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A B S T R A C T 

Two of the most ser ious problems inherent 

in r u r a l development planning are the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

of the needs of the t a rge t population of a plan and 

r a i s i ng suf f ic ien t funds to execute the pro jec t s 

that would sa t i s fy such needs. Hi ther to , the top -

down approach to planning has d i s to r t ed the planners ' 

conception of the r o l e of the people as a c rea t ive 

force in development. It has also denied planners 

of local resources which if combined with those 

government would g rea t ly help to a l l e v i a t e the 

problem of shortage of resources and lead to a 

more r a t i o n a l planning. 

This study examines the r o l e s of r u r a l comm­

u n i t i e s in the development process in the Zaria 

Local Glvernment Area, Kaduna S t a t e . The aim is 

to ident ify and assess various ca tegor ies of se l f -

help community p ro jec t s undertaken in the area and 

to analyse the extent to which these p ro jec t s 

r e f l e c t the resources , needs, perception and socio­

economic condit ions of the r u r a l communities. It 

also examines the success of these p ro jec t s with 

a view to evolving a s t ra tegy t h a t can harmonize 



viii 

the local resources as are available with those of 

the government. 

The research findings revealed that in areas where 

the government had failed to meet up with the asp­

irations of the people in terms of their felt 

needs, the people have excelled. This is because 

the rural communities in the Zaria Local Government 

Area have effectively mobilized resources locally 

for the provision of their basic needs such as phy­

sical infrastructures like roads, bridges, culverts 

etc, and social infrastructures like market stalls, 

classrooms, mosques etc. Most of these projects 

were either initiated, planned, financed and imp­

lemented by the communities or in conjunction with 

the government. The study further revealed that 

in the context of rural development, an effective 

cooperative system can act as a catalyst utilizing 

the pooled resources of the rural poor for their 

social and economic upliftment. Social clubs for 

associations (e.g. Zaman Lafiya Amaru club, Sogayya 

Matasa, etc) were identified to have co-existed with 

and reinforced development committees as effective 

instruments for planning and executing local schemes 
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on a self-help basis. These organications therefore 

formed the framework within which self-help projects 

were carried outt 

In Nigeria in general, and the study area in 

particular, community participation in local dev­

elopment projects has been part and parcel of the 

people*s culture. Members of rural communities are 

used to contributing either money, materials, food 

and labour for the development of their area as a 

whole. In fact, self-help groups have become sig­

nificant agents for promoting rural development in 

the rural areas and as a consequence should be given 

whatever encouragement and support that is affordable» 

The important collaborative role played by these groups 

should be given due recognition by government. There 

is the need for their coordination, moreso, when 

communities within and between dictricts operate 

independently and expend scarce resources on similar 

projects* This was very glaring in the study area in 

their roads and culverts constructions, that is, 

duplication of efforts and waste of resources that 

could have been used for alternative projects. 
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The study therefore suggests the c rea t ion of 

development areas at the d i s t r i c t level within 

local government sureas in order to carry demo­

c r a t i c self-government c loser to the local people 

and influence in a d i r ec t way the course of ru ra l 

development. 















CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 I n t r o d u c t i o n 

In N i g e r i a , as in many o the r African c o u n t r i e s , 

evidence e x i s t s of how groups and communities 

success fu l ly o rgan ized themselves to c o n s t r u c t r o a d s , 

b u i l t b r i d g e s , s c h o o l s , e t c . These e f f o r t s o f s e l f -

improvement were mot ivated by the awareness t h a t the 

needs and a s p i r a t i o n s of the people could be b e s t 

r e a l i z e d through concer ted s e l f e f f o r t s (Akinbode, 

1977)„ The p r a c t i c e of s e l f - h e l p and community 

development is by i t s very na tu re an on-going p rocess 

in which those concerned must f e e l adequa te ly i nvo lved . 

This is because the idea of community f e l t need a r i s e s 

from the lack of something which in the opin ion of t h e 

community would f a c i l i t a t e the improvement of the 

we l fa re of the community if it had been p r e s e n t or 

a v a i l a b l e . 

Rural development as a s t r a t e g y , a form of s t a t e 

i n t e r v e n t i o n , is t h e r e f o r e aimed at improving the 

l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s or " w e l l - b e i n g " of the mass of the 

p e o p l e , to make r u r a l a r ea s more p r o d u c t i v e ; to r a i s e 

r u r a l incomes and to ensure t h a t any development is 

s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g and invo lve the major i ty of the p e o p l e . 























The above focus becomes very relevant in view of 

the fact that planning of social services poses by 

far the most difficult problems for resolution between 

economic, social, and technical choices,, "his is 

because demand for a wide range of social services is 

substantial in many rural areas. However, the financial, 

manpower and organizational resources fot effective 

delivery of social services are often extremely limited. 

Despite the widespread evidence of demand for services 

and for the large local resource potential awaiting 

mobilization, in practice social service programmes 

have o f t e n been implemented p r i m a r i l y wi th c e n t r a l OR 

d o n o r r e s o u r c e s and w i t h l i t t l e r e g a r d fo r u t i l i z i n g 

g r a s s r o o t s u p p o r t . Such p o l i c i e s c a l l i n t o q u e s t i o n 

t h e l o n g - t e r m v i a b i l i t y o f many s o c i a l p rog rammes . 

How s o c i a l s e r v i c e s a r e o r g a n i z e d , o f c o u r s e , shou l d 

have s u b s t a n t i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s for the e x t e n t t o which 
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motivation for their collective pursuits: the Chinese 

and the Vietnamese, for example, seem to aim at high 

standards of material development, whose benefits are 

naturally to be enjoyed by individual members of these 

societies. 

Two factors that may be of considerable importance 

in such action of promoting collective consciousness 

further are: (a) the sharing of power in common, in 

other words, participation in the decision-making 

of the collective, whereby one may feel that one has 

been the subject in the process so that the decision 

has been one*s own (along with others); and (b) cr i t ical 

comprehension, through an interaction of collective 

deliberation and individual reflection, that the 

collective is serving the member individual's interests 

equitably. For example, by appealing to both the 

traditional and modernized emotions of the rural people, 

community development often succeeds in linking the 

efforts of the people to those of the government to 

improve the economic and social conditions of the rural 

communities. Proper mass motivation and discipline 

can only come when the rural pepple share a common feeling 

of real involvement in a development process they 

perceive to be in their interest as members of a 

community (Olatunbosun, 19 75). 



































participate as local pressure groups to bring about 

structural changes and reforms, to achieve a more 

equitable sharing of the benefits of development, to 

demand better services from government agencies or to 

exercise a large voice in policy and programme 

decisions affecting their lives. 

In Nigeria and the study area in particular 

community participation, in local projects has been 

part and parcel of the people's culture from time 

immemorial * Members of each community are used to 

contributing either money, materials, food and labour 

for the development of the community as a whole. 

Kulshresfeha (1985) identified various ranked degrees 

of community participation in any programme of rural 

development in Nigeria. These are as follows: 

Manipulation - the people do participate because-; the 

development is undertaken for the people but they are 

not in view during planning. 

Theraphy - people appear as if they form part of the 

activity but in actual sense they are involved 

unwillingly, unconvinced and uncommitted. 

Information - involves passing information to the 

people and seeking their endorsement of what is 

considered a non-political activity. But the people 

are seen as agents of development. 














































