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( v ) 

ABSTRACT 

The d i f f e r e n c e s i n l a n g u a g e s and m e n t a l i t i e s , t h e 

u n d e r d e v e l o p e d p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e and t h e s t a g n a n t economic 

s t r u c t u r e s o f West A f r i c a n s t a t e s c o n s t i t u t e some o f t h e 

major i n t r a c t a b l e p rob lems u n d e r m i n i n g t h e p r o g r e s s , t h e 

Economic Community of West A f r i c a n S t a t e s (ECOWAS) c o u l d 

have r e c o r d e d o v e r t h e y e a r s . C o l o n i a l i s m i s i d e n t i f i e d t o b e 

t h e g e n e s i s o f t h e s e p r o b l e m s . West A f r i c a n s t a t e s were 

c o l o n i s e d b y B r i t a i n , F r a n c e and P o r t u g a l which h a v e d i f f e r e n t 

l a n g u a g e s , and d i f f e r e n t m e n t a l i t i e s . T h e i r former c o l o n i e s 

were c o m p e l l e d t o adopt t h e i r d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e s , c i v i l i s a t i o n s 

and l a n g u a g e s , and t h i s , r e a l l y e x a c e r b a t e s t h e p rob lem o f 

u n i t y in ECOWAS, The a p p r o p r i a t i o n of economic and human 

r e s o u r c e s from West A f r i c a b y t h o s e c o l o n i a l s t a t e s a l s o 

deepened t h e p rob lems o f economic i n t e g r a t i o n i n West A f r i c a . 

The r o l e of Cote d ' I v o i r e in ECOWAS is b e i n g examined from 

t h i s b a c k g r o u n d . 

The I v o r i a n economy which depends solely on cocoa and 

c o f f e e i s t i e d t o t h e a p r o n s t r i n g o f d e v e l o p e d c a p i t a l i s t 

c o u n t r i e s , h e r p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e i s d e s i g n e d i n such a 

way th a t , i t h a s b e e n p l a y i n g a s u b s e r v i e n t r o l e to F r a n c e . 

Both t h e economic and p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s o f Cote d ' l v o i r e 

i n d i c a t e t h a t h e r i n d e p e n d e n c e c o u l d b e d e f i n e d a s b e i n g 

sham and nominal i n n a t u r e . I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e p o l i t i c o 

economic s e t u p o f Cote d ' l v o i r e i n f l u e n c e s t h e k i n d o f r o l e 

she h a s been p l a y i n g in ECOWAS. 



(vi) 

Cote d' Ivo i re , a country which gives p r i o r i t y to 

cooperation between her and developed countr ies l i ke 

France, runs the r i s k of subjecting the aims and object ives 

of ECOWAS in to r i d i c u l e . Her p o l i t i c a l ro le during French 

colonialism in West Africa are enough to j u s t i fy tha t h e r 

a c t i v i t i e s in any regional organisat ions she belongs to are 

geared toward r e a l i s i n g her nat ional i n t e r e s t or ra ther , 

protect ing the in te res t of developed countr ies on which she 

r e l i e s . Though the Rasseblement Democratique i n i t i a t e d by 

Houphouet Boigny led most Francophone African countries to 

independence, Houphouet Boigny disagreed at the epoch to 

belong to the Federation of Mali group proposed by Senegal. 

(The Federation of Mali advocated for a uni ted government for 

the Francophone countries of the r eg ion) . His disagreement 

was a t t r i bu t ed to the fact t ha t , the Federation of Mali which 

could have l ike ly made Dakar (former French colonial cap i ta l in 

West Africa) the cap i t a l , could not have benefi ted Cote d ' l vo i r e 

which was the most developed Francophone country of the region. 

Another i n t e rp re t a t i on of t h i s Federation system was t h a t , 

if the Federation of Mali succeeded, it could have enabled 

member s t a t e s to challenge France domination of t h e i r 

economy. 

In revenge, Houphouet Boigny created the Conseil de 1 'Entente 

which comprises of five coun t r i e s . Togo, Burkina Faso, Benin, Niger 

and Cote d ' l v o i r e , France, in order to safeguard her own 

i n t e r e s t , intervened to reconcile Cote d ' l vo i r e and Senegal 



(vii) 

so that all francophone countries should belong to the same 

organisation, that is how, the "Communaute' des Etats de l'Afrique* 

de l'Ouest - C.E.A.O. - was created, but in this case, 

there was no proposition as wether to have a joint government, 

and it was limited to only Francophone countries of the region. 

In ECOWAS, it is glaring that the reserved attitude of 

Cote d' I voire on any issue concerning the community leads to 

serious recrimination among member states. The Liberian crisis 

is a case in point. Cote d' I voire disagreed to cooperate with 

ECOMOG to achieve the objectives of keeping peace in 

Liberia. 

Looking at the development in the world economic and 

political relations and the historical evolution of West 

African states, Cote d'lvoire would at a point be prevented irom 

fleutii;. regional policy which could benefit the entire ECOWAS 

member s tates . The integration going on in Europe is likely to 

redefine the relations between France and Cote d'lvoire. Many 

Francophone countries have committed themselves to ECOWAS, 

then Cote d'lvoire has no other choice than to embrace BCOWAS. 

Further economic activities in the region will confirm that 

fact. 


















































































































































