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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was to compare the errors of diploma students across 

three instructional levels to see if there was any difference in the frequency of errors and 

in the performance of the students in written English. The study also sought to determine 

sources of errors made by the diploma students and to provide teaching implications. 

Data were collected using written samples and questionnaires. Two statistical tests: 

ANOVA and T-tcst were used to test the hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. 

Hypothesis one which stated that there was no significant difference in the 

frequency of errors committed by diploma students at the beginning, middle and end of 

the ECS writing programme had five sub-sections which were all retained. Hypothesis 

two which had two sub-sections was also retained. It sought to find out the difference in 
• 

performance in written English of Diploma students across the three stages. Hypothesis 

three which stated that there is no significant difference in the perception of teachers and 

students concerning the sources of errors committed by diploma students in written 

English was rejected. 

From the findings it was discovered that there was no significant difference in the 

frequency of errors and in the performance of diploma students across the three 

instructional stages. It was also found that a significant difference exists between the 

perceptions of the teachers and the students concerning sources of errors. 

Implications for the teachers, students and the schools are also provided. 
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