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ABSTRACT 

This t h e s i s is an attempt at the reconstruct ion 

of the h i s to ry of Karu, Kurape and Kurudu kingdoms 

c. '1700-1900 A.D. These were Gbagyl kingdoms located 

in the hear t of Nigeria. By the beginning of the 17th 

century the area had been occupied by the g'bagyi and 

under the p o l i t i c a l control of Kurape for at l e a s t a 

century. However, by the end of the 18th centuiy the 

i n t e r n a l cont radic t ions and the pressures of external 

forces disabled Kurape effect ive control of Karu and 

Kurudu area . By the beginning of the 19th century 

Karu and Kurudu had become s p l i n t e r s t a t e s with defined 

boundaries . Although they had become indapendent of 

Kurape, they s t i l l maintained some economic, cu l tu ra l 

and mi l i t a ry t i e s , and sometimes organised consorti im 

mi l i t a ry e f fo r t s in order to ward off and curb 

extern a l a t t a c k s . 

In the course of t h i s study it was cons is ten t ly 

argued tha t the i n t e rna l f ac to r s were of paramount 

importance in the emergence of the kingdoms. And tJ 

s p l i t of Kurape kingdom was to a l a rge r extent caused 

by the r u l e r s of Kurape who raided t h e i r sub jec t s . 

The major challenge these kingdoms faced in the 

19th century was the j i h a d i s t a a c t i v i t i e s in the region. 

F i r s t , there sharp demographic changes. The 

jihadists a c t i v i t i e s forced down the Hausa, Gwandara, 



Pulani , Gade, Yeskwa and Koro groups who were given 

r e s p i t e by the kingdoms. There was also d r a s t i c loss 

of Gbagyi population because of head-hunting. Second, 

there was the evolution of new set t lements which had 

strong t i e s with the Caliphate, and the subsequent 

change of balance of power in the region in favour of 

the new centres tha t became Emirates. 

It was again posited tha t the r e l a t ionsh ip between 

the emerging Emirates and the autochthonous Kurape, 

Karu :nd Kurudu was very complex type and not as 

simple as portrayed in the dominant l i t e r a t u r e - the 

Emirates versus the 'pagan* s t a t e s . Rather, there 

were sporadic a l l i ance systems whereby the emirates 

sometimes took side with the 'pagan* p o l i t i e s against 

a r i v a l emirate and vice versa . We are of the view 

tha t there seemed to have been co-existence than a 

s i t ua t i on of perpetual war in the 19th century. 

However, the coming of the new groups strengthened 

the c e n t r a l i s a t i o n of the kingdoms, increased economic 

a c t i v i t i e s , increased t rade and external r e l a t i o n s with 

the neighbouring s t a t e s and so on. 

In the heat of var ious s t ruggles against the 

nvading surrounding emeirates of Nassarawa, Keffi , 

Abuja, Bida and the kingdoms of Igu and Opanda, the 

European t r ade r s and crusaders came i n . The Royal 

Nigeria Company (NRC) Biffied t r a t i e s with many chiefs 



for t rade purposes, and in pre ex to pro tec t the 

na i le r kingdoms against the j i h a d i s t s . But the RNC 

eoon revealed tha t it was for t r ade , and prefered the 

emirs in the a l l i a n c e since the emirs promised the 

PNC t rade r i g h t s and were forcibly t ry ing to break the 

t r ade b a r r i e r s put by the autochthonous kingdoms. The 

emire of Nassarawa and Keffi signed some t r e a t i e s which 

implied ceding out the whole area under study to the 

RNC without the knowledge of the r u l e r s of the auto­

chthonous p o l i t i e s . In p a r t i c u l a r , the emir of 

Nassarawa requested for r i f l e s and so ld ie r s from the 

company in order to subdue the kingdoms. And t h i s emir 

was one of the e a r l i e s t omeirs to submit to the B r i t i s h 

invasion and conquest of the Sokoto Caliphate in 1902 

( a f t e r the Emirs of Bida, I l o r i n , Muri, Adamawa, 

Kontagor and Bauchi had .submitted between 1897-1902). 

The a t t i t u d e of Nassarawa, l i k e the emirates above, 

dissabled co l l ec t i ve r e s i s t ance to the conquest. Thence 

the B r i t i s h had changed t h e i r a t t i t u d e s as f r iends to 

become foes and conquerrors, and f i na l l y as administrators 

Again, i t was the colonial invasion tha t ac tual ly 

destroyed the three kingdoms under study, and not the 

emirates as normally claimed in the colonial h i s t o r i o ­

graphy. 

However, the s t i f f ; resis tance put by the 

kingdoms pa r t ly influenced the Br i t i sh ideology of 

colonia l adminis t ra t ion, and marginalised them in the 

scheme of th ings . 
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