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ABSTRACT 

The study investigated the use of newspapers/magazines as Information resources for teaching and research purposes by lecturers of 

Ahmadu Bcllo University, Zaria. Questionnaire was administered to lecturers. Using more than newspaper/magazine titles found in the 

University library, lecturers were asked various questions aimed at meeting the objectives of the study. The response rate was 

122(93.85%). The study found out that majority 56(45.91%) read newspapers/magazines occasionally while 84(67.81%) read more than 

3 titles. Equally, majority read for information on general news and subject areas and news items on subject areas very useful for teaching 

and research. The study concludes that newspapers/magazines are very valuable primary information resources and that libraries should 

continue their subscriptions to them. 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The great changes in (he contents of 

newspapers/magazines have indeed transformed 

them into valuable sources of information. Okoli 

(1999:3) noted that it is important to state here that 

newspapers/magazines are just ephemeral records. 

Much of what they report on constitutes the raw 

materials for further researches. Gone, therefore, are 

the days when newspapers/magazines were only 

purveyors of social gossips, commercial news, and 

opinions of the editors, their friends, parties and 

financial bankers. Gone also are the days when 

newspapers and magazines were concerned almost 

entirely with business and political news; thus 

appealing largely to the privileged class. It is now a 

fact as opined by many scholars such as Peterson 

(1988), Cheyney (1992) and Garret (1993) that 

modern newspapers/magazines have become 

omnibus carriers of facts, research break throughs, 

opinions, ideas, experiences and current information 

in various subject areas such as medicine and health, 

banking and finance, etc. 

The Industrial Revolution and the 

expansion of the definition of news to include crime 

and violence, features and entertainment items by 
Benjamin Henry Day (2005) has no 

doubt revolutionized and added value to 

newspapers*magazines publications. The use of 

drawings, comic strips and the inclusion of more 

features for children have made them to appeal more 

to those who consult them. 

The modem newspapers/magazines have 

not only become omnibus carriers of facts, they have 

also, in order to cope with the competition of instant 

news reports on radio and TV. become more 

analytical as they now provide extensive background 

information on the news. The inclusion of special 

features, which may be articles on various subject 

fields such as Agriculture, Education, Health, 

Economics as well as Science and Technology, and 

editorials, has made newspapers/magazines more 

appealing to academics. Even the comic strips and 

cartoons that are meant for amusement have become 

of educational and research values to some scholars. 

l.adele  (1984). 

Therefore, the immense potential of 

newspapers magazines as primary sources of 

information can be seen in the recognition accorded to 

them by libraries and librarians. Not only 

newspapers/magazines are included in the acquisition 

policy of libraries, by policy also each day articles are 

clipped from 
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lecturers in Nigerian universities. In view of the 

findings above, libraries should intensify their 

efforts in making newspapers/magazines available 

for the teaching and research needs of academics. 
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