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ABSTRACT v 

The subject matter of t h i s t h e s i s is the 

r o l e of Native Authori t ies in the Colonial economy. 

It covers the period 1903-1960. The occupation of 

our area of study and Northern Nigeria general ly 

was followed by the transformation of the Emirates 

a r i s toc racy in to the Native Authority system. This 

was geared towards making them play some ro les in 

the co lonia l economy. These ro les were re la ted to 

the execution of colonial po l i c i e s on labour, land, 

ag r i cu l t u r e and t rade as well as t axa t ion . 

The Native Author i t ies car r ied out these ro les 

and benef i t ted from the exerc i se . These po l i c i e s and 

the b ru ta l ways in which they were executed led to 

the decline of indigenous economic a c t i v i t i e s , 

indebtedness , famines, migrations and technological 

dependence of the area and the whole country on the 

i m p e r i a l i s t count r ies of Western Europe. 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































