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The library, a respository of knowledge, has a unique role
to play in the dissemination of information, To be able to do
this efficiently, it is necessary that all books and other read-
ing materials in the library should be catalogued and classified
in such a way that readers can easily locate the items they want.

One of the major tasks of the librarian is that of making
sure that maximum use is made of his collection, for any book or
record in the library which a reader wants and cannot find
because of poor classification is lost to the reader,

Because of this, librarians since the earliest times have
been very concerned about the classification of their collections.
The first Assyrian librarians classified their clay tablets, and
the Ancient Egyptians classified their papyrus (books). If these
librarians were concerned with the classification of the few
materials in their libraries, modern librarians have more reason
to feel concerned about the classification of the large number of
materials in their collections,

The volume of books and other reading materials published
all over the world today is very alarming. In Great Britain
alone 31,449 books were published in 1975.1 New knowledge or
new disciplines which were unknown or little known have now been
developed and many books have been written about them. Africa,

which was little known in the last century, has now come into
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the lime-light, Hitherto, books written about the continent
were mainly concerned about the exploitation of Africa by the
Europeans. It was felt that Africa had no past and so no his-
tory. But we are now witnessing a change: many American and
European countries have Departments of African studies in their
various universities; in Africa itself there is a new awakening
in the study of this continent. These studies have been made
possible because of the new universities and research institutes
which have been established in the various countries of Africa,
In Nigeria alone we have 10 Universities and 3 University
Colleges, and this does not include the research institutes in
the country. Research work done by these bodies in and outside
Nigeria has brought about a proliferation of reading materials
on Africa. Librarians do not want to be left out of this new
awakening in research into Africa's past. They want to acquire
for the libraries all the materials available for the benefit
of their clientele., For quick access to these materials, the
librarians know that the materials have to be well catalogued
and classified, if they are not to be lost to the readers.

Purpose of the Study: The aims of this study are to examine

critically the Library of Congress Classification Scheme as it
affects African materials, to study the adequacy of the Library
of Congress Classification in classifying books and other read-

ing materials on Africa, and to make necessary recommendations
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if it is found to be deficient in classifying Africana materials.

Need for the Study: Most of the schemes now in use in our
libraries were constructed at a time when very little was known
about Africa and when there were very few reading materials cn
Africa, It is therefore not surprising that these classifica-
tion schemes did not adequately cover African materials.

The Library of Congress Classification, one of the earliest
classification schemes in general use, is widely used in this
country, All the Universities and University Colleges in Nigeria
use the Library of Congress Classification. The National Library
of Nigeria and some of the Colleges of Arts and Science, Advanced
Teachers' Colleges and Polytechnics classify by the scheme. Most
of the Chief Cataloguers of these Universities and other institu-
tions complain that the scheme is very deficient in the classifi-
cation of African materials. In fact many of the Universities
have modified or expanded the Library of Congress Classification
as it affects Africa so that they could classify African materials
more efficiently and intelligently.

It is therefore necessary to have a close study of the
classification to see if the scheme is in fact inadequate for
classifying African materialg, and if it is found to be inadequate,

to recommend appropriate measures to take.



Limitation
This study will be limited in scope by the subjects and

countries to be examined. I do not intend to cover all the
subjects on Africa, I shall examine the schedules for History,
Geography, Language and Literature, Economics, Sociology, Politi-
cal Science, Religion and Education as they affect Africa as an
entity and certain countries of Africa like Nigeria, Ghana and
Sierra Leone. I have decided to limit the study to these sub-
jects because of the geographical divisions that are needed in
classifying materials on them. I have omitted Science and
Technology since geographical divisions are not so significant
in classifying library materials on them. For, in the words of
Professor Dike, 'there is much in the field of science, of
medicine, of geology, of botany and zoology that has to do with
universal conditions, and only partially with specifically
African conditions. However, in the field of humanities and
social sciences, we tend to be concerned with problems that are
primarily peculiar to Africa.“2 A great deal of the study will
be based on Nigeria and I shall make a classification for the
history of this country based on the structure of the Library
of Congress Classification. This limitation became necessary
after taking into consideration the element of time and the deep
knowledge of the area under consideration needed to be able to

make a useful and thorough classification.



Method of the Study

The basis of this study is an in depth study of the
Library of Congress Classification Scheme as it affects African
countries on the one hand and some European countries like
England, France and Sweden on the other. The schedules of
Philosophy and Religion (B), History and Topography (D),
Geography and Anthropology (G), Social Sciences (H), Political
Science (J), Language and Literature (P), of the countries under
study were exhaustively examined.

Letters were sent to the Chief Librarians of libraries
using the Library of Congress Classification. They were asked
to give their views on the adequacies of the Library of Congress
Classification Scheme in classifying Africana materials. Oral
interviews were held with many cataloguers and library users so
that their opinions about the scheme could be known. I also
carried out a study of the available literature on Library of
Congress Classification., Journal articles, books and some docu-
ments such as the draft scheme for the history of Africa by the
Nigerian Library Association Sub-Committee on Library of Congress
Classification, relating to the scheme were studied and analysed.

Organization of the Study: The study is in five chapters as

follows:

(1) Introduction.
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(2) History and main features of the Library of Congress
Classification.
(3) Accommodation of Library of Congress Classification
shedules for Africana.
(4) Proposed Classification schedule for Nigerian History.

(5) Summary and Conclusion.

Hypothesis: The Library of Congress Classification is grossly
inadequate for detailed classification of Africana for the
following reasons:
(1) Allocation of inadequate places for African topics.
(2) Colonial sub-division of Africa scatters materials in -
the same region. J
(3) Emphasis on European and American topics and omission
of African topics.
(4) The use of derogatory terms and racist bias in the
scheme,
(5) The lack of period divisions in schedule DT (History

of Africa).

Survey of Related Literature

Although much has been written in the field of library
classification a lot still remains to be done. For instance,
not much has been said about the adequacy of the Library of

Congress Classification in classifying Africana materials.
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American or European librarians may not have any need for the
study of Library of Congress Classification in this light.
The reason for this is not difficult to appreciate. The Library
of Congress Classification was made with their needs in mind
and since it largely caters for these needs it has not been
necessary for them to make such a study. This cannot be said
of African and Nigerian Librarians. Many of them have com-
plained about the inadequacies of the Library of Congress Clas-
sification in classifying African materials, but surprisingly
only very few of them have felt concerned enough to make a
written study of the situation. It is therefore not unexpected

that little literature exists on this aspect of the subject.

Studies relevant to the present thesis

Amankwe, Nwozo, Revision of Classification Schemes for

Nigerian needs.3 Amankwe made it plain that he was not going
to talk about the general short-comings of the schemes nor was
he going to advocate the entire revision of the schemes. All
he wanted was to see that the areas that treat Africana
materials are revised and enlarged to accommodate the increa-
sing volume of African literature which is now available.

He specifically mentioned History anq Languages as areas
which have not been well treated in the general schemes such

as Bliss, Dewey and Library of Congress Classification, He



9

advocated that a committee of cataloguers and other members of
the Nigerian Library Assgciation who are ingerested in African
History should bhe formed., This committee when formed could be
expected to produce a draft schedule for the clagsification of
West African history. It is as a result of this.rgcommendation
that a section of the Nigerian Library Association was created
te examine, among other things, the possibilitigs qﬁ updating
the Library of Congress Classlification in order to make it suit-

able for classifying graphic material on Africa.

Orimoloye, S.,A. Lages University Modifications tc the

Library of Congress ClassifiCation.4 Orimeoloye feels that

classifications which are popular and internationally used
should undergo some modifications in the various libraries

which use them., He warns however against indiscrimlnate, reck-
less and unnecessary modifications of such schemes. He cautions
that one should know when to stop modifying, once one has deci-
ded to modify within a sublect and bhetween subjects, curricula
and disciplines, The general claasifications in use today were
constructed and designed by Americans and Europeans and so these
countries are well covered by the schemes, while Africa and
parts of Asia are poorly covered. Modification is recommended
because much is now being written by the developing world on

Africa and Asia. .



Most mbdifiﬁﬁtibns are usuéliymiggtigatéé.hf fhe Chief
Cataloguer or by library users. "The former is motivated to
modify most often as a result of crambed number provisions,
down-right omission from the classification schedules of speci-
fic concepts, and unsatisfactory subject grouping or alignment."
The library users on their part may suggest modification when
they fail to find certain materials at the place where they
feel they should be on the shelves. Orimoloye then sets out
some of the modifications of the Library of Congress Classifica-~
tion made by the University of Lagos.

Wasyl, Vergha. Problems in Classification of Slavic Books

with Library of Congress Classification Schedules and Subiect

Headings.s I have decided to mention this article even though
it has no direct bearing with my topic because it falls in line
with my hypothesis. - S T

The writer is of tﬁe view that Li;fary afICoﬁgress Classi=
fication does not wéll accommodate Slavic materials., He says
that for over 50 vears the Library of Congress Classification
scheme has not found it necessary to update its scheme as it
affects Slavic materials despite the great demand for these
materials by the North American Universities with departments
of Slavic studies. The Library of Congress Classification, he

also says, tries to confuse Russla with the US5R. The USSR is

made up of fifteen republics and several dozen autonomous
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republics or reglons, with Russia as one of them. Vergha
then advocated that Library of Congress should be approached to
do something about the inadequacy of its Classification scheme
in classifying Slavic materials.

Balantti, David and others. Shortcomings in the Library

of Congress Classification.6 The writers fecl that apart from

North and South Africa, the continent was treated as if it was

a single country by Library of Congress Classification. Because
of this, they recommended that a new schedule should be drawn up.
The language and literature classes for aAfrica should be comple-
tely over-hauled, and the new schedule should take notice that
there are over eight hundred languages in the continent of
Africa.

Amaeshi, Basil. The Classification of Modern African

Literature.7 Amaeshi is of the opinion that the present prac-

tice of the general schemes in classifying African literatures
written in European languages with European literatures is quite
wrong. For example he says that the Library of Congress Classi-
fication classifies African Literature in French in PQ 3980-
9909.2. It is within this range that the history, criticism,
collections and individual literary works of Africans in French
language are classified. Some few changes were however made in

the schedule in 1973, which appeared in the January-March, 1973
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list of Lihra;ylof Conﬁ?éss Uisssification ~ Additions and

Changes. Here 1t was directed that African literature in
Erniglish should be shifted to PR9340-.9408, Works and criti-
cisme of individual authors should nco longer be classified
in PR 1800-6076 but in PR 9340-9408,

Mr, Amaeghi is not however satisfied with these minor

changes. African literature he says, no matter what the
languages in which it is written, is distinct and unique.
Tt has a different cultural background and message. Because
of this it is wrong tc classify African.litérature in PR or
PQ, He then suggested that sub-class PP should be created
for African literatures. N .

Kashim Ibrahim Library, Ahéééu Bello University, Zaria.

Modified DT of Library of Congress Classification in use in

the 1ibra1%yJ _‘_1_968.B This library, like most other libraries
i

using Library of Congress classlification in Nigeria, has seen
reason to modify some sectlions of Library of Congress Classi-
fication as they affect Africana, These modifications were
done by a former Chief Cataloguer of the library, Mrs. Rosemary
Young who did the reclassification of the entire library stock
from Bliss Classification to Lihrary of Congress Classification,

The Library of Congress Classification allocated DT1-995

for classifying African history. These numbers were ignored

1n the modified PT schedule for Kashim Ibrahim Library.
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Instead of using the old numbers, an entirely new outline
based on Library of Congress Classification was made for the
classification of the history of Africa. A full outline of
the modified DT 1--8064 is given below, so that the reader may
understand the framework within which the present writer has
been working as an employee of the Kashim Ibrahim Library.

Class Nos.

Africa DT 1-38
Egypt 43-128
Nile 130-135
Sudan 140-165
Ethiopia 180-214
Horn of Africa 215-219
Somalia 220-237
French Somaliland 240-245
North Africa 260-266
Barbary States (Maghreb) 280~287
Libya_ 290-287 7\
Tunisia 318-344
Algeria 350-371
Morocco 380-407
Ifni (Spain)

North East Africa 600~617
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(Other areas combining different groupings).

e.ge North and East Africa

North and East Africa

North and West Africa

Sahara

Islands of Africa

West

Africas

Guinea Coast

West

West

West

West

¥West

West

Africa,
Africa,
Africa,
Africa,
Africa,

Africa,

River Niger

River Vglta

Nigeria

General o .
o T

St

English Speaking
French Speaking
Fortuguese Speaking
Spanish Speaking |
Former German Colonles

Former Dutch Colonies

Southern Nlgeria

Western Nigeria

Mid-Western Nigeria ﬁgg
Northern Nigeria

Eastern Nigeria e

Cameroon

.5‘;.@:.

2ih

e

- 700-717

720-737

750=760

800-805
1000-1017

1020-1025

" 1040-1057

1060-1077

¥ 1080-1097

1100-1017
1120-1137
1140-1157
1160-1165
1170-~1175
1313-1324
1326~1331
1335-1345
1346-1359
1360-1414
1415-1439

1440--1500



Dahomey DT
Togo

Ghana

Niger

Chad

Upper Volta

Mali

Mauritania

Gambia

Senegal

Portuguese Guinea

Guinea

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Ivory Coast

West and Central Africa

Atlantic Coast

Central Africa

Central Africa, Former Belgian territories
Central Africa, Former French territories
Portuguese Central Africa

River Congo

Spanish Guinea (Including Fernando Po)

1510-1553
1560-1578
1590-1613
1630-1660
1665-1689
1690-1741
1750-1769
1780-1806
1810-1828
1840-1861
1870-1899
1900-1939
1940-1957
1970-1992
2000-2036
2400-2417
2450-2455
3000-3017
3020-3037
3040-3057
3060-3077
3120-3125

3200-3240
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Central African Republic (Formerly Ubangi Chari) DT 3280-3320

Gabon
Cabinda and Sac Tome with Principe
Congo (Brazzaville)
Congo (Leopoldville (Zaire)
Rwanda
Burundi
East and Central Africa
East Africa
East Africa. Former British territories
East Africa, Former German territories
Kenya
Tanzania
Zanzibar and Pemba
Uganda
Southern and East Africa
Southern Africa
River Zambezi
River Limpopo
Portuguese Southern Africa
Mozambique
Angola

Southern and Central Africa

3340-3380
3400-3440
3460-3500
3520-3578
3590-3639
3650-3699
4000-4017
4100-4117
4120-4137
4140-4157
4310-4338
4350-4384
4384-4387
4420-4451
4610-4623
5000-5017
5100-5105
5110-5115
5110-5163
5310-5352

5370-5403

5700-5717 -



! :. - RO
' g

L

Central African Federation, 1961-1963 DT

Rhodesia o

Zambia
Malawi
Former High Commission Territories ' ”wf
Botswana |
Swaziland
Lesotho

South Africa (Republic)

ER
e TR

Cape Province
Natal
Orange Free State .  ¢ﬁ
Transvaal C ' _ 5 "Eﬁ*
Transkei ..i ' . @g _' L,ﬁt:f ‘Siﬁ@,;;
South West Africa - |
Malagasy Republic tﬁh“yfo-_ : _f S
Mauritius L : S e
Apart from the DT schedule (African His£6ryj,
also modified many other sections of
Classification as they affect Africa,
the Schedule H (Social Sciences).
History: Laﬁd),

ways}, HJ (Public Finance: Documents),

T

HE (Transportation and Communication:

6000-6013
6100~6134
6150-6180
6250-6285
6400~6413
6420-6449
6480=6503
6560-5587
7000-7047
70607099
7160-7196
7220-7255
7280-7311
7400-7424
7600=7613
8000~8024

8050-8084

Mrs. Young
the Library of Congress
Prominent among them is

In sub-clagses HD {Economic

Water-—

HV (Social Pathology:
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political Crimes), and HV (Social Pathology:

18 - R

sk

Police: Documents},

the schedules for the United States were used for Nigeria.

For example instead of using HY 6303-6320 for the United States

and
63120 while other coun

given HV 6321: ..

Political Crimes

6301 .

6303- 6321 © <

6303

6304

6305
6306 S
6308

6310

6312

HY 6321 for other countries,

tries, including

Nigeria was allocated HY 6303~

the United States, were

Ceneral works
By Country
Nigeria

General. o

Documents
.A1=5 Federal
JAS-W State
Géneral works. Historye
Other
Administration
Venality in

Bribery of officials.

L nGrafths

City and State "rings"

Land Steals

" prefer HD 226, Land claimss

P i A ST
3." . IR K o



£314
€316
b ) “': ._ ‘i -
(63181}
(6319) )
(6320) -
6321
T | ?gl Ir
Dy
S
ks
5

oo, R -

. Other countries, A-Z,

Yy
19

Elections RS -; . ih';T}ﬁi

Brikery of voters. |

Illegal votiné; é;*; f ﬁa  | T

Local. 'ﬂff  ;%Ti;ﬁ.' o
See note prefixed to HV 6254.
Nigerian Pederal cases. By date,
By State, A,W. X |

By City, A=Z.

Under each

(1} General works,
{2) Special, by topic (as HV 6306-

57 £316) use 1-9 combined with

o number for country, e£.g. p
HV 6321, G78, Bribery of |
v voters in Great Britain,
(3} Local, A-~Z,
e Cf note prefixed tec HV 6254.

Under HV 7561-789% {Police Documents), the United States was

allocated HV 7561-7625 and all other countries were given

HV 7641-7895,
75-7620

76217630

This was modified by Mrs. Young to read:

Nigeria  « el o "
T .J*§~u o . LA :

United States Lo



.ot : 20 | s “ :;: ;
76417895 - Other éc:untries.}-'-7'-.'-" |
The area tables for schedule H (Seccial Sciences) were
modified to make the classification of African materials more
meaningful, Special schedules were also designed for cther |
African subject by Mrs. Young. There are: s L
_ Lo

African Anthropology *° oy GV 500-1768 .

Bantu (African) Languages and

Literature ot w0 PL 8024-B82S
African Lilterature in French PQ 2900-3074
African Literature in English PR 9706=2819

Ajayl, J.F.A, Factors that bhave influenced Scholarship

and Reseakch on .'\frica.9 The aim of the paper was to examine

the literature of African history pointing out areas that will
pose some problgms for classificationists and in the process
enumerate some p;inciﬁlés.that will help them in evolving a
satisfactory scheme for the classification of African history.
His thesis covered largely Tropical Afrlca. Other parts of
Africa were faintly touched because, he argues, the picture

in relation tc North Africa and the Republic of South Africa

is reasonably clear, =~ ¢ R

There are written accounts of ancient Egypt in the third
millenium BC about the Pharaohs, the activities of their lead-

ing officials and early exploration carried out in the Nile
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Valley and the Sudan. For the cataloguers these early accounts
do not pose any problem because the writings were done on tomb-
stones, pyramids, temples. | | i

The writings of the anc-ient Greeks and ti‘.le.. ﬁomaris were
both better known than the Egyptlan hiereglyphics which only
became known to schelars in the 13th century, From the Greeks
and Romans there are various accounts of the peoples and geogra-
phy of Africa. These materlals will not pose any problem to
classifiers of Africana bhecause the accounts deal mostly with
universal history, geography and science with particular
reference to the ancient Mediterranean world. What may pose
some problem about these early writings is the use of place
names. For example the Roman Libya and Ethlopia cover a much
wider areas than the modern Libya and Ethiopia.

From the Arabic scholars, we alsoc have very early accounts
of Africa. Their earliest writings follcowed the pattern of
the ancient Greecks and Romans. FPFrom about the 14th century
their accounts about Africa improved considerably, when people
like Ibn Battuta and Leo Africanus gave detailed accounts of
the exploration of Africa. Their accounts covered trade,

religious life and the administration and histories of Muslim

communities in Africa.

Sy
FE S

From the 15th through to the eighteenth century, European
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exploreré;”éraders and missionaries started to write about
thelr different activities in Africa. The colonial era
increased considerably the literature on Africa. By the 19th
century the colonial masters had settled down and they
started to study the people and to write about them. Their
major area of interest was in anthropolegy. They carried out
the study téFﬁhderstand the ways of the Africans in_Felation—
ship with their colonial rulers. . .};3 .:

The Africans alsc added to the literature of their
continent.. Tﬁey published newspapers, pamphlets and books
expressing their views about the way they were being ruled
and alsoc about their customs, laws and local histories. Oral
tradition which had hitherto been neglected by the EBurcpeans
were collected and analysed. The growth of political con-
sciocusness and the interest shown about the African contribu-
tion, including the Study of oral tradition, helped to
broaden the scope of publications of Africa.

The problem facing the Africana Librarian is that
earlier publications about Africa covered a very narrow range
of subjects. They were mainly accounts of travels with a
touch of history and geography here and there. Betause of
the narrowness of the range of subjects, the existing classi=-

ficatlons did not effectively make provision for Africana.
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More recently, the cataloguer is being faced with a spate of
books covering almost the whole range of knowledge. The
problem now is how Africa is to be divided so that African
materials can be properly classified. What will readily come
to mind is the present political boundaries of the existing
nations. But one has to remember however, that some of the
names and boundaries of &ke these nations are not stable.
"African history is essentially the history of the Africa
peoples and not that of their invaders and that periods in
African history should as much as possible be worked out, not
in relation to events in Europe and European or Arab activi-
ties in Africa, but in terms of what is most significant in
the history of African peoples". To classify African history,
the classification scheme should "be based greatly on chronology
and partly on geographical, historical and linguistic regions
of Africa"., Africa should be divided into eight regions thus:
(1) The Nile Valley including Egypt and Ethiopia.

(ii) The Maghreb, includinc Sahara.

(141) The Sudan.

(iv) The West African (or “he Guinea) Forest.

(v) The Congo Basin.
(vi) South Africa.

(vii) Central Africa (i.2. between South and East.
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The case for this as a separate region is not too
strong; the River Zambesi can be a convenient
division between South and East Africa).
(viii) East Africa and the Horn country.

Mr. Ajayi also urged that a section should be created
for classifying the general studies of Africa, as follows:

(a) The prehistoric period.

(b) Iron Age civilization.

(c) General histories of pre-colonial period.

(d) General histories of colonial period.

(e} General histories of Independent Africa.

Each of the eight major regions into which Africa has
been divided will also be sub-divided like the general class
for Africa.

To be able to have a close classification the author
claimed one has to go further than this. Individual political
units and linguistic groups will have to be provided for.

Amankwe, N, Africa in the Standard Classification

Schemes.io Mr. Amankwe said that he was not merely going to

criticise the general schemes but to point out the short-
comings in the provisions made for Africana. In demonstrating
these short-comings he had taken into consideration the period

in history when the schemes were made. The Dewey Decimal



25

classification was made in the 19th century while most of
Library of Congress scheme and Bliss classifications were
developed in the first half of this century. At the time
when these schemes were made, very little literature on Africa
was available and so the makers had scanty material on which
to worke. To buttress this argument, he quoted Professor
A.P, Newton who in a paper presented at a conference of
African society on 1st May, 1923, called Africa "the go-called
continent" and went further to say that 'the Africa that lies

beyond the Tropic of Cancer has a story that begins only with
modern times.'" It was the assertion of the professor that the
history of Africa was integral part of a wider story that of
the expansion of the European people. A.P. Newton was a pro-
fessor of Imperial History and was supposed to be an authority
on this subject. The makers of the schemes should therefore
be forgiven for any short-comings in the scheme since they
were not supposed to know as much as the learned professor.

Since the time A.P, Newton wrote his paper, things have

greatly changed. Much has now been written about Africa and
people have a better knowledge of Africa. Classificationists
are therefore now better placed to recast the provisions made
for Africana in the various schemes. Mr. Amankwe felt that

since Africana has been so poorly provided for in the standard
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classifications there should be a wholesale replacement of
classes and numbers. He then divided his paper under these
headings: Archaesology, History, Ethnology, Languages, Religion
and Geographical sub-divisions.
Archaeology: He did not write in great detail under this item
because the study of African Archaeology started only after the
2nd World War and most of the findings at the time were sketchy.
Accordingly, Mr,., Amankwe cautioned that it was too early to
attempt any classification of African archaeoclogy.
History: On the examination of the provisions of Africana in
the general schemes, Mr. Amankwe argques, one is made conscious
of the fact that as far as the professional historians are con-
cerned what happened in pre-colonial Africa was of minor conse-
quence. And even within the colonial period what mattered was
not what Africans were doing or what they inherited from the
past but what the Europeans, the colonialists, were doing and
the things they brought to Africa.

This must have accounted for the poor provisions for
African history in the general schemes. Very few numbers were
alleocated to African history in all the schemes. For example
Library of Congress Classification gave the same space to
Africa (DT) as it gave to Greece (DF). Even in Africa itself

the number allocated to each country is not proportionate.
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African history has been classified in a haphazard way.
While all the schemes agree that Africa be divided into regions
North, West, Central, East and South Africa, they do not agree
on the countries that comprise each region. Countries that
are close together were separated in the schemes,

Only Library of Congress Classification made some attempt
to sub-divide the general history of Africa into periods. Only
North Africa was well provided for in all the schemes because
of its proximity to Europe. Ethopia and South Africa were two
other areas that had historical sub-divisions. To classify the
history of Africa adequately, it will be necessary to recast
most of the schemes.

Ethnology: Mr. Amankwe said that the problem with Library of
Congress Classification is that one does not know whether to
classify in DT or GN, This is because there is no specifica-
tion in Library of Congress Classification as we have in Bliss
Classification,

Languages: Authorities of linguistics are yet to agree on the
division or groupings of African Languages., This is where the
general schemes went wrong. They seem to assume that there is
@ genus which is the African Languages which can be sub-divided
into species, e.g. Bantu. Each species can be further divided

into classes and sub-classes. They seem to be making provision
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for what they know very little about, He advised that in
Library of Congress Classification, PB~PH should be used for
African Language.
Religion: The use of the words "primitive" and "fetishism" to
describe African religion is not appropriate. The schemes were
made mainly for Christian religion and so very little provision
was made for African religions. BL 1000-BL 2699 in Library of
Congress Classification should be used for African religions.

Geographical Sub-division: The tables for Africa are very

difficult to use., Library of Congress Classification usually
mentions Lgypt and a few cther countries and then asks that
others be divided A/Z, The problem encountered while doing
this is much simpler tlian when one is using geographical tables
for Africa in schedule H.

To sum up, the author tried to show how inadequate the
general schemes are for classifying Africana and suggested that
money be found (possibly from a foundation) to commission a
group of people to sit down and work out a scheme for classify-
ing Africana.

Amankwe, Nwozo. Africa in the Standard Classification
11

Schemes, This article of Mr. amankwe is a revised edition of
the paper discussed above, which he presented at the seminar on

the cataloguing and classification of Africana held by the
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Institute of Librarianship, University of Ibadan, in 1966. In
this revised paper he amplified his earlier points about the
inadequacy of the standard classification schemes in classify-
ing Africana,.

He advocated that a body like the Standing Committee of
University Librarians in conjunction with UNESCO, the Central
Classification Committee and the Classification Research
Committee of the International Federation for Documentation
(FID) should be formed and assigned the responsibility of pro-
ducing a classification for Africana.

Armstrong, R.G. Cataloguing and Classification of African

kgggggggg.iz Armstrong suggests that the rapid growth of litera-
ture about Africa and especially about African languages, has
posed a large problem to cataloguers and classifiers. This is

so because when the great schemes were made very little was

known about Africa.

Armstrong said that nobody knows the exact number of
African languages. He feels that there will be about two thou-
sand different languages with about five dialects each in Africa.
It is also to be assumed that there are about five different
names by which a language can be known. One of these names can
be chosen as the standard one, All these will bring the number

to 22,000, He then suggested that for close classification we
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need about 25,000 categories and sub-categories of African
languages to be catered for in the classification schedule.

Africa is a continent with a great linguistic diversity
and it is very difficult to arrive at an agreed classification
of the languages, either genetic or typological. Armstrong
admits that Professor Greenberg has won many adherents but that
not all the experts agree with his classification. The Africana
Librarian is at a loss to know which classification to follow
since all experts have not agreed on a particular grouping, and
yet libraries cannot wait for experts to agree before they make
a scheme for classifying Africana languages,

A library classification that is too precise or too rigid,
Armstrong argues, will not achieve its aim. A good classifica-
tion is a scheme that is predictable both from the point of view
of the reader and classifier. A second good point for both the
classifier and the reader is that related materials are brought
together,

A library classification based on a complete and well
worked-out genetic classification of African languages will be
very useful, Dut this is not possible because, as mentioned
earlier, experts have different views about this classification.
Apparently geographical classification also has its own advanta-

ges, and it is possible to adopt broad, natural regions. The
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only problem here is that these are very difficult to define.
The present political boundaries would have been a good base
on which classificationists could work but nobody knows how
stable these political boundaries are going to be.

Armstrong concludes by suggesting a mixed system, whereby
languages are grouped under each geographical region of Africa,
with a break down of the languages within each region.

Dean, John. Library of Congress Modifications in the

Balme Library, University of Ghana.13 Mr. Dean said that he was

going to draw attention to two aspects of the modification of

the Library of Congress Classification carried out by the Balme
Library. The first was the modification of DT - History of
Africa schedule, which has been undergoing many variations since
the foundation of the library. The modifications were carried
out, among other things, to effect current changes in political
frontiers, The second aspect is the provision of a table of
geographical prefixes rendered necessary by the establishment

of a special collection of Africana in 1962.

Speaking on the first aspect Mr. Dean said that the modi-
fications were really a rationalization of the various local
amendments to the DT schedule which were introduced from time
to time. He agrees that there were deficiencies in the modifi-

cations since some of the decisions to modify were hastily taken.
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Even some decisions which were found to be right at the time of
decision might subsequently be found to be wrong due to later
developments, The library found it necessary to modify the
provision made for South Africa under former British terri-
tories. Places were made for Zambia, Malawi and Rhodesia.

Elaborating on the second aspect of the modification in
Balme library, Mr., Dean said that before the introduction of
geographical prefixes to classify Africana, the Balme integra-
ted all Africana with the general collection. Later the library
decided to separate Africana from the general collection. This
was necessitated by the fact that African studies were assuming
a new proppertion., 7To maximise the use of Africana materials
in the library, it was decided to bring all Africana materials
together with the exception of science and technology. Govern-
ment publications, irrespective of the subject content, were to
be classified with Africana.

A geographical table consisting of two letters notation
was devised, Each notation consisted of an upper case and a
lower case letter, He then gave an example of how the double
letter notation were being used. For example a book entitled

Tableau de la musique morocaine written by Alexis will be classi-

fied under Library of Congress Classification at ML 350. To

this classification number will be added the notation for
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Morocco which is Bb, It will then become Bb/ML 350. In this
way the library tried to bring books together in Library of
Congress Classification under either region or country.

Kotei, S.I.A, Some problems in Africana Library Classifi-

cation.l4 Libraries devoted entirely to Africana collections
encounter more difficulties in classifying them than libraries
with general collections containing few Africana documents.
Libraries of the latter group will only have to modify the
general scheme in use to accommodate their Africana, since the
existing standard classification schemeswill invariably meet
their needs. He said that the main problem was with the
libraries that come under the former group, and so the study
was going to test more rigorously the adequacy of standard
general schemes and to evaluate certain other general schemes
of classification that were designed specially for the use of
libraries devoted to African studies,

He said that to be able to do this effectively, one has
to enquire into the nature of African studies so that it will
be possible to discover, scientifically, criteria on which to
base any new schemes for Africana. He went on to say that all
scientific documentation thrives on specially designed classifi-
cation schemes, which are minute, precise, and analytical or, in

other words, schemes that are analytico-synthetic. For such a



34
scheme to be made for African studies it is necessary that
Africana should be synthetic or homogeneous. For convenience
it is necessary that librarians, documentalists and bibliogra-
phers regard African studies as a synthetic discipline with its
own unique pattern of facets. Students of African studies seem
to place more emphasis on the social sciences. They concentrate
more on politics, economics, education, law, sociology and the
behavioral sciences, leaving out the humanities. One may
therefore be tempted to define African studies in terms of the
social sciences but this is not possible because the exponents
themselves have not quite made up their minds on the subjects
that this study is made of. The whole question of the subjects
which African studies embrace is still in a state of flux. The
natural and applied sciences have all been considered in the
definition of Africana studies. But Kotei quotes a leading
Africanist, Professor K.,O0, Dike who saild in a paper entitled
'The importance of African studies' presented at the proceedings
of the first International Congress of Africanist in 1962, that
there was nothing peculiarly African in the study of geology,
botany biology, medicine, and zoology, although certain slants
were permissible and legitimate. This goes to prove that
African studies 1s yet more of a heterogenous discipline. If

this condition is accepted then the remedy will be to make a
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number of fragmented classification schemes that will create
for each area a group of related subjects without making an
attempt to establish a contiguous relationship among the various
subjects that make up African studies.

Ignoring all academic questions, and working on the assump-
tion that special schemes of classification are useful and nece-
ssary to African libraries, Kotei argues that the next step will
be to decide on appropriate theories of design to be adopted and
what categories of analysis are applicable to our kind of
material., B.C. Vickery rejected the general enumerative, in
favour of analytico-synthetic schemes of classification as the
most suitable for special subjects.

African libraries that followed very closely the schedules
for social sciences of general schemes, like the Dewey Decimal
classification, the Library of Congress Classification, the
Universal Decimal Classification and Bliss, did not bring the
most helpful order intc the arrangement of their materials.

For example in Dewey Decimal Classification (DC) and Universal
Decimal Classification (UDC), social sciences subjects are
scattered in at least eight classes. The provision ef main and
compound subjects is usually inadequate in the standard general
schemes. Kotei states that the Library of Congress Classifica-

tion and Bliss make adequate provision for established subjects,
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but not for new onas. Because of this, new disciplines which
are likely to evolve new concepts rapidly are not catered
for. For example, the schemes are not hospitable enough to
accommodate the following concepts that have surfaced in
Africana:

(1) The union between Tanganyika and Zanzibar.

(2) The defunct Ghana-Guinea-Mali union.

(3) The Organisation of African Unity.

Mr. Koteli said that of all the four standard schemes
Bliss is the best for classifying Africana. The great drawback
for the scheme was the provision of several alternative placings.

He then concluded that it is necessary to evolve a special
scheme that is exhaustive, and capable of arranging documents,
terms, ideas and concepts according to their natural order of
succession and association. Several special schemes in use in
some Africana libraries were also discussed.

Nitecki, Andre. African Studies in the Sevanties.15

Professor Nitecki edited the papers presented at a conference
on problems of classification for Africana held at the Univer-
sity of Ghana on the 22nd - 24th November, 1974.

Each of the writers described the state of the art of the
subject he was handling. In doing this they listed some of the

significant publications and research already done in their



37

respective areas. Places where research on African studies are

taking place were enumerated.

Professor N, Posnansky, writing on archaeology, and

Dr, A.,S. Duthie for the study of languages gave some guidelines

for the classification of their subject specializations.

Professor Posnansky divided archaeology into seven main

classes thus:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

General

Stone Age

Early Farming Communities

Iron Age

Historic Archaeology

Human Evolution and Human Biology
Miscellaneous archaeology and music,

prehistqric religion; funeral practices.

Each of the flyst six classes were further broken downe.

For example the genexal class was divided thus:

General:

(1) 1. General account, introduction to the subject,
history of archaeology in Africa.

(1) 2., Pgehistoric technologye.

(1) 3. Methods of research in the field and labora-

tory.
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(1) 4. Dating methods, viz. radiocarbon isotopic
dating, potassium ore for dating, fission
tract dating, dating by associated remains.

(1) 5. Environmental studies. Analysis of soil
sediments, palynology, climate and man,
man's effect on his environment.

(1) 6. Settlement studies.

(1) 7. The economic basis,

Dr, Duthie for his part gave an outline genetic classifica-
tion of the languages of Africa starting with the widest divisions.
This genetic classification was based on Greenberg's classifica-
tion of African languages.

Conclusion

All the writers of the literature surveyed are of the same
opinion that the Library of Congress classification is inadequate
for the classification of Africana collection.

To improve the situation they suggested the setting up of
national classification bodies or inviting International Organiza-
tions to lock into the possibilities of modifying the Library of
Congress scheme in such a way that it will make for close classi=-
fication of Africana materials.

One of the writers however feels that modified Library of
Congress scheme will only be useful in a library of general collec-

tion; for an Africana library a completely new scheme is necessary.
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HISTORY AND FEATURES
OoF

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CLASSIFICATION
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Library of Congress; History

The Library of Congress, the National Library of the
United States, came into being by an Act of Congress on 24th
April, 1800, The Library of Congress, as the name indicates,
began as the Library of the legislative body of the United
States and was situated on Capitol Hill. The first small
collection of about 740 books was ordered for the library by
Senator Samuel Dexter of Massachusetts. In 1802 another Act
was passed making provisions for the establishment of rules and
regulations for the smooth running of the library. The Presi-
dent was given the power to appoint the Librarian. The first
Librarian of the Congress was appointed by President Thomas
Jefferson on the 2%th January, 1802. He was John Beckley of
Virginia.

The Capitol was burnt down on 24th August, 1814 by the
British Army, Most of the books in the library were also burnt,
and to make up for the library books that were destroyed,
Congress decided to buy the personal collections of Thomas
Jefferson which he had offered to sell to Congress. To be able
to do this the Congress voted $23,950 for the purchasing of the
collection of about 7,000 volumes.

For about ninety-seven years the library was housed at the
Capitol in Washington. By 1896 it was found that the accommoda-

tion was inadequate for the collectians of the library, which
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had to move to a new building in 1897, The library was
beautifully built and had a large amount of space for its
collection, which at this time totalled about one and half
million books and other reading materials. The library was
adding about one hundred thousand volumes to its stock annually.

By 1974, the stock had increased very considerably: it
was then about 74,000,000 items. This did not include the
unbound newspapers and periodicals awaiting binding. The stock
was itemised as fOllOWS:i

(1) 16,761,198 Books and pamphlets.

(2) 106,027 Bound newspapers volumes,

(3) 31,498,669 Manuscripts,

(4) 3,531,304 Maps and views.

(5) 275,754 Reels and strips of microfilm.

(6) 202,552 Reels of film,

(7) 3,415,128 Volumes and pieces of music.

(8) 428,784 Gramophone records.

(9) 8,450,287 Photographic negatives, prints and slides.

(10) 174,610 Prints and drawings.

(11) 42,452 Posters.

(12) 1,294,811 Technical reports in hard copy.

Today the Library of Congress, with a stock of over

76,000,000 items, is one of the largest libraries in the world.
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It has a co-operative scheme with other bodies for acquiring
all the 'serious' material which is published in the world,
since by the enactment of Title II-C of the Higher Education
Act in 1965, the foundation was laild for "acquiring as far as
possible, all library materials currently published throughout
the world of value of scholarship.“2

The library also renders other national and international
services, It produces the Library of Congress printed cards,
which are standard catalogue cards with full cataloguing
information. The ILibrary of Congress and, usually, the Dewey
Decimal classmarks are included in the cards. The Library of
Congress also publishes the National Union Catalogue, which con-
tains the holdings of the Library of Congress and of other
major libraries in North America. By these publications it has
tried to standardise cataloguing practice, and has also made
cataloguing and classification cheaper and quicker. It has
greatly helped in the reducing of backlog in the cataloguing
departments in many libraries all over the world.

The use of MARC and 'Books in english' published by the
Library of Congress with the co-operation of British National
Bibliography, has greatly helped to enhance the popularity of

the Library of Congress Classification.
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Classification

At the inception of the Lihrary of Congress, the books
were classified by size. The books were grouped under five
headings: Folios, Quartos, Octavos, Duodecimos and Maps.

Under each heading the books were further arranged by the
accession numbers., This should not come as a surprise to any-
one because the Librarian, John Beckley had no library
experience and was at that time holding the office of clerk

to the House of Representatives. The holdings of the library
were very small: there were only about 964 volumes of books
and nine maps.

This system of classification had to be abandoned in 1812
when the books and other reading materials increased consider-
ably. By this time the collection had grown to about 3,076
books and 53 maps, charts and plans. The successor to John
Beckley, Partrick Macgruder, decided to introduce a new classi-
fication scheme with eighteen subject headings. Under each
heading books were arranged by size. The outline of the classi-
fication in use in 1812 was as follows:

(1) Sacred History;

(2) Ecclesiastical history;

(3) Civil history, including chronology, biogfaphy,

antiquities etc.
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(4) Geograph? and Topography; vbydges and travels;
(5) Law;
() Ethiés;:ﬁf the moral system in general; theology

and mythology;

T s
e o

(7) Logic, rhetoric and c¢riticiam; A RS
(8) Dictionaries; grammars and treatises on education;

{9) General and local politics; political economy, etc.;

-,

(10) Trade and Commerce;
(11) Military and naval tactics;

(12) Agriculture, rural economy etc.;'f7j

(13) Natural history; natural and experiental philosophy,

[
R
-

etcay i
(14) Medicine, surgegy, and chemistry;
(15] Poetry, and the_drama; works of fiction, wit etc.;
(161 Arts and séience,mand éiscellaneous literature;
(17) Gazettes; L 5513 el by
(18) Map, charts, Q?d plans.3 . o
As mentioﬁed éafiie;, Britisﬁ.gdldiers under the command
of General Ross burnt the Capitol in 1814, together with the
library which was being housed there. Congress then acquired
the private collection of former President Thomas Jefferson,

The Librarian of Congress, George Watterston, decided to conti-

nue the use of Jefferson's own classification for the collections
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of the Library of Congress. The Jefferson classification was
based on Bacon's philosophical classification, and was in forty-
four divisionse.

Under each division titles were arranged by alphabetical
order. This classification, with some few modifications, was
in use until the end of the century. The summary of the
Jefferson Classification Scheme as used by the Library of
Congress is as follows.4

(1) History, civil; ancient history.

(2) Modern history, foreign. Southern: general works,
Italy, Rome, Florence, Naples, Venice, Spain,
Portugal, France. Northern: General works, Lapland,
Russia, Poland, Hungary, Sweden, Denmark, Prussia,
Germany, Flanders, United Netherlands, Switzerland,
Geneva, Turkey, Asia, Africa.

(3) Modern history, British, Scotland, Ireland.

(4) Modern history, American, Ante-Revolutionary:
General, particular. Post-Revolutionary: General,
particular, Newspapers.

(5) History, ecclesiastical.

(6) History, Natural: physics, natural philosophy.

(7) Agriculture.

(8) Chemistry.

(9) Surgery.
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(10) Medicine.

(11) Natural history; Animals, Anatomy.

(12) Natural history: Animal Zoology.

(13) Natural history, Botany.

(14) Natural history, Mineralogy.

(15) History, Natural: Occupations of man, technical
artse

(16) Philosophy, moral: Ethics,

(1) moral philosophy
(2) 1law of nature and nations

(17) Religion.

(18) Jurisprudence: Equity.

(19) Jurisprudence.

(20) Jurisprudence: Law, merchant.

(21) Jurisprudence: Law, maritime.

(22) Jurisprudence: Law, ecclesiastical.

(23) Jurisprudence: Foreign Law.

(24) Politics: General theories of government, special
governments. Ancient, Modern. France: Monarchical,
revolutionary, imperial, her colonies. England:
Constitution, Parliament, dependencies. United
States: Colonial, Revolutiocnary, reconstituted,
States. Political economy: General, statistics,

commerce, finance.



(25)
(26)

(27)

(28)
(29)
(30)
(31)
(32)
(33)
(34)
(35)
(36)
(37)
(38)
(39)
(40)
(41)
(42)

(43)

(44)
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Mathematics, pure: Arithmetic,
Mathematics, pure: Geometry.
Physics mathematics; Mechanics,
dynamics, phonics, optics.

Astronomy.

statics,

Geography, general: Europe, Asia, Africa, America.

Fine Arts: Architecture.

Fine Artst Gardening, painting,
Fine Arts: Music,

Poetry, epic.

Romance, tales, fables.
Pastorals, odes, elegies, etc,
Didactic.

Tragedy.

Comedy

Dialogue, epistolary.

Logic, rhetoric, orations.
Criticism: Theory.

Criticism: Biblicgraphy.
Criticism, Languages, general,
Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanish,
English, Welsh,

Polygraphical.

sculpturing.

Polyglort, Oriental,

French, Northern,
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Before the turn of the century, the lihrary had become
dissatisfied with the Jefferson classification. It was felt
that the scheme was no longer adequate for the library's need.
The rate of acquisition of reading materials increased very
considerably and so a scheme was wanted which would provide
the minute classification that was required for a library
with a huge stocke The need for a new classification scheme
became even more apparent and urgent when the library moved to
the new library building in 1897,

The Librarian of Conoress, James Russell Young, commis-
sioned James C,H, Hanson and Charles Martel, the head of the
Cataloguing Division and the Chief Classifier respectively,
to look into the possibility of adapting one of the existing
classification schemes in the country for the use of the
Library of Congress, but with a more practicable and flexible
arrangement, But he warned that they must not favour any
existing classification which may disintegrate the general
collection of the library.

Three classification schemes were studied in great
detail: the Dewey Uecimal Classification, Cutter's Expansive
Classification and the Halle Schema. Each of these schemes
was taken in turn by Hanson and Martel and studied to see its
suitability for the Lilrary of Congress. The Dewey Decimal

classification struck their fancy, but they felt that they
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could not have it as it was in its entirety. They wanted to
modify it because Martel critised the scheme as a "system
bound up in and made to fit the notation, and not the notation
to fit the classification.“s

Melvil Dewey was approached to allow Hanson and Martel
to modify his scheme for the use of the Library of Conaress.
At this time over one hundred libraries were using DC in the
United States, and because of his belief in the principle of
"intergrity of numbers' Dewey refused the modification of his
classification scheme., After Dewey refused, Charles Cutter
was approached, and was found to be very helpful and coopera-
tive. He gave them the approval to modify his Expansive
Classification to meet the needs of their library. The
Expansive classification was therefore used as a guide and
model for the Library of Congress Classification. Cutter’s
main classes are given below side by side with the subsequent

Library of Congress Classification.

Cutter's Outline Library of Congress Outline
A General works A General works. Polygraphy
B Philosophy B Philosophy, Religion

BR QReligion
C Christianity C History-Auxiliary Sciences

D Historical Sciences D History and Topography
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Biography E

History F

Geography and travel G
Social Sciences H
Demotics, Sociology
Civics : J
Legislation K

Sciences and Arts L

Natural History M
Botany N
Zoology

Vertebrates P
Medicine Q
Useful Arts Techno- R
logy

Contractive Arts 3
Fabricatlive Acts T
Art of War U
Recreative Arts, v

Music

History-American (General) and
United States {(general).
History-United States (Locall
and America outside of United
States.

Geography, Anthropology

Sccial Sciences

Political Science
Law

Education

Music

Fine Arts

Language and Literature
Science

Medicine

Agriculture
Technology
Military Science

Naval BSclence
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W PFine Arts
X Language
¥ Literature

Z Boogk Arts

Z Bibliography and Library

Science

An examination of the two outlines will reveal many

similarities. DBoth schemes use the alphabets for the notation

of the main classes, but the Cutter 'Expansive” scheme used

all the 26 lettors of the alphabet while Library of Congress

Classification used only 21 letters. The subjects assigned to

each alphabets corresponded, with the following few exceptions:

Cutter
C Christianity
L Science and Arts
M Natural histery
N Botany
P Vertebrates
Q Medicine
R Useful Arts Techno-
logy
S Contractive Arts
T FFabricative Arts
V Recreative Arts

Music

Library of Congress Classification

c

L

M

T

History-~Auxiliary Sciences
Eduecation

Music

Fine Arcts

Language and Literatute
Science

Medicine

Agricul ture
Technology

Naval Science



54

The decision of Library of Congress to use Cutter's
scheme as a motdel for its own, enabled it to ralse Dewey
sub-classes representing subjects which were important to the
nature of its collection to main classes. For example,
Political Seience, Law and Education are all sub-~classes in
Dewey Decimal classification but they are main classes in
Library of Congress classification. This is possible because
while Library of Congress uses 21 letters for its main classes
Pewey has only ten main ¢lasses because of its use of Arabic

numerals,

The main Outline of Library of Congress Classification

The outline of the Library of Congress was published in
1904. The scheme is made up of twenty-one main classes as shown
above., The whole field of knowledge was divided into 20 main
classes with an extra class for general works, The letters
I1,0,W,X,Y. were not used., This was to make room for future
 additional main classes and also perhaps because I and O could
be confused with the numbers I and C.

The Library of Congress classification was the product of
team work. Specialists in each field of knowledge were given
different schedules to prepare. Each group of subject specia=-
lists in constructing schedules for their own subject or

subjects consulted bibliographies and other source materials
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and gome of the existing classification schemes. In doing
thls the librarians took into account the total collection,
and the denartmental subject arrangement of the library.

The total holdings of the library as at 1910 were arranged
on the shelves and this enabled classifiers/classificationists
to make places for each of the items on the shelves in the main
outline. It was as if the classifiers were dealing with a
fixed collection; and perhaps some of iis resent shortcomings,
especlally as far as Africa is concerned, resulted from this.

The schedule for each class was published separately with
its own separate gecgraphical divisions and index. One could
say that the schedules of the scheme taken separately could be
called special classifications for special libraries.

Cf the 21 classes of the Library of Congress, class 2,
which covers Bibliography and Library Sclence, was the first to
be developed. This was done to enable other subject specialists
to consult the class Z which contained references to bibliogra-
phies and some primary materials, This class was constructed
by Hanson. The outline of this scheme is given below side by
slde with Cutter's Expansive Classification class Z for compari-

S0Na

Cutter Library of Congress Classgificatlion

Z Book Arts Z DBibliography and Library Science



Production ZA-~ZK

ZA Authorship

2B Rhetoric

ZC Branches of Literature
ZD Writing: Paleography

ZE Manuscripts

ZF Shorthand, Stenography

Z2G Penmanship, Calligraphy

ZH Printing

ZI.2J Incunabula and
blockbooks

ZI Binding

Distribution ZL..2M

ZL Publishing and book
selling

Z¥ Book Buying

)
Storage and Use 2ZN--ZS

ZN Private Libraries

[

Z2P=28 Public Libraries
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4-8 History of books and book-making.

40-115 Writing.

4142 Autograph

4348 Calligraphy, Penmanship

45-51 Typewriting

53=100 Shorthand

105-115

116-550

116~265

266=-275

278-550

551=-661

665997

Paleography

Book Industry and trade

Printing

Binding

Publishing and bookselling
Copyright. Intellectual

property.

Libraries and Library

Science

1001-8999 Bibliography
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Description and use £T.Z2

ZT Publications
ZT Bibliography in general
ZV Anonymous and Pseudonymous 1041-1107 Anonyms and Fseudonyms
ZW Subject and class 1201-4941 National Bibliography

Bibliographies 5051-7999 Personal bibliography
2Y¥ Literary History
22 Sglection of reading

There is a great similarity between the Z outlines of

Cutter and Idibrary of Congress Classification. The Library of
Congress Classificationists dropped the second of the double
letters in ZALZZ and instead used a single letter plus Arabic
numerals, Classes 2, £ and ¥, the first to be constructed were
the only ones which did not use double letters. They alsao
nodified some of Cutter's terminology. For example instead of
using 'Book Artst the Library of Congress classification used
the term “Bibliography and Library Science.™

Main Features of Library of Congress Classification Schedules

The format of each of the schedules is very similar. The
following information is usually given in each schedule, in this
order:

(1) The Preface
This is a short note giving a very brief history of the

schedule., The note alsc contains a few remarks about the scope
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of the schedule.
{(2) The Synopsis
This consists of a list of all the double letter notation
which appears in the schedule together with its meaning, e.g.:
D History (General} Europe (General)
DA Great Britain, England, Wales, 5cotland, Ireland.
DB Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
DC France
DD Germany
DE Mediterranean Region. Greco-Roman World
DF OGreece
DG Italy
DH=-DJ Netherlands (Low Countries), Belgium, Luxemburg,
Netherlands {(Holland)
DK Russia, Yeland, ¥Finland, Russia in Asia.
DL  Spain, Portugal
DP LEastern Europe, Balkan Penisula, Bulgaria,
Rumania Yugoslavia, Albania, Turkey.
D3 Asia, Southwestern Asia (The near East) Southern Asia,
Eastern Asia (South Eagtern Asia, the Far East]).
DT Africa
North Africa

Central Africa
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Bast Africa
West Africa
South Africa
DU  Oceania, Australia, New Zealand, Islands of the
Pacific
DX Gypies

{3) The Cutline

The synopsis is immediately followed by a detalled
outline for the schedule. The outline is usually more detailed
thap the synopsis, The Synopsis gives the subdivision in a main
class while the outline is a breakdown of the subdivisions shown
in the synopsis.

{4) The Schedule

These are main classification tables for the subject
class, It is a further break down of the outline and so it is
very comprehensive,

(5) Auxiliary Tables

As the name signifies, these are tables which are added
to the classification schedules for more detailed classification,
These tables may be found within the schedule or at the end of
it. There are five different types of auxiliary tables.

(1) Form Tables

(2) Geographical Tables
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(3) Chronological tables
(4) Subject subdivision tables
(5) Combination tables.
(6) Index
This is a relative index attached to most of the classes.
The fullness of the index varies from class to class. Some of
the topics in the index include geographical entries, names of
persons when used as subjects, references from different forms
of names and names of battles. Some entries taken from class D
are given below:
Africa
General: DT 1-38
Antiquities: DT 13
Roman: DG 59.,A4
Biography: DT 18
Colonies: DT 31-38
Description and travel: DT 7.12.2
Ethnography: DT 15-16
Exploration, History of: DT 3
History: DT 17-38
Partition of Africa: DT 31-37
World War I: D 575-576, D 651.A4

World War II: D 754.,A34, D 766.,8-99
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There are no common tables of sub-division in the
Library of Congress classification which can be applied through-
out the scheme like the table of 5tandard sub-divisions and
Area tables in Dewey Decimal c¢lassification. Even the geogra-
phical tables in Library of Congress classification vary with
the subject. Instead of common tables, there seems to be a
general order of form divisions which one can often perceive in
main classes and subwclasses, This general arrangement seems
tc take the following pattern:

(1) General form divisions, namely, Periodicals,

Socletlies, Collections, Dictionaries ete.

{2} Theory, Philosophy

(3) History

(4) Treatlses

{5) Law, Regulations, state relations

(6} Study and teaching

(7) Special subjects and sub~divisions of subjects.

This sequence may not however, always be adhered to. FEven
where the scequence is constant the numbers used for any particu-
lar subject will not be the same, since the amount of places
given to a subject depends upon its impertance to the collection

at the time when the schedules were made.



62
Notation
The Library of Congress uses a mixed notation of letters
and Arabic numcrals. Single capital letters are used for main
classes and in most cases, double letters for subwclasses.
For example the letter D stands for History, and DT for African
History. The Arabic numerals are for sub-divisions: they are
used as integral numbers, in the normal sequence, 1-9992.
- The notation is fairly hospitable. Apart from the letters
' I,0,W,X and ¥ which are not used, possibly for future expansion,
some gaps are left which could be used when the need arises in
the Future. The decimal point can be introduced to build up
& new number. For example if the number for Nigeria is
DT 5005, Bendel State DT 5006, and Rivers S5tate DT 5007, and
a new state, Delta State, is carved ocut of DBendel S5State, a new
number could be gilven te Delta State thus:
T 5005 Nigeria
5006 Bendel State
500645 Delta State
5007 Rivers State
New numbers can also be built by the alphabetical order
device to introduce unspecified or unforeseen topics. For
example DT 5008 could stand for Ondo State of Nigeria while

its cities could be divided, A-Z.
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DT 5003 Nigeria
5008 Ondo State
5009 Cities A/2

€egas Akure .A§
Emure «ES
Ondo «06
Conclusion
On the whole the Library of Congress scheme works well
and this is borne out by the number of libraries that are
using it all over the world. In the United States over 300
universities, special and governmental libraries are using 1t,
and some libraries whic¢h were previously using Dewey Decimal
Classification are now reclassifying by Library of Congress
' Classification. In Nigeria, Ahmadu Bello University and
University of Ibadan libraries which used to classify their
¢collections by Bliss have now changed to Library of Congress.
’Ahmadu Bello University started reclassification of its stock
in 1967 and completed it in 1970, Ibadan Unilversity lihrary
started classifying by Library of Congress scheme in 1976, but
“only the library's current stock is being classified by the
scheme for the moment, All the cther University libraries in
Nigeria used Library of Congress to classify their collections

from their inception except for Benin Universlity library which
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has announced its intention to change from Universal Decimal
Classification (UDC) to Library of Congress in the near future,
In the next chapter, I shall congider how suitable the
Library «f Congress Classification is as a scheme for dealing
with the Africana collections in which Nigerlan university

libraries speclialise.



(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

65

FOOTNOTES

bLncyclopedia for Library and Information Science, vol.15

Pe 19,

Ibid,

Pe 65,

Immroth, John Phillipe. A guide to the [ibrary of Congress
Classification, Rochester, Libraries Unlimited, 1968,

pe 11-12,
Ibic. Ppe13.
Ibide Ppelde.
Ibide pe 17.




66

CHAPTER 3

ACCOMMODATION OF LC SCHEDULES

FOR
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In this chapter the Library of Congress classification
is to be critically examined to see how adequate the scheme
is for classifying African materials. To do this the schedules
of the subjects mentioned in chapter 1 will be taken in turn as
appropriate, examined and discussed under the following headings:

(1) Adegquacy of sllocation of places.

(2} The division of Africa into areas of colonial

influence and the use of A~Z division.

{3} Emphasis on Western or American topics.

(4) The use of derogatory terms and racist bias.

(5) The non=-provision of historical periods in c¢lass DT,
To avoid repetition only a few examples will be given in each
COs5e,

In evaluating this scheme one is aware that it was made
for the use of the Library of Congress only; that it is
universally used today is only an accident. The scheme was
heavily tied to the stock of the Congress at the time it was
made, and additions and changes made depended on the acquisi-
tion of new materials by the library. In additjion to this is
the fact that at the inception of the scheme, very little was
known about Africa, Written documents on Africa were very few
and scanty, with the exception of North Africa which had early

contact with the Zuropeans. The boundaries of some African
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countries were ill defined and unstable. These reasons will

therefore mitigate against the makers of this scheme,

(1} ALLOCATION OF PLACES FOR AFRICANA

Philosophy (General) B

Under thiz class no mention is made of any country ln
Africa wilth the exception of Egypt which is listed under
Orjiental countries (History and systems). B140-B143 are
assigned to Egypt under Ancient Egypt.

In the part of the schedule dealing with modern times,
no African country is mentioned and Africa itself is not even
listed, The only convenlent place to classify Africana
materials in this subject are B4693 and B4695 which are given
in the schedule as follows:

Other countries.

That is, countries not classed in

B121-45691.
4893 Individual countries, A~Z,
4695 Individual philosophers, A-~Z.

Jordan, Rudolf,
History D
3chedule D of the Library of Congress covers the history
of the entire world with the exception of America. The first

bias to be noticed in the scheme is that while schedule D is



gliven to all the countries of the world, the continent of
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America has two main classes E and F.

The continent of Africa is assigned sub-class DT.

anomaly of this will be found on close examination of the

synopsis:
D

DA

DB
bc
DD
DE
DF
DG

DH

DJ
DK

DL

DFP
DQ

DR

History (General) Europe {(General)
Great Britaln

England, Wales. Scotland, Ireland.
Austria. Czechoslovakia. Hungary.
France
Germany
Mediterranean Region. Greco-Roman World.,
Greece
JTtaly
Netherlands. (Low Countries)

Belgium and Netherlands (Holland),
Netherlands. (Holland)
Russia. Poland., Russia in Asia.
Scandinaviae.

Penmark. JIceland. Norway. Sweden,
Spain. Portugal.

Switzerland,.

Eastern EBurope. Balakan Penlsula. Bulgaria

Rumania. Yugoslavia. Albania. Turkey.

The
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DS Asia
Southwestern, (South Eastern Asia
The Far East)
DT Africa
North Africa
Central Africa
East Africa
West Africa
South Africa
DU Oceania
Australia. New Zealand.,
Islands of the Pacific

DX Gypsies

The continent of Africa is treated on the same footing
as most countries of Europe. Countries like Great Britain DA,
France DC, Germany DD and Italy DG are each given a sub-class
like the whole of Africa, DT,

In the treatment of Africa many countries are not
proportionately covereds, The countries in the North of the
continent and South Africa are hetter treated than countries
in other parts of Africa. The following table will show this
clearly:

North Africa 308 (DT 39=346)
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Central Africa 14 (DT 351-364)
East Africa 105 (DT 365-469)
West Africa 201 (DT 471-671)
South Africa 295 (DT 701-995)

The early contact of the Whites with Egypt together with
other Northern countriles, and with South Africa may account for
the fact that these areas have received better treatment in the
hands of the makers of the DT schedule. |

The numbers assigned to most countries in Africa are not
suffi@ient for classifying their history. The numbers assigned

to some representative countries in Africa are listed below:

Bgypt and Sudan 112 (DT 43-154)
Libya 29 (DT 211-239)
Tunisia 29 (DT 241-269)
Algeria 29 (DT 271-299)
Moroceo 30 (DT 301~33Q0)
Ethiopia and Eiitrea 28 (DT 371-398)
Somali 20 (DT 401-420)
Tanzania 14 (DT 436-449)
.Mozambique 15 {DT 451=465)
Ghana 4 (DT 507.510-512)
Nigeria 3 (DT 513-515)

Sierra Leone 3 (DT 516-518)



72

Benin (Dahomey) 1 (DT 541)
Guinea 1 (DT 543)
Senegal 1 {DT 549)
Cameroons 21 (DT 561-581)
Togo 1 (DT 582)
Angola 1 (DT 611)

Zaire (Congo Kinshasal) 25 (DT 641-665)

It is clear that the numbers shown above against each
country are quite inadequate for classifying the history of
the countries concerned. Countries like Benin {(Dahomey), Togo
and S5enegal are assigned only one Library of Congress class
number. Some countries like Upper Volta, Cape Verde Island,
Gabon and Chad Republic are not even deemed sufficiently
important to gualify for a number each. For example Gabon and

Chad Republic are classified under French Equatcorial Africa

thus:
546 FPrench Equatorial Africa (Congo)
ol Gabon (Gaboom, Gabum)
a2 Middie Congeo
“@r 3 Ukangi~Shari
odk Chad (Tchad)

One other point te mention is the treatment of Nigeria

and Ghana. Nigeria, the most populous country in the whole
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of Africa, has only three numbers.,

DT
513 Lagos
513 Nigeria
Ilorin, Benin, Bornu etc,
516 Sierra Leona
518 Other regions, Cities, etc, A-2

+H3 Hausa
Region occupied by Hausa tribe
«12 Tbadan

One will observe some misunderstanding on the part of
the makers of this schedule, Lagos comes before Nigeria as
if they are two different countries or that Nigeria is in
Lagos, and instead of the other way round. Sierra Lecne is
put between Nigeria, and cities and tribes in Nigeria,.
Perhaps it was thought that Sierra Leone was part of Nigeria.

Hausa is placed at DT 518.H3 under other regions and
cities as if Hausa is a region or city. One can also mistake
Ibadan as the region occupied by the Hausa tribe.,

The schedule for Nigeria has now been altered following
recent additions and changes in the schedule. The new gutline
is as follows:

DT

5113 Yorubaland. Yoruba,
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DT
515 Nigeria.
Ilorin. Beniln, Bornu. Lagos.
Even with the addition and changes not much improvement

has been made. Nigeria has only two numbers {DT 513 and (515).
Yorubaland and Yoruba come before Nigeria as if MNigeria is
inside Yorubaland, The anomaly of placing Sierra Leone between
Nigeria and Nigerian cities and tribes has however, been removed.
It 1is an understatement to say that two numbers are inadequate
for classifying the entire history of Nigeria.

Ghana is assigned only four Library of Congress numbers:

pT
507 Ashanti )
509 Gambla
510 Ghana (Gold Coast)
General Works
+A1 periodicals. Societies
History
511 Barly teo 1957
512 Republic, 1957

The Republic of Gambia is placed between Ashanti and e
Ghana as if Gambia 1s part of Ashanti or that Ashanti is a

different country from Ghana. Ashantl comes before CGhana as
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1f Ghana is in Ashanti. Elsewhere, the Republic of Sudan is
treated as if it is part of Egypt for bhoth of them are treated
together under LT 43154, Many such animalies abound in
schedule VT,

What has been saild about Nigeria and Ghana could be said
for most, if not all, of the countries of Africa. DT is
incontestably inadequate for classifying the history of Africa.

To put the record straight it is necessary to say that
ohe i1s aware that Lages and Ashanti were once administered
separately as Independent British colonies, By the time this
schedule was revised in 1959 however, the positicon had already
changed and one would have thought that the new situation would
have been shown in the revised schedule, especially when one
netes that the attainment of independence of Ghana in 1957 was

indicated,

Geography. Anthropology. G

The treatment given to Africa in relationship with number
allocation in this schedule on the whole, is inadequate for
classifying African materials. For example under Physical

Geography GB 111-397, four numbers are given to North Africa

and three numbers to Northeast Africa while two numbers each
are given to South Africa and East Africa. Central Africa, and

the Islands have one number each while Wast Africa has four

3
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numbers. Apart from Egypt and Ethiopia, individual countries
are not mentioned. Ccountries in 3 particular region are to be
divided A/2, At the time the scheme was made it is possible
that the materials available were hased purely on regional
considerationss This however has changed., Most written
materials of physical geography are based more on national
boundaries than on regional boundaries. This schedule will
therefore be inadequate for classifying physical geography at
the present time. Another good example from this schedule is

h\
Houses and Dwellings (DT 201-485). Under this heading Africa

is given four numbers, out of which Eqypt alone has two numbers,
Of the remaining two numbers, Africa as a unit has one and all

the other countries have one number!

GT
373 Africa
375~-376 Egypt
377 Other divisions A/Z

These numbers are too few for classifying African materials
that are available on this topic, It will be necesgsary o divide
Africa into natlonal boundaries and to allocate specific numbers
to each country as is done with American and European countries
if detailed classification for this subject is to be achieved.

The same inadequacy can also be mentioned for folklore
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where only three numbkers are given to Africa. Other areas
where inadequacles occur in this schedule are Dress and
Customs: GT (500-2370) and customs relative to private life
(GT 2420-~3390).

Social Sciences (H}

Statistic s“_(HA)

I

The Library cf Congress classification does not properly
take care of this subject as far as Africa is concerned. or
example under *General Special', only the United States is
mentioned under HA 39, Again under 'Universal Statistics!

HA 155=173, a number is given to the United States and to each
country of EBurope while all African and Asian countries are to
be classified under one number HA 173.

This discrepancy is even more pronounced under HA 175-4010,
The United 3tates is given HA 195-730, and each state has about
seven numbears. The continent of EBurope is given HA 1107=1759
and each country is given a number. In the case of the conti-
nent of Africa only very few numbers are given, HA 1951-2275,
and with the exception of Sierra Leone, Bgypt, Algeria, Tunis,
Congo, Liberia and Morocco, individual countries are not men-
tioned.

At the time the scheme was first made it is possible that

there were no materials on this subject from the countries that
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were not mentioned. This situation must have changed, however,
when the third edition was made in 1950, especially in countries
like Nigeria, Chana and South Africa where literacy and research
activities in the social sciences have greatly increased since
the beginning of this century.

Economic HNistory (HB)

The treatment of Africa under economic history is similar
to that of statistics (HA). Under individual countries,
HB 101-129, Africa is not even mentioned, let alone any indivi-
dual African countries. A place for continents or countries
not specifically mentioned in the schedule is not provided.
No place is therefore given for the history of economics as it
affects Africa and individual countries of Africa.

The same also applies to 'Economic history and conditions',
HC 95-1695. For example under this heading no country in
Africa is mentioned except Egypt. This is in contrast to
Europe where most of the countries are mentioned.

Economic history: Land (HD 101-1730), public finance:
(HJ), and sociology (HM-HX) are some of the other areas of the
social sciences (H) which are poorly provided for in the scheme
since the nunbers allocated to them are too few for detailed

classification which is highly desirable in this subject.
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Political fSciences J

Constitutional History and Administration JK - JQ

The Library of Congress c¢lassification understandably
gives a very wide coverage for the classification of this
subject as it affects America. A whole sub-clags JK 1~9993,
covering 39 pages, is allocated to the United States alone.

The schedule is very detailed to make for close classification.

Sub-class JL 1-3899 is set aside for other parts of
America, while subwclass JN 101-8799, covering 84 pages, is
reserved entirely for the countries of Zurcpe.

The continents of Asia, Africa and Australia were grouped
together under sub-class JC 200-6651, The numbers allocated
to these three contlinents are just about a third of that of the
United States,

Africa is sparingly treated: JQ 1%00-3981, is allocated
to it. & country like Sweden has better treatment than the
whole continent of Africa. ,

At the tine this schedule was first designed in 1910
there was only a limited literature available on this subject
for Africa. This must have accounted for the few numbers which
were allocated to the continent. But since the 2nd edition
came in 1924, a lot has been written on this subject in and

outside Africa, partly because of nationalist activities in
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Africa culminating in independence for African countries., One
would have expected these developments to appear in the addi-~
tlons and changes, but very little has been done in this area.

Local Government — Africa (JS)

The schedule for Africa is inadequate for classifying
African materialss A total of 289 numbers is assigned to
Africa (JS 7531-.7315). Of these 105 numbers are given to
South Africa (J% 7531-7635) and 40 to Egypt (J3 7761-7790).
This shows that apart from the fact that the numbers given to
Africa are inadgquate, the few numbers are not distributed
proportionatelys. All former British colonies with the excep-
tion of South Africa are teo be classified under one number,
This means that countries like Nigeria, Ghana, Gambia, Sierra
Leone, Kenya, Zambia, Tanzania and a host of others are to be
classified under J3 7649, All former colenies of Germany,
Italy, Spain were given one number each.

This is not the ?se with Burope, to which a total of
1106 eclass numbers are assigned, Compare this with Africa
with 83 numbers, France alone has 490 numbers which is more
than five times those for Africa. Unlike in Africa where very
few countries with their main cities and towns are given.

It may be necessary to mention again here that one is

aware that at the time the 3cheme was made there was not much
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literature on this subject in respect of Africa, which must
have accounted Tor the poor treatment of the continent. In
recent additions and c¢hanges there has been an improvement on
this schedule for Africa. For example under former British

possessions the following countries are listed under West

Africa.
Js
7653 West Africa
7654 Gambia
7655 Ghana (Gold Coast)
7656 Nigeria
7657 Sierra Leone
7658 Other A/Z,

This is great improvement on the scheme, But for a
detailed classification it is stil) necessary for each country
to be broken down into its various local government divisions.

Education L

History of’kducation LA 201-2270

The treatment given to Africa under this subject is very
inadequate. PFew African countries were deemed sufficiently
important to warrant beilng mentioned in the scheme: countries
like Nigeria, Ghana, and Sierra Leone are given no mention.

»
This is unlike the treatment given to Europe and the
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United States: each country in Europe is mentioned and given
elaborate treatment. The United States is well catered for;
apart from the detailed classification used for the whole
country generally, eac¢h separate state is given 3 numbers each
for classifying the history of its education:

Scheool Administration and Organization LB 2801-3095

LB Africa
2967-2968 Egypt
2969--2970 British possassions
207129172 French possessions
2973.2974 German possessions (Pormer)
2975=2976 Portuguese possessions
2977 Other divisions of Africa, A=Z,

With the exception of Egypt no individual country of
Africa is mentioned. Sach area, with the exception of the last
one with one number, is given 2 numbers. TwD numbkers to clase
sify all the countries that make up each of these divisions 1s
very inadequate, P »

The treatment of the education of women LC 1751-2571 is
similar to that discussed in the preceding section. Africa,
Egypt, and British 5frica are given 8 numbers each while French
Africa, German Africa, Italian Africa, Portuguese Africa and

other divisions are given one number each.
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Egggvidual Institutions: LD=LG

The whole of sub-class LD, about 7486 numbers (LD 15~
7501), is allocated to the United States alone. Sub-class LE
is assigned to Canada and other countries of America except
the United States, LI covers & pages with 76 numbers (LE 3-78.
Great Britain and other countries of Burope are assigned the
sub=class LI, This covers 1% pages with 5458 numbers (LF 20~
5477). Great Britain alone takes 7 pages with about 1238
numbers (LI 20=1257). |

Three continents, Asia, Austrialia and New Zealand, and
Africa are given sube~class LG, This covers & pages with about
941 numbers, (LG 21-961). Africa as a whole covers two pages
with about 280 numbers (LG 401-681), Of these numbers only
about S0 are actually used,

The scheme is grossly inadequate for classifying indivi-
dual institutions in Africa. Por example, under British West
Africa only three institutions are mentioned: ourah Bay
College, Freetown, Sierra‘Leone, Lagos Training College and
Industrial Institule Lagd’s, and Prince of Wales' College and
School, Achimota, Ghanas The University of Ibadan which wasg
founded in 1948 is not included. It should be remembered that
the 3rd edition of class L was published in 1951. The situa~

tion seems te have improved a little in case of Nigeria, for
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in the recent additions and changes, four institutions in

Nigeria are listed:

Ife University

Lagos University

Nigeria University, Nsukka

Nigeria Ahmadu Bello University, 2aria.

The University of Ibadan was able to find a place in the scheme
in a later additions and changes,

Language and Literature P

African Language and Literature PL

I have set out the synopsis of class P below so that one
can see very clearly the way the class is divided inteo sub.-
classes and a language or languages assigned to each sub-class:

Philolkogy and Linguistic P-PM

P Comparative philology. Linguistics
Indo-~Curopean comparative philologye.
LCxtinct languages of doubtful relationship.
PA Classigal philology and literature
PB  Modekn leﬁguages. General, Celtic
PC Romanic
PD~PF Germanic
FD | General. Gothic. Scadinavian

ex P

PP Dutch, PFrieszlan, German

English
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PG Slavic. Dalta=S5Slovic. Albanian
PH TFinnish., Hungarian. Basque
PJ-PL Oriental

PJ General. Hamitic. Semitic

PK Indo~Iranian. Indo-Aryan. Armenian-Caucasian

PL Attaic, Eastern Asia. Oceanica. Africa.

PM Hyperborean. Indian. Artificial Languages.
Sub-class FL is allocated to the languages of Eastern Asia,
Oceania and Africa. The African Languages cover PL 8000-8845.
The numbers allocated to Africa are inadequate for detailed
classification of the thousands of African languages and their
literatures, Many important Nigerian languages are omitted from
the schedule., For exanple, Bini, Ibibio, Idoma, Igala, Igede,
Igbira, Ijaw, Itsekiri, Ora and Urhobo languages are omitted,
and the same may have happened to other African countries. All
the languages are arranged in one alphabetical sequence, each
language being assigncd one number. One is expected to classify
all the books and other graphic materials, dealing with the
language and 1iﬁfrature of a particular language under one

number., This will not make for very close classification.

African Literature in Suropean Languages

Thcéei;s no adequate provision for African literature

written in opean languages. The works of Nigerian authors
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written in English are classified along side English literature
(PR}, African works in French are classified with French at PQ.
Similarly African works in German, Portuguese and Itallan are
classified with the literatures of these countries, The numbers
allocated to African literature in these Buropean languages are
;not adequate for classifying this literature. French (PQ 3980~
3989) and Portuguese (PQ 9900-9509) have ten places each while
English (PR 9800-2897) and Italian {(PQ 5975-5976) have 98 and

2 places respectively for classifying African literature.

It is with these few numbers that all the literary forms,
poetry, drama, prose,history and criticism and collections will
be classified. For close classification these literary forms
would still need period divisions. It will therefore bhe seen
that the scheme is very inadequate for the classification of

African literature written in European languages,

(2) COLOMIAL SUB~DIVISION OF AFRICA AND ALPHARLTICAL DIVISION

At the Berlin Conference of 1885 Africa was partitioned

among the ﬁuronéan countries that were scrambling for colonies

e,

LR i S
in Africa at that time; Africa was seen as a possession of these

European countries. It ig therefore understandable that when
the Lil'-ry of Congress scheme was made in about 1910, the
classf "icationists only saw Africa as a possession of foreign

powers and this was reflected in the scheme especially in
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schedules G (Geography and Anthropeology), H (Social Sciences)
J (Political Science) and L (Education).

One may ask if it was not possible to make a scheme for
these subjects without bringing the idea whether a country was
a colony or not., The answer will be that it is quite possible
to make a scheme for these subjects regardless of the political
status of the country or countries involved, and in fact this
was what Dewey did, But one has to understand the philosophy
behind the Library of Congress classification to see the
rationale behind their action. The classification was made
with their collection in view. At that point in time most of
the writings were on the possessions of individual countries.
Writers wrote on the possessions of the British or French and
not on individual countries as such. This may have accounted
for the division into spheres of European influence in the
Library of Congress scheme.

This said, let us see the implication of the method to

.

the classifier and the library user by giving some examples

from scheduldaH(Social Sciences).

Statistics HA 5-4010
1

tistics for individual countries, Africa was

Under s

div‘red according to EBuropean possessions. The schedule of



HA
1951-1960
1961—19?9

1971-1980
¥

198 '1;990

1991-2000
2001-2010

2011-2020
2021-2030
2031-2040
2041-2060
2061-2C70

2071-2080

2081-2090
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Africa given below will explain this.

Africa

Abyssinia, Ethiopia.
British Africa
Include under HA 1977-1978 special
regions and places not elsewhere
provided for Cf HA 2121-2160, former
‘Ferman Africa 2191-2200, Orange Free
State. 2221-2230 - Transvaal.
Cape of Good Hope (Cape Colony)
Union of South Africa
British East Africa
Hatal J
Orange Free State, see HA 2191-2200
Sierra Leone
Transvaal, see HA 2221-2230 (Congo)
Congo Free State. Belgian
Kongo (Congo)
Egypt
French Africa
Algeria and Tunis

Kongo (Congo)



HA
20912100
2101-2110
2111-2120

2121-2138

2‘131—2‘141
2141-215

2151-2 16‘?’

21612170
2171-2180
2181—2;90

2191=2200

2201-2205
2206-2210
2211-2215
2221-2230

2231-2240

2241-2250

2275

a9

Madagascar
West Africa
Other
German Africa {(Former)
East
Kamerun (Camerocens)
Scuthwest
Italian Africaj Eritrea, Somalia
Liberia
Morocto
Orange Free State (Orange Free State)
{Orange River Colony}
Portuguese Africa
East
West
Transvaal {(South African Republic)
Spanish Africa
Include under HA 2237-2238 special
regions {(except Canaries), places etc.
Canaries.

Other African countries, etc, A-Z.

The library clasifier wants to classify books in the areas

where he feels his readers will likely look for the materials.
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The library usersg on their part would wish to see all related
materials near to each other. But this will not be possible
in the use of this schedule. This is because the continent of
Africa was divided into areas of European influence, thereby
scattering materJals related geographically.

For exampl% Semali (Somaliland) is classified at
HA 2161--2170 under Italian Africa while a very close neighbour
Ethiopia is claséifiad under HA 1961«1970., Eritrea which is
now part of Ethio;%f is classified under Italian Africa at
HA 21861-2170 why‘%’Ethiopia is classified separately at
HA 1961~1970, .7

Economic Histor and Conditions HC 95-1695

GCther eyamples can be seen from the outline given below:

HC
501-505 Africa
511=520 British possessions . \
517 Local, A-Z
2.gs R4 Rhodesia
«S57 South Africa

513-540 Egypt (Modern)

CF HC 33, Ancient Egypt
541=530 French possessions

551-550 German possessions (former)
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571-575 Spanish possessions
576-580 Portuguese poessessions
591 Other African countries, A-Z2

€.J. A3 Abyssynia

Ethiopia
y +C3 Central Africa
L6 Liberia
Y

«MB8 Morocco
’ «52 Sahara
Countries werwv grouped together under their old coleonial

masters; for ex countries like Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra

Leone, Gambia, y Tanzania, Sudan, South Africa and many

more were classi d under HC 511-520 just because they were
once under the ish government. This is the same major
flaw here: materi from the same area will be scattered.
For example, Niger. a» and Benin are very close neighbours and
people would think books on these two countries will be near
to each other,

But the Library of Congress classification will not allow
this because Nigeria will be classified under HC 511-520 with
other British possessions in different parts of Africa while

Benin will be classified under HC 541-550 with other French

possessions in different parts of Africa.
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The Library of Coﬁgress classification schedule for
Social Sciences (H) is now in its third edition (1950) and
one would have thought that the political changes which took
place before the publication of this edition would have been
reflected in the sck’&dule. For example since the end of the
First World War, tha Germans no longer had colcnies in Africa.
This is not well staled in the scheme, HC 551~560 is given to
former Germarn possesglon and HT 591 ig given to other countries
of Africa, The problem with this system iz whether to classify
a former German (or indead French, British etc.) possession at
its old place or to put it instead under HC 591 for “ether
countries.

The recent additions and changes have not made much
improvement, They have however removed the difficulty of
classifying former colonies, for they stated that former
coleonies which have received their independence are to he
classified according to their colonial status. This looks
like an ascapist way of dealing with the situation. A complete
modification is needed to reflect the present political posi-
tion of Africa, This will also end the scattering of related
materials ia the scheme.

Another way in which related materials are sometimes

R A PR

scattered in the scahme is the use of alphabetical division,
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(A-Z2). For example in schedule G under Folklore (GR) we have:

GR
250 Africa
355 - Egypt
360 ’ Other countries and tribes, A-Z.
/ €ege +A5  Angola
;w) «B2 Bantu
\5 «BE9 Bushman
/ .K2 Kaffer

«M2 Madagascar
«M6 Morocco
1 NS Nigeria
«&3 Zanzibar
Materials on Nigeria <lassified at GR 360.,N5 will be separated
from those of tha lepublic of Benin {a clese neighbour}, which
will be classified at GR 360.B4; anot-'er example is that of
Angola and Zaire which materials are glassified at GR 360.A5
and GR 360,Z21. Similar examples abound throughiout the whole
scheme.
One more point to mention about the use of alphabetical
division, is the confusing way in which the schedules combine
names of tribes and races with those of countries or regions

or nationallitles, which may thus lead to cross-¢lassification.
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For example while Nigerla is classiflied at GR 360.N5, tribes
in Nigeria (like Fulanis at GR 360,.F9) will be classified at

different places.

(3) EMPHASIS O WESTERN AND AMERICAN TOPICS
Religion ‘

Christianity is given very wide coverage in schedule
B part 2. (BL-EX), ’Ft takes well over three-quarters of the
whole schedule for religion. ©Of the eight sub-Classes given
to religion, the Chriktian religicn alone has five sub-classes
as follows?
BR Christianity
BS The Bible | }
BT Doctrinal theology
BV  Practical theology
BX Denominatlions and sects
Next to Christianity in importance for Library of Congress
c¢lassification is Judaism, This is treated under sub-class
BM 1-755, 1Islam is another religion that is given some promi-
nence in the schedule, It is treated under BP 1-.193,
The foregoing three religions are predominant in America,
Western Eurcope and the Middle East, Christianity, although 1t
started in the Middle East, can be called the religion of the

West and America for it has played a significant role in their
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history. In fact the first founders of the United 3tates came
there to look for an atiosphere where they could practice their
Christian faith without hindrance. 1t is therefore not diffi-
cult to sec the bias of the makers of this scheme in giving
Christian religlon the most detailed outline.

Judalsm which is}next to Christianity in terms of
detailed treatment is the foundation of Christianity, Like
Christianity 1t starte in the Middle East and it is an histori-
cal fact that America and Burope developed early contécts with
the Jewish prmople who c¥e the adherents of this religion. The
Arabs have borders with Europe and their early contacts with
the EBuropeans have helped to make the Europeans and Americans
aware of their religion, Islam, which most have accounted for
the fair treatment given to this.

African religicns, however, are poorly treated. They are
covered in sub-class BL for religions, mythology and nationalism
along with other religions, which are not covered in the other
sub-~classes (BM-Bi),

African religions are treated under BL 2400-2480, The
outline is as follows:

BL African

2400 General workse.



2410

2420
2421

2422

2428

2440
2441
2
2443
2445

2450
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Hamitic.

Egyptian.

General works,

Early to 1800

1801-1950

1951-
'

Ancient Egypte.

Dyctionaries. Encyclopedias

Sacred books. Sources.

rrefer PJ for philological commentaries.

General works.

Early to 1800

1801-1950

1951~

General special

Minor works. Addresses, essays, etc.,

Special topics, A-Z.

€egs AL
.F8
«G6
+HS
-H6

«I5

Animi sm
Funeral rites.
Godse.
Hippopotamus.
Horus.

Immortality.
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«I7 Isis.
+L5 Lions.
«M9 Mysteries.
«MN3 Navel.
«07 Osiris
.} Ptah,
«R3 Reshpu
«R4 Reswyrrection
54 Set,:SethJ.
«56 Shu
«IS Thoth
2455 Greco~Roman period.
From Alexander's conquest to the Islamic
conquest.
For special topics that are survivals from

the ancient period, see BL 2450.

2460 Modern Egypt.
By region

2462 North Africa

2463 South Africa.

2464 Cast Africa.

2465 West Africa.

2466 Central Africa.
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2470 By country, A-Z,
€+Je «D3 Dahomey.
Egypt, see BL 2420-2460

.G6 Gold Coast. GChana.
+G38 Guinea.

.M3 Madagascar.

6 Morocco.

+N3 Nigeria.

2480 By race, ’ethni"group, etc., A-Z.
e.ges A4 Akans.

«A2 Ashantis.
127 Bakoko.
«B25 Baluba.

.B3 Bantus.

.B8 Bushmen.

+D6 Cogonse

+G3 Ga

-H3 Hausas.

+H4 Hereros.

.H6 Hottentots.

1.3 Kafirs.

+X6 Kono

«N7 Nuer.
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«NE Nupe
«I3 Talansi
6 Yorubas.
«Z28 Zulus.

2490 Survival of African superstitions in other countries.

2.fe Voodooism in America.

A close study of the schedule for Africa will show that
African religions have not been adequately catered for., All the
religions of Africa are given 91 numbers, (BL 2400-2490). Of
these only 22 numbers are actually used. The continent is
divided inteo five reglons, viz, North africa, South Africa,

East Africa, West Africa and Central Africa, All the individual
countries of Africa, with the exception of bgypt are to be
classlified under one nuaber BL 2470 while other aspects of
African religion are to be classified under BI. 2480 and 2490,

Eqgypt, the only country given whole numbers in the
schedule has 41 places (Bl 2420-2460). Of the 22 actuallv used
numbers Laypt alone has 13 which is more than 59 percent of the
overall. The early tontact of Egypt with the Western world must
have accounted for the fairly detailed s~h-nm2 for its religions.

There are very many religlions in Africa but they were not
untll recently, documented; because of this, places could not be

made for them in the scheme. Things are now changing, however,
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and there are detailed research studies going on in the various
universities of Africa., Books are also being written in this
area. The Library of Congress classification therefore needs
a thorough revision to enable it to accommodate adequately the
literature on African religions.

(4) THE USE OF DEROGATORY TERMS AND RACIST BIAS

There are some words used in the scheme which to Africans
may seem derogatory. A good example is the use of the word
'native'. In the scheme we sce in it such expressions as
"native author" (DT 11,5), '"relation with native races" (JV 305-
317). “Native states" (JS 7755-7819) and "other native states"
(305-3099), An example taken from Local Government schedule
is given below:

Local Government

JS Native states
7755 Abyssinia (Ethiopia)
7761=7760 Egypt
Local
7781-7789 Other local A-Z

In the above example the word native may be refoerring to
African countries with little or no colonial experience. If
this is true, the African rcaction will be that these countries
are called native countries because they did not have the
advantage of being 'civilized' by the European colonialists.

The Concise Oxford dictionary gives the meaning of native as,
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(among other things), "membcers of non-European or uncivilized
people". The African may therefore see the use o;:word as
racist, Even if the real intention has been misinterpreted,
the word “native” is very vague. For example, when it states
'other native states', one may ask, which are the native states?
The classifier will be confused as he will have to decide which
country or countries to put under this heading.

Another good example of words with a racist connotation

in the scheme is “Negro". Some examples of its use in the scheme

are as follows:

Negro Suffrage JK 1923-1936
Negro Actors PN 2286
Negro Authors P5 153 ,.,N5
Negro Baptists BX 1407.N
Negro Drama PN 6120.N4

Africans are beginning to feel that the word Negro is
derogatory and that it is one of those words used by the
Western world to look down on the people of Africa. Africans
will prefer to be called Africans and not Negroes.

One other good example about derogatory terms found in the
Library of Congress classification is in period division of the
history of Morocco,

Morocco

DT History “«CULI1I078
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By period
318 Barly to 647 Mauritania,
319 647-1516
321 1516=-1830, Period of piracy
322 16th Century
32345 Ismail, 1672-1724
324 19th and 20th Centuries,

The provision for period of piracy in the period division
of Morocco will be unacceptable to the people of the country.
No such provision is made for any Eurcpean country. It is an
historical fact that during the Tudor period there was a lot
of sea piracy carried out by the English against the Spanish
and Portuguese trading ships on the high seas because of their
monopoly of the trade in Africa and in the Indian Ocean but no
such provision is made for the history of England. The words
tperiod of piracy' should be struck off and the period division
1516-1830 should he left without any qualification,

Some few other words used in the scheme against which
Africans may have a very strong feeling and which may be removed
from the scheme are:

Barbary (Barbarian) State DT 181346
Bushmen BL, 2480.B8

Cannibalism : GN 409
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Fetishism GN 472
Paganism CB 151
Primitive Soclety GN 400-499

These words are very coffensive and derogatory. No one
will like any of them to be used to refer to him. It is there-
fore very necessary that the classificationists at Library of
Congress library should think of removing them or substitute
better words for them, For example instead of Barbary states,
we could have 'states in North Africa' and instead of '"pagan
religion” we could have ?traditional religion’.

54 LACK OF PuprIoD DIVISTON IN SCHEUULE BT

One inadequacy of the Library of Congress scheme in
classifying Africana is the lack of sufficient period division
in the history schedule for Africa (DT),

Countries in the North and North East of Africa are
provided with period divisions: for example Eqypt, Morocco and
Ethicopia have period divisions., The period divisions are not
enough, however, to make for close classification of their
history. 3outh Afrieca also is provided with a few pericd
divisions.

Countries in West Africa are not provided with period
divisions for their history; the only period divisions in the

countries of West Africa are provided under Description and



104
Travel and not under illistory proper. GChana, however, is an
exception, It ig provided with two period divisions under

History thus:

Ghana
510 Guneral
«A1 Periodicals socicties
History
511 Early to 1957
912 Republic, 1957~

These two period divisions for Ghana are quite insuffi-
cient for a meaningful classification of the history of Ghana.
For an effactive aad detailed classification of African history
sufficient period divisions have to be provided,

Conclusion

Reasons and examples have been adduced to show that the
Library of Congress classification as it iz now togethor with
all the rocant additions and changes is still inadequate for
meaningful classilication of African materials,

In the next two chuapbers attempts will Lo made to suggest

solutions to tine problueas whicn have arisen from the findingse.
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CHAPT=ZR 4

FROPOSED CLAS3SIFICATION SCHEDULE

FOR

NIGERIAN HISTORY
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In this chapter 1 have attempted to make a classifiecation
scheme for the history of Nigeria which could be used as a model
for making the ¢lassification scheme for the histery of otber
African countries.

The scheme cun he broadly divided into three parts, thus:

(1) General

{(2) tlistory

(a) General
{p} By Period

(3} Loecal history

The scheme is based on the framework of the Library of
Congress scheme. I consulted mainly the schedules of Sweden,
France and Englands I have also seen the draft scheme based on
the Library of Congress compiled by Mr. Ukele on behalf of the
Nigerian Library Association. I have included some teopics which
the Library of {ongress scheme does not usually include under
history, such as religious history and slave trade. This is
because they have played very prominent part in shaping the
course of African and Nigerian history,

Provisions ior the tlassification of the history of
kingdoms and empires are provided under Nigeria and not under
local historye. This is because the areas covered by each of

these kingdoms and empires were very considerable. The Benin
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Empire, for example, is said to have covered almost the whole
of the present Bendel State and Ondo State and extended as far
as Lagos, and it is even thought that part of Benin (Dahomey)
and Ghana were under its controlj it will not therefore, be
proper to classify the Benin Empire under Benin-City. The same
is true for the other empires and kingdoms. Another reason for
not classifying empires and kingdoms under local history is that
they can be seen as the foundation of the making of the nation -
Nigeria,

Under local history, geographical arrangement has been
used =nA not tha -1~ ° -=* -3 - -hageaent, as alphabetical
arrangements tend to separate materials from contiguous areas.

The notation DTT 1-9959 has been used for Nigeria, This
was divided judiciously intoc 28 parts representing the past and
present political divisions of the country. Some gaps have been
left in the notation for future expansion in each of the present
political divisions of Nigeria. The synopsis on page 108 will
show clearly the numbers assigned to each political division.

Three tables are attached to this schedule. The first
one is to be used when classifying the history of the individual
states or regions of Nigeria. The second table is for the
classification of the history of kingdoms and empires in the

country while the third table is for classifying local history.
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SYNOFP SIS
DTT
1- 546 Nigeria
647~ 956 Lagos State (Lagos Colony; lLagos Capital
Territory)
9601247 Southern Nigeria
1248~1545 Western State (Western Reglon)
1546-1822 Ogun State
18252318 Oyo State
23192700 Ondo State
2703~3128 Bendel State (Mid-West Region/State)
3129=3320 Eastern Region
3322-3676 Cross River State (3cuth Eastern State)
3678-393¢ Rivers State
3937~4244 East Central State
4245=-4727 Anambra State
4730-5181 Imo State
51825524 Northern Nigeria
5525-5850 Kwapa State
5853-6221 Kaduna State (North Central State)
6223-6676 Kano State
6690~6965 Benue-Plateau State

6966-~7289 Behue State



7292~7638
7641=-7964
79658336
8337-8702
A703-9106
9107-2333
93349571

95739994
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Plateau State
North Eastern
Bauchi State
Gongola State
Bornu State
North Western
Niger State

Sokoto State

State

State
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OQUTLINE
DTT Nigeria
1-17 General
18-25 Deacription Travels. Discoveries.
Exploration.
26=37.4 Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life

and customs, Ethnography. Races.

40-260 Empires. Kingdoms,

264-546 History

264-287 General

288=309 Military, Naval and Air Force, history.
310-326 Slave trade, Religious history, Political

and diplomatic history. Nationalism,

By Period.
327-340 Earliest times to 1400
341-354 1401--1800
355-396 1801~1900
397-466 1901-1959
467-483 1960~1966
484-530 1967-1975

531-546 1976~
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LAGOS STATE (LAGOS COLONY/FEDERAL TERRITORY )

647-663

664=671

672=683

684-772
684707

708-711

713-717
T18=722
7237137
738-742
743-T747
748-752
753=767
768-772

813-956

General
Description and travelsa. Discoveries.
Exploration.
Antiquities. Archacolegy. Social life and
customs, Ethnographye.
History
General
Slave trade. Religlous history. Political
historye
By period.
Earliest times to 1400
1401-1800
1801-~1900
19011939
1939-1959
19601966
1967-1975
1976

Local history and description



DTT
960-976
977-984

985-996.4

9971055
997-1020

1021-1024

1026-1030
10311038
1036-1050
1051-1053

10561247

1248-1264

1265~1272

1273-1284
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SQUTHERN NIGERIA

General
Pescription and travels, Discoveries. Bxploration.
Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and customs.
Gthnography«
History.
General
Slave trade., Religlous history. Political
history.
By period
Earliest times to 1400
1401-1800
1801-1900
1901-1939

Local history and descriptien

WESTERN STATE
General
Desecrintion and travels, DPiscoveries. Explora-
tion.
Antiquities. Archaeology. Sccial life and customs.

Ethnography.



DTT
12851337

1285-1308

1809-1312

1313~1317
1318=1322
1323-1337

1354-1545

1546-1562

1563-1570

1571-1582

1583~1615

1583-1606

1607-1610

1611-1615

1660-1822
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History,
General
Religious history. Pelitical history.
By Period.

194541959

1960~1966

1967~1976

Local history and descripticn.

OGUN STATE
General
Description and travels, Uiscoveries,
Exploration.
Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and
customss Bithnography.
History
General
Religious history. Political history.
By Period
1976

Local history and description,



DIT

1825-~1841

1842-1849

18501861

1862-1895
1862-18835

18861889

1891--1895

1935-2318

23192335

2336-2343

2344-2355

2356~2389

2356-2379

2380-2383
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OY(O STATE

General

Description and travels., Discoverles., Explora-

tione.
Antiquities, Archaeology. Social life and
customs, Lthneography.
History
General
lteligious history. Political history.
By Poriod
1976w

Local history and description.

ONDO STATE

General

Description and travels. Discoveries.
axploration.

Antiquities. Archasology. Social life and
customs, Ethnography.

History
General

. Religicus history. Political history.



DTT

2385-2389

2429-2700

2703-2719

2720-2727

2728=2739

2740-2788

2740--27€3

2764-2167

27692783
2784-2780

28253123

3129-3145

3146-3153

31543165
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By Period
1676~

Lo¢al history and Description.

BENDEL STATE

General
Description and travels. Dilscoveries,
Exploration.
Antiquities, Archaeology. Social life and
customs, Ethnography.
History
General
Religlous history. Political history.
By Period,
19631975 .
1976~

Local history and description.

EASTLRN REGION
General
Deseription and travels. Biscoveries. Explcora-
tion.
Antiquities, Archaeolegy. Social life and

customs, Ethonography.



DT
3166-3234

31663189

3190-3193

3230-3234
3235-323%

3241-3320

3322-3338
3339-3346

3347-3358

3359-3407
33593382

3383-3386

3388-3402
34033407

3453-3676

3678-3694

3695-3702

11€

History.
General
Religlous history. Political history.
By Period
1939-1959
1860~1967

Local history and description.

CROS3 RIVER STATE
General
Description and travels. Discoveries. Exploration.
Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and customs.
Ethnography «
History
General
Religious history. Political history.
By Period
1967-1975
1976-

Loc¢al history and description,

RIVERS STATE
General

Description and travels. Discoveries., Exploration,



OTT
3703=-3714

3715~3763
3715-3738

37393742

3744-3758
3759-3763

3809-39236

3937-3953
3954-3961

39623973
3974-4052
3974-3997

3998~4001

4038=4052

4053~-4244

4245-4261
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tigquities. Archaelogy. Social life and customs,
Ethnography.
History

General .
Religious history. Political history.
By Period

1967--1975

1976~

Local history and description.

EAST CENTRAL STATE

General
Description and travels. Discoveries. Exploration.
Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and customs.

Enthnography.
History

General

Religious history. Political history.

By Pariod

1967-1976

Local history and description.

ANAMBRA STATE

General



oT?
42624269

4270-4281

4282~4315
4282-4305

4306-4309

4311-~4315

4360-4727

47304746
47474754

47554766
4767-4800
4767=4790

4791-4754

4796=4800

4846-5181

5182-5198
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Description and travels. Discoveries. Exploration.
Antiguities. Archaeology. Socizl life and customs.

Ethnography.
History

General

Religious history, Political history.

By Period.

1976

Local history and description.

MO STATE

General
Descripticon and travels. Discoveries. Exploration.
Mntiquities. Archaecology. Social life and customs,

Ethnography,.
Historye.

General

Religious historys. Political hlstory,

By Perlod.

1976~

Local history and description.

HNCRTHERN NIGERIA

Genaral
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5199-5206

5207-~5218

§215-5316
52185242

5243-5246

5282-5286
5287-5291
5292-5306
5307-5311
5312-5316

5317-5524

5525-5541

55425548

5550=5561

5562-5610

5562-5585

5586-5589
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Des¢ription and travels., Discoveries. Exploration.
Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and customs,
Lthnography.
History
General
Slave trade, Religious history. Political history.
By Period
Earliest times tc 1400
1401~1800
1801-1900
19201-1959
1960=1967

Local history and description.

KWARA STATE

General

bBescrintion and travels. Discoveries., Explora-
tion,

Antiquities, Archaeology. Secial life and
customs. Ethnography.

istory
General

Religious history., Political history.
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5591-5605
5606-5610

5656-5850

5853-5869

5870~-5877

5878-5889

5890-5938
5890-5913

5914-5917

5919-5933
5534-5938

5985-6220

6223-6239

6240-6247
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By Period
1967-1975
1976-

Local history and description.

KADUNA STATE
General
Description and travels, Discoveries. Explora-
tion.
Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and
customs, Sthnography.
History
General
Religious history. Political history.
By Period.
1967-1975
1976~

Local history and description

KANG STATE

General

Description and travels, Discoveries., Exploration.
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6248-6259

6260-6343
6260-6283

6284-6287

6289-6303
6304-6308

6355-6676

6690-6706

6707-6714

6715-6726

6727-68B05

6727-6750

6751-6754

6791-6805

6806-6965
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Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and
customs, Ethnographye.
History
General
Religious history, Political history.
By Pericd
1967-1975
1976~

Local history and description.

BENUE-PLATEAU STATE

General

Description and travels. Discoveries. Explora-
tione.

Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and
customs. c£thnography.

History
General
leligious history. Political history.
By Period

1967-1976

Local history and description.
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69666982

69836990

£991-7002

7003-7036

7Q003-7026

7027-7030

7032=-7036

7082-7289

7292-7308

7305-7316

7317-7328

73297362

7325-7352

7353=7356
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BENUE STATE

General

Description and travels. Discoveries.
Exploraticn.

Anticuities. Archaeclogy. Social life and
customs. Ethnoegraphy.

History
General
Religious history. Political history.
By Period

1976~

Local history and Description.

PLATEAU STATE

General

Description and travels Discoveries., Explora-

tione

Antiquities. Archaeology, Social life and
customs. Ethnography.

Historve
General

Religicus history. Political history.
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7358-7362

7310-7638

7641-7657

7658-7665

mere negy

7678-7756
7678-7701

7702-7705

7742-7756

7757-7964

7965-9781

7982~7989

7990-3001

8002-8035
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By Period
1976~

Local history and description.

NORTH EASTERN STATE
General
Description and travels. Discoveries, Explora-
tion.
Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and
customs. Ethnography.
History
General
Religious history. Political history.
By Pericd.
1557-1976

Local history and description.

BAUCHI STATE
General
Description and travels. Discoveries. Explora-
tion.
Antiquities, Archaeology. Social life and
customs,. Ethnography.

History
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8002-8025

8026-8029

8031-8035

8081-8336

8336-8353

8354-8361

8362-8373

8374-8407

8374-8397

8398-8401

8403-8407

8446-8702

8703-8719

8720-8727
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General
Religious history. Political history.
By Perlod,
1976~

Local history and description.

GONGOLA STATE
General
Description and travels. Discoveries,
Exploration.
Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and
customs, Ethnography.
History.
General
Religious history. Political history.
By Period,
1976-

Local history and description.

BORNU STATE
General
Description and travels. Discoveries., Explora-

tion.
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8728-8739

8740-8773
8740-~-8763

8764-8767

8769=8773

8819-9106

9107=-9123

9124-9131

9132-9143

9144-9221

9144-9167

9168-9171

9207-9221

9222-9333
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Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and
customs. Ethnography.
History
General
RReligious history. Political history.
By Period.
1976~

Local history and description.

NORTH WESTERN STATE
General
Description and travels. Discoveries.
Exploration.
Anticuities, Archaeclogy. Social life and
customs. Ethnography.
History
General
Religious history. Political history.
By Period,
1967-1976

Local history and description.



DT

9334-9350

9351-~-9358
9359-9370
9371-~9404
9371-9394

9395-9398

9400-9404

9444=9571

95735589

9590-95%87
95%98=9609

S610=-96423

9610-96313

1

26

NIGER STATE

General

Explcration.

Antiquities. Archaeology.

customs, Ethnography.

Histery

General

Dascription and travels. Discoveries.

Social life and

Religious history. Political history.

By Period.

1976

SOKOTO

General

STATE

Exploration.

customs.

History

General

Ethnography.

Local history and description.

Description and travels. Discoveries.

Antiquities. Archaeology. Social life and
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9634-9637 Religious history. Political history.
By Period.
9639-9643 1976~

9689-9994 Local history and description.
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DTT
THE PEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERTA
The word Republic was added to the name when Nigeria was

declared a Republic on 1st October, 1963.

1 Periodicals.
2 Socleties.
3 Congresses, Conferences etc.

Sources and documents. Collections.
4 Saveral works.
5 Individual authors.

Collected works. (Addresses, Essays, Lectures,

etc,)

6 Several authors.

7 Individual authors.

8 Gazetteers.

2 Place names., (Generall.
10 Dictionaries,

11 Encyclopedias.
12 Directories.

13 Guidebooks,
14 General works
15 Compends.
16 Historic buildings, Mosques, Cathedral, Churches,

etc.



17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

26
27
28
29
30

31

32

33

129
Historic geography.
Description and travel, Discoveries. Exploration.
General
Early to 1800
1801 -~ 1500
1901 -~ 1959
1960~
Biography of explorers. (Collective)
Biography of explorers. (Individual) A-Z,
Others.,
Antiquities, Archaeclogy.
General works.
Stone Age
Early farming communities.
Iron Age. Nok Culture.
Historic Archaeology
Miscellaneous
Social life and customs, Civilization. Intellec-
tual life,
Classify particular periods with the history
of the period.
Sources and documents.

General works.
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34 Compends,
35 Minor works, Pamphlets, etc,
36 Others.
37 Ethnography. Races. (History)
ol General works.
Including national characteristics,
2 Nigerians in foreign countries,
3 Foreigners in Nigeria, A-Z.
4 Others.
40~ 52 Empires, Kingdoms. (Table II)
Classify here two or more empires of
Kingdoms. e.g. Hausa States (Collective)
53— 65 Kanem Bornu Empire (Table II)
66~ 178 Daura State (Table II)
79~ 91 Kano State (Kingdom) (Table II)
92-104 Zazzau (Zaria) State (Table 1I)
105-117 Katsina State (Table II)
118-130 Gobir State (Table II)
131-143 Rano State (Table II)
144-156 Zamfara State (Table ITI)
157-169 Fulani Empire (Table II)
170-182 Nupe Kingdom (Table II)

183-195 Igala Kingdom (Table II)
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156-208 Jukun Xingéom {(Table IT)
209-221 Oyo Empire {Table II)
22D=234 Benin Empire (Tahle II)
235-247 Itsekirl Empire (Table II1)
248-260 Other Empires or Kingdems (Table TII)
History
264 Chronological Tables. Outline etc.
265 Albums. Pictorial atlases., Collecticn of
histerical prints and portraits, etc.,
Biography (Collective).
Individual classify with special period or
place

266 General works.

267 Governors.

268 Heads of Governments,

269 Ministers. Commissioners.

270 Members of parllament.

271 Traditional Rulers,

272 Members of Royal families.

273 Celonial Administratorsa.

274 Public Men.

275 Others,
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277

278

279

280

281

282

283

284

285

286

287

288

289

290

291

292

132

Historiographye.

General works.
Biography of historians and antiquarians.
Collective.

Individual, A-Z,

Study and Teaching.

General works.

Early to 1800

1801 - 1914
1915 - 1960
1961 -

Compends.

Pictorial works.

Minor workse. Pamphlets. etc.
General Special

Military history.

Individual campaigns and engagements are

classified with special period.
Sources and documents. Collections.
Biography (Collective)

General

Officers.

General works.
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293
294

295

296

297
298
299
300
301

302

303

304
305

306
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Compends.
Minor works., Pamphlets, etc.
Others,
Naval historye.
Individual campaigns and engagements are
Classified with special period.
Sources and documents. Collections.
Biography. (Collective).
General.
Officers.
General works.
Compends.
Minor works., Pamphlets, etc.
Others,
Air Force history.
Individual campaigns and engagements are
classified with special period.
Sources and documents. Collections.
Biography (Collective).
General.
Officers,

General works.
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307 Compendse.

308 Minor works. Pamphlets, etc.
- 309 Cthers.

Slave Trade,
Classify particular periods with the history of
the period.

310 Sources and documents. Collections,
341 Biography (Collectivel.

312 General works.

313 Compends,

314 Minor works. Pamphlets, etc,

315 Qthers.

Religlous history. Christianity. Islam.
Classify particular perlods with the history of
the perlod.

316 Sources and documents, Collections.
317 Riocqgraphye. (Collective).

318 General works.

319 Compends,

320 Minor works. Pamphlets, etc.

321 Others,

Political and dipleomatic history.
Poreign and general relations.

Classify particular period with the
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322

323

324
325

326

327
328

329

al

o2

o3
+4
o5

-5
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general hlstory of the period.

Sources and decuments.

General works.
Relations with
Relations with

countries,
Relations with
Relations with
Relations with

Others.

African countries, A-2
Eurcopean and American
A-Z,

Great Britain, A-Z.
Eastern countries, A-Z,

International Bodies, A-Z,

National Characterlistics. Patriotism.

Nationalism,

Classify particular period with the

general history of the period.

Sources and documents.

General works.
Others,
By Period.

Earliest times

to 1400

Sources and documents.

General works.

General special.
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330
331
332
333
334
335

336

337

338

339

340

341-354

355-368

.1

2

13
4
.5

.6
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Social life and customs.
Military history
Naval history.
Slave trade.
Religious history.
Political and diplomatic historye.
Relations with other countries.
Relations with African countries, A-Z,
Relations with European and American
countries, A-Z.
Relations with Great Britain, A-2Z,
Relations with Eastern countries, A-Z,
Relations with International Bodies.
Others.
National Characteristics,
Patriotism. Nationalism.
Other special.
Biography, A-Z,
Others.
1401-1800
Divide like 327-340
1801-1900

Divide like 327-340
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369-382

383-396

397
398
359
400
401
402
403
404
405

406

»1

4

3
-4
o5

o6
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1301-~1850
Divide like 327-340
1851-1900
Divide like 327-340
1901-1959
Sources and documents.
General works.
General special.
Social life and customs. Civilization.
Military history.
Naval history
Air Force historye.
Qeligious history.
Political and diplomatic history.
Relations with other countries.
Relations with African countries, A-Z,
Relations with European and American
countries, A-Z,
Relations with Great Britain, A-Z,
Relations with Eastern countries, A-Z,
Relations with International Bodies.

Others.
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407

408
409

410

411-424

425-438

439-452

453-466

467
468
469
470
471
472
473

474
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National Characteristics. Patriotism,
Nationalism.

Other Special.
Biography and memcirs, A-Z
Otherse.

1901-1913
Divide like 397-410
1914-1918
Divide like 397-410
1919-1942
Divide like 397-410
1943-1959
Divide like 397-410
1960-1966

Sources and documents.,

General works.

General special.
Social life and customs. Civilization.
Military history.
Naval history.

Air Force history.

Religious history.
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475

476

477

478

479

480

481

482

483

484-493

494

495

'1

2

«3
o4
o5

o6
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Political and diplomatic history.

Relations with other countries.

Relations with African countries, A-Z.

Relations with European and Amerlcan
countries, A-Z,

Relations with Great Britain, A-Z.

Relations with Eastern countries, A-Z,

Relations with International Bodies.

Others.
1960 Nigerian Independence,
1963 Federal Republic of Nigeria.
1966 Coups.
National Characteristics. Patriotism.
Nationalism.
Other Special.
Biography and memoirs, A~Z4.
Others,
1967-1975

Divide like 4567-476,

National Characteristics, Patriotism.

Nationalism.

Other Special
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496

497

498-507

508

509
510
511
512
513
514

515

516=525
526

527

528

529

530

531-540
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Biography and memoirs, A-Z.
Others,
1967-1970
Divide like 467-47€
National Characteristics.
Nationalism.
Other Special.
Nigerian Civil War,
Sources and documents,
General works.
Others,
Biography and memcirs, A-Z.
Others,
1970-1975
Divide like 467-476
1975 Coup
National Characteristics.
Nationalism.
Other Special
Biography and memoirs, A~2
Otherse.
1976~

Divide like 467-476

Patriotism.

Patriotism.
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1976 attempted Coup.

541 - General works.,

542 Others.

543 National Characteristics., Patriotism,
Nationalism.

544 Other Special.

545 Biography and memoirs, A-Z.

546 Others.

LAGOS STATE (LAGOS COLONY/FEDERAL TERRITORY OF LAGOS)

This State was created in February, 1976 and it covers the
former Lagos colony. {(Classify here all materials about Lagos

from earliest time to present dayl.

647=-711 Table I
By Period

Earliest times to 1400

713 Sources and documents,

714 General works.

715 General Speclal.
o1 Soeial life and custems. Civilization.
- Slave trade,

o3 Religious histery.
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oh Political history.
o5 Other Special.
716 Biography and memoirs, A-Z,
717 Others.

1401-1800

718-722 Divide like 713-717
1801-1900

723=727 Divide like 713-717
1801-1850

728-732 Divide like 713-717
1850-1900

733=737 Divide like 713-717
1901-1939

738-742 Divide like 713-717
1939-1959

743=747 Divide like 713-717
1960-1966

748=752 Divide like 713-717
1967-1975

753=757 Divide like 713-717
1967-1970

758=762 Divide 1like 713-717

1970-1975
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763~-767

768-772

813-827
B28=-842
843
845-859
B&O
B61-875
B76
877-891
892
893-907
208
909=-923
924
925-939
540
941-955

956

143

Divide like 713-717
1976
Divide like 713-717
Local History and Description
Lagos City Council
Lages Island Leocal Government Area.

Towns etc,. A~Z,

Lagos Mainland Local Government Ares,.

Towns, etc. A-Z,

Mushin East Local Government Area.
Towns, eatc. A~Z2.

Mushin West Local Government Area.
Towns, etc, A-Z,

Ikeja Local Government Area.
Towns. etc. A-Z

Ikorodu Local Government Area
Towns. etc, A-Z.

Epe Local Government Area.
Tovms. etc, A-Z.

Badagry Local Government Area.

Towns, etc. A=2.
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Table

Table

Table

Table

Table
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