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ABSTRACT 

"Administration of Civil justice in Area Courts with reference to Kano 

Stale"; though, from ihe topic, particularities would be concentrated to area 

courts in Kano state, yet. the thesis has relevance to area courts in the Northern 

States of" Nigeria because they operate wider a uniform Area Courts Law. 

11 THE PURPOSE 

The purpose of writing this thesis is as a result of public outcry that civil 

justice is no where to be found in area courts. These views, usually comes from 

most of the practising lawyers, law lecturers, elites, litigants, students along with 

other members of the society (prefer going to magistrate courts rather than 

resorting to area courts). As one person standing trial before one of the area 

courts in Kano State complained: 

" Area courts are terrible, the judges apart from lawyers exalt 
themselves as knowledgeabl, while, they don't know law. They 

don't allow one the chance to defend his case. They always like 
calling other side of the litigants to their chambers and houses 
for one reason or the other. I don't like going to area courts for 
either litigation or watching proceedings." 1 

From observation of the above proceedings in area courts one may 

understand the genuineness of these statements. The lawyers too equally are to 

encounter fatal doses of judicial arbitrariness in area courts. These views are 

enough to have called for the writing of this thesis with a view to unravel the 

whole situations. 

The purpose of administration of civil justice is where a person wanted to 

recover from another, a sum of money, property, the enforcement of a right 



advantage or relief for damages, therefore, he needs to resort to court and lodge 

the complaint The court clerk or registrar is to state the complaint in writting, 

forward it to the judge of the court who may order for the registering of the 

complaint in a cause-book and record-book. The processes of summoning the 

defendant to appear in court on the hearing or adjourned date all these are 

procedures towards the administration of civil justice in area courts. 

The administration of civil justice by area courts in which their 

jurisdiction may be invoked, the form of proceedings by establishing the factual 

situations of the controversy between the parties, the nature, characteristics and 

effects of the remedies and sanctions that may be awarded by the court. 

therefore, then perusal are encompassed in this thesis on the administration of 

ci\ ll iiistice in area courts 

Any party to a case who is not satisfied with the conduct of area courts 

proceedings or with the decision passed, there are procedures that are to be 

resorted to. such as: by appeal and the procedure of making appeal from the 

decision of area court to appellate court; by lodging complaint or petition to the 

inspector for area court; the chief registrar of the High courts or the chief judge 

on the action to be taken are procedure towards the administration of civil justice 

1.2 SCOPE OF RESEARCH 

In the proceedings chapter, an attempt should be made to describe and 

where necessary, analyse the machinery of adminstration of civil justice towards 

area courts The actual practice and working of area courts is going to be stated 

in order to convey a functional insight into machnics and dynamics of the judicial 

process in the area courts. It is therefore, fitting at this stage to collate these into 

one organic image of area courts system. 



The study of this thesis is knitty spreaded into six chapters and being 

divided into sections. What follows are critical evalution of the systems with 

descriptions intended to help attune them to the end of justice. 

Chapter one being an introduction on the development of area courts 

before, during and after colonial regime, since in the defunct Northern Region of 

Nigeria to the present states Government. That was before the colonial regime 

(Eropean people from Great Britain) came to Nigeria and to its Northern part 

there were different empires such as that of Bomo and Sokoto. By that time 

there were no written common laws and it was by custom being rules of 

behaviour used in setting disputes. Gradually. Islamic law was introduced. 

Then, with the coming of European people to Nigeria and to Northern region 

different courts were established and English law were to be applied side by 

side with the Islamic and customary law. With the attainment of independence in 

I960 these customary and Islamic laws are only to be applied in settling disputes 

where they are not inconsistence or repugnant to the rules of English law. 

Chapter two is on the Area courts Division being one of-fhe divisions 

Ibnning the judiciary which is the thud organ of government next to Executive 

and legislatures. The judiciary is constituted by the High court division. Sharia 

court of appeal. Magistrates courts. Area courts and any other court established 

by the House of Assembly of the state. Office of the Director and the offices of 

the inspectors for Area courts are in the Area courts division; while the chamber 

of the chief Registrar and that of the chief judge have to be mentioned because 

they have control over the division. Apart from these, there are other offices and 

registeries of the Area courts division such as complaint office s e c r e t office. 

Research office. Appeal registeries. Open registeries. Achieve registeries and 



some other offices. All these offices and registeries form part and assists the 

Area courts'division towards the control of the administration of Justice. 

Chapter three crystalised the control of area courts. There are two types of 

control that is the judicial and administrative. Judicial control arises from the 

action of appellate court by way of appeal and as well the power of the High 

Court to issue perogative orders to a lower court. Administrative control relates 

to the power and duties of those in authorities such as inspectors for area courts, 

the chief registrar, the chief judge and other judicial officials having the power of 

control over area courts. There and then, complaint against area courts would be 

treated. In this approach, only parties to a case and those who have propriety 

or pecuniary interest are allowed to make complaint. Modes of making 

complaint by oral and written would be enlighten, from there, offices of 

forwarding complaints and the types of complaint to receive a prompt attention 

would be made clear. 

The jurisdiction of area courts is enclosed m chapter four of this thesis. 

Jurisdiction is the power of a court to try a cause or matter before it. There are 

five issues of consideration adopted in this topic. The territorial jurisdiction is 

the limit of the area to which if any cause as matter arose area court is allow to 

entertain the cause. The jurisdiction on persons distinguishes those who are 

subject to the jurisdiction of area courts and as well, those who are not. The 

power of the court extends to the limit of amount of money in case of claim to 

which area court is allowed to entertain the cause. The venue of trial is the area 

where the dependant resides or where the cause of action arose to which area 

court situated in that area according to its jurisdiction is allowed to try the case. 

The law to be applied is another way of understanding the jurisdiction of area 



courts. All these issues of consideration on the jurisdiction of area courts in civil 

causes or matters, would in their classes, be stated in this chapter. 

Some aspect on parties to a civil cause can be traced in chapter five, that is on 

those who are to be parties, joinder of parties, misjoinder, nonjoinder, appearance of 

parties and consquences or non-appearance. Also, right of legal representation by 

Barristers at law in civil casue would be discussed. However, it is not the whole 

procedures are going to be treated, but only some aspects on parties. 

Chapter six carrries conclusions and recommendations on how to align 

administration of justice in civil causes or matters in area courts. In this chapter, 

some problems capable or retarding administration of justice would be identified 

while, some possible solutions, as well, would be tabled. 

I 3 METHODOLOGY 

The field research in this thesis is going to be conducted on area courts in 

Kano State of Nigeria. Moreover, other,states area courts system of administration 

of civil causes would, where possible and practicable, be cited as example. Apart 

from other provisional amendments, all area courts in the Northern States of Nigeria 

operates under uniform laws and procedures. Therefore, all discussions would be 

based on the practical application of relevant substantive laws, I civil procedure 

rules.2 area courts laws.3 evidence act,4 circulares, judicial decisions mid other 

customary rules.5 

Oral interview woulld be conducted with the inspectors for area courts, 

judges, court registrars and clerks, lawyers, litigants and as well members of the 

public in order to have a current ideas towards the administration of civil justice. 

The thesis would give account of educational papers presented at various workshops, 

conferences, public lecturers and symposia on area courts so as to make it more 

current and lively. 
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NOTES AND REFERENCES 

Interview with Mu'azu ( real name - surname withheld) in Kano in 

January, 1994. Unless otherwise indicated, all names, incidents and 

places given or mentioned in this thesis are real. In order to protect 

sources, however, their surnames, unless, otherwise, considered 

important for the purpose of the account, will not be given. 

S. 1 (2) Area Court (Civil Procedure) Rules, 1971. 

S. 1 Area Court Law, cap. 9, Vol. 1 of the laws of die Kano State 

of Nigeria 1991. 

S. 14 (3) The Evidence Act., (Cap. 112). As Amended by Decree 

No.61ofI991. 

S. 20 (1) (a) Area Courts Law. Cap.9, Vol. 1 of the Laws of the 

Kano State of Nigeria, 1991. 


































































































































