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ABSIRACT

This thesis is an attempt at the reconstruction
of the history of Karu, Kurape and Kurudu kingdoms
c. '1700-1900 A.D. These were Gbagyl kingdoms located
in the heart of Nigeria. By the beginning of the 17th
century the area had been occupied by the gbagyi and
under the political control of Kurape for at least a
century. However, by the end of the 18th centuiy the
internal contradictions and the pressures of external
forces disabled Kurape effective control of Karu and
Kurudu area. By the beginning of the 19th century
Karu and Kurudu had become splinter states with defined
boundaries. Although they had become indapendent of
Kurape, they still maintained some economic, cultural
and military ties, and sometimes organised consorti im

military efforts in order to wad off and curb
external attacks.

In the course of this study it was consistently
argued that the internal factors were of paramount
importance in the emergence of the kingdoms. Amd tJ
split of Kurape kingdom was to a larger extent caused
by the rulers of Kurape who raided their subjects.

The major challenge these kingdoms faced in the
19th century was the jihadista activities in the region.
First, there sharp demographic changes. The

jihadists activities forced down the Hausa, Gwandara,



Pulani, Gade, Yeskwa and Koro groups who were given
respite by the kingdoms. There was also drastic loss
of Gbagyi population because of head-hunting. Second,
there was the evolution of new settlements which had
strong ties with the Caliphate, and the subsequent
change of balance of power in the region in favour of

the new centres that became Emirates.

It was again posited that the relationship between
the emerging Emirates and the autochthonous Kurape,
Karu :nd Kurudu was very complex type and not as
simple as portrayed in the dominant literature - the
Emirates versus the 'pagan* states. Rather, there
were sporadic alliance systems whereby the emirates
sometimes took side with the 'pagan* polities against
arival emirate and vice versa. We are of the view
that there seemed to have been co-existence than a
situation of perpetual war in the 19th century.

However, the coming of the new groups strengthened
the centralisation of the kingdoms, increased economic
activities, increased trade and external relations with
the neighbouring states and so on.

In the heat of various struggles against the
nvading surrounding emeirates of Nassarawa, Keffi,
Abuja, Bida and the kingdoms of Igu and Opanda, the
European traders and crusaders came in. The Royal

Nigeria Compay (NRC) Biffied traties with many chiefs



for trade purposes, and in pre ex to protect the

nailer kingdoms against the jihadists. But the R\C
eoon revealed that it was for trade, and prefered the
emirs in the alliance since the emirs promised the
MC trade rights and were forcibly trying to break the

trade barriers put by the autochthonous kingdoms. The

emire of Nassarawa and Keffi signed some treaties which
implied ceding out the whole area under study to the
RNC without the knowledge of the rulers of the auto-
chthonous polities. In particular, the emir of
Nassarawa requested for rifles and soldiers from the
company in order to subdue the kingdoms. And this emir
was one of the earliest omeirs to submit to the British
invasion and conquest of the Sokoto Caliphate in 1902
(after the Emirs of Bida, Ilorin, Muri, Adamawa,
Kontagor and Bauchi had .submitted between 1897-1902).
The attitude of Nassarawa, like the emirates above,
dissabled collective resistance to the conquest. Thence
the British had changed their attitudes as friends to
become foes and conquerrors, and finally as administrators

Again, it was the colonial invasion that actually
destroyed the three kingdoms under study, and not the
emirates as normally claimed in the colonial historio-
graphy.

However, the stiff ;resistance put by the
kingdoms partly influenced the British ideology of

colonial administration, and marginalised them in the

scheme of things.

Zi
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GLOSSARY

»

(Origin of the words in brackets)

Key \G) = Cwari/Gbagyi, (H) = Hausa, (CD) = Gade, \N) = Nupe.
ibokin wasdl = play-mates.

jsac = 'fiahing using the mefhod of packing out water.

Aguo-lu&mi-kpnh= ambushing area in way-lay for the jihadista.
Akpt-IcG = head hunting (slave rmding).
ﬂnu;:‘-n{' = independemt f'nrm From that of tho gen.rnl house's - Lako.

Ashan® (ging. Buhnn - ohrines or ults, see APPENDIX IV,

.IMrusuG = glave offiecials and norminal pulace cervants.

H

AMuwa' = land-chief or chief-farmer.

Azzkwoi-boknu® = Assembly/Council of elders.
"!Rmcﬁzﬂ = community huntins rn11v;’f‘nnﬂv:ﬂ. mmburhing.
Batnohi/:i'atnti" = Chayyi pesasants among the Hupe, marsh dweilers/l arm

Barue/[i.qyo“ & e yonth loender/commander; Hezye-ynanko = commander of

the army .

neiC - Prient.
mbmic = granary. -
Ebc{"'!cyarkoa = knife, dagger, nword, ataff of office.
Eltna/t)knic « 1nnil.
F"-Bl‘ﬂc = co-operative €arm/1ahour; Caiya.
Padowna® = exchange/rotational 1sbour.
FPazna® = hunting.
FenuC = slave, Mwayi.
Galu® = city/eity w.11, Ganuwaf.
Galiko® = palace, king's court.

& H
Gunskuwa® % = war tmmpc:tm‘/dmmmur.
n 1 ( i r ] )" i I
i Cply Gandnye)™  alawn entalon ) ke Wit /Ruandn/Mur.

(b akuku¥ = iron ore/stono, alno Kukuru or Gheknu.




WOLED™ = mWarATu) WViiinwmg = ——

Kabwanayaje® = harvest festival, the largest festival.
ki el = border/boundary.

mzo-gba—fac = courtship labour.

0an.® - fndigo; also Goba.

01'31'1G = month ( Apya, pl., see APPENDIX V)
0au/BmC =king; chiof.

Piwa’ - houne

Pivadn « Yand-lord.

La-Chagyl - poemmonnl kint.

“akaruyi = king of wari.

seurapei = king o kurape.

Sekuruduyi - king of Kurudu.

Sal aka® = hunting forecast.
carkid = king, chief.
Sapadac -~ ward head.

Shokwoil = God/fsky.

L]

Tagowyi® = grinding mill.
Tc:muyic = market duy.
VulikoG = wet/rsiny season.

Za'r.sc = Zaria, Zagyiya.

h}kuG = forecast, foretell.
Zyiva® = town cult.

zgida® = village heed, chief.

Zyiko‘-" = city, zyiy~ako.
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PREFACE

This thesis focuses on the reconstruction of the historicas
develorment of the kingdoms »f Karu, Kurape and xurudu

The area caovered bv these kingdoms i3 located bhetween
10.:°% - 70.8%E and 10.3% ~ 10.5°N ( roughlyfo00knm? ), See
MAr 1. The kingdom of Karu 12 located n Kar Local Coverament
Arco of Platom State and the eastern part of the Federal Ca-

pital Territory. Kurudu kingdom is located on the western part
of Nassarawa LGA, northern part of Toto LGA and a bit ef the
southern end of the rederal Capital Territory. Kurape kingdom
is in the middle, cover ng the north-western part of nassarawa
LCA, south east of Karu LGA and the eastern part & the FCT,
See MAP 4. The three kingdoms share houndaries with Karu to
tne north, Kurane in the middle and Kurudu en the south.
Soe MAP 2.

These kingdoms were founded and occupied mainly by ihe
Gh gyi., However, there were in these kingdoms soue settlements
occupied mainly by the Gade, Guwandarn, Davsan, Haunn, Mrira md
otherna. The neighbouring tribes arcuad Auja were still the Ghagyi,
tjave, Koro and Hausa. The Yenkwn, Koro snd Jaha bordered the
Karn kingdom to the north. The Afo and agatu bordered Kurape
apd Kurudu Kingdoms fo the east, and the Basaa, agetu and Ebdira
to the south, See MAPs 2 & 3.

Kurape was the first to evolve a centrailised authorily by
the beginning of the ITth century , =nd controlled the region

covered by the three kingdoms until abous the beginning of the

I9th century when Karu and Kurudu became independent splinter



xix
loveln of the forms and subatnnce of government, and more clearly
def'ined vorders. However, they atill maintnined some economic
military snd culturnl ties that gave them some confederal char-
yuc'er, These tiea becmme sgtronfer whenever they were Hheen thren-
tered from the outuide, and when they faced the challenge of the
emergence of the kingdom of Abuja, the emiratvs of Kefti and Nass-

arnwa, which, with the support of the Caliphate, changed the bala-
nce of power in diafavour of the three kingdoms. And the last
deeade of the Iyth century nnd the heginning of the 20th centurv
ushered in th e invasion and subjugation of the whole region, and
the subsequent subordination of the three kingdoms to the new
emirates in the British colonial policy of Indirect Rule.

The reconstruclion of the history of these kingdoms will
involve the asscessment of the dominant assumption on the people
of the region eésentinlly as t relates to inter-group relations,
or: gina of the peoples and the nature of their socio-political

development during the period in question, and revealing why such
advanced assumptions are unacceptable. And where the established
cannot be refuted, other related issues wil: be raised that will
ride the wave to stimulate the need for further research and deepe
study of these views,

Wer are aware of the fact that there is an increasing interest
in GCbhrgyi factor in thin new name, particularly with the increaaing
tribal and religious crises in the region and the coming >»f the
Federal Capital Territory, and hence discussed in onme form or
another for deYiberate governmental planning. In the various
di scussions, it is obviousz tEat the GCbagyi factor has been satin-

- factorily studied by none of them. Hence, this thegis offers a
Euonuifunt'vieu based on historical perspective in order fo give
an insight to the bLackgroung of the problems, aud this may heip

auministrators.
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Towards approseching this end, the topic has been divided inte
chapters, each addreasing a specific theme as follow:
Chapter one axamines the rlatfonuhip befween the puople sand

thair anvironment nn the bana for nintorical movement, Tt nlro
includos the exeminntiun of who are tne peopro we are mtudying.

Chapter two Cracon bhe pre-dynnoblic sitantiorn, thetr pettiticoni
not up, dominmnt economie practicen, cultural tiern mmd externnl
re) utions in the I7th end 19th conturiea that come to (avour
the av~-iution of the ceuntralised authoritien in the proceeding
poriod,.

Chapter three analysis the forms and substmmce of the kingdoms,
the relationship en_rg them and witn their neighbouring polities
by the end eof the 18Bth century.

Cnanter four focuses on the external challenges particularly
tn2 jihadists metivitiesa in the region znd the demographic changes
ani evolution of new adninistrative centres resulting te changes
fn the borders, inter-relations and balance of power in favour of
the new centres in the I9th century.

Chapter five continues to exsmina fhe challengea of the I9th

century essentially from the side of the British up to the cong-
uest of the kingdoms by the beginning of the 20th century. Other
re' nted 1ssuen like the reasponae to the invasion, conquest and

in tial occupation arv also analysed,

Chapter 6 in the sumuary of Lhin study and the epilogue
which highlights the najor insnes Jiscussed and the uimi!‘icancé

of this study.



NOTG&E oKX SOURCES:

There is necd to make briel comments on the major
authorities from which tnis stady benciitaed:

I. I9th Century Travellera' Baropean Accountn:

There are some fravellers' reports which analyse the ethn.c
compasition, cultural practices, economlic activities and diplomatic
rel ations in the Niger-Benue Confluence area up to Lake Chad in the
first half of the 19th century. For instance, Commander Hugh CIapp=
erton and Captain Richard Lander trawelled from Badagry to (auri
in order to establish frade reiafions with the people, they att-
empted to have contact with Funda (Opanda) where they might estab—
Yish a port for evacuating British gouods to be carried to the
cal iphate, Tm this travel, mont of their itinerary were tne Haw .,
l1iterated gl aves and other indegenous peonles assigned to them by
the rulers of the polities who profected them in their territories.
In the Bid for Lander fo know the intarior, he left Kano and reached
the three kingdoms under study on the 8th Tune T8Z7. The map,
location o the towns, deseription of the physical features in
the region and the anthropoiogical description of the people strongly
suggeast that he passed throngh the three kingdoms in question,
from June Ist and I3th July 1827 He called the people of the
region as the Bowchee. The nmes of the settlements they passed

th~ough were Fullindushie, La Zmee, Catica, Nowchee, Coorvkoo,

Ceodoonia, Cuttup, Coogie, Dungoora, Dunrora, Accoran and Cowroo. !

T. Hugh Clapperton and Richard Lander, Journal of a Second Expedition

the Interior of Mrica from the Night of Benin to Soecato,
%ﬁa—ﬁiqmm_n ander fron Kano to the
nen coast partly by a more eastern route. Frank Casa & Co, ) td.
1466, pp.292-701.
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Aout Cuttup/Kuttup, Lander reported that it was at
the br k of a river Coodoonia which empties itself into the
I'iger near Funda,
having heard, on my rouvte, so many reports of
Cutfup, its wealth, population, and celebrated
market, T was rather surprised on finding it
to conuist of nenrly five hundred small villages,
almost adjoining each other; ... ard in a fleour—
ishing condition... A considerable traffic is
carried on hara...dmly.?
The ruler af Cuttup and bis wives visifed him daily end exchangad
rifly, Ho wlso nnow A--bs and Pplania in the town, and that
peeple from the wost distant parth [ the country resorted there
to vurchaze or sell various arficles.

In another expedifion of the 1970 which was aimned at veri-
fying the reporta of earlier travellers, and to further sfrength-
en and establish trrie relations, Richard and John Lander gave
an account of the peoples and peftlementa from the conflunenee
up to Yauri. Thedir itinerary were again local travellers, soldiers
of the politiea they passed through and slaves. They renched rot-
on Karfe area which border the three kingdoma under atudy. They
realiscd that Eotton Farte wana alao n termini of tradee coming
from these kingdoms and beyond. They again saw Huropean goods
been exchanged with local manuffactures and .slavcs?

The Furcpean traveliers' reports seem to suggest that
there was extensive frade all over the centrai Sudan which was
linked with the. frade in the Niger-RBenue Confluence area,
and this was the area or fermini of itrades from Hausaland, Awe

end Doma area, Nupeland and Bbagyi contederation. Although

their accounte dbo not focus on other economic activities

apart from trade, they mentioned some socio-political contre-

——

2. ibid. DD-83-294¢- 3- ibid. “02°5l
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xxi 13
dictions in the region. For inalance, thevy reported that there wera
internecine wirs mnd slave raids. Their accounts stress thae role of

the Pulani in the politicerd tumoils in the region. They repnrted theth
the Pulani (Piliattsn) made encrmpmenta {rom where they were "conat-
antly making prodatory excursions fo the neighbouring viliages, from
wh ich they generally returned with xaptives, whem t.hc_‘;__gnu}ulrud. wt
It is further recorded that the Pilattas had mado the whole of Nupe—
land their subject and had become the “ax master” of the Nupes whom
thay continually rbbed “of their
ag~icul mrai implememis, their clothes, Lheir crops, md even their
children, Tthey nre kept in n constmnt ferror -nd naverty."b The
Bhroveans alaoo seemed to heve glven more regard Lo Lhe vul mni whom
they feared, and vho monifored their anctivitios and moveaeats, For
inmtence, Tanuana tho Mir of “arcia (182T-34) proventod tichnrd Landor
frm visgiCing Uponde, in THE7, aad mnde 1L koown Lo Lander that Qpandn
wan an ememy stste of the Catiphate, and frightened Lander that he
mighz be kiliod by Lhe rvutey al Opmn o olne © Londors wnn
a friend ot the 5ul ton. |

Like the above reports, the records of Lalrd and Oidfield are
informative about the economic activ.ties mnd the demogruphic sit-

uation of the region - the whole Centrnl Sudan to the Confluence.
They also emphasised the jihadists' activities in the area.’ e
inpressive reports of these expeditians enmragad the spensorabip
o another erxpedition to the Niger and Benue in 1832-74., The vessels

wore armed and under Captain Trotter. The members of the expedition

5.Al1en end 7Thompsom vol.2) A Narrative of an Expedition sent by ier
majesty's Govt. to the River Niger in T€4I under the Comman’' o

Capt. H, D irotter. Cnaso, 1968, p.50, op.cit.

('l m!_p.‘j?. OPQCit.
7. Clapperton and Lander, np.29I, 236, 298, 300 & 4.
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wer: schoirars and evangelists, Thase e vangelints wers Rev. ! .F,

Sehion and Rev. Smuel Crowther. Their aims were many: to explore
the Niger Basin; acquire land for agricultural project; sign ant-
fslave treaties; preach the gospel; take a geographical account
of the region; flake note of the people, culture and political
organi zation of the region; and essentinily obhserve tho economlc
activitieas in the confluence arca. Apart from employing nome
Hpusa and Yoruba interprotora, Schon could apenk llpunn rnd Crow
ther could speank Ioruba,?

Deupite the information theno accountn gave, thore nre
many problems in these accountn. The nawen of Llhe viillngos and
towns and thosne of the Lribes are badly written, and conlfuuing
the omes indfented in thetr mapn. Por inntance, the texthonk
omed the seftlementn visifed aus lollow: Cookie, Cnrifo, Cuttup,
Nwemateek, Lazumee, Loorokoo, Coedoonia, Cutlup, Coeglo, :ihurry.w
arw indicated in The mnp an Coohie, Cwnfo, xultup, Wanunnlnelk,
Lazume, uUowrakoo, Ueoodinia, Coajie, Rary, etc. In short, his
publishers drew the redersn' aftention to the t'act that

with regard to the Journal of Clapperton,
it may be necessarr to observe,that it is
written through-out in the meoet leose and

careless manner; all orthography and gra-
mmar equally disregarded, and mamy of the

E%gcr names quite impossible to be wade

out; !l tautolugy seee fuch th_ere!m.

has been left out, in sending it te the pﬂBEoII
emphasis ming/

T™is problem wight have been partly caused hy their ebvious

" Yack of the knowledge of African languages. They used abusive
Yenguage/words te describe Africans, and had the preconceived

8, pocgreger Laird & R.AY. Uldfield, Narratives of an Expedition

fnte Lhe Interiar of Mricna iver Niger in the dgh-trvggola
Quorrae and Athurkeh in 18}2,91813 and 15}- Richard Bitley,
London, 1837, (2 vels).
9. Allen and Thomr .on, loc.cit.
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notiom that Africans were umcivilized, dirty, poer and held in
contempt. For ii2fance, the political activities of the Mulani
braught them in contempt, md were "described as the most barba-
roms in the world? 12 or that the Pulanis "sppeared more as spies,

oy~ people whose confenancesn indicafed that they were engaged in
Bad cause."? The rulern of the Swkoto Caiipi.ate were described
an despotic, usurpers, currupt, pognastic, liers, ingrates, theive:
and robbers,I4

Again, they geemed to have  lumped the Hausa and Fulani siave
raiders amd refered to them as Felattas., They assumed that slave
rai 13 was organised In purely fribal basis - a thing quite impo-
eibien Furthormore, there are problams of interpreftations snd
risconceptionn, rrobably cmised hy the fnte proters and due to
lack of understandimg the way ot Life of tne Africano. There in
the problem of assuming tha? the way eof life of the psople by the
coaat or the banky ot river:s Niger and Benuo, or Ln d4n: 1
okoto, wan mimilor to the way of 1iTe of their naighbouring
peoples, and that the only rulers in lhe Niger-Benue ContTuence
area were the Fulani and Nupe to the north and Igala to the south.
This problem was very likely cauned by the obviouns miaintormntion
Fiven by Sultun Muhamned Rello, and his Arabic manascripts given
ta the traveilers. These Arabic manuscripts were written-by his
secretary A.V.Salame who also interpreted some of the manuscripts
handed to Clapperton and pander.!” mhese wmanuacripts attempted
to descrine the people, voulities, economien physical features, ete

of the Centrar Sudan.

12.Clapperton and Lender, p.3I4 op.cit.

13, Alien and Thompsan, pe.Y9, op.cit.
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This problem was partly caused by the explorers' dependence o.

the nausa, Fulani and Igala informmants and chiefs who wanted to
appear grandiose infront of the Europeans, and partly due fo the
fact that the Buropeans d41d not have enough time to vigit ali the
polities and the interior in order fo see things for themselves,
Despite these weaknesse . s, their accounts corroborate oral
traditioms on the economy and the dominent roie of certain imperial
groups like the Nupey, EBbira, Hausa a‘nd Fuilani who comtinuaily raided
the region. Also, the domineant role of Kurudu and Kurape in their
accounts seem to gain Meavy swpport from oral traditions. Hence,
chapters 3, &4 and 5 of this thesis benefited from the exmlorers'

(20ounte,
r

2, POYAL NIGER COMPANY'S RECORDS:
This category of source reference are preserved in Arewa
Houve Kaduna. Some of the records and microfilme are preserved in

WHRS Dept. of History A.B.U. Zarfa and KIL 4.1y, Zaria. The micro-
£iiw P.0. 84/2/09 Li st of Document. contzin the reports of the RNC
some of which records focus on the economic, sociair and political
activities of the peeples of the confluence area. Very inf~rmat =2
tow, is the intelligence reperts of W.R.RBaikie which reports the
eowpocition of the ethnic groups of the confluence area. This is
suprerted with a wap of the locatiane of the major ethnic groups
in about I880. See MAP 6.

lowever; the infoxmation gathered about the peoples — prfno:lpul:
the Chagyi (Gwari), BEbira (Tgbirra), nupe, Ignla, Bassa, Gwandera,
Havsa and Fulani- contain some bias and inaccuracies, and ail the

atunic groups frow Hausaland to the confluence area were wrongly

asmumed to be under the suzereimm of Zaria. There.is also the
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wentior of a tribe they called GULEVE /Gwari?/ supposed to inhabit
part of Gbagyi country to the noril. which is net known to the Gbagyi.
Daspite this wemkness, the map retYects the geographical compesition
- of mest of the tr.ibu ap they still are. Another Microfilm of the
e‘lon!ll reports gives the principles, plans and exscation of
the Indfrect Xule betwesn 1900-I9I5.° Mis iicrofilm is the ressrd
of Lugard' 8 justification for the conquest and rule of Nigeriom ares
wifh special emphasais on the Gbagyiland.
One of the basic werknesses of these typ~ of reports ir the

over-emphaoin and ex: geration of ti.c political tumoils that charac-
tertine the N.Nigerian area prio to the conquoat. Their exeg.eratbd

malysin wan to legitinine their undue otrens for the need for ecoionim

‘elvilfgation' and ‘' pgued government’ for tho Ghagyi. The colonial
demination and repression were however contradictory te the laid
ideolaogy and principles of colonial rule. Chapter five derives a lot

of information from these records 28 regarda the conquest and oocup-
afion ef Gbagyiland, and the Bpilogue dopended on these rnpoﬁs na-
regards the primtiples and rule of the pagan proups in the indirect

rule,

J« Colonial Mministrative Records:

Most of thesze records are archivil materiala and contain rich
information on the peuple in the kingdoms under study. "hey are the
reporta of the eovonial administrators cn the mtivities uf of the
govermment, and the recponse of tne coloni zeé:.”Soner of the records
also contain informatien on the popli ‘ieal structure of the region

priar to the conquest, West of these reperts relevant to this study

T6. MTCROFILM BOX 0 KIL AbU, "Coidnial Reports - Annual, N.Nigeria
1900'-Igl5.
[T« NAK No. NS/2109/1913 Assessment Report om Jiriof the A
of Nass. Frov." by J.C.Sciortino; Same topic/title by H‘fl‘:i m‘:
#0.1567/1915 "Karu District., AR" by Morgan; Ne. 615/I92["AR an
Kare Digtrict 1921/2° Nass. Div. .." by A.H.Hooks; te mention few,
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cover the period betweem 1902-1932, Some of the dssessment Reports

deseribe the colanial repressions and the creation of new secial
ciags - the Mwirs, the Distriet Heads, and their emisgaries..®

™e records contain obvicus misinferpre.ation of Gbagyi culture,
pofitical sef up, intergroup-relations end their traditions of erigir
Thia problem might have arisen partly from misinformatios got irom
the chiefs and cotonial agents imposed on the Gbagyi, as well as the
droIiverate intention to justify colemial rule.

However, the reporfs contain a lof of informatiin on the erxp-
erfences mnd changes the Gbagyi had during the invasion, conguest
and occupation. ITT should be stresged that the informants of the
colonialists were the District Heads, court measengers, Enirs and
c erks who had vesated interest in the colonial structures. -'I'huu their
information sufter from intentional bias and nnachronism, Thia bian
in very clear in the accounts. That is wny the records are fuli ol
non=-Gbaryi or derogatory referencen to horgyi aa the Hausa, Ebira
and Nupe refer to them. That ia why all the nmmes of the placeas and
t~iben are in Hauan terms. That must he why they erraneocusly asoumed

abenut 32 nases infended tor refer to the ubagyi A9

16, SPN 53167907 "Kass. Prov., Pagan Tribal Laws and Customs." by

. «bh.BE. BYankeney; SF:PTGK/’}IM! "Cwari Tribe, AMihropological HNetes on."
by J.M.Smallwcod, 1932; %148 "Karu District, Notes onl by morgan;
AxXoM file l'u'o.cc/.?d- "{iastoriecal Netea on the Tribaes of N.Provinces,"
32NIOK/4udT Nass.-keffi lliv. Benue Pruvinee Report on." by Jobn, I19:
32NA3/KT1922 (1) I'mdirect Admin,, me hod of:(2)Pagan aMmin.; Lokprof
735 "Subardinate Native Mthorities for Pagun Communities in Muslio
araas."; P.C.J.293 Nass. Div. Ass, 1933634.; PCJ239 "Reassessmcat
Repert on Nassarewa Dimtrict."; PCI760 "Naas. Div., Ceneral Corresp-
ondences" Hinprot IT5/19(0 "Reorganisation of Kuta Div, Niger Prov.’
281/15%5/5 Maxurdi 2/3/1931 "Aanual Reports and Returns, Bemue Prov,

19. Westernmann & Bryan, The Languages of West Africa. Lond. 1925,p.4
used eleven names 1or Cbagyi; uunn mmc Comant, Peopfes of the Middie

Mger Regiom of nigeria. TAI T960, pp«85-6, reveals 25 names refer-
Tne to the EEa&rI; S.b.Nadel, A Black Byzantium, Kingdom of Nupe in
Kigeria, 1942, p.TI, refered to a section of the Gbagyi muong the Nup
oy sazi-kati (out-cast?) and Gbari Bautn (slaves?); Daryll Ford,

Wist Mrica Part X, People of the Niger Benue Confluence, TAI 1955
P1+2=2T, rerered to a section ol the Gbagyi mmong the Nupe as ’

Eutati(pensants?); Temple 0. Notes on Tribes, Provinces, States...

£ls0 gives other five different names Yér the Ghagyi.
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Another probable cause for the misinformation and the mul‘l.;i_;pl-
fcation of Gbayi n-ueaa;as the semantic problems as the compilers
»f the reports and tha informants were non-Chagyie. J .0hi nre noted
that sor - of the informants told the coionialists what tney thopght
the colonfaiists desired in the way of infoﬂation.m

spert from thase problems which reduce the quality and reliab-

| i1 ty of the colonial records, most of the colonialists that wrote
t1.o docunents were not trai ed hi gtorians, and therefore lacked the
neceasary tool or knowledize of how te go avout reconstructing the
paust of the A ricang.Tuey could not wasess the accounts handed to
them by their informants. And us colonialists, their camlture and
imperial backeround iniluenced their conception and analysis of the
colonised. In short, they were not really interested in the reconst—
ruction of the history of the colonised. Their notes were peraoly to
juatify their changing and contradicting colonial ideology and princ—
ifple of administrafion. Their notes did not go heyond anthropologie-
al studies and impression.

ANzain, apmrt frowm the scanty nature of the repertns, nand inck of
brre?! informafion on the way of Life of the AMtricans, they used dero-
ga’ory reierences and abmsive worda like 'pagans®, natives, he. hom7,
uneivilised, dirty, and so on, om the Gbagyi. ‘these references on

the Gbaglyi was intentional in ardsr to maxs the colonization loek
Like 'civilization' on the aswumed *backward' people. !t is most
likely that the colonialists described the Gbagyi in the worst lang-

pot
nage due- to the stift resgistance the Gbam'ihto the imnsion.?z

20.The various nawes the colunialists used on the Ghagyl were: Bastern
gnri (Gwarin Gdbas), Western Cbari(Gwarin Yamma), Gwarin Hausa,
Gwari Kunu, Batati, Bateci, Zazi-kati, Gbari Bauta, matai, Matayi,
Matali, Vwewyi, Ngenge, Genge,. Cyen-gyen, femma, Butai, Jezhu, Konpe
Kwmage, Agdowyi, Wace, Waiki. Washe, Wi, Wi, Genguen, Gan’gang, Gaye
Kange, Gwari, Cwali, Geali and Guari.
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And whenever 1§ erlonlulatas wanted Lo cover reasistance the

tharri mat, T gl that the.wern "nenco=lovirg and d,cile’,
nemever U v ted toy runtify the subardicatior nf the Ghazri to
Tirztes Lhey ol«imed fhat the BGhagy. % d Seen suhlec s «F their
ynalis neym ' b Ful =i, iz, Guendrrs nr Yoro. 2%

r'mae

aprardnt weaknesnen, tin peaporio Ve neen

carefully ad ar thrajatmiy.

4+ Published Colonial | mthropologice! Studie:

Thia theai~ nan 2l1ko irmensely benefited Trom some vublished
colanin! reesrda that pontnain the anthronoloricnl studie-
ot the arena v auestiohn.

One of such works ia that eof .Terple and Twplef" 0. Temple

snn an anthmeonlomiat (who rose to the rank of the Governur of tre

V.Provincen. Apsrt frgm hin own studiea, there are many artinles
"y the politicu staft™ which ne edited. The 1otes are on well
over TOO tribea and dyuectn whom the cosonialiste adminiatered.

In this volw tous ecoppilntion, th2 studies or wn2 ubayi is tue

1arpeat. ™o o1 due o the (act that tne Gbag . were one of bhe

earlies! grouva to bef invaded mnd occunied | Hrd tish, The
earlieat capitaia of |the N.Profectorate we;? siiv2d among the The -,
and had ra lways 1inKing the major towma - Znngeru, vushisni ond
¥nduna, Henece the colonialists had smple ovnertunity to stu:y tne
Chegyi. Mont nine afministrators wrote to Temple,

‘M csnence of the anthropologicnl tocus at the Mrican

qaeretio 9o Lo emable the coleninlintn know now best to exleit

i - e c— e
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he AMriecmmo Yw avol !ir'lg mass resictunce and the use of minmiuwur

effort. Texpie madn 14 clenr fhat the anthrovoingicd neten or

{

studies rrovided

2 closs a.d deiziled and comprete pessrble knowl:dge
of tne habits and customs of the native [Anic_h_/ is
of the first importance to the EBuropean administra—
fione...the rather alementary dutiec of the guvernm—
ent in elimingting disturbances and securing a peace-
1nl state ot AtTairs are comrleted, the larger ] om -
that more impqrtant problems of establishing and
continuing nn|ademinintration wnich works with and Ior,
and not apmngt, the naturai and national evolution
of tre nativet. These can he resolved only by a welp
of a corplete|krnowledge of the daily life of the ind-
ividu4sl nsative,

LYY

—y—

This is the major work that consistently studied all the tribes
in N.Nigeria, and the| studien on the Ghagyi {s the dominant in the
compilation. The shrlies of origins of the Lbagyi, aru the demogra-

phic datea of the areda they occupy are given. xlthough the populatiemn

figures are incomplefe, they provided an eatimate that is nardly come

by in any <ingle sfudy. Without this type of work it would have been

difficult to kaow toqay that the Gba sl speaking people were still

in Daurs, Zmniarsn and|Zaria areas at the eve of the colonial canqu—

eat, T a prent exfent, the atudy corroborate scme oral accounts

on the cultural and Lconnﬂic activities of the region.

lHowaver, moat] of tho {nfermmntn were tha Frirs. One of such

informants and whosel arficle is in the compilation was the Bmir

of Kefli, Mdullshi. " Hia article tonched em tho three kingloms

under study, but wi i

the majorivy and th

Aarticle focused mm
rawa . Ctheir relatiq

This arficle reem t

p exonerare tne pa.ace

h no emphasis on the Ghwyi who constitute
enrl.eat asettlers - ownern of the iand, His

ly on the estabf{ishment o Xerti und sassa-

hng and their predatory activities in the reg.ion.

tugsles anrnd tne
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ambition of Xakame Ibs!:[. and clnimed thnt some Plimay Tamily

‘mattarn ande them kick

war miathievious by ret

who care from Katatina

slave. The story claimd

was mischieviously excl"

rent Zirl and refained

the fathor of tho pirl

referd the cagse fo Zari

rofneed FMeksma enter
gtory further claimed
he auhdued the Aon
of Yaffi guave Makama
That before Mnkamua df
In ordor te he pmi.'m:tﬁ
oat abTi shwent of anssan
It iy intereating

Nasgarawa Jibrin Mairiy

rafti, Yhe story of JiM

e out of Ket'fi, And that Makmn Threo

airing the girl that was giverr to the woman
demmding that Mikava Dogo was hLis rur-away
4 that the girl given to rede;u ek Ilogo
anged and Maksers Rended to the woman a-difeo
the otlher as his wife. That th.s angered

whe alvwara threatened Kakmma

unti¥ Mokamg

av This engered the people of Keffi md they

of i wvhen he returmed frow Zeria . This
hat Kefiy. pevople agtill supported Eukama vhen
atw, mmd Ransa and Bbire country. The rlers

fo reapite when Zuria raided Nasserawa comniry.
d he adviged his pecple in g buck to Fefti

d againot Zarin rafdn which threntensd the

Ak g!

toe note that

A
the version of the Bmir of

be, 41 gagrees with the story of the Eeir of

rirn hairiga roeveals elearly the palace

tussle in Keffi, the snrbitinn of Mexoma Dopgo leading to, the expelling

of Wokma From XKeffi.

ia story claimn that Makma [ogo went to

Zarie gnd wan crowned

net like him .g.r!.'.' was k
to- note that somd inde
of the Bmir of Kefii,
hmra been ever slaven
confered on him was n
of alave orifin (1.0,

been crownealy the Fmi

js the king of Keffi, but Ketfi people did

cked out of nuffi..m Agnin, it is intceresting
renes nf Naggaraun attemnt to deny the venion
d arpue that Umaru Kokmme Dogo could not
ue to the vact that the title ol 'K akemy
aliy roosteed for heirs, and that were he

bocurs or non-Fulani) he wonld not have

Yy |
of Zaria na the next {third) king of Kefti.

i

57. bt de ppedl 2—5"“‘_!
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They argue thnt ther: js atill a strons relationship between the

people of Nassmarawa and | ¥an Juurki, which symi.oliae that Makmara

Dogo crme from there, Al that were 'e n alave he would not kmit

t

hia drigin to 'Yanr Tumsaki. They etrongly argwe thot to beliewe the
story of the Bair of L etfi is to deny the relatienship hetween
Makama Dbzo end "Yan Tunpki, and to aay that his origin is not -
known. X i3 argument wa our attention te the fact that most

of the informants of thel colemialists framed their atories in such

a way t.h“ pofrxyed them| better vis a vis the people about whom

_they discussed. Thia seem true because, tucing inte considerttion
the fagt that the colonilalists favoured Nassarawa via a vis the older

reiities of Xurudy Furepe, Karu, retfi, Ahuja, Igu and 0  anda, the

Bnir of Kef{< could have been jealous of Nassarawa, and could have
franed his story in sch a way that Nassarawa looked like an off-
shoot of Ket 'L which chould have been the Provinei al Hendauarter,
Yurthernore, the Emir ofl Keffi wanted to show that Makma [bgo was
their servant and was nqt eligihle to be enthroned as the kinpg of
Keffi. Deaspite thig, th: position of Fakma Dogo as an ex-gsiave is
not disrisned. Thio ia dque to the fact that a larger percentape of
the soldiers of the jihadists were slaves and ex-slaves, ard the
earlieat title halders in the whole Caliphate and the fmir«ten

vere not from the line |[of the rulera but montly the ahla mercenaries

and ex-glaves, This was evident and e¢lenrest in Nasocarawa Emirate

which earliest title holders were mercenaries {rom Katsina

28 Joseph Aliyu Ohiare, "The Kingdoes of Tgu and Qpands..." pp.400-413.

]
29. Interyiew with Ahmefl Dangaladiwa M armara in 1993,

0. Intarview with vanlpdi Mohanned Nasasarawa in 1993,
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s eountrios,, A4

I Tnterestingly, tcea, ﬂl'm wor¥ of Temple adnitted nome of itn

Warn}mnaacu. Temple admitled thau the nourcesof reterence of the

ath nographera wers "asRef

thy ", without bnformatlon from the®nntiven”

ahout whom they wrote, and clmimed that the"natives [weg] unwi¥ling

[}
to inpart infgermation.t
|
¢ticns

were "“Incorreef

1
o

Tornle further made it elesr that their colle-

3‘_]&7

fun

th/ many omiassions of importmnt facts.”

| Ofher problems in the work af Temple includ® undue exphasis on

hamitic and cuntside origl
alzo full of dercgatory :

colonialists assumed thaf

ns of the peoples of Migeria. Thé work is

cras und firthy dogepiptierne, Alano, the

|

of mother, ar clenrly =~
1

noticed any 1ivk, thev in
other triben,

a:ren with the pnotinm tha

ury when the Chadic wpe

commrnities and stalea.
|

| Hoevar, denpite the. o
the communities and the

the peoples as well as
I

this thesis as regards ¢

under st udy .

ench trihe exiasted digtirctlyr and inde‘pendent
dnerated fron their nei thhoura, Ar  wnore they

terpreted it to he the rule of the Fulanie on

They potr:gted the peopling of the Niger Jerue conflnance

L the area was viacant until *he mid 17tk cant-
¥ ing groupn woved Info the »pen rnd found

timitations, some forma of relations mong

\uocio—polificﬂl and ecornomic nctivities of
the storieas of their erigins are relpful te
he reconstruction of the history of the region

t

' | '

Another impertant spurce reference iy tue work of Charles Kingejey

Keet.jz Like Taoples Me#k was alao a-cdlonial anthrepologist. He was

gn eminent achol=ar with
|

Asia amd Africa. This i
1 |

+|—..-- . .‘,‘

sy Adaent M The Hows:

Rih O Temply, P

32, C.K.Meck, Tribal St

@ A o e ——

wide knowledge on the history and culture of

{iuenced hig work o bo rieh in irformation

i3

FTbor i wethe History, 1970, 0

i Iptvee of rigerig. |

dies in Nigerin, wondon, 19703 & The Kopthern

Pvola. Lendow, 197I

»
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and comperative enslysnis and made his comceyfa to be full of Ramitic
hypothesis - that moat of the culture of the people in Nigeria

wore a by=product ¢f superior Asian, Arabic and Nerbern cuiture or

" Kad their blood.

A3 8 privary source, it inforwed réadera about the colenisl aud
pre-coleniai situwation, He dlvided the wre-colonial escio-political
organigation in typolugies and models for his convenience. It is the
only singYe work with exlensive ethnographic »apping of the peoples of
: the N.Nigeria., He also focused on the amalysis of the loca! Industries.

Woek comsidered tne Gbagyi throughout hiae analyeis. Also very irmpnrt-
antly, the worlt atapted with a focus on the humen geography and the
influence of the environuent on the people. He discusszed tr: peonle
of N.Nigeria 1in their terra tirma. A chapter is devoted on the 1o0cal
industries that fnfluenced the weatth, markefn and externsl contacts
of the region.. | _ i

Al'zer, Meek fook time to study the pre—colonial states, their loca-
tions, structures and traditiena of origins of the peonles.

Like other ethnolbéical worka, apparent biases are glaring
£hmughout the work. For instance, Meek exprreasesed his netien that
Tigerians were 'primitive' desplife the civiligafion much talked about
Br his work. Meek therefors atarted with the defimition of concepts
1ixe Tethnic type', tribe, clan, native, and thflsir paraphernalia like
fotems, dodo, _qggl, artifielal relations, and so on. These conceptsa
will be eritically examined in ovrder to seo whether they were spplicadle
o the people under study in the period in question,

Sinca Meek assumed that the bveat eulture in Nigeria were difuscd
from Asia and N.Africa or East Afrfca through the war-like people
and pheplerds, Mevk therefore paid speclai attention to this ce.thcny

of people whe knit their origins to Forth or East AMrica and tagged
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as '"Mamito-Negroids" - ien the Hauwsa, Kanuri, Mulani, Nope mmd Yoruba.
He T.raced their origins to Bast and North Africea snd as the light—
skinngd shepherds and war-like veople who migrated to present day
N‘.lge_ri’nn area. He claimed that they were the dominant poiiticar asctivs—
£8ts in the regiom in the pre-colonial paviod. This thesis has Leen
parfly influenced Yy this notiom, and thia thesia wili examine the
extont the mso-cailad centralised siates influelncad the ar.e under
atudy. |
Despite the fzet that some oral sourceﬁ support the efhnographier
mapping of Meek, and further butress the tact that the peorle in the
Worthern part of Nigerian arsa must have had %:cntuct with the people
down to the confluence area, hi'a speculated dlnte for the.r seperatien
- the mid I8tk century - meem to ¥eo too late for the peopling of
‘._:he confluence area, Also, the Linguiatic mnd Ulottochromlogical
mapping of the region sugges® that the peopling oo the region is
much older than ia suggeated in theeral tradition or migration stories.
E.}.anora.l.‘ly spetking, Meek paid much attention on the Gbagyi culture
._ whieh he epmpared with others' . He noted tbatl the Gbagyi in the whole
Nigerian area were simost homofensuous and Iess affected by cntside
influences ewen though they intemminglled witn their neignbours mmd
. anong the Hausa communities up to the heginning of the twentieth cent-
urye
Ancther conalatent and alaborate study af the Uhatyi was carried
out by Lunn and Conunt?’ Their atudy depended to a large extemt
on the colonial hi'storiggrophy some of which artfcIes they re-sssessed.

ey cIfmst exmined the socio~nalitical organizaticm of soce of

e euajér Ghegyl toawns like Kuta, Knru and Kurape. They were intere—

Pt T G

33.0bHh ahd Conant, Peoplas of the middle Niger Region of nigeria.
1Al Londowm, 1960. j



sted ir the nomenclture and dmmographic data o the uharvi, Trer 4lso
focuned on the culfare »f the GCbegyi. They agmn zave an elrhorate
exanination ol the Chagyi econonie nrnctices and as well comwared
their marketing with those of their nefrhbours. It is interestin:

To note that the market cenftres among tne Gbagri becare the durnins gro-
und o! the British goods. They critiqued the assumption nf cnru of
their contemporaries who assuned that the Gbagyi were always under
the political control of their neighbours, particulsarly the Gurn-ara,
Thev nlso exposed the delibernte atfempt by the colonial povernrent
to subordinate the Gbagyi to other groups particularly the muslim
groups. Their findings are useful to the last three chapters of this
thesis. Infact, their study ia consiatent and impreanive.

However, their work Was greatly influenced by some o. their source
references, and thus sufier from methodological and conceptusl nroblems
that becloud their gource references, 1t is very evident thet their
study wes purported to justify the colonial rule, Thus they claaelly
exanined how the GCbagyi were adziniatered, grouped and re-grouped
under the NAs, Districts, Provinces and so on. They consciously aveided
the principles behind such ever-changing policies, It seewrs most prod-
able to me that the colonialists subdivided the Gbagyi inte numerous
units and put under none Tbarvi' people in order to curb maes revolt
.aa Ghagy: woere resisting. Agmin, Gunn and Conant consciously neglected
the nature of the Brifish conquest of the Ghagyl which was characteri-
sed with violence, They crvated the impression that the coloninl rule
of 'the Cbagyi wns peaceful and dbcile stmosphere.

And as recists, noth-ing of the colonised was worthy of priise,
Henes they ironi enlly condemneud some econemic contribution to the

tolonial goverament and eeonony. Por inatance, the ym farming which
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during the coiconial repression, esmd the verr most essgential cron =
cotfonr - thal were repartriated to Britein for Britiash indastriali-

sationr were 2i1 declared as ™usually poor" arong tie Ubagyrs .34 It wag

wrschiol arly for Sunn and Conant fo uncritically nccept by 46w that

it has been reported recently, crumps [mrmg the Gbegyi]
are - usunlly’ rathor poory aliepged hevrune of Inck of,
and ignorance of crep retat{onm, inadecunte fallow
rericds, peor rideing;, late pianting, and tne :uch
debated custom of buming potential farmTands. 35

Thia type of the colonialL asseasment of the Gbagyi ferming is rot only
sareustice but alsc very wicked., This reveals the ifnorance and the

angrateful attitude of the colonialiats, This type of presudice »nd

to balittle
ahallow conclusion was a cnlculated attempt Ahe auch comtribution of

the Gbagyi to the colc 'ial ecnnony which was depended op ¢ th-crom

preduction. The colonial gim~craek is very clear im this undue ermha-

sia:

The yield of around-nuts Jmnong the Ghegyi/ is 1
swall/Sie,] and they de mot constitute a wajor
article of diet. ¥Yans are recant introduction.
w wild yan: /9ie,/ have ntways been ismported
‘in the dief fu tiwe of scorciliy.de. Gotiom,
though grown exlenwvively, iz naid fo be poor
qualityy iocally, it is used, heweaver, te produre
a superior, rvgged h-mespun cleth, 36

Ay

T™ese are tha fypes of the mumbo- Jumbdo analysis to be examine in

chapfer of this thesis.

|
|
5« Secondary g Tertlnry workas

37

-

The work¥as of Name Fenu Byanyike contain n lot of information en
the traditions nf orfgins ot fhe Gbagy{ genernlly, smd of the political

sgt up of ine kingdoms uf Karm and Kutn in the IT9th century. Hin works

34, 5bid. pp.89-%N. 35, abid, p.90. 36.ibid,

37. nana Fenu Byanyiko, Topnics on ubasy: History. Jos museuwn, 1374,

# " "

"the ¢bazyi Prople of Nigeria: Origin and Politicat
yeton " v mer presented at Chagyi Gherdosnu Feastival
*% Yelwa, gaapawa uGC Plateau State, en i16/4/1908,
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contain some: agsegsmenta vl the apeculatfons abonf.bhe Gb rrry ﬁeeﬂ
under the poiiticaf control of ftheir neirhbomrn, narticelsrTy in *he
area under study novwever, thé works of uyanyiko are encapsulated in
the hamitic mypothosia that becloud his source r:ferences. A#Hfﬁ, i?nn—
Yiko did noct extensively and {actually discums any Gbagyi cultur:, poli-
tieal orgsnization an' econoric practice, nor 3o his works tocus on
spocilic periad or identify some dhinnges the Ubarsd Nawe erneriencod, '
y
" Agmn, it s expocind of h' a fype of workn to {dentify the tactors
that nake the Ghagyf a unit ot stwdy, HYyenviko over-devended on the
cpdony al hi storfosrarhy.
Degpite tlieae shorl-cominga, By-nau"-fkoﬁ warra try tv reveat the
naturd o' the inter—ﬂr;np relotionn wharehy the Ubagyl emni yed tha_
¥ oo, Gade, Cwamdnrs, etc for fefish uvervices,
Naibi and tassan’C attempted to document tradifioms of origins
and chrondels of eventa in Abujia aren. Altrough chsai ~ workg are limeitod
to Muja enly, they atfempted fo documint tlhe aforieg of the surrounding
asttlements and tribes, and itheir relationship. Their works wers the
firat Yocal historien of the rogion baserd gn field work than on colon-
Il hinteriography. Their werks erionnively diacusged the nuprem-cy
ot Muja in the region in the late T9th century and the heginning of the
arth century, )
However, their worls suffer from wncritical acceptance of the
traditions « origins of the peop¥es, And the rounding of fbuja settle—
ment I3 potrayed nuch older tnan when it weas rmealy founded. There alwso

peem to be glaring exaggeration as regarda the aupremasy of Arujia,

L so, most of the analy-ia lack any acientific base to he tacen cerie-

usly. They uncriticully accepted information ¢n superstitions
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. f .
ard tuhoos as [ f they were Wistorical res)itdies. They did pob drsouss

the anople (A Yian pergnective, they assumed thet the peanie were
monolithie, Deapite these wenknoessen, thelr works give us muck info-
mmation an the tradifions of most of the mettlements in thke region
and the early contacts with the Baronpeans. Arso, thew. focuged on ;
Puia relations with the mefghbouring  people end wifh the Calfbhate,
The article of Alhalf Ibrmnim Taryihel 'l‘lllturﬂl, the Thrnki ot
H‘uliochijg revenls hin vast Enowledge on the tracitfons of origins
of the peeplen around Aveja rrd the confYTuencve arem inm purticular, He
also highTighted the fyperof relationship mmong the warious ethnic
greups in the region. |
However, the wurX of Tukura guifers from the problem of chree-
elogy aud hapific derfvations, He uncritically accepted fthe vic./ tnetx
the Gbagyi migrated from Hausaland and arrived at their present vhodes
‘Ehr'nugh Birnin Gwari during Usman Dan Podio jihad. This date for their
arrival is Too late, He seemed fo siress the fact that the Gbagyi
put confederal effort in order to check the jihadiats’ iIncursions,.
ind the article throws [ieght fu the faet fthat there wes sharp deﬁog—-
raphic changes caused by the jihadi st activities, and sore Chapyi and
Heuna might have left Hausaland to weet their brothers wno gave thew
.reapite in Gbeapgyi counfry. |t i algdo clear in his article that ofner
groups iLike the Gade and Gwandhara were pushed inmto the Gbagy country
By the jikadists who raided them.
1r. tukura igrnored the contradictiona which propelled changes
in the confluence ares and overwhelmingly essumed that everything

wvas OX. Por inatance, he claimed that :

39.I irsligm Tazhibei Tukura, "A Brief History af migration." A Paper

presented at Cbagyi Gbedognu Festfval, at Yelwae or 16/4/€8,

o1
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the Tenira Kwotto /Shira/ atno Live sfde by side wi®h

the Bassa, Ghagvi peopie and Hewvan., History reveals

that the "ghira peorle, the Gaden, the Bnesas and tne

Gbagyi people never fought any war mmong themselves

But penceful co~existence. 40.
I€ s nost probable thaf Tukurn conscioualy avoided inter-#riba
conflicts in the region in order te boost the Ghapgri Gbedognu Feotival
which aiwa at cohesion and peace in Nigeria.

Anather writer on the Gbaryi f£0 | alinku Bara'e Dlim“ who tried
ter study the Gbagy! way of 1ife, His work afarted with the origin of
the Gdagyi as is obtained in the coloniair hister ography, and ended
with sore Gbagyi vocabulary. lis work is of greast value to whoever
wishen fo know the idiovyncrncy and mytholory of the Uhnsvi. Hence,
the: work is zore or less ethnolegiecal.

Mkxo depended fargeiy on his field work, particularly on hia own
experience at Dike. Bornm in 1933, Diko atarted his elementaty schonl
in T942 ancd acquired his dioloma in I981. Then he becme a culturnl
ofticer with Sulejan LGA, He also served with the Ministry of Sperts
and culture Y1nne Thin ex arience mmonf the Gbegy: influnerced bhin to
give the culture of the Gbagyi a curious look,

He attempted fto trace the origin of the Cbagvi generarly. and
1ike many scholars, he in encappulated in the stories ol owt-cide
origi'na, He tharetore helieved that the Gbagyi orfginated froa Meccna
and started to migrate awsy at the time whem Moha=ed intr luced tuo
religion ot 1slam. FRa claimed that the ubagyl left Mecca and peased
through Borno and Hausaland until they reached their pres-ont =hodes,

Aapart t'rom thiz monolithic origin which seems imargersrv and
wnsciantific, it appears to Diko as if the Ghagyi are monolitnie,

He did not give us the significance o! hin sfudy, nor di/J he show

the forces that enable the Gbagyi retain their culture for centuries,

_BHowever, hin work ia n challenge which this theais tikes up.

40. fhid. v,

‘1. 'ﬁhm BP&I‘N.;Q mh‘” Gh&wl"\cwar{) C“lﬂr’. mnezm G]"ﬂﬂh " r:—fhfc:-
b\ A, T J&?"l'ﬂ .
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i
This study wag lavgely deperndent on nral ac2nunts, Te

method winvted wao individnal end group interviews conducted
by me. Most of my informants reside in the area under study,
honce T foliowed thom to their villegés omd houges. The e'rite:'ia
for choosing an informant was the seclo-political and professional
peaition of the person aond the age. I therefors consulted the
viltage-heads, the slderly pwople and the hedrs of tha thremes,.
T was further directed to some elderly neople whom it waa believed
That they kmw: about certain aspects ef the ﬁiatm of the area..
under study, and shout purticular episode.
Although I sometime employed regearch mssiatants who int- ro-

dulcnd me to momes informants, and aomatimen ad 1nterp‘;‘eters, I 414
no? have the problem of in*erpretation since most of my informaents
wore dPI-lipgusl and could speak both Hansa and Gbagyl ranguages
fluently. ™a Yeginning of the interviews varied from some intor-
mants to anothor. In the gronp interviews T askaed series of ques-
tions which some of the peaple or chief-spokesman amswered .nd
.elaborutad on other' s, Most of the individual {nterviews started
with open discussion dhrough which I gathered some relevant infor-
mation which T d.d not earlier concelve. I was again opportuned to
re-interview some of the 1nformasnts in the villages around aine
in order to assess thelr consistencles,

| Tt is important to note here that ene of the moet pecu-liar
proBiema in such oral information was the igsue of dating, send |
sometimes reporting of different episcdes as if they occured

symultaneously. There was slso the problem of confusing the
!

achievementa of some popular kings md placing them as if
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they reigned longer than they actually did. These problems have
been noted in the diacuasiqn. and compared with their variants.
4 .

Tho following people were the informantes

LndividusY Interviews:
I. Ademu Kwannki, 45 yeare old, Principal of Govt., Corlegs Loko.
He is highty i<terested in this study and hee been accessible
during the research. He is knowledgemble on the steries of the
ri89 and decline of the kingdoms of ITgu and Opandr, the riss of
Nasaarnwa, and intergroup relations in the region.
.-_2. Aimad Dangal adima, 30 yemrs o0ld, a civil gervant with A.B.U.
He cTaimed to have listened . . to his gramd-parents
and parents teil the stories of the rise'nf hamra and its relation
ship with the neighbouving seftlements. nis inturmation was rele-
vant to chapter 4. | | ;
3. Atikn, Garba Yahaya, about 3% years oYd, an History Lecturer
with Usman Danfodio University Sokoto. We met «t Sokoto on 13/°/93

during an Internatinnal Conference on the Soko!~ Ualiphats snd

the Furopeans. e 19 currently carrying out recqarch om kefti,

He intormed me nhaut the relatiowship between rorfi and Zarig,
ngigrhhnurinr_.: MEirateg and antochthonons politien in the region,

4, Late Azikl Tukura, died in 1984 at the agae of about H:. I f irct
syatematically interviewed him in 1979 when I was carrying out a
research on the history of Christisn missionaries among the ..
Gbagyi in Nassarawa area. As en evmngelist he Vnew very much

about Christlan missionaries in the region, which account was
useful to chapter 5. Also, ho was always with Rev. Anyitomizal
Tukura the king of Kurape, from whom he leernt about Kurape
kingship 1nstitgtion. His kinglist was used i? chap*ﬂar. 3.

y i

NE
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Y« Bako Chegama, about 65 years old, was interviewed thricy at

T

Marmar= and at Nassarawa i‘n‘ 1992 and 1993. Bis accounts were mostly
on' Nassarawa-Kurudu wara, |

b. Bako Sarkin Yada, sbout 0% years old, wan Ini-rviewad ot Tsmnh

on 3/}'.,/’92 and on 2/3/92. He was consintent on ths origins snd rela-
tions between the Cade, Gwandnra and Ghngyi pen-le In 1:['1:3 refion.

‘T.' Bamayi Wakili, nbeut 32 years oud, a fammer, was interviewe: on
3/1/9.? and 3/I/92. His accounta centred on the ~rigin of +ve Busaa
in the kingdom of Xurare,

8. Bmiyidubegye { alian Papa) son of Tuxura, son nf Gmarawrivi, -meat
70 years old, a farmer, was interviewcd at Marm ra. on 31/12/9]
(8PTC). He claimed to be highly knowimdzeable cu Ghagyi war strateger,
dits and the kinglinte of nnt;udu arid furapes an: theie relationships.
9. Rav. Chidawa Nysyins, shout B0 years old, wr: interviewod thrite _
during the sludy period. He was highly informative om the ourty
Christisn miacfonnricn muong tha Chapyl. He alno psave me noma .'!!‘!f-'ﬂ‘ﬂ-;
dary source maforials thai.'.were very uaeful to the stndy.

10. Pastor Damishi son of Damashiri son of bain son of Anvibanwuiys
{ DDD) ia about 80 wears of age. He was interviewed four tlmes at |
Tangh., e was infomative on the earlies. Bagyi asttlements in the
region, and was helpful in drawing the maps of the kingdoms. He aléo
informed me arout the christing wmiasionsries i- the rotica. .I
IT. Daniel Zaki E8in in about 3 years old, a teacher at Gnvt Sec.
School Panda. he was interviewed in Fehrmary 1993, He claimed that
his parents told him about the migrations froml Furape srea fo the
northarn and enstern direction, and on Gbagyl culture.

12, Dany&aysi %ekwotawnurmyiya) aon of Arande son of Mtn is shout

50 years old, e farmer and evangelist, waa interviewed ot ;Ihmage .
en the 4/1/92 in the presence of his family. He claimed that his
paresnts intormed him about the superiority of Kurape befcre Xnrude

and X aru heears splinter states, -
|
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I3. Late Daso danghter of Saadumi ¥ing of Xurudu, ny grandmother

who died at the e.2 of about I00. She used to-.tell us about the
dynastic/roysl marriagea betwean Kurape and Kurudu, and lecal

and inter-reglonal trades. She alsa told atoria.'s sbout the ecolonial
repression which wers useful to the recensfruction of the histery ot
the ares unnder atudy. : *

T4. David Efuna, asbout 45 years old, a teacher { and Chairman, laﬁ
LGA 1992~-93; was interviewed twice in T942, He alzo acoonmad-ted me
during my resesrch period. He was wery intormative an the origins
of the Koro and Yaskwa and their relations. ‘i

15. Dygara Tuta Tukura ( DT'T) is about 10 years old, a farmer, was
interviewed 3 tiwes Iin his hause at Wozye. He was weraid on the
relationanip between the three kingdoms, Gbagyi war strategem, cu;lt-
ursl pmactices, Naoparawa farays in the region, and om coloniat inve

]

azion, conmuest and ecoupation.

16. Dazal ALayi) son of Nagtnayi son of Mamwawye (king of Yurape}, ia
about 90 yoars old and wes interviewsd at Pakpa in 1989. e was inf-
ormakive on The caltural practicen of the Gbegyl in Xurape kingdom,
I7. Gaiyn Shrmage .Husa fa ;bc;ut 4% ywars old, a farmer and foretel.er,
wag interviwed fTwice inm Y992 at Shamnge. He claimed thaf the founde
rs ¢f Shrmago seTtlemont wore {rom Sekete area, md helps us asses
other accountsg on the origiﬁ of .‘:‘hamagn peapLa. .

IB. Gideon Dogo 1o about 45 years old, an administrator (Se‘l:retary
XKaru LGA, . He hosted me at Earu during my field-work, amd alee
introduced ma fg the palace of‘ the Usu of T eru thrice. He was
informative on the Karu kinglist, ! t

19, Ibreauim Tazhibei Tukuram (ITT) the Turaki of Rubocni is ahout

50 yeurs ald. Hee ™ the Chiof asccountant, Hu_,nicipnl Local Govt.

Abuja. He has attempted doocumentins the traditions sf origins

B 1
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-of the peoplesn in Niger-Bonue: Comfluence aresn, some of which

articles I asad . As a personal frienmd I have Beer opperfured

o interview him thrice.. Hie Information was moatly on the ipter—
graup rwiastiors smeng the p-?l? in the Ni;jrhpinua Cunrlusnccvi
arem, the Nassarawa- Kurewda uur; and the rulationship hetwesn tﬁe
G!iu;;yi end the Bmsa states in the 19th cenlury.

L. Iliya NMko is abunt 55 years old and tne Direetor, Jos Mein
Market, T have beem opportuned to interview hinm in his oftice and
in uis town Uke three times. e directed me to some old people

vho beceme ry informanfs on the Kurape lingahn? instituticu. He
agnin afded me finamciallys He has attewpted to document the migre |
ation storfes, which futher corrodorats the claim that most settle-
nents in the region were once wnder the kingdom of Kurape, and

sodre of thew Fled to found now settlements, i

2T, Jezyl mon of Nature son of Xaura son of Gido ason of Znubail

{ Sakumnduyt), is about S0 year. 5 old, interviewsd at Nsbuee on
26/4/92., He cYaimed that kis intlrmation vas handsd to him by his
gramd-parents who fraced their o:igins to GrinuﬁKupan Gwari and
Kurudu,. ne was ong  the infermants whose aceunts om Lie reXat-
ionship between the threeg kingdboms and tne Ewirales was clear.

'22. Jezyl walw (Rtd. Hopgourable Wakili), s sbuut 70 years ol4d,

a farmer, interviewel af Wuuzye on 25/1:2/‘:\} and on 12/2/92, His
information was wmoetly un Kurape Calvary and stratefem, mlesionaries
in Cbagyiland and on colonial rapresaicons,

2%, Joseph D.0pongo, m expovienced civil servant who bhad been a
Judke,. police and nov & security officer A'K.U.is abeut &0 years
vld. Be cYaimed %o have attempfed documenting the traditionas of
eriging of the ¥wnsmiomo and Gbagyi in the i9‘i0' 3, and whose

sccoumts wara criticsliy used in chapters I end 2,



24.Reve Joel [phodsai, about 'X) years old, was 1nterviewed in [+

and in 1993, Ae attemptempted documenting the traditions -~f the

8 |
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Cbagyi contact with Christiams, which article vag helpful to cha
5. He showed hiz interest in this study.

25. Lute Kaka Ruba wu aboot % yenrs old, the other of '.rkin
Laminga (with whom L was breught up) €old ue s'out the Cwnndnr
of Zokxun Bedle in oid Zasku settlement on the hilf, =mmd their relst-
fenonip with the Chagyi.

26. 7ura (Chesnabnmiyilc) som of Talupwuf son of Bamdeho (KCTD). He
was irterviewed om 12/2/92. He s abomt 10U geers ofd and s:.ul.
healthy and brisk, a forcfeller and great stwmy telier. ne was ence
a colonial interpreter in the 193Cs. ris most relevant infomusa-

fion was om the erizing of settlemants, Kurape supremacy, “barvi
relations with the Cwandara snd Falanl of Ketf: nnd om emloninl mie,
27. ¥ure Adogo ic "out T5 ye-rs ofd, u preacher and farmer (my
uncle who sponmsored my secondary schoel), was very intorz tfve

on Kurudu-Kurape reictions, early misaionsries »nd coluni: i
represiions.

2. Ladi (mrs Pastor Tokuma Mrdski, my uncle) daughter of Amid-rnyrdu
son o Wnuanyita. I hnd four systematic interviews with har . “he
informed me shout the ubagyi teixtiles, markets, hody-marks ani
qy.tholaxy'. Her accounts were reievant to the discussiom on  tne
economic aspects of the kingdoms. She is about & years old,

29, Lazaras Azaki Tukura is about 35 years old. le Is an accountant
with the UInited T&ﬁln Limited Kaduna. He cYaiged to huve listened
to his grantf parents and paremts teXl abowt Kurape and Futudu
Ringdoms = particulariy steries of their kings, wars, imstalation
oersuonies and burial cersmovien. e again resd some of my manus-

eripts and comwented on some issues relevant to this study.



XLwiit
%0 . Manaseh Tukurs is aout 33 ywers old, a Senlogy Lenturer

S.P.S.Xeffi (now the DMrector, Raw Hat‘erialg Proceasing Dev.
Platea State) , a heir of Kursape kingdom was of immemse help o
this shudy. He fravelled with me through the kingdom, mnalys~!
the rocks of the rozion which censtitutes chipter Lo He npain
made avallable to me some MEMOS addressed to }’latunu Stute on the
issue of KarahI/Kurapa district and 1ntcrgroﬁ];r relations in ‘thr
area.
31 Muhammad »ansef A5ubakar(Malshanu) is about 40 yeers old, a
teacher with Platem State Teuchern Service Boerd. ne clﬁned
o have llstened to hia per?frta' tzll the stories of the cricins
of Laninga people. I Interviewed him four times and his accounts
vere consistont. He was the major informamt on the history of L'.’a.-
inga.
32, muchelo Mattory saiksiangu MMM; is Mt 60 years -dd, &
former, was interviewed hfice at Marmara in 1931. Be was fe-r?sad
on the socio—~polical nmnd cultural practices of the Ghegyi.
%%4. Shehu Admmu D, 1s about 4% yeurs old, secretary of tue
Schol rrship “oard riatemn State. He im currentiy ca:rryiz;ng vut
research on uhe history o Gbagyi in Migeria. Be helped me in
&.m ways during this study. He transported me to the field work
in evrder to contact my informants. He aguin financiall, aided
ney,and gave me his manuscripta and some mewes related te Karu
kfngahip institution. _

i
34, Late Dr Shokwo Anall Joseph was about 55 pears (died in
Nov. 1993) and was helptul fo me during the resesrcn. ne was

ther the Dirsctor of MAMSsR Abuja. Despite his tight scheduls

he spared time and discupsed with me onm how te improve to thesis,
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3%. Ahaji Yusaf Maigyuda Ara, sbout 60 years ¢ld, a farmer &rtd.
buainrss mean, was interviewed at Ara on 12-—10-3!:%. Bia infompation
was on the origins of ire Cwandara.

36, sihaji (Fen. Irw; Waifd Jibrin is abeut 45 I}'agr;s old, the

M United Nigorinn Textiles Kaduna holped me in meny ways. He
fnanciaily assisted mwe and tramaporicd ae sen:;m;. timgs to the
fleld work. de 1s interested in the documentatinn of the fraditions
of the people in the aredofl atudy. ne aiso grm;; me gowe of bin
réaa.-lrcn articies an the migration atories of I'ct\e MaXani ot keffi,

marmarg and their neighbours. He haa held tne: titles of the

Ciroman Falani, the Dangd of Nassarawa and ncm‘l the Sarkin Falmni.

¥1.Late Zaghfce dmghter of nyfdagyibanyi eorr nf Madski Gbendobo,
dfed af" the age ot abuut 8S0. e wae the Frieites of Mmadiawa cult
and Queen of Ashuce . der afories were mostly om obagyi pettury

ad markets which were relevant informatfon to this study.

3B+ ontgnamt deughter of Beunaje sen ot Nyidonyi (ZBN; wife ot

LatePadawn Tauah Wyldagyibanyi daru, 18 about 100 yearrc otd .f).:.nd

atiii healthy. I {ntarviewed her twice ant Marmears In 19%.2. She

was informative on.GEagyi textiles, Potery, sylvan produce, local
marke®s and inter-regional marketa with the Afo, Ageiun, Fhira amd
;auaa. and had the clearesat account on trade-nct-work in the region.
39, Zozyiwo Finabwuf Dogogyiiking of nurudu) lloche Bawa \ZFDK)

ig sbout 9 yenrs o¥d, the Barde of JIogon Ixtams, He Iy a srest

story teller and verued in his geneclogy. He,: was systematically
interviaved at Marmera fthrice, and mostly infimmative on the earlt-
agot gettlemonts around wuruda, nigretion storiea, GHeaesyi wars,
wbagyl relations with the Gade, Bsassa amnd sbhira of Kurudu kingdom,
1lié confadernl ties between the kingdoms in t#a region and the

‘ | l

- remANY qf Kurudu.



Group interviews y54)

1o wl/ABY/20=12=91; 1=2-92: 5-1-973: ],

These Interviews were organised in wmy houwe, allr:d heéaded by jnte
Makoyr | Bowu) dmghter of Zakwof, about Y9 years ofd. Premsnt ir
the Interviews were Nupuyi nyidegyibanyi Takura \ry mother), about
6% yearu old, 351’:;;%1 tugahoyi Sogbistbmiyi (my ste!p- gi'and wuay ), |
about 90 yemrs old (died in Jam. 1934,;. Their sccounts were mostly

on trade- relations im fthe wholie region and ubagyi marriase system.

2. @L/AB/3012/Y1: :

This interview wns heeded by Adogo Rezawa, aé)out IO0 Feruw:s old
in his house at Tawah. In s€fendance were T astor Sundsy som of Agwal

s

som of atyaga som of Zaxwol son of Bawai ( about Jl,S years old);
Laagyt ¥ -_ttofco('aﬁe«;t §5 yeara old); Asibi kpskuru Qabout %0 yamrs
o.[d} a nurse; and oihers. Adogo Becawa wuw very ir}formafive an the
wigration stories and the confederal ties betwesen I;B.tn'arpe ead Furudu
kingdoms, He Knew very much about the kingliste of these kingdoms.
Pastor Sunday Azy aga was versed in his ganeology, 'migration ctories
and t_he'f'oundi.ng of Azy'a.ga sottlenent. Asabf Kpakuim reported on the

peeuliar diseaces in the regiom, and also helped me to draw Maps 3.3,

3. GI/M/3-1-92: :J
Mis Interview was conduofed in the premimes of Peoples Nank

Nammaaraws, with Late Alhasaan Garba Mrdulrashamen «sabtoud % years old)

then the Nanager of Peoplen Bank Naasarawa, and Shehu son of Akawn
l
gorr af Tukura sen aof Asuma non ol Udoka son of ioqdi the founder of

K areo settlement (abount 45 yearn old and » o0ivil ‘mervant. Thair
maimr account was the srigina of the Gwandara and d;ade and their

[
retatiiors, they nlso reported on Gade cultural practices.



4. C1/0su ATW/75-12-793 %0-12-8%

the fnferview was organised im the palace ot Sh'nrawi Mhyitomiznal

and his peiace attendance, when I was writing "AL' project titled
"The coming of Chrintianity into Naszaru.a-Kerfi a'ra.. "1 nave

been opportuned to meer; the xing many times sidce then. Late Anyit-
omizai (Rev.) Murura son of Manwawye (king of Rurape c.1907-1908)
died in T9YI af the aze of abou?® Y. lle was sdong the earliesl ehr-
igtisn converic: i the rerion, he hecame a chriystian in I795% when the
migsionaries asumed tha. he was about 25 yenrt old. AB = heir %¢ the
throne he was in pesition to know very much nhLut the Yurrpe kingship

inatitution. His information was used thrnughnét the theris. As un
i

evangelist and interpreter he was in poeition fo know very muen ubout

the christiar activities and colonial repressipn in the regien,

5. GL/AM/T-1-91; 16-4-92:

This interview wrs onrgamised at Laminga in the Jouse of Aruws on of
Maishmu Jarmai sen of Dadai (fhe 'I'axnr:ozlecfu}." in the Yingloz of
Kurape during the roeigan of Ienlw!, my uncle, ef-rmt 60 vears old, He
i{s a business man and pries=t of _hmult,ﬁzye. Present in the
interview were Kande Maighanu (my mnt), Zhimi Maighany -7 suns) -
dotr are elder aisfers to Aruwa Maighanu, Their acenunts werc nostly
on family gemeologies, migration sftories and the founding of suftle-
ftents east of Kurape, and relafions among the ;I_weoplles in Kurape
kingdom. The interview of tie 16-4-97 was orgwmised at Marmnrea in

my house, Presont were Nupuyir Talura av mnthe\l. Baha Xyidegy . iy
(my munt) and my brothers. Their accounts \rerq: mostly on the aigration

stories of people from Kuravne to the south,

6. GI/AN/T-1-92:

' iy

™is interview waa held in the residence of Jge Gade | a veterimary

doctor with NAPRI AWT Zgria) at Zango Zaria. fhe chief apokesmar was

Bor1imitor Mtrus eon of Narai son of Zakwoi pon of Ala son of kenyivo

' Sushwa-gminyic o (Osu of Raru ¢.1729-1776) whp is Bou® 'S yesrs o’



L : L i1
vorking with the Min. of Jusfice Plateau Sfate. e hug colecta |
Iot of oral traditions on e Karu kKingnhaip institutior, with thao
View t.!r.: decumenting them, Henco he wan Lighly ¥nowiedpen-1. om tha
cingliat of Karu, the relationchip between naru rmd itas gubordinste
vi.l.lages and with nefghbouring polities, Present inm th‘e interview
were Joe Gade \ about 45 years old), Gowon Danjimiko ( about D yaars
old, n History student RBU Zaria) md Nuhu Poyi (ahout 30 v ,»e 314
also o atudent ~F History). Thoy helnad ne traw.the Maps 7 und 3.

T.6T/GAT/30~12-91:

The interview wna conducted in the palace of the villape—haead of
Temsh, Tha Chiefspokesman was Galadima non of Aryidakuzo son of

Topmiwyt (about 90 years old), a farmer.end evangelist. In atfandance
Liite

ware the village head of Tamsh Usy Aruba knyidaknzo ( about 70 years
v diedong L9-12.93 h

01d) and hia pnlnce sttendants. Caladima WEs versed on the mature of

the confedernl ties of the three kingdoms, tho:l.;lr political organi-
za¥icn snd their kingliets., He was also highly Illmowl'adgeahle on the
Jikedista activities in the rogion, the coning of Keffd, Ghegyi war-
strategen snd the colonial conquesf ad ocmpatlion. uBu A tha was
al80 informative on the ties hetween K;xrapa md; Kurndu and Ghagri

cultursl practices. I was opportuned to re-interview them in 1992

|
and they were consistent in their accounts. |

f
Late Obu Habu aon of Shek wogh awye son of Gbake son of Tots son of

8. CI/0su HS/1983; T6-4-89:

Znigbolo son of Zavoma son of Chikpe son of mei.inabei died in I99¢

8t tho age 2 about TI0. He was the chief of Yqjlwa, Toto LGA, I
first interviewod him in February 1983 when he came to receive troe—
tment &f Kefii Geneial Hospital, and atayed with his son Abuson

( then the manager Ketfi Hote!l, now the Mean ager sharaton Hotel A ja) .

Y agnin ovgoniced an interview in his palace on 18-4-89 during
| !



—
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Gbegyi_Gbedognu Festival in the presence of a!ml&:t 6 vitl-pe -hends
and price attendanta.He showed his grent int-ﬂ{: t in Chia atudy. e
was the most versed family hiotorian I ever mef. !e knew very -uch
about the originn of the pmoples around the Na i.l\-?’!enuc Conflucnce
and treir relationc. We also repurted on Chagy) reln!i.nr- witn Zeria,
He clqimed to have lesrnt most of his sceourn frin aig grandeporents,

the Jihadist activites, Buropemn conquest and Taeionsry retivites,
i
His nccounts were used throupghout the theasis. |

!

9.GY/TT7/23-12-91; 3-1-92 ]
These interviews toagk place in the house of Mﬂ.ﬂi Dbgo Mubak ~r at
Marmara. Alhaji Deo is about 65 years old, a T:aiuassam. Ahajt
Ibrahim Tazhibei Tukura, the Turaki of Rubol.hill!is the Chief fccountant

Muja Municipal Loeal Covernment, and about 50 |7ears old. IT™ is a

local historian who pave me some of hin nrticl.l.s end showed gront
interest in this study, He also assisted me flimcin]l_v. He 18 versed
on the stories of migratione in the region. Eqi alao reyeorted on the
cultural and intex-group reistions emonae the pleoplc around the n~iger
Benue Confluence area. He again reportod on Naﬁsarawa—nu-ud'u wer,

and the relations of Gbagyi country with r.ans!)f cities. T was opro-
rtuned to re-interview him and he was consistent in his accounts.

f
10 GT/usu IB/ 16-4-92; PA-4-92; b=4-00: I

e !

Osu Ishaku Bulus ia about 69 years old, a auqvmr and busgnessman.
The first interviow with him was orgnnised byr late Dr Joseph.A.Shekwe
at Lugbe. Therc were village-heads snd somé ql,ducltad people in
attendance. ™hae sacond one was orpanised by Jedion Dogo (Sec. Karu
Lt t 1992-=93) and the third by Mannaneh ‘mkurli \ Mrctor, Min. « Raw
Materials Processinf, Plateoau State,. The ingarview waa conducted

'n-u his interest in

infront of hia palace attendants, The king

. this atudy. Apart from hia tnfarmatinn on Kagm kingdhip institution

he made available to me some Memon thnt gre relevant to thés atudy.

il

iV
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TT. Gl/Sarki JA/4-4-92: | &3‘
Sarkin Laminga, Alheii Jibrin Aﬂmﬁu ins abou;l:::‘jﬁu vears old, and

In whose house 1 was brought up. te wns gystematically interviwed
in front of hio polace attendnits. He was versed on the migretion
stories of the Hausa and Pusiani in the region and the establishment
of Xetfi, Nassarnwa, Lamingo, Marmara and the neirhhouring aettlement

12, GI/[ﬁZ?»I—*)Q: ' '

™ie was organised in the house of Aruwa Maishenu at Laeinga. Kende
Maishmnu 1is sbout 80 yerrs old, sy nunt. In attendance were ’Zhima
Maishanu her sister and Aruwa Maishanu., Kande was the chief-spokeman,
Their acounts were mostly on the pre-dynastic relations smong the
aritlements around Xuraps and Kurudu snd family geneologies.

13. GI/N7/26-10-97:

f .
This interview was Reld in my house at Marmara. Rvpuyi Nyidagyibanyi

Tukars {8 my mothey ehe 1s abemt 70 years old, In attendance were
mny grand mothers Adskxoyw Rown, MIitocahopi Saghiafbmiyi and nmy
brothers. Thelr accounts wers moetly oan family geneclogies, lecal

and regional tradea and UGbegyl manufactures.

- T4.G1/0su NAD/I-1-92;
T™is was held in the palade of Osu of Kurudu, Nyazaszyi {aliss
Alkali smade) Dookwebmya. He is ebout 75 years old end a piua
mzalim. .'!'he Interview was conducted in the presence of his pdlace
attendanta. His accounts were mootly on Kurudu kingshiv inatitutien,
Fassarawa-Kurudu wars and the relationship between Kurudu and the

neighbouring potitien.

15. GI/PWR/4-6-1980;

™is interviaw was conducted In the house of Late Padawa Yyldasyi-
Brmyi Taman Karu, whe wnas then abont 100 yeara old., In attendance
¥4%8 Kure Még:) ( ehout 78 yeara old, Csu Nyltomizai tuxura ,
répwmt Ydeky ard sowe ofher elderly people. The chiefspokeman

Y

. i
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was Late Yadawa so~ o tnendoBo \ the madeli of Furadu) zen of
myiwyil { commarder Af *the forcers of surc .'L who fouert Msknme “om
|
in the 189%08). e cluimed to hrve hacore n Thristisn zhovt 191C -4

Woyegnu, Bis father wa~ from Kurid- ahilp Mas myto'r wa £~ rarare,
|
Jand hig nrels g tr evmapaior T Ky g e e * Ahuin nnd

Ketfi forces, by name Znimyisjeatna, His pntories weiz moutly on the
kings of Kurape and Kurudu, wars with the jihadizta - AJ21,-  the
migssionaries among the Ghesyl and Ghagyi mythology. His stories

greatly nourished the thenin, .
T6. 61/8¢/0-10-92; 30-12-93:

This interview was oreoniced in Suidny Gimba'a house at Somam. Yo sac
hoi in IH0, civil necv:ont md evangelint, Prenent o Phe interview
waes his wife Savovinva Howo born in I‘j','nf.’-'. sunday Cimha worked witn
the misaionaries sinee hia childhood, Thedr accourts were mmatly on
misnin;anry netivities around the T‘Iigeru“e%me Conflnamece nrea - smong
the Ghagyi and “ansa people; Zaria and Gh:m',yi relstions hefores colonial

rule mmd colonial represasionn,

17. GX/Traditionnl Rulers/12-10-92:

! was invited 5y a committee set up by the Platem State Govt, to

consgider tiie Memorandas demanding for cvriation of | stricts in Nacs -

raga LGA on "0-.0-42, 1 aei~ed th+t opnodtunity to interview some of
.

the traditiornal rulers preasent. They in(:l.ludads
I. Usu Ahmadu (alins Alkali '\yazanryi) king of kurudu, about 75 yemrs old;
kali Muluwa, village-head (vh) of Tuluwa, sbout 60 vrs old;
3. waba Anyidsaaskuzo, vh of Tawan, avout fib yrs oid;
yuba Mkura, vh of Daana, shout fu yedra old, the ch;efqu_g_mm.
5. Dawada Giwa, vh of Cora, about f, yrse ald;
6.Giwa ubibwayi, vh of Pasali, svbout 90 years nld;
T.Jembowa (Chagyi-chief of umminga) a~ouf 60 yra old;
8.Jeashua Gaiadima, vh of Doron Datse, shaut S0 7rs ola;
9, Maikasuwa Knka Atiye, vh of Nahuee, shout 60 yrs nld;
I0. Shesipo Allate, vh of Duwu, sbcut 50 vrs old;
11.Zami, wh pf Gbnita, mhout % yra old; |
12:¥ello Mta, vh of Marnraban Ara, 45 vg- old;
13.80n. K Caladima Ara, sSec. of NRC ﬂasaarﬂua L.G.0.3 ahaut W yra a1d.
T4.Von. Davuda Padawa Counsifor) o 0t 50 vro ~1d:
15, Hon. Hnasini Gajere Tmarn (Cou.'\l.l.l]nr‘) nthout 29 venra nld.
! I

™o intorview wan conducting in this Ch v pr, T asked them sorfes of



questinonse, wd the criefncakesra war Amba Dann @o Fraw most

the mawers, Jthars enmmamtal or esnmdod an hie conrmnta, Jhat 7

gathered most in this interview was the nrigins of zetllements in

l'.nrrxpn:i mmd Kurudu :-:im’.dnqs, confederal ties hetween them, Gbaryi

relations with th~ 3asaa, Gade, Gwandara, &hira and the Yammsa,,the

Kurdu=Naasarawn wrra, Naascarawn foraye in the rerian, Ghapgyi- Trasa-
- !

rawa wnra whilch they clmmed onmhlad Nanaarawa ta purvive the rofdn

from Zaria, Abujn and Ehira wars and the colonial repressions.

8. GI/™™/1.-1-G2:

Pastor Tukura madnki, nrother of my mother, is sbout €0 yesnrs old, He
i's the aon 2T Obcendoras (the tedmki of Yurudu in the 19fus!, son o ¥
Znkwribiyi Ayiwyl (n ons Jaten the Rooyaeynrko of Yurids whn fousht
ageir at Yasaarsy + in the 1680-903 betore he witn irew to Takpanu ol
Maia fntervias woo socdnetadl 3 Y2 praemee nf Nupuyi ™kura, Ladi
™kura hia wife :md w7y bmthers. Pastor Tukura Madari claimed that
hig grand-“nther was Bis informent, on Kurudu-furape kingskino
instifutiona sr ! the mipration atorie~., Lndi Tu'ura was informntive on
tna Taxtilza, asanuflctarsea and trade rel (tiona in the repinn. The also
idant{t{iod the Ltextiloa, thetr sourcen, «nd alae Ytdentifriad Chneed
marka for me. 1 wan opmortu ed By re~interview thon neparataly, snd

were consistent, 1t ia interesti # to romark here Lunt Praotor Tokura

fs a genins in retoention of peonle'n prnoa, datas and emisodes,

19.61/7S/28-12-9:1; */1/97:

™kura Sab~dn, hushand to my wmother, is about 70 jerrs old. 1 intervi-
ewerd him twice toge*hrer with hiz {riecnd, ‘'anayi non of Wari.i ron of
Baua dso- of Alesn (the foundter ot Moknks), Thay ara {icnermen, hence
their acconnts were mainly on fishing =sni the origin of Broga in
Kurape kingdom,

2.6 1/41/h-4-50}

Late repwui Tdako (Rc'7.) died in 1970 nt the ase of nhont



Lill '

I% y‘m"s. He claimed to have become a christinn convert shout
T8I when the missionaries assumel that he was then shonut X yenrs
old. 1 had earlier 1istm~.13d to his stories irn Y975 during the inat-
allati!on ceremony of the Ua:t of Karu Isheku Bulus. Freeent in this
interview were Padawa Kar who brought me to Yepwui's houise, Smurapei
m’.tcrlizai and two of his palace atterdants. Yepwui was a great

story teller. T™e information I gathered wns mostly on the p;‘e-c;ynutio
relations 1.n the region, Gbagy mythology and culture, Gbagyi wars

with Kltm arld Abuja, ;hc coming of the Whites and Christiant ty,
fanily geneclogies and Chagyi economy.

213 _01/26/24=4=92:

™ie interviev was oumifnd by Hon. Lasarws Zaka Oasza ot his villags
Pyskasa Buja, Zaka Ceza emh vas the spokesman. In attendance

wore l,. Ls2.0asa twuti % yeoars old), Adachasnasaho Dabo about 75
‘Yours ;oia. Banyigyi anqin:n wout TV years eld and Ad: Dabe about

65 yeors 0ld. Their accounts were mairnly on the missionary aetivi-

fies among the CGhagyi, alh raids, Jihadist sctivities in the region,
Gdegyi war strategem, Karu relatioms with the northern and western
setflements and Gbagyi culfural actisites.

22. G1/27/16-10-93:

Non. Zephania Tukura, hui‘;- of Kurape theone, is wiout % years old,
w-lncillor Karu LGA, He o:rgmiaod the interview at Kurape palace

in inal- presence of some r"'um orfficiala. The chiefapokesman was
Maikasuwa Nakako ( sabout PS years old). The interview was madnly

to 'l:l:'if, Kurape k'mglist; which I intended to use in this atudy.

They alse took me to Kurn?o old site on th‘o hill of Kurape. They

again gave me some Memos that are useful to this study. Zephenin

again took me to the king of Karu to collect m ore informetion and
noonilm works on the ki?ngnhip institutions and intergroup relations

in the region. I



CHAPY'LIE  ONE

PR LAND AND MK PHOPLES (M IHE KINGDOMS
O KA, KURAPH AN/ KURUN

= b

l.1 Introduction

This chapter focuses on the location of the kingdoms
of Karu, Kurape and Kurudu, environmental factors and
the peo ez that created the basis for the emergence of
the gstate system. In other words, the environmental
factors of this ares conditioned the settlements an’
economic activities which later influenced the emergence
of the kingdoms that tronscended their earlier distinct
kinship authorities. TIn line with this approach,

J N, Ukwedeh stressed thnt modern historiopraphy empho-—
sizeg the relatienship between natural eavircnment and
the higtorical changeg of a given society, since the
natural environment sighilicantly influences the history
of man,’ S ' ‘

To gerve as the background to the central theme,
it is therefore logical to start the analysis with a
clnse examination of the climate and physical tfeatures

of the area in orler to ltow the ecological context which

shaped socig—economic and inter-ethnic relntions in the

region.

1. Josevh Na'mi Ukwedeh, "Ihe History of Igala to
c.1830 AL, with Special Reference wo the Hise of the
Attab Kingship." Ph.D, Thesin, A.BU., Zaria May, 1987.
P.1 (unpub,) wlee nce JJI, Ukwedoh, "an and Baviretmet:
Jome Theoritical and Hisboriecali Examples." Geography
Department, (and in NIRS) A.8.U. Zaria, 18/5/84.



The cdominant groups in the kingdoms uander study

* wore the Gbagyi (Gweri/Gbari), Gade (Egbe/Gaden-ciki),
Gwandara (Apoi/Gude-ra), Hausa (Ogwe), Bassan~Komo
(Beha) and the Bbira (lgbira/Okpoto), Koro, Yeskwa and
the Fulani (Bololo/Gwi-bei/Ajei . Of these ethnic -
groups, the Ubagyi wore the drm npnt in o1l $he Ling-
doma., The HaséarNkomo and th. sbira were more concen-
troted in the kingdoms of RKurtd and Kurape. The
Gwandare and the Hausa were found mainly in the market
centre: particularly in Xurape and Karu kingdoms.
There was close affinity between the Gade and the
Gwandara., Howaever, to a large extent the kingdoms were
diverse and heterogenenus. FExcept for the nomadic
Fulani, the other groups settled permesnently and

gometimes intermixed.

The Gbagyi seum to have been fhe earliest settle.s of

the kingdoms. However, the proup that joined fhem
later contributed to the growtt of the gettleoments,
enlarged preduction snd broadened the pre-dynastic
administirative unité, leadiige to a more complex state:"
like systen. Thun, Karu, Kurape and Kurudu settlements

emerged as the dominant socio~economic and political

centres, surrounded by subordinate settlements.

Our digcussion will start with the exanination of |
K 4
the location, sives ol the kingioms and the physical -/

environment ip order bto know the extent tha gnvironmentul

opportunities contributed to the emergence ol Karu,

e
- -

..l:“lljua"r.
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Kurapo nnd Xyrudu ag great civilization centres und the

hiotoricnd changey which followed,

1.2 Logcation

Matural barriers consp.cuously conlined the
location oI the kingdoms. The three kingdoms bordered
each other, with Karu to the north, Kurape in the middle
and Kurudu to the south. The Kurudu kingdom was bounded
by river Kokona (also called Gbagana or Kooto - its
pldest names, a tributary of river Benue) in the east and
the gorges running south of Abuja to Abaji. Along
river Keckona, Kurudu kingdom started at Gyinu a few
kilometres eagt of Keff]l and continued down 4o Toto
area the boundary of Opanda kingdom, from where it
protruded lineally south-westward along ihe ravines
termingtiog at Rubochi in Igu. The western boundary
of the kingdoms was demarcaled by the ravines and hills
from Gwargwonda to Kuje. The northern boundary ot Karu
kingdom was demarcated by th~ hills running from Panda
(Yeskwa) to Gunduma and river Antan (the upper part and
tributary of river Kokona} to the east. (See maps 1, 2,

3 and 8).
Phe location of the three kingdoms in terms of

the current local governments and state boundaries can

be seen in Maps 9 and 10, The three kinedoms ol Karu,
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Kurape and Kuradu were situated in the middle of
colonial Nassaruwa Province (see map 9). The kingdom
of Karu covered the eustern part of the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) and thé whdle ot Karu Local Government
Council (LGA), The kingdow of Kurape covered part of
the eastern part ol the MOT, southern part of Karu

LGA, western part ol Keffi LGA and part of the northern
part of Nasgarawg LGA. The kingdom of Kurudu covered
the northern part of Toto LGA and the western part of
Nuassarawa LGC, These areas t'all in Plateaa State (see
Map 10). The contemporary significance of these
kingdoms ia the fact that it influenced the boundary of

pregent day LGAs.

1.3 BSizes

L]

The three kingdoms cover 4 an area located between
latitudes 10.6°E to 10.8°E and Longitudes 10.3°N and
10.5°N (see map I). These kingdoms also covered an
area about 80km from east to v st and about 120knm
from north to south, which was sbout 9,600km?2. Kaiu
and Kurudu were almog® egual i1 size while Kurape was
smaller when compared to any ¢  the %two.

The kingdom of Xarn extendaed to Wushapa near

Zuma in the present FCT in the west, to Lakpma which

is eloao to present dny Yeskwn-Panda, and from Oba in

Karn LGA to Kagbure ip Lhe north. The area covered by

k]

the kingdom of Kurape extended from Dnako in the present
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day Karu LGA to Wuzye/Zakun Sarki in the present day
Nussarawa LGA in the east, and from G'gyigbo/CGirige in
the present day Nessarawa LGA {to Xoya in the present
day Karu LGA in the orth. ¥ rudu kingdom covered the
area from Zokutu in the présert day Tnto LGA t¢ Tamah
which is in {he present day I:ssarawa LGA in the North-

East. (See maps 2 and 3).

It is important to point out here that the sizes of
the kingdoms were not statie, although natural barriers
made the boundaries conspicuous, There were problems
in arriving at the bo—~ders even between the kingdoms
and with their neighbours due to demogfaphic chunges
and socio—political contradictions. Before they
attained their sises in the late 18th century there were
communal clashes and wars caused by the expansionist
attitudes of the rulers of the capital towns, Thus,
the increase in size of the kingdoms could have been
gradugl, OSome of the boundaries in the nlains were demarcated

with walls (Galu®%), li%e the two parallel walls from
Saka in the present day Karu LGA through Gwagwa and
Nahuce, down to the confluence of river Wuzye and
(&hen kagw? a5 FIvEr K wi I"”E-S?
river Uke, some few kilometres NW of Nassarawa. It is
claimed that the walls were built by Kurape kings who

hoped to checl the cavalry of tihe jihadists who raided

the regicn, as well as to control the carravans to

2

Awe and Hausaland,

2. Interview with Dogara son of Tuta son of Tukura
5100 years old) - D,P,T, on 12/2/92, at Achale-Wuzye
known #s Zukun-Sarki).
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:These kingdoms
|

1so planted Aduruku tree

R i ———

by the road to serve ag n borier

L]

posr in the p131n8.‘ The tree wns planted on a neap

1
of gand, ashes, broHen pieces of pots and stones,

A dagger was put ingide the heap. This form of
sometires 3
bourdary waaﬁarrive at after communal clashes,

1.4 Topography

to the composition

I
l
The topography ql this area was very instrumental
&P the sizes o the kingdoms,
|

settlement pnttern,;hhdrolcpy an! the technolosy of

the peoples, |

|
1

!The elevation oﬂ the plains of the kinédoms ol
Karu and Kurnpe is éenernlly higher than those on tre
klngdom o " Karudu, 'The plains around Karu and Kurape
is batween 300 to 6q0m above sea level, and below 300
arqund Kurudu., The elevation rose to 900m above sea
level in the hilly Jraas. (See map 2)., The rocks of
these hills are oldqr granite and is black in colour,
!h%y are mostly schist, iron stone, Gneiss, Bassait,
Trdbhyte, Dolerite (all of them are called Kuta—zhizjc),

Bthitle granite (Wylro—Kuta ) and volcanic bomb

(gqu_G) Some whx}e rocks and quarts could be found

T P

3.. Interviews wlthlnugura T.T. and Kura (Chesnazgholo)
o 6f Telupwui son |of Damdoho - K.C.T.D. - (100 years
'g Y on 12/2/92 at Makuludi (Gidan Kura).
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|

in’pebbles scattereh round the hills and rivers.

These white rocks are Feld spors (Kutarnutx) marble

( ggxe-buylg), phosLhute rock (ash-like atnne) and
muscovite (uhekwoy_LmadublG).4 The hills are of the

|

pre—Cambrjan'age an the period of the formation of .
f

tha hills here belong to the cretaceous period ol =zbout

65- 140" million yea&s aco. This pre-dates human
actlvitlea in the Jentral Njgerian area since the
acﬁivity of earliegt man in this area is only 42,000
yehra old.5 Many Sangoan tools have been found

|

scattered in theuse kingdoms around the streams and

|
thie hills and have been dated to about 40,000 B.C.6

! The western part of the kingdoms is char:cterised

bﬁ the range of hills that start from Zumwa-pe (Zuma
hill) down to the middle of Kurudu kingdom. The
t%pography in the ﬁorthern part of the kingdem of

Karu is the continuation of the Panda hills from '

| i
4; I am grateful to Mr. Mnnasseh Tukura & Geology
Lecturer 5.P.S. Keffi who identified the rocks for

me during the Tield work.

51 P.S, Soper, "The 0ld Stone Age in Nigeria."f
JﬂSN Vol., iii: N002' 1965' pp-175_1940

|
6, T, Shaw, Niperia, Ite Archaeology und Early

H%storx. Hudson, 1978, pp.31-32.
L |




8
Yeakwa country end extending over much of the FCT,
There are isolated hills like Gunduma, Kugbaru,
Selemai, Nyanya, Karu and Ganuwna hills. Local names
and attributes are attached to the hills., BEetween
Kurape and Kurudu are Pe-yaako and Pe-biyi (Ara hills)
which form the border between Kyrape and Kurudu,
Kurupe (Kurape hill) and Zaku-pe (Zaku hill) were in
the middle of Kurape kingdom, with Gyinu hill at the
extreme east. Kurape Plateaus start from Kurape
punctuated with plains until it is joined by Golope

in Kyrudu kinﬁﬁcm.T

Bue to the concentration of lLills at the western
side of the kingdoms, the areas are alsoc characterised
by gorges and patches of forests while the ezstern
part of the kingdoms consists of plains with many paddy
zones as far as river Kokona. As a result, the
general scenery of this region is often described as
"a rolling country ... with occansional thick forest,

particularly in the deep cut ravinea."a

The plateaus in the kingdoms contributed to the
people's world view, their quest for sustenance,

shelter, and way of life generally., Like among the

7. Nuhu Anyido Yerima Poyi, 30 years helped me with

the local names of the hills in Karu kingdom during

a group interview. In the presence of Bitrus Naral
Joe fGince on 12/3/92 - GP/IN/12 = 3-92 - I have

travelled extensively within the area during the field

work,

8, Gunn gnd CGonant, glgpleg of the Mjddle N;gfr
Region, AFRICA. Vol,X. IAl, 1960. p.69. op.cit.



people on the lower Niger-Benue Confluence,9 the
highlands in this region have influenced the historical

daﬁeloyment of the people sinceJhuman hebitation of

the region. The hill settlements, to some extent,
se};ed as natural fortifications and as refuge centres
for the settlements in the plairs, The mountains were
vantage points for locating enemies like the slave
raiders from Hausaland (Agwe-~lubwui-kpma®). The hills

also provided gecret training gruunda.1o It can be

argued that the jihadists based at Abuja, Keffi and
Nagsarawa could not subjugate the kingdoms due to the
iﬁﬁccessibility of the villages on the hills to the
jfﬁadists' cavalry. It is however interesting to note
hefe that most of the hill eettlements in the kingdoms

wagre forced to move to the plains by the colonialists

in' 1920g. "

\; The hills also served as areus for gtone
N

mabufacture ay utensils. And most importuntly, asome

oflthe hills and inselbergs contain iron ore

(Gbekna/Ghakuku/Kukuru”) which influenced the manu-

fagture of iron implements and the subsequent boost in
g," J.N. Ukwedeh, Pn.D. Thesis, 1987, loc.cit.,
pPPe6-9. - :

10. Interview - 0§/DTT/ 12-2-92.

11» Sule Nohommed, “"The Tmpact of the British
Colonial Rule on the Gbagyi 190C-1860: A Study of
Political Change.” M.A. Thesis A.3.0. 1985 (unpuv.).
ppe166-7; NAK 694P/1913 "Nassarawa Province..." by
Merean; Memorandum No.565 dated 20th August 1912, by
Wy Morgan. - . - -



;;griculfuég;-war techniques aﬁd markéting. Iron ore
was mined around Rubochi, Wugsh:ipa, Kugarawyi-Karu

and at Nike, Iron slags are still found in these
places,12 only that they have not heen dated by arche
aeclogy. 1In facet, it was the factor of iron that
enabled the people to have a tremendvms impact on‘
their eavironment, Also, the use of iro: wespons
gnabled them to become militarily formidable, which
had direct impact on the emergence of kingshgp insti-
tution in the ares.

Purthermore, the hiils in this region were natural
reserves of games which were hunted for food and for
exchangye., Besides, the hills contain springs and
ponds, and hence were never alfected by drought.
Fﬁothills and gorges particularly from Eurudu down
tc Rubochi were very fertile and could have bLeen
farmed for several decades without any decline in the

'fagricultural yeilds, Hence, the hills neturally
attracted settlements

3 The hills in thig region were given supernmtural
'éttributes and thought to contain spirits, and to be
better served there. A piece of stone removed from
@ mountain usua'ly symbelised a shrine of fore-fathef-

ppirit (Zakoi-kuta®) - a belief in historical ccn=

tinuity since the hills were the first areas of

12« Group interviews with Ibrahim Tukura Tazhibei the
Puraki of Rubochi (50 yeers old) - GI/1.T.P. - in thae
presence of Alh. Abubakar logo at Marmara; Kura Talupwui
and with Bitrus Narai in 1991,
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gettlements and held to be areas of the emergence

of human existence. It was believed that mountzin-
spirits were nearer the sky which they assumed to be
God - Shekwoyi-patal '> This mesns that the relief,
too, had great influence on the mythology of the
peovle in this region. Their mythology further
influenced cult consultation and relipious ties acroes
the villages and clans which strengthened kingshnip

institutions.

Despite these opportunities around the hills,
the hill gettlements muet huve limited or restricted
expansion and communication in the region. This
might be a major reason why large cities comparable
to those in Hausaland did not develop in thig area
during the period in question. In fact, it was due to
the difficulty of suppressing them that the coloniglists

forced them to the plains. '

13, Shekoyi-patd, or the God of Sky is the Supreme
God of Creation, and believed to be communicating to
people through fore-father-sprits,

14. Sule Mohammed, loc. cit. pp.196-=7. It is very
probable that S. Mohammed wes considering the hill
settlements i:1 this region in the light of Hauszland
cities thnt Gbagyili settlements were assumed "not
normally large" and that they had never been noted for
large population., pp.65-66,
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125 Hydrolopy

. The two most important rivers in the three
kingdoms are river Kokona - tie heme is believed to

have been derived from Gbggan - and river Uke - .

derived its name from Yuzye. They have many streams
ﬁhich take their head water from the plateaus within
ng kingdoms and from Panda hills. River Kekona served
4; the border of the three kingdoms to the east, and
its tributary called Antau (the neme of the stream

is believed to be Gbagyi lamentation ~ unvyi nu tom -

the wanton destruction of nature15) which served as
the border of Karu and Kyrape kingdoms to the east
;ﬁile river Uke ran through the kingdoms, Other
lmportant atreums were Dnako, Dagbadna, Péprladna,
Wuzye, Pmadna and Rafin-Kwara. Most of these streans
take their water heads from Karu hill and run through
Karu and Kurape kingdoms to the west emptying in
river Uke. Wuzhye streams tskes its hegd from |

« Gbagbape and Saka and run through the middle of
Kurape kingdom and empty into river Uke at Tamah about
Q;kilometres north of Nassarawa. There are maﬂf
kaeams that run through the gorges in Kyrudu kingdom,

It is important to stress here that some of the rivers

a 3
al, i

19. Oral tradition reports that the Fulani nmigrants
under the leadersuip of Amedu cane with large cattle
that destroyed many streams and drinking pools, and
resulted in the disaeppearance of the head-waters of
Antau, and was the source of conflict between them angd
the Gbagyi in 1830s to the end of the 19th cent: ry.

! . L o \
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take their names frocm either the earliezt scettlements
in the zrea, or from the flora and faunn. For instance,
River Kokona derived its name from Goaginsn, Uktfg?gsr
from wuz%grgﬁithmpntg Wuza river from VWuza settlement,
Dagbzdna from elephants - meaning river elevhants,
Papaladna - river ants, Shadna - bamboo tree river,
ané 8o on.

Like the hills, the streams aleso influenc.di the
nature ¢! pattern of settlement in the repion. Nost
of the bassa snd Bbira peoples in Kurudu kingoom
lived ty the banks of river Kokona as ihey were mainly
fishermen. The other ethnic groups like the Afo and
Hausa fishermen were attracted into the region. In
fact, Kurudu, Decdo, Gbaganae and other settlements by
the Vbanks developed as fishing settlements. This
also encouraged communal fishing and festivals
(Azufi%).  Again, fishing encoursged crafts as there
was need for various instruments snd tcols for trapping
fish, which in turn encouraged trading.16 The rcle
of fishing in the economy of Kurudu will be highlighted

in chapter two.

1.6 Soils

The soil type had its significance in the history
of the region, especially the nature of the economy

and settlement. A close study reveal that the scil

16. Group interview with - G1/TS & B,
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type in the confluernce area which cover a large part
of the kingdomr oF Kurudu, is made of glluvisl soil
witich 1s sticky and fertile. On the other hzné,

the kingdoms of Karu and Kurape is covered vy sandy
soil. This =0il have been found to be rich in
silica end salt. The upper layer of the laterite
s01l contains much eluminium and iron oxide very
much needea vy living organisms, And the red or
brown loamgs have granite, schist or eand-stcne whick
develop rood humuag for the prowth of plants. There
is also varying propcsition of nitrogen and phosphorus

in the 50113.17 But the paddy zones (Dnapan, Paﬁamaﬁ)

forests, (Kuchi,® Kurmi®), the river banks (Dnzgbel)
and the foot-hills are very much more fertile than
the soils in the flat plains, and could te farmed

lonmer thnan the soils in the flat plains,

The sipnificance of the soil type cun be seen
from the dominant activity - farming - the primery
factor attracting people to the region., The boost
in agriculturel production was related t¢ the
fertility of the soils., Oral accounts report that

some Gwondara and Gade peoples, as well as others,

17. Wall, J.R.D. (ed), Land@ Resources Division of

the British Government ( Central liferia,
roject Tean; Land Resources of Central Niperis
Agr:culture Dev: lopment P ibilities. Vol.)OA,

e « pPp 9-10; Pritchard,
J.J, Africa: A Study Geography. 1973, p.37.




moved tc the area primarily to fa:m.18

It is
interesting to no%e here that farming in this region
is of great antiguity. The ethnobotmnical and
archoeological findings suggest that farming date

back to 3,000 BP, and that the cultural styles of the
figurines have striking gimilarities with the hair

and 4dressing styles of the present inhabitants.

This seem to suggest that there was cultural continuity

in this region.19

? Despite this long peried of farming in our region,

some scholars like J.M, Pritchard and D.J. Clark, to
mention few, argued that the soils in this region are
no} as fertile ag the seils in the forest and sshel
. belts. Pritchard concluded that the tropical soils
were generally poor, and speeifically stressed that
the "Middle Belt of West Africa lying approximately
batﬁeen latitudes 7.5%0 and 10°N, is w poor area in

20 J.,D, Clark over-

so0ils and natural resoulrces.”
whelmingly claimed that the whole "African continent

"was ill situated for cultivators" and “agriculture

1%e I.T. Tukura, "Brief Legend of Traditions of
Migrations of Gbagyi FPeople," Paper presented in
1987. p.2; NAK 3148, 1932 "General Notes on the
Gwari Tribe, Keffi Emirate." by Smallwood,

19, Desmond J. Clark, "The Pre-historic Ori-gin of
APrican Culture." in MacBwan, P.J.M, (ed), Africa
from the Barlieat time to 1800, 1960, p.19.

20, Pritchard, loe, cit,1.ht
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did not ~ocsses “ere the rieh potentialit:ies snat
belonged to it in other regions.® This BEuracentris
specualation led to the conclusion that zuen nlight
of Africa was the cause of its poor agricul+taral

21

method and scanty porulation. Gunn and Conant

gnecificully emphasized, that the Gbagyi were noted
for poor farming method which consequented poor

harvest.z?

21. Desmond J. Clark, "The Pre-historic Origin of
Africen culture." in KecEwan, log.cit. pe19, Similar
argument can be {found in Agboola, "Some factors of
Pepulation Distribution in the Middle Belt: The
Basis for its Geographical Unity." in Nigerian
Geogravhical Journal, Vol.4:1, 1961, pp.h1-40,

22. Gunn and Cc.iant, p.90. It is not easy to persuade
any body that the Gbaryi in particular have poor
farming method. They rather seem to be one of the
most advanced farmers in Africa.

The basis for their conclusion that our region heas
poor scil, voor harvest and scanty population was not
given, Their conclusion did not come from any
comperative study of the soils, types of crops farmed
in the regions, duration of tendering crops, out-put
fer hecter without the use of fertilizers, farming
netruments and methods, etc, from which a scientilic
assessment of the extent of the fertility of the soils
can be made. To assess the fertility of the soils in
terms of population density alone is not coanvincing.
This is not however to deny the fact that some patches
of our region hgve fertility limitation and could be
exhausted after few years of farming. Since farming
has consicstently been going on for centuries in our
region it has grown weaker than the regions not been
farmed for sc long. What seems to me most probably
ig that the efficient utiligzation of the natural
rescurces by the people in this region had great ecolc-
gical impact. PFarming is high level of sedentary and
ggrarian life characterised by great interaction of
man with nature which impacts like gradual loss of the
fertility of the soils and so on is contended with.
Whether a comperative low concentration of population
in bwis area of study is a result of 'poor scil' in the
region, it has not yet been scientifically proved by
any one scholar, The more probable factors responsible
for spatiel population in our area will be highlighted
in the follewing discussion,
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Some scholars like C. Wringley dismigsed such
speculations, and argued that the tropics iz neither
desert nor jungle but savannah with easily worked
soils and rapid vegetation growths which provide a
more suitable agricultural environment than the arid
sub-tropics or the cold dark forest of the temperate
zone.23 Thiao is true because a recent study of this
region by J.A. Ohiare reveal that the region grows
more crops than the other belts of Nigeria =nd most
suitable for agriculture than the forest or sahel
belts, and the recent agricultural research and
demonstration in this area has proved that this area
is one of the best zones for Nigerian potential
extensive and large scale agricultursal investment.24

However, the fast exhaustion of scil nutrients
had its significance in the historical demography of
the area. Whenever farms around settlements became
increasingly exhausted and were characterised by
quick growth of weeds and strigers ant subseguent poor
yeild, the people abandoned such settlements for virgin

lands nearby. It is therefore not surprising that

23, Christopher Wringley, "“Speculations on the
Beconomic Pre-history of Africa." in NacBwen, passim,
p.68.

24, Joseph Aliyu Ohiare, "The Kingdoms of Igu and
Opanda, c.1700-1939: A Study in Intergroup Relationc."”
Ph.D. Thesis ABU 1988 (Unpub.), pp.429-432.
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the Gbayyi were rencerally orpanised in scattered
settlements or hamlets.25

As a result of this problem of the 5ecline in
the productivity of the soil type, the Gbagyi developed
jechniques and science of coping with the gituation,
The people learned that crops that need heavy nutrients
aid the deterioration of the land due to over-cropping.
Hence they adopted the method of inter-cropping that
involved living wide geps, and planting different
types of crops on the plot after a year or two. The
other methods used to check quick deteriorietion of
the land included the non-planting of crops that need
heavy nutrients like yams (dioscorea rotundata,
dioscorea cayenensis, digscorea alata), ruinea-corn
(sorghum bicolor), maize (zea mays) and others. Thus,

they planted crops that perform well in the poor land
like millets (pennisetium typhoids), hungry rice
(fonio), Beni-seed (Anuhu®, gig;"), cotton (gossypium
8sp, ceba pendatra) beans (phasseoulus ssp), ground-
nuts {(arachis hypogaeoe), lotus, green-leaf (desmodium

intortum), Aleyafol! (amarenthus hybridus), pepper
(panicum whitie) and others. In addition, Fulani

herders were often asked to camp on a plot so that ihe

cow dungs could rejuvinate the 1and.26

25, Interviews with Zozyiwo Finabui, Galadima Anyidakuz
in the presence of the Chief of Tamah Osu Awuba
Anyidntuzo and his palace attendants 30/12/91 - G1/GAT,

26, Irterviews with Aruwa Maishanu Dadai (€0 years old)
at Lamingz in 1991-2. I am grateful to Jonatien Gade a
Veteri nary Doctor with NAPRI ABU who @elgeu me with _
gsome Lotanical names. Also the hotanlcf; VBRI S ErE in
B.C, A =ni1 ana N, lizamane, CcFmon Scicntilic lames
of Fo. . Plants. NAPRT 988, )
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1.7 Climate

The climate of the area was also instrumertel in
the history of the peoples of these kingdoms, it
therefore deserves a close examination, The climate
is influenced by wind pressure and air masses that
dring about rainy and dry seasons. The N,B. Tropicnl
Continental air-mass come from the Sahara desert in
Cctober to May. It is dry and brings harmattan
(Bgel: Qg;iﬂ) and the dry season Mikegye”: Kakall).
Prom April to November the wind pressure reverses and
comes with the SW Tropical MNaritime air mass across
the Atlantic that is warm and wet. This air brings
rain. The annual rainfall of this region is 10Ccm in
Karu and 200cm in Kyrudu., Oral accounts have shown
that the quantsty of rain-fall in the area has gone
down as the formerly paddy and marshy areas that were
not farmed just 50 years ago are now been farmed,
Small streams that uced to feed river Wuzye znd Anteu
have disappeared.27 The surface teaperature of the
area ranres between 30° to 35°C but with varying
degree from dry to rainy season. The hottest months
are March, April, Nay and October,

The climatic condition of this region significantly
‘influenced the way ol life of the peoples of the are=s.
Pirstly, they developed the concept of time from what

they fec! nnd see, Henre the year is divided into

27. Interviews with Aruwa Maishanu; end with Kuchelo
Maitoro (75 years old) in 1920, at I\'amara{,cxim/as_a-ggg
Al

\
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four seasons - the dry season (tikegxec) and the

fainy season (Vniiko) with their transition periocd of
summer (Wyepe-sa) in April end Nay, and ﬁinter (se-sa)
from November to February. The two major seasons — wet
and dry - naturally condition distinct activities.

The wet season is the busiest time of the vesr lbecause

farming is the dominant activity. Farming in these

)

kingdoms shall be highlighted in chapter two. The

dry season, too, is the period for preparing seedlings,

|
‘elearing new farme, building new huts, hvnting,

fishing end the time for crafts and marketing (mariets
prosper most during the dry season as fthere are

harvested crops to be sold). Hunting and fishing

increase consumptien of proteins which in turn

contribute to improved health nand procreation. The

dry season is also the beat time for recreation,

festivities and ceremonies especially when been

influenced by good harvests and general health and

:peace of the whole society. In fact, these activities

compliment arriculture which contribute to their

integrated nature of their economies and in turn

sedentary life.28 | |
Furthermore, the climate of this region gfeatly

influenced the flora and fauna which is the subject

of discussion in the next section.

28, Tbid,
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1.6 Vepretation

The "lora of thiu region iz greatly in”luenced by
the clim-te and partly by hum:n activiti:s. Plora
has important implication since it influenced mon and
his history over time, The flora of this rezion
was closely linked with development of early settlements
based on what coulé be exploited for shelter, medicine

and edibles.

The dominant vesetation of this region is guinea
savannah., The vegetation type is characterised by
tall grass with scattered trees and bushes (compared
to the thick covered trees of the forest 1elt scuth
of the kinsdoms, or the lightly covered upper sahel
region)?g However, it is important to notie here that
the scencry of the vegetation ia not unitora when one
travells throush the kingdoms. There are patches of
forests or virgin londs (Kuchi®) in the western pers

of Keru kiagceom and in the southern part of Kurudu

: <3
kingdom. There are nlso open grassiands {okni™)

G

some of wihich were left as fallow (Afabwa there

;
are narrow paddy or mm:shy lines (Dnapa) some of

which were Tarmed, OSome forests and old sefttlement
areas were believed to contain spirits =n4d hence not

farmed.30

29, J.,J, Walls, loc, cit. pp.9-10; Ilceje !.F.
A New Geography of Nigeria p.77.

30, HY/AM/14-4-92; oy /e /1980, _ }

lhe practice ol uec.uring some
forest land e2 taboo areas was also common anony the
legala. See Ukwedeh, Py thesis, p.102,

1
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The combination of trees and tall grasses nuke
the rerion look like parkland., This vepetation
type 13 also & recull of muny years of human
activities - farming, bush burning, tree cutting,
etc, and the natural attempts by the plants to -
rejuvinate or survive the climatic environment by
developing long roots, thick backs and shrde leaves

3

during cdry season. The commonest trees in this
region are gggxia) (believed to contain spiritual
powers thus t! 2y are not used for cooking); Agyagzac
(Mahogany),(afzeliaquanzensis), like iroko and Vadscil
is also taken to be spiritual tree; Daburahei?

DngxifDurumiH -~ (ficus polita) the biggest of the

tree type in the region; Baobab (KwayiG: KukaF) -
Adansonia Digitata, Kalgghnxi“/ﬁaure” (Ficus Sycomorus),

Gbagba/Baushe (Terminalia avicennioides), Gbaayi/
Chediya (ficus thonningii), Ashi/Bogogyeyi®
Ciginyall (Phoenix dactylifera), Jiyi/Minya (vitex
doniang), Gbaayibeyi/Gemii (ficus platyfila),
Lagbayi/Gaude (gardenia erubescens), Gbankopi
Gwandendaji, shea-butter tree (Kwoi/Kadanya) -

butyrospermum paradoxum, Myimyi/Kokiya (strychnos

31. Iloaje' 100. Citcg po??
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spinosa), Jerui/Lerun—tsami (carissa edulis),
Kutugbelayi/f'edacin padama (khaya penegalensis),

Naknayi A arke (anoseissus Ieicrpus), palm tree -

Znuyi/Kwara (elucis guineensis), Rimi (Cebu Pendatra),

thorn tree - Knawyi buyi (balanites aegyptisaca),
Legelege gogalla.ggpdiﬁ (molinga oreifera), etc, ete.32

The people of this region were quite resourceful
and effective in the utilization of what the environment
offered. Wocd : ong these people was for fuel,
craft and shelter. And some leaves were used for
various purposes like food, medicine, poison end
colouring. The grasses on the other hand were used
for many purposes, i.e. prazing, thetching, straw
weaving, hedge-makinge and ropes, These various
activities particularly craft manufacture stimulated
both the regional and inter-regional traies.33 This

will be examined subsequently.

32, J.C, Sciortino, "Notes on Nassarawa Province"
19th Dec., 1919. In Gazetteers of Northern Provinces
1920. p.3. The hotanicai names are alco in Agishi
and Ngamane, loc. cit.

33, Gunn and Conant, loc, cit., pp.99{if.
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Furtieroore, the veretat on harnoured sever-l

anisale whiech tie poople hunted, tHuntic) l=ves sn
import:at role ia whe histery of the arec und thisz
will be exasined anlgeqitently, The elimet » arncidior
anG the v -etatio. avoured tihe previlerce of some

digeusice wulch haa serious imvlication fo:r the realtn
of the »eorle, Sone of the vectors found in ke
kingdoms are mosguitors, tsetse-flies, house flies,
lice, ceckrcaches, ants, bed-bucks, rats arnd jiigzer.
The more dreacec ciseases ol this area nre river-
blinéness, malaria, juinea-worm, hook-worn, arobias,
yellow-{ever, isandice, gastro-utorratties, mezsleg,
catarrh, tukerculesis, pneumonia, ring-wcrm, scables,
small-pox, cerebrc-cpinal meregitis, filsriacs s,
sleepin; sickneus, veneral diseases, trypznosociesis
and bilhaziasis, Other dresled disenses identified
: . 34

in the aren are leprosy an¢ anaemia/scycle cell.”

These diseases have directly influernced settlement
pattern, science of medicine and mytholory. 1In tne
olden days, Gbagyi people often change settlemenis
whenever there was =an outbreask of un endenic or

epidemic. For instunce, wirenever 2 or 3 adulis in an

34. Thurstan Sanw, Nigeria, I1ts Archaeclory and
Barly !History. p.2§?_ﬁroup interviews with Asibi
KEEE&Fﬁltjﬁ'ﬁears) a nurse G1/AB/30-12-91; Tukura
Sabeda (65 yeara); Bomayi Wakili (35 years) -

G1/TS/IW/5-1-92; and with Pastor Damishi Dalo - ndp/
30/12/91.
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hamlet aied within a week, the Gbapyi often condemn
the site on the ground that it had evil spnirits,
1t was assumed that an enemy brought evil to the
settlement. Tt wns therefore common that tie cnuses
of' the di1senses were myastified and snitd to be cruded
by evil spirits, animals, bad omen, curse, enemies,
witches, wiza ds and insatiable fore-father-spirits,
Some diseanses that were peculiar with some families
such as scycle cell, mental disorder, prcblem of
“hearing, hernia, and sc on, were believed to be a
result of curse. Some Cbagyi, Bassa and Gade people,
like those around Diko, often ask elders to finé out
from sooth-sayers and herbalists the cause of illness
and cure fc.o their afflicted member. And since these
groups believed in witchcraft, the accused suffered
capital punishment.35
Thus, the prevalence of diseases in this
region significantly influenced the settlement
pattern and mythology of the peoples. 3Since they
believed that disease and sicknesses were sometimes
some form of punishment, people were warned to stop
doinz evil in order to avoid sickness. Diseases
also influenced the evolution of cults and shrines
which were seen as providing security for their
adherents., The consultation of cults brou-ht about
35. 1shaku Baraje Diko, W%_rﬁ”
Ebenezer Graphic Printers Kaduna, n.,d p.25, Na'ibi
and Hassan, Gwari, Gade and Koro Tribes, Ibadar "niv.

Preas. 1969, pp.10-11: and .1/ 'u/14-4-92; GI/¥M/3-7-8%;
& GI/NT/26-12-97,
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culturyl integration between various etraic groups,
which “urther influenced an: ctrengthened centrzliseé
2thaori ties ¢ the tingdoms,

Bagy venetration is another important fncter which
influencaed the digpersed nature of the settlements,

It has been shown thnt the veretational cover in the
repion is much easier to pencetrate than the forest
belt. This might have encouraged peoples Lo change
sites at the slirhtest opportunity. PFor instance,
the Gbaryi were constantly on the move wit'.in the
boundari as of tne kinpdoms in search of more fertile
lands,

It is important to stress here that the vegetational
cover of the kingdonms encouraged the scattered type
ol settlemants which significantly influenced the
coming of new groups. The dispersed nature of the
earliest inhabitants = the Gbagyi - enabled new groups
like the Bassn, Gnde, Bbira :nd the Minga to peretrnte
the arca :md to be intermingled within them, Henee,
the region was heterogeneous. This development had
serious political, social and economic implication
for the history of the region. PFor instance, the
kingship institution then evolved as the lineage
chiefs of Karu, Kurape and Kurudu extended their
anthorities over peonles of uiveﬁse origins., The

coming of these immigrant groups with specialised
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econﬁmic wctivities further boested the economy of

the kingdoms, The Bbira for instance becare the
middlemen supplying Gbagyi with goods which care
through Niger and Benue rivers trade in exchanpe for
several Gbagyi produce like erafts and fosd items.36
And in Karu and Kurape kingdoms, the Gwandars troders
were the dominnnt middiemen in the trading ngtworks
that developed there, Huge revenue was defived in

the taxes charged in the trading systems that develomned

|1 and from gifts and fees paid for the use of farmlends.-

| 1.9 Faung

The whole region is like a game reserve. The
comnonest fauna in the region are rabits (fun[ikos),l
monkeys (Abe), gorillas (Akna), baboons {gogo),

- wart-hog (Ogyi); wild cat/lynx (pigyi), hill dog
(snuwyi), fox (tumise), squirrel {gbednu), rat (oku),
mouse {powyi), pocuvine (pai), hedpe~hop (shnife),
grass cutter (Qggg),lwolve (chamcham), and antelop
(gada). The animals that were once in the region

but are no more seen are hyena (gbisi), elephant

36, Ohiave, pp.188-9; Sule lohammed, p.81; .
Interview with Zhnignamyi Bosnaje Nyidenyi (ZEN) cn
2/1/92 at Marmara. :

37. NAK 3148, "Notieus on the Gwari," 1932 by .
Smallwood, p.2; Interview with Paator Tuku;a Vadaki «
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(Dagbn), reindeer (eyn), miraite (o dna), Zebra

(odnu~-saeda), lion {gaba), tipger (nakpmi), jacua
(chamcham) , bufello (clo), and so on. Scme of the

water animals still found in Kurudu kingdom are

hippoputamus (eya-nuwnanva), crocodile (ewyi) an8

80 on. Snakes and birds of various kinds are in the

kingdoms.JS

Oral tradition and folktales claim that some of
the big animals like elephant and lion were in

ebundance in the area during the period in question

"iuntil the introduction of guns. It is again reported

ljhat dogs (omwui) and horses (doko) were hunted in

s
.the foothills of Karu and Kurape.39

.l
1 Some aspects of the fauna were important to the

histery and culture of the peoples of ihese kingdomse,
This explained the tradition of hunting among the
peoples of this regiocn, and the complex methods of
trapping animals and fishes, and the totemic relations
which were the background to political relstions that
later evolved, Also significant to our wnderstanding
of the peopling of the region is the role of hunting,

Most of the settlements in this region claim to have

'38, Sciortino, Notes on Nassarawa Province, loc.,cit,.,
pp.2-4; interviews with Aruwa Maishanu; and G1/I5 & BW
29-~-12-91.

39, Various interviews with Daso Waishanu, Kande
Maishanu, Aruwa, Nuchelo, Bozyiwo, Nupuyi in 1991=-
1992; also see J,A., Shekwo, Gbapyi Folktales and Fyths.
Vol.,l. Gaskiya Corp. 1384. L

f
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hect “fg~nrln Ly hunters, and the icoue of the

udJUQineuL of hnunddrfon ol the politien wog prently
influercel by the Fauna andg hunting zernez, Similarly,
the is=ue ol Tishing along the major rivers wes
significant tc the vise and size of Kurudu kingdom

in particualar. These azpart, the faunz attracted

new greups like the Hansa~Gwrandara who were professions
hunters intoe the area, In ctort, the fauna influenced

econeomi e acvivities and inter~group relantions in

ok

: ¢ . . . .
the klnyﬂoms.q This will ve discusged in greaier
detail in chapter two under the discussion on tn
pre-dynastic economy of these kingdoms.

1. 10 Demogrnphy.and Bthnic Gebﬁrnnhy

The size of the populationsjn these kingdoms can
be infered from the earliest available c¢clonisl
population data and from the settlements., It is
important to draﬁ éttention to the faet thuzt cclonizl
cenguses were not censistent and suffered from lack
of adequate skill and apparatus for efficient
exerciae, Hence censug fipnhés ﬁsed here were mere
estimates, In *he first place, therc were many
gsettlements noe visited by the census oificials

|
nor known even by 1960, for which relialle figures

40. Creoup interview with Zaka Gaza {90 yenrs old)
at Pyukasa FCT on 24/4/92, in the presence of Ada
Admehasnozabe and the elders of the tows - (1/24C
and with Habu Shekoshawye, Galemdima Anyicekuzo, anc
Dognrn ™o on various davs.

\



el be  ven, JSeconidly, our repgica is s0 reterc, rcneous
ree o maorabiong sl inter-tribol marryeeen Yhet it
was unwise Lo convact censuses on tribel bascis,

Apart frop the fact tant the officinls thit conciucted
the cencsuses were messenrers nnd local chniefs who

did not have af-nuate training; the pecplze were zlso

not mob:lised to turn out fur the exercise. Apain,
here were no rords for easy accessibility to hnnmlets
~nd nomnds who move i'rom one urea to another., Further-

more, it is interesiins to note that District Hends

and Villare Heands gave low fifures so theat they nmignt
embezzle taxes unnoticed, ané to aveild Leavy repression
since censuses were believed to be contcucted to inssess
taxes and forcea labour, Beasides, the Ghapyl are

known For their plan of not allewing thelr nelghbourg
to know their strength especially in terrs of perpula-
tion for security reascens. Hence they ic not readily

; o . 41
release *the corrent “irure of their memueora,

41, Various interviews with Aruwa Vaisasnu, 1.7,
Tukurns, Padawa and Dogara., These oral testimenics
have skriking consensus with written critique of
colonial census. R, Yensell I'rothero, "Post-war
West African Censuses,”" using R.R. Xuchynski,
Demogranhic Survey of British Colonial Empires
West Africa, ondon 1946. in X arbour & R,L.,
Prothero, Esgsay on Afric Population, Loncon, R.<¥KP

196 1, p.?.,orl*ique that %Ea demofraphic data for

British est African colonies prior teo the seccnd world
wer "wos unsatisfactory, it was often fragmentery and
incorplete, based on assessment rather thin on
enumerat:on and with inevitable discrepancies and
inaccurscies resnltiiag from iie netloed, and circunstances
of compilation,"

r
N ot o
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As . result of these problems, there are
ceonflictins fi,ures on the popalation of the ares
in our sources. or instanece, the fipures siven in
the woriks of C. Temrnle, J,0, Ballard and Gunn zrd
Conant, sometimes conflict with the Tirures given in
the works of Sciortino and Daryll Forde.42 Tr.ese
reports reveal that the estimated population of the
whole of Naasarawa Province incluéiag Lafin, Axwonras
Abujn an: our three kingdoms by the bupinaing of the
20th century was 267,140, The population was tased
on ethnic groups 2ud not according to tovas or
occupntional groups. The population figures were
therefore simply etiinic and there were abtout 40
ethnic /roups in the Province.43 (See Appendix I).

Anc bioed on the gevtlement puttern, one con argue that
the povuls-tion was mos.ly concentrated by the btanks
of river Benue - in Isu, Opanda, Kurudu and Tafia

areas.

42, 0. Tenmple, Notes on the Tribes of Provinces,
Buirates =nd States of Northern Provinces of ljreria,
London, 1222, pp.1, 4, 41, 108, 120,155,238,320 & 374;
J, D, Ballard, Historical Inferences from the Linfuigtic
Geogruvhy of the lijddle Delt. AFPRICA. Vol ALi: 4 1571,
T41 Loncon, p.238; Gunn and Conant, Peoples of tle
Middle Niprer Region, AFRICA. Vol.X, TAL, 1960, p.c7;
Sciortino, "lotes on Nass Province, 1916" in Kirk-Green
(ed.) Gnazetteers of Northern Provinces of lljgeria 1920
Loncon, 1920, p.25; Forde, C.U, (eds.) Peo &es 0f tne
Viger-Denue Confluence: Ethnographic Survey of vest
Africz fart X, Lonion LAL, 1970, p.o6. Some notes on
these sources have been given in the Preface,

43, Sciortino, loc. cit, pecYe



in orier tc clearly brin:s out the rrizbdlem of
inacecuracy in the census fiyares we will present she
figures n3 given by our gourczes, by 13119 tne various
ethnic grouvs in our area of study hzd tae follewing
population: The Afo numbered 9,575 (Forte reccraed
4,430)44 and constituted about 1,7% of the whole
province, They are concentrated in Afcland/hills
which is the area that borcer Kurudu kinsdom in the
east, The Afo fishermen usunlly croas over into
Kurudu kingdom to {1sh and trude.45 The Apatu who
also lived among the Afo had a population of 1,370
(Temnle recorded 1,5:0)46 which constituted of crly
0.5% of the total population of the Previsce, and %
of that of Kuru'a kirgdom. The Agatu also live: =10ong
the Bassa and crossed into kurudu kinpgdom to hunt,

&7

fish nn¢ trade, Larye number ol the Apatu live”
in the kingdom of (Cpanda to the scuth of Kurudu
kingdom. The populztion of the Bassa was 25,000
(Temple recorded 4?,400)48 which constituted 3,50

of the vopulation of the Province, G% of these f:igure

44, Ternle, P.I., Fordes, p.50.

45. lInterviews with Znignawyi beasnaje lyicanyil
(100 years old) at Marmara on 29/12/91 mad witi
Zozyiwo and Pastor Dalo on various days.

46, Scirtino, p.2> and Temple p.4.

47, See footnote 45,
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lived in Kurage kinrdom, 20% in Kurudu kingéom
while anout 70% lived in Igu and Openda aregs ant
in their kinpdom of Tkﬁreku.49 The populatiorn nf the
Gade was 8,394 (Teuple recor.ed 8,800)50 wnich was
1.6%8 ol the totnl population of the Province, They
comprised about 5% of the total population of Kurape
kingdom, znd about 10% of the population of Kurudu
kingdom., A large number of the Gade lived in Gwargwade

Abuja nrea.b1

Also, the populution of the Gbagyi in the
Province by 1919 was 68,730 (Temple recorded 70,000)52
which was the largest and nbout 26% of the totel
population in the Province. They comprised avout
70% of ¥aru kingdom: 70% of Kurape kingdom and 56
of Kurdu kingdem. The populaticn of the Gwandara
was 7,883 (Temple's record is 4,128) which is 2.9%
of the Province, 10% of Kurape kingdom, 10% ~f Kara
kingdom and 3% of Kurudu kingdom, A larger number
of the Gwandara lived in Garaku and Yeakwaland.53
There were 15,956 Fulani in the whole Province,

They constituted 2f of Karu kingdom, nnd 25 of Vi

kingdom, It would seem that the Pulani prefered to

49, See footrote 45.
90, Sciertinc, p.25, and Temple,

51 Various interviews with Naikasuwa Nzksko, Bako
Sarkin Pada, and proup interviews with Alhessen Garba
and Shenu Akawa - C1/AG2/SA/3-1-02,

52, Sciortino, p.29¢ Temple, p.120.

(S | ol ambdinne Meaninlan » 110



live in thre uﬁper parts of the Province, in afeas
such az Jena'a, Lafia and Yeskwa, because it had
lower rainfall wnich was conducive for iheir ca‘ctle.s‘1r
On the other hand there were 13,149 Hausa speakers
in tae Province which constituted about 55 of the
total population of the Province, and about 3% of the
population of the 3 kingdoms.55 There were also =zbout
4,728 (Sciortino recorded 3,930)°° Bbira reople in
the Provirce, who constituted 1.4% of the tose
population of the Province, and found in Kurudu
kingdom only. Theg were about 10% of Kurud.. kingdom.
The other groups were the Yeskwa, the Kore wnd the
Nupe who constituted 5% of Karu kingdom, 1% of Kurape
and 4% of Kurudu reapectively.5'7 Thus one can see |
that the area was heterogenous and consisting of

various ethnic groups.

In 4he course of our discussion we nnted that

each tribe was concentrated in particular kingdoms

and this was the situation up to the eve of colonial

conguest.

It is clear from the foregoing that the three
kingdors were the main centres of Gbagyl speaking
people whe border to ihe east ol Nassarawa Province,

The Gbaryi in these kingdoms had cultural and biclogica

[T

B4, Sciortino; nand interviews with Naishanu Jarmai,

E%, Sciortino,

56, Ipid.; Temple, p.115

‘Y7, Various interviews with David Efunnf'Chairman,_
1

: Lur 1rm
¥nru 10enl Goverrnent Council, and with Eitrus baral.

i )
3
L]
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ties w' ih ine Gbagyi in Kyta and with other groups

in WifFer Province. Colenial records gsrow that the
Gbapgyi live pezcefully with their neipghbours - notably
tte Gude, ¥biru, Bassn, Gwandara, Koro, Yeskwa end

the Houen pecoples, Thiz has been corrohorated by oral
trzditions cellected by Tukura I.T.Sa i
vius aren of studly were culturnlly close te the knzsa,
Gade, Gwandara, Yeskwsz and Ebira, While <ti.e Gade
and the Gwardara were regarded as one ethnic group
and were called APOT. The Huusa in the area were

of diverse origins., 3Some people were zimply refered
to as Hausa because they were muslims and mainly
trandera, craftmen and butchers who lived in separczte
quarters. Some indigenes who beceme muslims moved

tc settie with the Hnusa.sg

There were also Fulanis who were also muslims
irn the repicn, These were however divided ir to
several clmng namely: the Agologoje, Tintimawa,

Yugwemawa, Ajei and Agwebei. These were local numes,

and the gsettled Fulani of Dangi clan were called

Agwebei, while the rest wandering Palani were c=lled

58, Gunn and Conari, p.8%5; NAK 3148 p.2; Tukura, F.I.
and Ohiare, pp.79-119,

59, Various interviews with Padawa, Dogara enc

Tukura Vadaki., The practice of muslim convertis moving
to Hausa settlements still goee on as they feel that
doing so brings prestise, In fact, muslims in &hs
area feel thet they are a superior class to the psgan
and christian groups,
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Bololo. They were mainly foundé in Karu and Kurucu
kingdomg, and would retreat northwards to avoid heavy
rains in the region.

Althouph our informants insisted that the
settlement pattern of the repgion was to some extent
on tribal and clan bases and that some villages were
exclusively clan settlements, it is difficult to
draw a map on the basis of clan differentiation of
the three kingdoms. The pattern of settlement did
not support differentiation along clan basis rather
it was heterogenuous, This was due to frequent
migration of the peonles, the practice of adopting
totemic symbols from neighbouring clans and tribes,
:inter-marriages across tribes and clans, socio-
economic¢ and political ties. In fact, it was common
among the Gbagyi not to marry within same totemic
group or clan, and one was allowed to identify

himsell with either Oda-Be/Anyitnu-Be (Patrilineal

clan) or with Yabwa (matrilineal clan) .50

The question of population and settlement pattern
in the area is an issue that has attracted debate
among scholara, This is the fact that the region
ijs scantly populated as compared to those to its north

and south, Comparing the demographic data of

60. Various interviews with Zaka Gaza, Kura Talupwui,
Zozyiwo, Habu Shekoshawye, Adogo Bezawu, Galadima
Anyidakuzo, Kande Maishanu and Dogara Tuta in 1991/92.
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Nigeriu, particularly the 1952/5%3 census, it is
glarins that ti: 2 liddle Belt which inclule our area
of study is the least populated.61 T. Birgel for
instance, in his study suprested that this charszscteri-
stic low pooulation of the region, does rot seeu
cller tl.zn 300 years ago. Ilis sujgestions are bused
on arch:..-eolojical findings which reveal that thLe
Middle 5elt of lijreria was one of the earliest farting
zone, from where the NOK culture evolved, flourisned
and sprend to neiphbouring pnrts of Nigerian area.
He sugrested that this spread of culture in tura
lead to the spread of peoples in the region. Thus
he argucd that the present relatively nno abgolutely
sparse nopulation of the area today does not corre-
spond to the fact that this is an area which had
some of the earliest and most wide-spread settlements,
relative to other parts of the world.62 e shall
discuss sume of the existing explanations on che
gpatinl population of our aren of study in the
preceeding chapters,

Furthermore, scme geographers have supggested

that nre-18th century Niger-Benue Confluence area

had similar structural arransements of human

61. Census of Nigeria 1%52(2&. The Government
Statistician, Lagos, 1953.

672, Thomas Pingel, "listoricnl Demography of
Nigerian Middle Belt A.D, 1400-1900: An Bxplanation
of the Role of Historical an! Environmental Factors
in Shaping the Population ot lliger Province," ¥h.D,
Thesis A.B.U. Zaria 1991, pp.24-62 (unpubl.).
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napltuL.on. Anu as nighlirhted earliicr,

e
organization anc¢ lay-cut of the gettlements in *ne
xinpdom:s was urffected by seversl factors wiieh
include: topography, flora, fauna, water supply,
diseases, soil type, economic practice anc relirious
beliers, 11 was also mentioned that some of the
settlements derived Ltheir n:ames from some of thegse

reorraphicnl festures,

It 1s 1mportant to note here that there ere
several pre=18th century villages in Kurudu kingdom
that are now extinct, These included Nyigbale (zn
iron ore mining villere), Gbisibmi, Takpanuwna,
Tameh (0ld), Snita, Pechishi, Z2yibwuipgns, Goarba,
vegede, Babara, Gyagba, Gbagara, and otrhers, Nost
of these villageas were by the western sice of river
Kokona. And from the Kurape kingdom the follewing
are now extinct: Shacipi, Giden Bassa/Aleasa, Gyinu,
Dotoo, Pebiyi, Alubwo, Kuseci and Gbesepi.64

Some of the existing oldest settlements in

(113

Kurudu kingdom are Kooto, Dodo, Gora, ‘“uzyegnu,

Kurudu, Tuluwa, Ara, Peseli, lana, Danyisra, Vacei,

63. J.A. Gana, "Rural Settlement." in J.S. Oguntoyinbo,
0. Areola and N, Filani (eds), A Geography of

Nigerian Development, Nig. 1978, p.138.

64, Various group interviews with Adogo Dezawu

(G1/AB 20-12-91) in the presence of Pastor Sunany

Agwai, Asibi Kpakuru, and Asibi Yitoto, and with

D. Damasniri Vamishi D,D.D.; Zozyiwo Z.F.D., G1/IN,
and Aruwe 'aishanu,
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Dojyon-Dulue, Naknuse, Gudun-Kurya, Hupn, Gedewuce,
Nyuwnu, Luku, Zokutu, Kulo, Itubochi, Yuw&%u, Gova
and oiliers. The following on the other hund were
some ol the oldest villougen in ¥nrape kingdom: Bakine—
Wuze, Keleyi (Karshi), ayayita, Zyiipe, Kpatalumg,
Galukokninyn, Hegyewopve, Roguwn, Peza, shadnagnu,
Rafin-Kwara, Babaru, Koyn, Zaku (Gudo), Zubutu (Tukpa),
Wuzye, Dnako, Nahuce, Bokoko, CGigyigbo, Uke and
others. And the oldent from Xaru kingdom were Wushapa,
Warn, Vel (Gorki), Kabuoe, Lugbe, Kuchidna, Znunwa,
néokoru, Kugbaru, Kapn, Chukwa, Gurku, Shiipe,
Gboradna, Dagbadnn, Lakpma, Luvu, Jonkanwa, Jewnukoro,
Masnka, Kucikou, Oba, Paparadina, Nyanyan, Orozo, Kurudu,

Aso, Pynpe, Sukwn, Jukoi, Koaru and othura.65

1,11 The Gbnsyid

The Gbagyi speaking people ure n major ethni~
group in Nigeria apurt from the Hmuosa, Yoruba, IlLo,
Puluni ond Ipula. Gbagyd people occupy a large
territory in centranl Nigeria where tho kﬁnndomu
under study are located, Hence, Lhe Gbasyi constitute
a major cthnice group in the kingdoms., The Gbapgyi in

these kingdoms are subdivided into two diamlects -

65, Various interviews with Habu Shekwoshanye in
1990; KCTD 12/2/92; G1/GAT/12-3~92; Tukura Madaeki;
Nuhu Anyido; and Group interview with Osu of Karu
Ishaku Dulus at his palace in the presence of his
palace officinls (G1/18 16/4/92) 3/2/93.)
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the Ghagvi G'eng'®  and Cbawyi. The Gbawyi dislect

is numerically sﬁall and spoken in Kurudu kingdom
only, |

There is neced o analyse the meaning and origin -
of the numes Gbagyi and Gwari as it is relevani to

this study. The meaning of the name Gbaryi or Cwari

as understood by the people who speak the language,
and the meaning accorded the names by their neigh-
boura is significent to the understanding of the
history of the kingdoms and the nature ¢! intergroup
relations that existed among the peoples during the
pericé in question,

The Gbagyi in these kingdoms, like their
counterparts elsewhere, accept that they are also
called or refered to ag Gwari by their neighbours,
Chagyi is languange spoken by people in a given
territory as can be seen in maps 4 and 5, This study
found some interesting explanations of the meaning
and origin of the nane GBAGYIL. |

Some people think that the nzme Gpagyi simply
means the majority, or jama's, or the gommonest ~
implying th.e peasantry. The people who share this
view further explain that the Gbagyi were the first

or original inhabitants of these kingdoms and have

been the majority.66 Another meaning for the word

66, Group interviews with Kande Maishanu anc
Znima Maishanu on 16/5/90 at Leminga; G1/AB/30-12-81,
and Asibi Kppkuru, in 1991,
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Gbagyi which is accepted by all Gbagyi speszking
people, is person, And according to this view-
point GBAIZA means human being, AGBAGYI on the

other hand mean people that speak Gbagyi lenguage.

It is further contended that GPAGYI-GENGE means real

Gbagyi or gboriginal, while the other dialect called
GBAGYIWYI/GEAWYI means Gbagyi immitation.®” Thus it

can be said that C.,K. Meek was correct in his remark
that Gbagyi means "the men" or "people.”68

The word Gbagyi has also been given other meanings
or conotations by others. For instence, some pecple
refer to Cbagyi-Genge dialect as Matai. Matai are
two words ¥a = be by, and tai arrow and bow, put
together to mean the armed, like the Fulani who moved
about armed, And GBAWYI diaslect prefered calling
Gbagyi Genge as Mgtai who were more war-like and
hunters.sg This meaning seems to shed light on the
cultural dominance of the Genge group on their
neighbours, and the assimilation of the new commers

into the region.

67. Ibid,

68. Gunn and Conant, p.85.

69, Naibi and Hassan, ng;ir Koro and Gade Tribves.
p.vii; interview with Aruwa Naishanu.
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