head was therefore set free

for lack of evidence.25

The mines labour camp was also built through

forced labour supplied by the Sarkin Maska and

his village heads. This camp was built in 1943
and was used in keeping all labourers conscripted
from Maska distirict in particular and the Emirate

as a whole for the tin mine at Jos. The labourers

25. NNAK, Katprof 1286, Maska District Notes on.
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were first chécked here before their final railment.
In this very year, ten new round houses 12

diameter with mud walls, grass roof and raised

debe floors were constructed. Another set of
twenty houses of 15 diameters each were built with
seven toilets, one kitchen and well were all built
by the labourers provided from Maska District.26
Similarly many people were recruited to carry loads
or the colonial officers from one place Lo the
cther. In the case of heavy loads such as the iron
platform of a bridge, the carriers ofien ended up
being seriously injured by it in trying to put it

down.z7

Road Construction o

This was another major area in which forced
labour was supplied by the Native Authorities in
Maska District. The colonial government realised

on the occupation of the area that export crop

26. NNAK Katprof 1835 Katsina Division Quarterly
Report to September, 1926, Katna /;98,

27. A.B.K. 24/L/92. 1In other instances the iron
platform of a bridge or railway was conveyed on a
wheel cart which was pushed by a number of people
recruited by the District Head as forced labourers,
They were accompanied by a headman who beat them
whenever they relaxed. This was particularly how
the iron platform of Daudawa and Maska brldges were
brought from Zaria in 1942. Interview with M. Barau
Daudawa 30/11/82. Henceforth M,B.D.
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production would be better facilitated if roads
were constructed. Palmer, who'was'in charge of the
area and the whole of the emirate undertook to
clear old roads and construct new ones wherever
necessary. He spegifically noted that the Maska -
Sabon gari road as well as the Zaria-Kano-Ingawa-
Katsina road were some of the trade routes that
had existed in the 19th centgry. He, therefore,
ordered the Sarkin Maska as well as his village
heads to mobilise labour to clear the Maska-Sabon-
Gari road in 1908. Other District Heads were
also given a similar order especially where these
rcads passed through. This resulted in the
¢clearing of twelve roads which included Katsina -
Malumfashi-Bakori-Maska-Rafin lwa and Birnin
Gwari roads. Others were the Maska-Mahuta-Bakari-
Dankada-Sabon gari roads.26 In 1812 the colonial
government asked an engineer to survey the Zaria-
Maska recad. This was with a view to bullding 1t
to serve as a dry-season road for the evacuation
of cotton in Maska Distriet to the ginnery at
Zaria which was established in 1911.29 The

construction of this rcad was completed in the

28. NNAK Katprof 1828 Katsina Division Quarterly
Reports 1912.

29. NNAK Katprof 1909, Katsina Div151on
Quarterly Reports 1912.
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same vear. By 191l the traffic on this road

was sald to be heavy.BO This was followed by
the building of two other roads which passed
through Maska District. These were the Katsina-
Dutsinma—-Kankara-Maska road which was cleared in

1808 and the Maska-Faskari road.31

In 1916 another road was constructed and
passed through Funtua. This road by«pasgsed
Maska town from Zaria to Sokoto. This affected
the place of Maska as a commercial Centre. But
the construction was done to avoid constructing
two bridges over River Tubo. This road was used
by the British Cotton Growing Association (B.C.G.A.)
buying agents who carried cotton to Zaria in

32

lorries. The colonial government furthermore

directed sarkin Maska in 1917 to supply the
District Engineer in charge of the construction
of Zaria-Sokote road with a total of one hundred

33

labourers. This was promptly dene and the

30. NNAK Katprof 1978 Katsina Division Annual
Report 191lk. .

31. NNAK Katprof 1282 Vol.II Toaring and Movements
of Political Officers in Katsina Provinces 1936-43,

32. NNAK, Katprof 1284 Katsina Quarterly Report
1917.

33, 1Ibid.
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labourers were largely drawn from Marinai,

Magajl Wandec and Kesuran Katuka. Subsequently

the Katsina-Maska road was Jolned with that of
Zaria-Sokoto rcad. Furthermore, the Kano-Dayi-
Malumfashi road was built to link up with the
Katgina-Dutsinma-Maska road at Mararrabar Kankara.Bu
This latter road was said to be in goed condition
for traffic in 1921. By the end of 192% the
District Officer expressed satisfaction with the
roads in Maska District and the emirate as a
whole. He noted that there were over one hundred
miles of permanent roads and over 600 miles of

35

dry season roads opened for traffic.

In 1926 the 0ld Central Road Board approved
the construction of the Funtua-~Birnin Gwari road
and the Funtua-Dayi road. The former covered an
approximate mileage of 62 miles at an approximate
cost of £35,200 while the latter was about Ly miles

36

and cost at £24,000. These roads were also

constructed through forced labour drawn mostly

t.37 In defence of the two roads

from the distric
the Secretary tc the Northern Province observed that

these roads:

3. 8NP 17 10805 - zaria-Katsina Road System.
35. Ibid.
36, 1Ibid.

37. Interview with Abdullahi Burtu Funtua,
19/9/92, Henceforth A.B.F,
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would undoubtedly be important outlets

to the division and our most vital feeders
from Zaria and it is thought that if these
roads were made permanently motorable, the
British Cotton Growing Association would
not}ﬁesitate to establish a steam ginnery

By 1928 the Engineer in charge of Funtua-Dayi
road reported that road making had been completed
up to mile 52 and bridging up to mile Si. A bush
tract which was 12 feet wide was also cleared up
to Karadua, mile 66. Maintenance gangs were also
established along the completed section of the
road., Similarly in the Funtua-Birnin Gwari road
the first section of 10 miles were said to have
been cleared and nine miles of road formation

and drainage was completed. What remained was

39

only lateriting and the construction of culverts.

The two roads were completed in that year.

There was also the Maska link read which was
constructed by labourers drawn from Maska, Dan-
Mayaki and Rafin Iwa in 1940. This was an all
season road to Maska town from the main Zaria-
Sokoto road. A bridge was also built over River

Tubo.uo

38. SNP 17 10865.

39. NNAK, Katprof 1512 Katsina Division Half
Yearly Report.

4O. Katna 36/3 - Maska Link Road 1940-k1. Also
A.B.F. 19/9/92,
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In the construction of all these roads the

work was supervised by the Sarakunan hanva of

the various districts. The Funtua-Birnin Gwari

road, for example, had Umaru as its Sarkin Hanvya.

He was assisted by Yaran Sarki who included Musa

Gwandu,Munkaila, Yari, Abdullahi Burtu, Nuhu Abdu
and Allu Mohammed. About 500 labeourers were
engaged in its construction. These were drawn
from the various villages in the district. The
men were asked to prepare the usual garin gero
and garin dawa. On arrival they were grouped
into gangs, each gang consisting of 25 people.
These gangs were headed by headmen and were
assigned different locations along the rocad to be
constructed. The work normally commenced at 7.00
Oclock in the morning and ended at 6.00 Oclock in

the evening with iittle or no time to rest.

Apart from hunger which the labourers
complained about there was also the fact that
these labourers were exposed to all sorts of
hazards. They were attacked by wild animals in
the course of their work. Others were often
wounded by the implements which they used such as

axes, hoes, matchets and knives. Forced labour
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was used at any time of the year. It could be

used during the dry or rainy season.

The colonial government alsoc made it incumbent

on the Sarkin Maska to maintain all the rocads

that were located in the district. This led to
the keeping of permanent road gangs as well as a
number of artisans in the district under the

wakilin ayyuka. These gangs were used to maintain

the cotton roads that passed through the district.
These cotton evacuation roads included Maska-Zaria
link rocad, Ruwan Godiya-Sheme-Daudawa road,
Maigora-Dandume road and Ketare-Funtua-Yashe road.
In 1952 the District Head and his village heads
were asked to press on with the work of opening
the roads in the district so that they should be
in good condition and ready for lorry traffic
before the cotton markets open towards the end

of November., In fact the initial work of

opening the roads in time and giving the
necessary supervision and stimulation was made

to be the highest priority of the colonial
government. The District llead of Maska District
was given imprests to pay all the road labour

each month. The labourers were paid 5d a day.
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a solid support f{rom Joseph Chamberlain who was
appointed as the Secretary of State for the
Colonies in 1895. He encouraged the colonial
government to provide railways for effective
exploitation of the human and natural resources
of the colony. He particularly believed that it
was the responsibllity of the government to
provide railways and other essential public works
in order to exploit the colonies and give greater

42 with the

scope to the private enterprise,.
egtablishment of the British Cotton Growing
Association, Winston Churchill became its spokesman
in parliament who called for the establishment of
railways. He saw this as the only answer to the
preoblem of joining the Nigerig coast teo its
interior for expleoitation. This wags especially
true as Northern Nigeria was viewed as a promising
cotton growing area. Churchill specifically argued
that without railways all ecivilised government

wgs extravagant and precarious and all profitable

commerce particularly - impossible.43

42. Cited in Roger G. Thomas, "Forced Labour in
British West Africe: The Case ol' the Northern
Territories of the Gold Coast 1306-1327*, Journal
of African History XIV, 1 1973, pp.79-103.

See also Oiulemli Omosini, "Railway Projects and
British ApAttitude towards the Development of West
Africa 1872-1903», Journal of Historical Society
of Nigeria, Vol.V, No.4, pp.491-507.

43. The Times 24th August, 1895.
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The Lagos~]Ibadan railway line was the firsst
to be constructed in 1896. This was followed by
extensions to Barc, Kano and Zaria. The colonial
government decided to extend the line from Zaria
to reach Gusgu in 1925, The line was planned to
pass through Maska District. Hitherto the bulk
of the cotton produced in the district was
carried on donkeys, camels etc, to Zaria. The
construction was therefore partly intended +o
golve this problem of trensportation., In 1926
the railway line from Zaria reached the borders
of Katsina at mile 15. 7People were therefore
required to push the rail rcad to Funtua in
Maska Digstrict. The colonial goverument made a
demand of 3,100 men to be drawn from Maska and
other districts in the Emirate. oOut of this
number 100 men were used at River Duga Mile 15
from Zaria to put up camp in April 1926.%4
Another 500 commenced earthwork in the same place
from April 7th to 10th. Another batch of 1,000
men were supplied in May and the same number in
June, The supply continued up to 1928 when the

work passed into Sckoto Province.45 It was with

44, SNP 17 1018, Vel.1, Zaria-Gusau-Kaura Namoda
Railway.

45. TIbid.
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the labour supplied that three camps were
constructed. These included Mr. Boyles camp
which had about 500-600 labourers. There was
also Mr. Ellis Camp erected at mile 54 and had
about 1,200 men in it. The last camp was that
of Mr. Clement constructed at mile 37 and contained

46 As we have gaid

1,600 to 1,700 labourers,
these labourers were provided by the Diastrict
Head of Maska and his village heads as well as
the District Heads of the other Districts in the
Emirate., TIn the table below an attempt is made
to show the number of people drawn from Maska
District and the other districts in August,
Qctober and November 1927. These other districts
inecluded Dan-Yusifa, Yandaka, Ilambo, Sullubawa,
Durbi and Sarkin Gabas. The table alsc shows the

average supplied by each distirict, deserters,
gick and deaths.
These labourers were made o feed themselves

in their journey to the place ol work. On

arrival they were given 1/6 each which they used

46, Tbid.
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to buy food up to the first pay day. Each
tabourer also received 9d per day which was paid
on the 1st and the 16th of each month. The
labourers worked in batches and each batch worked
for 30 days., Tor each group which consisted of
24 men, there was a headman. Bach District Head
including that of WMaska District was given a
recruiting commission of £3 per 100 men supplied
per month. Part of this money waa distributed by

the Sarkin Maska to all his village heads. It

is also important to note that the Emir of Katsina
29 well as the District Hemds had representatives
who took charge of the men on the work and generally
saw to their welfare, The representative of

Sarkin Katsina was Matazu Agawa and was placed on

a gsalary of £5.0 per month. He was assisted by
three jakadas one to each 1,000 men at monthly

salaries of £2.10.0.47

The railway work was said to be a tedious,
strenuous and energy-sapping exercise, This was
especially true with the earthwork which required
hills to be lowered, valleys to be raised and

long distances stretched. All these were done

47, Ibid,
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with local implements such as hoes, shovels,
baskets and buckets. The different groups were
also divided so that some dug the earth, others
filled the head-pans and the rest carried the pans
on their bare heads to the construction site.

The whole work was carried under the close
supervision of the representatives of the Emir,

the Sarkin Maska as well as those of the other

districts. Each of them carried lashes tsabgu
which were then supplied from Katsina. Any
labourer that was not doing the work very well was
beaten. This forced these labourers tn work

hard in order to avoid the wrath of these

supervigsors and the other head-men.48

The rail work was alsoc too exploitatife.
This was in view of the wages given to the
labourers. As we have stated, the labourers
took care of themselves while travelling to the
site no matter the distance. This was covered
on foot. The amount of 1/6 was also too inadequate
to cover the period of 16 days which it was given

for. 1In fact when the Bmir of Katsina in the _

48. M.I.M. 26/2/92.
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company of Sarkin Maska visited the camps in

August 1926 the men were said to have complained
bitterly of starvation Yunwa, They pointed out
that the 1/6d was never sufficient to purchase
food until the first pay day. The Emir and Sarkin
Maska even went to the extent of purchasing

flour to enable them estimate the actual purchasing
power of the said money and the number of days
which the amount could be reasonably held to
support each labourer. They discovered that the
amount could barely purchase sufficient *garit

to feed a man, without any addition tc his diet
for a period of eight days. The remaining elght
days, thereitore, 1let'lb Lhe Labonrar:s wila the
alternative ol @uiher purash:psnng Thelr owe [ood
gupplies on credit at exerbitant charges or
starve.4? But despite this anomaly the celonial
government refused to make anhy increament as that
would involve an increase of expenditure for

2,000 labourers of approximately £250 a month,

The condition of the labourers was made worse due

49. WNNAK Katprof 2099, Zaria-Gusau Railway
Construction Annual Report 1927.
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to the fact that the advance was not paid on

time, There was the case in October 1927 when

some labourers drawn from Maska District

stationed at mile 65 were not paid their advances.
This threw them into severe hardship., Similarly
some 200 others on bridging work at mile 52

were sald to be in a worse plight. Not only had
they not received the subsistence money which

was due 1o them on arrival, but it was found that
they had been working for 16 days without receiving

anything whatsoever.50

The labourers were alsec not paid when
owihg to eclimatic conditions they could not
assemble gt their work, In August 1926 it was
discovered that owing to rain the aversge
earnings of 1,350 labourers during the first two
weeks of August amounted to about 7/6 each for the
two weeks, This was roughly a loss of 6d per
day or 33% to each labourer of his stipulated
pay.51 Similarly if a labourer fell sick he was
given no allowance while absent from his work

in hospital. In the same vein labourers employed

50. SNP 17 1018 Vol.I, Zaria-Gusau-Kaura Namoda
Railway. _ .

51, Ibid. Also S.B.G. 19/9/92,
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under the "Task work system" were not paid if
they failed to complete their alloted daily task.
Thia was the case in Qctober 1926 when a pgang of
25 men could not complete the task assigned to
them., The Secretary, Northern Provinces was
henest enough to accept that these practices were
against all precedent and regulation. He also
viewed the practice as unworthy of government in
dealing with labour working under most difficult
conditions at a daily wage of nine pence. He
further argued that as far as government had
brought men %to work involuntarily at a daily wage,
it should have subsisted them even if for scme
reasoh beyond their control they were unable to
work. BRut nothing was done throughout the period
when labour was recruited for the Zaria-Gusan

railway.52

In some camps the labourers stayed without
food. This was the case in FPebruary 1927. The
Assistant District Officer reported that there
was no sufficient food for three days in one of

the camps. The Sarkin Maska was as a result

instructed to provide a ton of corn to this camp

in order %o prevent labour leaving the werk.

52. 1Ibid.
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The amount was forcefully recovered from the
labourers when they were leaving at the end of

the month.53 The camps were furthermore insanitary
and unhealthy. These camps were made up of grass
in the form of grass huts bukoki as accommodation
in the rainy season, The huts were said to be in
leaking condition so much so that the wretched
labourers made all sorts of contrivances to

keep their semi-ngked bodies from the damp earth
within these huts. In every hut examined in

August 1326 the damp earth was actually wet.54
Similarly there was no good drinking water in
these camps., The latrines provided were also not
enough for the use of the labourers. Tn each of
the camps & latrine made of corn stalk was built,
This resulted in many of the labourers passing

their pieces asround the camps in an indiscriminate

and unhealthy way.

The outcome was the outbreak and spread of

many diseases affecting the labourers and some-

timesg killing them.55 A medical officer appointed
53. 1Ibid.
54, JIbid.

55. I.P.G. 26/9/92.



129

by the colonial government to repert on the
condition of the camps observed that there were
cases of guinea worm in all the camps. He,
however, claimed that the labourers had been
infected before coming to work. There was also
the outbreak of other epidemics such as diarhoea,
leg ulcers, pneumonia, pulmonary tuberculosis

and many more.b6

These poor working conditions made many
people from Maska District to attempt and avoid
being recruited for the railway work, They
resorted to giving bribes to the village Heads.

The village Head of Funtua was said to be
collecting five shillings from each man that wanted
to be exempted from going.57 Other people
recruited alsec resorted to deserting from the
camps, Some pf the deserters were returned 1o
the campse with the help of their village heads,
Theyv were stiripped naked and beaten severely so

aas to serve as a lesson to others. Other deserters

were sent to Sarkia Maska where they were made to

work on a chain gang for a month without pay.

This was also to serve as a deterrant to others,

56. SNP 17 1018 Vol.T, NNAK Katprof 2099.
57« NNAK Katprof 1286 Maska District Notes on
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Recruitment of Labour for the Mining Companies

One other area in which the colonial
government used the Native Authorities to acquire
labour wag for the mining companies. Labourers
were recruited from Maska Distriet for tin
mining at Jos. The Jos mine was gaid to have been
the single area that employed the largeat labour
force of any enterprise in colonial West hfrica.58
The labourers were at the initial stage drawn
from the Plateau Province and neighbouring
Provinces. But later on they were acquired from
Bauchi, Borno, ¥Kano and Adamawa. In 1918 the
colonial government asked its Distirict Officers
throughout the Nigerian area to pressurise local
Native Authorities into providing labour force
for the work of the mines.59 As with all forms of
recruitment, foreed labour for use in the tin
mines was obtained through the channel of the

"jndirect rule system". The Lieutensnt Governor

for the Northern Provinces arranged the mumber of

58. BRill Freund, (apital and Labour in the
Nigerian Tin Mines, Longman, 19381, p.T.

59. Hull, R.W., op.cit. p.304
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labourers that wonld be supplied by each Emirate.
This was sent to the District Officer who alerted
the Emir and requested him to arrange the number
that would be supplied by each District lHead from
his district. This number was sent to the bistrict
Heads who used their village heads to censeript
these labourers.,

The recruitment of such labourers for use
in the tin mines seems to have been started in
Maska District between 1939 and 1944.60 The
Colonial government devised a method by which all
adults liable for mine work were registered, The

Sarkin Maska was at this time asked to form

representative mines labour committees in all the
villages of the Distriect. These committees were
charged with the responsibility of supplying
healthy, energetic and able bodied men to be sent

to the mines. The Distriet Head was also asked

to propagate the work to the people., 1}e used

his town criers in all the villages of the District.
They told people that the work was an avenue for
the people of the district to make money, 1t

was also going to enable them see new places and

60. TIngawa Tukur Bello, Op.cit. p.191
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pecple, yawon bude idanu., The criers, however,

emphasized that the work was a compulsory and

61 As usual the village Heads of

endless one.
Maska District were shouldered with the task of
recruiting the men to go for the work. The
labourers conscripted were then taken to Funtua62
by the representative of the village head. The

Assistant District Officer and the Sarkin Masks

conducted a kind of a 'medical check up' to make
sure that only healthy people were recruited,
The Jabourers were asked to undress and a

Yaron sarki checked each one of them whether he
had venereal disease, gwaiwa or any ailment that
might reduce his imput in the course of' the work.
Many intormants recounted that this check was
the climex of humiliation, debasement and degra-
dation which the people suffered in the hands of
the colonialists. After the check-up the
labourers were railed to Joe from the railway
station in Funtua. There wns the representative
of the Sarkin Maska by name Tanimu Moriki who

sccompanied these labourers and checked deserters.63

61, Interview with Alhaji NMijinyawa Dankoli
7/6/92, Henceforth A.M,L.

62. All conscripted labourers of the Emirate were
railed from Funtna to the mines. Ingawa Tukur
Bello, op.cit. p.192

£3. Interview with M.I.M., 26/2/92 and A.B.F.
19/9/92.
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Only the sons of the masses were at thisg
time recruited for this work., Thia is because
they had no money to bribe these village heads
ag did the rich people, in order to get their
sons exempted, The amount given for such exemption
ranged from 10 shillings to £5 per adult male.
This money went into the pocket of the village
heads.?? They simply explained to the District
Head that the persons exempted were underaged
or unfit, Some of the informants narrsted their
experiences while at the tin mines. They noted
that the accommodation given to them was awful,
This was made up of grass huts. The huts were
ideal encngh for a couple or a pair ol single
workers tut about four or eight labourers
occupied any one hut., The huts were also filthy
and unhealthy for human habitation. The labourers
elept on bare mats and without blankets. This
was desnikte the cold weather on platean. The
labourers were also made to work from 7,00 a.m,
to 4,00p.m. in water legged areas. This wag the
cause of the numerous cases of pheumenia that

were reported in the camps.6b

64. Ihldo

65, Interview with Vuhammadu ¥aisalati Meigamji
29/9/92, Henceforth NM.M.M,
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There was also the problem of inadequate
wages and rations. 1In late 1943 the conscripts
from Maska District were said to be given only
25.8d per week., This was inadequate for feeding,
The amount was reised to 35.66..66 The increament
was by no means substantial to cater for the
feeding of the labourers as well as fire wood to
warm themselves in the night. The conscripts
from Maska Bistriet and others from Xatsina Emirate
were reported to be wearing rags on the eve of
their departure in June 13943, This was because
they had sold their cleths so as to pet money to

67

feed themselves while at the camnp, An informant
specifically noted that the consecripts from the
distriect were forced into this condition because

their wages were being collected by the represen-

tative of the Sarkin Maska and Sarkin Katsina.

The pay officer of the mine used to tell them
frankly that their monies had been collected by

their local rulers. (sarakunanku sun karbi kudinku
68

sai dai in taimakeku).

66, Ibid. Also Bill Freund p.138,
67, Bill Freund, op.cit. p.138
68. M.T.M. 26/2/92,
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There were also cases of land falls which
led to the death ol many mine workers from the
district, Similarly there was the infection by
jigpers, These jiggers stayed in the foot of
the labourers or their hands ti1l11 thery had
causetd a considerable damage, This in most cases
led teo the amputation of the labourer's foot or
his hands as the case might be. The jigpgers used
to affect people of the districet that had not
even gone to the mine. There were also cases of
cerebrospinal meningitis caused by the over
crowding of people in the huts. Other common
diseases that affected the labourers were dysentery,
dierhoea, jaundice, bronchitis and pnenmonia,
Some of these resulted into the death of the
labourers, JTh 1942, for example, about 34
conscripts from WMaska District and other
districts in Katsina YEmirate died at the canmp,

69

apart from those that died at home on their return.

By the end of 1943 it was clear that a
good number of labourers were cbtained from
Maska District for the work at Jos. From this
year, however, it became difficult to fill the
quota of the district. This was partly said to be

as a result of a misunderstanding by the people

69. Bill Freund, op.cit. p.147
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that regular guotas would be periodically required
and partlv by the strong opposition being put by
the people throughout the North. The Sarkin

Maska and his village heads were no longer
enthusiastic in recruiting labourers as a result

of a protest which the Emir of Katsinna made against
70

the recruitment of people from the Emirate.

The representative of the Sarkin Maska, Tanimu

Moriki could not therefore hard his hunt for
deserters. This indifferent attitude made many

of the labourers to escape from the mines field,
Other village authorities - hamlet heads and
senior householders all evaded their responsibili-

ties of supplying men.71

Apart from the use of forced labour in the
construction of roadg, railways, tin mine and
many more other demands were alsec made on the

pecple. The Sarkin Maska and his village heads

70, 1Ibid. p.141.

This change of attitude on the part of the Emir
is not elear. Some informants however attributed
it to the dislike which the people had for the
work at the tin mines. There was also the out-
break of yarbalenge/yar tiys in the Hmirate which
further made the W.ir very unpopular among the
pevople. Another possible reason given was that
the Emir was becoming tooc old to carry out
colonial policies effectively. He was about 85
yvears old at this time. Tnterview with Tsalha

ci ka fadi Mahuta 23/12/92, Amadu Mai Kara Mahuta
23/12/92 and shehu Karfin Gada Mararrabar Maska

27/12/92.
71. SNP 17 Katsina Province Annual TReport 1943,
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were reaursted to supply meat, grains as well as
a quota ol troops towards this venture. They
were also asked to make financial contributions
towards the purchase of military weapons - which
were used in the Buropean and pacific war theatres.Tz
This was with the outbreak of the second world war
in 1939.

The people of liaska District were at this
time made to provide guinea corn wiiich could be
ten, twenty or thirty measures. This was referred

to as garin Yaki and was used in feeding the

soldiers engaged in fighting the war. All adult
males were mandated to give the suinea corn. This
wag despite the fact that these peopnle were made
to pay their t;mces-.?3 All the grain that was
collected from Maska District was railed to Lagos
and from there shipped to Britain. Tt should be
noted that the village heads made use of the
opportunity to acquire wealth. They were saic to

have had a strong alliance with the agents of the

B.C.C.A. who were in charge of cnlleciing the

72. SNP 17/4 36656 Xatsina Province Annual
Report 1943, p.3

73, Interview with lauda Na Gaje Unguwar
Wanzamai 5/6/92. Henceforth D.N.IT.
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grains from the villsage heads. These village
heads used to sell the grains to the agents. The
receipt given to them was torn indicating that the
people had not contributed any grain to the war
effort. 1n this way the penple were then asked
to *donatet the grairs again, This wns the case
in Maigamji. The village head Abdu and his son
Samaila entered into such alliance with the agents
to cheat the people of the village.'? In 1942 the
amount of grain supplied from our own area of study
and other districts of the Emirate was worth
400,000 fibre bags.7b In fact the Assistant
District Officer for the Distriet had to intervene
in this requisitioning, He directed the Sarkin
Maska and his village heads to stop the forcible
regquisition of grains in the district. This was
because the people had suffered as a result of the
exercise, Many villagers were said to have no
reserves of corn cnmplntely.76

The colonial government also demanded for

money from the people kudin garin yaki. The

money was said to have been colleeteo tfrom household

T4. WM.T.M. 26/2/92
79. NNAK Katprof 3276, Annual Report 1342.

76. 1bid,
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heads who were about 30 years. Tn 1941 the

Sarkin Naska was ordered to deduct 34 out of

every £1 of the salaries paid to the Native
Authority officials working in the district. A
whopping sum of £5,130 was collected in that

year from the masses and the salaried officials.77

Fach man was made to pay 1d.

This opportunity of recruiting forced labour

that was given to the Sarkin Maska and his

village hegds made them to recruit labour for
their own ends, The labourers were largely
engaged in the farms of the District lead an
well as his village heads. In 1922 the purbin
Maska was for example found guilty of using
forced labour in his farm. Ange of Kaura Dan
Alasan was also made to work for three years in
the farm of the Durbi and received no payment.
Similarly Musa of Tumburkai was forced to work
in the house of the Durbi. When it was noon he
went to get a meal at his own place. He was on
coming buack severely beaten by the Durbi and sent
away without being paid. Liman of the same
viliage was furthermore made to work in the farm

of the Durbi as well as his house without giving

77. MNNAK Katprof 287, Katprof 2062 win the war
fund.
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him any payment. Chigero was forced to bribe his
village head with the sum of 3/9d to be let off
work at Durbi'® house. In 1922 the same Lurbi
employed many people from ¥Kaura ban Alasan including
one Sule to work in his farm under the guise of
"gayya". The people were not paid any money.
In 1923 also the village head of Kaura Dan Alasan
forced many people to work in his house and
compound without any kind of payment or return.78
It was not the village heads that were only
employing labour for their own selfish ends.
The District Head himself was involved., His own
case wnag 80 gerious that 1L was reposriee’l Lo Lhe
colonial officinle in 1927. The complaint was
lodsed by Maikeji who was an apent of i1he Rritish
Cotton frowins Association (B.C.G.A.) based in
the distriet, Waikaji reported that the Sarkin

Maska had denied the people to plant cotton in

their farms duve to their engagement in his cotton
farm, This farm was known as Shnkallo and was
about 50 acres. It was first cleared by Sarkin
Maska Shehu, The District Head alloted a

—

definite number of labourers to he supplied by

78. NNA¥ Katoprof 1823 Maska District,
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each of the village heads in the district,

Hence 100 men were supplied by the village head

of Funtua who were engagred in the farm for four
days. Another 80 men were given from Bodo and
engaged for three days. 50 men were also
recruited by the village head of lahuta and

worked for six days. The same number was supplied

from Naska who worked for two days.

All these labourers were according to
Maikajl used in the farm without pay. Tashes
were however, made to the villajge hesds who
supplied the labourers. The case was investigated
by a colonial ofticer. This allepation was
denied by the Nistrict Head. He, however,
admitted that he had called a 'gayya' and not
forced labour with the use of lower number of

people, The Sarkin Maska claimed that he had

used 60 men from Puntua, 30 men from Rodo, 12
men from Mahuta and 26 men Irom Waska, He
further explaired that he had used these men
for only two days commencing from 17th July
1928 and that epach one of them was paid one
shilling. The official verdict which came out

of the investigation was that evidence against
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the District Head was too slender to wnrrant
prosecution. The officer noted that it was
difficult for him to get any real evidence at
all and hence the District Head had no case to
answer. This was despite the fact that he had
accepted using a lower number of people in the
said farm. The verdict was also reached

inspite of the colonial officers realisation
that there were many people who would have liked

to testify against the Sarkin Maska but for fear

of what would happen to them should the Distriet

Head be absolved,

In the end the officer accuard Mnikaji of

complicity to get Sarkin Maska inte trouble

while he used the B.C.G.A. a stalking horse in
the matter. He sugpested that Maikaii should
be transfered to another sphere of activity as
far as he had antagonised the local administra—
tion. He finally wrote in support ot the
Distriect Head saying that he had a very strong
hold over the district and was treated with
obsequiousness and regarded with fear.9

The fact that the District Head wns allowed
to po scnt free made him to continue employing

people in his farms, There was n time when he

0. 1bid,
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engaged people to work at another farm not far

away frem sha kallo, The people worked frem

730 a.m, to 2.30 p.m. with no food piven them,
One of them supeested that a boy should be sert

to get them food, purchased with their own money
from the village of Funtua., The boys ot the
District Head namely Kazami, Tukur, lagaji anc
Burtu who were supervising the labourers objected,
They argued that the labourers hnd tn finish the
work on that day otherwise no one would be

allowed to go home. The labourer who mande the
suggestion by name Abdullahi Adamu ( Sardaunan
N.E.P.U.) asked all his colleagues tn leave the
work, He threantened to use his hoe on any lLabourer
that refused to comply. The labourers whpo were
obviously hungry and tired by the time went to
their homes. Vhen the incident was communicated

to Sarkin Maska by Kazami, Abdnllahi Adam

was summoned before the lative Court. He was
given seventy lashes and sentenced to 14 days
imprisnnment.au As we have saild elcewhere this
practice of enpaging labourers in the farms of the
local rulers was only checked with the emergence
of the Northern RKlements Prosressive linion

(N.RB.P.U.) in the 1950's.

80, NNAK Katprof 1823 Maska Dintringf Head
comvlaint Against by B.C.G.A. Also D.N.U. 5/6/92.



144

The Impact of Labour Policy on the People

The recruitment of pecple from Maska District
by the District Head and his village heads had =n
serious lmpact on the economic and soecial setting
of the area. The exercise took away younp, energe-—
tic and healthy individunls to g0 and work in
road or railway construction or even tin mining.
In fact the Forcedlabour Ordinance No.22 of 1933
stipulated that labour should only be exacted from
able bpdied malas wiho were not less than eighteen
ahd not more than fourty five years.81 This
meant that the bulk of the people employed for the
work were the most productive in the district.
These were the people that actually produced all
the food and other goods which were used lor
consumption and exchnnge, They tilled the goil
and engaged in all types of manufacturing acti-
vities. They were also the ones who carried
these goods from cne place to anolher in trade.
1t was this group of virile umen that were
mobilised by the local rulers in Maska Uistrict

to work in colonial projects. Hence, the demand

B1l. DN, 5/6/92. Also SNP 17 9318 ¥»1.1
Forced Labour.
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in labour denied these other economiec activities
the labour and expertise of these young men,

This, therefore, led to their decline,

The colenial government had no specific time
of demanding for labour, Tn fact the local
rulers were asked at any time, be it auring the
rainy or dry season to supply labour ana they
had to do it or risk their jobs. This meant
that the people were no longer able to produce even
the food that they were to eat ana survive., 1t
was this situation that was partly resvonsible
for the famnines witnessed in Maska District during
the period of colonial domination, Some of these
famines included malali (1914), kwana (1927),
yar Balange (1942) and uwar sani (1954).°%

Out of these famines, however, yarbalange or

Jagindi was said to be the most severe in Maska
District. The famine was partly caused by scarcity
of rains which dropped from the average yearly
total of 40 or H0 inches Lo 30 Lagh-9, A

anloni:al officor reported that:

82. snP 17 9318 Vol.l, Forced lLahoor
International Labour Crganisntion,



14A
For the third consecutive year rain-

fall has been abnormally scanty and wes
badly distributed, 83

This shortage of rain fall would have been
contained as it had always been done in the pre-
colonial period when there was famine but for
colnnial policies on labour, taxation, land

tenure and agricultursl production. 1n relation
to iabour particularly, the period of this

famine coincided with that when the people of the
district were bteing conscripted for the mining

of tin at Jos. It also coincided with the Second
Wor.d war when the colonial government demanded
money and grains as 'war aid' from the people of
the district. The recrvitment for ihe work of
mining as well as the extortion of money and grains
was Lthe second cause of the famine in 1942, Tn
fact this second factor was principally behinu the

84

yar balange. At a meeting which the Sarkin

Maska and his village heads attended together
with other heads from the Emirate, the representa-

tives saw the famine as having been c¢anged by

83. Tbid.

84. R.L. Payne NNAK ¥Katprof 31274, Annun)
Report 1942, Para., 2, p.d41.
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deprivation of the talakawas stocks of food and
threat to leave them without adegquate seed ana

food.85

Tn 1943 the Resiaent of ¥ano Province observed
that there were many immisrants pnesinge through
the division from Maska and other plrnces in the
emirate in search of food, A telegram !'rom
gokoto was also said to have intimated about the
presence of large numbers of destitutes, starving
with no money in the vicinity ot :usau.aﬁ These
people were mostly from Maska District and other
neighbouring distriets. Tt was an irony that the
Assistant District Officer tor the distriet
commented that the immigrants were all work shy and
never de wells who never Uarmed nropprly.BT This
movement of pecple out of the aistrict in search
of food also affected agricultural activities
and the economy as a whole. The gandu which was
the tasic unit of production disintesrated as

the members of the family moved out to find food.

Abont 40,000 penple were said to have moved out

85. Michael Watts, op.cit, p.329

86. NAT C0.26 36283/1944 p.336.

87. NNAK Sokprof 3/1 793/1941.
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of Yaska and other districts in the erirate as a

result of this fam'ine.88

There is also the fact that many labourers
were physically affected in the covrse of
constructions or mining, cutting or digging. MNany
had their legs or arms or some of their fingers
cut off as a result of accidents or jigeger
infeetions. This was even for those who were
lucky to have survived the hazardous conditions
of work typical of all colonial projects. 1n
194 an estimate of the 50 to 60 percent of those
recruited from Maska District were saia to be
unfit for heavy manual work such as tarming or
locnl manufacturjnr.aq This also aft'ected the
level at which agricultural produoection was

practiced as well as other economic activities,

The category of people chosen to work in
these projects also affected the reproduction
system and procreation. This wns because some
were engaged in the work for six months. Others
were even seperated from their families for lite.
Many others came back from the work with all Lypes
of Jdiseases - including sexually transmitted

diseases,

88. Thid,

89. Cited in IMichnel Watts, op.cit, Pei33
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Conclusion

We have in this chapter tried te show one
major role that was played by the Native Authori-—
ties in Maska District. Our discussien has

exarnined how the Sarkin Maska and his village

heads were used by the colonialists to recruit
labour for road and railway constructinn, clearing
of river banks, tin mining and other projects,

We have seen that the labourers worked under
terrible conditions which often resulted in sick-
ness or even death., This is apart froem the
rea'ity that these labourers were often not given
any remuneration, Fven if it was given the money
turned out nnt to be commensurate to the nctucl
wory done, In several other cases the money
ended up not getting to the labourers which meant
that it was retained by either the lListrict Head
or his village heads, We have alsc seen that the
burden of people on this aspect was ndded to by
the forceful recruitment of people by these

local rulers to go and work in their farms or
hounes without pay. Qur discuuscien hise nlae
ionched on the impnct of colonial labour policy

on the neople of Maska DListrict., We have aeen
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that the colonial government was able to obtain
cheap labour for its projects. This was, however,
to affect agricultural production and other
economic activities as the young people who
engaged in these activities were recruited as
forced labourers. This led to famines, eternal

geparation and the breakdown of societal values,
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CHAPTER PFOUR

THE I.AND POLICIRS

lﬂi{odugtion

our concern in this chapter is with the
policies of colonial government on land and the
role of the Native Authorities in their execution,
This discussion on land is important because it
was very crucial to the Native Authority system.,
It determined the pattern and nature of the
domination and exploitation of the human and
natural resources of our area by the Hritish
Colonial government. We shkall first of all look
at the pattern of pre=colonial land tenure system
in the area, This is with the view to showing
how it was transformed during the colonial period,
We shall see theot even though land under the
colonialists was nationalired, its contronl and
administration was left with the Native Authorities.
They were however used to proviie land for
colonial projects and merchant firms. This
provided them with the oppertunity to alienate,
expropriate or confiscate ithe landg of the peaasantry

for the use of the ecolonianlists and their own
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personal use, A good number of the peasantry
were, therefore, forcefully separated from their
only means of survival, that on which they
applied their labour to get food, shelter and

clothing,

Pre-Colonial Land Tenure

The land that was in the Maska area was in
the late 19th century owned by the Musiim community.,
1t was however, held in trust by the ealiph or
amir-al-muminin., The caliph devolved the
control of such land as well as its ndministration
to the ¥mirs in their emirates. They in turn
delegated this responsibility to their suboruinates.1
Such a responsibility was delegated Ln the Sarkin

Maska, his council and village heads by the

Galndiman Katsine on behalf of the Sarkin Katsina

and the Caliph. There was so much land in our

aren of study thest:

1« Michael Watts, Silent Violence: Food, Famine
and Peasantry in Nortihern Nigeria. liniversity of
California Press, London 1983, p.73; Shenton,
P.W., "StudYes in the DLevelopment of Capitalism
in Northern Nigeria," Ph.ll. Thesis llniversity

of Toronto 1981, p.21. Also interview with
Abubakar ¥oshe Bnkin Imtse 24/4/9?2, Henceforth
AK.H,
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a prospective land user simply carved
out his requirement {from an abundant
amount of bush (daji) nnd ecleared as much
as he reguired for farmland and a house,
T.ikewise strangers who wished to settle in

the Snmmunity acquired land in much the same
way e

In relation to strangers, vnarticularly, an
informant remarked that they went to the villare
head and requested for the use of land. The
village head apportioned enough to them for their
houses and their farms., The method of such
epportionment was through the use of a stone,

The village head found a stone and threw it in

Lthe direction of the reaquired land, wherever it
stopped the strangers were asked to use the length

of the 1and.3

This land was however given on the condition
that the farmer would pay customary taxes to his
village head on annual basis. This was relferred

to as land tithe ushira or kudin kasn. Any

failure on the part of the farmer to pay his tax

could result in being evicted from the land,

2. Ingawa Tukur HBello, "A Study of Rural Keonomic
History of the Major Cotton Producing Districts

of Katsira Emirate During the Coloninl Period

., 1800-1939," Ph.De, U.¥K. 1984, p.139.

3. Group interview Yakurutu 11/11/91, ilenceforth
el oY
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The farmer was alsc not supposed Lo alienate the
land or abandon it without the knowledge ana
consent of his village head.4 Subject to these
conditions the farmers wers alloweu to enjoy
security of tenure for as long as they lived in
the village, At tbe level of the various communi-—
ties of our area of study, the land was collectively
owned by the household ganiu which was managed by
the household head maigida, The individual adult
male members of the housebold were riven n small

niece of land gayauna on% ~f tie gondu to eomplement

in solving the personal nroblems eof individunle,

The basis of pre—colonial land tenore in
our area of study and the caliphate as a whole
was stated in the eeneral principles poverning
the tenmre of land in the Northern Provinces nsg

thus:

The essentia) basis of native custem is

that the freehold of lond belongs to the
section of the population thnt has cenquered
and is in the possession of the lard, 1In
nearly every case such sections hnd a
recognised paramount echief.,.. and in suach
cases the freehold of land was, in theory,
vested in the person who filled the office
of chief, although by no mesns covld an
individual who occupird the office alienate

1. Thid, See also NNAY “NP 17/815/A% -
My, Palmer on Land Tenure in the lansa States.
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this right from the office or from

his successor in office. The chief had
the power to grant the use of lands to
private individuals and he was competent
to transfer this power to subordinate
chiefs who in their turn cowld transfer
this power to minor chiefs and so on,?

It would seem that by the end of the 13th centlury

large estates were ovwned by the Sarkin Maska,

his village heads, wealthy people and the ulama.
Similarly individuals right of occupntion was
beginning to be recosnised. Land could at this
time be sold or transfered through pledge, lonn,
gifts or inheritance with the consent of the

y f
Sarkin Maska and his village heads.  The

nuestion of whether lend could be owned ns n
private property so that it conla be sold and
transfered at will beeame of primary ecncern to
the British celonial government on the occupntion

of our area,

5« MNNAK Katprof 1724 Rural Land Policy.

6. Grouvn interview Kadawa 21/11/91, Henceforth
GeT.Ke Also NNA¥Y Katprof 1724 Rural ILand Tenure
and Land Revenue,
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I.and Pnlicy

The very first measure taken by the colonial
fpovernment on the occupation of Sankoto Caliphnte
was to declare itself as the heir and successor
to all the rights claimed by the Emirate
aristooracy including the sarakunan Faska over
lands., Such lands were declared by lurard as
‘crown lands' or *public lands'. The crown lands
according to him referred to all those lands
that were inherited from the Royal Niger Company
with the revocation of its charter. These
encompassed lends that were one-mile wide strip
on either side of River Niger from the frontier
of Southern Nigerin to lLokoja as well ns other
extensive ho]ﬂinrs.? The public lands on the
other hand were those sanctioned in proclamation
13 of 1902, The title to these landa wans vested
in the right of conauest of the calinhnte by the
colonial forces, lugard noted that just as the
Fulani had cenquered the territory during the
Jihad and assumed Lhe ultimate title to these
lands so also the conquest of the Pulani by the
British forces avtomatically transferred such

title to them., Private property of »n individual

7. Cited in Sh®nton,R.W., op.cilt, n.n8,
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was however not included in the publie lands.
Lugard vowed to protect it.B It was also in
accordance to this take over that in the letter
of appointment given to each Emir, a statement
was made which indicated that the colonial
government had assumed administrative contrcl,
right to levy taxes and contrel land, JLugard
did not however say anything about those
territoriem that were not cenaquered by the

9 Similarly no attempt was made to

cclonialists.,
question the right which the people hnd to their

land holdings,

lugardts intention of protecting private
property was based on his misconceived view that
the whole lanhds of the caliphate were owned by
the ruling class who used their aslavee in
cultivating them. He felt that it was better if
the habit of enslaving people was stopped. The
slaves ceuld then be turned into a labouring
class to till the lands of the ruling class or

their former masters on wage basis. Tut differently,

8. Iugard Political Memo (1896) No.16 para 2.

9. These included vast areas which had never
been part ot the Caliphate. Lugard put it as
"the enormous aresn which 18 occupied by pagans."
Shenton, R.W., op.cit, p.70.



158
Lugard wanted to create a kind of an ex=slave,
farm labouring class that would be employed in
the farms of the ruling class. This was meant
to serve as a kind of compensation to them,
They could in this way become a landlord class
that would employ the labour of the peasantry
and pay them while they werked in their agricultural
eatates.10 Lennihan specifically noted that
it was the inteniion of t} e coloninl poverament
at this time to re-allocate the lands in our
area of study to indigenous or expatriate
businessmen who would develop it into big
apricultural estates as was the case in Kenya.11
Such a proposal was also aimed at providing the
colonial state and merchant companies with

abundant and cheap labour force.

1t was in realisntion of this objerctive
that the cnlonial government decreed that slaves
ahould not both he allowed to degert their
masters or to build new villages as they had no
right to land, The ralins clnss were also 1o
own lands. In the pursait of this gonl, Lugard

arpued that:

— e . ——

10, Michael Watts, ope.cif, p.157, Shenton,

R.W., Opscit. pp.60-6T.

11. Lennihan, T.lU., wRiphts in Men nnd Rights in
Land: Labour and small Holder Agricnlture in
Northern Nigeria", in Slavery Abolition Vol.}, No.2

Prankcass lLondon 1982, pp.121-124,
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In my opinion the ownership of land

by the upper classes is a most useful
principle to inculcate, so that Native
Rulers and Alkalis who devote their time

to executive gnd administrative work, may
be proviced with a private income to
supplement their official salaries, ana
replace the wealth which formerly consisted
of slaves,

In all this, Lugard was representing the
conservative trends in British imperial affairs,
The intentions of Tugard were, however, not to be
as he was transferred to Hongkong in 1306,
Girouard, who was a transport engineer was
appointed to replace him as the High Commissioner,
His appointment coincided with the victory of the
lebhour party in the national election in Britain.
He was also said to be a liberal and was as well
strongly influenced by the post 1914 period
liberal reformers such as lL,eonard Wonlte, E.D.
Morel and Neprman leys. These peonple had earlier
on shown in their wvarious doctrinaire works that
the Buropean impnct in Africa was disastroas,
They condemned the theory of the dual mandate as
propagated by Luyard and his likes and called
for a limit to the operations of private capital

and a preference for peasant prnpriehorshin.H

12, luaeard Political Memo (1906), No.bH, Para.i4,

13, Michael Vatts, op.cit, p.158
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Charles Temple, who was then a Resident of Kano
Province and Palmer of Katsina all shared these
ideas. These peonle were further supported by

Henry George, an American economist who promoted

state control of land,

Hence, the view held by Girouard, Temple and
Palmer on land tenure were directly opposed to
the Lugardian schema, They believed that instead
of creating a landlord and a labouring class with
the land under the ownership of the former, the
ruling class should be turned into a salaried
bureaucracy. The land should also be naticnalised
and be put under the control of the r'.overnor.M
On assumption of office, Girouard passed a
memorandum in the Native Revenue Proclamation of
1906. He sought all the Residents ton comment on
the tenure on which the peasant had held his land
and the relationship he had with his loecal chief,
They were also azked to ofter supgrestions.
Girouard also noted that the ouestion was

relevant and shonuld be settled beiore the railway

14, See the NMemnrandum submitted by Percy
Girouard to FP.l. Lugard, 25 January 1908, SNP
15/3, 390 B. 2,500 alsc H,R. Palmer to Resident
Kano 24 November 1907, SNP 15/3, 277 A8 and

NNAK SNP 6 C.126/1907, submission by H.R. Palmer,
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to the North from the const was finished, He
had the fear that if the question was not
settled before then, white settlers might troop
into our area of study in particenlar and the
caliphnte as a whole demanding land, Girouard
was said to be apaninst such land grabbers. He
also viewed the situation as doing injuatice to
the peasants and could moreover shake the faith
of their rule which was becoming firmly establi-

.
shed.?J

The colonial government & stand over the
question of land as being expressed by Girouard
and Temple was not in any way aimed at protecting
the peasantry from exploitation. The emphasis
that land should be left in the hands ni the
peasants and not the indigenous and expatriate
business men was part of the colonial plan to
incorporate the economy of our area of study into
the world economy, There was also the considera-
tion that if the farmers were dispossessed of their
1ands and turned into wage labourers, they would

not be able to funetion well in the ecolonial

15. Michael Watts, op.cit, p.159
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economy as producers of export crops and
consumers of manufactured foods. The exercise
was bound to demoralise then, impoverisi them and
dempen their spirita, A sitnation like this

could reduce their prnduntivity.16

In any case the Residents replied tc the
memorendum sent by Girouard. AS could be expected,
they were unanimous that land¢ was owned by the
community and not individuals. They erroneounly
held to the view that freehold tenure had never
existed in our area of study and the ecaliphate
as a whole, Palmer, the acting Resident of
vatsina Fmirate for example observed in his

testimony to the lands committee that:

In northerr Nigerisa, penerally speaking,
it commands no =uch valune in the open
market. Nobody will buy when there ig
plenty of land available for practically
no cost., The land is to the cultivator
what his toeols and iron are te the
blacksmith. TFor asseasment purnoses
the value c¢f the crops and stock and
fruits and industry are, therefore the
only basis on whick taxation can be
calculeted, becauvse %& is only they thot
have a market value,

16. NNAK cd 5102 Report of the Northern Nigeria
Lands Committee, 1910.

17. Tbid. p.89.
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Palmer also felt that power should not be given

to the masu Sarsuta to sell land as that woula

re—affirm their priviledge as land holaers and
princes, e argned at length that it wae not
necessary for them to preserve a caste of rulers

whose power was already waning. He further asked,

But in order to retain their service

as *'officials?, i it necessary to retain
them as landowners and princes? 1
venture to think that it is not, and

that we shall gret better results by
eradually abolishing priviledge thanh by
maintaining the poverning clnss as a
cless?]

The memorandum of sll the Residents were sent
to the Secretary nif State for the colonies, lord
Srowe, He inturn appointed a committee to
inveastigate the anbject of 1nnd tenure in northern
Niperia and to advise as to the aystem which
should be adopted by pgovernment. The committee
which convened in londen in 1908 had the following
people as its members: Strachey, Temple, Charles
Oorr who was the Resident of Zarin Provinee, Sir
James Digrs 1a Tonche who was a former fovernor

of India, Morrison who was also a member of the
i —————

18. NNA¥K SMP 15/3, 377 A8 = l.it. Palmer te
Resident VY ano 724 llavember 1907.
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Tndia Council, Cox of the colonial oftice and
Wedpgewood who was o member of nwlinmcnt.1q
The views of some trading firms were nloo sourht,
These included the Niger Company, the Hritish
Cotton Growing Association and Wessrs John Molt
and Company of Tiverpool which 2ll had interests
in Northern Nineria.QO The Committee spent two
months deliberating on the issue., 1t used most
of the memoranda submitted by Girouard and the
other Regidents, Rased on the submissions and
sugpestions made to the Committee, it recommended
the nationalisation of land, This would be left
in the hands of the Crown throuph the High
Commissioner who would be the one to grant to
indiviauals the right of nger or lesae hased on
customary procedure, The celoninl policy on )Yand
tenure was contained in the lone and Halbive
Rifghts Proclamation No.3 of 1210, 1t atated
inter alin:

The whole of the land whether occupied

or unoccupied, is subject to the control

of the Government, He (the occupier)

has no lefal right to security of

possession: he cannot sell or mortgage

the land sn as to make secure title to

the purchnser or mortgapgeo, Nor does he

transmit 1ndefeasible title to hie hvirs.?1

19. NHAV ed., HY10? hReport of Lhe Narlhern Niperia
lL.anda Committee 19510,

20, Thid,

21, P.R.0, cd 5102 Suemnry of conclusions anud
proceedings,



165

The proclamation also noted that the colonial
government had the right to revcke the title

of any occupier for any ‘'pood cause', This

was defined as non pavment of taxes or dues,
voluntary alienation by sale or mortgage or even
transfer of possession without the consent of
the government., The title could also be revoked
if the land was reqguired by the government for

public purpoaea.22

This legislation was grounded in a
fundamental misunderstanding of pre-colonial land
tenure system., The committee conceived private
property as defined in the Roman law where the
owner had an absolute right to use and abuse,

The legislation, however, was arguaably the

single most important piece of legislation in

the history of colonial Northern Migeria in
general and Maska District in pnrtiCHlnr.23
This is because it in the first place took away

the right of ultimate title which the caliph and

the sarakunan Waska had on the lands of the

Sokoto Caliphate and vested it in the High

Commissioner, Governor or Lieutenant Governor as

22. 1bid para 72.

23. Michael Watts, op.cit, Pe199
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the case mirht be. Any of these was to hold
and administer the land 4o the people for their
own use in accordance with the native laws and
customs existing in the area where such land was
situnted. 1In other words the farmer's customnry
right to occupy and use a portion of the 1and of
his community was confirmed. The rationale
behind the nationalisation of the land in our
area of study was to enable the colonial povernment
collect taxes which (Girouard had noted earlier to
be in a mess, inconsistent, regressive and
arbitrary. It was also said to be paid largely by
peasant grain proincers and had generally

24

depenerated into a2 poll tax.™ TLand nationnlign—

tion was also aimed at developinsg colonial commerce,

Girouard had noted in this direction that it was

to:

esse Toster, develop and erncourage
trade by ensuring the prorress of
legitimate mercantile or arricaltaral
exploitation on the part ol the non-
natives, and ultimately enanre Bge
evolution nf stable government.,”

?4. Tbid. p.161

5. Cd 5102, Revort of the Northern Hiferia
Lands Committee 1910, p.?2Y.
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Another reason is that, the legislation
brought to an end the vision which lLunsard had of
creating a wage paving landlord clnss alongside
an agricultural wage labonrers and a pl:antation
economy. This was beecanse the raling elnss in
the area ol our siuay were trangformed into n

body whose interests were closely bound up with

the povernment. They beecame salaried officials,

Even though the control of land was vested
in the Governor, its alloecation and adminigtration

remained largely with the Sarkin Masgka and his

village heads in the case ol Maska District.

In Yact it could aven be said that it wns only

in theory that the colonial psoverament held the
land, In practiee it was in acenrdance with the
system of "indirect rulev nllpented and administered
by the Native Autaorities., The control which the
colonial povernment had over the lard was only
enforced when there was a project to be siled

-~

that would involve using a lavee portinn of land,©

s

Even then the land was obtained throngh the ;nrkin

Maskn and hia village heads in onr aren ol sliviye
Land wns also provided by them far the constraetion

of small projects an we shnll see below,

26. Tnpawa Tukur Reilo, op.cit. n.146
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Land Alienation

One of the previsions made in the land
proclamation of 1910, under which the colonial
government could revoke the title ol any occupier
was when the land was required by the povernment
for public purposrs. It was also under this
pretext that the colonial government acanired
larpe portions of land for its projects or tor
the use of merchant firms in our area of study
during the period o! ecolonial domination, A rood

example in which the Sarkin Naska was vsed to

acquire a large chunk of land was for Lhe
establishment of the Laudawa Farm. The Fmpire
ttotton Growing Cornoration applied for the use
of land to establish a cotton experimental and
seed multiplication centre, The Sarkin Kaska
was reaquested to ind a snitable land f'or such n
project. This wos found aroeuna handawn and the
Listrict Head of laska Distriet, the Emir of
Katsina and the lLirector of Apricnlture surveved
the area on 19th October 1925, A tota! of 24,2499
acres of land were acquired by the H.C.G.C.

throurh the active connivance of sarkin kaska.
27

The break down of ihe holding was as follows:

27. SNP 17 3080 1617 Vol.1, Empire Cotton
Growing Corporation Proposed P'arm Henr Funtua,
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C. of 0. 1390 52.89 acres (Residential)
C. of 0. 189 1200 "

C. of 0. 1391 230,75

C. of 0. 1726 27.27 * (Africultural)
C. of 0. 1727 193.64 "

C. of 0. 1728 541.0

It should be notedt that even Lelore Lhe K.C.0G.0,
got the land, ils representative made 11 clear
that he was strongly opposed in principle to the
excessive rates charged in the past for expro-
priation of native farms. He pointed out that
he was in favour »n! compensation for crops
actually disturbed only and not for the farm
itself as a cultivated site.28 Based on this
criteria the E.C.G.C. agreed to pay compensation
for only 1,314 acres for crops disturbed. As a
result of this only 19 people of Daudawa and
"askari villages were scheduled to be paid com=
pensation, It is doubtful, however, if this

compensation had got to the owners.29

From the table below, the hreak down of the

compensation could be seen.

28. NNAK Katprof 616 Empire Cotton Growing
Corporation Propoaed FParm Near Fontua,

?29. Group interview Taya 10/3/92. Henceforth
G.I .n.
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CONPENSATION O DAUDAWA 1,314 ACRES SITE

- Name of Warmer Town Area 1n  kExpropria-—
Acres tion.,
1. HNalado Tiand awn 54 x 30 19/~
2. K¥Kwankita " H6 x H0 30/~
3. llassan " H0 x 35 20/~
4. Labo " - 15/~
5« Madawakin
Paskari Faskari 16 £16.,0,0
6. Umma Madawaki " 1 £1.0.0
Te Asman Nandawa - 10/-
8. TNandina " A £4.,10,0
9. Abubakar "” 2 £2.0.0
10. Asmau b - 10 /-
11. Mmanyn " - b/~
12. Hullo " — 10/~
13. Tianajiya " 1 114 10.0
14, 'mma Vadawaki Faskari 1 £1.,0.0
15. Gnladiman
Paskari " - 10/-
16. Raran Tiavdawn 2 Fl.19.0
17. Yusa Loko " - 15 /-
18. Nansokoto " - 5/=
19. fero " 1 f1.5.0
Totnl £

Source: NNAY KATIHCE! 1 616 VYel,! BEmpire Cotton

firowing Corvoration Pronposed Farm Mear Muntun,
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It was also with the assistance of the Maska
District Head that the British Cotton Growing
Association (BCGA) eot 12.7 acres for the establish-
ment of its station in Maska District., The land was
given at an annual rent of £22 instead of the £30
being charged on the other Furopesn firms that had
also opened stations in our area cof study. This
preferential treatment was given to the B.C.G.A.
because the colonial government had pgreat hope of
getting cotton for the textile incustry in Britain
through this associntion, The site that was alienated
involved the expropriation of three tarms and 22
hvts, There were also some individually owned
dorowa trees which were 23 in number, The colonial

povernment in consultation with the Sarkin Maska

and the Emir of ¥Vatsina fixed the compensation for
the loss of each economic tree at 1. The total
compensation payable for the huts, farms and trees
wns only £45.10.0. The affected persons did not
ot the compenaation.3o
Apart from the B.C.G.A. there were about twenty
other colonial companies that were given land which
was approximately nine acres each to establish their

stations and conduct trade on behalf of the colonial

government. These firms included G.,R. QOllivant,

30, NNAK Katprof 78 - British Cotton Growing
Ascociation Ginnery at Funtua. Also interview with
Adamu Maizuga Maska 27/12/92. Herceforth A.M.M.
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John Holt, Lagos Stores, Ambrosini, S.C.0.A.,

Red Fearn, Tangalakis, Pe.7%e: eAeCoy CoaF.A0.,
John Walkden, Miller Brothers, African and Kastern
trade, Mandrides and logios, London and Kano,
London, Africa anc¢ (Qverseas, C. Zard, Niger

Company and Niger Prnperties.31

They occupied
the farms and houses of the people in Makera and
Funtua villages who were asked to move away frem
the area. Thece firms were later transfered te a
site near Dutsen FTeme where 18 new plots were
laid out. The area was said to be the farms of

the people in Dutsen heme and Funtua.32

There were al!so numerous {armers that lost
their farms when roads and railways were being
constructed in Maska District, 1In the case of
railway construction, about 22 were said to have
been affected, The colonial government paid
167 as compensation to the farmers on the railway

33

construction line. It would seem, however,
that the money never reached the {armers. Tt

was also the District Head of Maska that provided

31. NNAK Katprof 1/1/4 Maska District Note book,
NNA¥X Katprof 1245 - Katsina Division Annual Report
1919, 1921, 1924, NNAK Katprof 1018 - Katsins
Division Annuzl Heport 1323.

32. M.1.M. 26/2/92.

33, NNA¥ Katprofl 1286 Naska Tistrict Notes,
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101 acres of land for the establishment of the
Government Fadama Research Farm at Maska. The
choice of the area was in fact said to be the

hand work of the DListrict Head. He suggested

that Maska would be much more suitable. He also
informed the colonial government that there was

no need to pay the people that had farms in the area
any compensation as no crops were disturbed, The
farmers were, therefore, asked to vacate the

area without being paid anythinn.34

Another important area in which land was
alienated in our area of study was for the
creation of forest reserves, In 1929, for example,
the colonial government souprht land in Maska and
Danja Districts for the protection and reservation
of the once extensive Raplica rinifern Tukuruwa

35

trees, It was in accordance with this demand
that the Forestry Ordinance section 35 of Cap.95
was amended, The amendment gave the Native
Authorities in our area of study the right to
acquire land for the creation of a forest reserve

in their territories., The amended ordinance stated

that:

34, NNAK Katprof 3612 - Government Fadama
Research ¥Farm,

35. NNAK Katprof 2016 Vol.1 - Procedure for the
Constitution of N.A. Forest Reserves Instructions,
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It shall be lawful for a Native
Authority by order made with the
approval of the Governor, (a) to
constitute as a Native Administration
FPorest Reserve any land lying within
the area of its jurisaiction.

This ordinance therefore marde Sarkin Maska to

acquire a large portion of land for the protection
of Tukuruwa, The people that had farms there were
not given any compensation, There were also
several instances in which the Tistrict Head of
Maska was asked by the colonial government to
alienate some peoplets land without giving them
anything., This land was used in settling people,
A case in point was the village of Maigamji. The
village was said to have been founded with the
occupation of Maska area by the colonial forces.
The first inhabitants were the parents of Tanko
Tbrahim and Muhammadu Thrabhim, They cleared
enough land for their houses and their farms with
the permission of the Sarkin Maska. with time
more and more people acquired land in the village.

Towards the end of 1340's the Sarkin lMaska was

asked to settle some immigrants from Niger
Republic and other neighbouring districts at
Naigamji. The farms of Tanko and Nuhammadu were

confiscated at this time and given to these

36. Thid,
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immigrants to erect houses. They were told that they
were going to be paid compensation. When this

was not forthcoming, Tanko reported the matter

to the Secretary, Northern Provinces. The Secretary
sent a telegram to the District Officer at Katsina
asking him to investigate the matter. This was

referred to the Sarkin Maska who merely explained

to the District Officer through the Emir that the
persons who had the farms were extremely rich and
so there was no need to pay them, Hence no com—

pensation was given for the farms which were about

37

ten acres, Similarly some acres of land were
confiscated from some farmers in Maska town and

used to re-settle the people of Maska., The towvn

of Maska was said to be far from the major Zaria-
Funtua road and tre colonial government instructed
the District llead to acquire the farms at Mararrabar

38

Maska for such re-settlement. Tn the same vein
about 26 people at Yartabki were disnogsessed of

their farms on the order of the colonialists,

37. The immigrants were said to have moved into
the NDistrict becanse the land was richer and there
was better trade. NNAK Katprof 1258, Interview
with M.I.M. and Alhaji Muhammadu Bello Jabiri
24/4/92.

38. S.K.M. 27/12/92,
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No compensation wes paid.39 It was also the land
of the people in Maska District that were alienated
and used in the construction of the Government
Reserve Area (G,R.A.) at Funtua, the Hest Houses
at Dandume, Maska, Funtua and Kwatangiri, the
Native Court and Jock-up-cell at Funtua, the
veterinary clinic at Kwatangiri and the numerous
cotton markets in the district. It could be seen
from these examples that the claim made earlier

by the colonial government to give full protection
to the people of Maska District against the land

grabber and usnrer was fallacious,

The Sarkin Naska ana his village heads also

used the opportunity given to them to allocate
and administer the land in our area of study,

in depriving and confiscating peas:nats Laars,
This was done under the pretext of the ordinances
passed by the colenial povernment in our period
of study. One of such ordinances was ine rublic
Lard Apcquisiticn (rdinance of 1917 which gave
powers to the colonialists to acauire land either
by negotiation or compulsorily. This ordinance
wae by extensicn implemented by the Native

Authorities, There was also another Native

39. Group interview Ratarawa 18/2/92. Venceforth
GG.] .B.
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Authority Proclamation which gave the local
rulers the right to remove any farmer from the
use of his lend for criminal offences and
insubordination. This was enacted in 1929, This
was followed by another one in 1940 where the
District Head of Maska District was ordered to
give strangers any farm that was left uncultivated
for five years. Such a farm should be given to
strangers but not to be sold by the District
Head.4o The participation of these Native Authori-
ties in mixed farming which was introduced by the
colonial government in 1928 also made the Sarkin
Maska and his villape heads to dispossess
peasants of their londs, This was as a result of
the requirement 1lni¢ on lanu before a perscn could
be allowed to start it. The renuirement wns that
a mixed farmer shculd have a minimum of 20 acres
to proviue pgrazing and fodder all the year round
for his animals. At the time when mixed farming
was introduced in our area of stuuy only the
District Head and his village heads were allowed

41

to practice it. Hence this became an excuse

A0, NNAK Katprof 2647 Emir of Katsina
ITnstructions to Distriet Heads anu Qthers,

41. ¥atna 1212 W. 235 Mixed FTarming Rules
Legislation, Poliey and Tnstruction, SNP 17/11
703 vol.1 - Agricenltural Policy in Nerthern
Provinces,
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for them to confiscate the people's farms and
incorporate them inte their own. The Sarkin

Maska was saild to have acquired his farm sha kallo
in this way. Several farms belonging to the

pecple of the district were incorporated without
payment. In 1928, UImaru of Rodo lodged a complaint
against the Nistrict Head for taking his farms

from him in the previous year. The farm was given
to the complainant in 1926, When it was seized

and incorporated into sha kallo the owner moved
away and cleared a new farm not very far away from
the first one. This new farm was alsoc taken by

the District Head, The colonial government did

not take any action against the District Hnad.dz

There were alao numerous instances of such
land cenfiscation in our area of study which
was perpetrated by the village heads. 1In 1921
the village head of Dandume seized the farms of
Ladan Dandume and Tsa. He gave them to Jaki who
was his relation. He also aliennted the farm of

43

Jibo and gave it te Geri in 1922, Similarly

the village head of Bakari seized the farm of

42, NNAK Katprof 1823 Maska District lead
Complaint Against. Also interview with S5.B.G. 19/5/92

A3. NNAK Katprof 1811 - Maska District General
lHeport, NNAK Katorof 158K Maska Distriect lie-
assesasment nt 1923-24.,
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Halidu Gobirawa and sold it to Jiba at the rate
of 50 shillings., The owner reported the matter

to the Sarkin Maska and when nothing was done,

he went to the Emir of Katsina and reported¢ to

him, The Emir instructed the Sarkin Maska to

ensure that the farm was returned to the owner.
44

This was not done however. The same village
head was said to have seized the farm of lLiman
Muhammadu which was located in Unguwar Sarkin

Filani, The farm was seized because the owner

45

was a friend of the ex-madaki, In the same
vein, the Galadiman Maska seized the farms of
Sarkin Zango, Gagarau, Gambo, Useini and

Tankon Buzu in the period 1920-23, These were
either given to relations or other people in
return for a token of money., The village head
of Funtua also drove out ‘many householders of
their houses and farms just because he was

asked to drive out undesirables that were in

the village. He sold their farms and houses and

46

kept the money to himself, This same village

head converted to hiz own use the farms of

44. -lbiu.
45, NNAK Katprof 1811

46, NNAK Katprof 12866 - Maska District Notes on.
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guinea-corn, potatoes, cotton, cocoyam, groundnut
and twenty bundles of millet belonging to Audu

of Gwamruwa who diea in 1927. The farm andé¢ the
crops were said to have been kept in his custody
before the relatives of the deceased were contacted

a7 Similarly Thrahim llnguwar

who were at Ingawa.
usa Funtua was driven out of a house which he
had stayed in for four years by the same village
head in 1929, He sold the house at the rate of
32 shillings and the farm at the cost of 29
shillings. The money was cornered by the Magajii

and Sarkin Maska.48

Of particular note was a case in which the
Sarkin Noman Funtun, Bawa complnined to the colonial

government that Sarkin Maska had sold his farm

which he had farmea for 38 years at the coct of
£3 to a man called Mani. Bawa packed from Makera
to a house in Funtua which he had bought to resiae
in during the dry season. This was because there
was little to do in the farms. It was after he

had left that the village head of Makera colluded

47, 1Ibid,
48. 1bid.
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with the Sarkin Maska and sold the farm. He

reported the matter to Sarkin Xatsina but nothing

was done, He even lodged his complaint with the
District Officer but was dismissed by him as

being not quite right in the head anc his claims

against Sarkin Maska as unjustified. The complainant
then decided to report the matter to the Secretary

of Northern Provinces in Kaduna. When Sarkin

Maska heard about his intention, he called the
complainant and gave him ten bundles of millet

and five bags of pepper. Ie pleaded with the man

not to report the matter as his farm would be
returned to him after the harvest., This was,
however, not done and the man took his case to
Kaduna, Nothing was done by the Colonial sovernment
to ensure that the man got hia farm bnnk.4q
Similarly in the 1950's Bello of Kaura Dan Alasan
was driven from his farm by his village hend
without any reason. This was given to Jibril of
the same villare who paid the village head 30
shillinﬂs.BO

From all these examples one could see the

extent to which the Native Authorities in Maska

A9, NNAK ¥Katprof 1823 — Maska bistrict Head
Complaint Against. Also Katna 242, Vol.l1.

50. NNAK Katprof. 18511,
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District used the power given to them over land to
oppress their people. They resorted to alienation
and outright confiscation for their selfish aims,
It could alsc be seen that the colonial government
made no attempt whatsoever to protect the poor
people from the local land pgrabbers and usurers,
This could especinlly be noted from the way they

handled the cases taken to them on land seizure,

The Impact of Land Policies on the People

Lugard®'s attempt to recognise the power of
the indigenous ruling class in our area of study
and maintain their loyalty to the colonial state
by creating a landed aristocracy did not materia-
lise. 1Instead, these rulers were maintained as
state funectionaries while the whole lund in the
district was pnt under the control of the
Governor. This wns brought about by the coloninl
legislation on land of 1910. Similarly the way
was blocked to the development of an extensive
foreipn owned plantation system as was established
in other British colonies like Kenya, Rhodesia
and South Africa, This preserved the land to the
farmers under certain conditions and allowed
for the pre-dominance of merchnnt firms in Naska

Mistrict. The rural farmers were also transformed
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into a peasantry rather than wage earning
agricultaral labourers as envisagred by ILugard.
Similarly the basis of the state power which was
formerly derived from the occupation of our area

of study, also shifted to the control over land,

Such control over land which was vested in
the colonial government and was left with the
Native Authorities, resulted in massive land
alienation and confiscation. This was however
part of the device to make cheap labour available
for colonial projects anu tin mining. The dis-
possessed peasants were left with only their labour
to sell so as to pay coionial taxes. This
affected agricultural production and was partly
responsible for the outbreak of the major famines
that took place in the distriet durings the period
of our study, The colonial government was
however, able to control and regulate the
establishment of commercial enterprises in our
area of study. This was in view of the fact that
it wns the only one that could issue certificates

of occupancy.
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Conclusion

We have in this chapter examined the role
played by the Native Authorities of Maska District
in colonial land policies. Our discussion on land
was oredicnted on it being central to every
goci=tvy, Ye have first looked at the pre-colonial
land tenure gystem in the Maska area with special
reference to the 19th century. We have seen that
land was owned by the muslim community. 1Its
control and administration was however vested in

the Sarkin Mecka, his council and villape heads

on behalf of the caliph. By the end of the 19th
century land had acquired commercial value and could
be sold, transfered and inherited as a private
property. This chapter had also shown how this
land btenure system was transformed so that the
ccntrol of the land in our area of study was
vested in the Governor but its allocation and
administration was just like before lef't with the
Nztive Authorities. This was meant to assist the
colonial government collect taxes and boost
celonial trade. e have furthermore seen how the

colonialists used the Sarkin Maska and his village

heads to acquire lerge tracts of land for their
projects and merchant firms, The Native Anthori-

ties themselves also nsed the opportunity to seize
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the lan¢ of the people under the guise of
colonia: ordinances and mixed farming, Our discu-
ssion ia rounded up with an examination of the
impact of colonial policies on the pecple, We
showed how the legislation of 1910 changed the
attempt made by Lugard to create a landlord and
a labouring class. This blocked the way for the
establishment of a plantation eccnomy. Rather
the peonle of the district were allowed to till
their farms under the conditions that they did
not alienate the land and they paid their taxes,
The policy also left many people of the district
withoutl any land to till ana hence turned them

into seasonal labenrers.
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CHAPTER FIVE

AGHRICULTURE AND TRADE

Introduction

The aim of this chapter is to discuss the
role played by the Native Authorities of Maska
District in colonial agriculture and trade.

This is significant because the thrust of the colonial
economy in our area of study was the production
of raw materials and consumption of manufactured
goods. It is also important in view of the
claims being made Yy the vent-for-surplus model
theorists, as discussed belnw, that the Native
Authority system did not play any role in the
colonial economy., We shall show that the Hative
Authorities in Maska District as part of the
colonial state were made to play an active role
in the exploitation of the human and natural
resources in our area of study. The colonial
policies on agriculture and trade which were
executed by these Hative Authorities led to the
decline of pre-colonial agricultural production,
manufacturing industries and local trade,

Export Crop prodaction was introduced in their

place, We are also going to examine the various
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ways in which the colonial state promoted
agricultural production through its Department of
Agriculture, the british Cotton Growing Corporation,
the establishment of a ginnery, the Empire Cotton
Growing Corporation and the merchant firms that

operated in our area of study. We shall also see

but they also participated in the exercise and

benefitted from it, This was largely because they
were left with the implementation of colonial
policies on agricultural production at the grass

root level.

Colonial Policy on Agriculture

The British colonial policy on agriculture
was largely determined by the guestion of land
tenure discussed in the previous chapter., The
colonialists believed that for any efficient system
of agriculture there has to be a satisfactory
system of land tenur‘e.1 It was for this reason

that Girouard tried to settle the issue of land

1. SNF 17 Vol.IIl 11,703 - Agricultural Policy
in Northern Province.
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tenure nn his assumption of office., The deliberations
of the committee that looked into the matter were
influenced by many bodies among wnom were merchant
firms such as B,C,G,.A. and John Holt, B.C.G,A.
had specifically tried plantation agriculture in
the period 1904 tec 1909, This was in Southern
Nigeria, The trial, however, was not successful
due largely to the incidence of boll worm attack and
cotton blight. This was despite the fact tuat so
much money was spent there.2 As a body shouldered
with the responsibility of finding new sources of
cotton for the British textiles, they realized that
plantation agriculture was not the best for the
country. Rather cotton growing could best be
developed in Nigeria by encouraging small scale
farming. OSmall scale farming was also seen as the
cheapest way to exploit the human and natural
resources of the colony. It was partly for this
reason that the land and Native Ripghts Proclamation
adopted the view that the peasants should be left

with their lands and let them farm it themselves,

2. Cowley, C.J.,"Development of the Cotton
Growing Industry in Nigeria," Empire Cotton
Crowing Review Vol. XLIII July 1966 lo.3 pp.169-195,
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In other words the colonial government adopted
peasant agriculture instead of plentation
agriculture which Lugard had wanted to introduce.
Peasant agriculture was alsc in accordance with
the British colonial policy of "indirect rule,"
The colonialists counsidered that it was only
through this form of agriculture that the farmers
could be made to adjust to price fluctuations so
that they would always be the loosers.3 This,
however, allowed the colonial government o
interfere in the working of the economy through
the provision of seed and ginning facilities as well
as buying and disposing of the produce through

L

their representative companies, It was this form
of agriculture that was used in our area of study

throughout the colonial period.

The Native Authority System and Agricultural Froduction

The vent for surplus theorists have argued
that the Native Authority system did not play any
role in the colonial economy. They argued that the

economy was propelled by free macket forces or

3. HKeuben, K. Udol:, "iritish Policy and the
Development of Esport Crope in Nigeria," in
Niperian Journal of Fconomic ano Social Studies
Vol.9 lo.3, Hovember 1968 pp.299-314.

e Robert U. Johnsrud, A. Decade of Nigerian Cotton
1949-1958, The iigerian Geographigal Journal Vol,3

L. _— Al . s
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laissez faire. They furthermore insisted thnat
it was the demand of raw materials in the world
market as well as the provision of incentive
goods that were responsible for the growth of

5 Hopkins and Carl Eicher

the colonial econnomy.
have specifically argued that it was only after
1945 that the colonial state started intervening
in the natural workings of the open economy,

This intervention according to them manifested
itself in a deliberate government planning,
sweeping re-organisation of the market structure,
the introduction of Marketing Dooards and the
inauguration of sustained government bioloypical
research for all the major export crops and a

7

few of the food crops such as maize. To these
scholars the period between 1903 to 1945 was

characterized by the maintenance of law and order

5. For more on these views see Hla Myint, The
Classical Theory of International Trade and the
Underdeveloped Countries, Economic Journal 68,

June 1958, See also the Collection in R,.E. Caves

and H,G., Johnson (eds), Readings in International
Economics Homewood II1I, K.D. lrwin 19CH, and

Lconomic Growth in Nigeria. llomewood 1I1, R.L,

Irwin 1966b. See also the collection in Carl K.
Eicher and Carl Liedholm (eds) Growth and Development
of the Nkigerian Economy, Michigan State University
Press 1970. Other GScholars who held this view

are G.K, Helleiner - Peasant Agricul ture, Government
and Economic Growth in Nigeria Richard D. Irwin lnc.
Homewcod Illinois 1966, Alan kclPhee, The kEconomic
itevolution in Vvest Africa London 1926, Jan liogencern -
vigerian Groundnut Lxports: Urigins and darly
Development, A.b.J., Zaria 1970, Peter hilby =
Inidnstrialisatjor in an Opew Beconomy OUP London 1969,
A.GC. bopkins - An_kconomic History of west Africa
London 1973 and Tom Forrest, sgricultural Policies in
Nigeria 1900-1970, in Judith Hayers et al (eds)

Rural Development in Africa, Macanillan 1981,
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laissez taire ard foreign trade. 3Sara Berry and

Carl Liedholm noted that within this interval:

The government played a conservative
and essentially passive role in the
economy, except for a few major outlays
on transportation facilities, the
colonial regime devoted itself to
balancing the budget and trying not

to interfere with the market system.®

It would seem however that these views as
expressed by the advocates of this theory are far
from the truth., The Native Authority system was
crucial to the expansion and growth of the colonial
economy, This was especially true in the area of
export crop production such as cotton which became
the major export crop in MHaska District. One
way in which the colonial state ensured the
proauction of cotton was through its policy on

taxation, As we shall see in the next chnapter

6. See Hopkins, op.cit chapter five, Carl K.
Eicher - The Dynamics of Long Term Agricultural
Development in Nigeria" in Carl K. Eicher and
Carl Liedholm (eds) op.cit. pp.6-15.

7. Carl, K. Eicher, Ibid.

8, Gara Berry, and Carl Liedholm, Performance
of the MNigerian kconomy 1950-62 in Carl K, Eicher
and Carl Liedholm (edsg, op.,cit. p.67
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the pecple could only get the money to pay taxes
by going into export crop production, The
increacing rate of these taxes, the way they were
assessed, collected and the extortion of the
Native Authorities all forced people to go into

export crop production,

There was also the use of propaganda. As
early as 1910 the Governor of Worthern Nigeria
reported to the colonial office that he was using
his administrative staff to propogate cotton
production in our area of study and, indeed the
whole of Northern iHigeria, Iile noted that strenuous
efforts were being made to encourapge the natives

to grow cotton on 2 large scale;

My officers will do all they can to
open the eyes of the chiefs and people
as to the advantages and probably
profits of growing cotton, and I
believe attention will be paid to
their advice.9

In our own area of study this propaganda was actually

carried out by the Sarkin Maska and his village

heads. In 1911 a B.C.G,A. official toured Maska

9. MNorthern Nigeria Report 1910-1911 p.8
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District and explained to Sarkin Maska and his

village heads the advantage of pgrowing cotton.
They in turn instructed all adult males to clear
and plant at least one acre of cotton. The
information was r=aid to have been disseminated

10

by town criers masu shela. This was how the

people of the district were first introduced to
export crop production, As a result of this
propaganda a totzl of 81,848 pounds of cotton was
produced in that year., This rose to 1,273,000

pounds of cotton in 1912.11

The iNative suthorities in iaska District
were also the ones used to distribute cotton seed
to the farmers. Dbefore the establishment of a
ginnery in our area of study the seed was brought

from Zaria, FEach year the Sarkin laska was

requested to dispatch people to go and bring the
seed. This was carried on donkeys., When it was
brought the District llead distributed it to the
village heads who in turn shared it among their

people.12 In 1911 250 sacks were distributed in

10. NNAK Katprof 1893 - Katsina Division
Quarterly Report Sept, 1911, Cowley, E.J. op.cit.
NNAK Katprof 1214,

11. DNNAK Katprof - Katsina Division Reports
1912.

12. A.K.B. 24/h/e2.
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the district. 'S In 1921 about 146,327 lbs weight
of cotton seed was distributed to the farmers in
our area of study. By 1922 this had risen to
263,486 1bs of cotton seed.1h The increase in
the quantity of seed distributed also had a
bearing on the cotton produced. In 1923 for
example the B.G.G.A. bought cotten worth 2,900,000
lbs from Maska District alone. This rose to

2,997,293 1bs in 1924 aud 6,941 tons in 1925.15

As early as 1917 a Eritish colonial official
on tour, Chaytor, reported that cotton had equalled
half the staple of guinea corn throughout the

district.16

By 1923 there were said to be about
10,507 farms of cotton under cultivation in Maska
District. In fact nearly every man in the
district was said to have grown cotton. ! 1In 1925
the colonial government officially declared Maska
and other Southern Districts as "American Cotton

Growing ﬁrea.“18 This was also achieved through

13. NRNAK Katprof - Katsina Division ieports
1912,

15. NNAK Katprof. 1213,

16. Katprof SNP 10,1917 - Assistant D.u,
Chaytors Assessment Report for Maska District.

17. HNAK Katprof 16586 - Maska District Reassessment
of.

18. Hull, R,%. "'he Development of Administration

in Katcxna Emirate morthorn nipprla 1&67-19uu"1n D.
MMi=sis Columbia dnivaprsity 190¢ p.311
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the active assistance of the Native Authorities

in Maska District. Up to 1917 the people of the
district had not abandoned the planting of the

indigenous variety of cotton bagwandara. In fact

it was being planted alongside the Allen Strain
and was used in the local textile and weaving
industries.19 In 1918 the cclonial government
took drastic measures to stop the planting of
local cotton. This followed the introduction

of the improved American Allen Cotton Seed into
the district in 1916. A Native Authority rule
was drawn which forbade native Cotton to be
grown in any district where foreign cotton was
distributed, The rule also required each farmer
to dig up and burn all the old roots before the
next riins come in order to preveut the spread
of disease. Similarly cotton farmers were warned
against mixing foreign and native cotton. Any
person found committing any of these offences
was liable on a first conviction to a fine of
five shillings or to seven days imprisonment,

on a secend conviction to a fine of ten shillings

19. NHAK Katprof 1u25,
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or fourteen days imprisonment and for subsequent

offerces to a fine of £1 or to one month imprison-

ment.zo The Sarkin Maska and his villape heads

were instructed to ensure that farmers did not
break the rules and if they did they were given

appropriate punishment in the Native Court.

Apert from cotton, the next crop that was
propagated was groundnut. This was however, not
up to the extent at which cotton was propagated.
This was basically because the soil in the district
was not suitable for groundnut producticen. It
was rather too heavy for its production. There
was, however, one particular year in our period
of study when the people of the district were
called upon to cultivate grounanuts, This was

in 1943, The Sarkin hMaska was asked to prevail

upon his people to grow at least two rows of it.
The Native Authority at Katsina produced posters
which were pzsted in every villapge of the district,

On the posters was an inscription which read

Gyada Tushen Arziki, Jama'a ku yi noman gyada

(Groundnut is the nource of riches, people you

20. SUP 10/413 P/1920 No.111. NNAK Katprof
1586, NAK Katprof 1568, A.bL.F. 19/9/92.
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better plant groundnut). The Sarkin liaska

was said to have used his town criers and village
heads in appealing to pecple to grow groundnut,
The village heads even threatened to imprison
any farmer that refused to comply. The District
Head furthermore fnsked some local singers to

sing in praise of the crop and the benefits of
its production so that people could plant it,
Mamman Shata Funtu=, Danake Unguwar (Geri, Jsale
Nanaye Maigamji and Sajen Sama Funtua were some
of the praise sin;ers that were used. This
propaganda led to a large increase in pgroundnut
acreage in the district. It was unfortunate that
this campaign and the peoples' response to it did
not result in having high yields, The failure

of groundnuts in that particular year was said

to have affected farmers seriously. Most of

thiem resorted to selling their grains to pay
taxes as the export crop had failed them. This
sitnation was partly respensible for the out-

breank of the famine in 19&&.21

21, m.B.S. 24/ /92, Also SHP 17, Katsina
Province Annual Heport 1943, RHAK Katprofl
267 Instructions to District ileads.
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Attempts were also made by the colonial

government to beoost Lhe production of rubber

through the Sarkin Maska and his village heads,

The rubber was extracted from the numerous gomji
trees that were available in the district. HMost

of the tapped rubber was sold to the lkuropean

firms based at Funtua in 1929.22 By 1230 a
representative company by the name of Chicle
Development Company {U.5.A,) surveyed Maska District
and other areas in Southern Katsina, Kano and
Sokoto Provinces. It inspected the gamji trees

and explained how it could be tapped by tue people.
Many people from our area were said to have taken
to its production. The bulk of the rubber was
bousht by the United African Company (V.Ah.C.),

From 1936 about 50 tons of this comwodity was

23

being exported annually. There were however
problems that hindered the continuous production
of this commodity from Maska bDistrict, These
problems were that of the difficulty faced in its
extraction, the slump in the world market and the

too much emphasis placed on cotton production in

the district.

22. HNHAK Katprof 1586,

73,  WlAK Katprof 15H6G,
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It would be clear by now that cotton
remained the dominant export crop throughout
the period of colonial dominastion in FHaska
District. From 122} onwards one third of tne
cultivated area in the district was used in
cotton production.zh In 1939-}40 cotton season
a total of 2,16} tonnes were produced in Maska
District. By 194}j=4,5 searon this had reached
2,337 tonnes. In 1946-47 scason };,013 tonnes
were produced, This was followed by 3,184 tonnes
in 1946-47 season; 2,754 Lonunes in 1947-48 season
and 2,504 tonnes in the 1950-%1 seasun.25 By
1957=-58 season the amount produced in the
district alone was 31,202 bales of cotton,2°
The production and export of agricultural raw
materials and other commodities was accompoznied
by massive importation of consumer goods. These
included soap, metal ware, picycles, kerosine,

salt, cigarattes and European cotton goods.

2. 1bid,

25. ONP 17, 10, 179 vol,11 - American Cotton
Buying Stations Gazetting of under Agricultural
Ordinance 1916,

26. The Story of B,C,G.A., - hNorthern Region
self Government Exhibition 19%9,



200

The goods were sold by the merchant firms that
boucht the raw materials. Hence Increase in
agricultural production was brougnt about by
the active role of the Hative Authority system
in the economy. This manifested itself at the
grass root level through the use of the Jarkin
lMaska to collact taxes, campaign for cotton,
groundnut and rubber production, distribution
of seeds and the general enforcement of Native
Authority laws as they affected agricultural

production,

In the case of cotton production particularly,
the Northern fligerian Gazzette was used to
encourage its production in our area. An
officinl of the Department of Agriculture had
noted that this had a moral effect by creating
an impression on the type of crop that the colonial
government expected them to grow. In our area
of study it was cotton in preference to other
CPOPS.E? These Gazzettes were mostly read by
the UBritish officials includin; tne Assistant

District Officer attached to laska District., This

27. Northern Nigeria Gazzette Leptember 30
1910 p, 220,
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made him to put pressure on the Jarkin Maska

and his village heads to make their people go
into export crop production - especially that of

cotton.

The rate at which export crup production was
proroted in our area of study affected tne
trade in the local markets., 1t also affccted
all other economic activities and in fact led
to their decline. Colonial tax policies were
to especially discourage people from participating
in these activities. The tax on various trades
and ocrcupations al'adu as well as the caravan
tolls both hindered people from manufacturing
and enpgaging in trade. The weaving «rd dyeing
industries declined. Their products could no
longer be obtained in sufficient guantity as
articles of trade in both the internal and
external trade. In the pre-colonial period
there was in almost all the villages of the
Maska area a local market that was held once or
twice in a week.28 But by 1930 there were only

ten of such markets in the whole district.

28, S5.K.M. 29/12/92.
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These included Maska, Magajin Wando, Funtua,
Dandume, Gumje, Duya, Mahuta, Mairuwa, Gwaya
and Girga.29 The colonial government asked the
Sarkin Maska and his village heads to ccllect
tolls in all the markets located in tue district.
This wes paid through the kings of markets

Barakunan kasuwa appointed by the District iead

and village heads.30 C.V. Pegge who toured the

district in 1930 observed that

Although Magajin wando and Maska were
formerly large markets being situated
on the old trading route, they are now
of secondary importance. In fact Haska
is the only market in the district
which is held only once s week, and

I think this fact is sijnificant of the
detrimental effect on trade of the
market toll system,3!

By 1935 there were only eight local markets
in Maska District, These included Dandume held
on Mondays and Fridays, Duya held on Tuesdays
and Fridays, llahuta held on Tuesdays and lridays,

Mairuwa held on Sundays and Wednesdays, Gwaya

29, NNAK Katprof 1286 Maska District Notes on,
30, Ibid.

31. 1bid,
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held on Vednesdays and Saturdays and Tafoki which
was held on Saturdays and Tuesdays.32 Unly

Funtua and Maska had Sarakunazn Kasuwa. Kkuloni

Basheri was appointed since 132C as the head of
the market at Funtua on a salary of 20 shillings

per montii while Dabo was the Sarkin nasuwa for

Maska since 1930. ile was placed on a salary of
£1 per month.33 This local trade continued to
decline throughout our period. It could be
seen from our discussion above tihmt it was the
colonial state through the Native Aautnorities
that led to the decline of local trade. This
was achieved through the imposition of caravan
tolls on tue markets which hindered the movement
of people from one area to the other. This was
also partly achieved through the importation of
incentive poods' or consumer pgoods which
flooded the markets, These policies paved way
for the operation of the colonial economy. nS
we shall see in the following papges also, it

was the state that supported the B,C.G.a in its

32. NAE Katprof 1/1/l Maska Diatrict Hote
book.

33. Ihid., Interview with [branim Natiti
viaska 27/12/92.
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atteapt to boost cotton production in our area
of study. It also establiched tue Empire cotton
urowing Corporation for thne same purpose wiiich
opened the Daudawa Cotton Leed (uliiplication
and Experimentation Centre. Similarly support
was given to merchant firms then operating in
the district as they engaged in cotton trade.
This will further go on to disprove the claims
of the vent for surplus theorists as regards to
the role of the Hative Authority system in the

colonial economy.

The Formation of the B.C.G.A.

Before 1900 the Lanchashire Textile industry
in Britain depended largely on nmerica for its
cotton supplies. This amounted to four million
balr.-s.3l+ The industry was at this time the
largest manufacturing industry in Sritain, It
was producing one-third of British exports in

35

cotton goods, By 1900, however, it hecame

34. Cowley, E.J. op.,cit, The Story of B.C.U.A.
op.cit,

35. Hogendorn, J.4. The Urigins of the Groundnug
Trade in Northern Nigeria, ih.D. Thesis rLondon,
1966, p.4b.
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clear that Britain would no longer pet its cotton
from America, This was as a result of an infamous
boll weevil plague that hit the cotton planta-
tions there and affected its production, The
little that was produced was consumed by the
American mills, This affected cotton mills in
Britain as well as the others in the rest of the
world. About 700 mills in Europe had to work
on a short time due to this shortage of cotton.36
Their financial losses was up to two million
pounds sterling per annum, It was this situation
that led to the formation of B.C.G.A. in 1902,
Its formation was necessitated by the British
attempt to protect her mills from total
distintegration throuxh finding an alternative
source of cotton for its mill wituin the Hritish
Empire. It was given a royal charter in 1904
and incorporated as a commercial body in the same

year,

Having failed woefully with plantation
apgriculture in the towns of Leckoja, abeokuta,
Ibadan, Owo, Oyo, Eruwa, lMoko, Jhonga, Uboho,
Ilushi and Onitsha, the colonialists cettled

for peasant ngrivqlture.37 The focus then

36, Cowley, E.J. op.cit.
37. 1bid,
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shifted to lorthern Nigeria, Before this time
many reports had reached the colonial office about
the potentiality of the area in cotton production,

One report expressed that:

Northern Nigeria at some future date
will be able to supply the whole of the
requirements of Great britain and to
leave an equal quantity over for the
other cotton consuming countries,39

Another report declared that once the fly belt

near the river was passed ... cotton would be

grown under exactly the same conditions as it

was grown under on such a great scale in umerica.39
The B,C,G.A, then championed the campaipn for
the construction of a railway that would open

up the area for exploitation. uinston Churchill
becaine the B.C.G.A.'s Principal Parliamentary
supporter and argued on their behalf, 'This
resulted into the construction of the Baro-Kano
railway line in 1807 which was completed in 1911,
The rail reached Zarin in 1910 ind the L. C.U.A,

opened its headquarters there in 1912, |\ ginnery

38, Cited in L., torel, higerin: Its Feonles
and Tts Problems Frank Cass & Co Ltd. 1948,
p;‘c :‘: :"\-:‘\?3.

39, Ihid,
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was also built and opened in the same year.

An Agricultural Department was opened and a
station was set up at Maigana in Jaris PFrovince,
It started with experimentation on fertilisers,
seed distributicn, finding out the best cobtton
producing districts around snd generally persuading
farmers to grow cotton, 1t was from Zaria that
the B,C.G,A., got to Maska District in 1911, It
operied a station at Maska town in the same year
and hired people to serve as its agents in
cotton trade. DBy 1917 there were about ten such
agents of African oririn employed as its buying

agents in runtua station that was opened in 1912,

EUYING AGENTS AT THE FURTUs BIYTIHG POST

' 1918
Name Origin Cowsodibio: Dousht
Fartins Togo Cottirn, hiides and Croudnuts
Infon sierra Leone . L " L
Mahoamman Yansalako whydah Y " L Ll
oail Zaria " ” " "
Ammoani Zinder L " " "
sile LLagos " " u "
swufai Lajos i " " "
Alapidi Urbmnoasno Cotton
Zarba Fruntua r
Basharu Jokoto .

Source; NMIAK Keatprof 1244 - Latsina bLivizion annual
Report 1918,



208

The cormodities that were bourhit were
carried on lorries to Zaria where the ginnery
and rail line was. [Irom the time when B.C.uan.
was formed up to 1922, it acted as the sole
purchaser and exporter of cotton on benalf ol the
colonial governmnent, The other merchant firms
that were trading in the district were incorporated
into its buying network on commission basis.
In 1922 cotton was thrown open to the merchant
firms to buy Jjust like tiie other prOdJce.hO In
1649 the kigerian Cotton Marketing Board (N.C.H.B)
took over all arranvement for baying tue cotton
crop. 1t was this sonprd that sppointed the
merchant firms to serve as its Licensed Cuying
agents (L.B.A.). It also announced tlie prices
for the different grades of cotten, oSimilarly
it was tnis Board tnut determined tlie markets
from which the agents coulu buy cotton. 1t 4ls0
took care of selling the 1int cotton on worlu
market througn the Licerian I'roduce Marketing
Company. The B.C.G. A, was under the uné

arrangenent only left to serve us the Board's

40. Tom Forrest, m,rricultural Pelicy in
Nijeria 1902-1945" in G. williams, V. loberts
and J. Hayers (eds) Lural Development in
Trgpical “frica, Lonlon kacnillan 1931 pp.02-
250,
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ginning agent. It also engaged in seed
distribution over a wide arua.h1 In 1326 a
ginnery was opened at Funtua in ilaska District.
This was due to the rate at which export crop
production was exp-anding.hz Cotton could be
said to have been grown under 2 great scale in
Maska District that could not be matcned by any
other district in MNorthern kigeria. The HNanager
of the B.C.G.A., himself acknowleded this fact in

one of his reports.h3

The Role of Farm Centres

The Daudawa farm centre was established in
1926 by the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation
(E.C.G.C,). The E.C.G.C. itself was formed in
1921 in the United Kingdom to extend and promote
the growing «na cultivation of cotton in tne
British Empire.“h The basic principle that

informed its formation was the view that:

41. The Story of B.U.U.he, op.cit.

2. NNAK Katprof 1745, HNNAK 78-hritish Cotton
Growing Association Ginnery at Funtua,

3. P.R.U. C.O. 879/106/953 Fiece 3.

hl. SHP 17 3080 17617 Vol. 1-Empire Lotton
arowing Corporations snee faprm at Dandawa,
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If a cotton crop grown by small holders
is to be improved or even maintained at
a high level of quality in regard to the
quality of the fibre (as distinct from
grade) it is essential that improved
strains should continually be selected,
tasted and multiplied year by yeur so
that better seed is continually becoming
available in sufticient gquantity to
replace the existing seed of the ordinary
commercial crop.45

The Daudawa farm was establiched to serve this
purpose of cotton experimentation and seed
multiplication, It played a crucial role in the
agricultural production of Maska District,

After the farm was established the Director of
Agriculture invited what he reterred to as

"good class farmers" to grow cotton under the
supervision of the corporation. These farmers
were drawn trom Kogo Uistricthe and given 15
acres each at a rent of % of their annual produce.
This was paid in kind. They were also siven
another holding to farm tor the corporation,

The main ecrop that was [ lanted was cotton with

an acreage of apout };63.5j0. The tarm was divided

into two., There was a home tarm of 300-400 acres

5. Ibid.

6. Northern Liigeria Agriculture station
iteports 1942 - 195%/56 Vol,1 Fart 1 (hatsina).
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and the noldings of the settler farmers which

was about 500 acres. The home tarmm was cultivated
with the help of labourers wiio were paid wages.
They were made to stay in a labour camp constructed
around the centre. The holdings were cultivated
by the settlers who numbered up to 50 at the
beginning. They were provided with balls and
ploughs and were given expert advice on how to
till their holdings. Apart from cotton there were
other crops that were grown. These included beans,
millet, guinea corn, groundnuts, maize, silage,
rice etc. There was also livestock production

and piggery. But as wve have said earlier the
primary function of the rarm w=S to experiment

on all new seeds that were introduced and see
whether they could vbe grown in our area Ot stulYy.
It they could oe grown then the tarm had its
secona iunction ot multiplyiug the sceas 10r une
use of the tarmers 1n Maska pistrict nnd beyond.
For every new seed tnat was brought especlally
that of cotton it had to pass through seven
sucressful stages as part of its experimentation

L7

and multiplication. The stages were as follows:

47. Ibid.
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TABLE 5 : 2

e —

STAGES IN THE EXPERIFELJATION AND WULPI=
PLICATIOR OF COTTUN SEED AT 1L DAUD.WA

FARM

Year Stage hAcres Grown Area uUrown

1st Year O 6-7 acres Goverrmeni, farm bDaudawa
2nd " 1 100-140 * " " "

Ard " 2 600 /cres baudawa oSettlers
Lth » 3 2,500 " Villages Around

Sth » L 10,000 v Maska District

6th " 5 40,000 " More Districts

7th v 6 160,000 " most of Southern Katsina

Mhe Allen variety and the 26c strain were
experimented and multiplied in this way, The 26c
strain was for evample said to be in stage 3 by
1947 and it was being purchased by the Katsina
Native Administration at a specinl Daudawa cotton
market. This was for distribution in other parts
LE

of the bmirate, The farm was said to be

producing 75 tons of seed cottorn annually which

was capable of planting 7,500 acrcn.hj By 1947

8, Ibid,

h9. Ibid.
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the whole of lorthern Nigeria was said to be
relying on the Daudawa farm for its seed
requirements. In the 19,46-47 crop seison, 1,027
tons of seed were sent to other provinces for
planting, In the 1947-48 crop season, 2,000 tons
were produced for other provinces.so One of the

provincial reports noted that

Daudawa farm and the mixed farmer
settlers who now farm half of the
original farm, are performing a
valuable function to Katsina camirate
and all the Northern cotton Growing
area, in the multiplication of
improved strains of cotton,5?

Another report described the farm as valuable

52

for agricultural deveiopment in Jouthern Ratsina,

The bDaudawa farw Centre was not only used for
seed breeding and experimentation. 1t also
contributed in the production of cotton for
export to Britain. The table below shows the
total average yielcs of cotton produced at the
farm from 1926-1945. This was mostly produced

at the home farm.

50. Ibid,
51, FProvincial annual Report 1943,
52, Daudawa Farm Keoort 1st april 1945 to 31st

March 1946 in Northern Nigeria apriculture
Station Reports.
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TABLE 533
TOTAL WERGGE YIBLDS GF CCITGH Flw bnbbad, Faolt,
1025 = 1945

Yilal ACILan g Y IaG s (LELD
1925 L0 238 11b
1927 100 107
19473 70 257
1924 350 270
1930 500 217
1931 61,0 247
1932 650 230
1933 6610 137
1934 - 253
1933 HHEU SH)
19306 550 126
1937 379 235
19337 282 228

1939 34 331
1340 320 3uly

1601 230 270
1002 160 2L9
1943 M0 392
190y 168 352
1905 154 360

Lource: - LDaudaws Mo leport Mgt oapril 1L G-3151 sarch
1946
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The cotton produced at Doudawa farm was
sold at the Gazetted cotton markets, 1In 14,8
the quantity sold amounted to 6,171 tons represen-
ting nearly 639 of the total liorthern l'rovinces
Purchases.53 The LE.C.G.C, handed the Daudawa
Farm to the colonial government in 1941. In 1245
the Katsina hative Administration acquired farm-
lands of about & hundred square miles in adjacent

Daudawa holdings. The Sarkin Muzska selected this

site and provided the people that were to settle,
This settlement came to be known as the llayin

Masks settlement. It consisted of sbout 28 new
holdinras. The settlers were reauired to prow cotton
as part of the experimentation and multiplication
that was carried out hy the tarm.sh Thie baudawa
farm was also made to nelp in other areas of
colonial exploitation. It for exsmple contributed

a lot in the supply of grains during the second
world war, 'The grains was used in feedinz the crmy,
some of it was also used in feeding labourers at

the Jos tin Mines. About 1,000 tons of millet was

53. Notes for the Director of sagricultures
Annual Report 1947 ov.cit,

Gh. UHotes for the Lirector of qpriculture
annual Report 1240,



produced in the farm in 1943 towards this venture.
Guinea corn was also produced in large quantities.
In the period between 1926 and 1945 the farm
56

produced the following lbs of guinea corn,

Year

1926
1927
1929
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

721 1lbs of thresnued corn

el
100
505
255
433
353
433
333
58Y
580
752
161
709
692
572
935
862
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55. Daudawa Farm eport
March 19,46 Part 111,

56, Ibid,

n

15t April 1945-31st

n

"

"

"

n

"

n

n

"

55
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In relation to the contributions of Daudawa

farm in the war effort particulariy, one agri-

cultural officer observed:

I feel that the Empire Cotton urowing
Corporation can feel gratified that
their farm and organisation played
such a usefgl part in the kigerian
war effort.57

The farm at Daudawa was also engaged in
producing pigs and cattle fattening., All these
were railed to lagos, and sold to the west
African Cold Storage Company. As for piggery the
farm started with one saw in Deceuber 1941 and by
December 1945 there were 2,409 pigs. It made a
profit of L£2,050 during the per-iod.58 As for
cattle, a special cattle market was opened at
Daudawa in 1938. The farm bought the cattle from
Fulani and other people at cheap prices and sold
them at expensive prices in Lagos, In 195 alone
cattle worth iL25,000 was purchased by the farm
from the market. /Another £10,000 worth of cattle

was purchased in the first quarter of 19h6.39

57. Ibid,

58. Notes for the Director of Arriculture
Annual Report 194606,

59, [Ibia,
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The cattle were in categories. The first

category was what was called as the prime cattle,.
These were taken to Lagos and Gold Coast. The
second and third grades went to the local dealers
and the last grade which consisted of small

cattle were purchased for mixed farmers., The
Daudawa cattle market turned out to be the .
largest market in the country for the purchase

of prime quality cattle, It could be seen that
Daudawa farw als¢o had a hand in the commerciali-
sation of cattle which fcllowed the occupation

of our area of study. Cattle tax Jjangali forced
many cattle rearers to sell their cattle in

order to pay Jjangali, The cattle that were to

be sold were at this time carried to the Daudawa
cattle market. It would seem that the cattle
ownera at a certain stage realised that they were
being cheated at the farm and so were reluctant

to take their cattle there. The farm took drastic
actlon against such rearers with the help of the

Sarkin Maska., He directed all the village ardo's

to ensure that the Fulani in their areas had
brought their cattle for inspection by the
veterinary mallam of the district, It was in this
process that youhg and growing cattle were selected

and sent to the market where they were purchased st
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cheap prices. This was said to be partly
responsible for the migration of Fulanl out of
the district.eo The farm also made use of
agricultural shows to obtain prime quality cattle.
This was organised annually and featured the
presentation of gifts to people that fed their
cattle better than everybody else. The winners
were given cheap cloth material and other items,
The cattle were then purchased from them by the
farm. In 1947 an auction was held at the end

of one of such shows and 261 cattle were purchased
by the farm and the management of the Agege

61 The cattle market

cattle fatteninys scheme,
was later moved to Funtua close to the railway
station. In 1952 the market was reduced to a
mere railing point of all cattle bought from our
area of study and other places. For each head

of cattle railed a fee of 5 shillings was charged
by the Native Authority and collected by the

Sarkin Maska, below is a table showing some

railings in 1952-53.

60. S.F.I. 10/11/92.

61. Provincial Annual Report Agricultural Vork
Southern Katsina 1947.
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CaTTLE KallLINo 195}'2-1953 P'ROUM FUNTUA

Date of No. Railed No. of VWagons Fees Collected
Railing Supplied

5/5/52 98 5 £38.8.6d
28/6/52 82 i £20,10.0
26/7/52 125 5 £51/9.0
25/8/52 128 6 £37.10.0
31/8/52 22 1 £37.10.0
21/9/52 127 6 £l7.15.0
25/9/52 6l 3 £47.15.0
20/10/52 106 5 £26.10.0
9/11/52 65 3 £16.5.0
7/12/52 85 n £21.5.0
18/1/53 168 8 £42.0.0
8/2/53 106 5 £26.10.0
22/2/53 128 6 £32.0,0
15/3/53 215 10 £53.15.0
29/3/53 21l 10 £53.10.0
Total 1,733 82 £467.7.6d
Source: Daudawa District section: .nnual Keport

for 1952/53.
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All the pijps and cattle that were railed
to Lagos were for the exclusive consumption

of the British officials and other E:urOpeans.62

It was also the Daudawa farm that was used
to introduce fertiliser into our area of study.
This was for the purpose of conserving the
fertility of the soil and thus increasing
production. Fertiliser was first brought to
the farm in 1951. About 300 tons of superphosphate
fertiliser was brought and distributed to the
farmers in the multiplication scheme.b3 This
was tried by the farmers and when it was clear
that it could increase the so0il productivity
about 270 tons were given for distribution free
of charge in our area of study and other districts
in Southern Katsina, This was in 1952.6h Most
of it was used on cotton farms which was the
major export crop of Maska district, Early in
1953 the responsibility for the distribution of
fertiliser was transfered to the farm. ‘The

production officer went to all the villages of

62, Ibid., Interview with Ibrahim Hatiti liaska
27/12/92. iienceforth I.n.M.

63. Nigeria: Northern Provinces Guarterly
Progress Report (D.D,A.N.T.).

64. 1Ibid.
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the district in the company of the Sarkin Maska

and campaign for its use. Each village head
was given a book of 50 receipts for the purpose
of its purchase. It would seem that this propaganda

that was carried by the oarkin lMaska and his

village heads was not eftective. This is because

out of the 200 bags given to the Sarkin ilaska

to sell only three bags were bought in 1953.bS
Only 32 bags were sold in 195h.66 The agricultural
officer blamed this failure on the District Head

and his staff. He noted that:

With fertiliser as with all other

forms of Agricultural Extension work -
particularly where money was involved

- success or failure (deperded) on the
interested supgort of the District head
and his staff,07

At a certain stapge the Carkin baska was said

to have resorted to forcing people to take the
bags on credit, This became a burden to the farmers
as they had taxes also to pay, The farm was,

however, not considerate as it forced the people

65. Daudawa District Section: Annual Report
for 1952/53.

66, Annual Report Daudawa and Southern Katsina
1st April 1953=31st karch 195).

67. 1lbid,
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through Sarkin Maska to pay their debts, The

farmer then had to sell his grains or clothings
in order to settle the amount., As it turned out

to be the Sarkin Maska and his village heads

resorted to embezzling the money paid by the farmers.
In one of the reports the agricultural officers
noted that the great difficulty was the collection
of payments, not from farmers but from the

Native Authority officials handling the mone},’.b8

The Introduction of Mixed Farming Schieme and its
Administration

Mixed farming was first introduced in 1928
after it had been experimented for many years by
the Department of agriculture at Zaria. By
definition it meant;

a system of hushandry of wlilch the
chief future {(was) the substitution
of ploughing with bullocks for the 69
more usual hand cultivation with a hoe.
It was introduced so as to increase the fertility
of the soil and the acreage cultivated by the

farmers in our area of study. This by implication

68, @Quarterly Progress Report - DLaudawa
April-June 1954.

69, SNP 17 Vol.11I, 11703 aAgricultural Policy
in Northern Province Mixed Farming and Agric
Extension,
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would also result into an increase in the
production of export crops especially cotton,

The assumption was that if a farmer had bulls and
a plough he would be able to cultivate more land
than before., The cattle would also provide

local manure that would be used in replenishing
the fertility of the soil. Mixed farming was
first started in our area of study by the Daudawa
settlers., The corporation decided to bring the
son or friend of the most successful mixed farmer
at Haigana to start up in Daudawa. This was

with the view that the person would have understood
the principles and methods of the scheme so that
he would act as a kind of a local propagandist in
Maska District., The son of one Ahmadu HMai Noman
Shanu was said to have been brought. About SO
cther settlers were also provided with bulls and
ploughs in 193&.?0 Each of these farmers was
given 15 acres of land as we have mentioned
earlier on, It was after the scheme had taken
off very well among the settlers that the
colonial government decided to extend it to the
rest of the people in the district. A ‘'hire

purchase system' was introduced under the care

70. 1bid, Also M.b.D. 28/1/92.
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of the hative Authorities in Maska DbDistrict.

The procedure by which an interested person coculd
enrol as a mixed farmer was as follows, Ile first

applied to the 3arkin Maska for advance of money

with which to buy the cattle and other implements.
The District Head would then instruct the
applicant to consult the superintendant of
agriculture., He would also recommend the appli-
cant to the Emir of Katsina. If the Emir was
satisfied he then approved the ddvance after he
had taken the advice of the superintendant on

the applicants suitability and the amount of
advarnce to be granted. The money would then be
paid through the District liead who again
instructed the applicant to apply to the
superintendant for advice as to the purchase

of cattle and implements. At the end the farmer
was provided with a plough and two bulls which
were worth £8, The amount was re-paid in four
years and a hiring charge of 5 percent per annum
was collected by the District ilead from the farmer,
He was also made to pay five shillings on the

receipt of the bulls and the plough.'' Each

71. Katna 1212 %,235 lixed Farming Kules
Legislation Policy and Instruction Interview
with M.B.D. 28/11/92, Faulkner, Q,T. and J.R.
mackie -« "lhe Initroduction of lixed Farming in
Northern wigeria"Empire Journal of rxperimental
Agriculture Vol.l1V lo.1 Pp.09-90. HNAK
Katprof. 616 Vol.1, KNNAK Katprof. 1012, H.A,
Oluwasanmi, Agriculture and Nigerian Economic
Development Oxford University Press Ibadan 1966

p.61=90,
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mixed farmer was a2lso told some regulations
guiding the seheme. He was forbidden to ridge
his land. He should however build a pen for the
purpose of making manure. The farmer was also
forbidden to send his cattle to the Fulani
garke or sell them without the permission of the
Agricultural Department. [LEach farmer was
required to make annual repayments by December
31st or whenever he was asked to do so. He was
then made to understand that if he failed to
conform with these rules he would be asked to

discontinue.72

As neither the superintendant of Agriculture
nor the Emir of hatsina knew the people of the

district at the personal level, the Sarkin laska

and his village heads became entirely res,onsible
for the selection of farmers with "good behaviour"
for the loan., 7They also ensured that the payments
were made regularly, bBach mixed [armer was made
to understand that the cattle and the plough were
not his property until he had finished paying

for them. Before that time they remained the

72. Katprof 239 - Agricultural Extension VWork
Mixed Farming General 1933-1936,
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property of the Native administration and the

cattle were exempted from cattle tax Jangali.73

The mixed farming system turned out to be
a failure in Maska District due to a number
of factors, 1In the first place only the Sarkin
Magka and other Native Authority officials
were allowed to go into it. This was because
the colonial government felt that they were
salaried officials and the loans could easily be
deducted from their salaries. The farmers whom
the scheme was primarily designed to assist were
refused the loans because they were not salary
earners and could certainly not be trusted with
money.?LL These were flimsy excuses. Hichard
Hull had noted this discrimination in his work,
He observed that:
Salaried employees of the N,A,
especially the District tleads were
able to secure loans more easily and
were given preferential treatment in
repayments. as a result N,i., Officials
gained an unfair advantage over the
peasant farmers who found it more

difficult to compete with their wealthier
counterparts,?5

73, SNP 17 Vol,ITI 11703 Agricultural Policy in
Northern Province Mixed farming and Agricultural
Extension, see also Katprof 239.

7. SNP 17 Vol.,III 14703 - Agricultural Policy

in Northern Province, 3NP 17 Vol.1 11703, Interview
with M, Nagoshi Daudawa 20/11/92. Hlenceforth
M,N,D.

75. Hull, R.W. The Dhevelopment of Administration
in Katsina Lmira®e] T0pthnern Liceria 1007-104L,

rh,b. Thesis Columbia University 1968 p.316.




- ]

223

Instead of the Larkin Maska and his lative

Authority officials to mzke use of the opportunity
in increasing the fertility of the soils, they
resorted to selling the bulls and the implements
given to them, By 1938 it was realized that the
main beneficiaries of the scheme from our area

of study had sold one or all of the cattle and
implements given to them. The judge of the

Native court sold one of his bulls, Magajin

Maska, Madawakin Mairuwa, Nagajiin Yakurutu,

Magajin Makera, M. Maikaka, Sarkin Pada and

other village heads were all found to have sola
all their bulls. M. Maikaka sold his while he

was still owing £1.13.6d, Nagaj)in Makera also

had £5.1.0 to settle., Sarkin Pada also had
76

£3.2.6 to settle, This sale of bulls was said
to have occured whenever the village heads found
themselves short in tax money. They sold their
cattle or those of their sons in order to make
good this shortage., The colonial povernment
viewed the attituce with seriousness so much so

that 1t threatened to take an action of debt in

the court of Alkalin Katsina against all those

76. Katprof. 239 Agricultural Extention Work,
NNAK Katprof 1286 Vol,TI, NNAK Katprof. 2978 -
Annual Report 1940«
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who had sold their cattle irregularly and owe
money to the Native Treasury. Tt was also decided
that such people would not be issued with cattle
again ana that the pressure which was being put
on the Native Authority officials, villapge heads
particularly to take up mixed farming would be
stopped. 1In fact to even avoid the Native
Authorities of our area of stuay the sale of their
cattle, K.T. was branded on each side of a bull

with a large cattle brand.7?

Another problem with the mixed farming scheme
was that the outlay and the responsibility of
cattle and plough was too much. The initial outlay
of £8 rose to £10 by 1936 and £15 by the end of
our period, There was, therefore, the fear of
perpetual indebtedness especially when there was
a bad season at the beginning and beneficiaries

78 There

could not pay back at the time expected,
was also the fact that mixed farmers were expected
to have assess tc about 20 acres of land, There
was no way in which such vast land could be

acquired without dispossessing many people from

77. Katprof 239 - Agricultural Extension Work.
AJK.B. 24/4/92.

78, 1Ibid, M.B.D. 28/11/92 and V. Namamman
Kwarashi Daudawa 28/11/92. Henceforth N.K.D.
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their farmlands. It was this fact that led the
Native puthorities of our area of study to
alienate people's lands, Many farmers could not
also afford to feed animals of fodder during
the dry season. The feeding stuffs normally
consisted of bush hay, grass cut in the communal
grazing land, crop residues from the farmland and
grains chaff dusa. It was said that not all mixed
farmers could afford the erop residues and dusa,
This meant that such farmers hau to depend largely
on the grass left uncultivated in the village

and if that finished the cattle were poorly fed.
Related to this was also the laborious task of
housing the cattle so as to conserve the manure
and beuuing of the animals for Ianter annlicntion
to the 15"<31_r"mland.7g As early as 1936 the colonialists
had started asking why people were not taking up

80 These were some of the problems

mixed farming.
that led to its failure in our area of study. As

a result, even those that joined the scheme

79. Grove, A.T. Land and Population in Katsina
Province with Special Reference to Bindawa
Village 1952, Kaduna Govi. Printer p.12.

80, Katprof. 2204 - DListrict Headman Conference
of. See also Katnn 1230 wW. 285 Reports to
Departmental Officers, Katprof. 293 - Agricultural
Extension.,.
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either dropped out of it voluntarily or were
dropped by the pgricultural Uepertment, 1In other
instances the cattle got infected by a digease
and died off which meant the farmer had to
discontinue. In 1942 for example, there were 159
mixed farmers in WMaska District. Many out of this
number were discovered to have had no cattle, were
to0 0ld or otherwise unsuitable and were waiting
to be wound up. In March 1943 16 farmers were

81

made to discontinue. The Apgricultural Officer

of Taudawe farm had to confess in 14945 that:

Tt is hard to tell whether we are
making any progress with mixed farming
in the districts. Farmers come and
farmers go, some die, some sell their
cattle and new men take their place.
with a good N,A. Mallam and an
Interested District Head, a District
goes shead and then with difterent
personnel goes back again,

The situation was the same in 1948 and the
Agricultural Officer noted again that mixed
farming in Maska District and the whole of
Southern Kataina was ah uphill business, losses

from fly being very heavy and there was ho

81. Annual Report 1943 Part TII Taudawa Cotton
Seed farm.

82. WNotes for the Lirectors annual Report
1944-45: The Daudawa Estate and Southern Katsina.
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83 In 1953 the

possibility of rapid progress.
colonial government asked hr., J.M. Garba who

was an Agricultural Superintenuant to carry out

a general survey of mixed farmers in five districts
of Southern Katsina including Maska Listrict,

There were 386 mixed farmers in these places, 69
from Maska District, 155 from Kogo, 69 from Iya,

58 from Pauwa and 35 from Galadima, The investiga=
tion showed that 30 mixed farmers out of the

total amount for the five districts had no cattle,
46 had only one beast each, 130 had no pens, 119
had conserved no fodder for dry season farming,

75 had incomplete plouphs while 28 had no ploughs

84

at all, In 1956 the Sarkin Maska was urged

to collect a total of £829.17.4d from mixed farmers

that had not finished paying the mixed farming

85

loan. It would seem that the mixed farming

system later turned out to be merely the raising
of animals for beef in our area ol study. These

were sold at the Funtua cattle mnrket.86

83. Notes lor the Uirector of Agriculture Annual
Report 1947,

84. Dandawa District Section: Annual Kevnort
for 1952/53.

85. Katprof. 456 - Jangali Collection Instruction
on 1930-56,

86. Grove A.T. op.cit. p.t11, Katprof. 456,
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The Qperation of the Colonial Trading Companies

By the time the British colonial government
cccupied our area of study and the whole of
Sokoto Caliphate, only the Royal Niger Company
was operating at Rida, Ilorin, Muri, Adamawa and
Nassarawa., With the extension of the railway
to the North many other EBuropean firms found
their way into the area. They opened stations
at Kano and Zaria Provinces in the period 1910~
1914. The colonial government and these
merchant firms maintained a cordial relationship so
much go that the later were allowed to dn as they
pleased. The firms were provided a conducive
atmosphere for the exploitation of the human
and natural resources of the area. The colonial
government for example used the Native Authorities
to build roaas and railways, markets ana clear
river banks for them. Similarly seeds were
distributed, experimental farms were established
and taxes were collected all in an effort to
provide the atmosphere within which the resources

of the area would bhe tapped by these firmn.87

87. Tukur, ¥.N., "The Imposition of British
Colonial Deomination on the Sokoto Caliphate,
Korno and Neighbouring States 1897-1314: A

Reinterpretation of Colonial Sources," Ph.D.
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In our area of study, B.,C.G.A. was the tfirst
firm to open station at Maska town in 1911. 1t
was followed by London and Kano Trading Company
in 1914 which engaged in buying hides anua skins

at Maska.88 G.B. Ollivant also opened a station

there at about this time.89

This company sought
permission to move from Maska to Funtua in 1917,
In 1921 John Helt and company and Lagos Stores

C
opened stations in the uistrict.3o

By 192% many
more companies had opened stations in our area of
study. These included Tangalakis and Company,
CeFeAeQey SCOA, Red Pearn and sons Ltd. and

N These companies were

Ambrosini and Company.
initially located on the Zaria-Sokoto rond
(Gangaren Ammani). They later applied for

transfer to the new laid out plots in Katsina rond,
In the 1930's P.7%. and SCOA, Mandrides and Logios
all obtained plots in the district. ¥From the table
below one could see the list of all Buropean firms

that opened stations in Maska District during the

period of our stuuy,

88. NNAK Katprof, 1378

89. Olofson, H.A. Funtua:*pPatterns of Migration
to a New Hausa Town." Ph.li. Thesis liniversity of
Pittsburgh 1976, p.179%.

90. NNAK Katprol” 1245,

91, Ibid. Also N.K.D, 28/11/92.
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TABLE 536

EUROPEAN FIHMS b3TaBLISHED I MASKA DISTRICT
DUKHING THe COLUNIAL PEKIOD,

a L YEJ‘.H.

Nabib ESTABLIGHED  PLOF 8O. C. of O.
G.B. Ollivant 1917 18 1358
John Holt 1921 8 1355
Lagos Stores 1921 I 8ol
Ambrosini 1925 - -
SCuA ' 1925 32 2924
Red Fearn 1925 - -
Tangalakis 1925 - -
B.C.G.A. 1926 - 1386
E.Z. 1928 31 1083
U.a,C. 1928 20 1360
C.F.A.Q, 1928 17 2333
John Walkden 1928 6 1353
Miller Brothers 1928 9 1019
africa and Eastern
Trade 1928 - J78
Mundrides and Logios 1930 7 1839
London and Kano 1930 L1 2358
London, Africa and
Overseas 1940 5 3182
C. Zard 1940 15 3149
Niger (ompany - 20 1360
Nigerian Properties - 18 2375

Source: NNAK Katprof. 1/1/4, NNiK Katprof 1245, NNAK

katrewad ANaAR
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These companies bought different export crops
from our area of study. These included cotton,
groundnuts, sheanuts, chillies, hides and skins
and many more, They in turn brought manufactured
goods such as biscuits, cotton cloth, refined
sugar, tobacco and bicycles to mention but a few,
The very fact that these companies were numerous in
number maae this trade competitive. Each uveviced
one strategy or the other to outbid the other,

Most of them resorted to giving bribes to the

Sarkin Maska and his village heads. This was to

make them campaign for the company so that the
people would sell their crops in the shed of that
company. Others took to advancing money to
farmers to pay their taxes throuph the Native
Authorities in Maska District. This was referred

to as Kan ta fasu (before harvest).92 Instead of

bringing back raw cash to the company that advanced
the money, the farmers were made to carry their
cotton to the company. The company then recovered
the loan out of the cotton sold. This practice
made many of the farmers to sell their crops in

advance at half its true Value.93

92. 1Ibid.

93. F¥atprof 211 = Pirms Arents Advancing money
for parahase of peoadacea,
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As we have noled egrLier, L B.0.0.4. was
the sole purchaser of cotton for the Briticsh
government, The other companies ncted as its
buying agents. With the formotion of the (N.C.M.B.)
these firms acted as its licenced Buyiny; Agents
(L.B.A.). These agents or Merchant firms aleo
used agents of African origin to buy the cotton,

The African apgente also used middle men Yan baranda

to purchase the cotton on their behalf. These
middlemen were given on request to the companies

by the Sarkin Maska. This provided him with the

opportunity to appoint his inlaws and other
relations as middlemen, By the 1940s and 195Cs
there had emerged numerous middlemen 1n our area
of study., The colonial povernment had initially
wanted to abolish them in the period 1933-19%2,
It was at this time that the Native Authority
introduced a rule towards that effect, Tt stated
that:

a servant or employee of company

should not advance his employer's

money to people in the bush or others

for the purnose of purchasing produce

he (was% forbidden in his contract to
do so0.9

94. Inhid,.
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It would seem that during the last decade of
colonial domination in our area of study the
middlemen were allowed to buy cotten on behalf
of the various companies., They were, however,

made to apply formally through the Sarkin Faska

to the central Native Administration at Katsina.
Each applicant was charged a fee of five pounds,
He was then given a licence inaicating that he had
the right to buy cotton on behalf of' the company
of his choice and three places of his choice. In
some instances it was the agents ot the various
companies that got the licence on behalf{ of their
prospective middlemen. The list of some of these
middlemen that served in our area of stuuy at this

time could be seen in Appendix I1.

The middlemen were paid from £1 to £1.15.04d
per ton of cotton. The farmers however had the
choice of either selling their produce to the
middlemen or taking it to the shed ot a buying
agent . The middlemen did not normally erect sheds.
They were often invited by the farmers to go to
their houses and buy their cotton. This freed
them from the long waiting hours on market days,
the donkey and head transport charpges and other

minor unforeseen expenses at the cotton market.
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The middle men often ended up buying the cotton
by merely guessing the weight or sometimes with
a spring Balance, but irrespective of grade. 1In
other words they often ended up paying less than

95 If on the other hand the

the gazetted price,
farmer prefered taking his cotton to the buying
agent in the stall, he first entered the grading
shed where it was spread on a cloth for inspection
by a cotton examiner. The cotton was graded on the
basis of its type as either Grade T or Grade 11.96
He was then given a ticket showing whether the
grading of his cotton was first or second grade.
The farmer was then directed to the section of
the buyers who had the price payable for each
grade displayed in front of their buying stall.
The buyers weighed the cotton and paid the farmer
what was due to him, If the cotton was, however,
below the regquired standard the owner was asked

97

to remove it from the market. It would seem

9. Interview with M, lLasau Kwarashin Daudawa
30/11/92. Henceforth 1L.K.D.

06. The Nigerian Cotton Marketing Board defined
Grade T cotton as one which was entirely free

from native seed cotton and contained not more

than five per centum damaged or staineu seed

cotton and was free from leaf and other foreign
matter. Grade IT on the other hand referred to
cotton which contained not more than one per centum
of native seed cotton and six per centum of
immature geed cotton. See SNP 17 10,179 vol.lV
cotton marketing and exporting. 28/11/92,

97. M.B.D. 30/11/92.
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that initially eacn grade of cotten had its own
stall, In the Funtua cotton market there were 9
stalls erected for Grade I and 3 for Grade II.
In Mahuta cotton market there were 4 stalls for
Grade I and 1 for Grade II. In Mairuwa there
were 7 for Grade I and one for Grade II. At the
Dandume cotton market there were 5 for Grade I and
2 for Grade II. Similarly in the town of Maska
there was one each for the two grades. This
distinction was later abolished., The Board also
introduced Grade III in 1950.98

The cotton markets in Maska Listrict were
not opened at the same time. Maska and Funtua
were the first, followed by that of Dlandume,
Mairuwa, Mahuta, Ruwan Godiya, Dallawa and
Dantakari. Tn each of these markets there wass a
persen appointed te represent Hariin baska,
There were also Dogarai. Tn the 1930s the Listrict
Head was represented by five people at the Funtua
market. These included Hali, Wade, Buhari, and
Goje. At the Dandume cotton market were Namama
and Abu.99 The coloninl government forbade any

person to buy cotton outside the gazetted markets

98. SNP 17 10, 179 vol.iv.
99, NNAK Katprof 1/1/4 Maska District Notes.
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without permission. The Sarkin Maska was asked

to enforce this rule and any person caught violating

100

it was tried in the Native Court. 0f all these

markets the one at Funtua was said to be the
biggest in terms of purchases and laska the most

101

disappointing. This fact couli be seen from

the table below:

100. SNP 17 10, 179 Vol.IV N. Nagoshi, Dauaawa
28/1 1/92- HenCEf'Df‘th I\!. .NQD'

101. Katprof. 1405 - Katsina Division Report for
March Quarter 1923,
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PURCEASE FICURES TOC THI NEAREST TON *COR TEE
VARK =TS IN K ASKA DISTRICT 1440-1356

1546- 1947- 1248~ 134S- 19501 1957-T1 1952-T 71953+ 155Z4- [1355-

1347 1348 1949 1350 1951 1352 12353 1554 1355 1356

“Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons
Funtua 1,488 1,388 1,131 1,161 1,177 1112 1,231 1,452 | 1,765 1,337
Kaska - - 216 213 258 237 249 - 326 295
Fairuwa 882 773 T71 821 799 796 796 963 887 57
Deudawa 170 203 374 557 857 5 2 - 834.12| 7053
Dandume 814 633 1,038 1,007 810 1,120 1,020 - - -
Mahuta - - 349 267 356 659 558 506 556 397
R/Godiya - - - - 442 721 283 - 592 345
Dantankari - - - - - - - 1,039 - -
TOTAL 3,254 2,997 3,879 | 4,026 | 4,699 | 4,650 |4,140 | 4,000 |4,960.12(3,42363

Source: SNP 17 Vol.IV 10,179, Annual Report - Southern Katsinaz 1st

January 19439-31st Narck 1550, Katna 1126.
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The opérations of the merchant firms and
their agents were by nature exploitative. 1In
the first place the prices offered to the
peasants for their crops were too low. This
could be seen from the great difference between
the price of cotton for example, that was
offered to the farmers in Maska Uistrict and
that of Liverpool in Britain., It is true that
the cotton had to be shipped and undergo many
other processes. But still the difference was
too much and we have even noted in our previous
discussion that as part of the colonial
governmentt's effort to encouragre trace, it charged
low rates for shipments of all ginned cotton,

In the table below an attempt is made to compare
the two prices so that this difference could be

seen clearly.
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PRICE DIFFLRENCES OF
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COTTON AT LIVERPOOL

ANL MASKA DISTRICT PER 1b

LIVER POOL

PRICHE OPFI*EREL TO

YEAR PRICE PER 1lb FPARL YRS PR 1b
1915 7.5d 1.75d

1916 12.334d 1.75d

1917 21.684 2.54

1918 19.734 2.7hd

1921 11.374d 2d

1922 14.92d 2.5d

1923 17.664 2.hd=4d
1925 10.77d 244

1927 11.174 13d ~ 134
1929 9.09d 1.2d - 1.64
1932 5.62d 0,84

1933 6.02d 0.9d

1934 6.934d 0.8d -~ 1.,2d
1935 b.52d 1.1d = 1.5d
1936 T«11d 0.9d -~ 1.34
1937 4,974 0.8d - 1.54
1938 - 0.6d - 0.8d
1939 - 15d

1944 - 44

Source: NNAK ¥atprof 1252, NNAK ¥atprof

1286 Vol.II, SNP 17 vol.TT 10,179,

SNP 17 Vol.IV

10,173,
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These low prices were saia to have caused
apathy and bitter disappointment to the farmers in

Faska District. This was noted in the divisional

102 104

report of 1920, 1926, 193 1927194 ana 1928,19%

Many of the people interviewed also expressed such

106 The farmers were said to have

bitterness.
stooped selling to the B.C.G.A. at that time,

They prefered to ®11 it to indigenous cotton
merchants who offered higher prices. For example
while the B.C.G.A. offered three farthings in 1911
the indigenous buyers offered two pennies per 1b

107

in Maska District. In other instances the

farmers sold their cotton to buyers from French
country. They purchased largse guantities nt 2d to

108

23d per 1b, This eituation was noted by the

District officer in 1920 when he observed:

102, NNAK Katprof 1568 - Katsina liivision Half
Yearly Report 1920.

103, NNAK Katprof 1399 - Katsina Division Quarterly
KReport March 1926.

104, NNA¥Y Katprof 1293 - Quarterly Report for
March 1927.

105. NNAK Katprof 1512 - Halt Yearly Report June
1928,

106, ¥.B.D. 28/11/92, ¥ .N.D. 28/1/92, N.K.\.
28/11/92 and L.K.D. 30/11/92.

107. NNAK SNP 1604 Annual Report 1915, P.H. Lamb
to Secretary Northern Province, Intervicw with
L.K.D. 30/11/32,

108, NNA¥ Katprof'. 1253 - Quarterly Report.
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110 It was certainly for these

different grades.
reasons that the Agricultural Officer of Daudawa
farm described the differences in prices of the
grades as apparently reasonless in the 1940'5.111
The other way in which the peasants of Maska
District were cheated was in the weighing of their
cotton. Here again the apgents their middlemen

and District Head's representatives colluded.

They followed many ways to tamper with the reading
of the scale. One way was to place the scale
inside water for three days so that when it was
brought out it had started to form rust, Tt was
the rust that prevented the movement of the scale
whenever cotton was being weighed. Hence the
farmers often ended up having their cotton under-

d.112 Another way in which the farmers

weighe
were cheated was through the activities of Yaran
sarki. Whenever a farmer came with his cotton to
the section of the buyers these boys rushed ana

collected it from him and placed it on the scale.

They then used their legs or their hands to push

110. L.K.D. 30/11/92, M.B.b. 28/11/92.

111. Provincial Annual Report Agricultural
Work Southern Katsina 1947.
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the load upwards so that the scale ended up

113

under-weighing the cotton. A colonial official

noted this tendency to manipulate the scales on

his visit to the Funtua cottcn market in 1932:

There seemed to be a good ueal of
mistrust of some of the buyers who

were hardly patronised whilst others

of the same firm were over crowded,

The former were apparently supposed to
maqipu1§§$ the scales so as to give short
prices.

The Sarkin Maska himself was said to have been

involved in cheating the farmers through the scales.
This wes reported by the B,C.C.A. buying agent ut
Funtus. The agent complained that the District
Head had called him and asked him to work together,
The Nistrict Head said he woulu be gending cotton
farmers to sell their cotton in his stall. He

agsked the agent to manipulate the scales so thnat
whatever was made from the deal, they would share
the money egually. Maikaji, the cotton agent,

however, refused.“5

1130 Ibido
114. NNAK Katprof 1286 - Naska Listrict Notes on

11%. NNAK Katprof 1823 - Naska District Head
Complaint Against,
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It is significant to reiterate that the
Native Authorities in Naska Nistrict benefitted
from the cotton trade that tlourished in our area
of study., We have noted that they enjoyed gifts
of cotton cloth alawaiyo, salt and other materials
so as to assist the firms pget customers. They also
had the opportunity of selecting their frienuas and
relations to serve as middlemen. In some instances
the Native Authority officials themselves acted
as the middlemen and were used to advance money to

farmers. This was the case with the Sarkin Naska

in 1940. He was said to have collected such money
for advance from the London and Kano Trading Company.
He appointed one Saluhu, his in-law to buy cotten
for the company at Landume. The District Mead went
to the area himself and assembled all the ward
heads. He instructed them to tell their talakawa
to sell their cotton and groundnuts to Saluhu and
that anyone that refused to comply amonsst thnem
would be punished indirectly. The District Head
gave NManajin Jha £6 to divide among his people as
advance to pay their taxes. He also gave £3 to

Magaijin Rafin Iwa. The Sarkin Maska also gave

Kagajin Ashafa one piece of shirting., He promised

to brings all the others cash to distribute to their
people also. Hence the company throurh the support

of the Nistrict Head ensured that no other company
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had assess to the cotton at liandume. The person

that lodged the complaint asked if Sarkin Maska

was a produce buyer and if so he should resign the
post of District lHead and buy prouuace direct anc not
indirect as he was doing. The investigation that
was carried out as a result of this complaint

116

absolved the Sarkin Maska of all blame, In 1943

the same District Head advanced such money to Auau
Yare, Orji, Yusifu and Maimadubi to distribute to
farmers, on behalf of the same company. Similar
advances were made by him at the Funtua and Nairua
cotton markets which amounted to 13600.117 It could
obviously be hazarded that the District Head must

have also made gains from his role of a middleman,

His village heads also benefitted from the
cotton trade., In 1920's the village Head of Yakurutu
was said to be forcibly purchasing all the cotton
from the farmers at his villagre. Ille purchased at
a penny a pound and re-sola it at lMuntua at the
B.C.G.A. rates of 17 per 1lb. He forcibly borrowed
scales for this purpose from one l1la of Funtua in

1920 without payment or restitution of any kinu.118

116, Ivid,
117. Ibhid.,

118. NNAK Katprof 1811 Maska Distriect General
Report 1923.
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This case was viewed with seriousness by the
colonial government as it was capable of

hampering the development of cotton cultivation

in a most promisins; area. The village head was

as a result removed from office.119 The Village
Head of Bakari was also said to have given one
Alabira an advance of £4 in 1922 wihich he collected

from Sarkin laska. When it was due for payment,

the village head ordered people to pick the lint
from the farm, He then took it to Funtua and sold
at the rate of £6. The money was cornered by the
village head and Alabira had to find money elsewhere

to pay the 1oan.120

Cornclusion

Our pre-occupation in this chnnter has been
with the role of Native Authorities in colonial
agriculture and trade in Maska Listrict, We have
seen that contrary to the argument that the Native
Authority system did not play any role in the

colonial economy, it actually did. This centred

119. 1Ibid,
120. Tbid.
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around the propagation for cotton production, the
distribution of cotton seeds, the construction of
roads and railways as well as the establishment

of farm centres. This was also seen in the support
given to the colonial merchant firms such as the
B.C.G.A., the London anu Kano Trading Company,

G.B. Ollivant, U.A.C. and numerous others that
operated in our distriet. The promotion of exnort
crop production led to the decline of local trade
and industries., We have also shown that the Snprkin
Easka and other Native Authority Officials used the
opportunity to acquire wealth by conniving with

the apgents ond middlemen of the firms to chent the
peasants during greding and weighing. They also
become the first beneficiaries of lozn schemes as in

the case of mixed farning.
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CHAPTER SIX

TAXATIORN

Introduction

The focus of this chapter is on colonial
taxation anda the role played by ihe Native
Authorities in Maska Uistrict in it. We shall
see the rationale behind the imposition of the
taxes. OQur discussion shall also examine the
nazture of these tuxes, their assessment as well as
cellection. We shall see that the colonieal
taxes made heavier demanus than was the case in
the pre-colonial Meska area. We shall further
see that the assessment anu collectien of these
taxes was accompanied by a great deal of brutality
and injustice on the people of the district,

This crushing burden of colonial taxation was made

worse by the habits of Sarkin Maska and his

village heads in extortiny the people. The
discussion in this chapter would alse look at the
cases of embezzlement of taxes by the local

rulers and the respongse of the celonial rovernment
to it. We shall finally examine the impnct of

colonial taxation on the people of Maskan listrict.
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The Imposition of Colonial Taxes

One of the very first steps taken by the
cclonial povernment on the occupntion of Maska
area was to impose taxes on the people. These
taxes were meant to sub-ordinate the pre-colonial
economy of the area to the world capitalist economy.
The imposition of colonial taxes was alsc in
accordance with the belief of the British treasury
that colonies could only be beneficial if they were
made to cater for themselves, The colonial
government therefore imposed taxes to maintain
or sustain the colonial administration and the
Native Authorities in Maska District., There was
also *he concrete evicdence that coloninl taxes
were the avenue throusrh which the indisenous
economic activities such as agriculture, manufactu-
ring industries and commerce were degtroyed,
This was to provide a basis for the creation of the
colonial economy whick emphasized the proaouection
of export crops, consumption of manufactured
goods and the provision of labour force in colonial
projects.

Lugard himself had noted that any system of
‘rule* could only be effective if it enjoyed some

measure of financial indepenuence to be derived
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from direct tax.?

He also was of the opinion
that taxing the people would make them to
recognise that they had an obligation to the state
to which they owed security for life, property,
increased wealth, fair wages for their labour,

improved transport and a large competitive market

for their prouuce.2 Lugard noted that:

the object in view is to retain, as

far as possible, the ancient forms of
taxation known to the people and
sanctioned by tradition, to utilise the
existing machinery, while simplifying
the mode of collection which in the past
lent itself to great abuses, and was
extremely wasteful, to introduce as far
as possible, ssme uniformity and eauality
of' taxation...

This view about cclonial taxation was an
attempt to legitimise its imposition and colonial
domination as a whole., As we shall see in the
subsequent discussion the colonial! taxes were

more in incidence. Thelir collection was also

accompanied with thrents and abuces as well as

1. Lugard Frederick, The Dual Vandate, op.cit,
p.232,

2. TIbid, p.233

3. Land Revenue Proclamation Mo.4, 1904,
See also Annual Reports 1904, pp.b=21.
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ineauality.

With the occupation of Kaskna aren and the
ermirate as a whole the colonial government set
the cowrie rate at 1,200 cowries to a shilling so
that the taxes could be paid in cclonial currency.4

The four main taxes that were collected at the

beginning were the tax on land kurdin kasa,

rogo (cassava), dankali (potatoes) and pgujiya
(groundnuts)+ These were collected at the rate

of 4,000 cowries or 3s/6d per holding, There was
also the zakka (canonical tax) which was collected

> The

also at 4,000 cowries or 50 bundles.
collection of these taxes was taken out of the
hands of the palace slaves and jekadu in 1905

and placed in the hands of the District llead of
Maska. The villagse lleads collected the various
taxes anu remit tiem le the Covikin Nosks who aioue

reait the money into the trensury. Tn 1907 zakka

and kurdin kasa were merged and the amount paid

was put at three shillings. This was collected

from the months of Lecember to r-".arch.6 The other

4. Hull, R.W., op.cit. pp.110-112; Also
Idris Abdullahi Fahuta, op.cit. p.273.

5« NNAK Katprof 1289 Katsina Division Renort
on Tnxation.

6. Michael Vatts, op.cit. p.561.
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taxes that were collected along with zakka were

kudin rafi (taxes on irrigated crops) kudin shukn

(taxes on crops not irrigated except the staple
crops) and ala'du (taxes on various trades and
occupations). There was alsc the janpali (cattle

tax) which was collected at the end of the rains.7

Hence up to 1907 the taxes collected in our
area of study were not lumped and the villages were
not assessed according to visible wealth.8 In
1910 the tax on trades and occupations al'adu
was replaced with a compound tax. 1In the same
vein the canonical tax zakka was re-introduced.

It replaced the uniform farm tax of three shillings
imposed earlier. Zakka was fixed nt one bundle

of corn to six pence. Apart from zZakka the

people were alsc made to pny one shilling on every

9

acre of land, All these taxes were paid in

colonial currencies. As eariy as 1908 the
divisional revort noted that the people from our
area of study and the whole southern districts

10

were paying all their taxes in eash., The colonial

government introduced a new syastem of tax in 1911,
7¢ Il,ldo

8. 7Tbid.

9. NNAK Katprof 1836 Katsina Division Quarterly
Reports. Report Ending 31 December 1904,

10. NNA¥ Katprof 1289 Katsina Division Keport on
Taxation,
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This was known as pacing taki and was

asgessed on the basis of acreapge that one culti-
vated, The colonialists charged Hd for every
acre. This was followed by the abolition of
compound tax. In its place the amount paid on
the taki was raised from 6d per acre to 1
shilling. Similarly zakka was raised from six

LL The new tax system

pence a bundle to 1s.6d.
taki became the basis of taxation in Maska
District up to 1927 when it was replaced with the

lump sum form of assessment.,

This was otherwise called as laraji or kudin

arziki. Under this form of taxation the wealth

off the tax payer was calculnted on the basis

of hie family, livestock, industries, and the
yield, value, size and fertility of the soil,

The average annual yield for the farm was assessed

and up to 10% of the average was taxed, 12

Avart from haraji the other main tax that was
collected in liaska District throushout our period

of study was jangali (cattle tax). This was

11. NNAK Katprof 1923 Katsina Division Quarterly
Renorts, Report Ending 31 March 1919, p.6. See

also political Diary, V.P.0., No.40, Notation for
11 February 1917.

12. ¥Mall, R.W., op.cit, p.270
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initially paia at the rate of 2,900 cowries or
1/6d per head of cattle and was later increased

13

te 2 shillings per head, Caravan toll was another
form of tax that was ccllected from traders in

the local markets of our area of study., This

tax was collected from all sellers of goods in

the market. It was said to have been collected

for the upkeep of permanent mua market buildings

or stalls in some of the markets. These included
the three markets at Puntua, Maska and Magaji

14 It would seem however that tolls were

Wando.
collected in the remaining seven markets of the
distriet. These included Tiandume, Gumjo, Dluya,
Mahuta, Mairuwa, Gwaya and Girnn.1b This tax

was introrduced in the 1920*'s. The tax hns been
referred to in the coloninl records as Ytoll* but
this 13 hardly the right word as market buyers
did no* pay anything. Only the sellers paid,
Corn sellers at Funtua were for example naue to
pay 11 shillings a month. Donkey sellers paid
six pence for any beast sold, cattle and horse

dealers paid one shilling for any beast sold utc.1b

13. NNAK Katprof 1245.
14. NNAK Katprof 1586.
19, S.K.M. 27/12/92.

16. Thid, See also NNAK Katprof 1586,
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The Nature of Colonial Taxes

One basic nature of coloninl taxes is that

they were heavier in inecizence than the nire-—
coloninl taxes which were CoLLeChLed LI S s,
ML was 2espite Lhe claims made by Lugard Lo
mnke them fewer, more rational end lighter, This

could be supported from the rates of inciucence
charged on each individual with the Dritish

occupation of our area of study. The kurdin rafi

was for example, raised from 1,200 cowries to

4,000 cowries. Kurdin kasa was also raised from

1,200 cowries to 4,000 cowries in 1903 and 4,800
cowries in 1907 to 1909. The tax on gujia was
also increased from 1,200 to 4,000 from 1'303—07.17
The increase in the incidence of taxation continued
with the introduction of taki pacing, This reached
its peak in 1917 and 1918 when an increase of 57

percent was made on zakka, kurdin kasa and jangali.

The increase in taxation during the inter-
war years was mainly caused by the fall in export
crops. As the increment of export duties, railway
charges and dutizs on imports was not going to

favour Dritish trade, direct taxes became the only

17. NNAK Katprof 1289 Katsina Livision Repnort
on Taxation.
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option for the colonial government to maintain

18 In 1919, for example

and inecrease its revcnue.
the rate of taxation in Maska District wns 7/2d

per adult male, This was reduced to 7/1% in
1924/25 due to massive emigration of people out

of the district. By 1925/26 the incidence had
reached 7/47 and by 1939 was collected at 8/0.29.
By the end of 1949 the incidence was 15/- per every
adult male and by the end of our period it had
reached £3.10 shillings per person.19 The

increase in the incidence of taxation could also

be seen in the total smount cellected in the
district for different years. In 1917 the sum

of £3,960 was collected as taki from the district.
By 1918 the amount had reached £5,996.1.10.
Similarly the haraji of 1924/25 was £4,546,3.8.

It rose to £4,602.2,0 in 1925/26. DBy 1938/39

this had reached £4,992.9.0 and £6,200 in 1940, 2°

18. Shenton' .‘.’l’.’ Dp.(:it’ p.§196.

19. NNAK Katprof 1586, laska Listrict Reassessment
of 1923-24, SNP 17 10316 1.S.I. - Incidence of
Taxation in the Northern Provinces 1938-39 schedules
of, SNP 17 10316, S.2 Incidence of Taxation,

1946-47, SNP 17 10316 S.12 Incidence of Taxation
1949-50, Clough P. and Williams G. Lecording Berg.
The World Bank in Rural Northern MNigeria" in VWatts,
. (ed) state, o0il and ppriculture in Nigerian
University of California Press, Jerkeley 1987, p.182.
Also ADJ. 6/3/92.

20, NNAK ¥atprof 1243 Annual Report for 1917,
IIatprof 1586 laska District Re-assessment of 1923-24,
NHAY Katprof 1286 Vol.IT laska Tiistricet !otes on.
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The increase was also noticeable in the jangeli,
In 1917 this was only £1,908.4.0. 1In 1918 it
reached £2,947. By 1950 the amount collected as
janpgali was £3,377.13.6 and by the end of our

period had reached £3,?14.b.0.21

Colonial taxes were also inflexible mnd took
no account of bad seasons or individual misfortune,
This fact could be seen in the way in which the
colonial government collected taxes at increased
rates during the years of severe famines in Maska

District. During the famine of 1942 yarbalange

the colonial pgovernment did not reduce even a

single kobo on the incidence of taxation., Similarly
vhen there was cattle sickness in 1954 in I'nska
District no attempt was made by the colonialists

to exempt the affected persons from payins jangali.
As a result of this cattle sickness 46 heads of
cattle died in Funtua, 647 at Bakari, 555 at Landume,
193 at Batarawa, 551 at Vagaji ando, 187 at Naipamji,

517 at kairuwa, 183 at Katuka, 116 at Lakera, 86

21. DINNAK Katprof 1244, Katprof 4%6 - Jangeli
Collection Instruction 1930-1956, NNAE Katvrof 71
Jengaii collection 1932-3, ¥Katna 2/36 W.156 Vol.lI
Jangali collection, Katna W.156 Vol.11I, Jan;ali
collection,
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at Dukke, 857 at lLantankari, 748 at I'nhuta, 184
at Maska and 159 at Iwai. The total number of
cattle that died in the district as a result of
the cattle plague was 5,034.22 Yet the Sarkin
Faska and his villare heads were ordered to collect

23

taxes from the owners. The colonial government
was of the opinion that as far as the cattle were
assessed the taxes had to be paid, no matter the

situation.

There was also the fact that all taxes were
made to be peid in colonial currency. This meant
that the payments made during the pre-coloniel
period in kind and cowries was stopped, But while
the colonial government banned the importation of
cowries and stopped the payment in kind, it made
little attempt to introduce Hritish currency. It
insisted that the Rritish llerchant firms were the
ones to make the money available by payins it out
for loeal preoduce and demanding it back for the
sale of imported goods. This became a problem to
the peasants of Maska District as the merchants

purchased very little local preduce before 1912,

22. Katna W. 156 Vol.III Jangali collection.

Ibiu, Another major cattle disecase that
E%Iled about 250 cattle in kLahuta and lakarri
villares was in 1928. Tespite this heavy loss of
cattle as a result of the rinderpest, jangali was
collected., See NNAIL Fatprof 1925 = Ilalf Yearly

Report Katsina Division. Also S.li.u. 22/3/92.
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But this gpart, the firms were initislly not even
interested in trading in cash. Tiey prefered
barter which afforded them the opportunity to
undervalue the crops and therefore make huge

24 This sttitude changred witli time and

profits,
the tax payers had the only option of pgoing into
export crop production in order to et the money

with which to psy their taxes.

The peint should alse be made that colonial
taxes were entirely paid by producers anu cattle
herders of the district, The members of the
ruling class and their large fanilies na well as
the nulama and wealthy traders were all exempted,
The arnual report of 1909 for Katsina division
noted that the wealthy men of business escaped
payins: these taxes, only the lower middle class
p.f:.id.:r5 The exemption of these catesory of
people was geared towards protecting the interests
of the colonialists. The wenlthy traders were

exempted because they were tradings in DBuropean

manufactured focds, They also acted as midulemen

24, Shenton, R.W., op.cit, p.104

25. UNAK SNP 15/3 157 1909,
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or agents for the various merchant firms that
were then operating in laska District. They also
bought raw materials for these Tirms on commission
basis. Hence taxing them would hnve discouraged
colonial trade. As for the ulama and the sarakuna
it was because they were part of the machinery of
colonial state in accordance with the Native
Authority system. The working of the system
required that a bogus air of importance should
be created arcund the local rulers. This was to
enable them function well in the colonial economiye.
The ulama were engaged in the native courts as
alikalsi (judges). All the taxes imposed by the
colonial government were being collected in the
name of these Native Authorities, hence taxing
them would have nerated this falce impression that
the colonialist were trying to create,

fnother explanation is that the colonial
government felt that if these local rulers were
toxed there was the tendency on their part to
resort to embezzling these taxes as well as
extorting from the peasantry in order to recover
the amount they paid. Such a situation was
considered to be serious especially as it had the

tendency to result in uprisings or pensant revolt,
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This was greatly dreaded by the colonialists.26

Based on these reasons it could be argued that the
exemption was official and was recogniged by the
colonial administration.

It was also for these reasons ithat the Sarkin
Jaska, his village heads aud mallamai were exempted,
Other traders of African origin such as lMatus,
Isten, Nuhamman Yalsalako, Sulai, Rufai, Alagidi,
Sai, Ammani, Basharu, Nuhamman, lai Kyan and
numerocus others were exempted from paying tnxes.z?
These were then acting as agents of the various
merchant firms trading in the district, All
government employees, Native Authority Officials
and their domestic servants were further exempted

from paying taxes. Such officials included the

malamin voucher, magatakarda, Sarkin FFada, Nogarai,

Wazirin alkali, alkali, muftai and other staff of

the district enjoyed the exemption.28

It wounld

seem that it was only in the 1950's that any serious

26. Mansur Ibrahim Makhtar, "British Colonial
Lonination in Nigeria and the Development of a
culture of Dependency: Taxation as a factor in the
Break up of the Extended Family in Kano 1903-1950
A.]]." Hlstor,\" Resea-rCh at AoHoUtl VolaVIII’_
1982/@3 Sesslon.

27. UNAK Katprof 1244 Xatsina Divisional Annual
He;}ort 1980. AlSO NiSeFa 30/1/920

28, HKull, R.W., Op.cit, pp.272-273, Also I.S.F.
30,/9/82.
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attempt was made by the colonial government to
tax these category of people., In 1953, L. Isa
Kaita who was then the Levelopment Secretary was
appointed to chair a board of enquiry into the
taxation of rich people attajirai. The Doard met
at Funtua in the company of chief scribe of the
district and menmbers of each villare area on tax
assessment. The enquiry was necessitated by the
fact that the colonial government was suspicious
of the amount assessed by the villase and District
Council members of these attajirai. The Doard
interviewed each attajiri in turn as regards to
hi:s sources of income, Based on the findings of
the committee the colonialists instructed Sarkin
Maska to collect not less than £5 for proflit of

29 The trble

£224 o year from the attajirai.
below shows the rich pcople in kaska District as

well as the incidence of tax for each of them,

29, Xatna W. 314 - Rich People Taxantion,



RICH PEOPLE TAXATTION

TABLE 6:1
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1953-1954

TOWN OGCUDATION WOTOR TAX 1952/3 TAX 1953/54

TAME
CAR

Alh, Modibbo Funtua Trading 0 £T7.15.6 £7.15.6
" Bauchi " H 0 £7.13.6 £5.15.0
¥r. Wwilson " J 1 £7.13.6 £9.9.0
Mr. Qkoloh " n 2 £16.18,0 £20.4.6
Drnladi I3, " " 0 £5.13.0 £9.0.0
Alh, Kadiri L " 0 £5.17.6 £6.0.0
t Ibrahim pAlo © n 2 £9.2.,0 £6.18.0
Abdu Dankano " n 2 £6.8.0 £8.8.0
Tusa Mamuda " " 0 £5.2.0 £6.18.0
Dukumg, " " 0 £95.13.0 £6.18.0
Maiwada n " 0 £6.3.0 £8.3.0
Lr. Bffiom " " 0 £7¢3.0 £7415.0
Alh, Bello " " 2 £6.18.0 £8.8.0
Yusuf B. " " 2 £5.17.6 £7.3.0
Alh. Lawsal Dlu v " 0 £4.18.0 £H.13.0
Tnuwa Sitati " " 0 £ 1746 £6.,18,0
Danyaya Cyada " " 0 £4.13.0 £9.0.0
Saka " " 1 £4.8.0 £5.17.6
Alh, Addshir " " 0 Now £5.17.6
Ahdu Yarce Dandume " 0 £6.8.0 £6.18,0
Tafida " i 0 £2.13.0 £95.0.0
Sani " " o £6.18.0 £6.18.0
Ajayi Tafoki " 0 £6.8,0 £6.,18.0
Yayo " " 0 £6.8.0 £6.18,0
Lawal Kaigamji 1 New £5.17.0

Total £188.0.6

o o s o e e ek T b it T T ' — A Sy . . A S

Katna W, 3,14.

Jource:
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It was also in 1953 that +the colonizl rovernment
started to tax all commercial euployees working in
the district, non European clerical enmplorees,
railway workers, agricultural department Daudawa
workers, B.C,C.A. workers etc. The tax wns
calculated on the basis of the annual earnings of
the workers., All Mative Authority workers in the
District were asked to pay 3d for every £50 they
earned and 64 for any amount more than £50, The
daily paid labourers were also incluced in this
category. Village heads and their mallamai were
however exempted from this category. They were

made to pay kurdin arziki or sanu'a or sonn.

There were also clerical staff who mostly cane from
southern Nigeria that were made Lo pay the same rate
as that of the MNative Authority workers. 1In the
samne year, all clerks working for the colonial
government, companies or railways were also required
to pay 34 for every £1 they esarned. Carpenters,
bricklayers and others in the same proup were
however exempted. Railway workers, messencers and
otihher clerks were made to pay the amount ppid by
Native Authority employees. The 1lnst catepory

were labourers vho were not engased everyday. They

30

were asked to pay (1/-) each, See Appendix III
for the list of some of these workers and their rates

of incidence.

30. Katna W. 317/S.3 = Texation of Commereial
Employees.
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Another basic nature of the colonial taxes
is that they were paid by all from the agzes of 12.
This was not the case in the pre-colonial period
as taxes were paid on householl basis. kach
householé head had it as an obligation to pay the
tax on individual tasis of all adult nanles in his
compound., This added to the burden of the tax
payers in Naska District. A tax payer who had
seven male sons was made to pay the same rate he
had to pay for himselft for all of them instead of
paying on their behalf as was the case in the area
before colonial occupation. But 1t was even more
disturbing when one notes that a number of boys from
3 to 12 years old were assessed as tax payers in
the samrayi class. This was based on whether the
boy WOTe g bante or not. This was however done by
the villagre heads to bring the nuuiber ol tax payers
up to the total of the precedin; yenr. This was the
case in liaska District in 193%. ‘'hen the first
census was done the total number of tax payers
fell considerably below those of 1933-34. This

decrease was not accepted and the Sarkin lloska was

queried. He responded by askin;: the villere heads
to count boys under 12 years so as to meet the total
of the previous year, Even thouph the colonial
rovernment asked tie officer on tour of L nske

Diastrict to inforn the Bistrict lHend and hia
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village heads that no one under 12 should be
assessed as a sarmayi, the practice continued.31
As these small boys were not of tax age it means

that their parents had to pay for then,

Finally these taxes were collected at a time
when the peasants had not harvested their crops.
The collection was mostly carried {rom September

32

to Qctober in Vaska District. In order to get
the money with which to pay their taxes the
peasants resorted to mortgaging their crops to the
canteen clerks who were representntives of the
colonial companies. The canteen clerks provided
enough money to the pecasants with which to pay the
taxes. Wihen their cotton or groundnut was
harvested, they took it to the clerk who ;ave them
the credit and settle what they owed him, This
was the only avenue by which tlie peasants in Maska

Listrict were able to pay their taxes. DBut it was

a practice in which they lost heavily to the canteen

31. NNAK Katprof 84 Tax Collection and Evasion
Instructions Relating to: Also interview with
Sani Ali Unguwar Wanzamai 23/4/92. lenceforth S.A.U.

32. NNAK Yatprof 211 - Pirms Agents Advancing
lloney for purchase of produce legal Ruling
1933-1952, Also S.A.U., 23/4/92.
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clerks. In one of the colonial reports the
Agricultural Officer in charge of Daudawa TFarn

Centre noted that:

The practice of collecting tax in
October, before the crops have been
harvested and sold, definitely drives
the farmers to accept advances from
middlernien anu firms clerks. District
Heads must prodauce the tax for their
digstricts or they get into trouble,
The obvious corollary is that they go
to the middlemen and clerks for the
money, selling their crops in advance
at probably half tle true value.

The officer requested that the colonial
government should delay tax collection until
Decenmber but this was rejected. Illence most of
the money for crops went into the pockets of

middlemen instead of the farmers.

The Organisation, Agsessment and Collection of
Coloniel Taxes

The organisation and assessment of colonial
taxes was the sole responsibility of the British
officials in NMaska District., Lugard had earlier on
made the point that tax assessment was the most

important work of the Resiuent and his staff.34

33- ] hido

34, @ ahmud lodibbo Tukur, Pit.L. Thesis,
op.cit, p.642.
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The collection of these taxes was, however, left
in the hands of the Native Aputhorities of the

digtrict. These included the Sarkin Maska,

his village heads and supporting staff such as the

taki mallams or tax mallams,

The people in Maska District were assessed in
two main ways during the period of colonial domination,
These included the taki (pacing) form of assessment
and the lump-sum gystem of assegssment, laraji or

kudin arziki. As we have shown elsewhere the taki

wans introduced in our area of study in 1911. It

invelved the tax officer or taki mallam measuring

the farm with the use of his feet so as teo determine
the number of acres in the farm, A uniform tax of
gix pence was charged for each acre. FEach village
head in the district was provioced with a register
with which to record the names of the tax payers
and the total number of acres in tneir farms, This
register was checked by the colonial official on
tour so as to ensure that there was no mistake,

He then approved it, The assessnent was carried by
taki mallams in each village., These were appointed
by the laska District Head and worked closely with
the village head with whom they were attached., The
village heads were also instrincted by the Saprkin

liaska to always be on the watch out so ags to report
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peasants became reluctant in extending their
farms for fear that they would be made to pay more
if re-measured. This in turn affected the level
at which agriculture was practiced in the district,
This form of assessment was phased out and the

lump sum-system adopted in 1927.

The lump-sum was assessed on the basis of the
tax payers wealth or the gross annual income of the
individual, The Unit of taxation was the village,
hamlet or unguwa. Bach village head was given a

register of household statistics littafin yayanka

nawa., The villagse heads were requested to take

the statistics of their tax payers in the book,

This was done twice in a year. Luring the time

for the assessment the village head sent his village
criers to inform all the people under lhiis area

that they should assemble in the front ol the village
head's house the next day for assessment. The
village head performed this assignment in the
company of his tax mallam who recorded all the
information that was provided by the tax payers
about themselves. They were asked about the number
of their children, wives, goats, cattle, donkeys,
horses and anything they possessed. They were

also asked to mention the number ot economic trees
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that they had in their {arms. These could be locust
bean Dorowa (shea nut) kadanya (Baobab) kuka,
Dinya (Tamarind) Tsamiya (Ebony) kanya (lL.ahogany)

madachi, kiriya, Giginya (palm) Tukuruwa, rubber

etc. The peasants also were sou;ht to say whether
they engaged in industries such as dyeing, weaving
or tailoring - as well as the gress annual income

derived from their various crops.3?

An informant noted that the time of assessment
was normally a time when the village heads had
vgif'ts" of hens, eggs, and ducks brought to them by
the peasantry. These were ways by which these
people thought that they were sclieciting for mercy

-

from the village heads when it cmme to final apporticn

38

ment of the taxes. At the time of the assessment
no nerson was allowed to move or ;0 to any plnce
until the exercise had been completed, After this
had been completed the tax Kallam of the village
then took the register to thne tax officer oif the
district. This was checked by him anu passed on to

the District Head. Thnis was further cross checked

by the colonial officer on tour of the district,

37. Interview with Alhaji Ali Jabiri 23/4/92.
lHenceforth A.A.J.

38, Tbiu. A.b.die 5/6/92.
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The assessment for the district was then sent to
Katgina where the colonial government determined
what was to be paid in the whole district and what
was to be collected by each village head. The

Sarkin Maska was accordingly given a printed paper

showing the amount of tax to be collected from his
distriet. Similsr printed papers were also

given to all the village heads in the district

also showing the amount to be collected from their
units. After this had been done the District Head,
hig village heads, hamlet heads and elders of

each town would together discuss and gettle the
individual apportionment. The village mallams
would then write each householder's tax on the
register. They would also prepere receipts and
white slips or demand notes for the tax payers.,

On the latter wag written only the name of the tax
payer and the amount of his tax. When this was
completed and checked by the District mallams the
white slips were then issned to the tax payers.39
In the table below one could see how a typical

statistics of population looked like based on the

lumpsum assessment yayanka nawa, maza da.

39. Ibnid,
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VILLLGE GROWPS  ECUSE ZCLD QRO WP LuilE T e 2ORAL
WITS RaA® \asle  RaLsS | CHILAZ (i) 3ag YR EaTZ) 0 siex  DCIDECE Al
GIDi) (SARRT) (YeRa bili) M7 (Shoc vy J FR sal
Geaiya 335 78 143 365 12 131 1,066 42 28/~ £233.5
Rafin Kanya 129 43 63 162 2 69 566 21 £8/<
MNadaki 30 7 15 38 1 16 107 4 £B/-
Goya 87 32 52 103 2 57 333 18 £8/~ £40
Harande 130 42 68 143 2 87 472 31 £8/- £60
Kwatangiri 56 36 33 69 5 41 240 13 £8/= £34.10
Tudun Iya 173 35 126 223 11 89 67T 44 £8/- £109
Dogon Awo 37 17 33 48 2 35 172 13 £8/-
Nai gamji 92 38 55 115 3 57 360 25 £8/- £200
Bakin Dutse 78 32 41 103 3 35 295 20 £8/~
Tabkin Shantali 65 23 37 83 2 36 246 13 i8/-
Kaliyawa 42 17 23 48 2 34 166 10 £8/-
Zanfa 28 15 38 36 1 30 148 12 £8/-
Rafin Iwa 52 22 28 7 7 35 115 15 £8/- £320,17
Sayyeu 43 16 15 53 4 21 151 6 £8/~
Daperi 208 55 121 287 13 108 392 43 £8/-
Sar. Arna 56 18 17 84 1 19 195 14 £8/~
Sar, Dawa 19 g 7 22 2 11 70 6 £8/-
Gamji 152 53 72 175 14 T4 540 34 £8/-
Maikasuwa 74 25 25 a 5 46 272 8 e/~
Marmara 196 60 102 2717 15 123 T3 38 £8/- £102,.8
Makurdi 149 68 106 187 18 126 654 33 £8/- E171.7
Maxera 176 78 102 214 8 115 6% 322 el

SOURCE: - KNAK Katprof 1/1/4 Maska District Notebeok,

. 4
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The lump sum system was by no means accurate,

Thia is because in most cases the property of
children and women were admitted as being taxable
despite the fact that they were not supposed to
pay. But even more than this an informant noted
that the apportionment of the tax which came after
the sssessment was based more on the relationship
between the tax payers and their village heads
than on the assessment.4o There was also the
problem of'determiningwho a grown up male 'samrayi?’
was., A8 we have pointed elsewhere the colonialists
understood the concept to0 mean any bey who wasg able
to take his place in the community and does his
share of farm work or one who could wear Eggﬁg.41
This definition of samrayi was so ambiguous that
the village heads were made to categorise sll male
children as gamrayi. As one colonial official
pointed out:

the 'talaka' frequently refers to a

male child of any =mge as a ?*sarmayi’

and I believe that it is {our)

ignorance of the technical meaning

of the word in the tax-lists which
leads to injustice.4?2

40, AWM.D. 7/6/92.

41, NNAK Katprof 84 Tax Collection and Evasion
Instructions Relating To: Also A.M.B. 7/6/92.

42, NNAK Katprof 1080.
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Hence children from 3 to 12 years were considered as
samrayi and were therefore assessed as taxable,

This situstion was said to have caused so much
discontentment and emigration of people out of

the district in the 1940's. It was for this

reason thal the colonial government asked Sarkin
Maska to appoint a committee that would look into
the problem of taxation in the distriect. The garkin
Maska appointed the village heads of Maigamji,
Mairuwa and Maska together with one Jimoh, who was

a dispensgser, M. Bala Abe the Sanitary Inspector

and M. Mamwman Barda who was in charge of Funtua
School. There was no representation from the

actual tex payers., The village heads tried to
absolve themselves from any blame as they pointed
cut they had glways tried to be fair in their
assessments. They went on to blame the central
Native Administration at Katsina for sending back
their assessment when ever they were sent with the
word that it was not alright. They were then made

by the Sarkin Maska to carry out a second assessment -

80 as to meet a certain number., This forced them
to include children of B and 9 years, and o0ld men
of 70 and 80 years. These were not included in
the earlier estimate of the list of tax payers as
they were not supposed to pay tax. The village

heads were honest to accept that the taxes apportioned
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on thege two groups were actually paid by the
peasants and relatives of the small children and
old men., They concluded that it was for this reason
that taxation became unbearable and led to the
emigration of people out of the district as they
had no money to pay for themgelves, their children

43 The deliberations of the committee

and old men.
were written by Mamman Barda and sent to the District
Officer., The colonial government did not take any

action on the report,

As could also be seen from the table above
the tax incidence per person was not uniform in the
whole district. The c¢colonial cfficial on tour of
the district in 1933 was himself honest enough to
accept that it was injustice for Funtua to be
assessed at 7/64 per man whereas the rest of Maska
District paid B/~ a head.44 This particular
disparity does not seemed %0 have been ag a.result
of any definite colonial policy. One informant
however, noted that it could be seen as an attempt
by the colonial government t0 encourage the cotton
traders of the ares as well as make people to

45

settle in the town, This is logical as far as

43, NNAK Katprof 1286 Maska District Notes.

44. A.M.D. 21/11/92, Also Abdullahi Idris Mahuta
op.cit. p.274.

45, AJN.D. 21/11/92, Also Abdullahi Idris Mahuta,
op.cit., pP.274,
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the district head quarters was located in this
town, This also shows the inconsistency of

colonial policies.

Apart from the taki and lump sum forms of
assessment, there was also the assessment carried
out on cattle. This was known as cattle tax or
Jangali, During the period of cclonial domination
in Maske District all cattle owners were taxed,
Thege included the nomad, semi-nomad and settled
owners. The procedure in this type of assessment
was for the village head to arrive at a ruga at
dawn with his mallam and some ward heads. The
cattle were then counted, and the name of the owner,
the number of cattle and the amount due from him
were recorded by the village mallam. The cattle
owner was then informed of the amount due and told
to pay the village head at the appropriate time.

The assegsment was normally started in April and
finished in June, This was done yearly. The cattle
tax was made payable from 1st July to the 31st of
October. The time corresponded with the peried of

the wet season when the movement of cattle from

one area to another was likely to be reduced to a
minimum. The counting was alsc conducted simultaneously
in all the villages of the district. This was to
prevent evasion in which cattle chahged their

grazing grounds during the period of the count.
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In the event that cattle had to be moved fo another
area during the count, permits were granted which
stated that Jangsli had been paid on the cattle
whose movements they cover and this exempted the
person in charge of them from further demands on

46 The District Head of WMasks District was

route.
also instructed to go round the boundries to count
bordering villages on the same days, so as to
prevent cattle owners passing backwards and forwards

and so avoiding payment.

It should however be neted that in the case of
the nomediec Fulani the more important Fulani ardo's
were used in Maska District who were delegated to
assess and collect jangali. These included Tsofo
for Bakari, Maisaje for Mairuwa, Daudu for Dandume
Jiruwa, Chiroma for Inshanu Jiruwa, Juli, Ja‘*o and
Namagora for Kaura Katuka, Marafa and Beri for
Magaji wWando, Duns end Shiwallo for Duya, Gudale and
Bawa for Inono and Maigabi and Jaggba for Rgfinfa.

It was out of the Jangali collection that these ardos

were given & small proportion of the amount collected .47

46. S.B.G., 19/9/92.

47. 1bid, See also NNAK Katprof 456 Jangali
Collection Instruction onh 1930-56.
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As for the so=called caravan toll the assessment
was based on the number or quantity of goods one
took to the market. The tax was collected by the

different Sarakunan kasuwa where they were

appointed. In other markets the tax was collected
directly by the village heads., A% the Maska,
Funtua and Magaji Wando markets it was collected

by these Sarakunan Xasuwa. In the other markets

the tax was collected by the village heads, The
collection was done meonthly. The traders were

isgued with receipts on payment of the tax. The
receipts were given to the Sarkin NMaska by the
colonigl government and he was required to distribute
them to the tax collectors, The total amount
collected from Funtua, Maska, and Nagaji Wando

48  ,fier the total amount

in 1933 was £66.3.0.
had been collected by the market heads and village
heads, they remit it to the Sarkin Magka, This
was done on annual basis., The Distriet Head then
remit the total amount obtained from all the

markets in the district to the Beit~el-~mal.

Ag we have sgid in the course of this discussion
all taxes were collected by the village heads,

hamlet heads, ardos or sarakunan kasuwa. It would

48, NNAK Katprof 1586. Also A.M.M. 22/12/92.
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geem that at the beginning of colonial period up
to about 1930 the colonial goveranment allowed the
people %0 pay their taxes instalmentally. This
was only for those who could not pay at once.
Those who paid at once were given receipts. For
those who gave part payments, this was noted by
the village mallams both on the back of the counter-
foils and on the white slips. The latter was
however returned te the tax payer on each occasion.
From about 1939 the colonial government forbade all

part payments in Maska Distriet., The Sarkin Maska

and his village heads were instructed to collect

full payment and give a receipt te each tax payer
immediately on payment. Propaganda was even usged
urging tax payers to demand a receipt for their money
or lodge a complaint if it was withheld by the
village head. After the tax of each person had

been collected the village head was expected to

remit his tax to the Sarkin Maska. If after

eight days this was not done the village head was
asked to explain the reason why he could not do so.
The District Hesd, however, was instructed to

check the village tax receipt bocks for each
village and ensure that the sum sgreed with the

receipts iggned. He then cancelled the checked
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counterfoils with o rubber stamp. After all the
money had been brought to the District Head by
the village heads in company of their mallams,
he then gent the total tax received together with
the District ApAccount book and receipts issued by
him to the village headmen. These were sent to the
District mallam at Katsina. The money was either
taken by the District Head himself or his mgllam,
The money was also sent with receipt books for
checking and cancellation as well ag details of
payment which were entered in the assessment books.

The Sarkin Maska gave receipts to his village heads
49

indicating that he had collected money from them,
This was basically the procedure by which all taxes
were collected in Maska District during celenial

period,

These taxes were collected with force and
brutality. This was egpecially meted out on all
tax payers that could not pay their {axes at the
gcheduled time. Some of the informants were able
to recall the kinds of punishments that were given
to such pecple. One way of punishing them was to
chain them against a tree trunk until they were

saved by friends or relatives who paid the money

49- A-N-g- 30/9/92’
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50

on their behalf. Another way was to shackle

them to the bottom of trees by means of staples

51
Others were locked

garam over their ankles,
up in a room that had heen sprayed with ground
pepper and were left to sleep inside., Early in
the morning they were brought out and given a cold
bath with water obiained from a brand new pitcher
tulu. They were then sent to go and bring their

22 The village head of Makera was remembered

taxes.,
a8 being merciless with any person from his area
that could not pay his tax. On cne occasion Gamba
of Unpguwar Kwana could not pay his tax. The

village head was sald to have ordered that his neck
and his right leg should be tied with a rope.

This waa done and the man was made te work from
Unguwnr Xwana to NMakera which was about one mile.

By the time thia man got to the house of the village
head at Malkera the rope had inflicted a deep wound
on his leg and neck. The man was gaid to have died
that very night.53 It was thus partly because of
guch brutalities that many people from the district

ran away before the time of collection so as to find

50. M.I.M. 26/2/92.
51. MN.B.J. 24/4/92.
52« A.K.B. 24/4/92.
53. AJAWUL 5/6/92.
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the money. Other people followed all avenues in
order to pay their taxes. They for example sold
their crops at harvest when the market was glutted.
A measure of guinea corn that was sold at the rate
of 1/6d during tax assessment was disposed at a

24 Other

give away price of 6d, so as to pay taxes.
tax payers resorted to selling the livestock or
ornaments of their wives to pay tax. Many others
went to borrow money to pay the tax. This was
returned with interest ruwa. One Namama Unguwar
Kalage, was remembered as the person who people
went to borrow money from with such interest.55
It was only when the tax payers had exhausted
all avenues and could not find the money to pay
the taxes that they were arraigned before the
Native Authority court. They were tried and sent to
prison where they languished till a relative or
friend of theirs was able to pay the tax in their
behalf.
Once a person was assessed to pay tax even
if he died before the time of collection, his
96

relatives had to pay for him. All these showed

how terrible taxation was in our area of study,

54. M.I.M. 26/2/92.
55. A.K.B. 24/4/92.
56. M.B.Jd. 24/4/92.
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An informant noted how six people were Lreated by
the village head of DLaudawa because they conld not
pay their taxes, These people incladed agodi, Labo
Dankoli, Nadedo, Valalu Gurgu, Dankaka and Vadaii.
They were put inside a room thot had no window, #t
about seven oclock in the evening, the villapre head
ordered one of his men Lo make fire inside the room
and spray ground pepper on the fire, The door was
then locked, These men were said to have sneezed
throughout the night and died at the early hours of
the morning. The village head reported to Lue Sarkin
liaske that there was a fire outbreak in the village
which killed six people.” !

As we have indicoted earlier coloninl Laxes

must be paid at all cost Taluaka buida bobn, At b nkera

villapge about six household heads were said to have
run away as they had no money Lo pey their taxes,
According to Zakari Yau, these people never came back
to Kakera again, Their houses and farms were given to
strangers that came from other places., The strungers
were made to pay the taxes of these peopnle before they

-
occupied the houses and the rnrms.Ja

Another informant noted that it wasn't Lhat
the people had the money but refused Lo pay. The

fact was that there wns no money., A hounschold head

Di. 1nterview with Barau Laudawa 30/11/92.

58. Interview with Zukari Yau liakera 22/11/92.
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who had five males of tax age had to sell about
one hundred bundles or more of guinea corn or
millet before he could pay for all of them., This
meant selling virtually everything he had of his
grain stock.59 Nadela Maroki of Mararrabar Maska
was said to have sold every thing he had in order
to pay taxes for himeelf and his children, The
money however fell short of the total amount demancded.
He therefore ran away. He died on his way to
Fandogari., His farm and house were sold to someone
who paid the taxes.60 Similarly Tsalhatu Sirwajo
suffered for non payment of colonial taxes. The
village head of Goya made him to cut firewnod for
him in place of his tax. The man was said to have
cut the firewood up to ten times. Anytime he
brought it the village head tolud him that he had not
cut the right variety. He should go back. It was
in this process that the man mistakenly cut his
leg with the axe which led to the amputation of the

61

leg. The father of one informant was also warned

not to go about with his new blanket gwndo by the
Maska Village Head. This was because he had not paid

his tax for the year.62

59, Interview with Idi Maiwada Mairuwa 15/11/92.

60. S.K.M. 27/12/92.
61. 1bid,
62. AMNM. 27/12/92.
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Qver Assessment Extortion and Embezzlement of Taxes

The burden of taxation on the people of
Maska District was worsened through over-assessment
and other extortionate practices by the Sarkin
Maska and his village heads. This was done during
the apportionment of taxes. The village heads
asked the tax payers to pay more than the amount
they were actually assessed on. The demnand note
was not given, instead the village heads informed
the people individually of the amount they were
required to pay. 1In other instances the white
slips were issued to the tax payers without being
filled and they were asked to bring any amount that
the village head felt was suitable to him., 1In
still other instances tax payers who had paid
their taxes were given the demand notes instead of
the receipts after such payment. TLater on the
village head approached them and asked them to pay
their taxes. If they said that they have paid he
demanded to see their receipts. As they were not
given receipts, they were through this way forced
to pay again. The firat payment was therefore

pocketed by the village head.63 Such practices were

63. M.B.J. 24/4/92.
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common in our area of study during the period of
colonial domination, It was especially noted in
1930 by the colonial official on tour of the

64

district, Another case was reported against

Galadiman Maska, the village head of Dandume., The
65

village head was said to have collected maza da

from many people without given them receipts.
The man who lodged the complaint urged the
Agsistant District Officer attached to the District
to investigate the matter and take appropriate
action. Nothing came out of this complaint.66
Similarly in 1950 Ado Mai-Rogo, Umaru Dgn ta Karji,
Sale Umaru and numerous others from Yartabki were

said to have been refused their receipts after

paying their taxes. When the matter got to a colonial
official he sent for the village head. On being
asked why he had refused to give them receipts, the
village head defended that it was because he had
forgotten. He was there and then warned to desist
from such a practice or be removed from office.67

It seems also that the village heads connived with

the Sarkin Maska to demand more than the amount that

64, NNAK Katprof 1286 Maska District. Notes on.

65, Maza da referred to cattle tax Jangali. 1t

was paid by the cattle rearers especially Fulani
before they moved away to other places in search of
pasture for their cattle. See NNAK Katprof 1823 Maska
Listrict Head Complaint Against. Also AM.M. 27/12/92.

66. 1Ibid,

67. Interview with Alhaji Muazu Yartabki 6/6/92.
Henceforth A.M.Y.
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was supposed to be paid by political opponents,
This was applicable to members of Northern

Blements Progressive Union (N,E.P.U.). Towards

the end of our period gll the members of this

party were asked to pay £% instead of £3 that was
being paid by the rest of the people, The matter
was immediately reported to the Secretary, Northern
Provinces. Before he intervened the people were
forced to pay, those who refused or could not were

imprisoned. Jarkih Maska was later on reguested to

collect the gsame amount that was paid in the
district from the members. The order was however
belated as the tax had already been collected. When
these members further petitioned, an order was
given that their money should be returned to them,
This was however, not done up to the end ol our
period.68
It would seem also that other Native Authority
Officials who were working in the district extorted
money froem the people. This was the case with
M. Amman who was the veterinary officer of the
district. This man was said to have collected the
following sums of money from various towns in the
district without any genuine reason. He extorted a

total of £2 from different people in Maska, 15/~ from

68. M.I.M. 26/2/92.
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Dukke, 20/- from Dukke, 2/~ from Yakurutu, 15/- from
Goya, £1.6.3 from Mahuta,

£1.16.0 from Mairuwa, £2.3.9 from Dancdume, £4.,1.,0
from Mahuta again, £26 from Funtua, £1.17.0 from
Funtua again, £7 from Magaji Wando and a total of
£17.7.0 was collected from Bakari, Kurami, Tafashiya,

Tsiga, Guga and Yaribori. The Sarkin Kasuwa and

garkin Zango of the district were also said to have

been involved in the extortions. The Sarkin Kasuwanh

Funtua and Sarkin Zango were in 1931 said to have

jllegally collected the sum of £120 from different
people at Funtua. The money was cecllected whenever
the people took their cows to the slaughter houses.
mhis amounted to 3/3d out of which bhoey withheld 1/-
and gave them a receipt of 2/~. Such money was

collected from Sarkin Fawa Naljika, Barau Zakara,

Danhauwa Mailafiya, Dukuma, Sarkin Fawa Bagzanfare,

Danhauwa, Ali dan Ilu, Hassan, Sanda and Gaje. When

the case was investigated Amman, Sarkin Kasuwa and the
Sarkin Zange were made to refund the money they

illegally collected to the owners.69

The Sarakunan
Kasuwa and the village heads also used to force
traders to give them part of whatever they were selling
This could be one or two measures of guinea corn

or millet or even a bag of potatoe: as the case

might be. The practice was referred te as dauken

60, NNAK Katprof 1286 Naska District Notes.
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kKasuwa anid was for the perasoconal ane of L ©811ann
and siarket heads. Thia waa Qononded oanviy Mrem
what the traderg hiad %o pay an *521)* ab 42 and

70

of each month,

There wvere, similnrly, nomeronn cancas thnt were
reported in Manka Dintriet of the Niatrict llend nnd
his villase henda forecing cnttle rearers to pny
tnx twice., One such cenna wng reported in 1939 hy
Valloam Mammen Jn who wna then the veterinary ninllanm

of the diptrict. The Sarkin Maska instructed the

veterinary mallem to collect jongali from none
cnttle rerrers that came from burbi Liastrict., It
wna diacovered that theae FPalani hod paid their tnx
while they were otill at home and even hnd the
receipt with them. When Serkin Maeake woa told this
he snid that they had to pay nprnin or he wouls
direct his dogaral to lock them up. anle,

and Alhnaji Mammean vho wore nnme o the deprrai working
in the district wore diracted to enoure that the
cattle reaorers haa complied, They pald 20/« vhich
Manman Ja took to Sarkin licaka end reguairea that
the Listrict Heoad ahonld give him o reeceipt to carry
to the resrerns. e fourther explninedi thnt the
yvenreres wonld on returning from JYlorin {(nke the

firat receipt hnek to their Vintrict Ilnad ena demond

T o Aeh.U. 21/12/92,
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fcr thelr money. The Sarkin Maska anprented piving
Veamaan Ja a plain paper thnt resenhled the raceipt
Lo take to the enttle rearersa but he ohjeectnd,
The Jistrict Head hed no onktion than to retnern the
woney to the cattle renrern, 1t wea Lor auch
extortionnte nracticen thot the 'mloni were ania to
huve avoided pameings throngh the tLictriet in their
viny to the South.?1

In fact at a certnin stage the District liead
vag BalG to be collecting all the Jonpali tox
himaelf both on the village ana the nomnd cattle,
Ha carried his sonsg, lakari, Gaindima and farbi with

him or somatimes aenl then to eollect any amount for

a

arkkin 'aslka aleo hid benind the

- —— e =~

him ailone, 7The
Mative Authority law which atnted thek it was an
oifence to alunupghter vouns gonta or rrma whone

sking were not matured enongh to he trnned into

hides, to extort moncy from offenaera, This supercedeqd
the mmount that the law anic should be eollacted from
exring peveona, Tnabtand of 1/. the Diastriet Nend
ordered that 3/- should ba enllecton from offenidera,
The monay was referred %o na kuwlin jonaniin Mohuata.

Agpin he asked the Sarvkin Fosuwa Lo ceolleet kudin

.

kasuwe from srain oellers and snyonn thnt

Ti. KNAY Eatprof 2664 - Complaint Anninat the
Fiatrict Nand,
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sold something in the market. The amount collecled
also exceeded the repulation. This ranpged from 1/-

b |
and 3/= irrespective of the qunnttty.7‘

These problems of over-assessment and
extortion were not practiced by the LRistrict
Head alone znd veterinary mallams as we have tried
to show. 1t was also practiced by village heads
of the bListrict. As early as 1923 when Hamlyn
toured the district, he discovered Lhat more thian
seven village heads had collected money in evcess
of Lhe actual amount assessed. 7The excess was

from £5 to £30. e noted that:

In many if not most cases, the amncunlLs
actually paid in tax by the talakawa
were in excegs of thoase brought to
account: for 1 hnve little doubt frem
what 1 hive seen of the Imirate as a
whole, and Faska District in particular
that every talaka pnys at leaust Lhe Lax
at which he is assessed.’)

1t is pertinent for us tu mention that Lhe
Native authorities in liaska bListrict were not

satisfied with what they exerted frum Lhe peasants,

72. NNAn Ratprof 2647 Instructions to bistrict
Heads, HNNan, kKatprof 1811 = mMaska District General
Report, HNHNak hatprof 1586 ilaska District He-assessment,

73. HHan natprof 1586 kasks District Ke-assessment.
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they also resorted to embezzling colonial taxes.
This was considered a serious offence on the

part ot the District Head and hisg village heads.
The British responded by removing and Jjailing

all those who were caupght. Une of the very first
District Heads to be removed from office was

5. Th

Sarkin Maska Abdu dan Galadima. This was in 191

In 1923 two village heads were also removed from
office for embezsling taxes. These were the village
headsof Kaura Dan Alasan and Bakarri.75 The two

were sgsentenced to cone year imprisonment each.
Similarly the village head of Maska was alsoc found

to have embezzled taxes. He was as a result

sentenced to six months imprisonment in 1928.76

The village head of Dandume was in 1930 forced to
make the deficit of &£4 which was less the sum reguired

77

from the village. In the same vein the village

head of Bakare misappropriated Jangali of £30, He

had in 1929 also made away with £17. He was removed

78

from office and imprisoned. Others such as

74. Ingawa Tukur Bello op.cit, pp.47-50.

75. NNAK Katprof 1811, Maska District ueneral Report,
76. NNAK Katprof 1592.

77. NNAK Katprof 1286 - pMaska District Notes on.

78. 1Ibid.
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Magaijin Jiruwa were forbidden to collect taxes

because of embezzlement. Similarly Sarkin Maska

Shehu had his salary reduced by £120 on account of
embezglement., Many other village heads were removed

for the same offence during colonial period.

The Impact of Colonial Taxation on the People

Colonial taxation brought a great deal of
suffering and poverty to the people of Maska Disrict.
This was because of the high rate of incidence of
the taxes and the brutal methods with which they
were collected. We have noted that these taxes were
regular and inflexible. This was to tally with the
budgeting procedures of the fiscal year. There
was no consideration given to harvest failure,
local calamity or individual misfortune. The taxes
were also paid on individual basis. Above all the
incidence of these taxes grew consistently throughout
the colonial period which made rural producers to

pay a minimum of 30 per cent of their net profit.79

79. NNAK Katprof 1286 - Maska District Notes on
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e have furthermore noted that the relatives of

dead persons were made to pay the taxes for lost

ones. All these factors together with over

assessment and extortion of the people by the

Native Authorities made many of them to emigrate

into other districts. In fact Maska District was

said to have experienced great immigration of

people in 1916/17 as a result of the heavy tax

burden of taki assessment. About 1,611 compound

heads were said to have migrated out of the district.
This resulted 1n the abandonment of 2,410 farms in
1948. This migration began before the farmers

knew the amount they would be taxed in 1917 and
continued until the tax was withdrawn in 1923.80

As Watts had rightly shown, migration was the litmus
for the revenue experiment, short of rural rebellion.61
The migration of people out of the district in turn
affected the level of agricultural production. The
household which had been the basic unit of production
disintegrated. This was because the gandu could

not fulfil the social and economlc obligations it used

0. NNAK Katprof SNP 9 10440y, NNAK Katprof 1921
Katsina Division wuarterly Report 1918.

84. Michael Watts, op.cit, p.259.
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to in the pre-colonial period. The Maigida was
unable to satisfy all the needs of the family
members. Hence they moved away to other places
as wage labourers, seasonal mine workers or petty
traders 1n order to tind money with which to pay

their taxes.

Colonial taxation also attected the other
economic activities that were practiced in the area.
The tax on all trades al'adu  and occupations
led to the decline of the indigenous manufacturing
industries that had flourished in the area before
colonial occupation. This was because the high
rate of this tax discouraged many of the people
from continuing with the trades. Another factor
was that these people could only get British currency
with which to pay their taxes from merchant firms.
This made them to abandon such crafts and go inte
export crop production which would provide them
with money. Hull had noted such a tendency when
he said:

An increasing preoportion of men abandoned

their old trades ang took up peanut and
cotton cultivation.€2

82. Hull, R.N., OEtCitl p0318
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The conseguence of such neglect of the industries
was the technological dependence of the people in
Maska District and Nigeria as a whole on the western

capitalist countries for forelgn goods and services.

The over-dependence on export-crop production
also led to the cutbreak of famines. These famines
were partly caused by coplonial taxation., The famine
of 1927 kwana was particularly said to have been an
evil charm that prevented wedding and dissolved
marriages to the tune of ten thOUSand.83 This
famine was a consequence of a partial failure of rain
fall in 1926 and was aggravated by the taki system.
The taki had by this time been trippled in Maska
District. There were alsc other industrial taxes
that were being collected frem craftsmen which
rarely averaged less than 2/~ per craftsman. These

provided the context for the famine,

The cattle tax jangali was to especially
lead to the commercialisation of the livestock
sector. This was because the tax incidence was in
8l

excess of 15 percent of net household income,

Hence many pastoralists resorted to livestock sales

B3. A.K,B. 24/L/92.

84. Jacob, 3.M. op.cit,
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to cover tax. Many other pastoral households
fled to more remote pastures., The Daneji and
Wo'daa'be Fulani that had settled in the area in
the 19th century were said to have migrated to

85 This was in an attempt

Bauchi and Tanout,
to escape the heavy tax burden which they bore.
This also had disastrous consequences on herd

composition as they diminished in number and

revenue regeneration,

Colonial taxation also led to rural indebtedness.
Many tax payers that could not pay their taxes
were forced to either borrow money from canteen
clerks or from userers. In the case of the
Former the debtors either ended with short-weipghting
or uncompetitive pricing while in the latter case
they were made to collect the money on the condition
that they would pay with interest. This situvation
also explains why many of the peasants wallowed in
poverty during the celoninl period. An informant
noted that most of the peasants were at that time

moving about in tattered cloths or dirty blankets

85. Michael Vatts, op.cit, p.”?9.
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Ewado. He sgpecifically noted that one could
hardly get a good kaftan that was worth £5 from

the village area of Ciroman belle down to Dutsen
Dadi, Unguwar kMallam Dungu, Kadirawa, Unguwar

) 86
Maje, Katuntsuro, Unguwar ilai kowa and lairowa.

The point should also be made that colonial
taxation exposed various households to the
vicissitudes of climate and seriously threatened
the quality of the minimum subsistence floor,
This was due to the constancy of high tax
assessment and levies which forced the household

heads to sell their grain reserves. .s a whole:

Taxation was a fundamental but blunt
mechanism for compelling peasants to
contribute to the cash economy. lonetary
demands might be met through craft
production, labour migration, or b85r0wing
as well as by planting groundnuts.

Conclusion

Our discussion in this chapter have been
focussed on the role of lative Anthorities in

colonial taxation in our area of study. Je have

86. rlal'inY- 6/6/‘)2-
87. llichael uwatts, op.cit, p. 306}
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seen that taxation was used by the British colonial
government to subordinate the pre-colonial economy
of Maska area to the world economy as producers of
raw materials and consumers of manufactured goods.
It was also geared towards sustaining the bureaucratic
structures of the Native Authority system as well as
make people provide labour in colonial projects. we
have similarly examined the nature ot colonial taxes
and we have seen that they were rigid, discriminatory
and burdensome. The chapter has also examined the
assessment ot these taxes and their collection, We
have seen that these taxes were assessed by the Hritish
Ufficials and collected by the Sarkin Faska and his
village heads. The assessment and collection were
however carried out with threats and violence which
forced pecple to follow any means in order to pay their
taxes. We have also shown that the burden of colonial
taxation was increased through the selfish activities
of the District llead and his village heads. Ve finally
looked at the impact of colonial taxation on the people
of our area of study. We showed that it led to the
decline of the major economic activities that had
sustained the pre-colonial society such as agriculture
and manufacture including trade. Colonial taxation
also had catastrophic consequences on the household as
a unit of production and procreation. This resulted

in famines and indebtedness.
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GENERAL _CONCLUS1OHN

Our discussion in this thesis has been on
the role of the Native Authorities in the colonial
economy. The subject itself is important in the
light of eccnomic and pelitical problems facing
this country today. This could be seen in the
economic crisis and dependency on the capitnlicst
countries of western Europe as well as lhe importa-
tion of manufactured pgoods and the expert of
agricultural raw materials in this country. The
glimpse of these problems could further be seen
in political instability which since independence
in 1660, has manifested itself in a series of coups
and clamours of domination by one ethnic group or
region against the other. We have attempted to
find out the scurces or roots of these prcblems by
looking back into the history of colonial domination
in our area of study. This was necessary because
our living present cannot be understood without
making, reference tc the post. ss Cicero had said
some 2000 yoars apgo, "To be iynorant of what happened
before you were born is to be ever a child." Unless
we understand how presenl day vroblems had their

origins, our suggested remedies are apt to prove
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rather naive. Any attempt to look at the immediate
present in finding our problems would result in
having a flat, unbalanced and dictorted picture of
the prcblems and their remedies.

we located these problems Lo coloninl domination
and the role that was played by the former emirate
aristocracy in the subordinntion, exploitation and
underdevelopment of our country. e took a case
study of Maska District in Katsina tEmirate to
represent the larger process of such subordination,
exploitation and underdevelopment in other emirates
of Horthern liigeria.

ve argued in this thesis that contrary to the
views held by the advocates of "Indirect rule"™ and
the 'vent for surplus model' theorists, the lative
Authorities played significant roles in the colonial
economy. These centred arourd Lheir execution of
colonial policies on labour, land tenure, agricultural
production and taxation. Ve showed that it was the

Sarkin Maska and his village heads that recruited

pecple as forced labourers whenever Lhere was a
project to be done. They were also the people who

collected all the taxes that were imposed by the

colonial government., They administered :nd allocated
lands for the construction of colonial projects and

the rest of the people. These people were also used
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to promote colonial agriculture through campaigns,
use of posters, seed distribution and enforcing
colonial laws relating to agriculture. It was also
through their active support that Lhe colonial
government was able to establish the seed multiplica-
tion and experimentation centre at Daudawa, the
British Cotton Growing Association (B.C,G.a.), the
Ginnery at Funtua and other trading firms that

operated in our area of study.

We also showed in this thesis that Lhese
Native authorities were not only used to execute
colonial policies but they also participated and
benefitted trom these. Ihey used Lhe powers pgiven
to them to execute these roles in forcing people to
work in their farms and houses, extort and over assess
them, confiscate their farms mwi houses as well
as cheat them in the weighing and grading of their
agricul tural products. VWe noted specifically that
they were Lhe only people who benefitted from mixed
farming and also served as middlemen to the various
firms. All these added to the burden of the common
people, An informant nobted these dubious attitudes
on the part of the Hative nuthorities as a breach of

trust an ba Uarakuna amana s rike mutanensu amma sun

ci amana. The people were reduced to mere beasts

of burden that suffered in silence, Ho avenue was
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created for them to complain. According to one

colonial report:

The people were reluctant to bring
complaints or to come to natsina because
they were afraid of being punished
after I left the district. 7This was
repeatedly brou ht to my notice and
it is particularly evident in the
units controlled by Jarkin raska's
SONS.2
The colonial officials themselves adopted an
indifferent attitude to such complaints even if Lhey
were lodged. The people had ovnly one solution to
their exploitation and harassment by the colonial
government and that was to wmigrate out of the district,
Also discussed In this thesis is the impact
of coloninl policies on the society and Lhe people
of Maska bistrict. e noted thi:t the polizies affected
the economic activities that had flourished in the
area before ils occupation by the colonial forces.
Tne introduction of the sllen cotton badujnla and
other varieties by the bLritish colonial governnent

paved way for the elimination of the indigenous cotton

bapwandara. The local varielty was specially suitable

to the local textile and weaviung industry. In the

2. HHAK Katprof 1811 = Naska Distriet General Heport,
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absence of the local variety the local textile
industry declined. The weaving industry survived
colonial policies up to 1923 and most of its products
were taken to Borno, han2 and oblher places in
Horthern hlﬂerin.z By 1233, however, this had
collapsed so much so that weavers could only be
found at the villages of Inono and Hafinfn.h The
massive importation of buropesan cloth and other
textiles products completed the destruction of the
local textile industry. This was also the case with
the dyeing industry. The importation of tinned
indigo led to its decline. by 1933 dyers could only
be found at llaska, Kofar Jaria and Duntudu.s In

the same vein, hand tailoring and embroidery were
seriously affected by these colonial policies and
importation of textiles as well as the introduction
of sewing machines in the 1920's and 1930's. 1n
1923 alone there were about 121 tailors using such

machines in llaska District.ﬁ This led Lo the decline

of hand tailoring and embroidery. Uther indigenous

3. HNHNAK Katprof 1586 appendix 111
h. RNNAK Katprof 1/1/h pp.Li2-50.
5. lbid.

6. NNAK katprof 1586 appendix II1L
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economic activities that were affected by colonial
policies and importation of Kurovpean goods included
pottery, wood carving and the smithing industries.
This was partly as a result of the importation of
cutlery and other domestic utensils, The smithing
industry that had flourished in the pre-colonial
period was by 1923 in shambles. All its workshops
were turned into places where Huropean imported

7

scrap metal was remoulded.

We, furthermore, noted how colonial policies
led to indebtedness, famines and the breakdown of

the gandu as a unit of production and procreation.

On a whole a number of observations and deductions
could be made from what we discussed in thig thesis.
In the first place it could be seen that the Native
Authorities were used as mere agents of the British
colonial government in achieving its aims and objectives
of exploitation. The society was not in anyway left
intact and the Native Authorities had no defined
powers. Secondly a contrast could be drawn from the
role of the emirate aristocracy in the emirate
economy and their role in the colonial economy. In
the pre-colonial economy, they had a total control
of the economy and followed all avenues to promote

it for their own benefit and the rest of the people,

7. Ilbid.
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puring the colonial period the Native Authorities
had no control over the economy. They were transformed
into agents that could play some roles in the
economy for the benefit of the Eritish colonial
government, Finally it could be seen that the
colonialists were able to achieve maximum exploitation
of the human and natural resources of our area of
study due largely to the use of the Native Authorities
and the co-operation they gave to the colonialists.
The colonial government was able to recruit labour,
acquire lands, obtain raw materials and collect
taxes through the use of the Native Aathorities in
Maska District.

It is hoped that our discussion in this thesis
will stimulate further enquiries and researches
into the role of the Native Authorities in the
colonial economy. It is alsc hoped that what we
have attempted here would provide a basis for the
understanding of our backwardness, dependency and
underdevelopment. in this country. It is further
hoped that our discussion would illuminate on the
preoper role that the natural rulers should be

accorded in the politics of this country.
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NOTE ON SOURCES

We have in the course of writing this thesis
made use of two types of sources. These are the
primary and the secondary sources. Under the
primary sources we made use of archival materials
and oral interviews. Wwe have also made use of
books and other official documents written by
colonial officials who were participants in the
events. The secondary sources consist of books,
articles, Jjournals, published and unpublished
theses and dissertations. The list ot all the
primary and secondary sources used in the writing
of this thesis could be tound under bibliography.
We shall start our discussion with the secondary

SOUTrCeESe.

secondary sources

There are basically two studies th:t deal
with the pre-colonial period in relation tc our
subject and area of study. These are the works
by Usman, Y.B. - The Transformation of Katsina:
C.1796~1903 The Overthrow of the Sarauta Svstem
and the Estabiishment and Evolution of the Emirate ,
Fh.D. thesis aA.B.U. 197} and his book The Trans-

formation of Katsina 1400-1883, ahmadu Bello University

Press Ltd., 1981. while some important elements
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about Lhe pre-colenial economy and polilics are
discussed in the two works, it should be stated
that the information about the Maska Area was
scanty. We also made use of the book written by

Holowinska Zofia Ancient Hausa Towng in Katsina
and Daura Bnirates, flimeo 1976. This book is,

however, more on pre-coionial urbanisation, There

is also the work by Fahadi abdullahi -"The state

and the kEconomy: The osarauta Lystem and lts role

in Shaping the Jociety and Economy of hano with
Particular Reference to the Eighteenth and Nineteenth
Centuries", Vols 1 and 2 th.D. Thesis, a.B,U. 1682,
kven though this work is on kamo, we have found it
useful in our discussion of the relationship Letween
the local administration of [llaska drea and tle
economy.

There was, however, no sinpgle work that dealt
with our subject of study and area of study in the
colonial period. The wurk by Hichard iull = "iue
Levelopment of administration in Katsina imirate,
Northern Migeria 18807-1Shih", t'h.b. Thesis Columbia
University 1268, is on colonial administration in
the emirate as a whole. lHirilarly the work by
Ingawa Tukur rello - "a Siudy of the Rural kconomic
iliztory of the major Cotten Producing, Vistricts of
hatsina btmirate Durin, the Coloninl Period C.1900-1939",

th.D. Thesis 198);, has net dealt with our area of
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study sufficiently. There are two other wojks
on urbanisation in Funtua. These are Ulofson,
Hoiae "Funtua: Patterns of iigration to a New Hausa
Town," FPh.l. Thesis University of bittsturgh 1976
and Abdull:hi Idris Hahuta - "Urbanisation in
Maska Region in the 19th and 20th Centuries with
Special Reference to Funtuas" M.A. thesis a.B.U.
Zarin 1990. There are also numerous disserta-
tions written on the Emirate as a whole or
some parts of the lmirate including Funtuz but
none is on our subject and area of study. These
include /ibdullahi Muazu sulawa - "Britizh Coloninl
Administrative Policies and tligraticns 1n the
Eirnin Katsina Circa 1202-1254", B.A. ilonours
Histcery Research paper 19723 Anthony U.I'. (f1ss) -
"Land Use | attern in lfuntus,” B... dissertation, »*B.U.
Zaria 197%, bDahirv, S.K.,"Dandume Farmers Kesponse
to the F.n.b.P.: i Case Study", B.a. dinsertation,
neBU. Zaria 1978; lbrahiv, 1l.D. = "an aasessment
of the lmpact of Funtun Inteprated Kural Development
on Hural Communities 1in Finska Villajpe svea," b,..c.
dissertation, a.b.U. Jaria 1981; Barde, li.5. =
"The tolrtical and pcenomic tlistory of daknma PDistrict
from 1915-1965," Bayero Universily, Ir.a. Hiztory
dissertation 1983; aliyu, 1'.B., "aprricul turasl
Pevelopment | rograame in Vuantua aren: o Crilioue,"

b.3c,. dissertation a.tsoUe cavin 1875 amd Afa, 1.8
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"Growth, Centres and their Impact on the RHural
Economy: ia Case Study of kuntua," B.a. Dissertation

J\-B.U. Zaria 1965.

We have also made use of books and articles.
The only book that touched on our area of study
at the general level is that of Grove, A.T., "Land

and YPopulation in Katsina l'rovince with Special

Heterence to Bindawa Village in Danyusuta District,

Government Printer Kaduna WNorthern Nigeria 1952.

We found 1ts discussion on the geography of Southern
Katsina and some aspects on mixed farming useful.
There 1s also the article by Robinson C.H. and
Wallace, W. "Hausa Territories" in Geographical

Journal Vol. 8 No.3 september 1896. It gives a

vivid account of the rate at which agriculture was
practiced in Maska area before the inception of

colonial domination. This was, however, brief.

Primary Sources

The first part of primary sources used in
this thesis consist of official records which were
written by the British colonial officials and District
scribes. These could be located at the National
archives Kaduna, Arewa House and Kashim Ibrahim
Library A.B.U. Zaria. we have made use of three

major series in this study. These include the
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KATPHOF series (Katsina trovincial Records); S.h.Fb.
series (Secretariat Northern Provinces records) and
KATNA series (Katsina Native authority Records).

We have also made use of the works of some Principal
actors in the events discussed. These included the
writings of F.U. Lugard, Charles Temple, Donald
Cameron, Mary bull, Charles Urr, a.H.M. £irk Greene
and Magery Perham. It is important to state that
these records contain detailed information concerning
British colonial domination especially in relation
to colonial policies on labour, land, agricultural
production and taxation. The point should be made
however that the colonial records were handled with
absolute care. This is because of their tendency

to legitimise colonial domination and their attempt
to reduce it to mere rule or administration. There
is also a problem with their use of concepts in
describing some specific aspects about the colonised.
They used concepts such as 'tribe', 'primitive' and
other ethnic categories which deny the understanding
of the event or phenomenon they described. This

was due largely to the pre-conceived notions they
had about ifrica. There is also the fact that the
colonialists tended to hide information or distort
it to serve their own interests. There is for
example nothing said in the colonial records about

the impact of colenial policies on the colonised.
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All that one finds is a detailed account about
the efficiency with which the colonialists were
‘ruling' the country.

1t was because of these limitations that we
carried oral interviews. This was particularly
helpful in finding out the impact of colonial
policies on the pecple. The informants were also
able to tell us as much as they could remember
about their experiences with the WNative authories
in Maska District who execuled these policies.
The interviews were carried out throughout the
length and breadth of our area. All the intervelws
were carried out in Hausa and 1 was able to have
some of them taped. The interviews were first helad
with individuals after which I used to ask the
persons to arrange for a group interview for us the
next day. In both the individual and group inter-
views 1 always started by exchanging greetings and
going on to introduce myself and what 1 was
researching into. 1 directed my questiong to the
main issues in my research i.e. labour, land,
agricultural production and trade. 1 sought to
know about them in both the pre-colonial and

colonial period in Maska district. I then allowed
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my informants to respond. This was normally the
prodedure. In other instances 1 started off with
questions that were easy and less suspicious such
as making inquiries into the founder of the settle-
ment. My experience with all the interviews is that
whenever 1 started with one person or a group,
other people came to listen and contribute in the
discussion., This was very helpful in checking the
information that was given. It also showed how
interested these people are in having, their history
written.

Une basic limitation I have found with the
oral data was that informants were not able to
remember the details of important events relating
to our subject of study. They could only remember
the general framework but could not site specific
examples. The informants were also not able to give
exact dates when the evenls happened. Whenever
there was this second problem 1 used to ask them to
estimate the number of years in which they felt the
event had happened. In other instances 1 made
reference to the major famines that had happened in
the area or the reign of the ruler at the time and

ask them to situate the event within these. Their
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response to this was able to give an idea as regards

to when the event occured.

It should be noted that

inspite of these sheortcomings the oral scurce was

particularly important in c¢hecking the colonial

records.

List of 3ome Informants

Name Approximate Place Dates
Afe

M. Mahammadu Ibrahim g Maigamji 2bf2/92
M. Muhammadu Maisalati 76 " 29/2/92
M. Abubakar Koshe 100 Bakin butse 24/4/92
Alhaji Muhammadu bello 75 Jabiri 2h/L/92
M., Dauda Ra Gaje - Funtua 5/6/92
M. Adamu Abdullahbi 65 " 6/6/92
Alhajl Muazu Yartabki 60 Yartabki 6/6/92
Alhajl MiJdinyawa Uankoli 65 Funtua 7/6/92
M. Sule Bage 100 " 19/9/92
M.lbrahim Mohammed 60 Belongada 20/5/92
M. abdullahi Burtu 80 Funtua 19/3/92
M. Ladan Yuguda gy " 19/9/92
M. Gurba VMohammed 80 Maigamji 19/9/92
M, Ibrahim Umaru 85 Funtua 20/9/92
Late b. Usman Jabiri 57 Jabiri 2l/h/92
M, Usman Ali 50 Jabiri 25/L/92
Alhaji ali 65 Jabiri 23/h/92
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NABE APPRUA LA L FLACIS Dal'E
alaly
ilhaji DanmagaJi 120 Jabiri 23/4/92
bDangaladima Yamusa 80 pandune 2/2/92
Alhaji Zinaidu 70 Dandume 2/2/92
Alhaji ahmadu Makeri a5 Dandume 2/2/92
. Wawu Barkan 65 Dandume 2/3/92
Alhaji Nubu Sambo 75 Funtua 19/9/92
Albhaji Muhammadu 83 Makera 5/11/91
Alhaji Salisu Liman 85 Makera 5/11/92
M, Mubammadu Sant 57 Mairuwa o8/21/92
M. 1ldi Maiwada 6O Mairuwa 15/11/92
M. Barau 84 Daudawa 28/11/92
M, Umaru 80 Paudawa 28/11/92
M. Lasau 102 Daudawa 30/11/92
M. Nagoshi 75 Daudawa 28/11/92
M. Namamman 72 " 28/11/92
M, Isiyaku 102 Mahuta 1M /1792
M. Samailu 110 Dandarau 10/10/92
- M. Usmnan Abdulkadir &Y Goya 10/10/G2
fi, Garba Mohammadu HO NDukke 1/10/92
alhaji audu g8 Maska 12/12/91
M. adamu Maiguga 80 L 27/12/92
M. Shehu Rarfin Gada e} Mararravar Maska 27/12/9
Watiti Maska 90 Maska 27/12/92
Flo Tsalha Ci ha Fadi 75 Mahuta 23/12/92
M, amadu flal Kara 82 Mahuta 22/12/492
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Yakurutu - 11/11/91
Kadawa - 21/11/91
Danmayaki - 30/11/91
bokar ashafa - 3/12/91
Gardawa - 7/12/91
Batagyara - 10/12/91
Unguwar Fadi - 29/12/91
Gwaigwaye - 2/1/92
Bagari - 12/1/92

naliyawa 21/1/92
Dukuduku - 30/1/92
Dukke - 9/2/92

Rafin Iwa - 10/2/92
Tumturkai - 14/2/92
Batarawa - 18/2/92
Magaji Wando - 21/4/92
Gwaya - 29/2/92
Dantankari - 1/3/92
Bakari - 5/3/92

Luya - 10/3/92

lnnono - 21/3/92
hauran hatuka = L4/4/92
Jabiri - 23/3/92

Dandume - 2/2/92
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Samples of Hames and Credentials of Informants
Interviewed in the Course of [Field Work

1. M, Muhammadu Ibrahim Maigamji (M.I.M) - 26/2/92
The interview was held at the entrance hall

of his house. He was 7L years old at the time of the

interview and a farmer. He was a victim of 1land

confiscation. He Joined N.E.!I'.U. when it emerged

and rose to be its leader in Maska District,

2. M. Muhammad Maisalati Maigamji (M.M.#.) - 29/2/92
The interview took place at an open space in

fromt of his house. He was aged 76 years and a

farmer. He was in our period recruited to go and

woerk at the tin mines in Jos.

3. M. Abubakar Koshe Bakin Dutse (a.K.B.) - 24/4/92
The interview was held in an open space in
front of his hougse., He was about 100 years at the
time of the interview and engaged in farming., He
was involved in the carriage of‘iron platform used

in constructing bridges and railway lines.

li. Alhaji Muhammad Bello Jabiri (M.B.J.) - 24/4/92
We had the interview in the entrance hall to

his house. He was aged 75 and engaged in farming.

He participated in the construction of the Zaria-

Funtua road.
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5. M, Dauda Na Gaje UManzamai (D.N.U,)

The interview took place in a room near Che
entrance hall to his house., He was 50 years at the
time of the interview and a farmer. His father
was one of the people recruited for the tin mine at
Jos. He was also made to give grains and money as
'war aids'. The informant was also a prominent
N.E.P.U, member and was Jailed several times because

of his radical views.

6. M. Adamu abdullahi Mijinyawa U/wangamai (A.a.U,)
6/6/92.

The interview fook place in a room outside his
house. He was 65 years old and a farmer. He
participated in the clearing of river banks and the

eradication of kashin vawo. He was also engaged in

the farm of Sarkin Maska as a forced labourer. He

was a N.E.P.U. member and was popularly known as

"Sardaunan N.E. .U,

7. Alhaji Muazu Yartabki (n.M.Y.,) - 6/6/92

The interview was held at the entrance hall
to his house. le was aged 60 and a farmer., lle
participated in the construction of the Zaria=-Gusau
railway line. Ue was also a prominent hN.E,P,U,

member.
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8. alhaji Mijinyawa Dankoli (a.M.D.) - 7/6/92

We had tne interview at the entrance hall to
his house. Ille was 65 years old and a trader. He
was sick at the time of the interview but was very

much alert. He was also a prominent N.t.!'.U, member.

9. M. Sule Bage Gangaren ammani - (5.B.G.) - 19/9/92

The interview took place in the entrance hall
to his house. He was 100 years old at the time of
the interview and a farmer. He participated in the

construction of the rest house at fruntua.

10. . Ibrabim Funtua (M.l.F.) - 20/9/92.

The interview was held in the entrance hall
to his house. Ile was aged 60 and was a civil servant.
e was in his youth engaged in the eradication of

kashin yawo and clearing of river banks.

11. Sarkin Filanin Tudun Iya (3.F.1.) - 10/1/92

Wwe had the interview in a separate room near

his house. e was 92 years old and a cattle rearer.

12. Alhaji Danmagaji Jabiri (a.D.J.) 6/3/92

The interview was held at the entrance hall to
his house. He was 120 years at the time of the
Iinterview and was a farmer. ile participated in the
construction of the Zaria-Funtus road, Funlua-Birnin

uwari road and the Zaria-Gusau railway line.
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13. Alhaji sudu Magajin Maska (A.F.M.)

The interview was conducted at the entrance
hall to higs house, He was aged 78 and was the
village head. After the interview he asked one of
his body guards to take me round the town and

show me important places.

14. M. Barau Daudawa (1i.B.D.) - 28/11/92

The interview was held at an open space
outside the house near one tree Dorowar Kuraye.
The informant was aged 81 years old and a farmer.
He was one of the very lirst labourers Lo be
employed at the Daudawa Farm Service centre when

it was established.

15. M. Lasau khwarashin Daudawa €L.K.D.) 30/141/92.

The interview was held at the entrance hall
to his house. He was 120 years old. His voice
was not audible during the interview and s0 1
called one of his brothers kasimu (68) to help me
interprete what he was saying. tHe was one of
the first people to bhe settled at the bDaudawa

farm as mixed farmers.
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16. Alhaji Nuhu Sambo MagaJin Funtua (N.S.F.) 135/9/92

The interview was held at the entrance hall
to his house. He was 75 yeuars old and the village
head of Funtua. He was a son of the Sarkin Maska
Shehu (1915-1928) and a grandson of Gudindi. Before
his appointment as the village head of luntua he
was the village head of Makera and a deputy of the

Sarkin Maska Sambo (1928-1863).

17. Group Interview Dandume - 2/2/92

The interview was held at the verandah cf

the office of the village head Galadima Yamusa (80),

Other informants were Alhaji Zinaidu (70), Alhaji
Ahmadu Makeri (95) and Wawu Samban Barkan (65). We
discussed a lot of things in both the pre-colonial and
coleonial period that were related to our subject

of study and the Dandume riots of 1949.

18.  Group Interview Jabiri - 2h/l4/92

The interview was held at an open space in
front of the village heads house late Usman Jabiri
(57). Other informants were Sani Ali (49), Alhaji
Danmagajl Jabiri (120), M. Muhammad Bello (75},
Usman ali (50) and Alhaji All (65). All the informants

were farmers.
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19. Group Interview Funtua - 30/9/92.

The interview was held at the entrance hall
of Magajin Funtua. Other informants were
Abdullahi Burtu (80), Ladan Yuguda (98), M. Garba

Magalin Maigamji ¢80) and Ibrahim Ummaru (85).
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SOME MIDDLEMEN LICENCED TO PUL{CH;\D'E COTTON IN MiaBKa
DISTRICT 1957 - 16960
Wbl Yiaak RLCELPT AaRldui OF Alba QF
REG ISTERED NUMBER BUY ING obLLING

Tanko 1957 727376 Tatari Mahuta
Namata n LI ar'd GamJi Dantankari
Bala L 378 Maisabo Kakumi
Audu " v 379 Shal Lantankari
Bawa Y., M. " v 380 Dankinda "
Danmori " " 381 " u
Alkasum " " 382 GamJji "

Kado " voo383 Dandanbe "

Isa Yarima " w38 " "
Barau " n 385 bugun Yahuza Funtua
Maikano " no386 Jiruwa "
Tambaya " no387 Tumpurkai Dallawa

M. dule " 607333 Mununu Ruwan Godiya
Haruna " o33l Yaremawa Guga
MaiJangali " " 335 ufituss, "
Yakubu " o336 Yaremawa "

Sule " "oo3L3 U/Bode Ruwan Godiya
Sule Yankara " "6 U/Donaji "
Bello " voo347 Rafin Karag funtua
Bahago " 348 U/M. Ladan Mairua
Musa " L 1Y U/Musa Kakumi
Maude " T2y 38, U/Bsakon Banga Dallawa
M, Hanza " " 385 Gamji n

Labo n no 386 Tumburkai "
M. Musa h m387 " Maska
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WENIRIN Yok RECEIPT Al OF sREA UF
RiG . NUFBER BUY LNG SELLING

Balon adamu 1957 723088 Tumburkai Dallawa
Magajd " 189 " Muaska
Bala H o390 it Dallawa
Nasiru n " 397 Kauri natuki i
Dankaro n "oo3G2 U/biaisabe Funtua
Yau " roo393 KRamfanin ade Dantankari
Nadada L " 384 Tumburkai Dallawa
abdu Kado " 395 Gamgi y
GarhbQ Dogo " roo396 n i
abdu Bokwashe 1 roo3a7 " "
M. Yusufu n "Gl Bukon nanga n
Hamnou " B399 uamJi Drntankari
Alasan " "o hho " "
Dangogo " T27351 Cwagunri Magka
Mairua n 3L " "
Tambaya " N353 Tatari "
ali " "3, " "
Muhammadu " "O355 " "
Bawa " L Y505 Rurku n
Ibr:him " 357 Kadawa "
Ibrapim Guga ¢ ©oo3sE Ufmaisabo Mahuta
Bawn " " 359 Bakarya Luiza
Dan, oo " Y360 " Kakumi
Fatunguwa Ragajin
NSk I LA TOR U/ mburno n
Goma " L [ " i
Saldu " LB 15 " "
Umspiru lel:s " T30k Madobi "
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itk Yhanr RECELPT atline OF ARBEA QF
REG, NUMBR BUYING SELLING
Abdu 1957 721366 Sha'e Mahuta
Manomi " "oo367 JiTuwa PDantankarl
Idau " n 368 Sha'i | "
Nabinta. " " 369 GamJji Dantankari

Damo " noo370 Jiruwa "

Mamman Moi-

Unguwa "o 37 - Fannu "

Muga Zari " w372 Mununu [Funtua
Usman " "oo373 Zari Kakumi
Sale " noo37lh DdMayaki Dantankari
M. Balsa " no 375 Mununu Kakumi

M. Gambo

Doma 1958 - Zari Ruwan Godiya
M, Abdulkari " - | Shuwu "

Gambo n - Tsaunin Zaki "

Haruna " - Baubawa ".

Sule Nagaji” ~ ' U/Danga "

Inusa " - Shemi "
Lanjuma " - Baubxawa "

3ani " - ~Zari "

Tsoho H - Ganuwa n

Sule " - Gidan hkwando "

Nuhu Zari " - 2ari n

Wada w - Shawu H

Mo Bature " - Lari ohawu "

Rukumi " - Baubawa u

ali " - K/Maitsamiya "
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Source: KatNa 957

NAME YEAR RECKIPT ARlL OF AREa OF
REG . NUL B K gUY LING SELL ING
MUSA 1968 - Gwalgwaye Funtua
Dalhatu " - Dangaria Kakumi
Almu " - Danaji,Muanunu  Dandume
Bakaryga
Nadada u - GamJi,U/Z2agt o
(iarba " - Danmayaki "
Umaru Dogo - Katuka "
Dan Bature - Kacilo d
Mai Jangali - Dokke Kadabe Funtua
Dabo 1959 - U/kiko, Bele, L
T/Kare
Dankaka M - U/Bele, Miko, f
Tokare
Umaru f - Dukke, U,Jiruwa "
U/Hiri
Mani " - U/Bele, Tokare, n
Miko
Tambaya 1960 - Goyi, Tabki "
K/Tsamiya
adamu " - Tabki,loya "
K/Tgamivya
Barkono - K/Tsamiya, kadabo "
Liman " - Namakurdi,Goya "
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TAXATION OF COMMERCIAL EMPLOYE®S AND SOME NATIVE

CLALS AS

DISTRICT 1952/53,

NAME PLACE OF WORK TOWN TAX
A.E. Akoko SCOA Funtua £6.1.0
J. Dkoye " " £1.,10,0
B. Mottoh " " £2.16.4
C. Mottoh f t h/ed
S.K. Kahinde " . " £1.19,0
0.E. Olokun C.F.A.Q. " £7.10.0
$.0. Shomeyi " " £1.13,7
E.@. Oredepe n " 8/7d
Usman Shopbey " " 15/~
Sumaila Mess " m 13/3d
Usman H/man n " 16/14d
P.A. Anthony L.K.T.C. " £5.11.9
J.A. Anthony " u £2.11.0
M.A. Kehinde " " £1.,11.10
F. Okojie " " £1.8.2,
G. Ajayi " " 18/5
B,A. Balogun " " 16/6
A, Adekunle " " 13/Lh
D.A. Akusa Station Master e £ .13.0
J.A, Ajayi Goods Clerk " £3.13.0
C.N., Okonkwo Booking Clerk n £1.16,0
M.U. Ejiofo Staff Clerk " £1.16.,0

Buraimoh

Stuntor Clerk "

£1,10,0
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NAME PLACE OF “WORK TOWHN TAX
Isga Dankaka Pointman Funtua  £1.1.4
E.0. Oppan " n 9/0
Lawson Dike Porter " 8/0
Dan Zaria " ' " 8/0
Ibrahim n " 8/0
$.0. Matar Milola  R&.C.G.4. " £h.18.11
S.H., Ibrahim " " £2.4.6
5.0. Joseph " " £3.10,0
M. Yugifu " " £1.19.6
Audu Tani " " 19/7
Kankari H " £2.3.2
Garba Farlami n " £1.,16.,6
Maigwari " " 18/0
Ubangida n " 18/7
Audi " " 17/0
Hassan " " 16/9
B, Olabiyi " " £1.3.8
Sule " " 13/1
Umaru " L 1L./6
Bala Danja " n 16/0
Dan Birni " n 1h/5
Jatumi " " 13/5
Audu Kano " " 12/7
Magaji " " 13/3
Alli " " /3
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NAME PLACE OF WORK TOWN TAX
Mamman Gwarzo G.C.G.A. Funtua 12/5
Yusifu " " 12/5
Musa " " 3/0
Gaya " " 9/5
Ahmadu Katsina " H 9/0
Ali Kano " " 9/0
Dan Mallam " n 9/0
John Apasku i " 9/0
Samuel Adepoju " " 9/5
N.A. Ajayi " " 11/8
Maidawa Naguga G.C.G.A, " 11/6
Mr. D.S. Ariyi " " £2.15.6
5.1. Nwokike " " £1.15.0
A.0. Oparaji " n £1.8.0
L.A. Adejokun Railway Motors " £6.8.,0
J. Shoyinka L " £4,18.,0
M. Okemewo L " £1.18.0
R.5. Adetula n " £1,10,0
5,0. Adebule " " £1.19,0
M.A. Loku " " £1.19.0
D.0. 0bil u " £1.19,0
B.0. Okoko " " £1,19,0
P.0. Bovle " b £1.4.0

JS.A, Williams

"

£1ouaoo
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NAME PLACE OF WCORK TOWN TAX
E. Ovbioise Rallway Motors Funtua £1.1.L
G. Umesi " n £1.1.4
J. Nwankwo " " £100.,0
E.A. Awuru n " 15/0
L.T.Ekanan n i 1774
0. Ose " " 15/0
P. Osogbo " " 15/0
A.A. Okosum " " 15/0
F.0. Okonkwo " 3 15/0
A. Olokodana " n £2.2.0,
Garba Umaru " " 10/0
Sale Dutsinma " " 9/l
Dan Fulani " " o/l
R.A. Balogu Railway Line Fakori £l.18.0
Usuman " " £1.10.6
Salami " " £1.10.6
S.Y. Njikanye " " £1,19,6
Ton H " 16/8
Gango Bello " " £2.5.0
Alki "t " 1,/0
Danboyi " " 9/5
Mai Karfi " " 9/5
Hatau " " a/1
Jansin " u 8/3



393

NAME PLACE OF WORK e TAX
Makyat Railway Line ' hakori 8/13
Gango Ali n " £2.5,0,
Musa H n 11/0
Afraji " " 8/3
Danwanzam " " 9/5
Bahago L n 9/5
Adamu " u 3/5
G. Usumanu " Fucitua 13/0
Abdu " o 12/0
Danladi. " L 10/0
Solibina " 1 8/0
lammadu Bida " " 8/0
Shitu T/Keeper " " £1.4.0
Muhd. Kyaliko " n 12/0
Ibrahim H,. " B 12/0
Abdallah n " £1.8,0
Dormon Yaro " " 12/0
Mammman Sokoto " y 9/0
Alasan " " 3/0
Joseph " " 9/0
Daninna 1 ” 9/0
Samaila n fr q/0
Antony Canga " M £1.15.16
Abdu " 12/0
Biruwa " M Q/0
Isa B, " " g/0
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NAME PLACE OF WORK TOWN TAX
Ladan Sokoto Railway Line Funtua 9/C
Sha'taibu " " 9/0
Wada " " 9/0
Mamman Kano " n 9/0
Haruna " " 9/0
Ganga Garba " Gwaya £2.8.0
S. Samari Isa 1t o 12/0
M. Mamman " " 8/0
Dan Also " " 8/0
Iro Ingawa n v 8/0
Ali Guni # " 8/0
Dankawu n n §/0
Barau Railway Line Mairuwa 9/2
Dan Zaria t f 8/0
Adamu " " B/0
Yahuza " " 8,/0
Usman " " 8/0
R.N. Edeoghon Post Office Funtua £l.3.0
N.A, Umodu " " £2.4.0
J.A. Irekenagba n " £2.8.0
F.0. Abicgbo " h £2.2.0
J.N. OCkotcha " " £1.19.0
B.A. Adebayo " " 1~ /O
G.M.COkonkwo Groundnut Cil " £2,14.0
M.0. Ijirotifa " " £1.4.0
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NAME PLACE OF WORK TOWN TAX
S.N. Nwakando Groundnut 01l Funtua £.1.4.0
J.E. Enajerha " " 12/0
E.E,D. Osuchukwu " " 8/0
Bello Katsina " " 8/0
Ali Dan Burme " n 8/0
Saidu " " 8/0
G.BE.A. Qlisemanan " " 24 /0
M.B, Biza " " 2lL/0
T.N. Ojikunye " " 2L /0
S.0. Cgibo " " 8/0
R.N, Owaakokeke " " 8/0
Joseph Ishola " " 8/0
Jumare Funtua " " 8/0
Okwura Local Industries Funtua £1,0.0.
J. Nduka " " 11/0
J. Otere " " 9/6
Nuhu Kano " " 6/6
Danzango " i 6/6
Danladi " " 6 /6
Amadu " " 9/2
Adegbe " u 6/6
Danbutaku n " 12/0
Bagobiri " " 12/0
Adamu Fage " # 18/3



396

NAME PLACE OF WQRK TOWN TAX
Adamu Fage II Local Industries Funtua 12/2
Haruna Fage " " 12/2
Isa Tudun Wada " " 12/2
Audu Gangara # " 12/2
Mamman Jegana W " 12/2
Yan Charanci n n 12/2
Maikarfi Kano " " 13/2
Tanko Kano " " 9/
Abubakar Kano M it g9/l
Sunday Kano " " 9/4
Garba Funtua " " 9/L
Garba Kano " ' " g/l
Onorah " " g/l
Michael o " " g/l
Dangusau " u 9/
Yakub " " 9/l
Inyang " " 9/L
A.I. Afelsume Uv.ALC. Funtua £2.5.9
Jinaidu Kehinde " " £2,5.9
Jacob Adedeji " " 14/6
S.T. Attoh " " £1.4.0
N.0O. Ofegbe " " £1.5.0
M. Mande " " 8/0
M. Matazu " " £2.1.9

E.E. Diali " " £14.7.6
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NAME PLACE OF WORK TOWN TAX
Peter Ofuskwu U.pa.C. Funtua £1.9.9.
E.C. Sanya " " £1.4.0
AN, Okoronkwo h " £1.4.0
G. Qkereke h " £3.12,0
Dankaro n " Lhetl.9
E.S5. Wilson " " £12,16.0
M. Alasan " " £5.5.9
A.A. Nwobu " " £¥.1.4
G.A. Thompson " u 7/0
C.0. Nebe " " £10.12,.6
G.0. Nzewi " n £7.14.3
H.B.Wilson " " £7.3.0
W.B. Erone n " £1.16.0
J.A. Adeyinka " " £72.11.0
5.Y. Nwaba Agric. Department Daudawa £5.0.6
0. Ikwah " " £ 1410
J.E. Ohiare " n £11.9.3
0. Onyejekwe " " £3.0,0,
S.0. Abodunde " " £2.16.0.
J.E. Emananjo " " £3.18.0
Audu Kano " " £3.13,6
G.N. Okeke " " £3.5.6
1.8, Qlaiya " " £72.5.3
A.A. Aghakwuru " " £7.2.0
Y.0. Onyirimba " n €1.15.3



398

NAME

PLACE OF 'WCRK

TOWN

ThiX

Muazu Gwandu
Pious QkonJji
Alfred Oluyoyi
Medu

Muazu Sokoto
Pious Shewoaba
Bello Katsina
Austin

Jibo Kanyan
Daura Anaiadua
Audu Daura

- Denis

Ibrahim Funtua
Gabriel

Sale Funtua
Hassan Dasso
Umar Kano
Husaini Manzo
Danfilani

M., Danbuzu
Mamman

Ibrahim

Ango

Bawa

Hassan Arab

Local Industries

"

i

"

n

"

n

L

Funtua

n
"
"
"
n
"
n
n
"
"
"
n
f
L]
1]
u
i
1

Funtua

1]

9/h

n

19/6
6/6
6/6

6/6

11/3

1/9
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NAME PLACE OF WORK TOWN TAX

Y.I. Yusuf P.Z. Funtua 11/9
Alex linma " n
D.N. Nwanze U.A.C. Fuy tua £1.10.9.
W.E., Olley " " £1.10.9,
J.L. Amenyiru " " £1.7.9
E.A. Taiwo " " £1.7.9.
F.I. Enecheziem " " £9.5.0.
A.L.Vilson " L £2.5.9
U. Nwabuchike Agric, Department Daudawa 15/8
Habu " " £1.4.6.
E.F. Odunewu Mérketing and Ex

Exporting " £8 .15.6
G.A. Phillips " " £lL.3.0
Y.A. Agoro " " £3.4.0
B,0. Samuel " " £1.16.0
D.N. Nobe " " £1.16.0
S.B. Danniyan " " £1.16.0
J.C. Ckereke " " £1.15,0
N.E. Ckohi -n n £1.16.0
M. Momoh " " £1.6,0
L.U.G. Okoloh John Holt Funtua £10.1.9
T.N. Anochili 4 " 17/6
E.A, Okoloh " " 17/6
C. Ejiofoh 1 M 17/6
M. Abba " " 10/1
M. Ajuju H " 13/0
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NAME PLACE OF %WCRK TOWN TAX
M. Chutu John Holt Funtua /0
Momoh Mallam " " 16/0
Danlami " " 10/1
€.0. Nwafoh n " £1.15.3
Bello, J.F. " " £1.2.6
M. Muhammadu " " 10/1
Nadunba n " 10/1
Dankwuk Peji " 1 10/
Danjida " " 10/1
Mr. T.C. Ede " D/Dude £2.2.3
M.A. Laguda " Mairuwa £2.12.16
E.0. Olukatun B,C.G.A, Funtua 18/6
5.0. Ladipo " “ €£l14241
S+H. Ibrahim n " £2.11.9
M. Yussuf " " £2,2.1
B.E. Nnebeanna ” " £1.12.7
I.N. Otueh Agric Department  Daudawa £1.5.3
P.C. Iwenofu " " £1,5.3
J.0. Anyadike " " £1.5.3,
J.M. Arinze " u £1.5.3
R.0. Magbemena " " £2.1.0
F.0., Okoye " " £1.5.3
Namadada " " £1.5.3
A.0. Onyekonkwu " " £1.4.0

W. Wakataba Bida

£1 05-3
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NAME PLACE OF “ORK TOWN TAX

G.C. Akabogu Agric. Department Baudawa £1.11.7
A.0. Odanaike " " £1.7.4
J.U. Ekezie " h £1.4.0
J.0. Dion " " £1.5.3
Okeke Okunie " " £1.5.3.
Fdet Eko " " £2.13,0
Ibrahim Makeri I " £1.0.0,
Ben Ezeuka " " £1.56.6,
P. Onyemachi " " 12/10
Echegona " " 15/8
Musa Dankaya " " 1/
Anthony Okeke " f 15/10
I. Nwokeotube " " 10/8
Ibrahim Carpenter U " 11;/8
Tello Ilorin ft " 17/8
Isaac Qkereke " L 1./0
James QOgwe n n 1./8
Emeribe Achu " " 17/0
Sydney Eleonu " " 16/8
J. Abuja " " 16/h.
A. Yoruba " " 12/8
Ibrahim Yorube " " 13/l
Okoro Thebuzor o " 13/8

. S5am Chime " " £1.1.6
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NAME PLACE OF WCRK TOWN TAX
Fred Olley B.C.G.A. Funtua £2.5.0.
Natthaniel Ajayi " " L/0
Lawrence Afiesume n " £1.5.0
John Akpasikunwa " " 7/9
Faul Mowete " " £2.15.9
Maigwari " n 1/6
Galadima n " £2.8.0,
Néyawo_ " il 10/8
Dan Fulani - " 1 2/7
Mamman Kurfi " " 2/9
Jibo Gana 1 " 2/10
Alli Malama " " 2/7
Garba Bodinga " " 3/6
Bello Mainchi " " 3.3.

SOURCE: KATNA W. 317/5.3.



